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Total membership of the Squadron has increased 
from 3,048 to 3,071. 304 of these Members are 
Affiliate Members with 21 new Affiliates elected 
during the last year, a great result for this recently 
introduced category. I thank all those Members 
who have introduced a new Member to the 
Squadron and I strongly encourage all Members 
to continue to strengthen our Club by considering 
proposing your friends for membership.
The Squadron is dedicated to supporting and 
promoting the sport of sailing. We run more 
yachting events over the year than any other  
club on the harbour, including summer and winter 
Saturdays, Ladies twilights, Friday twilights and 
now Sunday twilights.
During a year heavily impacted by COVID, the 
number of events has been reduced, however we 
were fortunate to sail our regular mixed division, 
offshore, one design, dinghy and twilight racing. 
We again ran special events such as the annual 
Hardy Cup, the Stepping Stone House Regatta 
and the Australia Day Regatta, to name just a 
few. We had to defer a number of events, for 
example our season Opening celebration, the 
Ladies of the Sea Coaching Regatta, Optimist 
Travellers Trophy and the Trans-Tasman Cup. 
Unfortunately, as we are all too aware, we are off 
to a delayed start for the 2021-22 sailing season.
Many of our Members, friends and their families 
enjoyed the successful Annual Squadron Cruise 
to Pittwater, participants certainly enjoyed the 
relaxed racing and social events that the Cruise 
provided. The Cruising Division is going from 
strength to strength, and the monthly Cruising 
talks are often at capacity.
Since it began some 65 years ago, our Youth 
Sailing programme continues to grow. We have 
expanded our squads which develop tomorrow’s 
sailors, by providing opportunities in Optimists, 
Lasers, Pacers and the Club’s Elliott 7s with the 
Squadron Keelboat Programme. The annual 
Youth camp, usually held up at Lake Macquarie, 
had to change and be run locally, however this 
enabled sailors to explore our wonderful harbour. 
This year, Squadron Youth sailors again posted 
some terrific results in State championships; 
Nationals were not possible with state border 
closures. Our Schools Programme is introducing 
new Members to the Club, and we successfully 
hosted the NSW Secondary Schools Teams 
Racing Championship.

AGM Address 14 September 
by Commodore David Ward
Fellow Members, I would like to provide you with 
a summary of the activities of your committees 
and operations of the Squadron over the past 
year. Full details are available in the Squadron’s 
Annual Report.
As we all know, we have witnessed an environ-
ment like none we have experienced in our 
lifetime. These changes have, and still are, driving 
significant challenges in our personal, work and 
Club life. 
The heartening thing is that our Club’s manage-
ment, employees, all committee members and 
Members have shown outstanding patience, 
adaptability and flexibility to deal with what has 
confronted us. As a club, we are not only dealing 
with what is evolving each day, but also have an 
eye to the future, and we are confident our Club 
will see through these times and come out of this 
pandemic in a positive position, as we did the  
last pandemic over 100 years ago. 
Sadly, His Royal Highness Prince Philip The Duke 
of Edinburgh died this year after nearly 70 years 
as our Patron. His love of sailing and leadership 
by example was an inspiration to many of our 
Members. 
I would like to acknowledge the diligent efforts  
of our CEO/Secretary William Pettigrew and  
the Squadron team in managing all aspects of  
the Squadron’s operations while dealing with 
fluctuating and uncertain revenues. Every 
department head and every team member has 
displayed both individual and collective team 
leadership – well done! 
The Squadron is in a sound and viable financial 
position. It has been another year of prudent 
financial management under these COVID 
conditions. I don’t propose to discuss the financial 
aspects of the Squadron in my report, as they  
will be addressed by the Honorary Treasurer in 
some detail later this evening, except to say that 
Member usage of our facilities, when we have 
been open, plus the prompt payment of house 
accounts, and a membership subscription 
renewal rate of up to 99% have all helped us as  
a club. We were also fortunate to have received 
Federal Government financial grants which 
assisted us to support our employees with jobs 
– exactly what it was meant to do.
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The RSYS Academy has also expanded its 
offering. Our aim is to introduce all age groups  
to the sport of sailing, enhance seamanship skills 
and safely support all our activities on the water. 
We are fortunate to have a large team of dedicated 
race management volunteers, protest panel 
members, equipment auditors and our honorary 
handicapper. All contribute their expertise and 
time to co-ordinate the sailing season. I sincerely 
thank all volunteers for your valuable time and 
effort, for without you, we would not be able to 
enjoy our sport of sailing. 
On behalf of the Trustees, I would like to thank all 
those Members who contribute to the Squadron 
Foundation to assist our Youth and Intermediate 
sailors in the development of their competitive 
sailing skills. The Foundation supports sailing 
infrastructure projects, as well as funding the 
purchase of equipment used for introductory 
sailing courses, ongoing sailor development, 
regattas and the Hardy Cup.
The House team has focused on complying with 
COVID health regulations while delivering quality 
service levels across all outlets. Our great kitchen 
team ensure that the food offering is varied and  
of high quality. What a wonderful job our kitchen 
team has done in providing home delivered and 
takeaway meals for us. Well done for an out-
standing effort. The Fort Denison Cellar has been 
busy as well, with solid sales throughout the year. 
Accommodation across areas of the Squadron 
has seen steady usage by Members and their 
guests during non-lockdown periods.
We have progressed some developments during 
the year, which you will all notice when we come 
out of lockdown. We have undertaken major 
works such as the car park renovations and our 
Youth launching pontoon destroyed by a storm 
– both are now close to completion. There are 
new dining and bridge chairs, plus a new pizza 
oven facility for the Careening Cove Anchorage. 
We have also had to replace the ageing and 
damaged CCA balcony awnings with an elegant 
system which will allow better management of 
capacity issues under all weather conditions  
and health orders. Thank you to the Asset 
Management Committee for all their hard work 
over the year.
Clearly a lot of our usual functions such as 
weddings, family and work events have been  

on hold, and we look forward to these returning in 
time. Our online speaker events organised by the 
Cruising Division and Speakers Committee have 
been a great success with strong attendance. 
There are other online events such as eSailing, 
trivia nights and happy hour bar gatherings for 
different sailing divisions. We can’t wait for these 
to operate in person after lockdown restrictions 
are lifted.
We have all missed our usual events such as 
dining-in nights, theme nights, the Commodore’s 
Ball and many others which have had to be 
cancelled or postponed until further notice.
The Boatshed operation covering minor ship 
repairs, slipping for antifoul and painting of boats, 
mechanical and electrical repairs, continues to  
be in great demand. Thank you to the Waterfront 
team who have done a wonderful job in helping 
to maintain our waterborne assets particularly 
over this lockdown period.
The Membership Committee has re-ignited our 
strategic planning process and has already  
held several structured workshops enabling the 
broader membership base to participate in the 
determination of overall strategic planning and 
ensure we remain relevant and sustainable well 
into the future.
The Conceptual Master Plan, undertaken over  
the last few years, endeavours to capture the  
key issues from Member surveys and strategic 
planning. It is also focussing on sustainability 
issues such as water harvesting and recycling, 
solar energy and implementation of detailed 
matters such as sea bins. We are progressing the 
Conceptual Master Plan into the design phase 
with a new group chaired by Commodore Elect 
Christian Brook starting shortly. They will work 
closely with the Membership strategic planning 
team to ensure that our asset development is a 
means to execute the desires of our membership. 
The Marketing and Communications Committee 
has overseen some great leaps forward for our 
Club. We deliver diverse online content in a 
professional manner, and it’s a great credit to  
the committee and staff who have helped our 
Members to stay engaged during the lockdown 
periods. We also saw the launch of the new 
RSYS App and a refreshed website. We have 
plans to continue to improve our IT infrastructure, 
in particular our Customer Relationship Manage-
ment software and its capabilities. 
The Bridge Committee has overseen an increase 
of Members participating in the many bridge 
activities and managed the transition over to 
digital play under COVID restrictions in a strong 
and supportive manner. Well done to the  
Committee and all bridge players. The same  
is also true of the Book Club who have moved 
into the Zoom age and are still being strongly 
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supported with some fascinating books being 
discussed. 
The History Committee continues to collect, 
catalogue and archive the Squadron’s history. 
Maintenance of memorabilia is ongoing and 
important, as we have an excellent collection  
of Squadron collectables and historic paintings. 
We recently purchased, at an online auction held 
in London, a painting by the renowned marine 
artist John Allcot, which depicts our clubhouse, 
grounds and waterfront. It is a valuable addition 
to the heritage collection of our Club.
The General Committee has also started an 
education programme around First Nation issues 
and how our Club should work with these 
matters in a pragmatic and supportive manner.  
We would like to thank the ICOYC for their 
ongoing engagement and the assistance they 
provide our Club. I would also like to acknowledge 
our appreciation of our national body, Australian 
Sailing, who have represented us all so well over 
this COVID period. 
Finally, as tonight sees the end of my time as  
a Flag Officer, I especially thank my fellow Flag  
Officers, Honorary Treasurer and members of the 
General Committee and all committees for their 
untiring support and dedication to the wellbeing 
of the Squadron. They have all worked hard on 
your behalf to ensure our Club remains a truly 
outstanding Squadron, now and into the future. 
Thank you again to all our management and 
support teams for your commitment in delivering 
for our Members. It has been a special treat in  
life to have worked with you all.
I would also like to thank you, the Members, for 
your support through these times – our member-
ship renewal rate demonstrates what a great  
Club we are! Our love of sailing, the friendships, 
enjoyment and fun which come from happy 
occasions at the Squadron will of course return 
and will always be there in the future.

Address by Commodore  
Christian Brook
On behalf of all Members of the Squadron, I thank 
Commodore David Ward for your strong and 
considered leadership during an extraordinary 
period that none of our current Members will have 
ever had to endure. 
COVID threw the Squadron and its Members  
a huge curve ball. Despite the various and 
unexpected restrictions placed on our operations, 
David’s leadership shone through, and much of 
the business of our Club was continued, targets 
achieved, and in many cases, gains made.  
Importantly also, the Club was managed well, to 
ensure there was a ‘duty of care’ for all Members 
and Club staff. 

Under David’s guidance, the Club has published  
a Conceptual Master Plan addressing many 
issues which will strengthen the Squadron in the 
future. He has made sure meetings of the many  
General and Sub Committees have been able  
to continue, and I think we are all much more 
technically adept at video conferencing than  
we were at the start of 2020! Despite the 
circumstances, under David’s watch, member-
ship has remained steady which, in itself, is a 
great achievement. I know, that new and old 
Members alike have been impressed by his  
quality, passionate leadership. David, your Past 
Commodore’s Burgee awaits you and it will be 
presented with pleasure when we are able to 
physically meet again. 

Members, it is a huge honour to become your 
Commodore and I thank you for the opportunity. 
Can I also take a moment to thank the General 
and other Sub Committees, the Club manage-
ment team and the staff for their efforts in 
adapting to the change forced upon them and  
for continuing to provide excellent service to  
the general membership. 
I believe an important part of the success in 
dealing with the stress and challenges of the 
pandemic is the strength of the foundations on 
which this Squadron is built. Almost 160 years  
of tradition stand behind the decisions and  
plans undertaken by the Flag Officers and the 
General Committee, and I intend to honour  
those traditions as we face future challenges. 
I have learned much from our past Commodores 
during my time as a Flag Officer. Each has  
been different, as I will be, but they all come to 
the position with dedication, purpose and a 
commitment to continue to build the legacy of  
the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, as I do also. 
Change is inevitable and important in any private 
organisation such as ours – COVID has proved 
that – but not change for change’s sake.  
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The Committee I lead will be custodians of the 
finest traditions of the Squadron, while remaining 
open to finding new and efficient methods to 
deliver benefits to our Members in a way which 
will retain current Members and attract new ones. 
It is obvious that COVID restrictions are disrupting 
our operations and the first part of the new sailing 
season. While that is unavoidable, it is annoying 
and frustrating for all Members not to be able to 
make use of the facilities and to get out on the 
water for some racing. It is also a stressful time 
for many in the community. It is important that our 
Members support each other and, if your mental 
health is suffering, reach out for support from 
other Members or professional groups. Together 
we will get through this. 
Looking to the future, retaining and growing  
our membership is vital. We have established  
a sub-group of the Membership Committee to 
examine our membership offering across all 
cohorts and draw up a discussion paper that  
can form a basis for refining our membership 
strategies where necessary. There will be a  
survey of Members next year to ensure your  
voice is clearly heard on the issue. 
I wish to congratulate the Members of other 
groups, such as the Bridge and Book Clubs, the 
Cruising Division and those involved in the many 
webinars, for their successful efforts to adapt and 
continue activities for our Members during recent 
times. 
I would also like to establish other sub-groups  
to find new offerings and activities for Members 
as we emerge from COVID into another ‘new 
normal’. While our traditional activities are clearly 
defined, we should continue to try to offer 
something for everyone to build the Squadron’s 
community spirit. We will call out for chief 
volunteers to take on some of these special 
interest groups. Some that have been suggested 
include gardening, walking, golf, photography,  
art and a Squadron choir. 
Importantly, I think our Club should increase its 
focus on Members’ families so that we create an 
atmosphere which encourages more Youth and 
Intermediate Members and provides for siblings 
who are not sailing. A children’s playground is 
being investigated as one strategy. 
Some have asked what my legacy as Commodore 
might be. I don’t need a crystal ball to know the 

