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Acknowledgement of Country
In the spirit of reconciliation, the Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron acknowledges the Cammeraygal people as 
saltwater people and the Traditional Owners of the land 
that is occupied by the Club and we pay respect to  
the Elders past, present and emerging. We thank them 
for their thousands of years of caring for Country so 
that we may enjoy the beauty of the land and waters  
of their homelands.

Special thanks to those who contributed material for  
this issue:
Commodore Christian Brook, Jeanne-Claude Strong, 
Matt Allen AM, Mark Bradford, Elyse Guevara-Rattray, 
Sara Ladd, Peter Sheldrick, Drew Jones, Timothy 
Longstaff, Nicole Shrimpton, Matt Whitnall, Max Press, 
Peter Lowndes, Nigel Stoke, Rear Commodore Karyn 
Gojnich, Amanda Hicks, Kirstin Reblin, Jocelyn Webb, 
Jeremy Chase, Benedict McKay, Josh Chant, Jack 
Littlechild, Gordon Lavery 
Chris Harper  
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Logbook submissions
The Logbook committee welcomes articles from 
Members. These should be up to 800 words, USBs 
with high resolution photos for print production can  
be left at Reception.
Please contact Isabel Wartho Marketing and 
Communications Co-ordinator for assistance with  
your Logbook articles, email isabel@rsys.com.au  
or call 9017 0177. The deadline for the next  
edition is 15 April 2022. 



The Careening Cove is sporting new all-weather 
awnings that will offer shade and protection to 
diners year-round. The new pizza oven is proving 
to be a hit with families on Sunday evenings.  
The Youth pontoon lost to storms in 2020 has 
been replaced with a sturdy new one, and we 
have submitted a DA to Council for further 
pontoons around our Waterfront, including 
replacement of the Fuel and Tender Pontoons. 
Turning to executive matters, following the debate 
at the AGM last September, Captain Michael 
Lindsay has spearheaded a Governance Group 
to investigate the Squadron’s practices in relation 
to payments to office bearers and Members  
and whether these payments are appropriate  
and comply with the existing Constitution and 
Procurement policy. Additionally, do these policies 
provide safeguards against any inappropriate 
payments to Members. 
The General Committee has reviewed their report 
and is looking to implement the recommendations. 
As also noted at the AGM, we have also recently 
established a new Sustainability sub-committee. 
Headed by John Taylor (‘JT’), this group seeks  
to Provide RSYS management with the strategic 
direction and policies for improving the environ-
mental credentials and sustainability of the club, 
and has a wide range of initiatives in the pipeline.  
There has been plenty of activity around our  
Club: on-water, off-water, externally and internally. 
Rest assured, your Committee is committed  
to preserving, enhancing and advancing the 
Squadron. Please make our Club your preferred 
destination.

The Club has recovered well from the setbacks  
of the past year. Your Committee and Club  
staff have worked hard to maintain a Covid- 
safe environment and it is very pleasing to see 
Members return in significant numbers. The 
Dining Room and Careening Cove are offering 
enticing new menus; the Fort Denison Cellar is 
well stocked with interesting wines; our function 
venues are taking bookings for your weddings, 
family occasions and work functions; and the 
Boatyard is humming with activity. Thank you 
to all Members who are helping to reignite our 
Club’s financial wellbeing.  
Sailing activity has revived in spectacular fashion 
in recent months. In the 2021 Sydney to Hobart, 
Mark Bradford skippered Black Jack to Line 
Honours victory, and Matt Allen’s Ichi Ban came 
first on IRC. Numerous Members endured a 
gruelling sail south, and you can read their 
accounts in this edition. In January we held  
the Ladies of the Sea Coaching Regatta and  
in February, the Milson Silver Goblets; the Mini 
Regattas are back on form and Saturday Mixed 
Division racing is increasingly popular. The 
Squadron Keelboat Program has attracted a  
high calibre cohort of teenagers to race against 
other clubs. Our youngest Members had a huge 
amount of fun at Summer Camp, and I am 
grateful to the efforts of our Youth Coaches (many 
of whom are Intermediate Members) for all their 
work in stimulating these kids’ enthusiasm for 
water activities at our Club. Many sailors also 
participated in harbour-wide regattas such as the 
Combined Clubs and Womens’ Keelboat Series. 
Hundreds of Members, their families and friends 
sail each week in our Tuesday, Friday and Sunday 
Twilights. Isn’t it great to be back on the water!
I am pleased to report that progress is being 
made on capital works around our clubhouse. 

From the Helm 

by Commodore  
Christian Brook
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The Squadron is a private members club governed 
by a General Committee and is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. The Corporations Act 
2001 (Cth) is the principal legislation governing 
the operation of the Company together with  
the Constitution of the RSYS. Other important 
legislation affecting the governance and manage-
ment of RSYS are the Liquor Act 2007, the 
Registered Clubs Act and Regulations and the 
Anti-Discrimination Act. There are nine seats at 
the Committee: the Commodore acts as the 
head, supported by the Flag Officers which each 
have an area of special responsibility. A further 
four members assist on the Committee, each 
with a particular area of professional expertise. 
Russell Taylor, Vice Commodore
Russell races his boat Coco in the RSYS Twilight 
series and is a regular on the Annual Cruise.  
He appreciates the camaraderie these activities 
generate and enjoys Sydney Harbour and 
surrounds as much as possible. He relishes dining 
at the Club and is a keen beginner Bridge player. 
His four children completed the Youth Sailing 
programme whilst Russell contributed time on  
the Youth Sailing Committee. His children still  
sail today although only three remain Members.  
‘I have built many long-standing friendships from 
volunteering as a RIB driver, launch and retrieve 
and various RSYS committee duties’. The Vice 
Commodore is responsible for transitioning Chair- 
manship of Waterfront to the Rear Commodore 
and supporting the Commodore in the various 
sub committees.
Karyn Gojnich OLY, Rear Commodore
Karyn’s Olympic sailing career spanned more 
than 20 years, representing Australia at the 1988, 
2004 and 2008 Olympic Games. She balanced 
sailing commitments with a career in the IT 
industry, developing custom software. Karyn is 
frequently at the Club coaching the Ladies of  
the Sea courses and regattas, and overseeing  
the Tuesday Twilights. ‘I am a passionate 
advocate for encouraging women and children 
to our sport.’ As Rear Commodore, Karyn’s  
chief area of concern this year is transitioning 
Sailing Committee responsibility to the Captain, 
whilst familiarising herself with Waterfront and 
participating in a number of other committees.
Michael Lindsay, Club Captain 
Michael is a retired engineer and now runs a 
sheep, cattle and cropping farm at Canowindra  
in the Central West. He sails a Bavaria 31 Felixette 

in the Squadron Cruise and the Friday Twilights. 
His children were all part of the Youth Sailing 
Squad and Michael sat on the Youth Sailing Com-
mittee, helping as Race Officer, Officer of the Day, 
on the Hardy Cup and the annual summer camp. 
‘My parents often referred to the Squadron as our 
second home, and we have always appreciated 
the friendships we have made at the Squadron.’ 
The role of Captain is to sustainably grow the 
sailing membership of our Club; provide a safe, 
structured and enjoyable sailing environment that 
is centred on the Club’s pathways and offers 
world class sailing opportunities to all Members  
of all ages and abilities.
Ross Littlewood, Honorary Treasurer
Ross was elected as Honorary Treasurer in  
2016 and chairs the Finance Committee. The 
committee’s responsibility is to determine the 
immediate and long-term budget plans which 
provide a balance between the provision of first 
class Member services, positive financial return 
and subscription levels appropriate to attract  
a strong, dedicated membership. A crucial com-  
ponent is to target the sustainable long-term 
strength of RSYS. The Committee does not 
extend to operational financial management of 
the Club. The Treasurer works closely with the 
Club’s CEO Will Pettigrew and CFO Catherine 
Bampton, liaises with Auditors and reports to the 
General Committee. Ross is a retired Chartered 
Accountant. Three of his children passed through 
the Youth Sailing programme and two are currently 
Members. Ross campaigns As You Do in Twilights 
and says he is ‘rusted onto’ the Annual Cruise.
In the next edition of the Logbook, we will take  
a closer look at the many sub-committees that 
oversee every aspect of our Club, its assets and 
activities. 

Introducing  
our Flag Officers

From l to r: 
Commodore Christian 
Brook, Club Captain 
Michael Lindsay, Vice 
Commodore Russell 
Taylor and Rear 
Commodore Karyn 
Gojnich.



3The Inaugural  
David Forbes  
Shield Regatta

by Jeanne-Claude Strong

The inaugural David Forbes Shield regatta was 
conducted by the Squadron from 3-5 January 
2022. It was arranged as an open regatta for all 
boats that, at one time, have been registered as 
an Etchells.
Winning this prestigious event was rather over-
whelming for me. 
Firstly, to win a regatta named in honour of David 
Forbes – multiple Olympian, gold medallist, AC 
yachtsman, and mentor to John Bertrand over 
many years, (John says he is one of the most  
talented, naturally gifted yachtsmen he knows) 
and who sailed with Skip Etchells in their contest 
for the boat selection for the 1972 Olympics.
Secondly, to win in such a fleet of top quality 
yachtsmen.
My thanks go to my crew, who all did a brilliant 
job in every respect – from preparation, planning, 
training, race management, through to racing.
Kate Devereux has been sailing with us now  
for 10 years – we first met her in Cowes for the 
Gertrude Cup when she was still at University. 
Having qualified as a naval architect, she then 
made the very wise decision to move to Australia. 
Very intelligent, well organised, dependable,  
quick and agile – it seems she gets her jobs  
done before we know it!
Sam Newton is well known to everyone in the 
sailing community, given his America’s Cup, 
SailGP and 18 ft skiff experience. Probably  
the first world championship he won was with 
Neville Wittey and me in the Yngling 2004 World 
Championship in Sydney. This was when I first 
met Sam – he was then 16 years old, tall, thin 
and already a good yachtsman with top attention 
to detail. He takes care of rig set up and does 

bow – he’s a top trimmer, ensuring the boat is as 
fast as possible. He’s also very knowledgeable  
on all things technical and very well organised.
Seve Jarvin runs the programme both off and  
on the boat. He is not only a top yachtsman and 
great tactician, but he has amazing feel for the 
boat. He is also a top coach for me – during the 
whole Covid period, we trained two-up, even 
starting off with me sailing solo, with Seve on  
the RIB in case of emergency (there were a few 
minor ones.) Each time I see Sam drop the kite,  
I remember my feeble solo efforts, which looked  
a tad different as you can imagine. I call these 
‘Etchells Boy Toys’ because they work best with 
someone with big muscles… I appreciate Seve’s 
patience in the training sessions – and he didn’t 
even laugh once!
So apart from enjoying each small improvement 
in my skills, I just love being on the water and 
enjoy training as much as racing.
The format of this regatta was fantastic. All my 
thanks go to Richie Allanson and Iain Murray  
who organised the whole event with our Club.  
On that note, Rear Commodore Karyn Gojnich 
was a great support for the regatta; thank you 
Karyn. The ‘on water’ observer Richard Slater 
was excellent, helping some understand the  
more difficult rules and keeping us on the  
straight and narrow.
The social events were a magnificent addition,  
as it enabled everyone to mix, to discuss the 
day’s racing, or to prepare for the following day, 
as well as to get to know each other better. 
James Mayo hosted the presentation dinner at 
his home; thank you James for a great night and 
for your generosity. I think the night went on for 
way longer than I could manage.
On the water, it was quite challenging: very  
shifty, very hot and very humid with lots of gear 
changes. Each day was pretty exhausting. Race 
Officer Rob Ridley did a great job, and we were 
able to race without any wasted time and with 
well laid out courses. Having the three marks  
at the top was also good – it certainly changes 
the dynamics of the port approach.
The event was so successful that everyone was 
asking when we could run another similar event.

Results
1 Flying High (EAUS1475)  
 JC Strong, RSYS
2 Magpie (EAUS1486) 
 James Mayo, RSYS
3 Lisa Rose 1449 (EAUS1449) 
 Martin Hill, RSYS
4 Great White Hunter (EAUS1483) 
 David Dunn, RSYS

Grant Simmer, right, 
presenting the David 
Forbes trophy to JC, 
Kate and Seve.



