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Wednesday, 2nd August, 1911 – The Sydney Morning Herald 
BIG YACHTING SEASON. 
CHALLENGE FOR THE SAYONARA CUP. 
ANOTHER RACE FOR THE NORTHCOTE. 
 
Interest was created in yachting circles yesterday by the announcement that the possession of the 
Sayonara Cup, which is at present held by New South Wales, is again to be contested. 
The Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron has received a letter from the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, 
intimating that a challenge, will be forthcoming for the Sayonara Cup if the "Royals" will grant them 
an extension of time for the purpose, April 1 being the dale, by the deed of gift, by which challenges 
must be received. The R.S.Y.S. readily granted the required concession, and the contest will probably 
take place In January or February next. 
The last contest for the Cup was held at Melbourne in March last year, and was won by Culwulla III., 
owned by Mr. Walter Marks, which won two out of the three races. The forthcoming struggle will 
take place, therefore, in local waters, and the challenger will have to sail from Melbourne to Sydney 
on her own bottom. 
The R.S.Y.S. will probably hold trial races in order to select a champion, the Rawhiti, Thelma, and 
Culwulla III. being the three most likely to be selected. Of these, the last will probably be chosen, as 
both the Rawhiti and the Thelma are over 100 metres, thus exceeding the measurements of the 
Sayonara. The contest for the Cup itself will most likely be held outside the Heads, the first and third 
races being sailed 10 miles to windward and back, making 20 miles all, while the second race will 
take the form of an equilateral triangle, each side measuring five miles. 
Messrs. Albert and Sayer having purchased Culwulla II from Mr. Marks, a race for the Northcott Cup 
is also assured. 
 
Saturday, 5th August, 1911 – The Daily Telegraph 
INTER-STATE YACHTING. 
THE SAYONARA CUP 
 
Under the deed of gift from Mr. Alfred Gollin, the Sayonara Cup trustees were the flag officers for 
the time being of the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, and those of the two Sydney clubs. viz., the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron and the Prince Alfred Yacht Club. This was, no doubt, in Mr. Gollin's mind 
when he handed the cup over to the R.Y.C. of Victoria, as, when he sailed round to Port Jackson in 
the Sayonara, the two local clubs, conjointly, presented the cup for competition between bis yacht 
and our local representative, Bona, the latter being defeated in two out of the three races sailed. 
The deed of gift also provided that any of its clauses (with the exception of that relative to the 
challenger sailing on her own bottom to the waters appointed for a contest) were amenable to 
alteration, or amendment provided the trustees were agreed thereon. The request from the R.Y.C.  
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of Victoria to R.S.Y.S., asking for an extension of time for making a challenge, was also granted by the 
Prince Alfred Yacht Club, and the Victorians have therefore the sanction of the trustees to make a 
challenge on or before the 25th Inst., although the date as set down in the original document is April  
 
1. Mr. Gollin evidently thought big boats would be built when the deed was framed, as he stipulated 
the limited as 52ft. linear measurement, which, under the present metric system, works out as over 
16 metres. As there were no yachts of this size in Australia, or likely to be built in November, 1908, it 
was agreed that for a term of five years the contestants should be yachts of 12 metres or under. 
Although the challenge has been issued to the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, the conditions provide 
that our two clubs can challenge or defend either separately or conjointly, and with this in view it 
seems that a great series of races will be held during the coming season to determine the defender. 
Naturally, having won the trophy under the burgee of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, it is to be 
expected that Culwulla III. will be the nominee of that organisation, while the Prince Alfred Yacht 
Club will put up its champion. Rawhiti as a candidate for interstate honours. Should the owners of 
Thelma, Bona, and White Wings also come forward to participate in the test races, it should prove 
one of the best seasons in big yacht racing for years past. The races for the possession of the cup 
must be sailed in open water, clear of headlands. 
 
Friday, 18th August, 1911 – The Sydney Morning Herald 
CHALLENGE REFUSED. 
SAYONARA CUP. 
DIFFICULTIES OVER CONDITIONS. 
MELBOURNE, Thursday. 
 
