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Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Sunday  
7.30am-10.30am
Lunch – Monday to Friday, A la Carte Brasserie 
Style Menu, 12.00pm to 2.30pm
Saturday and Sunday BBQ Menu  
12.00pm to 3.30pm
Dinner – Saturday, Limited A la Carte Brasserie 
plus BBQ Menu, from 5.00pm
Due to the popularity of the new facilities, 
bookings are recommended and may be made 
through Reception on phone 9955 7171

Carabella Dining Room
A la Carte Lunch – Monday to Friday from 
12.30pm, seated by 2.00pm
A la Carte Dinner – Monday to Friday from 
6.30pm, seated by 8.00pm
The Grand Buffet will be held in the Carabella 
Room on the 2nd Saturday each month for 
Dinner and the 3rd Sunday for Lunch.

Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12.00pm

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone in attendance of  
the telephone 24 hours a day it is important  
to ensure correct information is given and 
received, that Member inquiries (reservations 
for restaurants, bridge, functions, events or 
accommodation) are made during reception 
hours.  
The House reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8.00am to 6.00pm and on 
Weekends from 9.00am until 5.00pm
For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on Duty.

Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 

Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  
Carabella Dining Room
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.

Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.
Children: Under the age of 12 years, and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of a member, are welcome 
during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Member’s Guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.
This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non compliance.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a Guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms 
Seven furnished House rooms some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.
Waterfront Apartments 
Five fully furnished serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.
All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 
Deposits: A non-refundable deposit of $100  
(or one nights room rate whichever the lesser) 
per room, per stay, is necessary at the time  
of booking (This deposit maybe transferable  
to another date provided written notice is  
given 14 days in advance and approved by  
the Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates  
is available from the Members Section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of Mobile 
Phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Clubhouse, Carabella room and Bars. Please 
advise any staff member if you are made aware 
of any breach of this regulation. 
SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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150th Annual  
General Meeting  
17th September 2012

Commodores Speech

Members of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, 
good evening and welcome to the 150th Annual 
General Meeting of the Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron. I would like to provide you with a brief 
summary of the activities of your Committee and 
operations of the Squadron over the past year, a 
year in which we have witnessed a great deal of 
change during some extremely difficult times in 
the overall economy, and a year where we have 
begun our sesquicentennial celebrations.
For the Squadron, this has been a year of 
consolidation, refraining from any unnecessary 
expenditure with a strong focus on working  
across all departments to pay down debt on the 
Careening Cove and Breakwater developments.
I would like to acknowledge the diligent efforts of 
our CEO/Secretary William Pettigrew in controlling 
all aspects of the Squadron’s expenditure in  
these times of rising costs, especially in the area 
of utilities, Maritime leases, insurance, workers 
compensation and capital borrowing costs.  
Whilst maintaining excellent service to our 
members, we have made every effort to reduce 
costs where ever possible and we know we can’t 
be complacent for what we predict may lie ahead. 
Member usage of our facilities and prompt 
payment of house accounts and membership  
fees all help to reduce this burden.
I don’t propose to discuss the financial aspects  
of the Squadron in my report as they will be 
discussed by the Honorary Treasurer in great 
detail later this evening, except to say that 
although we are showing a small deficit, we  
have at the same time reduced our debt and 
improved considerably the Squadron’s basic 
infrastructure. This includes repainting the building, 
recarpeting the main club house, replacement  
of the Lower Terrace sail roof and improvements 
to external garden areas in preparation for our 
Sesquicentenary celebrations.
We have a temporary hold on capital expenditure 
for major projects and at the same time have 
been investigating the options for the provision  
of additional on site car parking and further 
development of the house facilities. This will 
enable, if found to be viable, for us to have in 
place the necessary approvals ready to proceed  
in the future.
The Squadron is arguably the most prestigious 
yacht club in Australia and its focus is dedicated 
to supporting and promoting the sport of sailing.

We run more yachting events over the year than 
any other club on the harbour. Last season a  
total of 26 Saturday races, 13 short inshore  
races on alternate weekends. Our twilight races 
number 23 and our Ladies twilights 11 races.  
Our annual cruise to Pittwater was as usual,  
a great success. Three Offshore races were 
conducted including the Gascoigne Cup in its 
103rd year, the Morna and Milson Cups. The 
Squadron ran many regattas including the  
Spring twilight, Auspac, Audi, King Haakons  
Cup, Stepping Stone Regatta, Autumn Champion-
ships, Varuna Cup, and the Hardy Cup. External 
regattas included the Sydney Harbour and 
Australia Day Regattas. Other regattas included 
the class championships for Dragons, Farr 40  
and Ynglings including the Yngling Worlds and  
the Etchells Worlds. 
Since it began 52 years ago, our Youth Sailing 
program continues to grow and can now boast 
two generations on the water and the third 
generation has been born. There were 89 Youth 
sailors participating with 66 Lasers, with 6 
coaches and it ran all day Sunday through the 
summer months. 
I would like to thank on behalf of the Trustees all 
those members who contribute to the Squadron 
Yacht Racing Foundation each year in order to 
assist predominately our Youth and Intermediate 
sailors in the development of their competitive 
sailing skills, both here in Australia and over-seas.
The Squadron is steeped in its Corinthian spirit 
and without the enormous contribution by our 
members as volunteer race officials we simply 
could not conduct such an extensive yacht-racing 
program. Our race management team overseen 
by the dedicated sailing office staff is to be 
wholeheartedly congratulated.
We are fortunate to have such a large number  
of willing members who serve on the many sub 
committees and working groups. I especially 
thank my fellow Flag Officers and members of  
the General Committee for their untiring support 
and dedication to the well being of the Squadron. 
They have all been working very hard on your 
behalf to ensure our club remains where it has 
always been and well into the future, forever.
And tonight we say thank you to Peter Curran, 
Bruce Gould and Ian MacDiarmid who have all 
served on the General Committee for the past  
six years. They are standing down tonight in 

Commodore  
Malcolm Levy
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accordance with the rules and their dedication  
to the Squadron has been outstanding.
We have had encouraging support from members 
and their guests in embracing the House 
operations, especially in the Careening Cove 
facility and we are carefully monitoring the 
increase in functions, especially weddings to 
ensure they do not affect the overall amenity  
of the membership.
I’m encouraged by the number of enthusiastic 
members who attend the many special evenings 
including wine tastings, dining-in nights, theme 
nights, Commodore’s Ball, the Christmas Dining-in 
nights and many others.
Considerable time and effort has been spent 
evaluating the operations of the Carabella Dining 
room, Careening Cove Restaurant and kitchen 
activities to ensure the most cost effective 
solutions are implemented to facilitate the 
expectations of members. The monitoring of  
sales volumes in all dining areas continues  
to be undertaken examining the question of  
whether we should close dining areas in slow 
periods. This is difficult to achieve without losing 
permanent staff and being able to offer consistent 
levels of service. The trick is to find the correct 
balance. We have decided to maintain a full 
service to all members.
I rarely receive complaints and the overwhelming 
number of letters and emails are thankyou notes 
of appreciation.
The Boatshed operation including minor ship 
repairs, slipping for anti-foul and painting of  
boats, mechanical and electrical repairs continues 
to be in great demand. There is a waiting list for 
both boats on the hardstand and for on water 
moorings. Potential environmental and WH & S 
issues around work practices and fuel sales are 
being carefully monitored to ensure this facility  
is maintained well into the future.
There is a strong commitment from the 
Communications committee to ensure members 
are kept up to date with all matter of available 
information, including the Log Book, Onboard, 
Website and email systems. This committee is 
always seeking new and improved ways to better 
communicate with members.
The Social committee continues to work hard 
promoting bridge competitions and organising  
the many tours and visits to interesting venues.   
The History committee continues to collect, 
catalogue and archive the Squadron’s history  
and especially that which is related to our 
sesquicentenary year.
Over the last few years the General Committee 
has explored ways of underpinning our financial 
strength for the future.
We have a very strong balance sheet and from 
year to year we have the Yacht Racing Foundation 

to help us manage predominantly our sailing 
infrastructure for our Youth and Intermediate 
programs. 
We also have our Development Fund to help 
manage year to year our major capital projects.
In my report last year I foreshadowed the 
introduction of an endowment fund, a means to 
manage funds left to the Squadron by deceased 
members or members wanting to gift amounts  
to the club. In addition to this need we also  
want to develop a means by which we could 
accumulate endowment funds which will grow 
over time and could be used for specific or 
general purpose major developments for on  
or off water infrastructure.
The Squadron Endowment Fund is now awaiting 
signature of the Trust Deed. It has had a lot of 
rigour put into its development via a special 
subcommittee. The trust deed allows the 
Squadron to either use the investment income 
from the endowment fund to help underpin 
operating needs once its capital base builds  
over $1.25 million and also the capital to be  
used for major development works at the club.
I encourage you all to consider what you may like 
to leave in your will or gift at any time to ensure 
the next 150 years and our future generations  
of sailors have an even stronger financial club.
I strongly encourage all members to continue  
to strengthen our club by considering proposing  
for membership good and valued friends, 
especially those who have enjoyed your hospitality 
at the Squadron on a regular basis. Membership 
administration procedures have been streamlined 
over recent times making it possible, subject  
to the Proposer, Seconder and two referees 
completing their duties efficiently, for a nominee  
to move through the election process in a 
relatively short time.
Challenges moving forward are the increasing 
costs of repairs and maintenance, maintaining  
use of the facilities by members, maintaining  
price competitiveness, maintaining relevance to 
the next generation of members without selling  
our souls and dealing with the ever increasing 
regulations, rules and associated costs.
What we really need is more of our members 
using the facilities, especially this fine dining  
room, and of course we need lots more younger 
members joining the Squadron.
I wish to thank the club management and staff for 
their contribution to the successful running of the 
club throughout the year, maintaining the high 
level of services that our members expect and at 
the same time controlling expenditure and costs.

Thankyou.
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Each year the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron 
hosts the 2012 Stepping Stone House Regatta, 
an event that is not only lots of fun for yacht 
owners and their crews, but always raises 
considerable funds for this much deserving 
charity.
The end result this year saw more than $75,000 
raised on the day for Stepping Stone House at 
Dulwich Hill, which provides a family structure  
for adolescents who are homeless. 
Among this total was a cheque for $500 from  
the Squadron’s Youth Sailors which they raised 
from sales of CDs of their sailing pursuits, a 
presentation that obviously gave great happiness 
and joy to the two young people who represented 
their fellow youth sailors.
This year yachts from the Squadron were again 
joined by others from Middle Harbour Yacht Club 
and the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, including 
Commodore Garry Appleby skippering his own 
boat, Vamp, as was former MHYC Commodore 
Martin Hill in Estate Master. 
Also at the helm of his Farr 40, Sputnik, was 
Etchells world champion and Squadron member 
Ivan Wheen. A week after winning the Etchells, 
Ivan had steered Kokomo to second place in the 
Australia Farr 40s. Kokomo, this time skippered  
by John Flannery also sailed in the Stepping 
Stone House Regatta.
In total, 24 yachts turned out for a perfect day  
on the Harbour, sunny with a 14-16 knot breeze, 
somewhat of a rarity for Sydney’s autumn, 
followed by the informal presentation described as 
having a great feeling of joy and friendship among 
the skippers and crews, a lot of hilarity and fun. 
On the water, competition was keen, to say the 
least, between boats from the three clubs, but  
the highlight was the traditional match racing for 
the ‘Bledisloe Cup’ between teams led by former 
rugby greats David Kirk and Richard Harry.
Unfortunately, as seems to be happening regularly 
in rugby, the New Zealand team provided the 
better than the Australian one on the water.
The ‘perpetual trophy’ match race at the Stepping 
Stone House Regatta between Kennards Hire  
and Total Construction teams this year was sailed 
between the two Farr 40s. The winning crew 
represented Kennards Hire. 
Another ‘grudge match’ between companies that 
support the Regatta was Mulford Plastics and Cut 

Stepping Stone 
House Regatta 2012 

by Peter Campbell

to Size Plastics. Mulford Plastics was the winner, 
adding to this great day of generous spirit by all 
participants.
Yachts that participated in the 2012 Stepping 
Stone House Regatta were Abracadabra  
(James Murchison), Arcturus 3 (Peter Davenport), 
Braveheart (Bill Meiklejohn), Crackerjack (Chris 
Harper), Duende (Damien Parkes), Endorfin  
(Henry Paterson), Enigma (Garry Connery), Estate 
Master (Martin Hill), Forty (Sam Hill), Freya (Will 
Hutchinson), Hell Razor (Ian MacDiarmid), Impi 
(Ivan Resnekov), I Super (Peter Campbell), King 
Billy (Phil Bennett), Kokomo (John Flannery), 
Koolaroo (David FItzSimons), Lahaina II (Dr Len 
Burtenshaw), Rapunzel (Richard Lawson), Solveig 
II (Stuart McLean), Sputnik (Ivan Wheen), Sydney 
(Brad Kellett), Theme (Mark Tolhurst), Ultreya  
(Rod Pearse), Vamp (Garry Linacre) and Zen 
(Gordon Ketelbey).
Stepping Stone House is now operating its third 
house and has a roll call of twelve. The young 
people there are pursuing various projects and  
are benefiting considerably from the Squadron’s 
charity regatta. Plans are already in hand for the 
2013 Stepping Stone House Regatta next March.