first priority is to get the Squadron safely through 
the COVID pandemic as the current building case 
numbers and uncertainty over lockdown continue 
to challenge Members’ resilience. As we engage 
and overcome that challenge, I would like to 
ensure that the Squadron is a destination that 
every Member is proud to use. It should be a club 
where we can offer something for all to enjoy in 
comfort and safety. 
We snapped back after the last lockdown and  
we look to your enthusiastic support of Squadron 
life as soon as we are able. The recent roadmap 
announced by the Premier has given us guidance 
on reopening the Club and we are currently 
working on how this will be implemented. 
We cannot escape the need to continually look  
at ways to increase sustainable practices and 
operations at the Club – our future could depend 
on it. I would like to set up a Sub Committee to 
help the Asset Management Committee develop 
some special projects along the lines of solar 
panels, electrically powered tenders, car recharg-
ing stations and water recycling, and I would 
welcome your thoughts on how and where we 
can become a little ‘greener’ in our activities. 
I mentioned earlier the Master Plan which was 
developed under Commodore Ward’s leadership 
with a lot of hard work by a number of people. 
The plan is certainly not forgotten, but it is prudent 
in the current COVID conditions to put it on hold 
while we await a return to some sort of normality. 
That will also give us the chance to review the 
Squadron’s fundraising capabilities and capital 
investments. 
Technology will continue to advance around  
us, and it would be poor practice not to stay 
abreast of developments and harness those  
that can improve back-of-house operations  
and also advance the membership experience. 
I could not finish without a note of thanks to all 
our staff, led by CEO Will Pettigrew, for their 
efforts in rising to the challenge of the past year, 
their enthusiasm and commitment as they face 
the uncertain year ahead. 
Please continue to support your Club and our 
staff by making use of the food and wine take- 
away service, the Cellar and Waterfront repair 
services and be ready for the reopening around 
the Club in October and for organised sailing in 
November.
I would like to finish by thanking you for your 
patience and perseverance in participating  
in this online Annual General Meeting. The 
technology can be a challenge, but it is reflective 
of the spirit of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron 
that we have adapted to these strange times  
and adopted strategies and technologies to  
keep our Club sound and strong.
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At the Annual General Meeting on 14 September 
2021, Commodore Christian Brook proposed  
a new Life Member: Mr Robert Otto Albert OA 
RFD RD. His nomination was seconded by  
John Diacopoulos and David Albert, offering  
the following tributes.
John Diacopoulos
It is indeed a privilege to be Seconding the 
nomination of an outstanding Member of this 
Club in his 66th year of membership.
Robert is a third generation Member, with Sir 
Alexis before him, and before that his grandfather 
Frank Albert. Indeed, Frank joined the Squadron 
in 1920 and had a very active sailing history, as 
did Sir Alexis and Robert’s late brothers Ted and 
Tony; so, the Alberts have a 100 year active 
association with the Club.
Robert started his yachting with his father on  
the well-known Norwegian Anker designed and 
built 8 Metre Norn, next on the Warwick Hood 
designed Harbour racer also called Norn, and 
then a Folk boat, before sailing his beloved 31ft 
cruiser racer Norn in Club events almost every 
summer Saturday for over 35 years.
It is fitting that he be a Life Member, not only 
because he has sailed on the harbour for over 65 
years, not only because of his contribution to our 
Club as a member of General Committee and 
Chairman of the Election Committee for close to 
30 years, but because, like the Squadron, Robert 
has been a great contributor to Sydney Harbour. 
In many ways, the Squadron and the Alberts  
are synonymous with the harbour and yachting 
on Sydney Harbour. Robert has carried on  
and enhanced the family tradition through his 
involvement with the Squadron, the Sydney 
Heritage Fleet and the Navy League, a charity 
connected with the families of Navy personnel.  
If asked, he would not agree, but the probabilities 
are that the latter two organisations would not 
exist without his contribution. 
Additionally, the harbour would probably not  
have the James Craig and the Squadron would 
not have the benefit of the use of Boomerang, 
that magnificent century plus Walter Reeks 
designed timber schooner; and by the way, 
contrary to the rumours that I grew up with, 
Boomerang does not have a broken back.
A lawyer, a music publisher, a sailor, a dedicated 
Squadron Member and a philanthropist, Robert is 
a standout nomination for Life Membership, and  
I commend his nomination to the Members.

David Albert
It is a privilege to have the opportunity to support 
Robert Albert’s nomination. Now I may be a little 
biased, given he is my Dad… but when I think 
about our Club’s ‘Member for Life’ philosophy,  
I couldn’t imagine someone more deserving to  
be a Life Member! 
My connection with the Squadron, my respect  
for its traditions, my love of sailing and my own 
interest in being actively involved at the Club  
have been driven by Dad and I will be forever 
thankful for this. It is probably not surprising that 
he has had such an active connection with the 
Club. Not only because his grandfather, father 
and two brothers were Members, but also 
because of his mother’s side. Dad’s mother, Elsa 
Lundgren, was Swedish, born in Gothenburg  
and moved to Sydney at age 10 as the daughter 
of a Sea Captain. So with his Viking ancestry,  
the sea is in his blood, and there are sailors on 
both sides of the family. Robert was somewhat 
destined to spend a large part of his life in or 
around the ocean.
My two earliest and fondest memories of Dad  
are related to the water. I have vivid memories 
from a very young age of him being dressed in  
his full Naval Reserve formal attire as a Patrol 
Boat Commander. White suit, gold braid and 
Naval sword hanging from his side. While my 
dreams of following Dad into the Navy never 
came to pass, it was his invitation for me to join 
the racing yacht Norn at an early age that led  
to my love of sailing. 
At first, my job was to stay out of harm’s way,  
but over time, I was able to become more  
actively involved, and through Dad, I got to 
experience the wonderful tradition that is 
Saturday sailing at the Squadron. This included 
the delights of the ‘Squaddie’ meat pie, building 
lifelong friend-ships with the Norn crew and  
of course, the intoxicating OP rum and coke  
(or ‘coffee’ as it was known – to disguise the 
contents from the wives) consumed both before 
and after the race.   
While he loved his sailing, it was Dad’s years of 
service to the Club that I feel is so significant.  
My earliest memories are as a Junior Sailor when 
he (with many other parents) would help all of  
us get our first taste of dinghy sailing. Over the 
years, I became aware of the many other ways 
that he gave his time, including serving on the 
General Committee and his 30 years with the 
Election Committee. 
He quietly and purposefully gave back to a sport 
and his Club that he felt so deeply about.   
One of my favourite quotes from Franklin D. 
Roosevelt seems to sum up Dad’s approach  
to life and his time at the Squadron:
“To reach a port we must set sail – sail, not tie  
at anchor, sail, not drift.”
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Part 1: The Decision to Challenge
The story begins with two key figures: Sir Frank 
Packer and Colin Ryrie.
Sir Frank’s father, Robert Clyde Packer was a 
noted Sydney yachtsman and owned Morna  
on which Frank Packer had sailed many times  
in local harbour races and offshore and won a 
number of races himself. Sir Frank played rugby 
union, cricket, was a good rower and won the 
amateur State heavyweight boxing championship 
in 1929. He also won the 1947 Caulfield Cup  
with his horse Columnist. Sir Frank had joined  
the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron in the 1930s. 
He was the volatile, rumbustious and highly 
interventionist managing director of Australian 
Consolidated Press (ACP) Ltd.
The Packers ran the Daily Telegraph and were 
regarded as ‘new money’ by the more estab-
lished Fairfaxes who ran the Sydney Morning  
Herald. One Christmas Eve, a group of choristers 
were singing ‘Hark the Herald Angels sing’ out- 
side Packer’s Bellevue Hill home. He paid them  
to go and sing outside the Fairfax mansion ‘Hark 
the Telegraph Angels Sing’.
Colin Ryrie was Commodore of the Royal Prince 
Edward Yacht Club at Point Piper and a Member 
of RSYS. He had represented Australia in the  
Finn Class dinghy at the 1956 Olympic Games  
in Melbourne. His family were very close friends 
with the Packers. Ryrie was managing director  
of Modern Magazine, a publishing group which 
included ‘Modern Motor’ and later ‘Modern 
Boating’, ‘Modern Fishing’, ‘Rugby League 
Week’, ‘Australian Golf Digest’, ‘Australian 
Cricket’ and more. Sir Frank’s company, ACP, 
had a financial interest In Modern Magazine. 
One of the contributors to ‘Modern Motor’ was a 
journalist called Evan Green. In 1958 he had just 
joined Ampol Petroleum as their Publicity Officer. 
He told Ryrie he was keen to do something which 
would give Ampol worldwide publicity. Ryrie replied 
that would be easy, ‘Just get them to form a 
syndicate and issue a challenge for the America’s 
Cup.’ Green had no idea what the America’s Cup 
was, but when Ryrie explained, he could see that 

such an event could create global publicity.  
He prepared a plan with Ryrie and took it to 
Ampol’s Chairman, Sir William Walkley, who  
was a yachtsman and a Member of RSYS. The 
Board of Ampol considered the proposal and 
decided to commence work on a plan. Word 
soon got around the sailing clubs that a Sydney 
company was seriously considering a challenge.
It did not take long for Sir Frank Packer to hear 
this talk and he contacted Ryrie asking him up  
to his Park Street office to fill him in. It just so 
happened that around 1958, Sir Frank was 
considering having a new, large cruiser-racing 
yacht designed and built. After Ryrie had briefed 
him, Sir Frank became very interested and asked 
him to draw up a plan as to how the challenge 
could be mounted and what was needed for it  
to be successful. 
By now the rumours of a likely challenge were 
running hot, especially among committee 
members of the Squadron. The Deed of Gift 
specified that each challenge must be issued  
by a recognised yacht club and that this club 
must undertake all direct negotiations with the 
defender, New York Yacht Club (NYCC). Sir Frank 
was now more than halfway to considering 
launching a challenge.
Two fellow Members of RSYS then lured him  
to a very convivial luncheon at the Club. They 
were William (Bill) Northam, later an Olympic Gold 
Medallist in the 5.5 Metre Class and head of the 
Australian branch of Johnson & Johnson, and 
Richard Dickson, RSYS Vice Commodore and 
President of the Yachting Association of NSW. 
Both had attended the 1958 British challenge  
at Newport, USA.
As the afternoon wore on, the pair urged their 
guest to build a 12 Metre yacht to contest the 
prized America’s Cup. Northam recalls of that 
lunch, ‘We kept the grog flowing pretty fast, and 
Frank soon got very excited about really having  
a go at the Yanks.’ Many months later Sir Frank 
was asked by a journalist why he had issued the 
challenge. His reply must be one of the greatest 
statements made on the America’s Cup. He 
replied (tongue in cheek) ‘Too much alcohol and 
delusions of grandeur.’ 
Although he conceded that the America’s Cup 
was a ‘dilapidated and intrinsically valueless 

Marking the 60th  
anniversary of the 1962  
America’s Cup challenge

by Max Press 
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From top: Sir Frank 
Packer, Colin Ryrie 
Commodore of the 
RPEYC and RSYS 
Member, Sir William 
Walkley, Ampol 
Chairman and RSYS 
Member.