The Royal Yacht Club of Victoria received a reply to-day to the challenge sent on behalf of Victoria, 
nominating Mr. J. Dixon's Sayonara for the Sayonara Cup of 1912. The challenge contained a 
condition that the race be contested on level terms by boats up to 12 metres, first across the line to 
win. Mr. S. D. McLaren, secretary of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, now writes that his 
committee cannot see its way to agree to the suggested condition, at the same time intimating that 
an unconditional challenge would be acceptable. 
Seen this afternoon Mr. Dixon said that he was keenly disappointed that New South Wales would 
not take a purely sporting offer. Personally, he would not consider any question of time allowances. 
As he viewed the Sayonara Cup contest it was intended to be a match between yachts of not more 
than a specified size, 12 metres, as the amended deed of gift stood at present, and not in any sense 
a handicap race. He could not appreciate a championship being decided upon a system of 
handicapping, and for that reason he offered Sayonara as challenger for a straight but sporting race, 
first across the line to win, although he knew that if either of the Sydney boats Rawhiti or Thelma 
were chosen as defenders his own boat would have to give away considerable allowances in size. He 
hoped that the sporting instinct of the Sydney yachtsmen would yet make a race possible and was 
still prepared to allow Sayonara to be matched against the New South Wales boat, but only on the 
conditions named in the original challenge of the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria. 
 
Wednesday, 23rd August, 1911 – Referee 
THE SAYONARA CUP. 
THE QUESTION OF VICTORIA'S CHALLENGE AND THE CONDITIONS. 
(By 'WEATHER EYE ') 
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A few weeks ago the Sydney yacht clubs received a request from the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria for 
an extension of the time for challenging for the Sayonara Cup which expired on April 10 and the 
request was granted. Following upon this Victoria nominated Mr. P. Dixon's Sayonara as the 
challenger, on the condition that the race should be contested on level terms by boats up to 12 
metres, first across the line to win. In reply, the New South Wales committee, through Mr. McLaren, 
secretary of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, intimated that while they could not see their way to 
agree to the condition mentioned, an unconditional challenge would be acceptable. 
It is now stated that the refusal to sail "a level' match is extremely disappointing to Victorian 
yachtsmen and particularly to Mr. Dixon. Probably it is, but while the New South Wales committee 
are in the position they have taken up, absolutely within their rights, they are also exercising their 
best discretion. Under the decision of the British Yacht Rating Association of last year, it is clear that 
although our Southern friends did not lean to that view, the defender of, or challenger for the 
Sayonara Cup, if the smaller boat in rating is entitled to time allowance. To obtain this decision 
occasioned some trouble and it was not accepted in certain quarters without some chagrin. 
The experience has been such that every care must be taken that no misunderstandings can occur in 
future. The position is, that Victoria has one yacht built competent to challenge, while New South 
Wales has three possible defenders — Culwulla III., Thelma, and Rawhiti. If the challenge were 
accepted with the conditions stated, then obviously Culwulla III. could not reasonably be chosen as 
the defender, because she is of smaller rating than the challenger, and has been beaten by her on 
the principal of first across the line. In racing either Thelma or Rawhiti on equal terms everything 
would be in Sayonara's favour. Thelma has been already beaten by Sayonara; Rawhiti has hardly 
shown in her contests with Culwulla III., that she takes place in comparison with the latter with 
Sayonara. 
To hint, under the circumstances, that New South Wales will not take a sporting offer is both unfair 
and unreasonable. New South Wales grants an extension of the time in which to challenge to suit 
Victoria's convenience, and in the interests of sport; but because she will not permit herself to be 
forced into accepting a condition that would, perhaps, be extremely unwarranted as affecting 
certain yachts and yachtsmen, she is rather to be commended than sneered at. Neither must it be 
forgotten that Culwulla III. was sailed round the coast to Port Phillip, that she was adjudged the 
winner of the Sayonara Cup of 1910, and that the claims of Mr. Marks to some consideration, when 
a defender is chosen, are as great, at any rate, as those of any challenger, no matter of what name 
or by whom owned. Of course, if New South Wales were in a position to nominate a new boat as 
defender, circumstances would be different. Even that would be sinking the principle. 
 
