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The General Committee and Club management 
are prudently budgeting for the coming months 
by suspending all non-essential capital works  
as a result of our significantly reduced income. 
The construction industry has been closed down 
and our replacement Youth pontoon and the car 
park repairs have been put on hold until State 
Government restrictions are lifted (expected to  
be soon.) Other works which will proceed are the 
new car park boom gates and the new awnings 
for the CCA terrace. We are continuing with our 
DA application process to upgrade our dinghy 
launching amenities and tender pontoon in the 
Pond. You will be pleased to hear that we have 
new bridge/dining chairs to enjoy when we are 
able to return to the Club. 
The take away and home delivery food and 
beverage offering is well supported, and we have 
decided to trial for one month a Members’ ‘family 
and friends’ extension to this service. Thank you 
for all the positive feedback about the quality of 
the dishes our kitchen is producing. 
We are very fortunate in this lockdown to be able 
to take our boats out on the harbour for exercise, 
in contrast to last year’s lockdown when we were 
only able to go fishing on the harbour. We would 
like to thank Australian Sailing for all their efforts 
to support our sport to the authorities and for 
representing us in a pragmatic way.
Thank you to our management team and 
employees during this challenging period. Some 
have adapted to working from home, others 
among the waterfront, kitchen, cellar, House and 
admin teams continue to come in each day to 
deliver quality services to our Members and look 
after our assets. 
I hope you all remain safe and well. I look forward 
to re-opening our wonderful club as soon as 
possible. 

The winter of 2021 has seen a complete turn-
around: from our Club enjoying a return to out- 
door and indoor activities for a few months to  
a complete lockdown due to COVID-19 public 
health orders. Throughout the latter part of July, 
our hospitality venues closed and organised 
sailing ceased but our waterfront facilities and 
Home Dining/Cellar service continued. At the  
time of writing, the NSW Government has called 
a National Emergency and implemented another 
four weeks of strict lockdown. Our Club is not 
expected to return to normal operation until at 
least the last quarter of the calendar year.
Fortunately, our learnings from 2020 have 
provided a roadmap for the delivery of great 
services, such as our interesting online speaker 
events from the Speakers Committee and the 
Cruising Division, e-Sailing competitions, trivia 
quizzes, Book Club and bridge activities. We 
continue to make available quality storage 
facilities for Members’ vessels; tender and  
fuel services are also still operating.
Thank you to all Members for your ongoing 
support of our Club through your subscription 
renewals which exceeded 98% this year. This 
clearly indicates Member recognition of the value 
of RSYS membership, in good times and bad, 
and endorses our philosophy of ‘Membership  
for Life.’ We will continue to work with Members 
who are experiencing difficulty to see how the 
Club can support them in these changing times. 
Please contact us if you require any assistance.
I am pleased to announce that we have purchased 
video and audio equipment which will ensure 
quality digital events such as online speaker 
nights. We anticipate that this year’s AGM will 
again be delivered online, given how the Delta 
strain is moving around Sydney. A lot of planning 
has taken place for this year’s AGM. There are  
a number of special resolutions to amend the 
Constitution and these will be explained in a 
Notice of Meeting which will be mailed to you 
shortly. We encourage as many Members as 
possible to attend the AGM.
Congratulations to Squadron Member Will Ryan, 
who, with his team mate Mat Belcher, won Gold  
in the 470 class at the Tokyo Olympic Games. 
The Games have been a thrilling diversion from 
the challenges of lockdown. We look forward to 
welcoming him back and hearing all about his 
Olympic success!

From the Helm  

by Commodore  
David Ward

Olympic Gold Medal 
winners in the Men’s 
470 Class: Mat Belcher 
and Squadron Member 
Will Ryan
Photo Sailing Energy 
and World Sailing.
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The vicissitudes of the past year have tested  
us all, and ultimately the well-being of our entire 
community had to be paramount. We were 
fortunate enough to be able to go sailing and we 
are still in an enviable position compared with 
many other countries around the world. So, thank 
you to everyone for your patience, understanding 
and new-found flexibility as we support our Club 
and each other.
The 2020-21 season ended with the Varuna 
Trophy Race held on 24 April. Fifteen season 
placegetters competed in the race, and this year’s 
winner was ISuper, skippered by Peter Campbell.  
Saturday racing saw 76 boats compete across 
the mixed divisions 1, 2 and 3 and mini regattas 
for the One Design Etchells, Yngling, Dragon and 
J/70 Sportsboats.  
The season witnessed the introduction of the 
Sydney Harbour Combined Clubs Inshore series. 
This involved Royal Prince Edward Yacht Club, 
Royal Australian Naval Sailing Association, Middle 
Harbour Yacht Club, Manly Yacht Club and the 
Squadron, and a total of 101 boats entered in 
Saturday racing over the Summer. There were 
some initial teething problems with courses and 
race management but these were soon rectified. 
Numbers had been dwindling in mixed division 
racing, and this series aimed to provide greater 
competition for sailors and a more demanding 
start line.

Ten Squadron boats competed in the  
Perseverance offshore series. Our three off- 
shore trophy races: the Gascoigne, Milson and 
Morna Cups represent the fine traditions of the 
Squadron and are still attracting good numbers.  
The 2020 Combined Clubs Winter series had 86 
entries and provided enjoyable and competitive 
racing for all involved. 
It has been a busy year for the Squadron, and  
we hosted many regattas. In August 2020, we 
held a One Design ‘Ice Breaker’ regatta. This  
was followed by the inaugural Captain Rowntree  
Cup Female Helm Race over the October Long 
Weekend, which substituted for the Ladies of  
the Sea Coaching Regatta, cancelled due to  
a COVID flare up. Over the Summer, we also 
hosted the J/70 East Coast Regatta, Dragon 
NSW Championship, MC38 Australian Champion-
ship, Yngling Australian and NSW Championships, 
Etchells Milson Silver Goblets, Australia Day 
Regatta and the Hardy Cup.
Once again, we supported the Sail Sydney dinghy 
event with our race management, and Members 
competed in the 49er, 420, and Laser classes.
The Etchells Australian Championship was 
cancelled due to the closed borders, and in its 
place, we ran the Etchells Summer Champion-
ship for the Eaton Cup which attracted a fleet  
of 30 boats.
Twilight racing is still one of the best ways to 
enjoy our Harbour. Friday is our biggest night of 
the week, with 80 block entries and another 20 
casual entries. Congratulations to David Grundy 
of Minnow who won the major prize, donated  
by our Friday Twilight partner PONANT.  

2020-21 Sailing 
Season Review

by Captain  
Karyn Gojnich 

Varuna Trophy race 
winner ISuper. 

Arcturus 3. 
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Tuesday Twilights celebrated a 7th season with 
our partner Paspaley, and we regularly had 36 
boats on the water. Genevieve Slattery and her 
crew on Genovefa won the ladies non-spinnaker 
division, and Megan Howard and her crew on 
Shining Star won the ladies spinnaker division. 
Graeme Smith and his LOTS ladies on Gail Force 
won the Open Division. I also highly recommend 
Sunday Twilights to you all: it’s a great way to 
finish the weekend; kicking off around 4pm and 
finishing up with a family roast in the CCA. We 
had 26 boats entered with consistently 10-12 
boats enjoying the sailing each Sunday.
When the international borders closed due to 
COVID, the RSYS Hardy Cup committee decided 
to open the event to teams of all ages in order  
to boost the skills of our Youth sailors who  
have missed out on their regular competition.  
Ten teams competed from NSW. This year’s 
winner was Finn Tapper from the CYCA; Alistair 
Read from RPAYC was 2nd; Ash Rooklyn from 
Vaucluse Skiff Club 3rd and Jed Cruickshank 
representing the Squadron finished 4th.
And have you noticed the radio-controlled  
yachts in the Pond? The Dragon Force 65 fleet is 
growing, with 15 to 20 boats racing each week. 
The Squadron was pleased to host the 21st 
running of the Stepping Stone House Bridge  
and Regatta days in March. The Regatta day 
attracted 30 Club Member yachts and 276 sailors 
which was a very generous response from our 
Members. The events raised more than $100,000 
– a superb effort! Our warmest thanks to the 
yacht owners, sponsors and individuals who so 
generously supported this fundraising effort. We 
are also indebted to Commodore Rex Harrison 

and John Taylor for organising the regatta and to 
Richard Lawson, John Jeremy and Rob Ridley  
for managing the race.
In April, Cruise Captain John Taylor and his 
committee took a 63 strong fleet to Pittwater.  
The cruising and racing boats melded together  
to enjoy a memorable week of activities: paella 
nights, cooking competitions, progressive 
dinners, BBQs… and of course, some racing.
Our dinghy sailing squads continue to grow. 
While travel to international regattas was not 
possible, RSYS was well represented at the Laser 
State Championship, Laser Metros, Optimist State 
Championship, Sail Sydney, and both the NSW 
and ACT Teams Racing events. It was a delight  
to host 21 female sailors from all over Sydney  
for an ‘Optichicks’ weekend. Our Club also 
successfully hosted 194 sailors across 24 teams 
for the 2021 NSW Secondary Schools Teams 
Racing Championship. The spirit of the Squadron 
and the Youth sailing community was abundantly 
on display as Members pitched in to help on  
the race committee boat, umpiring, marshalling, 
driving change-over boats and welcoming sailors 
and their supporters for the event.
Congratulations to all on a most successful sailing 
season. Thank you to all of our volunteers who 
dedicate their time to enable us to enjoy our sport 
of sailing. Thank you also to our wonderful RSYS 
staff for all their support.

Photos Ian Woodforth.



The 159th Annual Squadron Presentation was held 
in the Carabella Room on 28 May. Commodore 
David Ward presented the following awards:

YACHTSMAN OF THE YEAR
Idris Cup to Jack Ferguson
During the nomination period Jack won his 
second Waszp Australian Championship: he  
now claims five National titles. Capitalising on  
the travel restrictions during the COVID lock-
down, Jack spent numerous hours on the water 
transitioning to the 49er class with crew Max  
Paul, and they are now regular training partners 
for the Philips brothers who are competing in  
the Tokyo Olympics.
The lockdown also saw the emergence of virtual 
sailing, and Jack won the right to represent RSYS 
in the NSW State Championship, which he won. 
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He went on to win the Trans-Tasman eSailing 
Championship.

YACHTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR
Joanne Trophy to Nicola Wakefield Evans
Nicola skippered Whistling Kite to win Division 1 
of the inaugural Sydney Harbour Women’s Keel- 
boat Series and one leg of the Manly Yacht Club’s 
Women’s Challenge series. She is an enthusiastic 
competitor and Club Member, embodying our 
values of integrity, progressiveness, inclusiveness, 
respect and safety in her encouragement and 
support for female sailors on her boat.

FLAG OFFICERS’ CREWPERSON OF THE YEAR
Carabella Tray to Kevin Wong
Kevin is a key member of Malcolm Shaw and 
Mike Seymour’s Zig Zag2 crew. He ensures there 
is a full complement of crew for each race. Kevin 

2020-21 Sailing Season  
Review Continued

Photos by Margaret 
Fraser-Martin.



5

is technically savvy and improves the performance 
of the boat by providing valuable information on 
the boat’s speed, the effect of the tide and wind 
lanes as well as making tactical decisions during 
the race. Kevin trains the main crew and also the 
women’s only crew.

YOUTH SAILOR OF THE YEAR
John Thomas Batty Trophy to Jed Cruickshank
Jed held up against Tom Slingsby at the Bolle 
Match Cup before joining the winning crew on 
Defiance for the Sydney Hobart Veterans’ Race. 
He secured a top four result at the Hardy Cup, 
won the Sailing Champions League Australasian 
Youth Nationals and qualified for the SCL World 
Championship. Around our Club, Jed’s inclusive 
attitude helped raise the effectiveness and 
efficiencies of our juniors in the SKP training 
sessions.

SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD
Ruth McCance Memorial Trophy to  
Richard Lawson
Richard makes an outstanding contribution to the 
community, the Squadron and our sport. He has 
served on the Waterfront, the Annual Cruise and 
the Cruising Division committees. Rapunzel is a 
regular participant in the Friday Twilight and the 
Ladies Tuesday Twilight Series, and the Annual 
Cruise. Richard regularly takes novices out on  
his boat as part of the Squadron’s Keelboat 
Experience days. He is a member of the ‘Red 
Shirts’ volunteers and is always the first person  
to help out with events such as the Hardy Cup. 
Beyond RSYS, Richard supports the International 
Council of Yacht Clubs and is keenly involved in 
raising funds through the annual Stepping Stone 
House Regatta.
The full list of prize winners is published in the 
Annual Report.
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Sam Fortescue, a leading British yachting writer, 
remembers 20 years ago crunching along the 
shingle towards Hurst Castle which jutted out  
into the western Solent for a glimpse of three 
mighty J Class sailing yachts as they fought the 
ebb tide. It was 2001, the 150th anniversary of 
the first event around the Isle of Wight in 1851. 
The ‘100 Guineas Cup’, as it was then known, 
was won by the sole USA entrant America.  
These three yachts: Endeavour, Shamrock V  
and Velsheda, were the very last of the original  
J Class. Fortescue stood with hundreds of  
others, transfixed, as this magnificent trio 
hammered past into the Solent on their way 
home to Cowes.
The history of the J Class yachts began in the 
early 1900s and is dominated by tycoons, 
aviators, railway moguls, oil barons and those 
who built empires from tea. It is very much a  

story of fervent transatlantic competition, in which 
vast sums of money were spent both to challenge 
and defend the coveted America’s Cup. It is a 
story of some of the most beautiful yachts ever 
built and which provided some of the closest 
racing of that era (between 1930 to 1937). 
Today, the fleet of up to 10 Js is so competitive, 
that placings are often divided by seconds on  
real time, even after hours of racing. These results 
are a credit to the rules now governing the class.
What was the International J Class, why was it 
established and how did it come into existence? 
The J Class is one of several derived from  
the Universal Rule for racing yachts. The Rule, 
updated in 1928, uses a yacht’s various 
dimensions to calculate the rating in feet. Boats 
of equal lengths could then race against each 
other directly, without making other allowances 
for time and distance sailed. Even though one 
yacht might have a longer length, or another 
yacht a larger sail area, their overall configurations 
had to produce a rated length which met the 
Universal Rule for that class. Boats in Class ‘J’, 
(the J Class yachts) were the largest constructed 
under the Universal Rule. The Rule includes 
provisions for an even larger type of boat, the  
‘I’ Class, though none have ever been built.
In the late 1920s, the trend was for smaller boats, 
and so agreement among American yacht clubs 
led to rule changes such that the International Rule 
would later be used for 12 Metre Class yachts.
In 1928 this development rule led to the single 
masted J class being adopted as the class to 
race in the America’s Cup.
The competition had been unfair because the 
British challengers had to be constructed in  
their country of origin (a requirement still in use 
today). Consequently, the challenging yacht had 
to be designed to be more seaworthy than the 
American boats because it had to sail across  
the Atlantic Ocean (it could not be shipped), 
whereas the defending American yachts were 
designed purely for speed in closed waters 
racing. Obviously, this was a real advantage  
to the USA defenders. 
These original J Class yachts carried 165ft masts 
which often dis-masted. The rule was changed  
in 1937 to force rigs to weigh a minimum of  
6,400 lbs.
In 1930, Sir Thomas Lipton spent $1,500,000 
(about $45,000,000 today) for his Shamrock V 

A Short History of the 
fabulous International  
J Class Yachts

by Max Press

Right: Ranger closing 
in on Velsheda. J Class 
Regatta on the Solent, 
2012. Photo David 
Blaikie
Ranger and Endeavour.



challenge. America was in the middle of the  
world stock market crash, and yet the New York 
Yacht Club still fielded four new Cup defenders. 
Enterprise Harold (Harold Vanderbilt) beat 
Shamrock V (Lipton). The next challenge was in 
1934 when Rainbow (Vanderbilt) beat Endeavour 
(Sir Tommy Sopwith), and finally in 1937 when 
Ranger (Vanderbilt) beat Endeavour II (Sopwith).
In 1932 Sopwith had purchased Shamrock V 
from Lipton to use as a trial horse for his new 
Endeavour, designed by Charles Nicholson. 
Sopwith had built over 18,000 fighters in WW1 
and with this vast knowledge of aircraft design, 
brought a great deal of innovation to the new 
British J Class. The mast was 165ft of welded 
steel tube; 20 inches in diameter at the base; 
more aerodynamic and more efficient than the 
pear-shaped mast on the US Rainbow. The boom 
was not circular like previous booms but was an 
inverted triangular cross-section. Its upper face 
was fitted with tracks which ran from one side  
to the other. Each track carried its own car to 
which the foot of the mainsail was attached, thus 
the bottom of the mainsail was able to achieve a 
more efficient shape when sailing upwind. 
The British also designed a totally new, more 
efficient jib which allowed better airflow across  
the mainsail. Unfortunately, a visiting American 
yachtsman, sailing nearby when this jib was being 
tested on Endeavour in the Solent, spotted it and 
reported back to the NYYC. It was a quadrilateral 
jib with two clews which increased airflow across 
the mainsail, giving more power to the rig and 
resulting in greater speed.  
Endeavour was launched in April 1934 and took 
part in 12 races in British waters in June that year, 
finishing up as class champion. However, on the 
day that she was ready to set sail for Newport, 
Rhode Island, her professional crew went on 

strike demanding more money. Sopwith refused 
to give way, and 14 of her crew abandoned ship. 
There was a large response to an appeal to fill  
the void. 
However, all the time taken to train her original 
crew had now been wasted and her challenge 
would be handicapped by the use of an 
enthusiastic, if relatively inexperienced, crew  
and an afterguard chosen more for their friend-
ship with Sopwith rather than having extensive 
experience racing such a large vessel.
Nevertheless, the 1934 challenge at Newport was 
a most exciting event: Sopwith on Endeavour 
was the most potent challenger that Britain had 
sent out until then. She won the first two races, 
but Rainbow recovered to win the next four races 
and successfully defend the Cup. Rainbow was 
only ahead by a cumulative six minutes and 37 
seconds over the full six race series – it was a 
very close-run event indeed!
The rivalry led both countries to put on a display 
of technological innovations using the maximum 
load waterline length allowed by the Rule for 
Endeavour II and Ranger. The 1937 challenge 
witnessed all the novelties developed during  
the previous decade on small boats transposed 
on to the larger yachts, pitting the British and 
American yacht designs in a new technological 
race. These were:
• The high aspect Bermuda rig replaced the gaff  
 rig on larger yachts.
• Solid-rod lenticular rigging for shrouds and  
 stays.
• Luff and foot grooved spars with rail and slides  
 replaced wooden hoops.
• Multiplication of spreader sets: one set 
previously (1914), two sets (1930) three sets 
(1934) and four sets (1937).

Shamrock V. 
participating in the 
2017 Saint Barth 
Bucket regatta. Photo 
michaelkurtzphoto – 
PLANTAENIUSYACHT 
INSURANCE.
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• Multiplication of the number of winches: there  
 were 23 winches on Enterprise (1930).
• Electric navigational instruments borrowed  
 from aeronautics, with repeaters for windvane  
 and anemometer Whirlwind (1930).  
• ‘Park Avenue’ boom (Enterprise 1930) and  
 ‘North Circular’ boom (Rainbow 1934). Two men  
 could walk abreast along the ‘Park Ave.’ boom.
• Riveted aluminium mast (4,000lb/1,800kg),  
 Duralumin* (Endeavour 1934).
• Genoa Jib (Rainbow 1934) and quadrangular  
 jib (Enterprise 1934).
• Development of the nylon parachute  
 (symmetrical spinnaker) including the world’s  
 largest at 18,000ft2/1,700m2 on Endeavour II  
 (1936).
• Duralumin wing mast, Ranger (1937).
(*Duralumin is a strong, lightweight alloy of 
aluminium which can be rolled, forged and 
extruded into various forms and products. Its 
tensile strength is higher than aluminium but  
its resistance to corrosion is poor.) 
Most of the J Class yachts of this period were 
scrapped prior to or during WW2 because steel 
and lead had become precious commodities for 
the war effort. The only Js to survive after the war 
were British: Shamrock V, built in 1930; Velsheda, 
1933; and Endeavour, 1934; all had been built by 
Camper & Nicholson. In all, 23 Js were built, and 
some of the earliest were converted, such as 
King George V’s Britannia. 
According to my research, 10 were built from 
1930 to 1937 and six from 2004 to 2017. 