This is a four part series thoroughly 
researched by Max Press on the Squadron’s 
America’s Cup challenge with the 12 Metre 
Class yacht Gretel.



trophy’, Sir Frank now wanted to win the 
‘glamour sailing race for the world’s oldest still 
played for sporting trophy.’ The fact that no other 
nation had managed successfully to challenge  
for the Cup only fuelled the enthusiasm of the  
52 year old millionaire who liked to win.
Ryrie counselled Sir Frank to establish a syndicate 
made up of high-profile companies who would 
support the Challenge financially. He was aware 
of the very high costs in mounting a challenge  
at which the Americans excelled. The syndicate 
head would need to appoint various people to  
positions to manage the campaign and to liaise 
with the challenging club. Sir Frank loved a 
challenge and took on board these suggestions. 
He met with numerous likely syndicate members 
and soon brought it together with himself as 
chairman, his close friend Keith Martin, who  
was assistant managing director of ACP, was 
general manager of the syndicate. Northam and 
Dickson also joined the syndicate committee,  
as did Ampol’s Sir William Walkley and T.J.N. 
Foley from tobacco company W.D. & H.O. Wills 
(Australia). It was named the Australian America’s 
Cup Committee (AACC) and was registered in 
Canberra. Four Squadron Members formed its 
management committee: Sir Frank, Keith Martin, 
Richard Dickson and Bill Northam.
An ‘America’s Cup Committee of the Squadron’ 
was established to handle the formal aspects  
of the challenge which included extensive 
correspondence and negotiations on details.  
It comprised Vice Commodore Richard Dickson, 
Rear Commodore Alexis Albert, Captain Bill Fesq,  
S.H. Moray and the secretary, Lloyd T. Burgess. 
They reported to the General Committee.
Ryrie’s plan was to obtain the services of the  
best Australian naval architect, then to obtain a 
12 Metre ‘trial horse’ with a good racing history.  
He suggested having two crews who had vast 
experience in racing and set up with a helmsman 
on each crew. Once the trial horse had been 
obtained and brought to Australia, the two crews 
would commence training and sailing. Ryrie 
thought that it would be unlikely that they could 
secure Columbia, which had successfully 
defended the 1958 Cup challenge against the 
UK’s hapless Sceptre, but he thought that Vim, 
built in 1939 and designed by Olin Stephens for 
Harold ‘Mike’ Vanderbilt, could be purchased  

or leased. Vim had been a very close second to 
Columbia in the NYYC’s trials to select a defender 
in 1958 and finished only seconds astern!
Alan Payne was appointed to design the new  
12 Metre, and Sir Frank made approaches to 
Captain Matthews to try to secure Vim. This 
proved difficult as Matthews felt he might be seen 
as disloyal, even a traitor, by letting Vim go to a 
challenging syndicate. Ryrie happened to be in 
New York at this time on his honeymoon and  
he willingly undertook to open negotiations with 
Vim’s owner. His tactful and easy-going manner 
won over Matthews and Vim was leased for 
US$80,000 for four years. 
To be continued in 2022.
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Top: Thomas rigging his Opti
Proud mum Courtney with sons Thomas and 
Jack at the Youth Awards 2021.

Over the years my family have spent many  
birthdays, Mother’s Days, Christmas gatherings 
and just about any excuse to celebrate over  
a meal at the Club. Jack, Thomas and I had 
recently returned from living abroad in Hong Kong 
and we were getting reacquainted with Sydney 
life and our beautiful harbour. Whilst enjoying  
a sunny Sunday lunch in the Careening Cove 
Anchorage, I looked out towards the grass area 
and noticed the distinctive blue, yellow and red 
sails of the Tackers Optimist dinghies. Staring  
for several moments at the flurry of activity, I  
was in complete admiration, witnessing so many 
little people doing big things: rigging their boats, 
towing them carefully down the steep driveway 
from the grass to the Pond, entering the water 
and confidently sailing off. My sons played the 
usual sports: football, rugby and tennis. Yet I 
started to think, Jack and Thomas should also  
be learning these incredible skills. How could  
I get them involved? 
I excitedly enrolled the boys for the Tackers  
Learn to Sail course, and once the first morning 
sign-in was done, and the sunscreen applied, it 
just happened that each Sunday also became 
synonymous as a few joyous hours of ‘me time’ 
as I watched from the sidelines. I would wait 
during their sessions in the CCA enjoying my 
peace and coffee staring out to the Tackers 
bobbing around in the water from my front  
row seat. I was now witnessing my own little 
people doing big things, taking a new sport in 
their stride. From the first lesson, packed with  
capsizing activities to learning to tie knots, they 
started to make new friends, sailing out into the 
blue to enjoy harbour adventures. A few weeks 
into the season, as I watched on from the CCA 
sidelines, it occurred to me that I should be  
learning these incredible skills too. How could  
I become involved?
At the time, the Club’s Adult Learn to Sail course 
fortuitously coincided with my sons’ Tackers 
lessons, and I convinced my brother to join me  
as my sailing buddy. So as a family, albeit on  
separate vessels, we were learning to sail. We 
waved to each other excitedly as we crossed 
paths from time to time during our lessons,  
and from then on, we were on the journey to 
becoming new sailors.
Like the boys, I was also making new friends, 
developing new skills and enjoying my time out 



Left: Courtney and 
her brother join the 
Adult Learn to Sail 
course
Below: ‘the start  
for us’.

on the harbour. Sailors came with lots or some 
experience, or in our case none, but the coaches 
were patient and encouraging to all in the room 
and on the water. We enrolled again for another 
month to build on our newly acquired seaman-
ship skills, and from that point on, I was hooked 
and wanted to do even more. 
I attended my first Twilight ‘networking’ evening  
in 2019 knowing no one, yet hoping to crew for 
anyone! Across the room, I saw one of my sailing 
lesson mates and I suggested we form a team 
with other learn to sail friends, utilise the Club’s 
Elliott 7 keelboats and continue our learning 
journey with an instructor. We entered the Ladies 
One Design Spinnaker division of the Paspaley 
Tuesday Twilights series. It was a complete 
baptism of fire for us all, but we had a great 
season. We placed a respectable 8th overall, 
however, what we lacked in natural skill sans 
instructor, we made up for in attendance and  
participation (consistency is key!) We were a  
contender for a beautiful Paspaley pearl prize  
for sailing in 80% or more races in the series  
and amazingly, we won the prize!  
Another highlight in Twilight racing was the final 
race in 2021. I was fortunate to have my son 
Jack join my Elliott crew for the race. We worked 
the jib and bow, encouraging and supporting 
each other. We had a great time, getting wet, 
going fast and doing something together that  
we have developed a love for. 
Over the years, Jack and Thomas progressed 
through the Tackers programme and the  
Optimist Fleets and more recently, both have 
started to enjoy the new challenges of the Pacer 
programme. Jack is also part of the Squadron 

Junior Keelboat Program, with Thomas hoping  
to follow down the same path. 
Jack, Thomas and I haven’t looked back since 
the Tackers days and have followed our desire  
to keep building on the strong foundations of our 
individual achievements learned through the Club, 
its programmes and the high quality coaching  
of the instructors. Jack has participated in the 
Assistant Instructor Course through the Squadron 
and learned critical life skills including first aid, 
and Thomas continues to build on his skills to 
achieve his personal sailing goals. Next on the  
list – we are all planning to obtain our motorboat 
licences.
The Squadron has always been a happy place  
for our family, and moving into being part of  
its sailing community has been an extremely 
rewarding experience for us. We simply sail for 
fun, enjoying time on the water with friends and  
of course, to experience the excitement of those 
seasonal competitions. There has been no better 
place to have started our sailing journey than 
from our Club.
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John Allcot self 
portrait.

John Allcot 
painting  
returns home

by Peter Bradford

In 1959, renowned marine artist John Allcot was 
commissioned to paint the Squadron clubhouse 
from the water as a gift to the retiring Governor 
General of Australia and RSYS Commodore Field 
Marshall Sir William Slim. The painting appears 
opposite the Title Page of Sydney Sails*.
The painting shows the clubhouse, grounds and 
waterfront. In the foreground appears the 5.5 
Metre yacht, Kirribilli (KA3). On the left in the fore-
ground, there is a glimpse of what may be Prince 
Philip’s Dragon Bluebottle which represented 
Britain in the 1956 Olympics held in Melbourne 
and later came to Sydney. In the centre at a 
mooring is H28, a 28ft Herreshoff designed ketch 
which was a popular design at the time. In the 
right foreground, older Members will recognise 
with fond memories the tender The African 
Queen, currently owned by Graham Nock and 
only recently on the Squadron hardstand for 
maintenance.
The painting surfaced at an auction in London 
held on 29 June 2021. This was kindly brought  
to our attention by a local lady who had a previous 
association with our Club. A flurry of emails 
between members of the History Committee  
concluded that this was an obligatory purchase 
for our Club. We undertook research as to  
the potential value of the painting, based on a 
recent comprehensive auction of Allcot paintings 
in Sydney. The painting was listed in the catalogue 
at between £1,000 and £1,500. Bruce Gould 
approached the General Committee for permission 
to bid and received approval. John Maclurcan  
registered with the auctioneers to place a bid.
To the delight of all involved, the Squadron was 
the successful bidder. 
The painting has now been delivered safely to the 
Club and hung in the hallway between Reception 
and the Members’ Bar, at the top of the stairs 
leading up from the Careening Cove, where it is 
easily visible to all Members and their guests.
Sir William Slim was a very important figure in 
Australia in the 1950s. While there is a vast 
amount of information about this distinguished 
military man which one can research on the  
internet at one’s leisure, our focus is his role at  
the Squadron. From Sydney Sails:

‘At the opening of the 1954-5 sailing season, 
there were nine racing events in the offing of the 
Squadron’s clubhouse, with a total of 147 entries. 
A new feature was a race for Dragon class 
yachts, with 17 entries. All yachts dressed ship  
at 3 p.m., on the firing of a signal gun and the 
hoisting of the Blue Peter on the yardarm of the 
Squadron flagstaff. The garden party was largely 
attended, as usual, by members and their guests. 
On this occasion the guest of honour was Field-
Marshal Sir William Slim, who had taken office  
as Governor-General of Australia in May 1953.
‘At the annual meeting in August 1955 Sir Charles 
Lloyd Jones retired from the office of commodore 
in favour of the election of the Governor-General, 
Sir William Slim. The appointment of Sir William 
Slim as commodore restored the tradition of vice-
regal command of the Squadron that had been  
in abeyance since the retirement of the Duke of 
Gloucester in 1947. He visited the Squadron 
many times, and always took a keen interest in  
its activities.’
Sydney Sails records an important period in the 
history of the Club referring to the 5.5 which Lady 
Slim christened and appears front and centre in 
the painting.
‘The chief interest among yachtsmen at Sydney 
was centered on preparations for the Olympic 
Games. The 5.5-metre Kirribilli, built in the 
Squadron’s boatshed, was launched on 2nd 
March 1956 and named by Lady Slim, the  
commodore being also in attendance. Kirribilli 
was manned by Pat Taylor (helmsman) with J.  
D. McCarthy and Alan Clarke as crew members. 
Their training proceeded in the winter months,  
in the off season, with not much time in hand 
before the Olympic trials for Australian represent-
ation. Kirribilli was selected, with the only other 
two 5.5-metre yachts at Sydney, Altair (R. W. 
Furber) and Huney (F. A. Harris), to represent  
New South Wales at the trials.’
Sydney Sails also contains a direct reference  
to the painting:
‘At the clubhouse on 27th October 1959 there 
was a farewell party to the commodore, Sir 
William Slim, who was due to leave Australia  
in January 1960, on relinquishing his office as 
Governor-General. He was presented by the 
Squadron with an oil painting by John Allcot, 
showing a general view of the clubhouse and 
grounds from seaward.’
*Sydney Sails – The Royal Sydney Yacht  
Squadron 1862-1962 was compiled by P. R.  
Stephenson to commemorate our Centenary. 
It is published on our website at  
www.rsys.com.au/our-club/our-heritage.



1956 Olympic trials by Burradoo sailed by Jock 
Sturrock from Victoria, who went on to win a 
Bronze Medal for Australia in those Games.
To the left hand side of the painting, partially 
obscured, is Prince Phillip’s Dragon Bluebottle, 
which had been a wedding present from the 
Island Sailing Club in Cowes to Princess Elizabeth 
and the Duke of Edinburgh, and was also  
known as The ‘Royal Dragon’ from time to time. 
She won a Bronze Medal for Britain at the 1956 
Melbourne Olympic Games, skippered by Lt.  
Cdr. Graham Mann.
Also in the foreground is the Squadron tender 
The African Queen, probably servicing the 
Kurraba Point yachts.
The Squadron gardens were quite different in the 
1950s; a pathway lined by palm trees led down 
to the whalebone and jetty. In the 1960s the 
whole concept changed, and the palm trees were 
removed to enable a better view of the harbour 
and water frontage. Old eucalypts planted in 
1903 were allowed to stand and new eucalypts 
and Australian shrubs and trees were planted to 
allow overseas visitors a view of Australian flora.
More recent developments of the clubhouse saw 
the timber curved verandah facing the harbour 
replaced by a deeper, curved concrete structure 

John Allcot’s beautiful painting the ‘The Royal 
Sydney Yacht Club’ depicts the club in the  
late 1950s; it looks very different from how we 
know it today. It is painted from a point of view  
in the vicinity of Kurraba Point. The painting is a 
significant acquisition for the Squadron to add to 
its collection of paintings by Allcot, a marine artist 
known as the ‘father of marine art’ in Australia. 
In the 1950s the Squadron’s membership had 
increased to 930, of whom 218 were Associates. 
The Club was a popular destination for city 
Members and their guests for lunch and  
dinner with its beautiful north-east aspect and 
spectacular harbour views. Dinner and social 
bridge evenings became an integral part of 
Squadron social life.
Improvements to the clubhouse since the 1950s 
included the renovation of the upstairs lounge, 
glassing in and re-decking of the verandah, 
enlargement of the dining room and modernisation 
of kitchen and laundry equipment to meet the 
extra demands of service. This era saw the 
introduction of the distinctive Squadron china.
The most significant development of this period 
was the decision to buy a two-story house, 
‘Tiverton’ and more than an acre of land adjoining 
the Squadron’s south-eastern boundary. This 
purchase added 100 feet of water frontage to  
the clubhouse grounds, and also forestalled any 
possible encroachment of high-density buildings 
close to the clubhouse. ‘Tiverton’ was eventually 
demolished to make way for the current under-
ground car park for Squadron Members.
This project was the brainchild of the then 
Commodore R A ‘Dicko’ Dickson, who during his 
term from 1968-1971, supervised the upgrading 
of the boatshed, the further extension of the 
dining room, and the expansion of the Club’s  
real estate holdings.
The John Allcot painting shows the Squadron 
and its grounds on a light and airy day with a 
gentle 10kt nor’easter breeze on calm inshore 
waters. Kirribilli, the first 5.5 Metre yacht built in 
Sydney, is in the foreground. She was built near 
to the Squadron by Bill Barnett. She is in focus  
on a close reach with her main and jib hoisted, 
sailing with a three man crew. The light is focused 
on her sails and the reflections in the water  
below her. She was narrowly defeated in the 

11Treasures of the Squadron 
‘The Royal Sydney Yacht Club’ 
by John Allcot

by Robyn Coleman
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to become the new Carabella Dining Room. New 
sandstone terraces were built. The more modern 
extension of the Careening Cove Anchorage with 
its à la Carte Brasserie has provided more casual 
dining for luncheon and après-sailing dinners.
The slipways on the right side of Allcot’s painting 
were used every Saturday by the 8 Metre Class 
following the Division 1 Saturday races on the 
harbour. There was no anti-fouling in those days, 
so after every race, they were slipped with their 
enamelled bottoms and cleaned on a complicated 
set of rail cradles. ‘This required plenty of grunts 
and groans’ according to Bruce Dixon, owner of 
Norske, in his oral history which is saved in the 
Squadron Archives. 
The slipways were replaced by a modern marina 
and hardstand in the 1970s after considerable 
negotiation with the local community and North 
Sydney Council. This breakwater platform and 
inner pontoon was modernised to the gracefully 
curved floating structure with its underwater 
telescopic pylons in 2006.