Don’t rip up your ticket  
Matt Allen AM, Ichi Ban
Leaving the dock on Boxing Day, I was about to 
put my phone away for the last time for four days 
when I sent a text message to my partner Mary 
saying, ‘Don’t rip up your ticket. This race will be 
decided in the final stages, so don’t give up hope 
when we don’t look strong on the tracker.’ Those 
words were more accurate than anyone could 
imagine, as it turned out!
The resumption of the Rolex Sydney to Hobart 
Race after the cancellation of the 2020 edition 
was a huge challenge for the CYCA. The Board 
and staff were determined to make it happen, 
and the two state governments were very 
supportive of the event going ahead. The CYCA 
had in place a very capable Race Committee (RC) 
in Rear Admiral Lee Goddard as Chair and David 
Kellett AM as Vice Chair. Their job was unusually 

demanding given the bio-security requirements 
and the various Covid issues.  
On Boxing Day, our Navigator, Will Oxley, was 
growing increasingly confident of a race that 
might suit our size range, given the lack of a 
nor’easter forecast for the smaller yachts. The 
race was there to be won, but with so many 
TP52s that essentially go the same speed up- 
wind, it was going to be tough for us, given our 
higher rating. And there was Zen, the fastest 
TP52 upwind and Quest which is quick upwind 
in waves, both with significantly lower ratings. 
Gweilo and Celestial were also going to be close. 
We always thought Love and War and Azzurro 
would also be potential overall winners, but 
without a nor’easter, they had a huge challenge 
not to stop at any stage of the race. Game on.
The media had asked me many times about the 
potential for back-to-back wins. It was a question 
that became difficult to answer without saying  
the same thing over and over. As a crew we  
never discussed it, we just set out to compete in 
another Great Race, and that was that. ‘Try and 
win it’ was our attitude, and given the weather, 
we knew there would be many retirements in the 
fleet and our entry time into the Derwent would 
be good for wind. 
The first night wasn’t pleasant sailing. Increasing 
rain and up to 34kts of sou’east breeze and large 
left shift expected during the night. The difficult 
part of the equation was the southbound current. 
Where was the best current and the big seas  
that would accompany the faster current?  
A navigator’s delight. 
The 27th saw a lot of rain and constant slamming 
into the waves with the current staying strong as 
we headed further south. I don’t think any of our 
crew had slept the night before. Retirements in 
the fleet had stepped up considerably, and some 
of the yachts that we thought would be strong 
contenders had already docked back in Sydney.
When starting the engine to charge the batteries, 
I noticed an unusual sound. The engine mounts 
had given way. Our crew quickly tied the engine 
down. It shows the extent of the slamming to 
break the engine mounts that are just over four 
years old.
Just prior to midnight, we received a sat phone 
call from the RC requesting us to contact 
Celestial on VHF. They had a personal locater 
beacon (PLB) activation alerting AMSA that  
there might be a man overboard (MOB). AMSA 
was giving the RC a tight time frame prior to the 
tasking of a plane from Essendon Airport. It took 
us around 90 minutes to get communications 
established via VHF, first using a white hand flare 
and then a red parachute flare to attract their 
attention. It wasn’t easy to get any sleep on  
night two after all this activity. 
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Matt Allen is with L 
Matiu Te Hau and R 
Tim Sellars. 

Ichi Ban.  
Photo ©Rolex/Andrea 
Francolini.

Reflections on 
the 2021 Sydney  
to Hobart



The race continued, on the wind all the way to 
Tasman Island. After two nights of virtually no 
sleep, we got a few hours rest at last in more 
pleasant sailing conditions. 
Finally, we entered Storm Bay and hoisted a code 
zero and then a spinnaker for the first time since 
Sydney Harbour. It was going to be tight between 
us and Celestial on corrected time. Quest had 
previously found a wind hole after looking so 
good earlier in the race. We experienced good 
wind all the way to the finish and became club- 
house leader for a short while. Not long after, 
Celestial finished and had beaten us by just over 
two minutes on elapsed time. They had sailed a 
great race. Love and War and Azzurro looked to 
have a chance, however had some tricky weather 
to come. If they sailed without stopping, they 
could both beat us. If they stopped or slowed, 
they would drift out of calculations. 
We lodged a request for redress and to also 
protest Celestial for not adhering to the sailing 
instructions that made it mandatory to maintain  
a continuous listening watch on VHF 16. It was 
one of only a few sailing instructions in bold type. 
This is due to it being fundamental to safety at 
sea that yachts listen to VHF 16. 
The Race Committee also protested Celestial 
with an identical protest. 
Rendering assistance is fundamental to being  
at sea and is rule 1.1 in the racing rules for  
good reason. Requesting redress for rendering 
assistance is also fundamental to the sport, 
notwithstanding if it was requested to do so or 
not, nor if it was later found that there was no 
danger. 
The International Jury awarded us three minutes 
of redress, enough for us to go into the club-
house leader position. Celestial was penalised 40 
minutes for the breach of the sailing instructions. 
Now it was on to seeing if any of the smaller 
yachts could beat us, and it quickly transpired 
that they couldn’t; nevertheless, Love and War 
ended up a very credible third overall. The old  
girl loves going upwind and is very well sailed  
and prepared by Simon Kurts and his team.
The other notable feature of this year’s race was 
the two-handed division. What a great success 
the division was, and congratulations to the crew 
of Disko Trooper Contender Sailcloth for their 
impressive win. In fact, they would have won the 
race by nearly three hours corrected time on ORCi 
if they had been scored in the fully crewed division. 
Thank you to my crew for a great effort and for 
never giving up, something Mary didn’t do either.   
Matt is Chair of the Oceanic and Offshore 
Committee for World Sailing, a member of the 
World Sailing Council and a member of the 
Australian Olympic Committee Executive. 

Mark Bradford, Black Jack
Skippering Black Jack to Line Honours victory 
was the culmination of a five year project to 
design a fast boat. When you’re in the 100 footers 
game, it’s all about speed and being first, that  
is the motivation that drives us. We undergo  
a process of incremental improvements to the 
technology of the boat: evaluate, design, build, 
test. This involves a huge investment in time and 
effort; so winning the race is validation of our work.
At this level, a yacht is a matrix of powered 
systems and electrical wiring, and as you can 
imagine, the marine environment is not kind to 
either. We have onboard specialists trained to 
handle each area but there is also a bit of luck  
as we only take a limited number of spares (to 
save weight.)
Originally named Alfa Romeo, Neville Crichton 
designed and built the RP100 with a tungsten 
bulb on the keel. Tungsten is approximately  
1.7 times the density of lead. Our 10.7 bulb is 
significantly smaller compared to the same weight 
lead bulb. Therefore any and all modifications we 
make revolve around the bulb, protecting it and 
deriving maximum benefit from it. For example, 
our keel is constrained in its maximum length 
(because of the bulb weight) and this causes 
other follow-on effects elsewhere. The big gain in 
2021 was our new mast, built at Southern Spars 
in New Zealand. The 44m mast is significantly 
lighter than its predecessor.
As skipper, it’s my responsibility to recruit and 
manage the crew. The crew is a mixture of  
mostly professional sailors but we do have some 
amateurs. There are 18 on board, and each is a 
specialist in their area, be it watch leader, helm, 
trimmer, bow etc. They are accustomed to the 
hardships of racing: four hour watches, wet pipe 
cots and pouches of freeze-dried food (made 
with boiling water – it’s not all grim). Mind you, 
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this race was pretty bumpy and sea sickness is 
still a part of life for some of us. The very large 
(North Sails) sails are trimmed with hydraulically 
powered winches and systems, so the engine 
needs to run the entire time. If you’re trying to 
sleep when the engine is revving to power up the 
winches, it’s like sleeping under a tractor bonnet.
Even when the final stages of the race have  
gone well, and we’re within sight of Hobart, we 
can’t afford to let down our guard. When the 
competition can travel at speeds of 20kts, a 
10nm lead can get eaten up very quickly. This 
race is often decided in the Derwent River: in 
2013 we stopped within 100m of the finishing 
line, wallowing in zero breeze with four other 
boats around us. This year, the coast was clear. 
Relief.
Looking ahead, we are shipping Black Jack to 
Europe for the Maxi World Championships in 
Sardinia where we will test ourselves and our 
competitive boat against the best in the world.

Elyse Guevara-Rattray, Wings
2021 was my third season of sailing the bluewater 
series with Wings. The opportunity this year arose 
to shift from predominantly bow role to navigator 
for the whole series, and I felt that I couldn’t say 
no, as these opportunities to learn and develop 
into key roles don’t come around often.
Unfortunately this opportunity came shortly after 
being newly diagnosed with epilepsy in July, 

although I wouldn’t normally share this in such  
a public way, the two can’t be separated. How  
I took on a new brain intensive role on the boat, 
whilst managing a new neurological disorder, I  
still don’t know, but taking on the two challenges 
concurrently has helped me grow in a way I never 
expected.
I am a stubborn person and I knew that I could 
do it, but I had to be wary of pushing myself 
(seizures occur most frequently in the first six 
months of diagnosis.) So like the well trained 
former uni student that I am, I treated it like 
another degree. I crammed all the courses, 
coaching, chats with navigators and whatever  
I could get my hands on, (I had some previous 
Expedition experience) to be ready. It’s good  
to have a steady goal at a difficult time to keep 
your mind focused on the big picture of life and 
what you want to get out of it.
Unfortunately, I suffered another long seizure in 
late November, and my specialist was quite wary 
when I announced that I was doing the Hobart. 
Stress, fatigue and screen time are your enemy 
when you have epilepsy, however they are 
inherent aspects of navigation.
The Cabbage Tree race was a week after my last 
long unpredicted seizure, and I knew if I could  
get through that race, Hobart was achievable.  
I couldn’t have done it without the support of Ian, 
the skipper of Wings. I can’t thank him enough 
for believing in me, there are few people that  
have my back like he does.
Wings has always been an excellently prepared 
boat, we had everything a navigator could desire. 
I was determined to take her navigation to a new 
level, and there were a few things we had 
planned to implement for Hobart. I started my 
deep dive into the race preparation weeks ahead 
and reported to Ian daily, then every half day on  
the weather and strategy. The night before we 
discussed our harbour exit strategy and night 
one, and only tweaked it slightly on race day. 
Unlike many other boats, our first night was not 
awful. Whilst we had anticipated some weather, 
we didn’t expect over 25-28kts and didn’t really 
register that it was that much of a weather event. 
However, as I was listening into the skeds, and 
noting the number of retirements, I felt like we’d 
got ahead of the weather system that had forced 
the retirement of so many boats. Our decision  
on that first night to stay out really set us up  
well for the first three days of the race, and we 
kept ahead of much faster, lighter boats for the 
majority of the race. We were able to maintain  
this lead more than midway down the Tasmanian 
coast. One big loss on that first night however 
was our wind instruments which stopped 
operating. The weather abated as predicted,  
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and we really needed to make decisions based 
on the performance of the weather models we 
chose, which were not based upon our actuals 
on board (No TWS/TWA/TWD). Maintaining  
polar performance was impossible to know,  
and sail decisions were based purely on feel. 
Unfortunately, this among a few small other 
things, cost us the division win but we were 
determined to hold on as much as possible.
I had anticipated that we needed to reach 
Tasman Island by 1500hrs to make it up the 
Derwent before it shut down completely. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t make it till 1600hrs yet 
thankfully we had just enough wind to get us to 
the finish. The last hour was difficult due to the 
light breeze on this heavy boat and we didn’t 
arrive till 0035hrs on 30th December. Wings 
finished 3rd in IRC Division 3 which is our best 
finish for Hobart to date. Unfortunately, we had  
a Covid symptomatic person onboard which 
rendered our whole boat in isolation for our stay 
in Tasmania, so the usual fun arrival was quickly 
swapped for testing and isolation.
As frustrating as the end was compared to our 
glamour 2019 arrival, I wouldn’t change it. We  
did better than ever, I did better than I ever 
expected and proved my brain still had it. I can’t 
wait to take this learning experience and apply  
it to our next series and beyond. The team has 
got its sights on some big offshore races, and  
I’m excited to continue this journey with them.

Sara Ladd, Hartbreaker
This year was my first Sydney to Hobart race,  
and I sailed on Hartbreaker, a Melbourne based 
Reichel Pugh 46 that I raced on whilst working  
in Melbourne. I trim jib and spinnaker. This year 
was an unusual year for training due to all the 
lockdowns, but the majority of the crew has  
been together for years. We ultimately had a two 
month commitment to training once we exited  
the last Victorian lockdown.
It was exciting to participate in a year that was 
said to be more challenging than recent years. 
We weathered the storm the first night with much 
reefing of the main, but it did feel like sleeping in a 
washing machine! Hartbreaker did well in the light 
and variable conditions over the next few days. 
We were really happy to finish with a spinnaker 
run all the way down the Derwent River after so 
many days of beating.
I really enjoyed the challenge of the race. It was a 
big change from the mini regattas I usually sail to 
STILL be racing every time you wake, every four 
hours for up to four days. I especially appreciated 
the camaraderie with my teammates and would 
definitely encourage others considering offshore 
sailing to give it a try with some of the shorter 
races. 

Peter Sheldrick, Love & War
Love & War is a beautiful S&S 47 that was  
built in 1973 for the late Peter Kurts out of cold 
moulded Oregon and Maple by Cec Quilkey.  
It has won the Tatersalls Cup three times in  
1974, 1978 and 2006, and is now perfectly 
maintained and skippered by his son Simon. 
The 2021 Sydney to Hobart was one of your 
more traditional races, with two southerly 
changes and a mix of beating, running and 
parking lots that made it interesting in terms of 
navigation and boat management (seamanship). 
There is a saying ‘You cannot win the race on the 
first night, but you can certainly try, so look after 
the boat, and it will look after you.’ With that in 
mind, our pre-race  strategy for the first third of 
the race was to get well offshore into favourable 
current and stronger breeze before flipping over 
to port tack as the wind rotated left. There was a 
spectacular spinnaker start for the fleet. L&W was 
allocated to the third start line. We slid down the 
western side of the harbour and around the two 
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Love & War. 
Photo ©Rolex/Andrea 
Francolini.