The six ‘new’ Js are:
• 77C Ranger (2004) is a replica of the Harold  
 Vanderbilt’s 1937 Ranger by Starling Burgess  
 & Olin Stephens. 
• Hanuman (2009) is a replica of Endeavour by  
 Charles Ernest Nicholson
• 77F Lionheart (2010) is to the original Ranger  
 design.
• Rainbow (2012) is a replica of Rainbow by  
 Starling Burgess
• Topaz (2015) designed by Frank Cabot Paine  
 to the original proposal ‘A’ 1935
• Svea (2017) by Tore Holm to the original 1937  
 design.
The next closest challenge was in 1962 in the 12 
Metre Class when Gretel (Jock Sturrock) won the 
second race against Weatherly (Bus Mosbacher) 
but lost the remaining races to see Weatherly 
retain the Cup. But Gretel did show that with 
more training and knowledge, the Cup was 
vulnerable. Then 1983 came along, and Australia 
II won the right to challenge. Despite some 
heart-stopping gear issues early on, she settled 
down and won the Cup in one of the most 
thrilling sporting events ever! 

Inside the latest built J Class 2017
In Sweden in the 1930s, Olympic sailor, architect 
and boat builder Tore Holm was well known for 
his 6 and 8 Metre Class racing yacht designs.  
He turned his skills to the far bigger J Class, 
which were the largest Length Over All (LOA) the 
America’s Cup races would ever see. He worked 
on his J Class plans and completed them in 
1937. The J was numbered J-S1 but he locked 
them away when WW2 disrupted the world.
Possibly the plans would have lain undiscovered, 
had they not been found when the Secretary of 
the International 8 Metre Class, John van Bueren, 
was hunting around in the basement of Holm’s 
family house. He came across a number of old 
leather briefcases containing the unmistakable 
plans of a J Class yacht drawn up over 80 years 
previously – they were of a mothballed dream 
named ‘Svea’ (meaning ‘Sweden’).
Van Bueren was a friend of Dutch naval architect 
Andre Hoek, who was thrilled by the discovery 
and assembled a group, including one possible 
owner, who purchased the rights to the design. 
The syndicate set to work to establish the build 
and engaged Hock Design Naval Architects  
to analyse the 1936 designs of Sparkman & 
Stephens and Starling Burgess. An enormous 
amount of research ensued. They made some 
design changes to the layout to modernise the 
cockpit, and then the boat build began. 
Originally, the wheel was mounted on deck  
like Endeavour’s and there was no cockpit. 
Revising the plans, they split the sailing functions 

Top: Velsheda, Topaz, 
Ranger and Svea,  
J Class Worlds, 
Newport. Photo  
Rob Migliaccio.



it jerks and creeks as the hydraulic primary 
winches pull it in. The mainsail is hoisted. The 
mast compression is a horrifying 180 tonnes, 
more than the boat weighs. Even the vang  
load exceeds 4 tonnes, and snaps to show  
its disapproval as the load reaches 4.2 tonnes. 
There is little reaction from the incredibly calm 
crew which can number up to 45. 

into two cockpits: the afterguard, helmsman, 
tactician, main and jib sheet trimmers and the 
team on running backstays are in constant visual 
communication and within hearing distance of 
each other, whilst the halyard and spinnaker 
trimming winches and crew are forward of the 
doghouse. 

Let’s go for a sail on Svea 
An excerpt from an article in Classic Boat 
magazine by leading British yachting writer 
Steffan Meyric-Hughes.
‘It is blowing about 20kts out at sea. I was  
asked to stay on the aft deck, the usual post  
for observers and guests on a J Class, and 
surprisingly comfortable, even in 20-25kts of 
wind. What happened next was a quiet, efficient 
blur of action, punctuated in my memory as a 
series of impressions: diesel off, black mainsail 
rising up the mast, speed building, then the No 3 
(100 per cent) genoa climbing up the mast. The 
weather side went up as smoothly as a high rise 
lift, heeling at up to 37 degrees, as we sailed  
hard into the wind. Somewhere out there in the 
hard blue glitterscape of a spring day in the  
Med, our chase RIB stood off. 
The presence of the chase RIB is standard in  
the J Class and means that Js are raced without 
lifejackets or guardrails, quite correct for this 
aesthetically-driven class that is pure spectacle.  
It also coloured every moment with an exhilarating 
sense of vulnerability. Even in this enclosed bay 
with its limited fetch, a couple of days of Mistral 
had raised a bit of sea – perhaps 5-6ft (1.5-2m), 
but we cruised through them like a flying carpet. 
High and dry on the weather side, above the 
spray flying back down the lee deck, which is 
partially underwater. It would be a long way to  
fall into the water from here, but my perch is 
secure. Looking down and along that deck is a 
rare sight – 143ft of swept teak, barely interrupted 
as it tapers gently to a needle point. 
Even more noticeable is the sound, as the rig 
shudders and creaks from the insane loads.  
The load generated by the 5,000ft2 (4,500m2) 
mainsail is 14 tonnes: the mainsheet has enough 
pull on it to hoist a London bus into the air, and  
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Svea participating in 
the 2018 Saint Barth 
Bucket regatta. Photo 
michaelkurtzphoto – 
PLANTAENIUSYACHT 
INSURANCE.
One of the original 
plans by Tore Holm.

Launch Name  Builder LOA LWL Beam Designer Draught Displacement Sail No Sail Area

1930 Shamrock V Camp&Nicholson 19ft 1in 81ft 1in 20ft Nicholson 14ft 9in 134 tons JK3 7,540sq ft
1930 Weetamoe Herreshoff 125ft 9in 83ft 20ft Crane 14ft 6in unknowm unknown 7,550sq ft
1930 Yankee Geo Lawley 126ft 83ft 2ft 6in Paine 14ft 6in 148 tons JUS2 7,288sq ft
1930 Whirlwind Geo Lawley 120ft 9in 80ft 23ft L. Herreshoff 14ft 6in 128 tons 4 7,583sq ft
1933 Velsheda Camp&Nicholson 127ft 6in 83ft 21ft 6in Nicholson 15ft unknown JK7
1934 Endeavour Camp&Nicholson 129ft 6in 83ft 6in 22ft Nicholson 14ft 9in 143 tons JK4 7,651sq ft
1934 Rainbow Herreshoff 127ft 6in 82ft 21ft Herreshoff Co 15ft 141 tons J4 7,535sq ft
1936 Endeavour II Camp&Nicholson 135ft 6in 87ft 21ft 6in Camp&Nicholson 15ft 162 tons JK6 7,546sq ft
1937 Ranger Bath Iron Works 135ft 87ft 21ft Burgess&Stephens 15ft 166 tons J5 7,546sq ft

We bear off and run downwind for a while, the 
red spinnaker blooming out ahead of us, still at 
hull speed of 12kts or more. In much the same 
way a 6 Metre will sail at 6kts, the Js will power 
up in quite light airs, and suitably rigged, can  
take a lot. Remember, they have been crossing 
the Atlantic since the 1930s. With their slender 
profiles and high displacement, the same qualities 
that enable them to hold their speed so easily, 
they apparently become submarines in a real 
seaway, but, in high tensile aluminium and carbon 
rig, they simply plough on... It is Perfection!’
Below deck, she is gracious and a yachtsman’s 
dream: teak layout, sumptuous and comfortable, 
homely and a cut above the rest.
Today these boats cost over $US10 million.  
But every cent is worth it to those who design; to 
those who build and to those who own them, for 
they have brought back an absolutely wonderful 
era of the past into today’s world.



10 Antarctic 
Adventures

by Jackie Taylor

In 2016 my husband John (‘JT’) invited me to join 
him and a few of his university mates on a sailing 
voyage to the great, white continent of Antarctica. 
While the destination intrigued me, the mode of 
travel was on board a tall ship, where one was 
expected to be a part of the working crew – 
joining watches and assisting with manoeuvres 
and meal preparation – wasn’t so attractive to 
me. The thought of sailing for days, possibly 
weeks, across the notoriously rough Drake 
Passage did not appeal to non-seafaring me,  
and I declined.
Fast forward to February 2020, when I was 
invited to join three girlfriends on a journey to 
Antarctica onboard PONANT’s Expedition ship  
Le Boreal. What an opportunity! To travel aboard 
a luxury vessel, with friends and a professional 
crew, in the company of expedition leaders who 
would be a font of knowledge on the history, 
geography, ecology and biodiversity of this pristine 
southernmost continent, was very appealing. I 
was also very tempted by the French gastronomy, 
on board entertainment and the opportunity  
to rekindle my very limited schoolgirl French  
language skills.
After a long-haul flight and a whirlwind stopover  
in Buenos Aires, my companions and I were  
on a flight to Ushuaia, the small Argentinian city 
situated on the Tierra del Fuego archipelago at 
the southernmost tip of South America. During  
a half day bus tour of the city and surrounding 
countryside, we beheld rugged, snow-capped 
mountains; walked through lush, evergreen 

forests and spotted the first (of what was to be 
many) seals lazing on the rocks by the waterfront. 
Our vessel, Le Boreal, was moored at the local 
docks which were bustling with activity, as this 
port is the gateway to Antarctica. Crews were 
busy disembarking/embarking passengers, 
provisioning and generally preparing for their 
upcoming voyages. 
We were greeted by the captain and crew, shown 
to our cabins by attendants, and then summoned 
to attend a thorough safety briefing before setting 
sail. We departed Ushuaia on a relatively mild 
summer’s evening and were steaming down  
the Beagle Channel with Argentina to port, Chile 
to starboard and the most magnificent vistas  
of rugged snow-capped mountains astern. 
Adventure lay ahead! Being on deck with great 
friends, champagne in hand, absorbing this 
magnificent panorama felt surreal. It is a moment 
that will be etched in my mind forever.
Drake Passage, the body of water between Cape 
Horn and the Antarctic Peninsula, was relatively 
calm and made for a comfortable crossing.  
What luck – fears of experiencing a stormy sea, 
my worst nightmare, were totally unfounded. 
During the passage, we acquainted ourselves 
with shipboard routine. I enjoyed meeting the 
crew; attending informative lectures given by  
the passionate expedition leader; getting to  
know fellow Aussies and other multinational  
passengers; lounging in communal areas listening 
to live music, or simply taking time out in the 
comfort of my cosy cabin.