Thursday, 24th August, 1911 – The Sydney Morning Herald 
ARE WE AFRAID? 
SAYONARA'S SKIPPER ANSWERED. 
REFLECTIONS RESENTED. 
TERMS OF CUP DEED OBSERVED. 
 
Mr. A. G. Milson, vice-commodore of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, yesterday gave an answer to 
what is virtually a charge of cowardice made by Mr. W. Parker, the skipper of the Victorian yacht 
Sayonara, in respect of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron refusing the Sayonara challenge. He said: 
"I am not speaking officially, but merely as an old member of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron and 
an old yacht racing individual. 
"It is perhaps as well that some comment should be made on the statements appearing in the  
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'Sydney Morning Herald' as emanating from the owner and skipper of the yacht Sayonara in regard 
to the refusal of the conditional challenge sent by the former through the Royal Yacht Club of 
Victoria. The condition attached to the challenge was that there should be no time allowance, which 
practically meant that Culwulla - the yacht that last won the Cup - would be penalised if she was 
selected as the defender of the challenge. The Culwulla rate as 10 metres, and the Sayonara as 12 
metres. 
"The question of time allowance has been a vexed one between the two yacht clubs of this State and 
Victoria, the latter contending that it was not provided for in the deed, although on our side we 
were quite satisfied that it was, and, more so, that it was Mr. Gollan's intention that it should be so, 
seeing that he originally won the Cup from Bona on a similar conditioned race. 
"After two competitions for the coveted Cup, when Sayonara defeated respectively the Rawhiti and 
Thelma, it was ultimately agreed that for the last race, when Culwulla was the New South Wales 
representative, that a case should be stated for the decision of the Yacht Racing Association of 
England, which should bind the result of that race and be the permanent interpretation of the deed. 
The Yacht Racing Association decided that under the deed of gift, and also on the correspondence 
that had passed between the two clubs which was also submitted for their consideration - the 
Culwulla was entitled to receive her proper allowance under the scale of the Yacht Racing 
Association, and she was declared the winner accordingly. 
"Now, having had the question decided in favour of the contention all along held by the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron, Mr. Dixon comes along and asks that this decision be set aside, so that he 
can compete against two boats nearer her size which the Sayonara has already beaten, viz., the 
Rawhiti and the Thelma, or place the Culwulla at a serious disadvantage. Mr. Dixon is-well aware he 
can beat Culwulla without conceding allowance, as the last series of races proved. 
"The public will now be able to judge if the reflections cast upon the Sydney yachtsmen are in the 
least degree warranted, and also whether, under the circumstances, there would be any justification 
for departing from the terms of the deed of gift. Needless to add, the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron 
are quite prepared to accept a challenge unsurrounded by conditions and in strict accord with the 
deed. 
"In conclusion, I feel convinced that the gentlemen composing the committee of the Royal Yacht 
Club of Victoria have had nothing to do with the remarks of Mr. Dixon or his skipper, Mr. Parker." 
 
Friday, 25th August, 1911 – The Sydney Morning Herald 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD. 
ARE WE AFRAID? 
 
SIR - I was surprised to see so good a sport as Mr. Alfred Wilson defending the refusal to race on 
even terms for the Sayonara Cup. Let's have a race; the mere possession of the cup is nothing. Nor is 
it necessary to choose the Culwulla as the defender. We have at least two other yachts which, 
properly equipped and in able hands, would give a good account of themselves. Moreover, our 
possession of the cup has never given any real satisfaction to true yachtsmen in this State. They have 
always felt that, though it was won under the rules of the race, it was won on a technicality; it was 
certainly not won by the winner coming in first in the majority of the contests. I heard it suggested 
the other day that Mr. Albert might be induced to take the Rawhiti to Melbourne to sail against the 
Sayonara for another Sayonara Cup; it could be called the "real Sayonara Cup"; the other won as it 
was on a technicality, has no more value in the eyes of sportsmen than the intrinsic value of the 
metal in the cup. 
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I am, etc., 
RICHARD THIMBLE. 
 