The fleet of Farr 40’s

Sputnik and  
Estate Master

Arcturus 3 and 
Crackerjack

Sydney amongst the 
Farr 40’s
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A glorious April day heralded the start of the  
43rd Annual Cruise but in true April style, there 
wasn’t much wind. Our Race Officer, Rob Ridley, 
announced that he would start the race further up 
the coast so we followed Gitana out the heads. 
Fortunately, the wind came in earlier than Rob  
had anticipated so he was able to start the first 
offshore race off Manly at 11am Cruising up the 
coast to Pittwater was most enjoyable in flat seas 
and a strengthening north easterly breeze – just 
like last year.
The traditional Happy Hour at Hallets Beach 
followed the first race where we were able to  
greet our 5 first time Cruise entrants, one of 
whom came from Melbourne. There were 43 
entrants in the Cruise this year, 7 of whom were 
non-racing participants. Unfortunately, the Rafiki 
clan couldn’t make it at the last minute so we 
missed their colourful company. The Squadron 
supplied an extra tender to transport all these 
people to the beach where Squadron staff ably 
kept up the supply of happy juice until dusk 
approached.
Sunday dawned bright and clear and with 
practically no wind. The first inshore race was a 
disappointment for Divisions 2 and 3 with only 3 
boats finishing in Division 3 and 1 in Division 2,  
in spite of the shortened course. Spirits were 

revived, however, with the Progressive Dinner  
raft up in Mushroom Bay.
Monday racing was much more fun in 5-10  
knots as we raced from Challenger Head to 
Pittwater and back. The evening raft up was in 
Smiths Creek where the Creative Cruise Cuisine 
Competition was run. Our sincere thanks go to 
our Cuisine Competition judges, Simon Coventry 
and Peter Brell who managed to resist all bribes. 
The Creative Cruise Cuisine Competition covered 
Entrée, Main and Dessert categories which were 
won by Willyama for Avocado with Ginger Sauce, 
Limelight for Stuffed Bonito (caught on the race 
from Sydney) and Crackerjack for Bananas 
wrapped in rice paper with Honey & Frontignac 
sauce. The runners up were Crackerjack with 

43rd RSYS  
Annual Cruise

by Trish Stanley
Cruise Captain 2011-12

Simon Coventry and 
Peter Brell sample 
some Cruise Cuisine 
on Willyama

Calm conditions for 
an inshore race. Photo 
by David Everdell
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Steamed Prawns, Hot Chili with Tuna Steak  
with Herbs/Spices and Senta with Cherry Pie. 
These recipes are reproduced on page 7 for  
your delectation.
The southerly hit on Tuesday morning for the 2nd 
offshore race. Winds around 20 knots and gusting 
to 30 knots were raging offshore with increasing 
swell but the inclusion of torrential rain convinced 
our race officer that a jaunt round the buoys off 
Broken Bay was not ‘in the spirit of the Cruise’ so 
he set an alternate inshore course. One wonders 
at the term ‘wet weather gear’ – does this mean 
it’s designed to keep you wet? The evening raft  
up in Americas Bay was a welcome opportunity 
for those of us who raced to dry out to the loud 
accompaniment of two waterfalls.

Strong winds and torrential rain continued in  
an effort to spoil our Lay Day at the Basin on 
Wednesday. Disappointingly, it meant we had  
to cancel the radio controlled yachts (water  
and electronics aren’t a good mix) and other 
entertainments such as laser sailing, cricket and 
boules. However, almost everyone managed to 
cram into the Cottage for a cosy seafood and 
BBQ steak/sausage lunch with liquid refreshments 
to keep the spirits up. Those who wanted a bit 
more space retreated to the covered BBQ area.
The north easterly returned on Wednesday  
night bringing fair weather for the next two days 
although the wind got lighter each day. Thursday 
evening saw the regular raft up in Pinta Bay where 
the Squadron tenders lent assistance in attaching 
stern ropes to the rocks. The Pinta raft up is 
another great opportunity to get to know new 
people as rafting up sequence is determined by 
the order in which boats arrive at Pinta. It is also 
easy to boat hop.
This year, we offered 2 new prizes for the Youth 
and Intermediate contingents. The Intermediate 
prize was not contested as university lectures 
prevailed. However, the Youth prize was hotly 
contested by As You Do, AFR Midnight Rambler, 
Into the Mystic and Salacia II, apart from a few 
boats holding sailors who were ‘feeling youthful’. 

Another tranquil 
raft-up. Photo by 
David Everdell

Everyone managed 
to cram into the 
Cottage for lunch  
at The Basin as 
torrential rain 
struck

The Squadron 
tenders are 
invaluable ferrying 
everyone around. 
Photo by David 
Everdell
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Salacia II was victorious and their prize was 
presented at the Official Dinner at RMYC on Friday 
evening, together with the prizes for the Creative 
Cruise Cuisine Competition. Awarding of prizes  
for the Creative Cruise Cuisine Competition was 
delightfully enhanced by the colourful description 
of each meal provided by food judge Peter Brell. 
Holding the Official Dinner on Friday evening was 
popular as it facilitated crew change prior to the 
race back to Sydney on Saturday.
The sun continued to shine on the last day of the 
Cruise for the return to Sydney. The hoped-for  
Nor Easter didn’t eventuate but sailing back in a 
15 knot southerly on reasonably flat seas was still 
very pleasant and all the fleet made the trip within 
4 hours. Our sympathies went to Gordon Ingate  
in Minerva whose main sail tore at the start of the 
race, destroying his hopes for winning the New 
York Yacht Club Trophy again.
The New York Yacht Club Trophy was won  
by Trish Stanley in Willyama for the Division 1 
Overall Pointscore. Willyama also won the 
Offshore Pointscore for Division 1 while the 
Division 1 Inshore Pointscore went to Peter 
Williams in Ceilidh. In Division 2, Arthur Pasltis  
in Into the Mystic, with his crew of small girls, 
cleaned up all the prizes, winning the Windsong 
Trophy for the Overall Poinscore, the Brian 
Northam Trophy for the Inscore Pointscore and 
the Offshore Poinscore. Division 3 was again  
hotly contested with the Bob Tinning Trophy for 
the Overall Pointscore going to Richard Lawson  
in Rapunzel. Simon Coventry in Gannet won the 
Inshore Pointscore and Offshore Pointscore for 
Division 3 went to Hugh O’Neill in Indefensible. 
The Alan Payne Trophy for the lowest aggregate 
corrected time for the passage races was won by 
Trish Stanley in Willyama. Last, but not least, the 
very generous ‘Nav-Est’ prize of an ICOM VHF 

Handheld Radio donated by Coursemaster was 
also won by Trish Stanley of Willyama.
Bill and Dee Manning again provided the Cruise 
Crossword for our entertainment for which we 
thank them. There were 5 correct entries this  
year but the prize went to Julie Clarke of Senta  
for the neatest entry.
While many Cruise participants didn’t notice,  
new this year was the Cruise Captain’s flag. It 
seems appropriate that the advent of the official 
Cruise Captain’s Flag should coincide with the 
Sesquicentenary Cruise. This very handsome flag 
is the reverse of the normal Cruise flag, i.e. navy 
on white background with the Squadron emblem 
and the years for which the Cruise Captain is in 
office.
I would like to thank the members of the Sailing 
Office who make the whole Cruise possible:  
Rob Ridley for his superb race management,  
Bob Brenac for his able support of Rob and 
generation of results and Cruise News, Aline for 
assisting at the functions and most particularly, 
Marg Carney for her patience and all the back 
room organization. I would also like to thank our 
photographer, David Everdell who catches many 
candid and action moments. We are very grateful 
to Richard Chapman who again donated the 
Coursemaster prize. I would especially like to 
thank the Cruise Committee who have worked 
with me over the last two years to ensure the 
success of the Cruises.
I have enjoyed my 2 years as Cruise Captain and 
now hand the reins over to Julian Farren-Price 
who has agreed to take on the task for a second 
term. I offer him my best wishes and look forward 
to working with him to produce future successful 
Cruises.

Trish Stanley handing 
over the Cruise  
Captain’s flag to  
Julian Farren-Price. 
Photos by David  
Everdell

What to do with  
your rubber duck 
while sailing... not  
a problem. Photo  
by David Everdell

6



Cruise Cuisine recipes
Avocados with Ginger Sauce
The Willyama Team
2-3 avocados, stoned, peeled and sliced 
lengthways
8-10 pieces preserved ginger (Buderim Ginger  
in Syrup or glacéd) washed and sliced thinly
1 cup Stone’s Ginger Wine
Juice 1 lemon, strained
1 knob (teaspoon) butter or margarine
2-3 teaspoons arrowroot, mixed in a little water
Red grapes, halved, for garnish
1. Combine ginger wine, lemon juice and  
 preserved ginger in a pan.  Bring to boil and  
 cook till liquid is reduced by half.
2. Add butter/margarine and thicken with  
 arrowroot.
3. Fan avocado slices on plate, coat with sauce  
 and garnish with half a grape at base of fan.
Sauce may be pre-prepared and very gently 
reheated when needed.
Sauce is also tasty on ham steaks.
Trish Stanley
Willyama

Bananas in Pyjamas
From the Crackerjack galley
8 Mini Bananas sliced in half
16 sheets rice paper (small)
2 tblsp Leatherwood honey
Butter 
Splash of Frontignac
Black currents for decoration
Saute bananas in honey and Frontignac in a  
non-stick pan and set aside.
Dip rice paper sheets in warm water one at a  
time and place on a damp tea towel.
Take one piece of banana from pan and place  
on the rice paper.
Place black currents down the banana like 
buttons, then wrap the banana like wrapping a 
baby in a blanket leaving the top of the banana 
poking out. Repeat until all rice paper sheets are 
used.
Sauté parcels gently in butter and serve 2 or more 
per person with a small glass of Frontignac.
A little of the sauce from the pan can also be 
drizzled over the top.
Yum...
Serves 6 to 8
Chris Harper
Crackerjack

Baked fresh tuna (with port & starboard markers)
1 whole tuna (fresh caught bonito was used here)
Savoury rice
1 onion
2 tomatoes
2 eggs 
1 red capsicum
1 green capsicum
1 carrot
4 cloves
1 can of tuna
1 lemon
Black peppercorns
Mayonnaise
Sprig of coriander
Dijon mustard
First catch your tuna…
Bleed immediately (no mean feat when doing  
8 knots into a nor’easter under race conditions – 
best to do it in a bucket or the decks will look like 
the aftermath of a blood letting ceremony).
The recipe…
• Stuff fish with tasty pre-cooked rice (Uncle  
 Ben’s Savoury Rice was used on this occasion)  
 – add some thin sliced onion and tomato,  
 pepper and salt to the stuffing. 
• Salt the outside of the fish. 
• Brush or spray with olive oil, add a squeeze  
 of lemon juice.
• Wrap in aluminium foil, place in baking tray  
 in oven at 180 ºC for approx. 20 min

Willyama’s entrée, 
Avocado with Ginger 
sauce

This wonderful specimen 
was fresh caught from 
Limelight during Race #1  
of the Squadron Cruise  
by trolling a 30 lb line  
with a very unreal looking 
plastic squid lure.