Sara Ladd on 
Hartbreaker.



marks, trying to keep powered up in the confused 
seaway, then heading out to sea under full main 
and J3 headsail. With this sail plan, the boat 
practically sails itself. 
During the night we put in one, then two reefs. 
The wind increased to 35-40kts during thunder-
storms with lightening and very hard, horizontal 
rain. There were many retirements that night and 
the following day, but L&W punches well above 
her weight in those conditions as she headed 
south. 
Our mid-race strategy was to avoid the coast until 
Gabo Island, then get west of the rhumb line to 
avoid the small high pressure system developing 
off NW Tasmania. Most of the fleet had periods  
of no wind which made it very challenging for 
routing and keeping the boat moving. Once the 
high moved away, the breeze filled in from the NW 
and we were off again under spinnaker, aiming to 
stay away from Flinders and then the Tassie coast. 
The next sail up was the reacher as the wind 
rotated left. We carried this until a brief SE change 
came through as night fell on day four and we 
changed back to the trusty J3. 
Overnight and next day, the breeze moved left, 
and we could finally start to head inshore towards 
Tasman Island. As we approached, the wind 
abated and for about two hours we struggled  
to get around the famous lighthouse. A SE sea- 
breeze filled in and we made our way across 
Storm Bay and up towards the finish in the 

Derwent. As we approached the Iron Pot, we  
had 13nm to go and 1½ hours to get there and 
knock off the leader Celestial. Unfortunately, as 
everyone who has sailed in the Derwent at night 
knows, it shut down, and L&W eventually finished 
at 0130hrs on the 31st to take 3rd place overall 
and 1st in Division 4. 
A big thank you to Simon for providing the crew 
with an immaculately prepared platform. As Love 
& War approaches 50 years since launching,  
she definitely has more wins left to add to her 
remarkable yachting history.

Drew Jones, Salt Shaker (two handed)
After nearly crossing the start line a minute  
early, we settled into a conservative start and  
into the first afternoon heading out to sea in  
a moderate southerly, feeling good about our 
position. At about 1730hrs, we experienced rain 
and occasional lightning, and then were hit with  
a squall of 35+ kts and torrential rain. This forced 
a sail change on a pretty rough sea, but there 
were a few bigger boats around us, so we were 
still happy with our progress. Shortly after I got 
seasick for the next 12 hours or so, and we 
deviated from our original plan to head well out  
to sea. Next time I was on deck, we were going 
down the coast between Kiama and Jervis Bay. 
We knew we wanted to be out at sea but every 
time we headed east, we felt like we weren’t 
heading toward Tasmania, so we ended up 
‘bouncing’ down the coast all the way to Gabo 
Island. But at least we were still in good company.
When we finally got clear of the mainland, our 
options opened up, and we got some great 
weather to power along under the code zero  
and then spinnaker, and gain back a few places 
from 8th to 3rd. We regularly had quite a few 
boats visible around us, both fully crewed and  
in our two handed division, generally larger than 
us, so there was always an incentive to sail as 
fast as possible. The second day crossing Bass 
Strait was sensational sailing – we were under 
spinnaker and surfing waves in the company  
of dolphins. Unfortunately, a wipeout and a 
subsequent wrap took out our asymmetric 
spinnaker until I was able to get the repair tape 
out a couple of days later. The weather was  
so good, we even managed two hot cockpit 
showers each! Coming down the Tasmanian 
coast, many yachts were converging from their 
various strategies, and we got within 400m of 
sistership Sydney 36 Supernova sailing with  
eight crew before they took off again.
We rounded Tasman Island and turned into Storm 
Bay 41nm from the finish at about 2100hrs on the 
30th in a fading breeze, a lumpy sea and in the 
knowledge that it was going to be a long night.  
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Drew Jones and Peter 
Franki on Salt Shaker 
in the two handed 
division.

Reflections on the  
2021 Sydney to Hobart  
continued



struggled to comprehend how the other had 
fared with such different crewing and yet finished 
fairly closely. The jury is still out on whether  
Salt Shaker will take part again in 2022, as the 
challenge had been to get to Hobart in 2021 and 
we haven’t really planned beyond that, but rest 
assured, we will be doing more two handed  
races together in the near future.
A few statistics: the 94 starters included 17 two 
handed boats and of the 38 retirements, seven 
were two handers. We crossed the line with  
eight used sails, four unused and two torn (but 
repairable) sails, and two exhausted, proud, 
happy (still friends) sailors on Salt Shaker.
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Highly Sprung.  
Photo ©Rolex/Andrea 
Francolini.

A couple of hours later, the wind completely shut 
down, and we spent the night trying to keep the 
boat moving at all. A couple of yachts managed 
to find wind and got away from us, and we had 
two handed competitors in Joker on Tourer, 
Speedwell and Rum Rebellion not far behind  
also drifting in search of wind. By sunrise on the 
31st we still had about 20nm to go to the finish, 
and although it was serenely beautiful, it wasn’t 
conducive to yacht racing! We ghosted past the 
Iron Pot at the entrance to the Derwent under 
spinnaker around 0900hrs, having taken about 
12 hours to cross Storm Bay.
A few zephyrs pushed us into the Derwent but 
we managed to find a private windless hole for a 
couple of hours whilst watching our competition 
come from behind with a building sea breeze. 
Luckily, as they drew level, we also got some wind 
and we had a tussle over the last three to four 
miles with Joker on Tourer. In the final stretches, 
we used a headsail and two spinnakers, and they 
crossed in front of us twice before we managed 
to catch them using our symmetric spinnaker to 
run square to cross the finish line about 50ft and 
13 seconds ahead. It was unbelievable to think 
that a 628nm race over five days had come down 
to such a close finish. The final sail changes and 
manoeuvres over the last couple of miles had a 
very significant bearing. ‘Never give up,’ as they 
say.
At the finish we were totally exhausted both 
emotionally and physically. Nevertheless, arriving 
in the middle of the day on New Year’s Eve, we 
received an amazing, rousing welcome from the 
locals on the foreshore and the crews on boats 
that had arrived ahead of us, and this helped to 
give us the energy (along with some rum and 
cokes) to very nearly see the midnight fireworks 
which are comparable to Sydney’s. The following 
two nights my body clock had me waking up 
after an early sleep ready for the midnight to 
daybreak watch.
In the two handed division we were 3rd across 
the line, 4th on IRC, 3rd on ORCi and 7th on  
PHS handicap. It was special to be part of the 
inaugural two handed division of the Sydney to 
Hobart race, and to have come through some 
pretty tough conditions which forced many 
retirements. That we didn’t have any breakages 
at all was testament to how well Peter Franki,  
the owner of Salt Shaker, had prepared the boat. 
It seems the challenge of the two handed division 
has captured the imagination of the public and 
potentially opens up a more affordable (and 
possibly less complicated) option for many  
boat owners, so I would expect the number of 
participants to grow significantly. On arrival we 
were berthed alongside Supernova. Both crews 

Timothy Longstaff, Highly Sprung 
Highly Sprung is a Beneteau First 45, owned and 
skippered by Mark Spring, and previously RSYS 
Member Paul Clitheroe’s Balance. It was this 
crew’s second campaign and we had a tough  
but successful race. 
The first 36 hours were ‘character building’. 
Strong winds – we saw one 47kt gust – and large, 
lumpy seas challenged competitors. But we hung 
on, and conditions eventually eased. Thereafter  
it became a technical race with variable weather 
(either too strong or too soft, but rarely perfect) 
and many transitions. Highly Sprung sailed  
hard, and there were many changes of sails and 
tactics. We approached Tasman Light with a 
beautiful nor’easterly wind and after being stuck 
in a hole for a while, proceeded across Storm  
Bay and up the Derwent under spinnaker for a 
‘champagne’ finish.
Highly Sprung finished in 103 hours after four 
nights at sea. Our final positions were 8th overall 
on handicap, and 1st in both IRC Division 3 and 
ORCi Division 2. All suffering is now forgotten.
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Right: The immaculate 
crew of Defiance.
Below: Nigel Stoke’s 
Fidelis.

could be. Surely, she had won the unofficial Prix 
de la Concourse before leaving the dock. 
Critically, her decks were graced – and water- 
line lengthened – with the full complement of  
the sailing champions of my dreams: all three 
current reigning Etchells World Champions, four 
America’s Cuppers including an ultimate victor, 
six Hobart veterans, all winners including the 
legendary bowman of one of the finest Super 
Maxis ever, a female of 23 fearless voyages  
and three 18 foot skiff supremos. Among them, 
Iain Murray, Colin Beashel, Richard Allanson,  
Gail Harland, Glenn Cooper, Andrew Buckland,  
Don Buckley and Cameron Baillie, ‘What could 
possibly go wrong?’ as Andrew is wont to say.
Eager to defend my win with such a crew, I  
broke my own rule of never going out in more 
than 18kts. The ‘friendly’ race of the previous day 
had been cancelled due to the threat of strong 
winds. But on Saturday, the race was all locked 
and loaded, including the cameraman. There  
had been much discussion about the weather 
before we left the dock. Four out of five weather 
models had predicted an average of 20kts. Only 
Seabreeze had predicted gusts of up to 30kts.  
Placing trust in the sailing committee and my  
sails instead, I set out with my most competitive, 
un-reefable, new main. Heading for Manly, with 
the breeze and swell building rapidly behind, we 
reached 11.3kts, way above her 8kt average.  
The boat was flying. We were gaining. It was  
a kind of ecstasy. The memory of my 8 Metre 
surfing down those waves, with Iain Murray on 
helm, Lars Runow’s lovely tiller of black butt in  
his mighty hand, Colin Beashel on main, Richard 
Allanson on trim and Cameron Baillie of Wild Oats 
on bow, boat trimmed to perfection, all so eager, 
is committed to the logbook of my memory. 
But now, as we neared the Heads, where the 
Manly ferry has been known to lurch, the sweet 
swell had turned into a giant rollercoaster. Fifty 
odd feet of teak plunged and tossed in a monster 
three metre swell. In a matter of moments, a 
vicious sou’westerly gale was upon us. Glee 
dimmed to consternation.
Now that I was clutching on to a winch in 38kts 
between Manly West and Manly East, being rolled 
ferociously in a 1935 Classic without rails, blind 
with sheeting rain, this was not exciting, this was 
risk. This was a Hobart without the life raft. Later, 

To defend her previous Division One win in the 
Sydney to Hobart Yacht Regatta, up against 
legendary boats Love and War, Fidelis, Eve  
and Kialoa, Defiance was fully prepared. For  
such a slender racing machine as my Inter-
national 8 Metre to have done one Hobart, let 
alone five, was remarkable. I felt I had wanted  
to give her every chance. Fully restored, she  
had just been tidied up and given a slippy new 
antifoul at Beashel Marine. Nic Doig Higgs had 
been working on winches and perfecting sheets 
and systems. My stellar crew, kitted out in 
embroidered shirts, were as comely as a crew 

The 2022 Sydney to Hobart 
Classic Yacht Regatta –  
A Hero’s Return

by Nicole Shrimpton



Exhilaration and hard 
work on Defiance.

Nigel Stoke’s Fidelis and of course Gordon Ingate 
on Jasnar, showed us over the course of the 
Regatta how it can be done. Despite Gordon’s 
enviable grit and skill, he blew out two jibs and  
a spinnaker on day one, even with a reef on day 
two, placing him fourth. Sailors live longer, and 
sensible ones even longer.
One could say that the Regatta was an expensive, 
unmitigated disaster. In a decade of ownership 
this was my first serious breakage and only my 
second retirement from a race; but the first in 
which I stacked more in the interests of winning.  
I take away from the experience a finer under-
standing of what drives so many, hook in mouth, 
ever onward. 
The rule of thumb at Cowes Classic Week, 
according to veteran British sailor Harold 
Cudmore, is that racing generally does not take 
place in more than 20kts. And whilst that is met 
with quiet frustration at times, it has proved 
effective in preserving the Classic fleet. Planning  
a careful course for the survival of our own  
fleet for success this century would be helpful, 
especially with a Sydney Classics Week in the 
offing. Setting the parameters for the owner of  
a boat called Defiance might prove harder. 
Within what felt like moments, D & R Shipwrights 
had made me new spreaders and secured my 
track. Sailmaker Ian Short fitted sturdy bronze 
slides on the main. Sydney Riggers, Cameron, 
Lars and Nic were all satisfied. Defiance was 
again ready, thanks to them. I have an even 
deeper admiration for my dream team – both on 
shore and water – who were collectively so cool 
under pressure. Because when the going gets 
tough out there on the water, your heroes really 
do bring you home. 