Allcot’s use of colour is exquisite. The rich red 
roofs of the buildings and wooden boat hull 
contrast beautifully with the white brickwork and 
adjacent boats. The vibrant greens of the gardens 
complement the wonderful variety of blues and 
pinks in the water with yellows highlighting the 
reflections from the shoreline and Kirribilli. He 
uses white for the wash of The African Queen  
and Kirribilli to convey the sense of movement  
in the water. He uses the dark tones of the water 
to bring out the white hulls of the boats.
The accurate attention to detail by Allcot in the 
painting can be seen in the garden with the 
addition of the field-gun, palms, mast and whale’s 
jawbone arch which can also be seen in a photo 
of the Squadron’s Clubhouse in the 1950s.
Allcot’s studio became a meeting place for those 
interested in ships, paintings and models. Regular 
visitors included artists Oswald Brett and Ian 
Hansen who watched him work and listened to 
his colourful stories of seafaring.
Allcot painted in a romantic style with impeccable 
attention to detail, using watercolour, gouache 
and oils. This was at a time of great change in  
the shipping industry, and he specialised in 
nostalgic views of ships and steamers, finding  
an appreciative market of shipowners, captains, 
crews and their families. In 1956 he was made  
a Fellow of the Royal Art Society. He was also  
a member of the League of Ancient Mariners  
and the Shiplovers Society. He was elected an 
honorary life member in 1962 of the Australasian 
Pioneers’ Club and received an OBE in 1970.  
He was survived by his wife, son Rodney and 
daughter Joy when he died on 13 July 1973 at 
North Sydney. His work is represented in private 
and public collections in Australia and abroad 
including Maritime Museums, acknowledging  
him as one of the greatest marine artists.
‘The Royal Sydney Yacht Club’ is a wonderful 
addition to the Squadron’s collection of Allcot art. 
It demonstrates the qualities he was famous for: 
attention to detail, focus on the classic lines of  
the yachts and a romantic light-filled atmosphere, 
which show the Squadron at its best in the era  
of the 1950s. 
It was a generous gift from the Members to the 
departing Commodore to remember the Club. 

Treasures of the  
Squadron ‘The Royal  
Sydney Yacht Club’  
by John Allcot 
continued



art, I am in awe of people who do Strava art, it is 
definitely not my forte, I can walk long distances 
– that’s it.’ said Vicki Kornman, winner of the 
‘greatest length of time exercising’ award for 
clocking up 25 kilometres. 
Close runner up was Gill Shearman with her 
morning swim from Little Manly to Collins Beach 
and return followed by a walk, a kayak and 
another walk.
Winner of best photo was Margery Hertzberg. 
She posted, ‘Hope physio is impressed with the 
ankle weights to indicate both upper and lower 
strengthening workout.’ 
Next challenge category was the creative GPS  
art with a sailing theme. Our winner, Robyn 
Coleman, not only produced her winch and 
handle with a bike ride and a walk, she also 
submitted ‘Innisfallen’, Robyn commented, 
‘During lockdown we’ve been doing “isolation 
walks” in our local area in Willoughby with the aid 
of the Willoughby Walks app. We’ve discovered 
all sorts of treasures we never knew existed 
although we’ve lived here for 40 years. Harold 
Reid Reserve provides a wonderful view of our 
very own castle ‘Innisfallen’ in Castlecove. After 
some sketches and photos, I completed this 
painting of the castle in hand made earth pastels.’
Nic Douglass also participated: ‘It was a really 
cool activity. I drew a few boats by stand up 
paddle board on Lake Burley Griffin in Canberra. 
It was fun practising; there is my pin, there is my 
boat, I am going to sail the line, when I get to this 
point, I am going to turn and go to that bearing.’
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From top: Kirstin 
Reblin got active by 
polishing her boat. 
Robyn Coleman 
produced ‘Innisfallen’ 
in Castlecove. Nic 
Douglass’ Strava  
Art produced whilst 
paddle boarding.
Below left:  
Margery Hertzberg’s 
strengthening workout.

‘Steering the Course’, the global women’s sailing 
festival kicked off over the October long weekend 
with our Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron’s ‘Ladies 
of the Sea Challenge.’
Still under stay at home orders, Friday night was 
an online event called ‘Preparing Your Body for 
Sailing Fitness’. Joining Members from RSYS were 
sailors from Middle Harbour YC, Royal Prince 
Alfred YC, Manly YC, Woollahra SC, Lane Cove 
12ft SSC, Gosford SC, Port Stephens YC, New 
England SC, Jervis Bay SC and Canberra YC.
From the comfort of our homes, Sue Crafer,  
sailor and a physiotherapist specialising in the 
prevention and management of sailing injuries, 
introduced us to FABS (Functional Analysis  
of the Biomechanics of Sailing). There were  
some great tips to keep our bodies in balance, 
warming up while rigging the boat and basically  
a reminder to train smarter, not harder. Improving 
our ‘sailing fitness’ will reduce the opportunity  
for performance limiting injuries.
Next, Vanessa Dudley, accomplished Laser and 
offshore sailor, passed on her top five tips to be  
a valuable crew member:
• Be prepared
• Recognise that every crew role counts
• Focus on the things that matter
• Communicate carefully
• Extend your experience.
We were very fortunate to have ‘Sailor Girl’  
Nic Douglass join us to facilitate the session.  
If you missed it, you can catch up and watch  
the recording on the RSYS website at  
www.rsys.com.au/news/videos/.
From 0000hrs Saturday 2 October through  
until 1159hrs Sunday 3 October, the challenge 
was to get active, get creative and have a laugh, 
while preparing in isolation for the 2021-22 
sailing season. Any activity counted: walking, 
running, swimming, kayaking or stand up paddle 
boarding. The challenge included recording the 
activity to share with the group. Some used 
Strava (a GPS tracker app), others posted 
photographs, and talented Club Member Robyn 
Coleman sketched with pencils and crayons. 
There were many less successful attempts at 
Strava art too, but also lots of laughs.
‘It was really good fun, it made me get out there 
and it was amazing to see Sydney Harbour so 
empty. I loved seeing all of the other participants’ 

Ladies take up the  
challenge with passion  
and creativity

by Rear Commodore Karyn Gojnich
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The most recent COVID lockdown forced the 
Squadron Keelboat Program (SKP) to change 
how training would be conducted and how the 
coaching staff would keep the sailors engaged 
for an unknown period. Working closely together, 
SKP Coordinator, Jack Littlechild, and SKP 
Head Coach, Nev Wittey, developed a training 
plan that featured a mix of theory-focused virtual 
sessions, virtual racing on VR Inshore Regattas 
(an interactive online sailing game) and a surprise 
speaker series. 
For the virtual sessions, Nev and Jack led 
discussions on a range of topics, from sail trim 
and race tactics, to racing rules and weather 
forecasting. These sessions used a variety of 
virtual coaching tools to keep the sailors engaged 
and always ended with a VR Inshore Regatta to 
add a social component to the session.
The surprise speaker series, known as ‘Nev’s 
Champions of Sailing’, was the highlight of the 
lockdown program. Hosted by Nev on Monday 
afternoons, these sessions featured a legend of 
our sport who would surprise the sailors and  
then freely share their knowledge with the SKP 
sailors. These sessions were extremely popular, 
and the sailors often joined the virtual meeting 
early to try and find out who the guest was. 
Below are a few excerpts from the sailors’ weekly 
reports on the fabulous guests who appeared as 

part of Nev’s ‘Champions of Sailing’. With thanks 
to Kyra Early, Tiana Wittey, Jack Littlechild, Emily 
Keg, Jed Cruickshank and Aiden Mansley.

Will Ryan (RSYS)
470 Class Gold and Silver Medallist and Club 
Member Will participated in the first of Nev’s 
Champions of Sailing series. Joining the 
session from a car as he drove from Denmark 
to Switzerland, Will spoke about his Olympic 
experience, his journey to both the Rio and 
Tokyo Games and what he has planned next. 
Will also answered questions from sailors about 
how they could get on to the Olympic pathway 
programmes and professional sailing. 

Iain Murray AM (RSYS)
During Iain’s visit to SKP training, he spoke about 
his sailing background, including his experience 
in skiffs, Etchells, the Olympics and the America’s 
Cup. Iain also spoke about the importance of 
sailors understanding the fundamental principles 
of yachting, how and why boats are designed 
in a particular shape, and how to make a boat 
go fast. At the end of the session, Iain answered 
questions on a range of topics, from the impact 
of travel restrictions on race management, to the 
design of foils impacting flow. 

Grant Simmer (RSYS)
Grant is the ultimate America’s Cup champion, 
competing in 11 events and winning the cup 
four times, as a sailor, team leader and designer. 
During his visit, Grant taught us about the 
technical aspects of sailing, including how sail, 
boat and foil shape interact with each other and 
affect boat speed. He also gave us an insight into 
what the planned design changes are for future 
America’s Cups. 

Roger Badham
Known as ‘Clouds’ in the yachting world, Roger 
is a weather guru who has helped many winning 
teams in the America’s Cup, Olympics, Sydney to 
Hobart and around the world events by providing 
forecasts for more than two decades. Roger 
gave the SKP an insight into where he gathered 
his weather data and how to interpret it. He also 
explained how his weather forecasts impacted 
sailing teams’ decision making and strategy, and 
he explained how to apply it to our own racing. 

Squadron Keelboat 
Program update

by Zac Quinlan



‘Champions of Sailing’ 
series with Iain 
Murray.

SKP sailors back on 
the water in the Club’s 
Elliott 7s
Photos by Ian 
Woodforth.