‘Kayaking in 
Antarctica is not to 
be missed!’ Jackie 
with cabin mate  
Viv Freeman. 

Right: Le Boreal is 
skilfully navigated 
through the narrow 
Lemaire Channel.



themselves into the water, seals and sea leopards 
hunting for food or lazing contentedly on ice 
shelves, and numerous whales frolicking in the  
icy waters. 
A particular highlight was a kayaking excursion. 
After a safety briefing, we donned immersion suits 
and life jackets and then climbed awkwardly into 
our kayaks, balancing as best we could, before 
paddling off with our guides. Being at sea level 
gave us a totally different perspective, as we were 
now able to get ‘up close and personal’ with 
nature. The sea was full of growlers and the area 
lined with dramatically steep, icy cliffs which could 
crack and tumble into the water at any moment. 
Caution was paramount but the thrill of being on 
the water was exhilarating.
It was a privilege to travel to Antarctica with  
such a professional company as PONANT.  
Safety, comfort and passenger satisfaction were 
their priority. I couldn’t help but think about the 
early explorers: Amundsen, Scott, Shackleton 
and Mawson, to name a few, who ventured  
for months on end to this often bleak and 
inhospitable land, with none of our modern- 
day comforts or state of the art technology. 
However, I can understand their attraction  
to this amazing destination: the great, white 
continent of Antarctica. 

With sightings of icebergs and then land, came 
increased observations of wildlife. During our 
voyage we encountered birds, penguins, seals, 
sea leopards and whales. The daily (often twice 
daily) shore landings by Zodiac, escorted by  
the naturalists, enabled us to mingle at a safe 
distance with the local inhabitants. Adelie,  
Gentoo and Chinstrap penguin rookeries are 
plentiful. The cute but rather smelly birds (due to 
the guano) appear totally unfazed when visitors 
meander amongst them. Penguin chicks hatch 
late in December, so our timing was ideal to see 
the young chicks losing their downy feathers  
and moving towards adolescence.  
As we navigated our way south through the 
Weddell Sea and onward to the Lemaire Channel, 
the scenery changed constantly. Icebergs of 
every size and shape floated freely according to 
the winds and currents. Growlers, bergy bits and 
much bigger icebergs were quite a spectacle  
and varied enormously in size, texture and colour. 
Some were smooth, some rough, some jagged, 
striped, white, blue, aqua, jade… but all very  
different and unique. Photographic opportunities 
were bountiful.
The captain, officers and crew skilfully led us 
through the Lemaire Channel, a narrow, obstacle-
filled passage. The seas were calm and often 
glassy, which enabled comfortable Zodiac 
excursions to view the wildlife. Our expedition 
leaders knew the bays in which we were most 
likely to spot a particular species. We watched 
penguins doing acrobatics as they launched 
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Having a ‘whale of a 
time’ as we encounter 
whales and other 
marine life whilst on 
Zodiac excursions. 
Thank you dear 
friends for inviting  
me on a trip of a 
lifetime. L to R Jackie, 
Jo Morbey, Viv 
Freeman, Di Falloon.
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The History Committee has had a busy 12 
months. We are responsible for managing our 
Club’s rich and diverse collection of archives  
and artefacts which embody its unique history 
from 1862, and there has been a lot of ground  
to cover.
It is important to know what is in the Squadron 
collection and how to retrieve it. With the  
assistance of a recently contracted archives  
professional, Rose Docker, we have diligently 
added items to the existing database which  
catalogues the Club’s entire historical collection: 
paintings, trophies, burgees, maritime artefacts, 
furniture, photographs, minute books, annual 
reports, historical documents, Club correspond-
ence, Sailing Department records, Club 
publications and so on. To date there are almost 
2,000 individual items catalogued into our Archive 
Manager database, with many more to come.
To have a valuable historical resource like this  
is important, and you also have to be able to  
ensure its long-term preservation and future use. 
To do this, we have embarked on a programme 
of selective digitisation of some of the Club’s 
significant records: the Club’s foundation  
documents from 1862; General Committee 
minutes from 1862; Annual Reports from  
1893; and of course, its flag-ship publication 
the Logbook which commemorates its 65th 
anniversary this year, having started in August 
1956. If you delve into the Heritage page  
on the website (www.rsys.com.au/our-club/
our-heritage) you’ll see that we have also 
digitised other key publications including  
the Club’s histories published in 1962 and 
2000, and the Sesquicentenary edition of 
the Logbook in 2012.
Committee members have made use of 
their expertise on a range of interesting 
projects. Our history ‘detective’ John 
Maclurcan has been hot on the trail,  

scanning the nation’s historical newspapers 
through Trove (a database of scanned historical 
newspapers and other documents run by the 
National Library of Australia.) He has retrieved 
intriguing historical stories relating to our Club’s 
early history, and these have been published in 
the weekly e-newsletters and on the website 
under the banner ‘Read All About It’ on the  
Heritage page. 

Recently, Bruce Gould and John have completed 
another major project, restoring the Beecroft 
watercolours. Brilliant, digitised replicas of  
each painting now hang in the Club’s northern 
entrance, and the valuable and fragile originals 
have been carefully housed in the Archives for 
their long-term preservation. 
Lance Chapple is our artefact curator. The  
interior and exterior displays of trophies, art  
works and maritime artefacts exhibited around 
the clubhouse giving it that impressive, historical 
ambiance, are diligently overseen by Lance, who 
works hard to ensure they all look spick and 
span. If you haven’t already done so, take a look 
at the display case outside the lift on Level 4 
featuring artefacts from the yacht Morna. There  
is the wooden sail batten inscribed with the 
signatures of her last crew in 1953 and also the 
deck logbook from Morna’s participation in the 
inaugural Sydney to Hobart race in 1946. These 
few historical items are typical of the treasures 
buried in the Squadron’s historical collection 
which the Committee rotates for displays.
Meanwhile James Merrington, a more recent 
committee member, has breathed new life into 
our oral history project. While interviews with 

Preserving the 
Treasures of  
the Squadron

by the History Committee

Right: Restoration  
of the Beecroft 
watercolours
Below: Our Club’s 
Foundation 
document.



many of the Club’s luminaries were conducted 
some years ago, James has begun a new series 
capturing the memories of prominent Members 
through that vital component of the historical 
record – the spoken word.
Oral history interviews have highlighted some 
interesting family tales including that of Club 
Members John and Jeff Love and their remark-
able father, Nigel Love. A keen yachtsman who 
returned from World War I as an officer in the 
Australian Flying Corps, Nigel then piloted the 
very first passenger flight out of the newly created 
Sydney Airport at Mascot. Later, training other 
young airmen, he emphasised that navigation 
skills gained through sailing were also crucial  
for flying. 
In addition to overseeing all of the above 
activities, Committee Chair Peter Bradford has 
also fielded a steady stream of historical enquiries 
over the past 12 months. The Club’s history spans 
almost 160 years, involving many interesting  
individuals and significant yachting events, and 
there’s always more research to be done and 
questions to respond to, ranging from family 
history to the history of yachts and trophies.
The main challenge with the Squadron’s historical 
collection, is of course that it’s continuously 
growing! From historic photos to recent webinars, 
there is always new material to add which 
preserves for posterity moments in yachting  
and Club history.
Our most recent donor gave us copies of some 
historic photos including a lovely image of the 
yacht Era. She was designed by Member Walter 
Reeks for Vice-Commodore Alfred Milson.  

Launch of Era  
from the Balmain 
Shipyards in 1887. 
Photo Victor Cohen.

The Thelma 
Illumination hanging 
in the Members Bar.
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The image above captures the moment before 
Era pushed off the slipway on the day of her 
launch from the Balmain shipyards in 1887. At  
the other end of the spectrum, there are historic 
events that happened around 100 years later 
during the 1998 Sydney to Hobart. To capture 
some record of that historic race, we will also 
archive the recent webinar in which committee 
member Bruce Gould recounted his own history-
making role as a crew member aboard the 
ill-fated Winston Churchill.
History comes in many formats, and endeavouring 
to capture all of these is the ongoing challenge for 
the busy History Committee.



the month and once a month on Mondays. On 
Sundays we have up to 30 sailors out on the water 
for about 40 minutes each sail. Most sail with a 
volunteer skipper but some go solo. In conjunction 
with other volunteers, JT and Hazel Sullivan have 
taught more than 10 participants to sail. ‘Our 
sailors love the freedom and independence of 
sailing by themselves,’ says Hazel.  
Our Squadron volunteers are kept busy through-
out the morning. At 8am the boats are taken out 
of their storage container, rigged and launched. 
Sailors arrive from 9am and we fit lift jackets and 
escort them to their allocated boats. Assistance 
in boarding is necessary, particularly for those 
requiring a crane lift from their wheel-chair. We 
benefit from having our own safety boat and it 
doubles for towing in light airs. The skills that  
our Squadron volunteers have acquired from  
their years of sailing make them ‘pre-qualified’ 
volunteers.
We all agree that volunteering brings us great 
satisfaction; knowing we have helped brighten up 
a sailor’s day as well as the enjoyment of working 
together with other like-minded people. No regular 
commitment is required – volunteers can roster 
on when it suits them. Some are regulars and 
others we don’t see for months but are most 
welcome, and we always look forward to catching 
up on our sailing days. If you are interested in  
volunteering, please contact JT via the Sailing 
Department.