7To prepare the port and starboard markers…
Hard boil two eggs.
Remove the yolks by slicing a piece off at the 
bottom of the egg.
Mash the yolks together with canned tuna,  
1/2 tsp of mustard, 1 tsp mayonnaise,  
1 tsp fresh lemon juice, salt, pepper,  
to form a paste.
Stuff the paste back inside the  
eggs.
Cut a round from each of the red and green 
capsicums.
Place coriander on the top surface of the egg.
Place the capsicum rounds over the coriander 
allowing a fringe of coriander to show.
Decorate with black peppercorns (for eyes),  
a crescent slice of carrot (for mouth) and a clove  
(for the nose).
Dot the caps with spots of mayonnaise.
Serving…
Place on a serving dish and carefully stand the 
eggs on their cut surface to port and starboard  
of the fish (if you don’t know which colour goes 
where, you shouldn’t be sailing!)
Serves at least 6
Alan Husband
Limelight



There are always interesting crowds at World 
Championships. The 30 European teams liked 
what Sydney had to offer and they all agreed that 
the RSYS turned on a spectacular event. Our 
weather held up mostly, passenger ships, large 
ferries, fast ferries, cargo carriers, naval vessels, 
all multiple fleets and a building crowd for New 
Year’s Eve – enjoying every minute of it, yes they 
sure did!
Sydney harbour offered a fabulous sailing track 
for the competitors and for the spectators.  
They enjoyed watching the yachts sailing across 
our shimmering harbour, which was adrenaline  
pumping at times, experiencing challenging 
adverse breezes and of course enjoying stylish 
après parties afterwards. The Open Yngling and 
World Championships involved 18 races over  
10 days. Tactics get better the more you sail  
and practice in the area where you will be racing,  
we trained for a year, every Monday morning  
no excuses, we would turn up at the club, 
sometimes rugged up to the max and always 
ready for sailing. In the last 6 months leading up 
to the Championships we trained for two days  
a week. We had a couple of coaching sessions 
with Macca but then Michael seemed to have the 
campaign worked out, he stressed how strength 
was of utmost importance. You name it we paid 
them all visits; a chiropractor, fitness trainer and  
 a masseuse. On the water we practised doing 
the same drills, mark roundings, spinnaker 
trimming from Rose Bay without a pole, hoists, 
jibes and starts – we always finished off our 

training session in Careening Cove with our usual 
half hour 2 minute interval starting sequence. We 
always enjoyed the Squadron Steak Sandwich 
and a lemon squash in the Careening Cove Bar, 
it sure filled us up and was served by pleasant 
and friendly staff – the club have mastered the 
steak sandwich.   
During the Pre-Worlds, the Open Yngling 
Championship we had some good starts and 
covered well, sailing from light through to heavy 
airs, we were lightning fast going downwind, we 
were quite relaxed and happy for most of the 
races. But most of all on behalf of our team,  
we thought the Race Committee did such an 
excellent job with some excellent and not so 
easy conditions and we wanted to thank all of 
the helpful and friendly volunteer officials and 
members who represented the club and for the 
Sesquicentenary.
I spent a few days with the Danes including 
Jorgen Ring, the Commander in Chief of 

Ynglings lined up for a 
start in the 2012 World 
Championship. Photo 
by Andrew Howe

Rounding the top 
mark, photo by 
Anousha Fluck

8 2012 Yachtswoman 
of the Year

by Mel Nathan



Yngling’s back in Copenhagen. He was a former 
Yngling World Champion back in 1970 before  
the Yngling had been given International Class 
status. I took some of the Danish girls on a 
sailing tour of our peninsula and up to Palm 
Beach via the Manly Circle and North Head, 
where there are fantastic areas to sail in, other 
than Sydney Harbour. On the last day we all 
spent the day at Manly Beach, it was hard to get 
them to leave. On the lay day one of the Swiss 
teams asked us about vantage points to watch 
the fireworks – our bowman, Greg, got them  
into his RIB on the night for a quick harbour tour, 
under the Harbour Bridge then to Lavender Bay 
and piecing together a plan for a walk down to 
the foreshore from their hotel, taking in a few 
pubs along the way. Most of all – we really had  
a lot of fun at our Australian ROO BBQ up at 
Bradleys Head, as a whole bunch of Danish 
competitors were staying at Mosman Bay Scout 
Hall nearby. Consuming 6 kilos of marinated herb 
and garlic Kangaroo steaks, they were all keen  
to try the meat and enjoyed it immensely!

In conversation with Mel...
Why did you start sailing? I liked the fact that 
you could be competitive and also not to take it 
so seriously, but I have always enjoyed promoting 
the sport of sailing to new people.
What is it you love about sailing at RSYS? 
Heading to the club on the weekends, enjoying 
mingling with the crews at the long table after a 
hard days sail when the atmosphere is buzzing – 
this has to be the most perfect place in the world 
to learn and sail.
What is it you love about the Ynglings? The 
Ynglings are amazing yachts, so agile and have  
a presence on the harbour, especially when  
you are sailing along in a big fleet. They are the 
lifeblood of sailing especially with young woman 
wanting a new challenge – and they can be 
lightning fast downwind if you practice! 
Most memorable moment in the Yngling 
Worlds? Being in contention right into the last 
race and eating ham, ranch and avocado rolls.
Ever sailed little boats? I didn’t sail a Mirror 
until I was 25 – I went to Perth for business for  
a few years and came across the International 
Dragons at Freshy. I returned here in the early-

nineties and started sailing on them out of 
Sydney, helping out on the committee as social 
secretary for a few years, it was a lot of fun – I 
enjoyed that – but then I decided that the Yngling 
was the greatest class for women. You’ve got  
to get lucky occasionally!! Switzerland will be 
holding the next World Championship by the way. 
This season I will be sailing on SLAM with a view 
to forming a campaign for the World’s next year.

Some comments from overseas visitors
“We really enjoyed the outstanding hospitality  
of the RSYS for the Yngling World’s. The team 
from Denmark transported 8 boats and a team  
of 27 persons to Sydney for the event. One of 
the unforgettable moments for some was after 
the regatta – sailor Mel Nathan had given my  
wife and I some Kangaroo meat. We all then 
decided to salute Jørgen Ring for his engage-
ment in the Yngling class and youth with Mel. 
Mel found a great place for a BBQ, we all had 
such a fantastic evening, enjoying learning and 
eating something totally new.” By Sandeep 
Sander, Chairman of Sailing Denmark.
“We were so pleased that one team from RSYS 
came to Denmark this summer – and we hope  
to continue our exchange of youth.” Mikkel 
Winston, Team Leader from Denmark.

Kangaroo BBQ at 
Middle Head

Mel with Danish 
team, Manly Beach

Mel Nathan, 
Yachtswoman of 
the Year with the 
Joanne Trophy
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The Young Endeavour, has been the most 
amazing trip I have ever been on, however, at 
the beginning I was very apprehensive. This was 
due to not knowing what the experience would 
entail. The experience turned out to encompass 
everything I imagined, plus a whole lot more that 
I could never have fathomed. The trip will be 
ingrained in my memory for life. 
The Young Endeavour was a present from the 
United Kingdom, to the youth and people of 
Australia, to mark the 1988 Bicentenary. The 
most expensive boat I have been on so far, the 
ship cost 24 million dollars to build. With a 
Brigantine rig, the boat is 44m long, mastheads 
of 34m and has 11 sails, whilst weighing 239 
tonnes. The ship spends the year crewed by the 
Australian Navy, who staff the sail training scheme.
My Young Endeavour experience started on 
the fifth of April in Brisbane and finished on the 
fifteenth in Gladstone. 11 days of offshore sailing 
and adventure with 9 staff and 23 youth, the ship 
was run by Captain Damien. The youth were 
picked from all over Australia, and ranged in ages 
from 16-23. Myself and Harry O’Rourke, were the 
only ones with sailing experience, although, this 
proved to not be any real advantage, except for 
knowing the angle of the wind.
Even before departing Brisbane, my first challenge 
arose, strapped in our harnesses we all had to 
climb the topgallant, 33m up. That high up, the 
rocking of the boat is very evident, especially 

when we had to make our way onto the yards. 
Later that night, I discovered that my stomach 
was not made of iron, and yes, I suffered 
seasickness. We discovered the blandness of 
SAO biscuits helped the stomach, although 
compared to the rest of the youth crew; I was 
relatively unscathed most of the time. 
The youth and staff were split into watches, and I 
became a member of ‘White Watch’, this team of 
people became an essential element of the trip, 
as well as a support network and close friends. 
I soon discovered that a 24-hour day on the 
boat, felt like an eternity, sleeping approximately 
4 hours a night was a shock to my system, how-
ever morale was always high during meal times, 
due to the amazingly delicious food we constantly 
had on board, thanks to our chef, Squiz.
As I got used to the routine an average day 
started with a 0630 wake up call, usually with 
a song piped through the boat, with breakfast 
at 0700, giving us the opportunity to make 
our bunks and have the first of our 90 second 
shower of the day. 0800 was the ships morning 
brief, which the day’s program was outlined, 
followed by the staff teaching us ship terminology 
and sea faring stories, and eventually a dance 
by everyone. 0850 was ‘happy hour’, I was 
privileged enough to be part of the team that 
cleaned the staff bathrooms. The rest of the day 
was segmented into lunch at 1100, and team 
building exercises, such as setting the sails, 
practicing our tacks and wears, climbing the 
foremast, mainmast and the yards, tying knots. 
The first watch started at 1600, and dinner at 
1715, followed by night activities until 2000, by 
that time I was desperately craving my pillow. 
The first night watch commended at 2000-0000, 
second night watch 0000-0400 and morning 
watch 0400-0800.
Sailing in the Coral Sea, and up the Queensland 
coast, on day four we arrived at Fraser Island. 
After a morning of playing on the giant swing, we 
set off to Fraser Island, the world’s largest sand 
bank. It was amazing to touch down on land and 
hug a tree. That night the Easter bunny gave us a 
secret visit. During the night we set sail to Hervey 
Bay, the night proved to be quite magical, as it 
was a glass out, travelling at 3 knots, the sea 
was quiet and lit by the moon, a pod of dolphins 
following us through the night.
During our night watches, we learnt to steer, 
maritime rules of the road and navigation, learning 

The Young 
Endeavour 

by Anousha Fluck

10

Playing on a giant 
swing

Young Endeavour  
sail plan



the basics of radar, GPS, maps, I enjoyed taking 
land bearings and mark fixing, and keeping watch 
for other vessels, such as fishing boats and 
merchant ships. Engineering checks had to be 
undertaken on the hour, checking the very hot 
and claustrophobic engine room (which always 
turned out a disaster for those feeling ill) and 
kitchen appliances, to make sure everything were 
running regularly.
On day six we arrived at Lady Elliot Island, for 
a morning of snorkeling with fish and turtles. In 
the afternoon the ship then weighed anchor and 
cleared Lady Elliot Island under a full press of sail 
making good 8.5 knots assisted by a 25 knot 
sou’ easterly. That night, as we made our way to 
Town of 1770, our Captain, assured us that we 
would now be protected from hazardous weather, 
as were inside The Great Barrier Reef. However, 
the night was tumultuous, with 40 knot gusts with 
a 2.5 metre swell. Safety lines were rigged on the 
deck, and some extreme sleeping configurations, 
which provided me with the opportunity to fall out 
of my bunk in the middle of the night and land on 
girl sleeping on the other side of the room. 
At the time, this night was horrible, and due to 
not having a keel, the ship rolls up and down. 
However, it is one of my best memories of the 
trip, at midnight we had to wear (gybe) the ship. 
It took us 11 people to pull on the jib, and as 
we were heaving a large wave came over the 
bow and flung as all into the side of the boat, 
dispersing us all across the deck, however we 
had to quickly get up and continue our jobs. 
When it was finally time to go to bed, my sleep 
maintained uneven due to alarms going off during 
the night as water filled the bow.
On Friday thirteenth, Command Day officially 
commenced at 1300, the day when the youth 
crew were to take over the ship for 24 hours.  