I heard that all other races had been called off, 
and that even Hobart winner Matt Allen had 
called it a day because the conditions were so 
awful. Off Bondi Beach, the swell had reached 
7.5 metres.
After gybing in the ferocious gale which peaked  
at 40kts, we watched with grim concern as the 
Bainbridge stainless slides, gently gave way,  
one by one. As the fifth slide gave way to the 
force, my brave, calm, expert crew, every inch  
the champions they are, saved my vessel and 
historic mast, hauling down the giant main and  
jib in masterful scoops, wrapping them tight and 
heading for home. It was a long, wet, cold ride, 
and all aboard remarked how truly wet those  
five Hobarts on Defiance must have been. 
I am not a reckless skipper. That day, however, I 
had risked all. Seabreeze had been right. I should 
not have left the dock. The following day, with the 
championship win out of reach, I was determined 
to win the day. Yes… I did it all over again. This 
time, in 21kts in lively, yet more manageable seas. 
We were warming up for a fine start, when the 
port spreader snapped and dangled like a broken 
wing, apparently damaged from a descending 
batten and the stresses of the day before. Again, 
it was all expert hands to the deck, and again,  
we made it back with my bendy mast of 60- 
year-old varnished Oregon of three Hobarts still 
intact. Gordon Ingate, the 95 year old Squadron 
Member and veteran in Division 2, complimented 
us on getting back in one piece.
On the Saturday, five of the nine boats in Division 
1 either did not start or retired, with the fourth 
– the famous Kialoa – retiring the following day 
from a broken mainsail block, reducing that 
division to a trio of survivors. The reefed Eve, 
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On the start line. Matt 
Whitnall 1979.  
Photo © Shane Baker

44th Windsurfer 
Australian  
Championship

by Matt Whitnall

Windsurfing requires a very different head space 
to my usual racing in Etchells, Dragon, J/70  
and some match racing, but being truly one 
design, the fundamentals all translate: start on 
time, go the right way and be as fast as your 
competition… or a bit faster if you can.
The Parkdale Yacht Club in Melbourne, with the 
organising committee led by the brilliant Nick Bez 
and an army of volunteers, ran a fast and fun 
regatta from 20 to 23 January 2022. The inter-
state competitors were from all States except 
WA, and there was a lone Frenchman, who is  
the current Champion of France.
The Windsurfer LT is a one design class that has 
seen a resurgence; nearly 2,000 new boards 
were sold in the past few years in Australia alone. 
It was fantastic to see 112 competitors enter and 
compete over four days across four disciplines on 
Port Philip Bay, Melbourne. There was a strong 
contingent of youth sailors, boys and girls, as well 
as one of the largest female fleets in decades with 
13 racing. By comparison, only the current 29er 
Dinghy Class would have anything like this sort  
of female representation.
In the men’s divisions, they weigh everyone at 
registration on the day before racing, then divide 
the total entries by four to get the weight classes 
into equal numbers. It’s all done in secret, then  
all the names and weights are published, and we 
learn to which division we have been allocated. 
It’s a very fair system and is universally accepted. 
Once you see which weight division you are in, 
you collect a corresponding coloured bib to wear 

and then you can note the other competitors in 
your Course Racing division. The coloured bib 
system is especially helpful in a Marathon where 
fleets are mixed.
In the Course Racing, the starts are split in two 
groups of equal numbers, so at the Nationals,  
we had two starts with 55 and 57 competitors in 
each fleet. You can see three different coloured 
bibs on the starting line. 
In the Marathon, all 112 competitors began on one 
start line, so the coloured bib system was crucial 
for competitors and officials recording results.
I was there to try and win the Course Racing,  
the goal I had set myself after winning the NSW 
Championship at Toronto, Lake Macquarie in 
November 2021. The Nationals had a combined 
fleet of 55 starters, and the first four races were 
very close between the top five sailors. In the  
first four of the eight races, I was second at the 
top mark to four different sailors, so although  
my scorecard looked pretty neat, it was a good 
battle to win these initial races, often in the final 
downwind leg of the circuit. 
The sea breeze was strong on the first few days 
of racing, which meant on the windward works, 
we were able to plane upwind and hook into our 
harnesses going at top speed. Once around the 
top mark, we were hitting top speeds of more 
than 22kts on the reaches, which is fun in close 
company with great sailors, all jockeying for buoy 
room and pumping to catch waves.
The Windsurfer Class has a few quirks compared 
to yacht racing, the main ones being:
• You can touch any mark of the course without  
 penalty, except the start boat and pin.
• You can pump for 30 seconds after the start,  
 then must stop and sail conventionally.
• Once around the top mark, you have unlimited  
 pumping downwind, or on a reach.



up the beach to finish. The Marathon this year 
was won by a 14 year old local youth sailor who 
also races Optimist dinghies.
The top prize at the regatta is the Overall Australian 
Champion and it’s a calculation of the divisional 
winners’ results in each discipline, excluding  
Freestyle. The sailors’ scores for Course Racing, 
Slalom and Marathon are tallied to crown an 
‘Overall Champion’ for whichever event it may  
be – National, European, World. As it happens, 
Australia’s Nick Bez from Melbourne was the 
current Overall World Windsurfer Champion after 
a successful Worlds Campaign on Lake Garda, 
Italy last year. I was lucky to beat him at this 
regatta after we were tied going into the Marathon. 
He finished 3rd in his division (Heavy) and dropped 
back to 3rd in the Overall Champion category, 
and I was 1st in my division (Super Heavy) to take 
the top honour this year. Michael Lancey 
(Medium) was 2nd Overall Champion.
The NSW Team as a group also won the coveted 
interstate trophy as best performing state.

The Freestyle event always forms part of a 
National Championship, and some sailors only 
come to compete in this discipline. It involves  
a five minute routine in a marked box close to 
shore, where the sailor completes as many 
‘tricks’ as they can during the time. Four judges 
watch and score the degree of difficulty, style  
and precision, penalties for dropping or falling, 
and for the dismount. In the competition this year, 
a father and son team on the same board did a 
routine with the son sitting, then standing on the 
dad’s shoulders, which was terrific to watch.
The Slalom event involves a one minute count-
down, then fleets of eight battle a short course. 
There is no time to rest or think too much, you 
just have to get set and go. This type of racing 
suits good Course Racers, as it’s strategic,  
tactical, pumping, lay lines, mark roundings, 
gybing and tacking in about a seven minute race 
in a small fleet. It’s very intense as a competitor, 
and exciting for the spectator as racers fly past, 
crash and fall, with leads and places changing 
constantly. I was allocated heat 1, then if success- 
ful, heat 3, and if successful again, heat 6 which 
was the final. I won all three heats but had to see 
off a very good challenger from the top South 
Australian sailor who got a shift on the second 
work, and we met near the top mark on port  
and starboard. I was the starboard tack board 
and lee bowed the port tacker coming at me, 
which seemed to confuse him; we were then  
only a metre from each other, perfectly parallel, 
when we tacked at the lay line; my tack was 
faster, and I was able to get ahead and put an 
immediate wind shadow, making his lay line  
position evaporate. In the final heat, which I  
won, my heart rate peaked at 175bpm and  
the lowest was 160bpm for the whole race!
The Marathon is a race involving all competitors 
for no less than 90 minutes. As the Super Heavy 
division winner, I got to ring the bell after running 
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Bottom: Slalom final 
start
Below: Freestyle trick. 
Photos © Shane Baker.

Marathon start. 
Photo © Shane Baker



14 1962 America’s Cup
Part 2: The Boat & crew

by Max Press

The Australian America’s Cup Challenge 
Committee (AACC) undertook financial 
responsibility for the challenge, training the crew 
and sailing the match. The costs of the venture 
were underwritten by ACP, AMPOL and the 
British Tobacco Co (Australia) who took out 
substantial shares in the syndicate. From more 
than 200 applicants, 28 people, including Sir 
Frank Packer and Keith Martin, were chosen for 
training as crew members. Jim Perry, manager of 
the RSYS boatyard, made several models of the 
challenge yacht for tank-testing purposes, as did 
Trevor Gowland from Lars Halvorsen & Sons. 

English-born Alan Payne was the only naval 
architect in Australia engaged exclusively in 
designing yachts and he began testing the 
models in the Stephens Institute at Hoboken, 
USA. Sir Frank hoped building would start at  
the Halvorsens’ workshop on the Parramatta  
River in October 1960 and the yacht would be  
on the water by August 1961. The Halvorsens 
built Gretel at cost. 
Gretel’s specifications: 
Designer Alan Payne
Builder Halvorsen
Year 1962
Length overall 21.16m
Beam 3.58m
Draft 2.67m
Displacement 26.7t
Sail area 170m² 
Construction timber on multi-laminated frames
The ‘trial horse’ Vim arrived in Sydney along with 
her tender Bystander in January 1960. Vim’s 
timber keel was found to be in a poor state; its 
replacement was carried out by Halvorsens and 
was a major job. The work was led by Gowland. 
In completing Vim’s keel, some of her internal 
ballast needed trimming but cutting it with a 

Above: Alan Payne, 
naval architect
Right: a young Trevor 
Gowland (right) 
working on Gretel.
Photo Warren Clarke
Below: Gretel crew  
L to R: P O’Donnell,  
M York,  
D Sargeant,  
F McNulty,  
B Northam,  
B Anderson,  
T Gowland, 
M Halvorsen,  
T Hammond,  
N Wright,  
J Sturrock (Helm).



The appearance of the yacht aroused intense 
interest amongst the sailing community and the 
public because her construction had been veiled 
in secrecy. Yachting experts concluded that her 
‘beamy’ hull would make her a better performer 
in strong winds rather than in light breezes.
The challenger had her framing of Queensland 
maple, with planking of Honduras mahogany in 
fore and aft strakes of two layers. The mahogany, 
of superb quality, was specially imported by  
Vice Commodore Richard Dickson’s company, 
Dickson Primer Ltd. Her lead keel of some  
24 tons was donated by Consolidated Zinc 
Corporation Ltd. There were many donations 
from hundreds of Australian companies to assist 
with the challenge, as so often happens here in 
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bandsaw came to an abrupt halt with a 
SCREECH! – for inside the lead castings were 
cubes of tungsten. Vim had been campaigned 
illegally, as nothing heavier than lead for ballast 
was allowed under the rules. Vim’s first helms-
men to try out were Jock Sturrock, who flew up 
from Melbourne weekly, Bill Solomons and Archie 
Robertson. Of the crew then sailing on Vim, 
seven were in the final crew for the America’s 
Cup, namely: Mick York, Dick Sargeant, Brian 
Northam, Frank McNulty, Barry Anderson, 
Magnus Halvorsen and Jock Sturrock. Navigator 
Terry Hammond was from Brisbane and joined  
a week later. 
Sir Frank’s work for the America’s Cup tapered  
off somewhat in the second half of 1960. In  
July he succeeded in buying into the Melbourne 
television station GTV9. In August he flew his 
wife, Gretel, to a clinic in the United States for 
specialist treatment for a heart condition and he 
was at her side when she died. In September  
he underwent a quite serious operation and then  
had further surgery to remove a cataract. 
In January 1961 Sir Frank was ready to travel  
to the States to decide arrangements for the 
Challenge. He and RSYS Vice Commodore 
Richard Dickson held talks with the America’s 
Cup Committee at the New York Yacht Club and 
also visited the New Jersey Stevens Institute in 
Hoboken where Alan Payne was tank testing 
models. 
The margin of time for preparation was narrowing 
alarmingly. On 19 February 1962, just seven 
months before the match was to be sailed, the 
Australian challenger (as yet unnamed) was 
launched from Halvorsen’s yard. 

Jock Sturrock. Photo 
National Australia Day 
Council.

Left: The Australian 
challenger was 
launched from the 
Halvorsens’ yard
Below: Gretel and  
the ‘trial horse’ Vim  
off Sydney.
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major sporting events. The public interest was 
enormous. Bradmill did much work on sailcloth; 
QANTAS assisted with air transport; Anthony 
Squires provided yachting jackets, slacks and 
two suits per man. Speedo Knitting Mills provided 
two superb woollen jumpers each and donations 
of wet weather gear. There was casual wear  
and footwear from Solo Marine, overalls, electric 
tools and paint, to name just a few. All the rope, 
in vast quantities, including long towing lines,  
was donated by the Rope Makers’ Association.  
It was a tremendous help to the AACC.
The naming ceremony took place at the RSYS 
landing stage in Kirribilli on 28 February 1962. 
Ever the newspaper man, Packer cannily decided 
to hold the launch at 5pm, too late for the 
opposition afternoon papers, but in time for the 
morning Daily Telegraph and TCN 9 to report  
fully. 
Dame Pattie Menzies christened the yacht Gretel, 
after the late Lady Packer.
Despite what appeared to be a peaceful period 
after the christening, in fact more issues arose. In 
April, Harry S Morgan, the chair of the America’s 
Cup Committee at NYYC reminded RSYS that 
the Deed of Gift specified that the competing 
yachts must be designed and constructed in their 
own countries. He claimed that reports that the 
mast extrusions and steering gear for Gretel  

had been obtained from American sources had 
raised considerable comment in the USA. It  
must have been with some alarm that Sir Frank 
asked Payne to provide him with a report on  
the components. Payne explained that a lack of 
facilities in Australia had compelled the syndicate 
to import the extrusions however, he added,  
they had been welded and taped in Australia and  
that ‘we have never considered that the word 
“constructed” should imply the exclusive use of 
home-produced materials.’ Morgan immediately 
reassured Sir Frank that the Committee was 
completely satisfied by this answer. 
Many journalists concluded that the NYYC had 
grown so secure in its possession of the ‘Auld 
Mug’ that it quite overlooked the enormous 
potential advantages it was giving away. 
Professor Bridget Griffen-Foley felt that it was 
possible that the NYYC was prepared to make 
some concessions to the challenger to avoid  
a repeat of the embarrassing 1958 UK Sceptre 
match. 
To be continued.