Lisa Darmanin
Nacra 17 Silver medallist Lisa shared her 
experience training for the most recent Olympics 
and how she was able to compete internationally 
while managing to complete her university degree. 
She also gave the SKP an insight into her work 
beyond sailing as a renewable energy consultant. 
Mara Stransky
Olympian Mara shared her story of training for the 
Tokyo Games. She was a very special guest as 
the sailors were able to relate to her journey and 
see how much she has achieved. Mara embodies 
the philosophy that hard work and dedication can 
help you achieve your dreams. She was eloquent 
and friendly and answered all our questions with 
a smile. 
Richard Slater
Richard  graced the SKP with some unique 
insights into the world of umpiring. Umpiring 
is a crucial facet of match racing and yet is 
often poorly understood by competitors, so 
Richard had plenty to talk about and he was 
extraordinarily genuine and forthcoming. Richard 
captivated the SKP with depictions of umpiring 
behind the scenes of high calibre competitions 
such as The America’s Cup, SailGP, The Volvo 
Ocean Race and everything in between. Leaving 
his audience with many thought-provoking 
stories, Richard also encouraged the SKP to 
suggest solutions to the complications in high-
level sailing penalty systems which elicited a 
series of creative and entertaining suggestions. 
Nic Douglass
Nic gave the SKP an insight into her recent 
Olympic experience in her role as part of the 
media team and shared parts of her excellent 
interview with Matt Belcher. Nic also answered 
questions about her sailing journey, including her 
time on the match racing and Olympic circuit  
and multiple world championship titles. 
The SKP is extremely grateful to all the speakers 
for taking the time to share their knowledge and 
experiences. A special thank you must also go to 
Nev Wittey for organising the series, as it was key 
to keeping our sailors engaged throughout the 
lockdown. Now that restrictions have eased, the 
SKP is returning to in-person training and looks 
forward to welcoming the speakers to our Club 
soon for some racing. 
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16 Anitra V  
Squadron Classic

by Philip Brown

The month of December 2021 is particularly  
significant for the yacht Anitra V because it  
marks the 65th anniversary of her launch in  
1956 at the Ryde boatyard of Lars Halvorsen 
Sons. She is a 38 foot timber yacht, designed  
by Trygve Halvorsen and built in the Halvorsen 
boatyard, for the two youngest Halvorsen  
brothers Magnus and Trygve for ocean racing. 
The story of Anitra V represents an era of yacht 
racing and design in the mid 1950s which was 
pushing new boundaries by innovative thinkers 
such as Trygve and Magnus Halvorsen to make 
faster ocean racing yachts.
Long distance ocean racing off the east coast  
of Australia was still a relatively young post war 
sport with the Sydney to Hobart Race up to the 
12th edition by 1956. For the Halvorsen Brothers, 
Anitra V was their fifth yacht (hence the ‘V’ in the 
name) and the fourth boat built specifically to race 
offshore, in Australia and America, and especially 

in the Sydney to Hobart Race. Their previous 
boats – Saga 1946, Peer Gynt 1947 and Solveig 
1950 were each a development of their thinking 
about designs and their experiences racing those 
previous boats, however, with the Halvorsen 
family boatyard, they had the facility to continue 
building new and better boats. 
Anitra V differed from previous boats as her hull 
construction was of lightweight Western Cedar 
using the American inspired strip planking 
method of construction with fewer frames  
combined with new material technology to cover 
the soft timber. The planking is 1¼ inch x 1¼ inch 
concave/convex shaped, edge glued and edge 
nailed with three inch copper nails so that each 
nail is fastened through three planks, effectively 
stitching the planks together with copper. The 
whole hull from keel to toe rail was sheathed with 
Dynel (then a new woven acrylic fabric) combined 
with polyester resin (epoxy resins were developed 
in the early 1960s). In 1996 the Dynel sheathing 
was replaced with triaxial fibreglass cloth in epoxy 
resin, making the sheathing much stronger on 
the, then, 40 year old boat.
Like their earlier boats Peer Gynt and Solveig and 
later Freya, Anitra V is a double ender, and like 
Solveig, she has a free hung rudder positioned 
just under the canoe stern, well aft of the keel. 
In contrast to the lightweight hull construction,  
the solid teak deck and coach house on Anitra V 
are quite traditional with a raised doghouse 
accommodating the galley. The mast is deck 
stepped onto a cast aluminium plate with a  
compression post between the deck and keel. 
Halvorsens had a stockpile of recycled teak from 
the thick decks of the Tingira, a 75 year old Clyde 
built square rigger hulk which was broken up in 
Sydney in 1941. So the generous use of teak in 
Halvorsen cruisers and yachts was a luxury they 
could incorporate. 
The Halvorsen brothers had great success racing 
Anitra V with an overall win in the 1957 Hobart 
Race and second places in 1956, 1958 and 
1959. As they had done twice with Solveig, in 
1959 they shipped the yacht to Los Angeles  
to compete in the 2,225nm TransPac race to 
Hawaii, after which Magnus, Trygve and Trevor 
Gowland sailed her back to Sydney in time to 
compete in the CYCA Blue Water Series and  
the 1959 Hobart Race.
In her 65 years, Anitra V has had four owners  
but the last two have owned her for the last 55. 
After sailing her hard for four and a half years,  
the Halvorsen Brothers sold her to Jim Samson 
(then also owner of Lauriana) in 1960. By then  
the Halvorsen Brothers had built their next boat 
Norla which they raced in the 1960 Hobart Race 
(5th) and won the 1961 Trans Tasman Race. 
Jim Samson did very well in his first Hobart Race 
coming fourth in the 1961 race. He competed in 

Anitra V under her 
original cutter rig, San 
Pedro, California 1959. 
From the Halvorsen 
Family Archives.



We have also enjoyed numerous trips north to 
Newcastle, Port Stephens, Broughton Island  
and Coffs Harbour in the last decade. I have  
continued to race the boat regularly in the  
SASC Classic Division plus in other annual 
Classic boat events including the CYCA Veteran 
and pre-S2H Classic Regatta, Australia Day 
Regatta, Newport Classic Regatta, Balmain 
Regatta and the Squadron Cruise.
I feel privileged to be the custodian of Anitra V 
which has given me and so many ‘Friends of 
Anitra’ great pleasure. The boat has been the 
platform for plenty of great sailing adventures. 
Many Members of the Squadron and the  
Amateurs, and many friends have had the  
pleasure of sailing on Anitra V over the past 26 
years and we look forward to decades more  
great sailing on her. 
Anitra V is a truly special classic yacht, and I am 
forever grateful to Trygve and Magnus Halvorsen 
for their creation of this wonderful sailing boat.

the ’62 and ’63 Hobarts with Anitra V and 
enjoyed sailing her until 1965 when the boat  
was sold to Garfield Barwick, later Sir Garfield 
Barwick, who was famous for being Australia’s 
longest serving High Court Chief Justice.  
Barwick’s Sailing Master, Dudley Stewart, took 
charge of the boat maintenance and crew for 
racing Anitra V. They raced her in six consecutive 
Hobarts from 1967 to 1972 and in many of  
the CYCA Blue Water Series races in those  
years. After an interregnum of 22 years since the 
last Hobart Race entry in 1972, Dudley pulled 
together a crew (average age of 68) and prepared 
the boat for one final Hobart Race – the 50th in 
1994 along with 370 other yachts. Racing in the 
30 Year Veterans Division, they made the finish 
after five and a half days, despite the long slog in 
50kt Southerlies, and managed to avoid the list  
of 63 retirements. It was soon after this event  
that the custodianship of Anitra V was passed  
to me in May 1995.
The last race sailed under Dudley Stewart as 
Skipper was the CYCA Veterans Race in 1995 
with me aboard as part of his crew. He steered 
the boat to a clear win on handicap. It was  
Dudley’s last contact with the boat, and I motored 
her back to Mosman Bay to her new mooring. 
Sadly, within two years both Dudley and Sir  
Garfield had died aged 74 and 94 respectively. 
The handover was the start of a new era for 
Anitra V under my ownership which is now 26 
years and getting closer to Barwick’s 30 year 
ownership.
In the first five years of ownership we sailed her  
in the less demanding coastal races to Coffs 
Harbour, Southport and Mooloolaba, then in  
1998 we took her in the Lord Howe Island Race. 
During those years we raced regularly on Sydney 
Harbour with the Sydney Amateur Sailing Club 
(SASC). In 1996, the boat came out of the water 
for several months for a major upgrade/refit at 
Noakes’ yard, undertaken by Ian Anstee with 
assistance from Sean Langman and his team.  
In the winter of 2013 she was back at Noakes for 
a second major renovation after 17 more years, 
having been hit by an out of control party ferry in 
Mosman Bay whilst sitting quietly on her mooring.
After moving from North Sydney to the country  
in 2001, and being distracted by farming  
businesses and summer harvests, I did not race 
Anitra V regularly for a decade. However, we  
did fit in some challenging coastal cruising and 
regular trips to Broken Bay. 
We started racing the boat again regularly in  
2011 with the SASC Classic Division and since 
then have taken the boat to Lord Howe Island 
four times with Nigel Stoke’s annual November 
cruise, and to Tasmania for an 11 week cruise to  
participate in the 2017 Australian Wooden Boat 
Festival, including sailing around to Port Davey 
and Bathurst Harbour on the West Coast.  
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Anitra V loaded on 
deck of cargo ship  
in Sydney ready to 
depart for Los Angeles
Trygve Halvorsen, 
Captain Tiffin, Magnus 
Halvorsen, Trevor 
Gowland, Stan Darling
From the Halvorsen 
Family Archives.

Admiral’s Cup 
Anniversary Regatta 
December 2017.
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Early in 2021, John Taylor (‘JT’), one of our Club’s 
General Committee members, knowing that I  
was a member of the CYCA History and Archives 
Committee, asked if I could help the Squadron 
Archives by creating a record of all RSYS boats 
that had entered the Sydney to Hobart Race 
since its inception. This would include details  
of the owner, sail number and boat designer.
After a few weeks of researching a number of 
race programmes, books, magazines and making 
many phone calls, I completed the project. The 
one thing that eluded me was the designer of  
the yacht Fortuna. I was unable to find any solid 
evidence for this designer, however, after a lot 
more investigating, I did finally find the answer.  
It was Percy Coverdale, a local yacht designer 
and builder in Hobart. Fortuna was designed 
along the lines of another boat he had designed 
called Chloe. 
I spent more time gathering the information  
on Fortuna than any other boat because it  
was designed and built a long time ago and, 
unfortunately, comprehensive records were not  
as common then. During the project, I became 
fascinated by this boat, her previous owners,  
her history and where the vessel might be now. 
Boats like this just don’t just disappear! 
I asked around the waterfront if anybody knew 
where Fortuna was and drew a blank everywhere. 
Finding her became an obsession. With the help 
of sailing mates, and after making many phone 
calls all around Australia, I started piecing 
together Fortuna’s story. 
First, I put an advertisement in the magazine 
Afloat asking if anybody knew where Fortuna 
was. Out jumped my good friend Roger Streater, 
formerly a Sydney-based carpenter, water 
policeman and amateur boatbuilder who built  
his own Carmen class boat and who now lives  
in Tasmania. Whilst working with the Water Police 
in Sydney in the 1970s, Roger had interviewed 
Mike Morrish who had sailed Fortuna from New 
Zealand with his wife and two children. Roger  
had also sailed on Fortuna at Port Hacking when 
it was owned by Ken Furley. Ken was a New 
Zealander living in Australia who sailed Fortuna  
to New Zealand. 
Finally, I thought, I might have my first real lead.  
I sought the help of my colleague Julie Hodder, a 
fellow member of the CYCA History and Archives 

Committee. Julie, via her vast network of friends, 
was able to contact people in New Zealand… 
and so the trail began again. 
The following are excerpts from my research, 
which most closely relate to RSYS:
Fortuna was built by her owner Dr. Ralf Whishaw, 
in his backyard at Sandy Bay in Hobart, with  
the help of Percy Coverdale, and was launched  
in 1946. Fortuna, a 37ft Bermudan Sloop,  
sailed in her first Sydney to Hobart Race in  
1947 and finished in fifth place. Dr Whishaw’s 
leisure activities included cabinet making and 
photography. He pursued his interests with the 
same meticulous attention to detail which he 
displayed in his clinical practice. 
Fortuna was sold to William Leverrier Fesq  
(born 1916) of Sydney in February 1949. William 
(or Bill as he was commonly known) was a 
Lieutenant in the Navy during World War Two  
and was awarded a DSC (Distinguished Service 
Cross). Bill Fesq was a Flag Officer of the 
Squadron from 1959 to 1978 and Commodore 
from 1975 to 1978. He was an avid sailor and 
was navigator for Gordon Ingate on the Caprice 
of Huon in the original Australian challenge at  
the Admiral’s Cup. In 1970 he represented the 
Squadron at Newport for the America’s Cup and 
became the navigator on Gretel II. In the trials 
against the French they won four-nil. The last  
race was a stunning whitewash, sailed in foggy 
conditions. It is reported on the Australian 
National Museum website: ‘Gretel II’s navigator 
Bill Fesq piloted the yacht around the course  
in total confidence of their position, while the 
French yacht got lost and retired.’ 
During several discussions with Bill’s son, Mark, 
whilst I was working on this project, it was clear 
the Fesq family was eager to know more about 
their father’s boat, Fortuna. After I completed the 
‘Life of Fortuna’ project, I decided to dedicate my 
booklet to the Fesq family for the wonderful work 
and commitment their father had contributed to 
Australian sailing, helping make us the yachting 
nation that we are today. 
Fortuna, under the ownership of Bill, competed  
in the 1949, 1950, 1951 and 1952 Sydney to 
Hobart yacht races.
In 1949 sailing with Bill were crew members:  
T. M. Wayland, Ron Du Chateau, brothers Archie 
and Ron Robertson as well as two skippers of 
previous Hobart Races – Colin B. Haselgrove 
(Nerida), and G. L. Carter (Gymea).
The 1950 race was described thus: ‘The Hobart 
Race fleet would find itself sailing into a howling 
southerly from the crack of the starting gun. Their 
prediction proved correct; for the first time in the 
history of the contest, crews bore into headwinds 
for two-thirds of the southward course.’ Fortuna 
came a creditable fourth.

The Yacht Fortuna: 
lost, found and 
lost again

by Chris Iacono

Commodore William 
Fesq DSC, bought 
Fortuna in 1949.