Sir, - It was with much pleasure that I read in this morning's "Herald" Mr. Milson's reply to Mr. 
Parker, skipper of the Victorian yacht Sayonara, but wish he had gone one further, and reminded the 
Victorian yachtsman that when he charged us with cowardice he must have forgotten the 
regrettable incident of the last race for the Northcote Cup in Hobson's Bay, when the Sydney yacht 
was waiting at the starting line for her Victorian rival, but the latter did not appear owing to the 
boisterous weather. I am sure that the Sydney yachtsmen are prepared to defend the Sayonara Cup, 
on terms as laid down by the Yacht Racing Association, in calm or gale. 
I am, etc., 
OSCAR BACKHOUSE, 
Com. Sydney Amateur Sailing Club. 
 
Saturday, 26th August, 1911 – The Sydney Morning Herald 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD. 
 
Sir, - Mr. Richard Thimble's" letter in this morning's issue is enough to surprise any yachtsman. The 
burden of it is, "Let's have a race, no matter how unfair the terms." The conditions upon which the 
Cup was given by its donor were (practically) that the yachts were to be matched on even terms 
(with one exception, viz., that the challenger must be sailed to the venue of the race on her own 
bottom). Mr. Thimble argues that the donor's wishes are to be ignored, and the wishes of the 
Victorian yachtsmen acceded to instead. 
Mr. Thimble says New South Wales won the Cup on a technicality. What is the technicality? It is this: 
that the smaller yacht receives a time allowance to compensate for its difference of size. Mr. 
Thimble is apparently a man who would face a mailboat against a ferry steamer, starting both from 
the same mark, and would consider it good sport. I doubt whether anyone else would. According to 
his ideas, are we to say that the vast majority of the prizes given by the P.A.Y. C. and the Sydney 
Yacht Squadron for many years past have been won on a technicality, simply because they were 
sailed under the rules of the Yacht Racing; Association, with a time allowance for smaller as against 
larger boats, as therein laid down? The idea is absurd. Would Mr. Thimble suggest that a race 
between himself and baby Thimble, aged 3 should be run without endeavouring to arrange matters 
so that the little chap should have a sporting chance to win? Might not your readers ask Mr. Thimble 
if he thinks a horse race is won on a technicality every time a yearling wins in a weight-for-age 
contest? 
Lest Mr. Thimble may not know, may I tell him that time allowance is given by one boat to another in 
order to, in a rough-and-ready way, compensate for inequality of size, thus paving the final result to 
be determined as nearly as possible by the respective pluck and skill of the skippers and crews of the 
yachts, and the skill of the designers. The win of Culwulla last year, so far as my knowledge goes, and 
a great deal more value in the eyes of Sydney yachtsmen than Mr. Thimble seems to think. In the 
contests which that Cup symbolises and signallizes, Mr. Marks's thorough-going sportsmanship, his 
crew's skill as Corinthians, and the British pluck of both skipper and crew were well displayed. The 
possession of the Cup, won as it was by these qualities, is something of which Sydney yachtsmen 
well may be and are proud-at least, all except Mr. Thimble, apparently. I am, etc., 
J. GARLICK. 
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SAYONARA'S CHALLENGE. 
WHY IS IT REFUSED? 
VICTORIAN SKIPPER RETURNS TO ATTACK. 
MELBOURNE, Friday. 
 