I was a watch officer of the trip, with my watch 
starting at 0200 till 1300. Throughout the day, we 
had to undertake challenging tasks, whilst during 
the afternoon and night we sailed through the 
hundreds of cargo ships located off Gladstone’s 
port. With sails set and over 20 knots of breeze 
the ship was flying at eight and a half knots. At 
1330, after five renditions of the national anthem 
to various tunes, the ship was officially handed 
back to Captain Damien and I relinquished the 
captaincy, and symbolizing the end of the journey.
The experience was unique focusing on leader- 
ship building, teamwork, confidence and 
perseverance. The most important thing I learnt 
was to be open- minded and to challenge 
yourself throughout life. I really hope that young 
intermediates and youth sailors enter themselves 
in the Young Endeavour ballots, as it was truly a 
rewarding experience. I would also like to thank 
the Squadron, for giving me this once in a lifetime 
opportunity.

Safety lines at the 
ready
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Early on 18 April 2012, I boarded a flight bound 
for Gladstone with a brief stopover in Brisbane  
for an 11 day adventure sailing on the Young 
Endeavour from Gladstone to Mackay.
I first laid eyes on the Young Endeavour in 
glorious sunshine, 28 degrees and a slight 
south-easterly breeze taking the heat out of the 
Queensland sun. As we stood around waiting, 
unaware of what was ahead, the 26 youth crew 
started introducing themselves to one another, 
talking about their expectations for the trip, 
whether the food would be any good and the 
potential days of seasickness ahead.
With Navy precision we were summoned on 
board at 1500 and given a quick once over of  
the ship, shown our bunks and quickly whisked 
back up on deck for introductions, safety 
briefings and meeting Col, the Blue watch team 
leader and my fellow Blue watch youth crew.
The ship cast off from Gladstone around 1700. 
We took part in a number of trust exercises and 
sat down to discuss our expectations for the 
voyage and what we each wanted to achieve 
over the next 11 days. From there, we were sent 
straight up the mast (some 34m above the deck) 

and out to the ends of the topgallant yards. 
Watching the sun set over Queensland anchored 
in Gladstone harbour was spectacular.
The next day we woke at 0600, needing to race 
up on deck before the end of the song, dressed 
and ready for the day ahead. Our first task was to 
prove to Captain Gunna we were ready to crew 
his ship. What happened over the next 4 hours 
was a series of tests to demonstrate we could 
work as a team to pull sails on, furl them up and 
knew which sail was which. All 3 watches passed 
and we were ready to set sail north to Mackay. 
From this point on the true learning and bonding 
between all youth crew began as watches, crew 
and staffies got to know one another.
Day 3 started at 0330 as Blue watch had drawn 
the morning watch from 0400 to 0800. With 
Tahlia on the helm, the rest of the watch climbed 
the mast to watch the sun rise across the Tasman 
as the Young Endeavour sailed along at 3 knots 
towards our destination. The day brought with  
it rope races (a series of challenges run by the 
staffies on board to test our knowledge of the 
ropes on board), navigation lessons from Ricko 
and happy hour (that one hour of the day where 
we all got down and dirty and cleaned the boat 
from tip to tail). We also spent the afternoon 
tacking the ship, an exercise requiring all 26  
youth crew on various ropes working, yards  
and winches to work together to successfully 
maneuver the Young Endeavour.
Blue watch were woken during the night for  
the 0000 to 0400 watch which, while incredibly 
unappealing on the face of it, was by far the best 
time to bring the group together. Playing “wheel 
of truth” and a host of other games suggested  
by Watch Leader Col, the watch truly started to 
bond. It was at this point, in the early hours of 

Young Endeavour  
Report – Gladstone  
to Mackay

by William Houston
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Day 4 that I realised how truly unique the Young 
Endeavour experience was. After a short cat nap, 
we awoke to find ourselves in the Whitsundays. 
Apparently we had “missed” Mackay and had 
ended up in paradise. We set anchor off White-
haven Beach and spent the rest of the afternoon 
performing skits and enjoying the talcum powder 
white sand of Whitehaven beach. 
We set off early on Day 5 and spent the next  
2 and half days at sea heading towards Middle 
Percy Island (again, missing Mackay on the way 
there) and preparing ourselves for Command Day. 
Command Day is the day where the staffies take 
a backseat and the youth crew take control of 
everything on board, from the Captain’s role to 
navigation to cooking up a storm in the galley.  
I was elected Captain and in that time 24 hour 
period, I learnt more about my fellow crew and 
myself than I could have imagined. 
After anchoring the night before, we woke at 
dawn to commemorate ANZAC day. We enjoyed 
some leisure time on the rope swing hanging  
from the course yard for a few hours before it  
was time to get serious and take command.  
At 1300, we took control. Our dispatch team 
quickly made their way ashore to find our 
instructions before we could properly begin  
the planning and adventures ahead. 
We set off from anchor just as evening fell (our 
first big challenge) and made way for Mackay.  
We made good progress during the first few 
hours of our Command, setting nearly every sail 
on the ship to make the most of the dying breeze. 
Head Navigator Harry and his team took us on a 
course about 6 nautical miles out to see before 
we would “wear” the ship and aim straight for 
Mackay. That evening, we were treated to a 
spread like no other by our three new executive 

chefs – Marven, Kirsty and Eternity. With an 
adjusted watch schedule, many stayed up and  
on deck unable to sleep due the adrenalin and 
emotion of whether we would succeed or fail. 
We were all rudely awoken the next morning 
(some even thrown out of bed), the wind had 
picked up to a 30 knot Southerly, producing 
conditions that were a stark contrast to the 28 
degrees and 10 knot South-Easterly we had 
enjoyed the past 9 days. The Young Endeavour 
was flying along at just over 7.5 knots and our 
fears from the night before of not making it to 
Mackay we quickly blown away. Everyone was 
brought up on deck to quickly furl a number of 
sails. Considering the lack of shelter on offer  
from Mackay Harbour, our final anchor point and 
destination was varied to an island a few nautical 
miles offshore. We anchored just after 1200,  
sent all youth crew up the mast and out on the 
yards and our mission was complete. We handed 
back the Command of the ship to the staffies and 
our voyage began to wind up. From there, all we 
had left to do was give the vessel a good scrub 
and wash and celebrate our achievement over 
another amazing BBQ put on by Squizzy. The 
next day, we brought the Young Endeavour into 
harbour with some staple songs and dance 
moves from the trip and said our good byes. 
For me, this was an amazing 11 day period, one 
that I will look back on very fondly. Not only will 
the people I met on this trip be lifelong friends, 
but the skills in leadership, team work and 
self-discovery which took place in those 11 days 
was astonishing. I would like to thank General 
Committee for the opportunity to undertake the 
voyage. It is a fantastic program and one which  
I hope other Youth and Intermediate members  
at the Club not only consider but do. 
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Croatia Cruise/
Rally 2012

by Judy Dunstan

In 2011 we were lucky enough to win the Mariner 
Friday Evening Twilight Prize and were offered  
a cruise/rally in Croatia. We had been there in 
2005 on a similar Mariner rally with the Woods 
(Kookaburra), the Croalls (Impetuous) and the 
Denhams (Loose Goose) and, having enjoyed it 
very much, we jumped at the chance for a return 
visit especially as this rally would be covering a lot 
of new territory (for us) along the Dalmatian Coast. 
On 8 June, 2012, we arrived in Split to meet the 
rest of the cruise participants. In all we were a 
group of 35 people on a fleet of six Beneteau First 
45s in as new condition (including Wi-Fi for those 
with iPads, laptops and digital cameras). Our task 
was to cruise and race south over fourteen days 
to finish in Dubrovnik, the jewel of the Dalmatian 
coast, while experiencing as wide a range as 
possible of locations and of food and wine and 
having as much fun as a relaxed holiday can offer. 
We ticked all the boxes.
This particular strip of the Croatian coast is 
steeped in history having been conquered or 
occupied at various times by the Greeks, 
Romans, Hungarians, Turks, Venetians, the 
French and Hapsburgs. There is a rich legacy of 
historic ruins and architectural styles with several 

towns being declared UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites. The predominant building material is local 
limestone; smoothed and polished with age so 
the old towns and villages and their streets dazzle 
by sunlight and gleam by nightlight.
It also has to be one of the world’s best and  
most beautiful cruising areas with a myriad of 
islands many deserted, some national parks,  
and sheltered bays. The scenery is dramatic  
with the Dinaric Range forming a 1500m 
backdrop of forest and ancient terraces to  
towns, villages and near empty beaches. 
A warm current flows up the coast keeping the 
climate Mediterranean – warm, dry and sunny  
in summer, cool and moist in winter. The air is 
clean and the water is crystal clear and a brilliant 
turquoise. When we were there the weather  
was balmy to hot and the water temperature  
a refreshing but very comfortable 22 degrees.
In the early 1990s Croatia and in particular this 
area was subject to military bombardment from 
Serbia which did a great deal of damage to 
buildings and infrastructure. Even now there  
is, amongst some, still some lingering anxiety 
about the relationship with Serbian and Bosnian 
neighbours only a few miles away. 

A very close race

Jim on the foredeck.
Photos by Maggie 
Joyce

Judy and Jim join in 
the fun. Photo by 
Maggie Joyce
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A lot has happened since our visit seven years ago.
Croatia is due to enter the common market in  
2013 so has received a great deal of investment 
money and it shows in the repairs that have been 
undertaken and the building works in progress. 
Homes and buildings, at least on the coast,  
have been repaired and reroofed; roads remade.  
New hotels and resorts have appeared; cruising 
friendly and well organised marinas and ports  
have been developed.
This part of Croatia is mostly free of industry and 
depends on agriculture and increasingly tourism  
to maintain its economy. With an unemployment 
rate of nearly 20% much is hoped for from the 
growth in that sector.
We found a well-developed food and wine  
industry with good restaurants and absolutely 
delicious food. It seemed to us the variety had 
broadened considerably from what we had  
enjoyed in 2005 as had the culinary style and 
presentation. Where Tony Denham had made it  
his mission to source the best home-made wine 
from local shops in 2005 (often brought back in 
empty soft drink bottles and still, some would  
say, tasting like vinegar) this time we enjoyed  

the fruits of a thriving wine industry; the wines 
were excellent.
But perhaps the most remarkable change has 
been in the overall confidence and optimism of 
the general population. We met a number who 
had returned from abroad (including Australia), 
where they had gone or been sent by anxious 
parents to escape the war, and who were now 
keen to set up businesses in the tourism industry. 
The mood is positive, friendly and welcoming. 
Furthermore their experiences or education 
abroad means that very good English is widely 
spoken.
Of course much of our very positive experiences 
were also due to Maggie and Trevor’s increased 
experience of the area in tracking down and 
testing new venues and in cementing relation-
ships with local friends.
We thoroughly enjoyed our second trip to Croatia 
and recommend it as a cruising destination.
The Croatia One Design Yacht Rally will again 
take place in 2013 from June 21 to July 7.  
For more details call Mariner Boating on  
(02) 9966 1244.

Race to Hvar

Gone!

Moored in Lastovo

Photos by Maggie 
Joyce
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RSYS Sesquicentenary 
Garden Party  
8 July 2012

Commodores Address

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen as we join 
in the celebration of the founding of Royal Sydney 
Yacht Squadron on this day, 150 years ago.
I’ve tried to imagine what our great city of Sydney 
would have been like back then in 1862.
Sydney had been founded just 74 years before 
when the first colonists came ashore at Port 
Jackson in 1788. To put that into context, this 
year marks the 80th birthday of the ABC and  
80 years since the Sydney Harbour Bridge was 
opened, both of which have already been in 
existence longer than the 74 years.
Sydney grew at a phenomenal rate through the 
19th century and even though transportation of 

convicts to NSW ended in 1840, the population of 
Sydney in 1861 was 56,000 and it was flourishing. 
By 1881, just 20 years later, the population had 
grown to an amazing 221,000. Sydney had been 
incorporated and had a Lord Mayor.
In 1855-1857 Fort Denison was built to protect 
Sydney, the stone having been quarried from the 
harbour foreshore of Neutral Bay opposite our 
Clubhouse.
There was a railway from Sydney to Parramatta 
and horse drawn trams had begun running 
through the streets of Sydney just one year 
before, as had the Burke and Wills expedition 
been undertaken.

