
 
 
 

 
 
RSYS CRUISE 2022 – HOLDING TANK EXPECTATIONS 

 
We are looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible on this year’s Squadron Cruise 
starting on Easter Monday – 18 April. 
 
We have had a number of concerns raised by members regarding the use holding tanks and 
pump out facilities for this year’s Cruise.  Given the large number of us participating last 
year it was of great concern to many members that some boats did clearly either not have a 
holding tank or were not using them if they did. 
 
The NSW Government regulations for recreational vessels are not very strong compared to 
other states and are as follows: 
 

Recreational vessels 
There are no specific requirements for recreational vessels. However, all vessel 
operators must ensure that they do not pollute. 

Roads and Maritime Services recommends the installation of holding tanks, although 
owners of smaller vessels can use a portable toilet instead. 

Planning your trip to take advantage of shore amenities is another way of preventing 
sewage from entering the waterways. 

The key point in this is that we must not pollute and if we don’t have holding tanks, we are 
polluting some of the most beautiful waterways in Australia.  As members of the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron, it is incumbent on us to lead the way in keeping our cruising 
grounds as clean as possible.   
 
We recognise that there may be some boats that don’t have a holding tank and the short 
period of time between now and the Cruise would make fitting one a pretty difficult task.  
We ask that those boats who don’t have a holding tank be considerate of other members of 
the Cruise as to where they use their onboard toilets. Ideally using the onshore facilities 
available to us at KMYC would be the best alternative.  
 
For those with holding tanks, there are pump out facilities available at Kuringai Motor Yacht 
Club (KMYC) and Royal Motor Yacht Club (RMYC) which are free of charge to RSYS members 
as part of our arrangements with those clubs for the week of the Cruise. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you for a great week’s boating. 
 
Paul Thackray 
Cruise Captain 2022 
 
   