Mr. W. Parker, skipper of Sayonara, today replied to the remarks made by Mr. A. G. Milson, vice-
commodore of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, regarding the Sayonara challenge. 
He said, "When Mr. Gollin, with the Sayonara beat the Bona for the cup the conditions were not 
similar to what they are now. Then time was allowed in all cases for every small difference of rating 
between the competing yachts. It was largely to do away with that that the present system of 
arranging yachts into separate classes was inaugurated, and the leading feature of the system 
introduced, namely, that as between yachts of the same class there should be no time allowance. 
Mr. Gollin wished the Sayonara Cup contests to be contests for boats fit to go to sea. He also wished 
them to be kept up to date, and to do that he especially provided that the rules governing the 
contests should be those of the British Yacht Racing Association in force during the English season 
previous to the race. 
These rules may, of course, change from time to time, and seeing that another object of the present 
system is to discourage amalgamated class races as much as possible, It is more natural to suppose 
that Mr. Collin's intention was that the races should be class challenge championship matches, than  
the very thing the rules of to-day were passed to do away with. As to the Sayonara having already 
beaten Rawhiti and Thelma, Mr. Milson does not mention, though he can scarcely have forgotten it, 
that the Rawhiti has been altered, and her rating considerably increased, since her defeat so that, if 
the rules in force at the date of the Sayonara-Bona contest were now in force, she would be giving 
the Sayonara time. The Thelma is also a larger yacht, and certainly had the worst of the luck when 
racing the Sayonara in Port Phillip. Mr. Dixon wishes to have a straight-out match, and I, as the 
Sayonara skipper, wish to have an opportunity of sailing her against the best boat in Sydney Harbour 
in a 12-metre class match. The fact that the British Yacht racing Association decided that the 
Sayonara being actually 11 1/4 metres, and having to rate as 12 metres, had, in a particular match, 
to allow Culwulla II. a full tomorrow yacht, the full time as between the two classes, does not in my 
opinion, preclude the R.S.Y.S. from accepting a challenge for a 12 metre class race, when it is sent 
them, and especially when there are two boats in their harbour that could defend the Cup." 
 
Monday, 28th August, 1911 – The Sydney Morning Herald 
"MR. PARKER'S CIRCUITOUS ROUTE." 
REPLY BY MR. A. G. MILSON. 
 
Mr. Alfred C. Milson yesterday replied to statements of Mr. Parker, skipper of the Sayonara, which 
appeared in Saturday's "Herald." Mr. Milson said: - "I notice in Mr. Parker's remarks in reply to my 
interview of Wednesday last defending Sydney yachtsmen against his reflections of cowardice, he 
takes a circuitous route to try to prove what Mr. Gollan's intentions were some seven years ago in 
regard to the Cup. But there is one contention in which I am quite in accord, viz. the rules governing 
the contest must be those of the Y.R.A. in force, during the English season previous to the race, 
which is clearly set out in the deed of gift. Now, as there is no alteration in the Y.R.A. rules of 1911 
bearing on the interpretation of the deed, viz., in rule 4, clause 3. there can hardly be room for the 
supposition that the decision of July 16. 1910, would be altered or set aside. 
Perhaps I had better quote that part of the Y.R.A. decision more particularly bearing on the  
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interpretation, which says "in the event therefore, of two yachts entering of different classes, the 
race must be deemed a race for amalgamated classes, within the meaning of rule 4. clause 3, and 
time allowance must be allowed between the different classes in accordance with the scale adopted 
by the Y.R.A. for amalgamated cutter classes, namely scale 3 of the international rule relating to time 
allowance.' 
"Surely this entitles Culwulla to her rights and it would be neither fair nor just to penalise her as Mr. 
Parker and Mr. Dixon would have the R.S.Y.S. do. With regard to the increased rating of the Rawhiti, 
I had not forgotten, as Mr. Parker suspects, that she had been altered in the beginning of last 
season, but her performances since have not demonstrated her superiority over Culwulla or in any 
way justified her selection as the defender in place of the latter. 
Doubtless it would be very nice for these gentlemen to have a race against Thelma or Rawhiti with 
Culwulla debarred, but I have yet to learn that it comes within the category of sportsmanship to 
expect the R.S.Y.S. to penalise the only boat that has as yet defeated Sayonara to enable her to race 
against either of the other two boats she has already vanquished. 
 
Friday, 8th September, 1911 – Evening News 
The Sayonara Cup. 
WHAT MR. MARKS SAYS. 
KEEP TO THE DEED. 
WILLING TO MAKE PRIVATE MATCH. 
 