1962 America’s Cup 1962 
Part 2: The Boat & crew 
continued

Sir Frank Packer on 
the dock as Dame 
Pattie Menzies 
christens Gretel  
with champagne. 
The launch of Gretel  
at the Royal Sydney 
Yacht Squadron on 
Sydney Harbour.  
Vim is sailing behind. 
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Wine-Dark Sea 
with her distinctive 
spinnaker.

Wine-Dark Sea was originally built for Squadron 
Member Geoff Hill as Strewth in 2001/2. She 
is a Lyons 49 and is Australian designed, by 
David Lyons, and built by Mackman yachts in 
Queensland. Only two hulls were ever made  
and both are still active in Australia. The other 
is Never a Dull Moment which sails out of the 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia. I purchased her 
with my late partner Sarah Goddard-Jones in 
2010 and named her Wine-Dark Sea as Geoff 
had taken the name Strewth to his TP52.
While I might be a bit (OK a lot) one-eyed, I 
think she epitomises a modern performance 
cruising classic. By the numbers, she is 49ft 
long (14.95m) with a three metre draft, a beam 
of 4.25m and a displacement a shade under 12 
tonnes. This places her as a middle weight in 
her class with modern 50ft carbon fibre racers 
weighing in around eight tonnes and cruiser/
racers up to 20 tonnes. She also has a finer  
entry in the bow compared to most modern 
cruiser/racers that tend to sacrifice performance 
for internal volume.
This is not to say Wine-Dark Sea is short of 
creature comforts. She sports three double 
cabins and two heads, along with the typical 
drop-down dining table to provide another  
double bed. She is also furnished with fridge, 
freezer, espresso machine, watermaker, 
generator, 240V inverter and 480W of solar 
panels.
My understanding is that Geoff competed with 
her in Cowes Week, Fastnet, King’s Cup, San 
Fernando Race, five Sydney to Hobarts, as well 
as racing in both Sydney and Hong Kong. Sarah 
and I were regular Friday and Saturday racers 
with RSYS and Winter Series with CYCA. We 
also contested a couple of Pittwater to Coffs 
races and northern campaigns in 2016 and 2017. 
2017 was part of a planned trip around Australia 
that was cut short in Darwin. WDS was awarded 
the Squadron’s prestigious Koonya Cup for this 
voyage. After returning WDS to Sydney by truck 
in early 2018, new cruising plans were afoot until 
Sarah tragically passed away in a diving accident 
in June 2019. I dedicated a ‘Spirit of the Regatta’ 
trophy in Sarah’s name at Magnetic Island Race 
Week.

Squadron Classic 
Wine-Dark Sea

by Peter Lowndes

I continue to race in Friday Twilights and am 
currently preparing the boat for the 2025 
Melbourne to Osaka two handed race. 
Modifications will include a carbon fibre rig and 
small bow sprit. While aiming to be competitive, 
as always, my co-skipper Greg Lake and I are 
planning to do it in style, making full use of the 
freezer capacity to avoid resorting to freeze  
dried rations… and of course, the espresso 
machine!



18 Lord Howe Island – 
Classic Yacht BBQ

by Nigel Stoke

This was the 19th Classic Yacht Barbecue since 
inception in 2003, including the 18th – a Covid 
non-event in November 2020. Each of these  
BBQ events is immortalised with a poster specially 
designed and displayed around the waterfront to 
attract Classic yacht skippers and their crews. 
The best regarded was for the 2005 outing with 
the tagline ‘It’s a long way for a sausage.’
As in previous years, the BBQ date had been set 
in advance for the Tuesday two weeks after the 
Melbourne Cup, or for those who could work this 
out, the third Tuesday in November.

This year there were 14 yachts with moorings 
booked, including some of the usual suspects 
who have visited repeatedly over the years.  
For many, this was the first significant sail ‘out  
of the Heads’ for many months, because of lock-
downs and no racing. There are only 14 available 
moorings in North Passage, the lagoon and the 
South Passage for deeper draft vessels, so this 
year, all moorings were taken, and on the island, 
there was no room at the inn due to other island 
visitors!
Lord Howe had been closed for many months 
and only opened up for visitors in early November 
2021 as the island was treated by NSW Health  
as part of Regional NSW. In addition to the  
Covid-related health issues, there was now a  
new regime of compliance for visiting yachts  
with a Bio Security check list including rat traps, 
rat prevention guards and insect cleansers.
The weather forecast for the week leading up to 
the BBQ date looked somewhat ominous, and 
several yachts set out with days to spare and 
arrive early.
Fidelis left Sydney in brisk northerly conditions on 
Thursday 4 November and arrived at the island 
late on Saturday, having sailed close to 600nm 
compared to the rhumb line 425nm. That was a 
lot of extra sea miles, close hauled, tacking and 
into the current. The combination of heavy north-
erly winds and a strong southerly current made 
for challenging conditions!
The wind slowly shifted into the west and south 
west as we got closer to Lord Howe, and we 
arrived off the island in the middle of the night 
with no moon or starlight and in 30 to 35kts of 
sou’westerly wind and heavy sea conditions.  
At that stage we had reduced sail with the  
cruising main down to two reefs and no headsail. 
We spent some four or five hours until dawn 
broad reaching at 10kts some 20nm to the west 
of the island. 
There was no choice but to wait until daylight, 
head around to the east side of the island and 
moor up for a couple of days and wait for easier 
conditions. This would allow us to enter the  
South Passage mooring area and pick up the  
last remaining mooring.
We headed round on the Tuesday morning, into 
South Passage and ashore in good time for a 

Below: Fidelis moored 
off Middle Beach 
waiting for calmer 
conditions
Bottom: Rounding  
Mt Gower.



PS – Tuesday 15 November 2022 is the next  
LHI Classic Yacht BBQ at Ned’s Beach – save  
the date and book your mooring.

beer or two, a shower and clean up, and then 
down to Ned’s Beach for the BBQ. In the event, 
10 yachts had made it to the island with the last 
arriving in the early evening – only just in time to 
join the celebrations at the beach.
Some 70 skippers, crew and visitors attended  
the BBQ, prepared, as usual, by the local school 
parents with a feast of fresh kingfish and other 
local foods. Each person made a donation to 
attend the event, and close to $4,000 was raised 
and presented to the school community.
There were the usual speeches and stories  
told by those on the beach, and as always, the 
challenge issued: ‘Presume we are all on for  
next year?’ The Classic Yacht Trophy, sporting a 
recent upgrade to allow more space for recipient 
records, was presented to Brendan Lyons, the 
skipper of Spindrift on his first (somewhat event-
ful) sail into blue water.
RSYS visiting yachts included Sweet Chariot IV 
and Fidelis. 
Our thanks to the coordinators of the group,  
Alex Seja and Felicity Nelson on Sequel, for their 
excellent work rounding up skippers, yachts and 
liaising with the island community.
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Fidelis rat guard for 
Bio Security
Left: Fidelis crew at 
the Ned’s Beach BBQ
Below: Fidelis LHI 
crew depart on Firefox 
at the jetty.
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LOTS briefing.  
Photo Nic Douglass – 
www.sailorgirlhq.com

LOTS of fun at the Coaching Regatta

by Rear Commodore Karyn Gojnich, Amanda Hicks, 
Kirstin Reblin, Sara Ladd, Jocelyn Webb

Despite many challenges leading into the event, 
our Ladies of the Sea Coaching Regatta held over 
8th and 9th January was a success. Fifteen boats 
and more than 80 participants from nine clubs 
were involved. The weather once again did not 
match the forecast, which enabled us to hold our 
on-shore briefings outside in the fresh air and also 
provided a mix of challenges on the racecourse.
Warm thanks also to our event partners Sail 
Racing, Pantaenius, Above & Beyond Boating 
and Chamber Russell Lawyers for providing 
generous prizes.
Here’s what some of our participants said about 
the weekend:
‘I wanted to thank you all for a fantastic regatta. 
This is only my second season back to sailing 
after a long break, and I am enjoying it so much.  
I found the regatta very informative and helpful  
in improving my skills as a crew member.’
‘Thank you for organising a fabulous regatta.  
It was my first, and now I am bursting with 
enthusiasm to participate in more.’
‘Just a quick word to say how amazing your 
efforts were, and what an incredibly steep 
learning curve it was. The coaching and 
instruction were amazing, and the friendly,  
fun atmosphere was second to none.’
The ethos of this event has always been a hybrid 
of coaching and competition. Our participants 
learned valuable lessons from our experts both  
in the classroom and on the water. 

Results
Keelboat – all female crew
1 Enigma Anna Connery
2 Genovefa Genevieve Slattery
3 Zig Zag 2 Alice Walker
Keelboat – female helm, mixed crew
1 Euphoria Peggy Sniffin
2 Rapunzel Sandy Lawson
3 Whistling Kite Nicola Wakefield Evans
One Design – all female crew
1 Black Adder Lauren Wall
2 Elliott 2 Kim Ketelbey
3  Elliott 3 Rhian Hughes
One Design – female helm mixed crew
1 Holly Jenna Searle
2 Mojo Kirstin Reblin
3 Troika Leah Suters
Supporting the One Design Division was Lisa 
Darmanin, two-time Olympic sailor, competing  
in the Nacra 17 class at the Rio 2016 (Silver 
Medal) and Tokyo 2020 (5th) Games, and 
recipient of the Australian Female Sailor of  
the Year 2021 award. RSYS Member and 
professional sailor David Chapman, who has 
multiple World Championships, National titles  
and the Sayonara Cup in his list of achieve-
ments, was also part of the coaching team. 
Onboard the Club’s Elliotts, supporting our 
keelboat programme graduates were Maddie 
O’Shea, Claudia Thackray and Greta Quealy.
Supporting the Keelboat Division, were triple 
Olympian and Rear Commodore Karyn Gojnich, 
offshore sailor Lindy Hardcastle and RSYS 
Member Julie Clarke. As well as setting up  
starting drills to help boats practise their approach 
to racing, both Julie and Lindy were hopping on 
and off boats to share their experience.
The LOTS Coaching Regatta is not just about 
nurturing female talent on the water, it is also an 
opportunity for women to try their hand and learn 
the fine art of race management. Here’s what 
Club Member Jocelyn Webb said:
‘I have been a Member of RSYS for a while, 
always focused on sailing. This season I decided 
to take a break from Saturday sailing, however, 
the opportunity to volunteer for the LOTS Regatta 
and support our Club in a volunteer capacity was 



Jan Newland, Sara Ladd, Kirstin Reblin, Trish 
Stanley, Jocelyn Webb, Emma Harvey, Sophie 
Hunt, and our honorary handicapper John 
Maclurcan. Also to Rob Ridley, Marg Carney,  
Will Imlay from the Sailing Department and Zac 
Quinlan from Marketing and Communications.  
A special mention must also go to the staff at  
our Club who, like most hospitality venues, have 
been managing major staff shortages with the 
escalating Covid situation.
We were very fortunate over the weekend to be 
joined by ‘Sailor Girl’ Nic Douglass who acted  
as MC at our presentation dinner on Sunday 
evening. Nic is a three-time World Champion in 
the Tasar dinghy, over ten-time Australian National 
Champion in fleet and match racing, and won 
two Grade One gold medals in the Olympic class 
of Women’s Match Racing for the Australian 
Sailing Team in the lead up to the 2012 Olympic 
Games. 
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LOTS one design start.  
Photo Nic Douglass – 
www.sailorgirlhq.com

Below: MC Nic 
Douglass.
All female crew on  
Zig Zag 2. Photo  
Nic Douglass –  
www.sailorgirlhq.com.