Volunteering 
with Sailability

by Margery Herzberg
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Above: JT with a well- 
earned coffee
Below: Philip Brook  
can be found 
skippering or on  
the safety boat
Below right: JT helping 
a sailor to board
Photos Margery 
Herzberg.

Bridge Day was a 
great success

What do some of our Members do when not 
sailing at the Squadron? They’re helping with the 
Sailability Middle Harbour (SMH) programme. Of 
the 36 volunteers, our Club is well represented: 
Sir James Hardy, John Taylor (‘JT’), Phillip Brook, 
John Conroy, Muffi Barbour, Judy Kirk, John 
Maclurcan, Sophie Nelson, Michael and Judy 
Skinner, Hazel Sullivan and I regularly participate.
SMH is one of 25 branches of Sailability NSW. 
Our aim is to ‘Facilitate participation in sailing  
at social, recreational and competitive levels for 
people with disabilities regardless of age and  
level of disability.’ The sailors have physical and/ 
or intellectual disabilities and range in age from  
eight to 65 years old.  
The organisation developed as a joint community 
project between the Rotary Clubs of North Sydney 
and Northbridge in 2005. JT (President) and Sally 
O’Neill (Secretary) have been with SMH since its 
inception. With grants and generous donations 
from the two Rotary Clubs and the Sir James 
Hardy Lodge, Mosman, we now have a fleet of 
six Hansa dinghies and our own safety boat. 
Our boats are bespoke two-person dinghies 
which are steered with a joystick. A ballasted 
centreboard provides stability, and reefable sails 
make sailing very safe. 
Not surprisingly, COVID-19 has been a major 
disruption. In normal times, SMH operates all  
year round on the second and last Sunday of  



Squadron Classic 

“There is Nothing – Absolutely Nothing,  
Half so Much Worth Doing as Simply Messing 
About in Boats” – Kenneth Grahame

LOA: 12.72m
Beam max: 3.34m
Draft: 0.80m
Displacement: 8,000kg
Design: Santiago Lange

Nina
Owners Ivan and Karel Wheen kept the name 
in line with its Latin birthplace in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. It translates from Spanish to ‘little girl’.
There is much more to this boat than the perfect 
open lines of a great day boat. The Design 
brief for the SL42 was overall aesthetics and 
enjoyment of the outer spaces. Nina boasts a 
large, comfortable cockpit and an airy interior 
that accommodates a family of four. Powered 
by a combination of diesel and electric hybrid 
propulsion, she can attain more than 6kts in 
total silence; the hull planes at 15kts and her 
maximum cruising speed is 18kts.
Nina has pedigree, having been designed by 
Naval architect Santiago Lange – the most famous 
Argentine helmsman of all time. He was awarded 
World Sailor of the Year in 2016 and is a seven-
time Olympian; he won Gold in Rio at the tender 
age of 55 and was Argentina’s flag bearer in 
Tokyo 2021. 
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2021 Yngling 
Worlds, Berlin

by David Chapman

The 2021 Yngling World Championship was 
hosted by Yachtclub Berlin-Grünau e. V. which  
is located south of Berlin on the Müggelsee. The 
club has produced many great sailors, including 
Olympic and America’s Cup winners.
Two months before the event, I received a phone 
call from Maarten Jamin, International Yngling 
Association Vice President, who has sailed many 
times at the RSYS, suggesting that the Inter-
national Yngling Association might sponsor a 
boat for me to compete in. I looked into the dates 
and researched potential crew. The Australian 
International Yngling Association also offered 
assistance, and I decided to compete.
I considered the likely conditions of lake sailing  
in Summer and anticipated 0-6kts of breeze.  
I therefore decided to seek a female team who 
would be close to the weights they raced with  
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Right: Host of the 
2021 Yngling WC 
Berlin Yacht Club
Far right: AUS 88 in 
action. Photo Ralph 
Linow.

From left to right:  
Ute Wagner, David 
Chapman and Lusie 
Krüger.

at the Olympics. Lusie Krüger was first to sign on  
as she lives in Hamburg and we both sail for the 
Norddeutscher Regatta Verein (NRV). Lusie asked 
Ute Wagner (World #1 match racing crew) to join 
us, and we were set!
The boat, NED 320, arrived in Hamburg one 
month before the Worlds, and Lusie and I set 
about preparing it and looking at the ‘race’ sails. 
We quickly decided we needed to invest in a new 
headsail, and as we didn’t receive a kite, got one 
of those too. Jud Smith agreed to build the sails 
and delivered them the morning I was due to 
depart for Berlin.
After our arrival in Berlin, we tried to get as much 
sailing time as possible because we were a new 
crew. Unfortunately however, we only managed 
two sessions. On the positive side, we realised 
we were very fast upwind. 
The favourites in Berlin were Maarten Jamin,  
Yska Minks and Robert Stanjek (London 2012 
and Star World Champion.) We had expectations 
of achieving a top 10 result, but we were also an 
underdog as we hadn’t had much time together 
as a team or on the boat. We sail on Lake Alster, 
an artificial lake in Hamburg. On Tuesday nights 
we train in J/70s and on Thursday nights we race 
Dragons, so my lake racing was on point. 
Racing was conducted over 11 races, comprising 
six qualifying and five final races. It was possible 
to drop your worst race (and I’ll come back to this 
stupid format later) also, the fleets were split in half.
Day 1 saw us score 1, 6, 1 which gave us the  
Jan Linge Trophy for winning the first race of the 
Regatta. The big takeaway from the day was that 
we needed to improve our downwind speed.  



2021 WC Results
1st NED 353  
Yska Minks
2nd AUS 88  
David Chapman
3rd NED 355  
Maarten Jamin

We also noticed that we had a ‘hum’ while  
reaching and running at low speeds, which was 
not a great feeling as it indicated that the rudder 
was not perfectly aligned. But as my grandfather 
would say, ‘Get on with it boy!’
Day 2 was a bit of a mess but we just managed 
to hang in and finish the qualifying races in 5th. 
What was surprising was the amount of breeze – 
the finals were looking like having 20kts both 
days. It was another case of ‘It’s never like this…’
On day 3, we hit the line at full speed and led to 
the first bottom mark. Unfortunately though, as 
Ute went out to hike, she didn’t stop – and went 
for a swim! We recovered to 7th but that was  
not a great start, given that we needed to regain 
some points on the leaders. In race 2, we were 
fighting in the lead group. We made the call to 
turn left, picked up a right hand shift to take the 
lead and won the race. For the final race of the 
day, and with just three races remaining, we took 
a bit of a punt. The leading teams had not yet 
sailed a drop, and we needed another bullet and 
try to sail them back a bit. We took the pin but 
tacked about 10 seconds too late, we didn’t 
manage an important cross which led to us sailing 
in the main pack, resulting in us getting fouled 
twice and slowing our progress. We ended up 
sailing our drop (11). 
The next day was the lay day. I decided to go for 
a sail as it was a perfect 26 degrees with 12kts of 
breeze. I went alone to clear my head before the 
final day. I reminisced about sailing Ynglings in 
2004 and the great times we had on the Royal 
Danish Yacht Club tour in Denmark that the RSYS 
Youth programme had organised. On my way 
home, I ran into Stefan Meister (Sydney 2000) 

who was tending to his RIB. He invited me in  
for a beer and a bite to eat. My favourite thing 
about our sport is the great people you meet  
and stories you share. Later that evening, the 
Regatta dinner took place. Class President Walter 
Baumgartner made a special mention of the late 
Ruth McCance*.
The final day arrived, and our mindset was to  
‘just go for it’. We were in 4th position, and while 
1st and 2nd had a large lead, we were on equal 
points with 3rd and felt as though we should be 
on the podium. First race: our prestart plan was 
to take the early left shift to the right and wait for 
something to come back with. We executed this 
pretty well and decided to take our first shift back 
as our group all went left. We rounded 3rd behind 
two guys that went far right and, for the first time 
in the regatta, the good guys were deep! As we 
rounded the top mark in a large puff, we were the 
only team to set the kite and we planed away to 
win by half a leg.
Now we were in 3rd place, just two points ahead 
of 4th and a couple behind 2nd, but still a few  
too many behind 1st – but still in with a sniff. The 
decision was made not to engage on the start 
line and so we started mid-line. We had Maarten 
to leeward and it looked like it was just the two  
of us clear ahead, but then NED 353 appeared  
in front of Maarten and he led to the top mark. 
Down the run, we made some gains and rounded 
the opposite gate just behind, but in phase, and 
came back to lead the race. We then engaged 
NED 353 and sailed them back to 4th. The 
problem was, we needed to sail them down 
another few places, the next boat was 100m 
back and Maarten was sailing for the win which 
would give him the places he needed to beat us. 
We then went in pursuit of Maarten and retook 
the lead. We won the race but unfortunately  
NED 353 came back to 3rd, and with that,  
won the Worlds. We took Silver.
It was a great day’s sailing. I was extremely proud 
of my team and how fast we were going by the 
end. All in all, a great experience and nice to helm 
at a World Championship once again after a nine 
year absence. The only disappointment was that 
the lead boats didn’t race each other enough and 
there was no need to split the fleet. Nevertheless, 
the race management did a great job, and it  
was the same for everybody. Yska has sailed  
the Yngling for over 40 years and put together  
a fantastic regatta.
I would like to add a big personal ‘thank you’ to 
Maarten Jamin who got me on the start line and 
gave me all his rig tuning notes.
I reckon we did Ruth proud and enjoyed sailing 
under her name!
*David’s boat was named RUTH after the late 
Ruth McCance, Club Member and a great friend 
to many, who was lost in the Himalayas in 2019.
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I have long admired the paintings that adorn  
our beautiful clubhouse. My lifelong interest in  
art prompted me to look into the stories behind 
some of the most notable. What started as  
a little project to keep me busy during lock- 
down has grown into a full-scale, far-reaching  
research project! I have spoken to artists and 
photographers from Hunters Hill to Cowes and 
learned a great deal about Squadron Members 
past and present, and the extraordinary 
community of sailors we are connected to 
through these artworks. 
Max Press has set the theme for this edition of 
the Logbook with his account of the J Class, so  
I describe below the story of ‘Shamrock V in the 
Solent – 1930’. This painting depicts the first of 
the magnificent J Class yachts ever built and  
was painted for the Squadron in 1986 by Peter 
Anderson. It hangs in the Kurraba Reading  
Room above the fireplace.
The story of Shamrock V and her painting 
involves two great adventurer artists and friends 
and two highly competitive races to develop  
new technologies for both the best racing yachts 
in the America’s Cup and the fastest light aircraft 
in the world at the time.
Peter Anderson was generous enough to speak 
to me about his life and the process behind this 
painting on 24 July 2021. He told me he was 
attracted to the sleek lines and sailing ability of 
Shamrock V, the first British yacht to be built  
to the new J Class rule and commissioned by  
Sir Thomas Lipton. Shamrock V measured 120 
feet in length. These huge boats were built from 
wood, with mahogany planking over steel frames 
to support their immense displacement of 146 
tonnes. She was the first British challenger for  
the America’s Cup to carry the Bermuda rig  
(a fore-and-aft rig with a triangular mainsail).  
The artist has placed the yacht at the level of the 
low horizon with the focus on the huge heeling 
mainsail. The line of sight in the painting highlights 
her sleek lines and her superb rig. 
Upon closer inspection, a small S6 seaplane  
can be seen diagonally opposite the yacht in the 
right upper hand corner. This is a reference to  
a seaplane race called the Schneider Cup that 
was originally announced in 1912 by Jacques 
Schneider, a French financier, balloonist and 
aircraft enthusiast, who offered a prize of 