In 1951 Fortuna again came a creditable fourth out 
of a fleet of 14, beating her own record to Hobart.
Fortuna was then sold to RSYS Member James 
B Griffin, who was the head of the Retailers 
Association of Australia. James (known as Jimmy) 
competed in the 1958 and 1961 Sydney to 
Hobart Races. 
For the 1958 race, the crew comprised: Richard 
(Dick) Nossiter (son of Harrold Nossiter and 
navigator of Sirius on her round the world cruise 
prior to the War), G Riddell, J Love, R Griffin 
(Jimmy’s 16 year old son) and Stan Begg (aged 
17).
Crew member Begg later recalled, ‘I only did one 
Hobart. We struck the usual southerly during our 
first morning at sea and soon found that the boat 
was leaking like a sieve through the cabin sides, 
soon all below was awash with water over the 
floorboards and all bunks and bedding saturated. 
Griff and I spent half our watch, every watch, tied 
down operating a little wobble pump attached  
to the cabin side, bloody miserable. We got to 
Hobart after New Year’s Eve, if I remember right. 
Most of the crew left at Hobart, leaving JB, Dick 
Nossiter, Griff and me to bring the boat home 
which turned into a pleasant sail.’
Fortuna came 15th out of a fleet of 20 on that 
occasion.

In 1963, Fortuna was bought by N Pritchard who 
sailed her well into the 1970s. Her next owner, 
Ken Furley, sailed her to New Zealand and later, 
around the world. Mike Morrish bought Fortuna 
from Furley and travelled around the world on her 
with his wife and children. In 1986 Graham Copp, 
became Fortuna’s fated final owner. 
Graham decided to sail her from the east coast, 
around the top of New Zealand and down the 
west coast to her new home in Nelson. They 
rounded the North Cape without problems, but 
then the weather deteriorated. The wind came 
up, there was a south-westerly swell, and at 
some stage the wind swung to the northwest. 
The seas became huge. A massive wave landed 
aboard with such force that it broke through the 
front hatch. Everything inside was awash and 
floating, and the battery was flooded. The engine 
wouldn’t start. They had hit an outer bar off 
Kaipara Harbour. Luckily the crew were able  
to wade to the beach. Two went for help but 
Graham sat on the beach, watching as the surf 
pounded Fortuna’s hull to matchwood.
Sadly, Fortuna Redux (as she was once known 
on the Lloyd’s 1956 Register of Ships), which 
means ‘One who brings another safely home’ 
had run out of good fortune.

Author’s note: The 
booklet ‘The Life and 
Adventures of the 
Yacht Fortuna (1945  
to 1986)’ is available  
to download from the 
Club website at www.
rsys.com.au/our-club/
our-heritage, or a 
copy may be collected 
from the Sailing 
Department. 
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This is a sailor’s yarn about a great day’s racing 
aboard the maxi yacht Siska on 8 August, 1979. 
We were competing against other big boats for 
the famed Britannia Cup, part of the Cowes Week 
Regatta in the UK. First held in 1826, the regatta 
was run by the Royal Yacht Squadron and was 
very much part of the British summer social 
scene. The regatta’s inshore races were held on 
the very narrow and extremely tidal Solent Strait 
that separates the Isle of Wight from the main-
land. It was a huge regatta with more than 1,000 
boats of all shapes and sizes competing through-
out the week, and it culminated in the offshore 
Fastnet race. Tragically, that year a vicious storm 
hit the fleet and 19 sailors lost their lives. 
That day was notable for reasons other than the 
Britannia Cup. A very youthful Prince Charles 

joined our crew and the sailors’ beer tent  
burned to the ground while we were racing.  
Its destruction severely curtailed our post-race 
celebration, though has no doubt improved my 
memory of that day’s events some 40 odd years 
later. Those interested in fact-checking can follow 
up with fellow Squadron Member John Taylor 
(‘JT’) who was a trimmer on the crew of Siska.
Cowes Week on Siska
Together with 15 other Aussie sailors, we were 
beneficiaries of Rolly and Sara Tasker’s vision, 
courage and determination to race their boat 
Siska against the best maxis in the world during 
Cowes Week. Sarah provided the fundraising, 
organisational skills and indomitable spirit to get 
the crew and the boat to Cowes and home again. 
She was also a key member of the crew, never 
taking a backward step; she was an iconic female 
sailor, way ahead of her time. Rolly had design 
genius and sailing skills, plus the conviction that 
anything was possible – and it nearly always was. 
In Rolly’s mind, we were always faster, higher, 
quicker – in fact we hardly ever lost! In Siska, 
Rolly had innovated his way to a boat that was 
jaw droppingly ahead of her time. The ever- 
humble Rob Lynne was the critical third leg on 
the stool. His management of the boat kept  
Siska functioning like clockwork, and his seaman-
ship, when it hit the fan, was bedrock.
The Prince Charles backstory
Perth, 1978. On a glorious summer’s day on the 
Swan River, Prince Charles was aboard Siska  
as guest of the Governor of Western Australia 
and the Taskers. Sarah casually remarked to the 
Prince, ‘We will race at Cowes Week next year. 
Why don’t you join us for a sail?’
Fast forward a year. The phone rang at our crew 
house in Cowes, and JT picked up the receiver. 
‘Buckingham Palace here. Is Sarah Tasker 
available?’ JT assumed it was a prank, but 
politely took a message for Sarah to call the 
Palace. On returning the call, she was both 
surprised and delighted to be informed that 
Prince Charles would like to take up the offer, 
made over a year earlier, and come sailing on 
Siska for the Britannia Cup.
And so to the Britannia Cup, 1979: Prince 
Charles was delivered to Siska dockside by  
a Royal Barge. The barge became Siska’s 
permanent companion for the day to ensure  

Racing on the 
Solent with 
Prince Charles

by Gary Cassidy 

Prince Charles at the 
helm of Siska.
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the Prince’s security. Some of us naively thought 
this level of security was over the top, yet, some 
20 days later, Lord Mountbatten would be 
assassinated by the IRA while fishing in Ireland.
Aboard Siska, we perceived ourselves as the 
pesky downunder upstart taking on globally 
renowned big boat rivals. This David vs Goliath 
narrative gave oxygen to our rather uppity and 
ocker on-water behaviour. The air was often thick 
with expletives when we were either instructing 
each other or offering ‘friendly’ advice to  
competitors. In hindsight, I’m positive Sarah had 
chosen to exclude this aspect of what to expect 
from the day’s sailing from her pre-race briefing of 
Prince Charles over their cucumber sandwiches.
Additionally, Prince Charles had apparently 
missed the memo about the crew attire of red 
shirt and white pants. As the Prince and Sarah 
were similarly svelte, he managed to squeeze  
into her spare crew attire. The Prince relished the 
opportunity that day afforded him to step out of 
his Royal role. Some of us earlier sceptics in the 
crew softened our stance toward the Prince –  
he seemed like a really good bloke who was 
dying to get stuck in. It was a good lesson in 
‘books and covers’.
Siska was bisected into two territories by the 
crew. ‘Fantasy land’ comprised the back third of 
the boat and was so named as it was inhabited 
by skipper/tactician/navigator/main trimmer. As  
a fantasy land inhabitant, I think it’s also fair to  
say that it was we (I?) who generated a fair share 
of Siska’s expletive-laden instructions that day. 
The forward two thirds of the boat was known  
as ‘frontier land’. Its inhabitants claimed that in 
addition to doing all the ‘real’ work of setting sails 
on the foredeck, trimming and winding winches,  
it was they who were responsible for all things 
good. Prince Charles was asked by Sarah to join 
fantasy land – a decision he was to reflect on 
mirthfully later in the day.
The Britannia Cup backstory
Our Goliath-like competitors that day included 
many of the Who’s Who in big boat sailing at that 
time. To name a few:
• Kialoa III – owner and skipper: the erudite 
American Jim Killroy. This immaculately turned-
out yacht was sailed with great precision by  
Jim and his crew.  

• Condor of Bermuda – owned by the very 
wealthy sailing addict, Englishman Bob Bell.  
His skipper was the late Kiwi superstar sailor, 
Peter Blake.  
• Tenacious – owner and skipper: the ebullient 
American Ted Turner. Always brilliantly sailed. 
Turner had been a competitor of Rolly’s in the 
Flying Dutchman class. While Tenacious was 
some 20 feet shorter, she was really hard to  
beat on handicap.
The Race Plot
The weather at the start of the race was, in a 
word, windy. Blowing big dogs off big chains. 
Solid 25kts with decent squalls on top. The 
course that day was also brilliant for Siska –  
two long beats to windward into a ripping tide. 

Above: letter from 
Buckingham Palace.
Below: Siska racing  
in the Queen’s Cup, 
Cowes.



That meant lots of short tacking as close as 
possible to the Solent shoreline to stay out of  
the tide. Siska, being three quarter rigged, had  
a huge mainsail with smaller headsails. Condor 
and Kialoa were polar opposites – masthead 
rigged with huge headsails and small mainsails. 
As a result, we would lose less time going about 
because we could tack our headsail faster. The 
two long upwind legs were of course followed  
by two equally long downwind legs. The final  
leg was a short beat upwind to the finish line.  
Upwind, we knew Condor and Kialoa would  
both be faster. However, the breeze direction 
meant that Siska was going to be able to carry 
her full size heavy weather spinnaker when  
broad reaching downwind. That would make  
us significantly faster downwind – we would  
be hammering at speeds approaching 20kts.  
Our crew had already clocked up many heavy 
weather downwind miles on Siska and were very 
confident of what both boat and crew could do  
in these conditions.
Siska’s race plan was simple: 
• First leg – upwind: clear start and keep our  
air clean. Lose as little ground as possible. Try  
not to get too frustrated and expect to go around 
the top mark in third position. We also expected 
Condor and Kialoa to engage in their own 
toe-to-toe battle to try and be first to the top 
mark. This would slow them both down. 
• Second leg – downwind: sail on the edge. 
Bear away in the squalls, easing miles of main 
sheet so the end of our very long boom just 
skipped both the leeward waves and our own 
bow wave. Shake all the reefs out of our large 
main, and no matter what, keep the full-size 
spinnaker up. We expected to be planing, with 
our keel thrumming like a dinghy centreboard  
and to catch and pass the others before the 
bottom mark.  
• Third leg – upwind: make a nuisance of 
ourselves. Assuming we had passed them 
downwind, use our tacking advantage to cover 
their wind and hold these heavyweights at bay  
for as long possible. However, expect them to 
march inexorably back into the lead.
• Fourth leg – downwind: reprise second leg. 
• Fifth leg – shorter beat upwind to the finish: 
reprise third leg. Also pray that our downwind 
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game plan had worked so that we would be  
just far enough ahead to hold them at bay long 
enough on this shorter upwind leg to cross the 
finish line first.  
Condor and Kialoa’s race plan: the exact opposite 
of ours! Flog us upwind, block us downwind.  
How the plot played out… mostly according  
to Hoyle. 
As predicted, Condor and Kialoa flogged us as 
much as possible upwind. We hammered them 
as much as possible downwind. The boat-on-
boat battle scenes were close quartered, tight 
and tense – on for young and old. All battle 
scenes played out against a backdrop of noise 
from howling wind, water from crashing waves 
and whipcrack from flogging sails. Amid this 
backdrop of noise, Siska’s fantasy land inhabit-
ants found it necessary to proffer quite loud, 
explicit (and occasionally expletive-laden) 
instructions to our competitors. They naturally 
responded in kind. It was so full-on that we had 
completely forgotten the presence of our Royal 
crew member.  

Racing on the Solent 
with Prince Charles 
Continued

Celebrating the win 
back at the dock.