Commodore Malcolm 
Levy delivering his 
speech. Photo by 
David Everdell

Market stalls were  
set up on the lawns 
serving a variety of 
food and beverages

A game of giant chess 
amused some youth 
sailors. Photos by 
David Everdell
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Australia’s first rugby union club, the Sydney 
University Football Club was founded in Sydney  
in 1863.
The American Civil War was underway and 
Bacardi rum had gone into production.
During the 20th century Sydney continued its 
rapid growth. By 1900, just 3 years prior to the 
Squadron occupying this very site the population 
had doubled to 481,000 in just another 20 years.

Two years prior to the Squadron occupying this 
site, the first Commonwealth Parliament opened  
in 1901.
In the 21st century, Sydney continued to flourish 
and today is a multicultural city with many 
immigrants from both Europe and Asia. It is  
easily the largest city in Australia 
In those earlier days, yacht races were held 
between ships’ longboats. These were informal 
affairs arranged to celebrate a special event, but 
they laid the groundwork for popular regattas 
using local fishing and workboats, and eventually 
specially designed yachts.
The first organised yacht races were conducted 
by the Victoria Yacht Club (later the Royal Yacht 
Club of Victoria) which was formed in 1856. As 
we know, the Australian Yacht Club (later the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron) was formed in 
Sydney in 1862. 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron was founded  
when nineteen yachtsmen met in the office of the 
Hon William Walker MLC at the Exchange Corner, 
Bridge Street in the City on July 8, 1862, to found 
a yacht club to be designated ‘The Australian 
Yacht Club’. An application was made for a Royal 

Mini Fraser, Youth 
Captain 2012-2013 
and Ben Fraser,  
youth sailor, cutting 
the cake. Photo by 
David Everdell

A fabulous Sydney day 
for the celebration of 
the Sesquicentennial 
Garden Party. Photo 
by David Everdell

17Warrant and the Patronage of the Prince of Wales. 
On June 27 1863, the Commodore, the Hon 
William Walker MLC, received a letter from the 
Colonial Secretary’s Office notifying him of the 
Prince of Wales’ willingness to become Patron  
of the ‘Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron’. This letter 
also issued an Admiralty Warrant authorising the 
use of the Blue Ensign of Her Majesty’s Fleet.  
At a meeting of the Committee held shortly 

afterwards, it was decided that the Club’s Burgee 
should be blue with a white cross and a crown in 
the upper canton, and, in this form, it is still flown 
today.
The present Patron is HRH Prince Philip, Duke  
of Edinburgh. The Duke was formally invited  
to attend today’s festivities, however we were 
advised that he had no plans to visit Australia  
at the present time and he wished us well for  
a successful day.
The first formal meeting of the club saw William 
Walker elected the first Commodore at a time 
when the membership fee was three guineas  
with an entrance fee of two guineas.
On New Year’s Day, 1863, the first race for boats 
belonging to the Squadron, and under its sailing 
rules, took place at the Hunters Hill Regatta: Peri, 
Scud, Ida, Why Not and Old Tom allegedly started 
and Gitana, although entered, did not race. They 
are all familiar names around the Squadron today.
In 1867, Mr Walker, in view of his contemplated 
return to England, retired from his position of 
Commodore, and the records show a minute 
thanking him for the valuable services he had 



rendered the club in assisting at its formation,  
and by his high-spirited example fostering and 
promoting the true interest of yachting during his 
tenure of office. This was further evidenced by an 
order for an oil painting of him which hangs in the 
Clubhouse, one of the Squadron’s most valuable 
possessions.
From the words of Peter Campbell, Walker’s office 
was the Squadron’s headquarters for the first 30 
years of its existence. Then in 1892, the members 
decided it was time they had premises of their 
own, leasing a small room on the second floor of 
a Pitt Street building. No more than 20 members 
could comfortably meet in the room at one time, 
but the elements of the club were active. One of 
those members recorded: “It had a bar, a small 
locker in which was kept a bottle of whisky, a 
couple of bottles of beer, some glasses, and a 
money box.”
Ten years on, with membership expanding with 
the growth of the city, the members decided it 
must find a waterfront site with a clubhouse 
worthy of the Squadron. End of quote.

Yachts rafted-up in 
the pond after the  
finish of the Sesqui-
centennial Classic 
Boat Regatta. Photo 
by David Everdell

On board Kilkie left to 
right are: Robert Albert, 
John Diacopoulos  
Genevieve Osborne  
Peter Alexander, 
Libby Albert and 
Alick Osborne in the 
companionway. Photo 
by David Everdell
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The site where we stand today was formally 
occupied on January 24, 1903. The property 
included the stone cottage ‘Carabella’, a landing 
stage, a slipway and a large water frontage. 
“The waterfront to the property is excellently 
suited to the Squadron’s purpose,” said a 
committee report. “Races can be started and 
finished therefrom, while the lawn could provide  
a splendid vantage point to view the racing.”
The whale’s jawbones, forming an archway, 
originally came from a whaling station at Twofold 
Bay. The flagstaff was salvaged from the collier 
Bellambi and presented by F G Wiley Esq.
The two horse drawn 9 pounder field guns 
displayed on our lawn are the only relics of  
the first military contingent to depart Australian 
shores for active service overseas. It left in  
1885 for the Sudan but saw no action and the 
Squadron acquired the two guns in 1909.
The Squadron’s youth sailing program 
commenced in 1960. The aims of the program 
are, broadly stated, to foster and promote sailing 
and to provide young men and women with  
social skills, confidence, values and friends that 
will place them in good stead to approach the 
challenges of life.
The Squadron promoted the first Australian 
challenger for the America’s Cup, 50 years ago 
this year, in 1962, with Gretel; a yacht designed 
by Squadron member Alan Payne and was built 
by Lars Halvorsen & Sons at Ryde, Sydney. Our 
Life Member Carl Halvorsen turns 100 tomorrow. 
Owned by a syndicate headed by Sir Frank 
Packer, Gretel met the American defender in  



Everyone gathered on 
the lawn to hear the 
Commodores’ address 
and to witness the  
cutting of the cake

Donald and Sue  
Swanson, Vice  
Commodore Richard 
Chapman, Robbie 
Miles and Rene  
Chapman. Photos  
by David Everdell

19a series of races off Newport, USA. Weatherly 
retained the Cup for the United States with a 
convincing four-to-one-victory.
The Squadron’s activities now span over three 
centuries and its main objective is to promote and 
encourage sailing as a sport. Today the Squadron 
is one of the founding members of the 
International Council of Yacht Clubs.
I can proudly say, that the Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron has become one of the world’s leading 
yacht clubs, William Walker would surely be 
pleased with the Squadron’s achievements; our 
active participation in ocean racing, including the 
Admiral’s Cup, our challenge for the America’s 
Cup, the participation of Squadron members in 
the Olympics, and of course, the hosting of a 
number of world and national championships and 
the annual summer and winter harbour racing 
programs. Ashore, our achievements are no less 
noteworthy; we have the impressive Carabella 
Club house and its amenities and waterfront 
facilities. We are graced with a committed and 
dedicated staff.
I hope that members, friends and others alike will 
celebrate this amazing achievement during 2012.
So far this year we have already conducted the 
Yngling Worlds, the Etchells Worlds, the Farr 40 
Nationals, Trans-Tasman Cup, Hardy Cup and  
our regular sailing program including the Annual 
Cruise. The Classic Boat Regatta was held 
yesterday. On September 1, our 2012-2013 
yachting season will start and the Sesquicentenary 
Grand Ball will be held on September 8.
We have unveiled an oil painting by marine artist 
Ian Hansen of today’s Clubhouse and released  
our Sesquicentenary wines, although limited in 
quantity, they are high in quality made with fruit 
from vines 140 years old.
There is a limited range of quality Sesquicentennial 
crested goods which I urge you to embrace.
On the water today, in the pond and beyond, we 
have many of the yachts from the Classic Boat 
race, and courtesy of the Sydney Heritage Fleet; 
the 1902 coal fired steam driven launch Lady 
Hopetoun, and the 1903 gentleman’s schooner, 
Boomerang.
There are just so many people I should thank:  
The Australian Army Band Sydney, which can  
be traced back to colonial times, here because 
there was no Navy band way back then. The first 
naval band formed in 1879 in Fremantle followed 
in 1893 by the NSW Navel Brigade Band. The 
Australian Army only came into existence in 1901. 
Prior to this the NSW colony was garrisoned by  
a succession of British regiments until 1870. The 
last British regiment was the 18th Regiment of 
Foot (Royal Irish). At the time of the Squadron’s 
foundation the British regiment garrisoned at 
Sydney was the 12th Regiment of Foot (East 
Suffolk). Of note, is that soldiers from the 12th 

Regiment were involved in the suppression of  
the disaffected diggers who formed the Eureka 
Stockade in 1854. One of the major tasks of the 
12th Regiment in Sydney was providing guards  
for convicts held on ‘an island in the middle of 
Sydney Harbour’. Could this have been Fort 
Denison? The first Australian military band, raised 
in 1874 was called the NSW Regular Artillery 
Band and the band here today claims to be a 

descendent of that unit. What a performance so 
far with lots to come, under the direction of Officer 
Commanding and Music Director Major Peter 
O’Conner and Second in Command Captain 
Rachel Beeton, we are most grateful. The band 
will provide entertainment which is testament  
to the versatility and talent of the professional 
musicians and their vocalist within its ranks. 
Captain Beeton is no stranger around here; she 
regularly sails from the Squadron with her family 
on their yacht Rock Wallaby.
Thank you to the Sesquicentennial Organising 
Committee, the support of the General 
Committee, the extraordinary work of so many  
of the Squadron staff leading up to today and  
of course today.
And finally, my thanks to you, the members, for 
being part of this 150th year, our sesquicentennial.
Thank you.