Mr. Walter M. Marks, the well-known Sydney yachtsman, writes: — Having been frequently 
approached for an expression of my views on the present position, I now take this opportunity of 
setting forth the same in reply to 'Sydney Sport's' letter in the 'Evening News' on Wednesday. 
Sydney yachtsmen would keenly relish a race for this cup, but the challenge from Victoria must be in 
terms of the deed of gift governing the contests. 
Last year, under heavy expense, and at the risk of the lives of my crew and self, I had the honour of 
bringing this much coveted cup for the first time to N.S.W. and under what conditions? Under 
conditions set forth in a deed drawn by the late skipper or the Sayonara, Mr. W. Robb. a Melbourne 
solicitor, and subsequently altered as regards the size of the yachts (by mutual consent of Victoria 
and N.S.W.), and subsequently adjudicated upon by the British Yacht Racing Association (also by 
mutual consent of Victoria and N.S.W.), so far as the handicap is concerned. 
Now Mr. Dixon wishes to challenge us on conditions outside this deed. The Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron has rightly refused to accept this challenge. It Mr. Dixon wants a race for the cup. then he 
must comply with the conditions, as I did, and he will get his race. 
If Mr. Dixon wants a private match against our largest yacht, or even Culwulla. off the mark, let him 
issue his challenge, and he will get his race. 
 
Monday, 11th September, 1911 – The Sydney Morning Herald 
SAYONARA CUP. 
SUGGESTED PRIVATE RACE. 
MELBOURNE, Sunday. 
 
When asked if he wished to make any comment on the statement by Mr. Walter Marks regarding 
the Sayonara Cup, Mr. John Dixon, owner of the Sayonara, said, "When I told the Royal Yacht Club of 
Victoria that I was willing to send the Sayonara to Sydney as challenger for the Sayonara Cup, I  
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stated that I wished the races to be sailed on level terms; that is, as class races for yachts of 12 
metres. 
This I was entitled to do under the deed. The Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron could have accepted this 
challenge if they had liked. They, however, as they were entitled to do in view of the British Yacht 
Racing Association's decision, declined, desiring to be allowed to treat the races as amalgamated 
class races if they thought fit. Unless, therefore, they alter their decision the matter is at an end, so 
far as my challenge is concerned. 
"As to the suggestion for a private match, that seems to me to be out of the question. The difficulty 
would be where it was to take place. I have no intention of sending 'the Sayonara to Sydney for such 
a purpose, and, judging from Mr. Marks' statement, I don't suppose he would come to Melbourne, 
and there is no place in between. The suggestion originated entirely with Mr. Marks, and if he should 
care to bring Culwulla III. to Melbourne I should be most pleased to put the Sayonara up against 
her." 
 
Thursday, 21st September, 1911 – The Sun 
SAILING. 
 
Concerning the Sayonara Cup challenge from Mr. Dixon to the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, "Sail-
locker," a Melbourne critic, says: — "When the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron declined to accept the 
Royal Yacht Club of Victoria's challenge to race a 'level term, that is, no time allowance, but first 
across the line to win,' they also intimated that they would be willing to accept an unconditional 
challenge. In reply the R.Y.C.V. sent an unconditional challenge, provided the races were not 
advertised, treated, or described as amalgamated class races. Although this practically amounted to 
a repetition of the previous challenge, it was sent in those terms with the object of putting the 
challenge strictly within the term of the deed of gift as amended, so that if the R.S.Y.S. were willing 
to apply the provisions of clause 10 of the deed of gift, they could accept the challenge without in 
any way giving up any success for their contention that the Sayonara Cup contests were for 
amalgamated class races,  
 