too good to pass up. I was privileged to be  
given a chance to join the Race Committee team 
on the fabulous start boat Mischief. Although  
I have participated in many race starts from  
the water and have a basic knowledge of rules 
and sequences, it was an eye-opener to gain  
a different perspective.
‘Under the expert tutelage of Trish Stanley and 
Rob Ridley, and with fellow newbie Emma Harvey, 
we had a busy introduction to line setting, mark 
positions, flags – in particular the criticality of the 
timing of reaching the top on raising and lowering 
the flags, watching for boats that may cross  
early, and for the finish, ensuring all the times 
were correct to the second, as this can be the 
difference between taking home the silverware,  
or not. I can confirm the myth that all the Race 
Committee do during the race is lie back, sip 
wine and take in the harbour views is well and 
truly busted! During the race, discussion centres 
around courses, mark positions, likely finish time 
and order, and for regattas, ensuring fair races  
in terms of length and courses. We also watch 
hoists and drops, and with the benefit of viewing 
from the top deck, we become armchair 
tacticians!
‘I loved the day so much that I have decided  
to undertake a race management and umpire 
course, and have put up my hand to join the  
race management crew roster! PS We did indulge 
in a sip of wine or two at the end of the day, over 
a debrief of course.’
This regatta would not have happened without 
the dedication of the Squadron Member volunteers 
who worked on the Regatta Committee and  
Race Management team. Thank you to: Amanda 
Hicks, Jonathan McCray, Jane McCullough,  



In December 2019, just before the Covid 
pandemic swept the world, we sailed our 
Beneteau Oceanis 50, Sea Monster, from 
Singapore to Langkawi and then on to Phuket. 
We have fond memories of that trip. While it is 
only a 550nm hop, this was the first extended 
journey we had embarked upon since acquiring 
Sea Monster in June 2018.  
We broke the 2019 trip into two legs. First from 
Singapore, through the Malacca Straits, to 
Langkawi. Good friends from Sydney (James 
Bevis and Yee Fong Wong) joined us on that leg. 
We had the usual challenges of dodging squid 
boats at night but thankfully manoeuvred around 
Port Klang and the One Fathom Bank in daylight. 
This turned out to be a good thing, as one of  
our crew had never sailed at night before.
We reached Langkawi on New Year’s Eve. 
Unfortunately though, it had been 25kts  
upwind for the last 75nm from Penang into 
Langkawi. While Sea Monster revelled in the 
strong conditions under a reef and full jib, the 
crew were shaken around all night and didn’t 
sleep much. As such, a couple of them didn’t 
manage to ring in the New Year.
After snugging Sea Monster into her berth at  
the Royal Langkawi Yacht Club, we returned  
to Singapore and work. In February 2020, we 
returned to Langkawi where we were joined by 
my father (Ken Chase), best friend from high 

school (Nick Townend) and long-time colleague 
from Hong Kong (Ian Ritchie). We all recall 
walking through airports and marvelling at the 
sight of people fully-garbed in PPE (we didn’t 
even know that term at the time) as rumours 
continued to circulate about a new ‘SARS-like’ 
disease that was spreading around the world.
Unperturbed, we had an excellent time sailing 
from Langkawi to Phuket. As we had allowed  
10 days for the passage of only 150nm, we were 
able to stop at many of the iconic stops along  
the way. Our favourite place in Langkawi was the 
‘Hole in the Wall’ – an entrance from the sea into 
an estuarine mangrove system. As the name 
suggests, the gap to enter was very narrow (only 
a few boat lengths) between soaring granite cliffs. 
Having sailed through the entrance, we gingerly 
navigated through shallow water up a side creek. 
The attraction here was seafood restaurants 
under the shadow of the imposing mountain 
range behind. As if on cue, as we rounded  
the corner, the friendly waiters-cum-boat boys 
poured out of the restaurants and arranged a 
fore-aft mooring for us just metres from the side 
of the mangroves.
For the small sum of US$15 we were allowed to 
moor overnight, and the restaurant agreed to stay 
open for us after all the day-trippers had left so 
that we could enjoy a slap-up seafood supper. 
We had been given a tip by a good friend and at 
sunset we broke open the chicken bones we had 
bought in a local supermarket. Langkawi is home 
to hundreds of magnificent sea eagles. We stood 
on the restaurant deck holding up chicken bones 
for the birds to swoop in and take.
After leaving Langkawi, we slowly motored our 
way northwards in light breeze through Thailand 
with stops at Koh Tanga (an undeveloped island 
with a postcard perfect sandy spit), Koh Muk 
(where we swam through the tunnel into the 
smuggler’s cave), Koh Ha (which is like an 
aquarium in the middle of the Andaman Sea),  
Koh Phi Phi (aka ‘The Beach’) and finally on to 
Phangna Bay (the island from the James Bond 
film) before we arrived in Phuket.
While it had been a delightful cruise and we ticked 
a lot of items on our bucket lists, the purpose of 
our journey north was to do some much neglect-
ed maintenance work on Sea Monster ahead of a 

Sea Monster returns 
to Singapore

by Jeremy Chase

The Sea Monsters 
setting off. L to R 
Genevieve Chase, 
Jeremy Chase, Claire 
Canning, Ken Chase.
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planned departure on the World ARC (a cruising 
in company circumnavigation.) When we motored 
into Boat Lagoon in Phuket on 31 January 2020, 
little did we know that we would not have her 
back in Singapore until nearly two years later. The 
very same day that we arrived in Boat Lagoon, 
Sea Monster was plucked from the water and 
placed on the hardstand. Our maintenance 
schedule did not start well when our English 
project manager sent us a message to say that 
he could not meet us as he was out yacht racing 
for the weekend. We never heard from him  
again. Fortunately, we had only paid a deposit  
of US$1,000, so it was not as bad a situation  
as it could have been.
We took on the project management role our- 
selves and, within a day or so, were able to line 
up the key contractors. One of the reasons for 
doing the work in Phuket was that I have a lot of 
close friends in the marine industry based there 
who were able to help us along the way. We 
returned to Singapore with a plan to fly up and 
down to Phuket every month (or more frequently) 
to monitor the work and ensure things were  
done the way we wanted. Needless to say, a  
few weeks after returning to Singapore, the 
international borders were slammed shut, and  
six weeks after returning to Singapore, we found 
ourselves in a hard lockdown and were not 
allowed to leave our house.
Despite the challenge of managing the project 
remotely, things progressed well. The craftsmen 
we had selected in Phuket were absolutely top 
quality – real artisans of their various trades. In 
July 2021, after being double-vaxxed, my wife 
Genevieve was able to travel to Phuket and be 
re-united with Sea Monster.
A period of intense work followed as the  
maintenance tasks were all completed, and in 
September 2021, Sea Monster was ‘splashed’ 
– her first time in the water for 18 months.  
Fortunately, she revelled at being in her element 
again, and other than a slight leak where the 
prop-shaft seal had been re-set, there were no 
major issues. The remaining snagging work was 
completed and in December 2021, even though  
I was in the middle of one of the biggest court 
cases of my career, I was able to travel to Phuket 
and join Sea Monster and Genevieve.

We conducted ‘sea-trials’ by way of a shake-
down cruise in the week before Christmas.  
The modifications to the boat worked really  
well. With new solar power and lithium batteries, 
power was limitless and free in the hot tropical 
sunshine. The re-commissioned watermaker 
started on the first attempt and produced 
drinkable water by the bucket load. However, 
most impressive to me was one morning as we 
lazed in bed, Genevieve produced her iPhone 
and, without leaving her bunk, was able to start  
the generator!
We enjoyed a hectic Christmas and New Year in 
Phuket visiting markets, pantomimes and eating 
some magnificent meals. As 2021 drew to a 
close, my father joined us in Phuket from Sydney 
(the Australian government having recently 
decided to allow Australians to travel overseas 
again) together with a sailing friend (Claire from 
Singapore). The plan was for the four of us to  
sail Sea Monster from Phuket to Singapore 
arriving in January 2022.
Looking back, the most difficult part of the 
journey south was obtaining the approvals to 
enter Singapore. We found all of the relevant 
government agencies (the Ministry of Manpower 
(MOM), the Maritime Port Authority (MPA) and  
the Immigration and Checkpoint Authority (ICA)) 
to be professional and helpful. However, with 
Covid protocols changing every few days, and  

Top: Happy Sea 
Monsters at dawn. 
Jeremy and 
Genevieve Chase
Above: Night watch  
in the Malacca Strait.



no local boat having been permitted to return to 
Singapore for nearly 18 months, the process was 
not easy. We started speaking to the authorities 
six months before our voyage and ended up 
exchanging hundreds of emails. The first attempt 
was a like a Monty Python skit:
• MPA: ‘You can come to Singapore if ICA  
 allows it.’
• ICA: ‘We don’t have an issue but you have  
 an employment visa so you need to speak  
 to MOM.’
• MOM: ‘Boats aren’t our jurisdiction. You  
 need to ask ICA.’
Finally, we were able to break the deadlock  
and obtain the official approvals. Although the 
approvals were in place, they kept changing 
almost until we tied on to the dock in Singapore 
– this caused some anxiety for the crew who  
had fears of being trapped on Sea Monster for  
an extended and unplanned stay.
The cruise south was our real shakedown  
cruise for Sea Monster. Because of the Covid 
protocols, we were not allowed to stop and go 
ashore on any islands. However, we did take the 
more offshore path which took us through the 
Adang-Rawi Archipelago. These are the southern- 
most islands on the Andaman coast of Thailand 
and just 30nm from Langkawi in Malaysia. As  
the group is a national park, there is only one 
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inhabited island (which provided a much-needed 
cell signal.) The island group forms a magnificent 
natural harbour which easily rivals the more well- 
known Bass Harbour in Langkawi. Although we 
were not able to stop and appreciate the full  
amenities of the islands, we anchored for one 
night to allow the crew to rest. From on anchor, 
through the crystal-clear water, we could see 
extensive coral formations with clouds of fish 
swarming through the coral fronds. The most 
well-known island in the group is Koh Lipe and 
we have definitely put this place on our list of 
islands for a return visit.
Leaving the Adang-Rawi Archipelago, the light 
winds soon freshened into a 15-25kt nor’easterly 
breeze. Typical monsoon conditions. We deployed 
the new continuous furling cruising code zero 
(CCZ) that had been supplied by Zoom Sails.  
It took less than an hour for this sail to become 
everyone’s favourite sail. The spinnaker was 
stowed, and I don’t know when we will ever see 
that again. The CCZ is so easy for one person  
to deploy and to furl. Its only downside is that 
until we are able to rig our pole (we are waiting  
on a few parts), the CCZ only allows us to sail  
an apparent wind angle of around 110-120 
degrees. We hope that when the final pieces  
for our spinnaker pole arrive, we will be able to 
sail comfortably at AWA 165-175 with the CCZ  
poled to windward.
We enjoyed a spirited night of sailing. Top speed 
under full main and jib was 9.4kts. We sailed 
south skirting storms and squid boats. The new 
Raymarine Doppler Radar turned out to be an 
amazing tool for this. We could not only see the 
fishing boats and the storm cells, but we could 
tell which direction they were heading and when 
they were likely to intercept us. Having rarely used 
the old radar, the entire crew soon found that  
the capability of the new radar made night sailing  
so much easier. It was rarely turned off after  
the first night.
After four more days, we had travelled through 
Malaysia and arrived at the border with Singapore. 
One advantage of the new protocols is that 
instead of clearing customs and immigration at 
sea, we were directed to go straight to Raffles 
Marina. Flying the Q flag, we were met by a 
contingent of the Raffles Marina staff who tied  

Sea Monster returns to 
Singapore Continued

Celebrating the win 
back at the dock.

Sunrise at Nai Yang.
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the boat to the dock and erected barricades to 
prevent the public from inadvertently coming into 
contact with our boat of pestilence. A doctor 
arrived to conduct PCR swabs on Ken who was 
due to fly to Australia the next day. We had a final 
supper of champagne, lamb fillets in cranberry  
jus and roast pumpkin to celebrate a successful 
voyage and then turned in for the night.
By the next morning, Ken had a negative PCR 
test and we were free to start the next leg of the 
trip. One quirk of the new Covid protocols is  
that to check in and clear immigration, we had  
to travel 20nm from Raffles Marina to the down- 
town commercial pier. To do this we chartered a 
harbour work boat – although the ‘Uncles’ driving 
the boat were very pleasant, they did put up the 
price by another $250 on the morning we were 
due to depart.
On arrival at the commercial pier, we joined 
dozens of ships’ crew who were wearing the 
unofficial uniform of rubber boots and boiler suits. 
We looked a little out of place in our loafers and 
sports coats. Luckily, the hundreds of emails we 
had exchanged with the authorities did their job, 
and we were escorted to a private waiting area 
before being processed into Singapore. Under 
the rules, Ken was required to go directly to 
Changi airport and board a flight for Australia – 
which he dutifully did. The rest of the crew were 
sent home and ordered to remain there for seven 
days.
I write this sipping a morning coffee in my back 
garden. We are due to be released from our 
seven day quarantine tomorrow. Sea Monster  
is securely tied to the dock waiting for us. More 
than two years after we left, tomorrow we will 
finally be able to take her for a sail in her home 
waters.