approximately £1,000. The race was held 12 
times between 1913 and 1931 and became a 
contest for pure speed between Europe and 
America, encouraging technical advances in 
aerodynamics and engine design. The contests 
were very popular and some attracted crowds  
of over 200,000 spectators. The race was flown 
over the Solent in the UK and won in both 1929 
and 1931 by the British built S6 seaplane and its 
derivative the S6A. These Supermarine South-
hampton flying boats were built nearby on the 
Solent during the interwar era. The streamlined 
shape and the low drag, liquid-cooled engine 
pioneered by these Schneider Cup designs 
ultimately led to the famous British WWII 
Supermarine Spitfire fighter aircraft.
In contrast, the challenge of Shamrock V in the 
1930 America’s Cup was doomed to failure, 
despite doing well on the British Regatta circuit. 
The Americans mounted a remarkable response 
with four defenders, despite the huge cost in 
depression-hit America. Shamrock V was plagued 
by bad luck with gear failure and haunted by one 
of the most ruthless skippers in America’s Cup 
history, Harold Vanderbilt. By placing the yacht 
and seaplane diagonally opposite in the painting, 
the observer can almost feel the tension between 
the sailing and aviation contest outcomes!
Interestingly, the British aviation industrialist  
Sir Thomas Sopwith acquired Shamrock V  
in 1932. Already a keen yachtsman, Sopwith 
bought her as a trial horse to gain J Class  
racing experience. He would also add his own 
aeronautical expertise and materials knowledge 
to build and perfect his challenger for the 16th 
America’s Cup, Endeavour. 
Shamrock V is depicted carving through the 
famous Solent, the cradle of sailing and a body  
of water notorious for testing sailors with its 
unpredictable winds, double tides and shallow 
draught. The light is fairly bright, emphasising the 
dark mainsail against the white clouds. The S6 
seaplane is also partially in white cloud to pinpoint 
it. There is a fairly brisk breeze on the Solent 
creating white water and beautiful green/blue 
water painted in thick oil strokes with excellent 
movement from upper right to lower left of the 
waves consistent with the set of Shamrock’s  
sails close hauled on port tack. One or two boats 
are in the distance suggesting a training day  

Art Treasures of 
the Squadron

by Robyn Coleman



sail rather than a race. There are also a limited 
number of crew, normally 25-30 crew would be 
required for a race. The painting shows excellent 
draftsmanship with accuracy and attention to the 
rigging, sails and deck equipment. The subject 
was taken from Beken photography, then 
compositionally adjusted to suit the artist’s 
spacing and sizing.
Born on the waterfront north of Brisbane in  
an ‘Old Queenslander’ house in 1956, Peter 
Anderson grew up sailing dinghies, skim boards, 
Oyster yachts and more. He was drawn to art  
by his family traditions and his love of drawing 
images from life. The family library was packed 
with wonderful sailing, voyaging and expedition/
explorer books. ‘I was brainwashed early on  
(boat wise.) My father had all the early Beken of 
Cowes photographic books and the three volume 
set of Jack Spurling’s ‘Sail’ (wonderful square 
riggers in the era of sail) but it was the black  
and white Beken of Cowes photo studies of  
the big (1930s) J Class yachts that really caught 
my attention, and it was these that inspired the 
Shamrock V painting.’
Peter completed a Diploma of Fine Art in Painting 
at the College of Art, Brisbane (1974-76) and at 
RMIT in Melbourne in 1977. He had planned to 
do further study in England in the early 1980s  
but on the way to the UK, he stopped over in  
the Mediterranean. While there, he was invited  
to join an expedition as second mate on the 
sailing ship Eye of the Wind for Operation Drake 
Circumnavigation. This caught his imagination 
and so he put his studies on hold. Later, in 
1982-83 he became an expedition artist for the 
Tami canoe project in Papua New Guinea. In 
1984 and 1985 he was co-pilot for the Endeavour 
Balloon Project – Trans Australia Flight. Upon  
his return to Australia from these adventures, his 
good friend and respected artistic mentor, Jack 
Earl, suggested he create a marine painting for 
the Squadron, and thus the painting Shamrock V 
was born.
Peter’s understanding of the anatomy and soul  
of the sea was gained through several years on 
board sailing ships. Peter describes himself as  
an ‘expedition artist’. His process is to sketch  
his subjects and take photographs, and then 
complete the painting in the studio in oils on 

canvas using layering, glazing and over painting. 
He sees himself as a draftsman, using engraving 
and hatching. 
Peter has been a finalist numerous times in  
major prizes such as the Wynne prize at the Art 
Gallery NSW and the Tatterstall’s Landscape Art 
prize in Brisbane. His work hangs in a number  
of institutional collections including Parliament 
House art collection in Canberra, Rockhampton 
Art Gallery in Queensland and the University of 
Otago in New Zealand. Phillip Bacon galleries  
in Brisbane will exhibit a large collection of his 
works in November 2021.
Peter Anderson’s magnificent painting helps us  
all re-live the story of these superb J boats and 
the S6 seaplanes.
Thanks and acknowledgements:
Peter Anderson, who generously provided me 
with an interview by phone and answered follow 
up questions by email. He also gave permission 
to reproduce the images of Shamrock V in the 
Solent – 1930. Bruce Stannard for the generous 
use of his book ‘Jack Earl: the life and art of a 
sailor’.
Robyn’s articles have been published to the  
Club website at www.rsys.com.au/our-club/ 
our-heritage.
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Shamrock V in the 
Solent – 1930 by  
Peter Anderson 
Photo Dennis Galvin.
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At the beginning of May, the Squadron Keelboat 
Program (SKP) kicked off the 2021-22 season 
with a well-attended information session held at 
our Club and online via Zoom. The session was 
the first opportunity for sailors to learn about 
upcoming RSYS events, training camps and 
other keelboat opportunities including state, 
national and international competitions for which 
they could be selected. This was also the first 
time sailors had met with new SKP Coordinator 
and Junior squad coach, Jack Littlechild. Jack 
has joined SKP Head Coach Nev Wittey to 
support our up-and-coming keelboat sailors. 
Jack brings a wealth of knowledge gained from 
representing RSYS in match racing and Laser 
Radials at an international level. 

Sessions started at 
0530hrs. 

The information session was very successful: 
more than 30 Youth sailors signed up for the  
SKP, double the number of participants from the 
2020-21 season, and the most Youth keelboat 
sailors in over eight years. Of the 30, 15 are new 
to the program and five have become RSYS 
Members in order to join the SKP. The significant 
increase in the number of sailors has necessitated 
splitting the Junior and Senior squads so that 
they now train on separate days, in contrast to 
past seasons, when they trained together.
Now in his third year as Senior squad coach,  
Nev has cultivated a group of sailors ready to 
compete at an international level as soon as the 
travel restrictions are lifted. Prior to the lockdown 
in June, the squad was training on Monday 
mornings with three or four Elliott 7s hitting the 
water at 0600hrs. Nev focusses on perfecting 
their boat handling whilst trying to make training 
as fun as possible. For example, he often 
challenges the sailors using straight forward  
drills – with a twist – such as tying the crew 
together with bungee cord, steering using body 
weight only and other drills that are top secret!  
He pushes and encourages the sailors to master 
their roles whilst being aware of what each role 
is responsible for and how they can assist each 
other.
In the Junior squad, Jack manages a group  
of sailors who have transitioned into keelboats 
from dinghy sailing or who prefer to compete  
as part of a team rather than as individuals.  
The distinct squad training sessions have greatly 
benefited the younger cohort, as Jack can now 
tailor the training sessions to their specific needs 
and keelboat journeys. When training began  
in June, the sailors had their first experience  
of early morning training sessions, beginning 
at 0530hrs to ensure they had enough time to   
train before heading off to school. Jack focussed 
on developing their boat handling skills with 
symmetrical spinnakers, and they were making 
good progress, competently completing a 
windward-leeward course in reasonable breeze.
However, just as both squads began ramping 
up their training in preparation for the first 
competitions scheduled for the end of June, 
COVID struck, forcing Sydney into lockdown.  
The squads took the set-back in their stride  

Squadron Keelboat 
Program Update

by Zac Quinlan and  
Jack Littlechild
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Sessions were held  
on the water and at  
the Club.

and within two days had organised weekly online 
training sessions in which they improved their 
understanding of the sailing rules, sail trim and 
strategy. Nev and Jack worked hard to develop 
online learning materials to cater for the different 
interests and challenged our sailors with online 
quizzes and trivia. The sailors also competed 
in an internal eSailing Championship on Virtual 
Regatta, providing an opportunity for all the  
SKP sailors to practise their tactics and strategy 
on a digital platform.
Looking ahead, the SKP is now focusing on how 
best to get up to speed as quickly as possible 
once they are allowed back on the water. We 
are all excited about the upcoming competitions, 
including three new events to be hosted by our 
Club. These will be a mix of fleet racing and 
match racing competitions and include the 
Squadron Elliott 7s series, the Hardy Shield and 
the RSYS Christmas Cup. The events will use the 
Club’s fleet of Elliott 7s sports boats, and entries 
are open to all RSYS Members. Further details 
about each of the events will be published online 
at www.rsys.com.au/skp/.
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Team RSYS delivered great results at the East 
Coast Championship Regatta held at Georges 
River over the June long weekend.
Fourteen Optimist and Laser sailors represented 
the Squadron and scored some fantastic 
achievements: a special mention to Nathan  
Deng who came second in the Laser 4.7 fleet, 
and to Massimo Henderson and Isabella Taylor 
for keeping up with the fleet in their first away 

regatta. Laser Coach Mike Fletcher was very 
proud to see how all the sailors had progressed 
and improved.
Thank you to all the parent helpers, especially 
Richard McLachlan and Natasha Miller, for  
towing ribs and dinghies to and from the event. 
Also to Harriet McLachlan who volunteered her 
time to coach the Optimist sailors during the 
regatta.