23

As the afternoon’s racing wore on, the wind-
speed dropped from a fresh and gusty 25+kts to 
15-20kts. This reduced Siska’s downwind speed 
advantage over Kialoa and Condor, putting a 
dent in our Hoyle-like race plan. Near the end  
of the fourth downwind leg, we had caught and 
passed Condor, however we still trailed Kialoa by 
some five or so lengths. If Kialoa led around the 
last mark, there was no way we could get past 
her upwind. We’d get a flogging.
In an attempt to maximise their advantage, 
Kialoa’s crew made the fateful decision to keep 
her spinnaker up until the last very last second. 
Instead of it being safely stowed away as they 
rounded the last mark and headed upwind, her 
spinnaker and two untethered wire sheets flailed 
in the air astern of her. They also acted like a 
windsock, dramatically slowing her speed upwind. 
As Siska rounded the last mark five lengths 
astern, we encountered Kialoa’s spinnaker wire 
sheets cracking in the air like giant bullwhips. 
Here’s where the narrative arc reached its 
crescendo…

Kialoa’s goose was certainly cooked. Now almost 
stopped in the water, her crew was totally pre-  
occupied with how to get their flailing spinnaker 
down. We were charging upwind behind them. 
Rolly’s white knuckles told me that come hell  
or high water, he was going to pass Kialoa to 
leeward in order to head shoreward out of the 
tide. This was the only way we could stave  
off Condor’s upwind charge to win the race. 
However this meant sailing through Kialoa’s 
whipping sheets. Rolly and I (ably supported by 
others in fantasy land) screamed heated advice  
at Kialoa to ‘do the right thing’, pull away across 
our bow and allow us safe passage to windward. 
This meant that Jim Killroy, the skipper of Kialoa, 
would effectively forfeit the race. Seated on the 
rail next to me, Prince Charles was wide-eyed –  
I think he loved the action. At this stage of our 
Mexican standoff, Sarah decided the Royal Heir 
might be at risk. She instructed JT to venture 
astern, extricate the Prince, bring him forward 
and thereafter ensure the Royal head stayed 
attached to Royal shoulders. As the Prince 
arrived with JT, he mirthfully commented to  
Sarah that ‘Things are getting a little heated  
down the back.’ At the last second, Jim Killroy 
bore away hard and allowed us safe passage  
to windward.   
With the Kialoa standoff over, we turned our 
attention to ensuring Condor couldn’t pass us 
before we reached the finish line. We had to be 
smart about how we used our tacking advantage 
in order to slow her progress. The more tacks we 
could make her do, the better off we would be.  
I cannot recall how many times we tacked Siska 
on top of Condor… heaps. The winch grinders on 
both boats were asked to make an extraordinary 
physical contribution. The crew on Condor, with 
her huge headsails, were working overtime. The 
number of tacks meant both boats lost a lot of 
speed. 
We eventually crossed the line mere boat lengths 
ahead of Condor to secure victory in the Britannia 
Cup. Back at the dock, Prince Charles was as 
one with Siska’s excited and exhausted crew. 
Beers were opened and Jim Killroy was first 
aboard to congratulate us on winning a great 
race. The Royal barge hovered, waiting to collect 
its Royal charge. That night it would wait much 
longer than expected. 



following the Federation of Australia in 1901,  
a flag design competition was held, attracting 
many entries. The final selection was announced 
on 3 September 1901, and thus we have just  
celebrated the 120th anniversary of Australia’s 
National Flag Day.
Flag etiquette was the focus of John’s present-
ation; it is a test of an owner/skipper’s knowledge, 
respect, good taste and competency. For 
example, our National Flag, be it the Red Ensign 
or the Blue Ensign, must always be flown from 
the staff at the stern of a vessel (or on certain 
occasions from the mast head). This applies to 
private vessels, Navy and commercial shipping.  
It is a breach of protocol to fly a corporate flag  
or other country flag from the staff at the stern  
of a vessel!
Under the Federal Shipping Act 1981, it is  
appropriate to fly the Red Ensign on Australian 
merchant ships and for private vessels in home 
waters, however when cruising overseas, it is 
more appropriate to fly the Blue Ensign (the  
Australian National Flag). For special occasions, 
national holidays, club opening days etc. it is a 
wonderful experience to join the festive spirit and 
‘dress ship’ by flying the international code of 
signal flags from the bow to the masthead and 
then to the stern in a specific order, as laid down 
originally by the Royal Yachting Association.
Technically, all other flags, such as club burgees, 
house flags, boxing kangaroo, etc. should be 
flown from the starboard side spreader, and  
any other subsequent flags from the port side 
spreader. It is acceptable for a club racing 
pennant to be flown from the backstay but  
only whilst competing in a club event.
For the coming 2021-22 sailing season, the 
RSYS Sailing Committee has resolved that all 
Squadron yachts will carry a new RSYS Racing 
Pennant whilst racing. Chris Harper instigated  
the design of the pennant on behalf of the  
Marketing and Communications Committee 
which was then approved by the Sailing  
Committee and the General Committee. The 
intention is to identify a Squadron yacht which  
is racing, particularly in combined club fleets.  
The interest in combined fleet racing has grown 
significantly in recent seasons, an innovation 
established many years ago by the very popular 

Flag Etiquette 
Afloat

by Richard Lawson
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Vexillographer John 
Vaughan.

On 25 August at our monthly online get together, 
the Cruising Division was fortunate to welcome 
Vexillographer John Vaughan OAM as our guest 
presenter. John is well known to the Squadron, 
having presented to us a few years ago, and 
more recently assisted the Club with our new 
racing pennant etiquette. More on that later.
John recently retired from his showroom in  
Northbridge, where he had designed and  
produced many flags for a myriad of uses, yet  
he has a strong affinity for flags of the sea, 
regions and cities. His knowledge of all matters 
historic is extensive, which obviously explains  
his background as the former CEO of the  
Australian Historical Society. John is also a  
founding member of the Australian Maritime 
Museum and a life member of the Sydney  
Heritage Fleet, of which the Squadron is a firm 
supporter.
As part of his heritage interest and event  
organising, John not only assisted in the  
creation and management of the First Fleet  
re-enactment, as part of Australia’s 1988  
Bicentennial Celebrations, but also designed a 
special flag for this prestigious event. For those 
of us who are old enough to remember, this  
was a spectacular event, held on Botany Bay  
and Sydney Harbour in January 1988.
John began his presentation by displaying  
numerous flags which he has collected and/or 
designed and manufactured. He explained how 
many of the flags came into existence and their 
historical context. The subject of the Australian 
Flag was then reviewed. He explained how,  



The new RSYS 
Racing Pennant.
Photo by John 
Vaughan.

Wednesday afternoon races, which has yachts 
competing from various yacht clubs.
The racing pennant is to be tied or attached  
with velcro to the backstay at a reasonable height 
for all to see, including race officials. It is to be 
flown only whilst competing in an organised 
event. John was emphatic that ‘It is a breach of 
etiquette to wear an Ensign and/or a Club Burgee 
whilst racing. The Racing Pennant should be 
flown from the backstay in an unobstructed  
position and be removed once racing has been 
completed. Only then can the Ensign and Club 
Burgee be re-flown.’
As part of the protocol of flag etiquette, flags 
should be raised at 0800hrs and lowered at 
sunset. The first flag to be raised is the National 
Flag (or Red Ensign) followed by the Club Burgee 
and other subsequent flags. At sunset the order 
is reversed, with the National Flag the last to be 
lowered. The National Flag is by law, custom,  
and tradition our chief national symbol and should 
always be treated with respect. The colours 
should always be kept in good condition, be 
clean, not be allowed to fray or fade (hence the 
need for good quality fabric in its manufacture, 
i.e. not screen-printed nylon).
The question of the RSYS’s (undefaced) Blue 
Ensign was raised and how it came about. 
On 25 April 1863 the British Admiralty granted  
a warrant to the Squadron to fly the British Blue 
Ensign undefaced (i.e. with no other insignia). 
RSYS was the first yacht club outside the British 
Isles to receive this warrant. There are just 53 
organisations worldwide to have this warrant, 
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amongst whom are four yacht clubs in Australia: 
RSYS, RQYS, RSAYS and RVYC.
The wearing of the (British) Blue Ensign, or  
the defaced Blue Ensign, on a vessel is the  
prerogative of the individual club holding the 
warrant, or of the individual owner who may  
have been granted a warrant. 
At the RSYS, the Blue Ensign is flown from the 
‘main flagpole gaff’ which is the defined position 
for the primary flag. All subsequent flags are  
flown from ‘the yard’, starting with the starboard 
side of the yard. The Club Burgee is flown from 
the masthead. Additionally, at the Squadron our 
National Flag, the Blue Ensign, is flown from a 
mast set at the highest part of our clubhouse 
building and should be floodlit so as to be seen 
24 hours a day.
John displayed an image of the RSYS Flag  
Officers’ Burgees, which can be viewed on the 
SE wall of the Careening Cove Anchorage. He 
assisted our Club in the design of this display  
and it was installed shortly after the refurbishment 
of the area that was completed in 2010. This  
collection of burgees represents all of the present 
Flag Officers and past Commodores of the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron.
The RSYS Cruising Division is sincerely grateful  
to John Vaughan for his time and enthusiasm in 
presenting to us. We acknowledge how fortunate 
our Club is to have such a close working relation-
ship with John, and we hope our Members will 
endeavour to uphold the standards of etiquette 
he has imparted to us.



26 Barranjoey Pin  
Recipient

by Gordon Lavery

Bill’s son, Rodney Northam, is not sure of  
the process, but Bill had been talking with his 
Squadron mates about the prestigious Sayonara 
Cup, an interstate trophy race for the 8 Metre 
Class. Rodney says that somehow Bill turned up 
at a boatshed in Scotland and bought an 8 Metre 
called Saskia, which he had shipped backed  
to Australia. It was a gun boat, sophisticated, 
beautiful – the first to have coloured spinnakers  
on Sydney Harbour – and a metal mast. She 
became famous.
The Sayonara Cup is a three-cornered challenge 
between NSW, Victoria, and Tasmania. It is still 
sailed, now in the Dragon Class.
In 1954 Bill challenged the Cup holder, Victoria, 
and Saskia won the Cup on Port Phillip Bay.
Bill by then had the bug and defended the Cup  
in Sydney in 1956 against both the Victorians  
and the Tasmanians. According to Rodney, that  
is when he got serious about sailing and realised 
to what it could lead.
Again, it was the American connection, General 
Johnson, who planted the Olympic seed, 
suggesting a campaign in the International 5.5 
Class using the best American designer, Bill 
Luders, along with American sails from Hood.
The boat was built in Sydney to Luders’ design. 
Bill named it Barranjoey, per the original spelling  
of the headland. (This was changed by the 
Government in 1966 to ‘Barrenjoey’.) The name 
was the inspiration for the Barranjoey Pin. 
Now, Bill needed a crew.
As it happened, Peter ‘Pod’ O’Donnell and 
James ‘Dick’ Sargeant had just returned from 
three years sailing overseas, including on the 
foredeck of Gretel during the Squadron’s 1962 
America’s Cup Challenge. The pair were as close 
to professional sailors as you could get without 
being paid in those days.
Dick had heard about Bill Northam’s campaign 
and rang him to see if he needed crew. ‘I rang  
Bill and said maybe Pod and I are available, and 
he said OK. Once I’d had a look at the boat 
which was being built in Balmain, I went back  
to Bill and said we will try this out.’
Rodney continues: ‘They were the top guys 
around at the time and pretty much single-
handedly taught the old man how to handle that 
sort of racing. They won the Australian Champion- 
ship and National Olympic trials in 1964.’
There was some grumbling about someone so 
inexperienced going to the Games, but Bill had 
beaten all opposition twice to earn the honour.
As Rodney says, ‘He went off to the Olympics 
with no fanfare and came back a hero.’
With his business interests, Bill didn’t have much 
time or appetite for training. He left Pod and Dick 

Sir William Northam CBE
Barranjoey Pin Number 26
Awarded for 1964 Tokyo Olympics – 
International 5.5 Gold Medal
In an Olympic year, and given the success of  
our Olympic sailors, it is an appropriate time to 
recall and recognise the efforts of Sir William  
(Bill) Northam who made a major contribution to 
putting Australia at the forefront of international 
yacht racing.
Bill wasn’t a natural sailor. He came to the sport  
in his 40s and spent little more than a decade 
competing at world level. However, he had the 
smarts, the determination, the crew and the 
money to be successful.
Bill was a prominent businessman. He was  
the chief executive of the Australian branch  
of the huge US medical company Johnson & 
Johnson. His family had a holiday house at  
The Basin in Sydney’s Pittwater, and when a 
neighbour took him out for a sail, he was hooked. 
Not long after, he was in America on company 
business and had been taken under the wing of 
the US company president – General Johnson – 
who declared if he was going to sail, Bill needed  
a ‘proper yacht’. 