Above: Sea Monster  
in Singapore. 
Left: PCR test at 
Raffles Marina.



won the warmup regatta while also learning lots 
about the local conditions so that we knew what 
to expect for the Nationals later that week.
After a two day break over New Year when we 
did our measurement and practice race, we  
were back at it again for the first day of racing. 
Unfortunately the conditions that we had were 
very different to the hot sea breezes in which  
we had competed for the warm-up regatta. We 
were faced with a cold south-east breeze with  
big rolling swell. These medium-heavy winds  
with swell became a common trend for the whole 
regatta. We had great pace upwind throughout 
the regatta, leading the fleet round the top mark 
on numerous occasions, however, we lacked 
downwind speed because of our lack of practice 
in the big swell. We were in a constant three  
way battle all week, ending up third overall, with 
Victorian team James Jackson and Tana Deyell 
coming second, and locals, Ben Hinks and  
Carter Baker, taking the win at their home club.
Thanks to coaches Craig Ferris and Dan Smith, 
North Sails, our families and clubs for helping us 
prepare for this regatta. 
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Ben McKay at the  
420 Nationals

2022 Australian 420 National  
Championship by Benedict McKay
The 420s are a great and fun class for Youth 
sailors as they help them understand the basic 
boat set up and rig tuning as well as providing 
some really tactical racing. While the class had 
smaller numbers last year, the fleet is growing  
in popularity again with a 20 boat fleet at this 
year’s Nationals. Despite the many challenges 
that were faced throughout the year, the  
Australian 420 Association did a fantastic job  
of putting together a great Nationals.
As my regular skipper was injured at the beginning 
of December, I teamed up with Austin Cross only 
two weeks prior to travelling to Adelaide, so it 
was an intense preparation for us. We had the 
opportunity to get to Brighton and Seacliff Yacht 
Club at the end of December for the South  
Australian 420 States. This training regatta gave 
us a feel for the conditions while also getting back 
in touch with some of the racing experience that 
we were lacking from the Sydney lockdown last 
year. With the help of our NSWIS coach Craig 
Ferris, we were able to perform reasonably and 



Above: James 
Hayhoe, second in 
the Laser 4.7 at Sail 
Sydney. 
Below: Summer 
camp fun.

Success at Sail Sydney
From 10-12 December, nine Laser sailors  
represented RSYS at the Sail Sydney Regatta. 
Sailors competed in a variety of different  
conditions, ranging from gusty southerlies to no 
wind at all. Congratulations to all participating 
sailors and a special mention to James Hayhoe 
who was placed 2nd in the Laser 4.7 fleet.
Ian Kingsford Smith, RSYS Member and Race 
Officer commented, ‘I want to thank all those who 
gave up their time to be part of Sail Sydney over 
the past four days. From all accounts, the event 
went well, despite the difficult weather conditions 
we all experienced. The feedback I have received 
is that the competitors were happy and very 
appreciative. I know that your involvement helped 
make the event a success.’
A huge team of Squadron Members were 
involved in managing the event. 
Committee vessel Mischief: Ian Kingsford Smith, 
Julie Clarke, Bill Fleming, Kevin Leedow, Ian 
Woodforth, Rob Ridley, Adrian Dolin and Kari 
Svensen.
Mark boats: Will Imlay and James Curr.
Rescue boats: Xavier McLachlan, Tiana Wittey, 
Robert Kuijken, Sean Wong, Lauren Tandy,  
Danielle Gerace, Jenna Searle, Andrew  
McGonigle, Annabelle Connery, Maddie O’Shea, 
Aiden Young and Cara Tyler.

RSYS Summer Camp – A Sydney 
Harbour Adventure! by Josh Chant
Seventeen RSYS Youth Members were fortunate 
to take part in our annual Summer Youth Camp. 
The sailors were treated to a variety of different 
sailing and water sports activities around the 
harbour over the week, with nice weather for  
the most part. 
The itinerary included sailing to Manly and playing 
SUPball by Manly Wharf; sailing to Balmoral for 
windsurfing off the beach; snorkelling at Shelly 
Beach and dinner at Northbridge Sailing Club.  
A big ‘thank you’ to our coaches Sarah Imlay, 
Charlie Alexander and James Hayhoe for making 
the camp a big success.
Undoubtedly the highlight of the week for our 
young sailors was the opportunity to sail aboard 
Club Members’ yachts in the Wednesday Royal 
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Prince Edward Yacht Club race. We are 
immensely grateful to the owners and crews of 
Allegro, Coco, Euphoria, Gail Force, Philosopher 
and Star Ferry. 
With a brisk 20+ kts forecast, the ballast from 
even our smallest Youth sailor was welcome!  
Fortunately, the conditions held at a raceable 
level, and the crews enjoyed integrating their  
new teammates. All the sailors reported how 
welcome they felt and how much they learned 
from their big boat experience. It was great  
to see the crews involving and mentoring our 
young Members and getting them ‘hands on’. 
The sailors were really impressed with how the  
fundamentals from their dinghy sailing can apply 
to yacht sailing and they can’t wait for their next 
opportunity to come yacht racing.
The day was coordinated by JT and the Cruising 
Committee, and without their organisation, the 
Youth sailors wouldn’t have had such a fabulous 
sailing experience. 
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Right: Christmas 
Cup L-R Annabelle 
Connery, Kyra Early, 
Tiana Wittey and  
Jed Cruickshank.

Squadron Keelboat 
Program – good  
to race again!

by Jack Littlechild
The SKP sailors have competed in several regattas 
in recent months. It has been fantastic to race 
again after the long pandemic hiatus.
On 6 November 2021, we hosted the first match 
racing event since lockdown: the Squadron Elliott 
7s Series. Congratulations to our first champion 
of the series, fellow Member Jed Cruickshank.
Massimo Henderson commented on the racing, 
‘We had four teams out in 15-20kts, which 
produced some thrills and spills. It featured a  
lot of tactical racing, and all the teams came 
away having learned a great deal. It was a 
wonderful experience, and we can’t wait for  
the next regatta. 
In late November, our squad sailors experienced 
success at both the RPAYC’s Ecostore Match 
Racing Regatta and CYCA’s Bolle Australia  
Cup – the first major match racing competitions 
since lockdown and the first time our sailors  
had competed against teams from CYCA and 
RPAYC in nine months.
At the Ecostore Regatta, new RSYS skipper Max 
Paul hit the ground running, dominating the round 
robin series and finishing the regatta in fourth 
place. Three days later at the Bolle Regatta,  
Jed Cruickshank followed suit, despite extremely 
heavy winds and torrential rain. Jed and his team 
finished third overall after winning the petit final.
SKP Head Coach Nev Wittey commented on the 
second event, ‘It was an exciting regatta and a 

very competitive fleet. The races were often hotly 
contested with the lead changing constantly.  
Our teams performed admirably and continue  
to develop their boat handling skills.’
Over the first weekend of December, the SKP 
hosted the RSYS Christmas Cup 2021. The 
regatta comprised two separate match racing 
events, with one held each day. On Saturday the 
teams were challenged with strong winds and  
a very short course. SKP skipper Max Paul and 
his team placed first after the double round robin,  
but a difficult final series against RPAYC skipper 
Alistair Read saw Max drop to second. SKP 
sailors Xavier McLachlan and Massimo 
Henderson rounded out the top four with third 
and fourth place respectively. The second day 
saw shifty winds and a tricky course beneath 
Mosman Point. Alistair and his team sailed well 
and secured the podium for a second day. Jed 
placed second with Xavier and Max in third and 
fourth respectively.
Our squad is now preparing for the Hardy Cup 
and the New Zealand match racing tour, Covid 
travel rules permitting. 
On behalf of the SKP, I would like to thank all the 
parent volunteers, our Coach Nev Wittey and our 
umpires Rear Commodore Karyn Gojnich and 
Erica Kirby who support our regattas. 



Fun aboard Fidelis, Viva la Vita, Love Child 
and Troika.

Keelboat harbour 
adventure for  
our Youth sailors

On 13 February our dinghy sailors were treated  
to a harbour sail aboard several of our Members’ 
yachts. It was a great way to mix together young 
and old sailors, showcasing potential future 
sailing pathways for our Youth.
After a briefing on the lawn at 12:30pm, sailors 
met the yachts on the pontoon and jumped on 
board. The boats headed out towards North 
Head in a pleasant 10-12kt nor’easter blessed 
with sunshine, which made for glamour sailing 
conditions. Lucky kids!
Our Laser sailors opted for some more on-water 
training ahead of next month’s Metros Regatta  
at RPAYC. A big thank you to our Squadron 
Members for assisting with their yachts:
Fidelis – Nigel Stoke 
Love Child – Joanna Love  
Viva La Vita – Howard Elliott  
Troika – Adam Tran
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30 Barranjoey Pin  
Recipient

by Gordon Lavery

John Bertrand AO 
Barranjoey Pin Number 47
Awarded for Finn Worlds 1971  
(Legend, Sport Australia Hall of Fame) 
John Bertrand has achieved so much in yachting 
that it is difficult to encompass in a short article: 
World and National titles, selection for three 
Olympics, an Olympic bronze, five America’s Cup 
campaigns and, of course, winning the America’s 
Cup itself in 1983.
Winning the Olympic bronze in Montreal in 1976 
– or as he puts it, ‘losing the gold’ – was a turning 

point when he realised it took both physical and 
mental preparation to pull off the big victories. 
The ‘loss’ of that gold in turn became a key frame 
of reference for the America’s Cup victory seven 
years later.
It’s not that John wasn’t able to bear pressure  
or attain the fitness required for Olympic 
performance – he and his competitors typically 
wore 35kg weight jackets in the 1972 Olympics!
At the 1976 Olympics, as he led into the bottom 
mark with East German Jochen Schumann 
breathing down his neck, John took a decision 
that he shouldn’t have; the boat capsized, and 
Schumann took the gold. (Schumann went on  
to win two more gold medals at later Olympics.)
About three months later, John realised that if he 
had been mentally tougher, he could just as easily 
have made the right decision and won the gold. 
That’s when his journey into the world of sports 
psychology began.
After returning from Montreal, John established 
North Sails in Melbourne and began campaigning 
a Soling for the 1980 Moscow Olympics, for 
which he was selected. However the Australian 
yachting authorities decided to boycott the 
Games without even consulting the athletes. 
Instead of John going to Moscow, Alan Bond  
was quick to secure his services as tactician  
for his next America’s Cup challenge that year.
In his previous Cup campaigns, John had found 
the Australians had the enthusiasm but not the 
time, technology, or money to mount winning 
challenges, although each year they learned  
more about what was required.
The 1980 challenge went the way of the others, 
and the Australian boat was ‘blown out of the 
water’. But after the final race, Alan Bond leapt 
onto the boat and said to the crew, ‘We now 
know enough to win the Cup, and Bertrand will 
be the skipper for the next challenge.’ ‘This was 
news to me at the time!’ says John.
‘I thought to myself, “This is really what I have 
been waiting for,” so we put the Australia II 
programme together, and I introduced the world 
of sports psychology to the team as well.’
The Carlton Football Club was one of a handful  
of major sporting teams in the country to use  
a sports psychologist – Laurie Hayden – and  
the team had just won back-to-back VFL 
Premierships. After meeting Laurie, John 
introduced him to the team, and he went on  
to become an important sounding board.’  
For myself, more so than the team members;  
he was an unemotional sounding board, a 
professional sounding board, and that became 
very important.’
There was mixed reaction from the team to  
the initiative. ‘Some felt they didn’t have the 

Below: John Bertrand 
1972 Munich Olympics 
sporting a 35kg jacket
Bottom: John with 
wife Rasa after the 
1976 bronze medal 
presentation.



confidence to open up, but others really wanted 
to find out more about exploiting their own ability 
to make the right decisions at the right time,’ 
recollects John.
In September 1983 at 3-1 down in the best of 
seven series, the Australia II crew had their backs 
to the wall. The Americans were confident, but 
incredibly, the Australians clawed their way back 
to the famous ‘winged keel’ victory.
‘That fightback from 3-1 down was part and 
parcel of that story. It’s all about every race,  
one at a time. Forget about the consequences  
of winning or losing, it’s just noise, it has no 
relevance to your ability to perform.
‘It became a mental game. To achieve true high 
performance, you need to get into your own  
“flow zone” as we call it and move to where the 
environment becomes slow motion. You then 
make decisions more easily because seemingly 
there is more time, even though decisions are 
made in microseconds. You are in your own  
flow zone.’
The Australian comeback astounded the 
Americans, with locals in Newport becoming 
increasingly concerned as they watched their 
multi-million dollar industry disappearing before 
their eyes. 
’I have great respect for the Americans in 
everything they do. They are extremely 
competitive and confident by nature. So the 
consideration of looking down the barrel with 
shock and horror at potentially losing was just 
way outside anything they’d ever perceived.
‘Consulting company McKinsey’s said we were 
on a new “development S curve”; very rarely  
do you see that. Generally, developments move 
forward step by step, whereas we leap-frogged 
many areas. It’s called “disruption”; we were  
one of the first disrupters.
‘Virtually every act and decision of the campaign 
was made with an eye to the future. What’s this 
game going to look like in 20 years’ time, and  
let’s get there faster than anyone else in the 
world. It was a vision-driven model that was key 
to the America’s Cup project, and in particular, it 
empowered our young people to have no fear!
‘The Confederation of Australian Sport voted  
the Australia II victory as the greatest team 
performance of the last 200 years of Australian 
sport, this is something of which we are all 
extremely proud.’ 
The value of sports psychology has remained 
with John even during his time as Chairman  
and President of Swimming Australia from 2013 
to 2020.
‘We worked very closely with our Australian 
Special Forces military. In their world, it is life and 
death in terms of their preparation both physically 
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Top: 3-1 down and 
things are looking 
grim for Australia II
Above: At the 
America’s Cup victory 
press conference 
Left: John Bertrand 
lifts the ‘Auld Mug’ – 
The America’s Cup.