East Coast  
Dinghy Regatta

by Josh Chant

Top right: Ben 
Costandi, Hamish 
Crabb, Nathan Deng, 
James Hayhoe, Alissa 
Braden, Mike Fletcher 
(Coach), Ashton Scott, 
Massimo Henderson, 
Jameson Prescott,  
Issy Payne
Right: L to R Patrick 
McLachlan, Harriet 
McLachlan (Coach), 
Raphael McLachlan, 
Rory Stuart-Miller,  
Isabella Taylor.



23Bridge Report

by Margaret Knapp, 
Bridge Committee 
Chair

We’ve come a long way very quickly… and will 
return!
As with most planned events, activities and 
reports, the Logbook Bridge report originally  
prepared for publication was quickly outdated in 
July 2021! However, the sentiments and account 
of our activities are still valid, albeit not reflecting 
our current state of lockdown.
Bridge has been a strong activity at the Squadron 
for many years. We owe much to the original 
group of women who commenced this activity  
in the 1930s. 2021 sees it once again flourishing 
following the difficult pandemic period in 2020. 
Many of us were introduced to playing bridge 
online during our time of lockdown. We also  
instigated a RSYS bridge WhatsApp chat group 
to contact each other. Our director, John Roberts, 
facilitated a duplicate session of Bridge Base 
Online specifically for Club Members. All these 
actions combined with private bridge sessions at 
the clubhouse, once restrictions eased, resulted 
in our community remaining closely connected.
During these testing times, we embraced  
technology wholeheartedly, using the Club’s  
new App and the WhatsApp chat group. Weekly 
bookings can now be made online. Partners can 
easily be found by simply posting a message 
through the chat service. We’ve come a long way 
very quickly! Members even bought new phones, 
tablets and other devices so they wouldn’t be left 
behind. Thank you to the Committee members  
for their enthusiastic support and to players for 
adapting to new ways. To remain connected, a 
monthly email was instigated. Members are able 
through this to follow what is happening on the 
bridge scene.
Prior to July, our numbers were almost back to 
pre-COVID levels, if not stronger. Players were 
once again enjoying bridge during numerous  
sessions each week. 
The following was relevant pre-lockdown and  
will still apply when normal activities resume.
Following a recent general vote, a decision was 
made to increase Thursday duplicate sessions to 
three times a month. If any group still wishes to 
play rubber on the first Thursday of the month, 
they can be accommodated. However, we ask 
Members to indicate if they will be playing rubber 
when they book in. Duplicate will now be played 

on the first, second and third Thursday of each 
month. 
Duplicate is also active on Mondays, with strong 
attendance for duplicate three times a month and 
rubber bridge once a month. Duplicate is played 
on the second, third and fourth Monday of each 
month.
We encourage people to join us for dinner and 
bridge on the second Wednesday of each month. 
We gather at 6.00pm for dinner at 6.30pm,  
followed by bridge. We would love to see more 
Members join us. Please consider inviting a guest 
to join you. 
We always aim to improve, and to this end, we 
have recently completed a most enlightening 
series of lessons by John Roberts. We now look 
forward to seeing these principles put into play  
in future games.
Earlier this year we concluded a hectic period of 
Interclub games involving The Owl, the Annual 
Gala Dinner and Bridge Evening, and an Interclub 
game against Elanora Country Club. We also held 
our regular teams day in late April. These have 
been interesting and most enjoyable sessions. I 
would like especially to recognise Sue Raymond 
for her efficient organising of these events.
The bridge group hosts a lunch table in the 
Careening Cove on the first Wednesday of  
every month. There is no bridge, just pleasant 
conversation, good food and friendly company. 
We welcome anyone who feels like joining us.
A lot is occurring behind the scenes to enable  
the smooth functioning of our activities each 
week. Thank you to the Commodore and Club 
management team for their support. We are very 
appreciative of time given to bridge: Frances 
listens carefully and facilitates all our requests; 
Bronte patiently and quickly deals our cards; 
Jamie and Pierre supervise our days attentively, 
and we are grateful to Isabel for her assistance  
in creating the database for our monthly email 
which respects the privacy of Members’ details 
and enables efficient communication.
For Squadron Members who may be interested  
in joining the bridge group, a folder labelled  
‘Introduction to Bridge at RSYS’ is available at 
Reception. We welcome new players of all levels. 
We are very proud of the camaraderie between 
Members and we play with partners of various 
abilities with equal enthusiasm.
Thank you to the Bridge Committee for their time 
and support. Each Committee member plays an 
important role in the functioning of the group.
We are now all holding our breath with each 
11am COVID update. Bridge will continue to 
thrive at the Squadron!
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by Gordon Lavery

happening around me and I thought it was really 
good. I’d go around and bum a boat from anyone 
I could – just little boats – and I’d go sailing on my 
own and I just loved it.’
Craig didn’t get into racing until near the end of 
senior school, when he bought a half share in a 
Trainee dinghy and raced on the Brisbane River. 
The boat was a simple 12-Footer but it had no 
flotation and when the boys capsized, they stayed 
that way. ‘So, we spent a lot of time wading 
around and dragging the boat ashore in the 
Brisbane River with mud up to our thighs!’
He eventually got his own boat and spent several 
years racing and learning from more experienced 
sailors, before graduating to the popular Gwen  
12 class in which he won a state championship. 
However, his sailing career was interrupted by a 
call up to National Service and six months in the 
Navy. He served on HMAS Penguin at Balmoral 
(which his home now overlooks), then in 
Melbourne and aboard HMAS Sydney visiting 
Darwin and Hong Kong. Craig describes his time 
in the Navy as fantastic. ‘It was the best thing.  
We all went in as kids – we didn’t know much 
about anything – and the Navy spat us out the 
other end as young men.’
His sailing background paid off. At HMAS Penguin 
the recruits were split into teams of six to sail Navy 
long boats against each other. Craig’s crew won 
all of the races.
Back in Brisbane after National Service, Craig 
began to be noticed as he had success sailing a 
Flying Dutchman, the new Olympic class imported 
by the Royal Queensland Yacht Club. 
‘At the same time, Bob Miller came up to Brisbane 
as a sailmaker and he was mad about sailing too. 
We met and became very good mates. He was 
always designing boats, even then.
‘Bob was into 18-Footers, which in those days  
had a crew of five and still had the old ringtails.  
He had designed a radical boat – Taipan – still 
within the rules but looking more like a Flying 
Dutchman. He’d raced it at the Interdominion in 
New Zealand, proving that the boat was lightning 
fast although it suffered numerous gear failures.
‘That’s when boat builder Norman Wright 
suggested Bob and I team up to campaign  
a new boat – Venom – in a coming Australian 
Championship, as Bob needed a ‘details man’  
to keep the boat together.
‘So, we did that and won every heat and the 
championship. Sometimes we would finish so  
far ahead that the rest of the fleet would be out  
of sight back up the Brisbane River. People  
hated the boat because they didn’t think it was  
an 18-Footer but it complied in every way and 
was so fast.’
The pair travelled to Sydney a year or so later and 
were loaned a replica of Venom to race against 

Craig Whitworth AM
Barranjoey Pin number: 45
3rd Flying Dutchman 1970 Worlds
In the summer of 1962, two Brisbane sailors  
sat near the whalebones on the lawns of the 
Squadron and recognised an opportunity  
which would eventually lead to yachting and 
business success for one, and recognition in  
the international yachting world for the other. 
Craig Whitworth and Bob Miller had just won  
the National and Interdominion Flying Dutchman 
titles on Sydney Harbour.
Craig recalls: ‘We were sitting back after the 
presentation and as we looked out, I said to  
Bob, “What do you think? There are a lot of boats 
here, and I reckon we could start a sail making 
business down here and do pretty well.”’ 
For Craig, that was the genesis of what is today 
Whitworth’s – a national chain of ship chandleries. 
Bob Miller went on to be known as Ben Lexcen,  
a yacht designer recognised for Australia II – the 
historic wing-keeled winner of the America’s Cup 
in 1983.
From an early age, Craig had a fascination with 
water and boats. He would often go down to the 
creek near his Brisbane home looking for anything 
that would float, with him sitting on it.
He was still in primary school when his dad  
got into power boats, which they took down  
to the Basin at Southport. He was surrounded  
by sailboats which captivated him. ‘I saw it 

Craig and Max on  
KA 235 leading a heat 
of the World Flying 
Dutchman class 
championship in 
Adelaide 1970.