the decision of the British Yacht Racing Association on the Sayonara-Culwulla III. contest of 1910 may 
have given them. By mutual agreement under clause 10 the ordinary conditions of a class race for 
12-metre boats could be adopted for the contest. The R.S.Y.S., having some doubt as to the meaning 
of the R.Y.C.V.'s letter, wrote stating they thought the challenge a conditional one, and asking 
whether that were so or not. The R.Y.C.V. replied that their challenge was an unconditional 
challenge for a class race of the class to which the challenger Sayonara belonged, namely, 12 metre. 
To this the R.S.Y.S. replied that they still considered the challenge a conditional one, but that they 
proposed to formally accept it within the time allowed on the basis of it being an unconditional 
challenge within the term of the deed of gift as amended. As to what this exactly means the R.Y.C.V. 
are somewhat in doubt and have asked whether the acceptance will be for class or races to be sailed 
under similar conditions to those of the 1910 contest, and there the matter stands at present. 
"It is evident from this correspondence that the R.S.Y.S and the R.Y.C.Y. take different views of what 
is an unconditional challenge under the deed as amended. The R.Y.C.V. practically says, 'We 
challenge for a class race for 12-metrc yachts: there are no conditions attached except those in the 
deed applicable to such a race. You can accept such a challenge if you please.' The R.S.Y.S., on the 
other hand, says, "The British Yacht Racing Association having decided that under the original deed, 
by which time allowances, if any, are to be in accordance with the scale in force in England under the  
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B.Y.R.A.'s sailing regulation the summer previous to the race, the supplemental deed, by which the 
limit of yachts eligible to compete was reduced from 52ft. linear rating, or its equivalent to 12 metre 
or under, and from the fact that a yacht of 10 metres had been entered as challenger, whilst a yacht 
nominally 12 metre had been entered as a defender, the races for that contest were to be 
considered amalgamated class races. We, therefore, applying the converse position where a 
challenger of 12 metre is entered, can enter a 10-metre boat as defender and class time allowance 
as in an amalgamated class race.' The position the R.Y.C.V. has not disputed, but contends that a 
challenge for a class race is possible, and as unconditional under the terms of the deed as an 
amalgamated class race challenge would be. 
"As neither side appears to be likely to recede from its position, the chance for a race next season 
appear to be nil. What will happen in the future is another matter, for the effect of the supplemental 
deed terminates at the end of next March, and then the original deed will be the only one governing 
the contests." 
 

 
 
 
Saturday, 30th September, 1911 – The Sun 
SAILING. 
SAYONARA CUP. 
No race this season. 
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Yachting men and the general public will learn with regret that no race for the Sayonara Cup, which 
was won for New South Wales last year by Culwulla III., will be held this year. A few days back the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron accepted the challenge of the "Royals" of Victoria as an unconditional 
challenge under the deed of gift, with the conditions the same as last year — in other words that 
time allowance would apply — and at the same time nominated the Culwulla III. as their defender. 
The Victorians will not recognise this acceptance and have withdrawn their challenge. 
The position in a nutshell is that the Victorians want to race outside the terms of the deed drawn by 
themselves with a race without any handicap, but New South Wales replies: "Culwulla won the cup 
under the conditions of the deed, and if you desire a race you must also come under the same 
conditions and give us the rating allowance should we defend with a smaller boat." 
It is to be hoped that this difficulty will be overcome next season by Victoria challenging with a new 
10, 12, or even a 15 metre yacht, on the condition that New South Wales defends with a new yacht 
of a similar size. A challenge on these terms would without doubt meet with immediate acceptance. 
 
Tuesday, 17th October, 1911 – Evening News 
YACHTING 
BY ‘BOB BACKSTAY.' 
 
Something definite is expected shortly in regard to the Sayonara Cup conditions. The five years' 
agreement is about to expire, and then we shall see what we shall see. I am of the opinion, in view of 
a certain Melbourne statement, that the R.Y.C.V. will go strongly in favour of keeping it an open 
contest; in other words, the old trouble of the time allowance will continue. If so, the finish of the 
Sayonara Cap is at hand, and in one way this will not matter very much, because it will give those 
enthusiasts who desire to build 12-metre boats the opportunity to start right away and make a 
certainty of an interstate engagement for the Rupert Clarke 100 guinea trophy. Half a dozen yachts 
can make an event far more interesting than two, especially when one of the two is giving away a big 
chance. 
 
Wednesday, 22nd November, 1911 – The Sydney Morning Herald 
SAILING. 
THE HANDICAP QUESTION. 
 