and mentally. We learned from these highly 
trained people about decision making under 
extreme pressure. The key is to make the right 
decisions at the right time, anywhere in the world, 
at your own velocity. That was our aim: for our 
athletes to be empowered to seize the moment 
in their own time and space, in some cases  
with the added pressure of a global television 
audience of over a billion people!
‘I’m proud to say our swim team in Tokyo was 
the most successful swim team in history.’
John has a simple piece of advice for young 
people starting out in sailing, or indeed life: stay 
curious. ‘The young need to be more inquisitive 
and more curious. The ones that really go from 
strength to strength are those who are constantly 
asking questions. It’s fine to have natural ability 
and a passion for sailing, but if you are to 
maximise your learnings, then you’ve got to be  
in the business of asking questions... and never 
stop!’
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Squadron Members 
appearing in the 2022 
Australia Day Honours 
List
The Flag Officers wish to 
congratulate the following 
Members for their recent 
honours:
Dr Kristine Barlow-Stewart AM 
Significant service to 
medicine in the field of 
human genetics, and to 
education.
Dr Alice R Killen AM  
Significant service to medical 
administration, and to 
healthcare delivery.
Mr Jospeh T Rizk OAM AM  
Significant service to the 
not-for-profit sector, and to 
banking and commerce.
Mrs Leone D Steele OAM  
Service to the community  
of Bathurst.
Mr Martin A Hill AM  
Significant service to 
business, to sailing, and  
to the community.
Mr Will P Ryan OAM  
Service to sport as a gold 
medalist at the Tokyo 
Olympic Games 2020.

Dr Kristine Barlow-Stewart AM Dr Alice R Killen AM Mr Jospeh T Rizk OAM AM 

Mrs Leone D Steele OAM Mr Martin A Hill AM Mr Will P Ryan OAM 

Margaret Rintoul in the 
2022 Sydney to Hobart 
Classic Yacht Regatta 
hosted by the CYCA. Photo 
ROLEX/Andrea Francolini.
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Book Club Christmas 
lunch had a dress up 
theme ‘à la Princess 
Margaret’. Photo 
Elena Cavallero.

Clockwise from left: 
Ian Burnet addressed 
the Cruising Division 
on the creation of the 
Map of Tasmania on 
display in the Mitchell 
Library. Photo Rene 
Chapman
Annabel Hammond 
and Marj Trevillion  
get into the spirit of  
the Melbourne Cup.  
Photo Zac Quinlan.
Ian Grant with his 
granddaughters at the 
Children’s Christmas 
Party 
Mahjong players’ 
Christmas lunch. 
Photo Elena Cavallero
Christmas Dining In 
Night. Photos Peter 
Curran and Jane 
McCullough. 



New Members

The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased Members 
listed below: 

King RFD ADM,  
James Rodon;  
Bartter, Peter John; 
Breslin, Francis Hugh; 
MacDougall,  
Patricia Claire;  
Topey, Kevin Anthony.

METROPOLITAN 
Bellingham, Peter R Bishop M S Whitnall
Martin, Kellie J G Hancox I MacDiarmid
Tutt AM, Leo D Kindl J Morton
Tyler, Paul G Deakin S Hunt
Stone, Nadia Rear Commodore K D Gojnich G Wong
McGrath, Adam R D Kerr P Raj
Treffry, Soames M Ford Rear Commodore K D Gojnich
Grolman, Patricia A S Nelson J Taylor
Brightwell, Ian A A Young M J Dawes
Holman, Anne M Bloxham C F Moore
Hattersley, Pia Commodore R Chapman J Merrington
Hammett, Rohan H Jones G Smith
Khaw, Leonard R Hickey D Brown
Hayhoe, David R McLachlan S Hunt
Small, Peter A Quinn P Robertson
Kelly, Robert I R Box AJ  Parkes
Mugford, Gillian Rear Commodore K D Gojnich A Barbour
McCluskey, Brian P K Crane J C Marty
INTERMEDIATE
Sutton, Benjamin B Howard A Gunn
Burns, Gemma Rear Commodore K D Gojnich D E Edwards
Crawford, Robert A J Elliott P J F Thackray
Quist, Sophie P Sharp D Creer
AFFILIATE
Harris, Rhydian R Sackelariou H Jarrett
Tutt, Sarah D Kindl J Moreton
Tarnawsky, Patricia M M Knapp D J Wright
Thornton, Robyn V L Morris J E Freedman OAM
Poole, Janice R Procter P Bishop
Newman, Julie L Dow Vice Commodore R B Taylor
Treffry, Allison M Ford Rear Commodore K D Gojnich
Dunn, Patricia M M Knapp W T Wright
Alexander, Daryl R Hickey D Brown
Everingham, Jane R McLachlan S Hunt
Pan, Han Song I R Box A J Parkes
YOUTH
Searle, Jenna N Wittey J Wittey
Kinsman, Brodie R McLachlan S Hunt
Yu, Alexander Rear Commodore K D Gojnich Z Quinlan
Treffry, Fleur M Ford Rear Commodore K D Gojnich
Treffry, George M Ford Rear Commodore K D Gojnich
Treffry, Charles M Ford Rear Commodore K D Gojnich
Glasfurd, Eve R McLachlan S Hunt
Jones, Finn R McLachlan S Hunt
McGonigle, Theo R McLachlan S Hunt
Betar, Heidi L Watson M Turner
Sackelariou, Christian H De Torres L North
Hayhoe, Tom R McLachlan S Hunt

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

New Member Proposer Seconder
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Acknowledgement 
of Country

35RSYS Activities  
March to May 2022

March
Wednesday 9 Bridge Lesson with J Roberts Shell Cove Room
Thursday 10 Speaker Dinner – Dick Sargeant Carabella Room
Friday 11 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar 
Saturday 12 Spring/Summer Racing
Sunday 13 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Tuesday 15 Tuesday Twilight Presentation Dinner Carabella Room
Wednesday 16 Bridge Lesson with J Roberts Shell Cove Room
 Monthly Wine Tasting CCA
Friday 18 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar 
Saturday 19 Spring/Summer Racing
 Intermediates Ball Carabella Room
Sunday 20 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Tuesday 22 SSH Bridge Day Carabella Room
Wednesday 23 Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner Carabella/CCA
Thursday 24 SSH Regatta CCA
Friday 25 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar 
Saturday 26 Spring/Summer Racing
Sunday 27 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Tuesday 29 Book Club Meeting Carabella Room

April
Friday 1 Speaker Lunch – Joyce Morgan Carabella Room
 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar 
Saturday 2 Spring/Summer Racing
Friday 8 Friday Twilight Presentation Dinner Carabella Room
Saturday 9 Varuna Trophy Race
Wednesday 13 Annual Cruise Briefing Carabella Room
15-18 Easter Long Weekend
Wednesday 20 Monthly Wine Tasting CCA
19-26 Squadron Annual Cruise Pittwater
May
Friday 6 Annual Cruise Presentation Dinner Carabella Room
Saturday 7 Combined Clubs Winter series
9-13 Hardy Cup
Friday 13 Youth Presentation Dinner Carabella Room
Saturday 14 Combined Clubs Winter series
Wednesday 18 Monthly Wine Tasting CCA
Saturday 21 Combined Clubs Winter series
Wednesday 25 Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner Carabella/CCA
Friday 27 Squadron Annual Presentation Carabella Room
Saturday 28 Combined Clubs Winter series

At the suggestion of Commodore David Ward, 
the General Committee embarked on a project  
to consider how to formulate and articulate an 
Acknowledgment to Country in a manner that 
was respectful to the First People of the land on 
which our Club is built and also pay homage to 
the harbourside setting that gives us our identity. 
Committee member John Taylor instigated 
consultation with Elle Davidson of Zion Planning 
and Engagement (a qualified Aboriginal Town 
Planner) and over a period of months in 2021,  
the following form of words was conceived. 
‘In the spirit of reconciliation, the Royal Sydney 
Yacht Squadron acknowledges the Cammeraygal 
people as saltwater people and the Traditional 
Owners of the land that is occupied by the Club 
and we pay respect to the Elders past, present 
and emerging. We thank them for their thousands 
of years of caring for Country so that we may 
enjoy the beauty of the land and waters of their 
homelands.’
It is intended this Acknowledgement of Country, 
unique to the RSYS, will be used at future Club 
events including the AGM, Opening Day and 
Committee meetings etc. 
We do not intend for this to be a mere platitude,  
a ‘woke’ way sign or ‘box-ticking’ exercise. We 
will endeavour to put action behind words and 
are developing programmes to embrace our 
relationship with the First Nation People. We  
invite any Members with interest or experience  
in this field to contact the Flag Officers. 



36 Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players  
Calendar

RSYS branded Sail Racing gear

Bowman Cotton Polo $99

Bowman Tech Polo $89

Goretex Light Jacket  $499

Bowman Tech Tee $79

Long Sleeve Rashie  $129

Short Sleeve Rashie  $119

Bowman Cotton Short $169

Bowman Tech Short $169

Gale (Women’s) Tech Short $169

Squadron items

Rugby Jersey $88

V-Neck Jumper $170

Submariner Jumper $176 

Widebrim Hat $90

Beanie $28

Burke glove (half finger) $29

D-Loop Belt $73.50 

Striped Belt $59

Burgees (various sizes) $33-$92

PFD $147

Sailing Bag $137.50

Cooler Bag $46

Sunglass Strap $6

Cufflinks $27.50

Silk Tie (members only) $75.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Headskinz $15

Lapel Pin $5.50

All items are available from the RSYS Retail Store 
in the sailing office reception area. 
Please direct enquiries to Catherine Miranda at  
catherine@rsys.com.au.

March 2022
Monday 14 Duplicate
Thursday  17 Rubber
Monday 21 Duplicate
Thursday 24 Duplicate
Monday 28 Duplicate
Thursday 31 Teams

April 2022
Monday 4 Rubber
Thursday  7  Duplicate
Monday 11 Duplicate
Thursday  14 Duplicate
Monday 18 NO BRIDGE – Easter
Thursday  21 Rubber
Monday 25 NO BRIDGE – Anzac Day
Thursday 28 Duplicate

May 2022
Monday 2 Rubber
Thursday 5 Duplicate
Monday 9 Duplicate
Thursday 12 Duplicate
Monday 16 Duplicate
Thursday 19 Rubber
Monday 23 Duplicate
Thursday  26 Duplicate
Monday 30  Rubber

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 9 March 2022
Wednesday  13 April 2022
Wednesday 11 May 2022
$67.00 per person 

Notes on Card Dates:
1. Third Thursday – Rubber bridge.  
Price $42.00 includes sandwich luncheon.
2. First, Second, & Fourth Thursdays – Duplicate 
bridge.  Price $42.00 includes sandwich luncheon.
3. Fifth Thursdays – Teams bridge. Price $42.00 
includes sandwich luncheon.
4. Social Mixed bridge is played on Monday  
afternoons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings should  
be made by Friday of the preceding week and where 
possible in pairs to facilitate play. All welcome.
First & Fifth Mondays – Rubber, Price $12.00.  Second, 
Third & Fourth Mondays – Duplicate, Price $22.00.
5. Members wishing to make permanent bookings for 
2022 are requested to complete the special form for this 
purpose, available from the reception desk or online via 
the bridge page.
*Thursday Players please note: special lunch orders, 
including salads will incur a +$5 charge.



37

Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Sunday 
7.30am-11.00am.
Lunch – Monday to Sunday 12pm-2.30pm.
Dinner – Friday to Sunday 5pm-9pm.
Advance bookings are essential and may be 
made through Reception on 9955 7171 or via 
the website www.rsys.com.au.
The Dining Room
Lunch – Friday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Tuesday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.
Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.
Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  
The House Reception is attended Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 9am until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.
Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 
Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  
The Dining Room
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.
Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.
Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 

between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of an adult Member are 
welcome during weekends and school holidays.
Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.
This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.
Accommodation
House Rooms
Five furnished House rooms, one with en-suite, 
some with breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. 
Minutes’ walking distance to Sydney rail and 
ferries.
Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.
All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 
Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is not permitted in the Squadron Club-
house. This also includes the Careening Cove 
area, Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as  
the Carabella Room and Bars.  
SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.
Note:  
To keep up with events at The Club please  
check with the Squadron website as new events  
are added frequently. 
If you are not currently receiving our 
e-Newsletters, please contact Isabel Wartho  
at isabel@rsys.com.au.
The Squadron App is now available via iTunes 
and Google Play.

Club Information



Black Jack approaches Tasman Island, in the 2021 Sydney to Hobart ©Rolex/Andrea Francolini