Back at the sail loft, the business interests of  
Craig and Bob began to diverge but they 
collaborated on a final, successful project. 
‘We were asked by a Hong Kong owner to design 
a boat that would win the Sydney to Hobart on 
corrected time. It was called Ceil III. Bob did the 
design, and I supervised the construction and  
the finer detail; then put together a fantastic crew 
including Dick Sargeant, Scott Kaufman and Doug 
Paterson.’ They achieved their objective and won 
the overall Sydney to Hobart trophy, the Tattersall’s 
Cup, in 1973.
After this, Craig and Bob went their separate 
ways. Craig wanted to build the company but Bob 
was becoming more interested in yacht design. 
‘He changed his name to Ben Lexcen and wanted 
to be away in Europe looking at designs and it just 
didn’t work anymore.  
‘Bob was a lovely guy and a mercurial character, 
so we had a really good relationship because our 
temperaments worked well together. He kept 
getting more significant and we did a lot of work 
for Alan Bond, but Bob didn’t want to be at the 
business anymore, so we split up.’
Craig had come from a retail background in 
Brisbane, saw an opportunity to use his retailing 
experience and opened a ship’s chandlery at the 
front of the sail loft.
‘It went quite well, and so I set up a shop in the 
City of Sydney and experimented to see what 
worked. I got to the stage where I was able to  
sell off the sail making business and concentrate 
on retail.’ 
The rest, as they say, is history. Craig is now 
the very active Chairman of Whitworths which 
currently has 16 outlets around the country and  
is approaching its 60th anniversary in 2022. 
The company has a sponsorship focus on the 
young. ‘I tell everybody with young kids, get them 
into sailing if you can.’ Backing up those words, 
Whitworths sponsors the Tackers class, and  
has supplied more than 300 boats to clubs all 
over Australia – far beyond the spread of the 
Whitworths stores.
‘We get all sorts of sponsorship requests, but  
I just want to concentrate on sponsoring the kids 
to have fun. It is such a healthy, safe activity.  
You can’t get into much mischief sailing a dinghy 
every weekend, and if you love it, fantastic!’
Craig’s eye for detail has served him well: first  
in his sailing, then his business career. ‘It’s a  
long time doing the one thing, but I love it.  
That’s why I was good in the Flying Dutchman. 
There were plenty of guys who had more natural 
sailing skill than me, but the reason I had that 
degree of success was because the mast didn’t 
break, and we’d get there on time – the detail  
of it all.’

the local 18-Footer fleet, but it was nowhere near 
as good as the original. Spectators used to lay 
bets on the 18-Footer races in those days, and 
based on Craig and Bob’s reputation, they would 
heavily back the pair. But in a hard nor’easter, a 
rope jammed on a tight reach and they capsized.
‘One of the spectator boats came over and 
abused us for losing; no one would pick us up!’
Craig was still into Flying Dutchman racing and 
asked Bob to crew at the National titles and 
Interdominion in Sydney, which they subsequently 
won.
‘We were based at the Squadron, and I still have  
a soft spot for the Club because that’s where  
we got the inspiration to establish Miller and 
Whitworth.’ (Craig is a 50 Year Member of the 
RSYS).
They gave up their Brisbane jobs in 1962 and 
arrived in Sydney with not much money and a 
couple of orders for Finn sails, which they cut on 
the verandah of a friend’s house, before finding 
and renting the loft at 52A Spit Road, Mosman.
The pair were at times a little naïve about business 
regulation and were nonplussed when a friend 
asked a year or so later how they had received 
Council approval to operate the sail loft.
‘I said, what do you mean Council approval?’  
So, after that, whenever we saw the town planner 
coming down the street, we’d shut the door and 
turn off the machines!’
As they built the business, Craig and Bob 
continued their successful Flying Dutchman 
campaign, winning several National titles. In 1967, 
the pair were joint winners of The Australian 
Yachtsman of the Year Trophy.   
Around the same time, the International Yacht 
Racing Union (IYRU) was looking for a new boat 
to replace the Finn. Bob designed the Contender 
which Craig took to trials on a tricky waterway in 
Medemblik, Holland.
The Contender was like a miniature Flying 
Dutchman but it needed a reasonable degree of 
skill to sail it downwind in strong weather. Craig 
was out in the trials with the selectors watching 
and as he went downwind he thought ‘I don’t 
want to show how hard it is steering or that I’m 
out of control.’ So he turned and waved to them 
thinking ‘This is either going to work really well or 
it’s going to be a disaster.’ It worked and the boat 
was selected as the new international class.
Craig then teamed up with Max Whitnall and  
they went on to win three Flying Dutchman 
Nationals including a third and a fourth in  
World Championships.   
Craig also had a tilt at qualifying for the 1972 
Munich Olympic Games in a Tempest but was 
beaten for Olympic selection by another RSYS 
Member, Gordon Ingate.
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26 Club Life

Top: Crabshack dinner. 
Photo Pierre Miller
Above: Bridge players 
being safe
Right: Iain Murray 
speaker evening
Far right from top: 
Cruising Division 
webinar hosted by  
Phil Frost with Sean 
Langman and Ian 
McDiarmid 
Book Club on Zoom
The inaugural bridge 
players’ online meeting.



New Members

The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased members 
listed below: 

Dibbs, Anthony Vernon; 
Ellis, Michael Trant; 
Layton AM, Roger 
Alexander;  
Maxwell, Anthony 
Cunninghame. 

We extend our  
sincere apologies for 
erroneously including  
Mr Noel de Ferranti 
among the deceased in 
the June 2021 edition. 

METROPOLITAN 
Hall, Jennifer Captain K D Gojnich F M Bethwaite AM
Pyemont, Nigel Commodore R C Chapman D J Swanson
Sloane, Michelle M M Knapp E F Sheppard OAM
Wallace, Deborah Captain K D Gojnich A M Hicks
Whitelaw, Brittne Captain K D Gojnich A M Hicks
Rifai, Hussein P M Dowling T D Somerville
Chapple, Keith B F Grey E A Henning
Grant, Judith J F Wischer M C Sharpe
Van Rooyen, Paul V Armstrong K B Svensen
Van Kerkwijk, Mark A S King M W S Elsum

COUNTRY
Fife, Allan G V Kells AM R T Pearse

INTERMEDIATE
Dauda-Board, Killian B Riddell J Morton
Mukhi, Nigel Commodore W J Wood J A Wood
Scrutton, Thomas R Franklin J Clarke

AFFILIATE
Thomson, John M M Knapp E F Sheppard OAM
Whitelaw, Christopher Captain K D Gojnich A M Hicks
Fife, Sandra G V Kells AM R T Pearse
Van Rooyen, Victoria V Armstrong K Svensen
Baxter, Annabel A Stephen B Hone

YOUTH
Patel, Ayodan R McLachlan S Hunt
Dockrill, Henry R McLachlan S Hunt
Whitelaw, William Captain K Gojnich A M Hicks
Whitelaw, Oliver Captain K Gojnich A M Hicks
Cheng, Sebastian R McLachlan S Hunt

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

New Member Proposer Seconder
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28 Squadron  
Crested Goods

RSYS branded Sail Racing gear

Bowman Cotton Polo $99

Bowman Tech Polo $89

SR Windstopper Jacket  $499

Bowman Tech Tee $79

Long Sleeve Rashie  $129

Short Sleeve Rashie  $119

Bowman Cotton Short $169

Bowman Tech Short $169

Gale (Women’s) Tech Short $169

Squadron items

Rugby Jersey $88

V-Neck Jumper $170

Submariner Jumper $176 

Widebrim Hat $90

Beanie $28

Burke glove (half finger) $29

D-Loop Belt $73.50 

Striped Belt $59

Burgees (various sizes) $33-$92

PFD $147

Sailing Bag $137.50

Cooler Bag $46

Sunglass Strap $6

Cufflinks $27.50

Silk Tie (members only) $75.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Headskinz $15

Lapel Pin $5.50

All items are available from the RSYS Retail Store 
in the sailing office reception area.  
Please direct enquiries to Catherine Miranda at  
catherine@rsys.com.au.



Clubhouse 
Due to Government regulations during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Clubhouse access is 
restricted to Members collecting Home Dining 
Service or orders.
Please note this information is current at the time 
of going to press and may change. For the latest 
updates on the Clubhouse operations, please 
visit our website www.rsys.com.au.

Reception
The House Reception is staffed Monday to Friday 
from 8am to 5pm and on weekends from 8am 
until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Home Dining
We are pleased to offer Members a range of 
Home Dining options, freshly cooked by our 
Chefs, for Take-away or Home Delivery. Your 
purchase will be charged to your House Account.
Our current menu includes: 
Fresh Family Pies, Cooked Roasts, Daily 
specials, Frozen Meals.
The menu is subject to change, and take-away 
and delivery arrangements vary. Please refer to 
the menu mailed out with your Statement and 
included in the OnBoard e-newsletter, or visit  
our website www.rsys.com.au.
Fort Denison Cellar
The Cellar is open and Members are welcome to 
enter and purchase wine. Please assist our staff 
to comply with social distancing rules by making 
an appointment in advance, call Jamie or Kim on 
02 9017 0121.
Wine lists have been posted to Members with 
their statements and may be viewed online at 
www.rsys.com.au/clubhouse/cellar (login to 
Members Area) and  
www.rsys.com.au/home-dining.

Waterfront
Our Waterfront is open for all boat repairs and 
maintenance. Our staff are on hand for anti-foul 
jobs, shipwright, electrical and mechanical work. 
Call Louise on 02 9017 0161 to make a booking.
The tender service is running and fuel is available 
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm and weekends 
8am-5pm. Please note restrictions and 
conditions apply to use of the Pond and tender 
service. Please see our website for details.

Accommodation
House Rooms
We offer five fully furnished en suite rooms. 
These have been refurbished recently.
Waterfront Apartments
Our five fully furnished, serviced apartments  
are available for booking. They have Harbour 
frontage and are only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to  
the apartments is not available.
All apartments are decorated with nautical 
memorabilia and international yacht club 
burgees. 
Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Note:  
To keep up with events at The Club please  
check with the Squadron website as events  
may change daily due to COVID-19 restrictions.  
If you are not currently receiving our 
e-Newsletters, please contact Isabel Wartho  
at isabel@rsys.com.au.

The Squadron App is now available via iTunes 
and Google Play.
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Vivace in the Combined Clubs Winter series. Photo John Jeremy.