Olympic Gold  
and Silver to  
Squadron sailors

by Peter Campbell

What better way to climax the Squadron’s 150th 
anniversary celebrations than the efforts of two of 
our young members at the London 2012 Olympic 
Games: a gold medal to Nathan Outteridge in the 
49er skiff class and a silver medal to Lucinda 
Whitty in the women’s match racing.
Their magnificent efforts were part of Australia’s 
unprecedented tally of three gold medals and a 
silver medal at the Olympic sailing, held on the 
waters off Weymouth and Portland on the south 
coast of England. 
Nathan skippered the 49er to an outstanding  
gold medal victory with Iain Jensen as his crew, 
while Lucinda teamed with Olivia Price and Nina 
Curtis in a courageous final match in the Elliott 6s 
against the Spanish team which could have gone 
either way.
The Australian sailing team did us proud, with 
gold medals also going to Tom Slingsby in the 
Laser class and Malcolm Page and Mathew 
Belcher in the men’s 470s. The women’s 470 
crew of Elise Rechichi and Belinda Stowell 
finished a close sixth overall, Jessica Crisp 11th  
in the RSX women sailboards, Krystal Weir 12th 
in the Laser Radials and Brendan Casey 13th  
in the Finn class.
Outteridge’s gold medal is the third Olympic gold 
medal won by Squadron members over the past 

fifty years: Bill (later Sir William) Northam won 
Australia’s first sailing gold medal in the 5.5 metre 
class at the Tokyo 1962 Games and David 
Forbes steered the Star to gold at the Munich 
1972 Olympics. Many other Squadron members 
have represented Australia at the Olympics.
Outteridge and Jensen have sailed against each 
other or together since they were eight-year 
-olds, starting in Sabots on Lake Macquarie, and 
coming together four years ago as a 49er team 
after Outteridge’s fifth at the Beijing Olympics.  
They have excelled in the 49er, a slightly smaller 
and one-design version of the Sydney 18-footer 
and designed by Australian Julian Bethwaite. 
They went into the London Olympics as world 
champions and quickly asserted their domination 
of the high performance class.
Outteridge and Jensen led the regatta from start 
to finish, taking an unassailable lead into the 
medal race. All they had to do was complete  
the medal race and they sailed a relaxed race, 
crossing the line in fourth place. Their New 
Zealand training partners took silver, the bronze 
going to Denmark.
“It was amazing. We’ve sailed brilliantly for four 
years and this week has been one of our best 
weeks so far,” Outteridge said after the final race. 
“It was really cool to do a race where it didn’t 

Nathan Outteridge 
(right) and Iain Jensen 
win Olympic gold in  
the 49er class
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matter where we finished; we were just able to 
enjoy it.”
Looking back over their preparation for London, 
Outteridge said: “Together with coach Emmett 
(Lazich) we put together a really good campaign; 
it was a four year campaign to ensure that there 
was no stone left unturned. We can stand here 
and say that we did everything possible to win 
and the results prove that.”
The 49er class, first introduced at the Sydney 
2000 Olympic Games has been chosen again  
for the Rio de Janeiro Olympics in 2016 and 
Outteridge and Jensen are expected to again 
seek selection to represent Australia – and the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron.
The women’s match racing final in the Elliott 6m 
class yachts (an advanced version of the Elliott 6s 
in the Squadron fleet) was the last sailing event  
of the London Olympics and proved to be the 
most exciting medal match, a nail-biting finish for 
the huge crowd on the foreshore of Weymouth 
harbour and for those who watched on the 
belated Nine television coverage of sailing.  
The gold medal went to the Spanish crew in a 
hard fought final in strong winds and choppy seas 
which saw sailors overboard, fighting comebacks 

and penalties in an extraordinary close 
competition. The young Australian women, with 
just-turned 20-year-old Olivia Price on the helm, 
Nina Curtis on main and Lucinda Whitty at the 
bow, went down fighting after a courageous 
display of sailing skills, seamanship and 
determination.
Not only was it a remarkably close final, with the 
Australian women twice coming from behind to 
send the best five final into a decider, but it was 
brilliant television, with cameras on both boats. 
The match racing was ideal for spectators as 
well, yet the women’s match racing has been 
dropped for the Rio Games.
“We really gave it our all and the Spanish sailed 
really well,” Olivia Price said after the final match. 
“We took it to five races; it’s disappointing to not 
win gold, but, hey, we got a silver medal.”  

America under sail

Olivia Price, Nina  
Curtis and Lucinda 
Whitty with their  
Olympic silver medals
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“We came here with one goal, to win gold; 
unfortunately, we didn’t reach it but were just one 
step under, so we’re really happy,” Price added.  
The Australians sailed an exceptional qualifying 
series, winning all eleven lead-up races to the 
finals. They continued their successes in the 
quarter finals, beating the Dutch team in a 
hard-fought encounter that went to four races, 
followed by an emphatic win over Finland in the 
semi-final. Spain was their opponent in the final 
match to decide gold and silver.
The Spanish got off to the better start, leading off 
the line in race one. The Australians chased hard, 
closing on each downwind leg, but the Spanish 
took a one-nil lead.  
After a short delay while a protest from the bronze 
medal match was being heard on the water, race 
two got underway with Price and her crew in 
control to level the final at one-all.
As the breeze continued to freshen, with gusts up 
to 25 knots, the third race got under way. Nothing 
separated the two crews on the first beat with the 
Spanish rounding the top mark just a boat length 
ahead.
With the two boats flying downwind at 12 knots, 
the Australians closed the gap. They had just 
taken the lead when, surfing down a wave, their 
boat broached, with skipper Price being washed 
over the transom. 
Curtis and Whitty quickly brought the boat under 
control, dropping the spinnaker and coming 
about towards the fast swimming Price and 
dragging her back on board. While other crews 
might have retired from the race after such a 
mishap, not so these women. They trimmed the 
mainsail and the jib, re-hoisted the spinnaker,  
and set off in pursuit of the Spaniards, but they 
had an unassailable lead.

Everything now hinged on the fourth race, with 
the Spanish able to claim the gold with a win. The 
two crews engaged in an aggressive tacking duel 
on the first beat to windward, with Price, Curtis 
and Whitty rounding the top mark just ahead.
The Australians extended their lead slightly on  
the downwind leg, extending this on the next 
windward leg. Again, their sailing handling 
techniques paid off on the final spinnaker run to 
the finish, extending their lead to send the gold 
medal match into a race five decider.
In a dramatic final match race, the Spanish 
rounded the top mark just ahead, but again the 
Australians came from astern on an aggressive 
first spinnaker run. However, while trying to gybe 
into the bottom mark, they received a penalty  
for a port and starboard incident.
The Australians did their penalty turn immediately, 
but the on-water jury decided they had not 
completed it correctly and the penalty flag 
continued to fly as the two boats tacked upwind.
Price, Curtis and Whitty pushed hard on the final 
downwind leg but were unable to close the lead 
of the Spanish women. They completed their 
penalty turn on the finish line and claimed the 
silver medal.
Ashore, Price said: “We’re really happy with the 
silver; we gave it our all. The Spanish sailed really 
well today. The conditions were quite wild; yet,  
I did get thrown overboard by a wave, which was 
quite a shock to the system but we didn’t give up. 
“We just kept going the whole time and I’m really 
proud of how we sailed and we’ve come away 
with the silver medal,” she added.  
And unlike some other silver medallists at the 
London 2012 Olympics, those were not tears 
running down her cheeks, but sea water from  
her spectacular fall overboard!

The AUS team won all 
eleven lead-up races  
to the finals
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Joris Meyboom and his team of Jordan Reece 
and Aaron Terrey have won the inaugural RSYS 
Intermediates Elliott6 Race Day, narrowly edging 
out the competition in a sensational day out on 
the harbour. 
All 6 Elliotts were in action on a day with light 
breezes from the South-Southeast. The morning 
saw light showers and overcast conditions but as 
the boats left the pond, the sun broke through the 
now parting clouds and the wind picked up to a 
healthy 10 knots and sunshine for the afternoons 
racing. 
Races 1 and 2 saw the fleet split into two distinct 
packs as they made their way around the course. 
Race Day favourites, Boat 2 skippered by Stu 
Pollard controlled the first race and were in a 
dominant position in the second before their kite 
blew out, seeing them finish well down the pack. 
Races 3 through 5 however had one single pack 
of Elliotts make there way around the windward-
leeward course, set roughly between Kurraba 
Point and Fort Denison. The friendly rivalries 
established long ago as Youth Sailors resurfaced 
for these races, as competitors realised that any-
one could end up in the winners circle. Meyboom 
had however given himself enough of a buffer  
with consistent results throughout the day. This 
meant a 2-point win over Stu Pollard and Iain 
Salteri (Pollard coming second on countback). 

Intermediates 
Elliott6 Race  
Day 2012

by William Houston

The results from the day:
1st  Joris Meyboom
2nd Stu Pollard
3rd  Iain Salteri
4th Ed Quartly
5th Natalie Chapman
6th  Sophie Shannon 
Thanks to all competitors for putting together  
a team and enjoying the days racing. A special 
thanks to Simon Wubben and Ben Barzach for 
their efforts organising the day. Thanks as well to 
the Intermediates Committee, Sailing Committee 
and General Committee for their support of this 
event in 2012 and well into the future. 

From left to right: 
Race Day organisers 
Ben Barzach and 
Simon Wubben 
present Joris 
Meyboom, Jordan 
Reece and Aaron 
Terrey with first place

The fleet heading 
downwind for a tight 
mark rounding
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As I grew up in Newport, a couple of things felt 
certain to me: The New York Yankees would 
probably win the World Series, and America 
would retain the America’s Cup.
From 1950 to 1962, the Yankees made 11 World 
Series appearances and won 8 of them. As for 
the America’s Cup races, America had never  
lost the series since first winning it, in 1851, the 
longest winning streak in the history of sport.  
By 1962, that translated into 18 consecutive 
victories. And since 1930, Newport had been 
home to the races.
America’s Cup and Newport had become 
synonymous, but the truth was, very few 
Newporters had anything to do with the races.  
It was a rich man’s sport, and the defending  
club was the New York Yacht Club.
So, it would filter down upon the rest of us, like 
Hollywood snow, mainly through the newspapers, 
which is where people got their news back then. 
There was extra hub-bub on lower Thames Street, 
but the races themselves were held way off 
Brenton Point, so far off you really couldn’t see 
them from land. You had to be on a spectator 
boat to actually see the races.
The trials held this year are at the mouth of the 
harbour and I can only imagine they can be held 
there because catamarans (multihull boats) can 
make more speed with less wind than the old  
12 meter yachts.
But during the summer of 1962, America was 
challenged by Australia’s Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron, which arrived with their lovely yacht 
named Gretel.

When we wanted 
Gretel to win

by Charles Pinning
Copy of an article published in a US newspaper,  
the Providence Gazette

We, the common folk, immediately fell in love with 
the Aussies. Was it their happy-go- lucky ways? 
Their general affability when you saw them around 
town? Their accents? Or was it simply the name 
of their boat, Gretel, that conjured up a fairy tale,  
a sweet girl in braids moving innocently into the 
deep, dark forest of American dominance?
The defending American yacht was named 
Weatherly. A clean and windy name, but not  
a personal-sounding one. It sounded like the 
name that was going to win. Again.
So, I guess we were rooting for the underdog  
with the name of a little girl.
The races were held in the middle of September, 
the first on a Saturday. Weatherly won. Nuts. Here 
we go again. But when I got home from school  
on Tuesday – I had just entered the 5th grade –  
my mother was almost in tears.
“Gretel won,” she said. “Little Gretel won!”
The whole town was really dialed in after that, 
waiting for her next victory, which never came. 
Weatherly won the next three in a row and with  
it, the Cup.
But somehow, life never felt the same after that. 
There was hope. The Australians said they’d be 
back, and they were, five more times until in 1983 
with a boat named Australia II sporting its famous 
winged keel, it won the best of 4 series, 4 to 3.
An era had ended. After 132 years and 26 
challenges, America had finally lost the cup.  
I was sitting in my apartment the morning after, 
when I opened the New York Times and read the 
news. I cried. Not for America’s loss or Australia’s 
victory, but for little Gretel who, in my mind, had 
begun the journey that had begun with my own 
childhood. A boat that had inspired me, given me 
hope that things could be different, that I might 
one day go up against the odds, whatever they 
might be, and win.

President and Mrs. 
Kennedy watching  
the America’s Cup 
races in 1962 from  
the U.S.S. Joseph  
P. Kennedy Jr. The 
destroyer, named 
after JFK’s brother 
who died in World 
War II, is now docked 
at Fall River’s Battle-
ship Cove.