Dick rates Barranjoey’s win as the dawn of 
competitive Australian sailing at the Olympics. 
‘We’d always had boats at the Olympics, but they 
were always in the middle of the fleet. This win 
was an impetus combined with rapidly cheaper 
international travel costs and improving sailing 
technology.’
Bill Northam came back to Australia nothing  
short of a hero. ‘NORTHAM! GOLDEN GRAN’PA’ 
screamed one of the newspaper banners. He  
was named Australian Yachtsman of the Year. In 
1966 he was made a Commander of the Order  
of the British Empire (CBE) and 10 years later  
was Knighted for his services to the sport and  
the community. In 2021 he remains the oldest 
Australian to win an Olympic Gold Medal at 59.
He was a Sydney City Alderman, and the Council 
named a lake after him in Victoria Park near 
Sydney University, erecting a sculpture marking 
his achievement. In perhaps a sign of the times, 
the plaque on the shore read: ‘In honour of 
William H Northam C.B.E. and his crew.’
Rodney says Bill always tried to credit his crew 
equally with the win, but he felt it was never given 
proper attention by the media.
In the 2000s, Squadron General Committee and 
NSW Olympic Council member Geoff Davidson 
led a two-and-a-half-year campaign through  
the Olympic Council to have Dick and Peter 
recognised on the plaque. The new plaque, with 
their names, was unveiled in 2011.
Prior to the Olympics, Bill also played a key role  
in establishing Australia’s first America’s Cup 
challenge by the Squadron. Bill was co-host of  
a very long lunch at the Squadron at which Sir 
Frank Packer was finally convinced to commit  
to the challenge and fund construction and 
campaigning of the 12 Metre Gretel. 
Until then, the Cup had been fought exclusively 
between the US and Britain, and the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron’s bid put noses out of 
joint at the Royal Thames Yacht Club. It fell to  
Bill to front a frosty meeting at the Royal Thames 
in London with the RSYS Patron, Prince Phillip,  
as Chair. The Prince was a friendly force whose 
skilful questioning helped Bill put his case and 
turned the meeting in Australia’s favour, with 
Thames eventually agreeing to support the 
challenge.
There’s a popular and probably legitimate view 
that the combination of the 1962 America’s  
Cup Challenge and the 1964 Tokyo Gold, were 
the catalysts that established Australia as a 
competitive force in world yachting. Bill Northam 
played a central role in both and deserves the 
plaudits. Sir William Northam died at Woollahra  
in 1988.

to tune the boat, with Rodney drafted in as a 
stand-in helmsman. Rodney didn’t have a lot of 
time either, he was also trying to qualify for the 
Games as a rower.
‘I got selected for the Olympics in the rowing 
fours, so that was pretty big for the family. A father 
and son in the same Olympics! The only downside 
was that Dad got the Gold and I got nothing!”
When they reached Tokyo, the sailors were 
allowed to march at the opening ceremony as 
their events were still some time off.
Rodney recalls, ‘The team manager decided  
that as we were father and son we should march 
in the front row of the Australian team. As we 
entered, Dad said to me, “Do not forget this 
moment, it is a biggie.” and away we went.’
Once the Games were underway, the rowing 
events were completed quite quickly, and as his 
father did well in the early races, Rodney was 
able to spend a lot of time at the sailing venue 
going out on the tender with the team’s reserve 
skipper Jim Hardy (now Sir James Hardy).
Rodney relates, ‘It was no secret Dad liked a 
drink, and soon after they had arrived at the 
sailing venue, Bill told Jim to go down to the  
boat and get the grog. Jim wasn’t sure what  
he meant, but he went down to the boat, which 
had just arrived, pulled off the cover, and the  
hull was chock-a-block with whiskey and beer!’
The Australians started well, winning the first race 
in light conditions after Pod’s call to start on the 
pin brought them better pressure than the rest  
of the fleet. 
‘Then the next race we finished about sixth and 
we thought that’s probably about right and then 
we won the third race, and we were either leading 
overall or second right the way through,’ says 
Dick.
Rodney adds: ‘Bill had a great ability – which  
he told me many times – to concentrate for  
long periods. He could really lock in and he was 
very good at it. Everyone underestimated him 
frequently to their great peril.’
Dick continues, ’On the water it was fine, he 
would do whatever we wanted him to do but he 
would concentrate like buggery. He had a speedo 
fitted to the boat and would say: “We are losing 
speed boys, what can we do?” Barranjoey went 
into the last race leading on points and needing  
a fourth place or better to take Gold. Their main 
rival, the American John McNamara and the 
Swede Lars Thorn were duelling for the lead until 
the desperate American was disqualified on the 
last leg. As Dick says, ‘We just had to sail in, and  
I think we got the fourth we wanted, courtesy of 
his port and starboard, but he was never going to 
cross, and it was all a bit unbelievable in the end.’
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Back on the Water! 
The first Saturday 
race of the new 
season. 
Alouette, Grendel, 
Senta, Kirsten III, 
Casamajor and 
Arcturus 3.
Photos by Ian 
Woodforth.



New Members

The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased Members 
listed below: 

Bennett, Hugh David; 
Kolve, Kari;  
Antarakis, Michael 
Kyriaco;  
Jackman, Christopher 
John;  
Penn, Warwick Lloyd.

METROPOLITAN 
Lane, Janice M A Bloxham H J Terrett
Lee, Donna J Chant Rear Commodore K D Gojnich
Molloy, Moya J Atkinson Rear Commodore K D Gojnich
Pickles, Susan W T Wright P F King AO
Raleigh, Michael R Z Tarnawsky A S King
Hulme, Suzette C F Moore J R King
Galbraith, Fiona T Goldsack D Marlay
Luscombe, Robert R C Small R M Northam
Maxwell, Kerry E Sheppard OAM C Watson
Taylor, Charles J Chant E Sheppard OAM

COUNTRY
Kaminski, Helen P R Curran K J Darling

INTERMEDIATE
De Poi, Veronica A S Nelson M Stewart

AFFILIATE
Fountain, Grace R Orr J Hancox
Luscombe, Vivienne R C Small R M Northam
Orr, Rosemary G Fountain J Hancox
Simpson, Peter J Chant Rear Commodore K D Gojnich
Knight, Justin T Goldsack D Marlay

YOUTH
Knight, Alice T Goldsack D Marlay

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

New Member Proposer Seconder
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October Book Club Meeting  
by Jill Henry
After four months of ‘Zooming’, our Book Club 
could not think of a more delightful way to be 
welcomed back to the beautiful Carabella Room 
than by having ‘The Countess From Kirribilli’ as 
our book for October. To top it off, the author,
Joyce Morgan, came to talk about her work  
and joined us for lunch afterwards. 
Joyce gave an entertaining and enlightening 
presentation about her heroine, Mary Beauchamp, 
who in time metamorphosed into Elizabeth von 
Arnim, an intriguing woman of fragile appearance 
but explosive wit. Mary was born in her parents’ 
home ‘Beulah’ on the waterfront at Kirribilli, just to 
the west of where Admiralty House now stands, 
of an Australian mother and an English father. 
She lived there until she was three, when the 
family went to holiday in England, never to return. 
Mary married a Prussian count, hence the name 
von Arnim, and then Frank Russell, the 2nd Earl 
Russell and Bertrand’s brother, thereby becoming 
a countess twice. Elizabeth enjoyed enormous 
success as an author and mixed with the literary 
thoroughbreds of the day. She was quite a lady. 
She grew up in the Victorian era when the wifely 
ideal was the submissive angel in the house. She 
was no angel and she was rarely in the house! 
We are looking forward to having Joyce speak  
at a literary lunch early next year.

Members Honours
Three Members have 
received awards from 
Australian Sailing NSW:  
Will Ryan for winning 
Olympic Gold, Iain Murray 
for coaching Will and (below) 
Rear Commodore Karyn 
Gojnich – the SheSails 
Award for the advancement 
of women in sailing.

From top: Online events with Will Ryan, Mark 
Bethwaite, Ian MacDiamid, Kirstin Reblin with 
guest Lisa Blair.

Queen’s Birthday Honours
Dr A E Carruthers AM  
Significant service to 
community health, and 
to people with Multiple 
Sclerosis.
Mr J Carrozzi AM 
Significant service to 
business, and to the 
community through 
multicultural and not- 
for-profit organisations.
Dr J E Coolican AM 
Significant service to 
dentistry in the field of 
orthodontics, and to  
rugby union.
Mr J J James OAM 
Service to rowing.
Mrs M C Walker OAM 
Service to the law.



RSYS Activities  
Dec 2021 to Feb 2022

December
Saturday 4 Intermediates Christmas Event Carabella Room
Sunday 5 Sunday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA
Tuesday 7 Tuesday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA
Wednesday 8 Dinner & Duplicate Bridge  
 Christmas Dinner Carabella Room
Thursday 9 Cruising Division Christmas Dinner Carabella Room
Friday 10 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Saturday 11 Spring Racing
Sunday 12 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Tuesday 14 Book Club Christmas Lunch Carabella Room
 Tuesday Twilight Racing & Dinner –  
 final for 2021 CCA
Wednesday 15 Christmas Dining In Night Carabella Room 
Thursday 16 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner –  
 final for 2021 CCA
Friday 17 SailGP Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Saturday 18 Spring Racing – final for 2021
Sunday 19 Children’s Christmas Party All areas
 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Friday 24 Christmas Eve
Saturday 25 Christmas Day – Club Closed
Sunday 26 Boxing Day Ferries & Lunch All areas
Friday 31 New Years Eve Dinner CCA
January
Sunday 2 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Friday 7 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Friday 7-9 LOTS Regatta
Sunday 9 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Friday 14 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Saturday 15 Spring/Summer Racing
Sunday 16 Sunday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA
Friday 21 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Saturday 12 Spring/Summer Racing
Sunday 16 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Friday 21 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Tuesday 25 Book Club Carabella Room
Wednesday 26 Australia Day Regatta & Lunch  Carabella Room & CCA
Friday 28 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Saturday 29 Spring/Summer Racing
Sunday 30 Sunday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA
February
Tuesday 1 Tuesday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA
Wednesday 2 Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner  Carabella Room/CCA 
Friday 4 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Saturday 5 Spring/Summer Racing
Sunday 6 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Tuesday 8 Tuesday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA
Friday 11 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Saturday 12 Spring/Summer Racing CCA
Sunday 13-17 Hardy Cup
 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
Tuesday 15 Tuesday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA
Wednesday 16 Monthly Wine Appreciation/Dinner CCA/Carabella Room
Friday 18 Friday Twilight Racing & Dinner CCA/Rooftop Bar
Saturday 19 Spring/Summer Racing
Sunday 20 Pizza & Pasta Dinner CCA
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From top: Robyn Colemen painted “Ned’s 
boatyard”. Amanda Hicks tasting wine at home. 
Zara Hall enjoying a family takeaway.



32 Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players  
Calendar

RSYS branded Sail Racing gear

Bowman Cotton Polo $99

Bowman Tech Polo $89

Goretex Light Jacket  $499

Bowman Tech Tee $79

Long Sleeve Rashie  $129

Short Sleeve Rashie  $119

Bowman Cotton Short $169

Bowman Tech Short $169

Gale (Women’s) Tech Short $169

Squadron items

Rugby Jersey $88

V-Neck Jumper $170

Submariner Jumper $176 

Widebrim Hat $90

Beanie $28

Burke glove (half finger) $29

D-Loop Belt $73.50 

Striped Belt $59

Burgees (various sizes) $33-$92

PFD $147

Sailing Bag $137.50

Cooler Bag $46

Sunglass Strap $6

Cufflinks $27.50

Silk Tie (members only) $75.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Headskinz $15

Lapel Pin $5.50

All items are available from the RSYS Retail Store 
in the sailing office reception area.  
Please direct enquiries to Catherine Miranda at  
catherine@rsys.com.au.

December 2021
Thursday  2 Duplicate – Christmas Lunch
Monday 6 Rubber
Thursday  9 Duplicate – Last for 2021
Monday 13 Duplicate
Monday 20 Duplicate – Last for 2021

January 2022
Monday  10 Rubber
Monday  17 Rubber
Monday 24 Rubber
Monday 31 Rubber

February 2022
Thursday  3 Duplicate
Monday 7 Rubber
Thursday 10 Duplicate
Monday 14 Duplicate
Thursday  17 Rubber
Monday 21 Duplicate
Thursday 24 Duplicate
Monday 28 Duplicate

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge 
Evenings
Wednesday 8 December 2021 –  
  Christmas Dinner

Wednesday 9 February 2022

Wednesday 9 March 2022

$65.00 per person 

Notes on Card Dates:
1. Third Thursday – Rubber bridge.  
Price $40.00 includes sandwich luncheon.
2. First, Second, & Fourth Thursdays – Duplicate 
bridge.  Price $40.00 includes sandwich luncheon.
3. Fifth Thursdays – Teams bridge. Price $40.00 
includes sandwich luncheon.
4. Social Mixed bridge is played on Monday  
afternoons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings should  
be made by Friday of the preceding week and where 
possible in pairs to facilitate play. All welcome.
First & Fifth Mondays – Rubber, Price $10.00.  Second, 
Third & Fourth Mondays – Duplicate, Price $20.00.
5. Members wishing to make permanent bookings for 
2022 are requested to complete the special form for this 
purpose, available from the reception desk or online via 
the bridge page.
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Photography David Clare.

Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Sunday 
7.30am-11.00am.
Lunch – Monday to Sunday 12pm-2.30pm.
Dinner – Friday to Sunday 5pm-9pm.
Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171 or via the website 
www.rsys.com.au.
The Dining Room
Lunch – Friday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Tuesday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.
Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.
Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  
The House Reception is attended Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 9am until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.
Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 
Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  
The Dining Room
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.
Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of an adult Member are 
welcome during weekends and school holidays.

Sign-In Requirements
Members and their guests are asked to review 
and comply with the current COVID-related 
Conditions of Entry which may be viewed in  
the clubhouse and on our website.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
The current Health Orders have limited the 
availability of compliant rooms. Please enquire  
at Reception.
Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.
All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 
Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is not permitted in the Squadron Club-
house. This also includes the Careening Cove 
area, Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as  
the Carabella Room and Bars.  
SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.
Note:  
To keep up with events at The Club please  
check with the Squadron website as events  
may change daily due to COVID-19 restrictions.  
If you are not currently receiving our 
e-Newsletters, please contact Isabel Wartho  
at isabel@rsys.com.au.
The Squadron App is now available via iTunes 
and Google Play.

Club Information



Tingari in the first Saturday race of the new season. Photo Chris Manion.