It is sometimes interesting to see ourselves as others see us. Under the heading of "Another 
Southerly Buster," the English "Yachtsman" of October 11 writes: - "In our last issue we were rash 
enough to announce that a challenge had been reached for the Sayonara Cup, and that the contest 
would probably take place in January or February next. Alas! We hear now that in making such a 
pleasing forecast we were much too optimistic. Later advices have it that only the preliminary 
'argyfying' as to conditions has taken place, and that after all the 'whirl of wordy warfare' it will 
probably result in no contest at all. We need not trouble our readers with full details, for they, like 
ourselves, are sick of the perpetual wrangling which seems inevitable in connection with an 
Australian yacht contest. Mr Channing Heron, in his letter in another column, treats the matter as a 
joke. We only humbly express the opinion that the Victorians ought to have challenged in the terms 
of their own deed of trust, and it would have been taken up with enthusiasm by the Sydneyites. It 
would seem that both challenger and defender will have to build new boats and as they would then 
both be 12 metres, there would be an end, for ever and ever, Amen, of the time allowance trouble. 
And Australian yachting should at the same time benefit immensely.' 
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Wednesday, 20th March, 1912 – The Sydney Morning Herald 
SAYONARA CUP. 
 
The Royal Yacht Club of Victoria has practically sounded the death-knell of the contests for this cup 
by its refusal to entertain the suggestion of the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club that the trustees of 
the Cup (the flag officers of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron) be requested to amend the deed of 
gift so as to make 12 metres the maximum size of yachts eligible to compete. 
The only clause in the deed of gift which may not be amended is No. 9, which stipulates that the 
challenger must proceed under her own sail from her home port to that of the defender. The clause 
which the New South Wales clubs wish to see amended is that which provides that the maximum 
size shall be 42ft linear rating, or its equivalent under any alteration of the rating rule. 
The metric system having come into force in 1907, makes the maximum size at the present time a 
15-metre boat, which is estimated to cost approximately £4000. As this size was found to be 
altogether unsuitable for the New South Wales or Victorian waters, apart from the matter of cost, 
the flag officers of the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria (then trustees of the Cup) were approached by 
the New South Wales clubs with a request that the size should be reduced to 12 metres. This 
request was granted, but with the stipulation that the amendment of the deed should be made for 
three years only, at the end of which period the matter could be reconsidered. 
This amendment, although of much too short a duration to justify the building of 12 metre yachts, 
enabled New South Wales to nominate a 10 metre yacht, knowing that the defence would be made 
with a boat not more than 2 metres larger, and (as size is almost invariably better than the time 
allowance between classes) there were more chances of success than would have been the case 
with a 15 metre defender. 
The Cup being won by New South Wales, a challenge was anxiously looked for, but the only one 
received contained conditions that made it impossible for this State to entertain the challenge. 
Actuated by the desire to keep interstate racing alive, the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron and Royal 
Prince Alfred Yacht Club appointed delegates, who met in conference, and went thoroughly into the 
matter, with the result that it was considered desirable that the 12-metre maximum should continue 
until circumstances made it necessary for a further amendment to be made. 
The three years having now expired, the original clause with regard to the maximum size comes 
again into force, and, judging by the letter received by the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club from the 
southern State, is not likely to be again altered. To all appearances, the Sayonara Cup is likely to sink 
into oblivion. The only boat that has represented Victoria in these contests has now been sold to 
New South Wales, and if a 15-metre boat be built, and succeeds in lifting the Cup, there are very few 
of the present yachtsmen in Port Jackson who would feel inclined to make any effort to regain it. 
Should a member or syndicate of the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria build to the maximum size and 
challenge, the defence will in all probability be made with a smaller boat, which will receive time 
allowance, a state of things which the Victorian yachtsmen professedly dislike. It is a pity that affairs 
should have taken this turn, as the Cup was meant to promote friendly rivalry between the 
yachtsmen of the two States, and not to share the fate of the America Cup, hold by one club owing 
to the stringent conditions unfortunately imposed by the deed of gift. 
Regret is expressed among the Sydney yachtsmen at the opportunity now lost of establishing a 12-
metre class here, as three prominent sportsmen intended building to this class, providing that there 
would be a possibility of attaining interstate honours. 
 
 