The crew of Gretel:  
Bill Solomon, Dick 
Sargeant, Mick York, 
Allan Belyea, Magnus 
Halvorsen, Trygve 
Halvorsen, Rob 
Thornton, Colin Betts, 
sitting Barry Russell, 
celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of the 
America’s Cup 
Challenge. Absent 
Terry Hammond  
Photo, Paul Barbour



Antipodes  
in Antigua...

by Michael Delaney
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Antigua’s number plates have the slogan Land  
of Sun and Sea – a total understatement, though 
perhaps there’s not room to note the 365 pristine 
beaches, surrounding reefs, islands, the towering 
cliffs, impressive mountains, rainforests, fantastic 
harbours and bays on this 25 by 20 mile 
Caribbean jewel.
Against this background, place in excess of  
150 racing yachts from places as diverse as 
Finland, Norway, Poland, Peru, New Zealand,  
and Hong Kong, together with the usual from  
The Netherlands, Great Britain, France, Italy, 
Spain, Bermuda, The Caribbean, and Greece.
Fill these boats with ten to 20 persons on each 
vessel, most of whom in normal circumstances 
are quite nice, intelligent people, but on leaving 
Falmouth or English Harbour, their eyes glaze 
over, they commence frothing at the mouth and 
turn into ‘ocean racers’.
Antipodes, formerly Donnybrook, was located  
by the inimitable Geoff Hill, of merchant banking 
fame, in the corner of a yacht yard in Maine in the 
US after it had a severe altercation with a large 
land mass called the United States, while it was 
doing about 14 knots. Amongst other damage,  
it resulted in the helmsman going through the 
stainless steel wheel. Some hard negotiations 
achieved a very satisfactory result for Geoff,  

and the boat yard carried out sufficient repairs to  
make the boat seaworthy. The boat was trucked 
to Florida and then sailed by a delivery crew to 
Antigua, with a day and a half to spare before  
the first race. 
The racing crew worked like navvies under the  
hot Caribbean sun to unload all the surplus gear 
and equipment, accumulated over eighteen 
months of idleness in the shipyard, locate the 
racing sails, sheets and running rigging, replace 
that which were tatty, remove the cruising rigging 
and replace and endeavour to reset and tune the 
racing rigging.
The sails were hoisted for the first time as the 
boat headed out of Falmouth Harbour to the 
starting line. There were in excess of 20 boats  
in Division One, from the 115 foot Farr designed 
Johanna to a Volvo 60, a round-the-world yacht 
with water ballast. Antipodes was approximately  
in the middle of the fleet on handicap. Our chief 
and starting helmsman was David Witts, a former 
world and national 18 foot skipper and of ex 
Nokia fame. His nerve and skill in manoeuvring  
a 72 foot yacht up and down the line amongst  
the other huge yachts was unbelievable. To  
the chagrin of other skippers his starts were 
terrifyingly good. On one memorable start he 
forced approximately six boats to tack and retreat 
around the end of the line to restart – total chaos. 

Antipodes. 
Photographer:  
Jason Pickering



He inevitably led the races for some distance. 
Indeed the worst finish over the line was third,  
and we finished a number of races in second 
place to the mighty Johanna.
The first race was extremely tough with 20 people 
on the boat, most of whom did not know each 
other from Adam and none of whom had sailed 
on the boat before. It was a matter of great 
interest and speculation as sails were hoisted  
as to what they would look like. The crew was a 
diverse lot from Hong Kong, Singapore, Australia, 
New Zealand, the United States and the UK,  
with names as equally diverse as Wenko, Led, 
Crowbar, Guilty, Hawko and Witty. The older 
gentlemen among the crew, who did not advance 
forward of the cockpit, referred to them as the 
Rock Stars, who, in return referred to the aft 
group as The Old Farts. The ages of the crew 
varied from 26 to 86, average age of 50.6 years. 
The 86-year-old was legendary yachtsman, Syd 
Fischer, part owner of Antipodes, who says he 
intends to keep sailing until he’s 90 (downhill 
mainsail sheet-trimmer el supremo – scourge of 
grinders). Unbelievably the crew jelled over the 
week with great teamwork, no foul ups except 

gear breaking, blocks pulling out of the deck and 
ripping out a number of stanchions on their way 
forward, and a few minor catastrophes. 
The first race was a true test of madness as we 
punched to windward in a 26 knot plus wind  
with short steep seas to five metres under No. 3 
and reefed mainsail. The boat had it all worked 
out, crash off the top of the waves into the 
troughs, go straight through the next wave and 
endeavour to eliminate the crew who were grimly 
hanging on to the life rails. The writer was firmly 
ensconced as far aft as possible and wedged 
under the aft pulpit to prevent ejection off the 
back of the boat as it flipped over the waves.  
The sensation of turning the buoys, hoisting the 
spinnaker and commencing the run down wind 
was unbelievable. There is some dispute as to  
whether we did actually hit 26 knots, however, 
I believe we did, and certainly 22 knots was 
achieved on a number of occasions – faster  
than a Manly hydrofoil.  
The handicap results after the first race saw us 
stunned as we had managed a second place. 
There was a lot more work to do on the rigging 
and sails (starting with the S bending 90 foot 
mast). The crew continued to improve the  
rig during the week, and performed much to 
everyone’s surprise. The 115 foot yawl won the 
first three races, and her crew of North Sail hot 
shots was very confident they would win the 
regatta. We logged another second and a third 
before we won the last four races straight, having 
to defeat Johanna in the last race to win the 
series. We did so.  
The celebrations were a little hurtful, Mount Gay 
Rum being consumed in plentiful quantities. The 
silverware was unbelievable, presented by the 
Governor of Antigua in her resplendent uniform 
and accompanied by her military aide-de-camps. 
The steel bands and music have to be heard to 
be believed. The atmosphere in the old English 
dockyard where Lord Nelson careened his fleet 
was fantastic. The historic buildings are either still 
intact or have been restored. There are also some 
great restaurants throughout Antigua, including 
Harmony Hall, an old converted sugar mill with 
stunning views over the ocean, and Catherine’s – 
a French restaurant with a penchant for serving 
port chasers after double Irish Coffees!
The writer accepted the kind invitation to sail on 
this grand prix racing machine on the basis at my 
age, I may not be asked again – wise decision. 
The giant shamrock on each of the kites said  
it all.
PS Squadron members: “Old Farts” were Geoff 
Hill, Syd Fischer, Stephen Wall, Phil Frost and 
Michael Delaney.
Definition of an “old fart”: someone who thinks 
faster than he can move!

Antipodes with the 
distinctive giant 
shamrock on her kite. 
Photographer:  
Jason Pickering

The crew with the 
hardware
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27ICOYC 
Developments 

by John Stork 
icoyc President

I have been looking back over the last five years, 
when I first became actively involved with the 
ICOYC, and thinking about how far the Inter-
national Council has developed over this time.  
I have also been wondering what it will be like  
in five years’ time.
Each year has seen a steady growth of member 
clubs, with only two leaving as their membership 
was not appropriate. The others have consistently 
reaffirmed their support for the ICOYC concept 
so there are now 27 well qualified members, 
rather than the 16 in 2008. All are leading clubs  
in their own countries or regions, and all have 
found that they share similar problems and 
opportunities, wherever they are in the world. 
They have found there is much they can learn 
from each other.
The International Council is now well structured 
and clear about its immediate objectives and 
which clubs will benefit from membership. The 
main purpose is to facilitate communications 
between the top yacht clubs through worldwide 
Forums, Regional Conferences and informal 
contacts among the leadership groups. As the 
club leaders are always changing, providing  
ways in which they can make formal and informal 
contacts with their peers is a continuing process. 
We have recently been stressing the value of  
Vice Commodores, Rear Commodores and other 
Directors becoming involved with the ICOYC so 
they can make useful contacts early in their time 
at the top.
The worldwide membership of the Council has 
been limited to just 40 leading yacht clubs by  
the Board of Directors. 
We now have a simple but effective organization. 
The Board has approved Vice President 
appointments and new committees so that  
the ICOYC’s activities are much more widely 
devolved. 
Following four years of surveys of Commodores’ 
concerns around the world we now have a 
thorough understanding of the main issues facing 
those who run the top yacht clubs. They are often 
quite similar from club to club and country to 
country, with some interesting regional variations. 
These surveys have helped us set the agendas 
for a series of very successful Commodores’ 
Forums and we are confident that the topics 
introduced in Forums are relevant to the  
majority of clubs taking part. 
The Regional Vice Presidents have held their own 
Regional Conferences in 2011 and 2012. These 

have been much shorter and more focused than 
the Commodores’ Forums, but they have all  
been very worthwhile and enjoyable. They have 
allowed clubs to set up new events, to gain  
wider participation in older ones, or to build  
new contacts among young members travelling 
to other areas. They have led to exchanges  
of experience in a variety of club operating 
situations, such as selecting and running fleets  
of keelboats, developing websites, or club IT 
systems. 
There have been ICOYC Cruises in almost every 
year since 2008 and they have been a great 
success for those who have understood the 
benefits of taking part. I have written separately 
on this subject and would simply add here  
that there were two ideas behind the cruises.  
One was to have an event that was for all the 
individual members in ICOYC clubs, an event  
that was not just for the leadership and so  
was a tangible advantage of membership. The 
other idea was to take advantage of the inside 
knowledge of the host clubs about their areas. 
Anyone taking part in an ICOYC Cruise could 
expect to have excellent experiences that they 
would be unlikely to enjoy otherwise.
We have also introduced completely new 
communications systems to let members and  
the wider world know all that the ICOYC and its 
clubs have to offer. This has led to a new website, 
newsletters, directories and emailing systems. 
There is also a Vice President of Communications 
who can ensure that we do not fail in this task. 
There is no doubt in my mind that the clubs that 
have been involved in the ICOYC have gained far 
more benefit for their members than the cost of 
the modest annual dues. Looking ahead I can 
see that there is much more that the Council  
can do. I am keen that we attract the younger, 
up-and-coming Flag Officers (typically the Rear 
Commodores) to ICOYC events so that they  
can take advantage of membership and make 
contacts that will stand them in good stead in 
subsequent years. The committees, particularly 
the Forums Advisory Committee, can propose 
new ideas and formats so the events in any one 
year are not mirror images of earlier years, and 
yet the key issues  
are still addressed. Some new members will help 
make the International Council fully representative 
of the top clubs in each main area of the world.
In due course there will be scope for the ICOYC 
to lobby in the right quarters for better outcomes 
for its member clubs and the sailors in them.  
We have a really powerful group already, all happy 
to work together (at least most of the time!).  
Who knows where it will go in the future.
My time as President is coming to an end. John 
McNeill of St Francis Yacht Club, San Francisco, 
has been elected by the Board to take over later 
in the year. There are exciting opportunities 
ahead.
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Commodore’s 
Sesquicentenary 
Ball 2012
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Candidate Proposer Seconder

ORDINARY
Assender, Richard J Threlfall A M Milne-Home
Bligh, Allan P W Dulhunty R Purdy
Cameron, Lindsay R T Pearse R Salteri
Cooley, Damien P F Perini R G Lawson
Crowle, Grant  R L Thornton C R Thornton
De Boer, Donald G Hill B D Gould
Dunnet, Benjamin I Knop M Burrows
Eeg, Diane  H B Mchutchison R L Rubensohn
Hamilton, Robert W J Kirkby-Jones S O’Toole
Heller, Josh R Weir D B Fitzsimons
Henry, David Captain C Brook R Potter
Johnson, Charmain C J R Mckillop M Carapiet
Malta, Francisco (Fran) J J Gray R J Tedder
Marr, John (Ross) J C Kemp A M D Grimes
Mcgregor, Fiona M S Mitchell I D Glasson
Meldrum, David J D O’Donnell R Moore
Nash, Ralph I J S Robertson P C Watt
Oakes, Jeremy P E Lowry M G Hutchison
Ohtani, Masanori R A Prater P M Antaw
Pether, Andrew A J Lukas A A Gazzoli
Pizzie, Robert M W Prentice P Haliday
Redfern, Dennis H G Davis G F Pettigrew
Richmond, Mark C C Davidson P C Green
Rogge, Monica M M Knapp E Cassidy
Ryan, Timothy  I Wheen D Seaton
Simmer, Grant D C Griffith D Kellet Am
Smithers, David P Bennett J Auschan
Wakeley, David G D Dinnie J G Love
Williams, Linda J I Mathers S E Bellmaine
Williams, Paul M Prentice B Howard
Wills, David A L Shenstone M M Mclellan
Wills, Elizabeth A L Shenstone M M Mclellan

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron
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Candidate Proposer Seconder

COUNTRY
Mears, John J F Howarth S M McCabe
Steele, Leone D C McKibbin J Ritchie
Vile, Carolyn  D Dwyer D Uther
Williams, Brian J B Currie C G Betts

ABSENTEE
Jones, Howard G J Clark G B Smit
Young, Michael J H Higinbotham J C Conde

INTERMEDIATE
Agnew, Marcus I J S Robertson P W McConnell

YOUTH
Ascroft, Alexander G Wilson A Hoggett
Bishop, Ruby R Littlewood P Thackray
Dawes, Sarah R R Bishop S R Weir
Evans, Mitchell H Torode S Tait
Littlewood, Persia R Bishop M S Lindsay
Londish, Tiffany D P Ward R Small
Moore, Clare R Bishop B J Watson
Olding, Angus C M Watt G J Moss
Weir, Hugo D P Hardy P J F Thackray
Wenban, Morgan M Lindsay M Morris

The following members  
have transferred their 
category:
Country to Ordinary
H Terrett
G Davidson
Ordinary to Country
T Agnew
R Deveson
I Hamilton
N Meling
E Ranson
P Lancken
K Allardice
S Allison
Ordinary to Absentee 
B Murray
A Lukas
C Hein
D Demetriou
J Hakim
M Riddington
J Grace
Absentee to Ordinary
D Salt
The Flag Officers,  
Committee and  
Members extend their 
sympathies to the  
families of those  
recently deceased  
members listed below:
Veeneklaas,  
Justus Hendrik; 
Kerridge, Kay; 
Rees, Thomas Ogilvie;
Kennard, Neville; 
Stening, Guy;   
Weller CBE,  
Sir Arthur Burton; 
Brakell, Jessica Estella;
Morrison,  
Alexander Norbet; 
Fisher, John Albert; 
Finlay, Helene Ann; 
Goldie AM, John Ernest;
Storey, Gwendolyn 
Elizabeth



RSYS Launches Endowment Fund
As mentioned by the Commodore at the Annual 
General Meeting, the RSYS Endowment Fund 
has been set up primarily to provide income and 
capital funds, which will be used to secure the 
long term sustainability of the Club. This includes 
major works for both on and off water activities.  
By underpinning the long-term financial strength 
of the RSYS, we hope to build on our proud 
150-year heritage long into the future, and for 
future generations to enjoy.
A yacht club of our stature carries a huge 
responsibility: to continue to support and 
promote the sport of sailing for generations to 
come. Your support will help to ensure that we 
live up to that responsibility. Contributions can 
be made either in the form of bequests in Wills 
or gifts.
Please contact Mr William Pettigrew, CEO/Club 
Secretary for more information on how you can 
become part of our legacy.
William Pettigrew
CEO/Club Secretary
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron
Telephone: (02) 9955 7171 or 
pettigrew@rsys.com.au

Information 
for Members
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Tender service reminder
Members are reminded that the tender service to  
non-Squadron moorings is available on payment  
of an annual fee. Please contact accounts  
department. 
The tender fee for Members who have a  
Squadron mooring is included in the monthly 
mooring fee. 

Qualification for Senior  
Membership of the Squadron
Clause 20. (a) of the Squadron Constitution 
specifies the requirements for a Member to  
be classified as a Senior Member.
A Senior Member shall be either: 
(i) A General Member who has attained the age  
 of 60 years and whose total years of Ordinary  
 membership of the Squadron exceed  
 30 years; or
(ii) A General Member having not less than fifty  
 years of continuous Membership of the  
 Squadron; or
(iii) Any Member who is a Senior Member of  
 the Squadron as at 7th March 2005.

Apology for Ommission
In the 2012 Annual Report, the yacht details for 
Kahurangi were unfortunately incorrectly listed.
The correct details are:
Kahurangi, AGA208N, R Withers, J Withers, 
Clipper Heritage, 12.8

Members working on boats  
in the pond
Members who intend to work on their yachts in 
the pond are requested to contact the Waterfront 
Manager prior to arrival. Yachts wishing to tie up 
in the pond for more than one day must make a 
booking with the Dockmaster. 
Yachts must not be left in the pond overnight 
without the express permission of the Dock-
master or Secretary. 

Use of Squadron carpark
Members are reminded that the Squadron  
Car Park is for the use of Members when they 
are utilising services and facilities located at  
the Squadron or when participating in sailing 
activities from the Squadron. Trailers are not  
o be stored in the car park. Trailers left in the  
car park without the express permission of  
the Secretary will be towed onto the street.

Use of your Membership Card
Due to instances of fraudulent and incorrect use 
of Membership numbers incorrect charges have 
been made to Member accounts. All Members 
are encouraged to use their Membership Cards 
at the time of purchase and for entry to the Club. 
Purchases and entry without the card may 
require proof of identity. 

Admiral’s Cup Team members
In the Sesquicentenary edition of the ‘Logbook’, 
the names of two members were unfortunately 
missed from the list of those who had crewed in 
the 1967 Admiral’s Cup. Aboard Balandra were 
Peter Hemery and Alexander (‘Spike’) Ross,  
who was assistant navigator to Stan Darling.  
Balandra was a member of the Australian 
winning team at the 1967 Admiral’s Cup which 
also included Caprice of Huon and Mercedes III.
Also, the photo of the 1964 Sydney Hobart Race 
start on page 13 of the ‘Logbook’ was that of 
Cherana, not Freya as captioned.



RSYS Activities
October to  
December

35Emergency vehicle access
Members are requested to keep the Peel Street 
aboveground entry driveway clear at all times. 
Cars parked in any location other than those 
specifically marked will block this driveway.
Emergency vehicles must have access down  
this driveway at all times, 7 days a week.  
Please ensure that this driveway is kept clear to 
allow access for emergency vehicles including 
Ambulance and Fire Brigade vehicles. 
This driveway is the only entry point available  
for emergency vehicles.
Someone’s life may depend upon this driveway 
being kept clear.

Members are requested to  
sign-in guests
It is a requirement of NSW Legislation and the 
Squadron By-Laws that all guests of Members 
must be signed in by the Member on arrival at 
the Club.
Members are requested to assist the Club in 
complying with its responsibilities and thereby 
avoid exposing the Club to fines or other 
disciplinary action by authorities.
Sign in registers are located at all entry points  
to the Clubhouse.

Clarification of visiting, temporary 
Membership and reciprocity
There is a current misconception amongst many 
Members, that the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron 
has Reciprocal Rights agreements with a number 
of clubs interstate and around the world. The 
Squadron does not have Reciprocal Rights 
agreements with other clubs.
The Squadron does have arrangements with 
other clubs interstate and overseas, which  
on presentation of a letter of introduction from 
their club’s Secretary, the Squadron will accord 
them Temporary or Visiting Member status in 
accordance with the Squadron’s Constitution.
The distinction is an important one. Reciprocal 
Membership rights effectively give substantial 
Membership Rights to non Squadron Members. 
The Committee has consistently held the view 
that this level of Membership rights at the 
Squadron should only be conferred upon 
Squadron Members.
The Squadron has an expansive list, for which 
this arrangement is in place. Generally speaking, 
the understanding amongst Royal Clubs and 
yachts clubs interstate and overseas is to accept 
visiting Members in the spirit of friendship and 
hospitality.

October
12  Twilight Sailing Season begins
13 Squadron Grand Buffet
16  Mount Tomah Botanic Gardens Day Trip
18  Discover the Squadron Cellar, Tasting and Dinner
20 Gascoigne Cup
21 Squadron Grand Buffet Lunch
27 Mini Regatta A, No 3
28 Sunday Jazz in CCA

November
2 Friday Twilight “Mexican” Theme
3 Mini Regatta B, No 3
5 New Members Cocktail Party
6  Melbourne Cup Luncheon, Carabella and CCA
10  Morna Cup
10 Squadron Grand Buffet
10-11  AUSPAC Yngling Women’s Regatta
12-16 Spring Twilight Regatta
13  Ladies Twilight Season begins
15  Discover the Squadron Cellar, Tasting and Dinner
17 Mini Regatta A, No 4
18  Squadron Grand Buffet Lunch
24 Mini Regatta B, No 4
25  Sunday Jazz in CCA

December
1 Mini Regatta A, No 5
3  Christmas Dining In Night No 1
4  Christmas Dining In Night No 2
6  Members Christmas Buffet
8 Squadron Grand Buffet
 Mini Regatta B, No 5
9  Children’s Christmas Party
12  Christmas Dinner and Duplicate Bridge Evening
13-16 Sail Sydney
14  Friday Twilight “Christmas” Theme
16  Squadron Grand Buffet Lunch
20 Discover the Squadron Cellar, Tasting and Dinner
24 Christmas Eve
25 Christmas Day – Club Closed
26 Boxing Day, Ferries and Lunch
27-29  Christmas Regatta
31  New Years Eve Dinner, Carabella and CCA

For a comprehensive list of events and their details please consult 
the Members Section of our website www.rsys.com.au



Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2012
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Notes on Card Dates 
1.  BRIDGE CO-ORDINATOR – Members who 
require playing partners should contact Helen 
Huggins 9439 7394.
2.  FIRST & THIRD THURSDAYS – Permanent 
bookings may be made (see note 4). Club and 
Private Tables for Rubber Bridge – 11am. Price 
$35.00 includes sandwich luncheon. On the First 
Thursday in March 2013 a Buffet Luncheon will be 
served in place of the sandwich luncheon. Price 
$65pp. 
An Annual Meeting to be held on the First Thursday 
in June each year, beginning June 2013, replaces 
the meetings which were previously held on a 
quarterly basis.
3.  SECOND & FOURTH THURSDAYS – Club 
Duplicate Bridge – 10.45am for 11.00am. Price 
$35.00, includes sandwich luncheon. Bookings  
are essential (see note 4).
4.  PERMANENT BOOKINGS LIST – Members 
wishing to make permanent bookings for 2013  
are requested to complete the special form for  
this purpose, available from the reception desk.
5.  DINNER, DUPLICATE & RUBBER BRIDGE 
EVENINGS – On the second Wednesday of the 
month from February to December, dinner is served 
in the Carabella Room, a two-course set menu – 
main course, dessert, coffee and chocolates, 
6:00pm for 6:30pm. Price $60pp. Followed by  
an evening of duplicate bridge. Dinner and rubber 
bridge is also offered to those members wishing to 
make up their own parties. Bookings are essential.
Please Note: Cancellations must be made at  
least 24 hours prior to the function (not including 
weekends) otherwise the number originally booked 
will be charged. 

Item  Price
Squadron Cards & Envelope – Blank $  4.50
Squadron History Book Volume 2 $ 13.50
Squadron Pennant Label  
Car/Boat Stickers  $  3.00
Squadron Buttons – Small $  6.40
                       Medium $  6.60
                      Large $  7.75
Squadron Lapel Pin  $  5.00
Sesquicentenary Lapel Pin  $  10.00
Squadron Cap Badges $ 27.00
Squadron Cuff Links   $ 25.00
Squadron Sunglasses Strap  $ 15.00
Squadron Caps   $ 25.00
Squadron Wide Brim Sun Hat $ 20.00
Squadron Navy Sweatshirt  $ 90.00
Squadron Navy Jumper V Neck  $120.00
Squadron “Wooly Pully” Woollen Jumper  $160.00
Squadron Adjustable Bow Tie  $ 41.00
Squadron Self-Tie Bow Tie $ 65.50
Squadron Silk Tie  $ 72.00
Squadron Ladies Scarf $ 65.00
Squadron Belt  $ 67.00
Henri Lloyd Mens Polo  $  75.00
Henri Lloyd Mens Long Sleeve  
Fast Dry Shirt   $  85.00
Henri Lloyd Womens Polo  $  75.00
Henri Lloyd Vest   $120.00
Henri Lloyd Cap   $  25.00
Cooler Bag   $  26.00
Squadron Waterproof Sailing Bag $125.00
Ladies Nautica Polo Shirt $ 52.00
Mens Nautica Polo Shirt $ 69.00
RSYS Playing Cards  $ 35.00
RSYS Bridge Scorers   $ 15.50
RSYS Burgees  –  6˝ x  9˝  $ 30.00 
  – 10˝ x 15˝ $ 30.00 
 – 12˝ x 18˝  $ 35.50 
 – 14˝ x 21˝  $ 40.00 
 – 16˝ x 24˝ $ 41.00 
 – 18˝ x 27˝  $ 41.00 
 – 24˝ x 36˝ $ 44.00 
 – 30˝ x 45˝ $ 83.00

Prices include GST

Descriptions and  
images are available in 
the Members Section  
of the website  
www.rsys.com.au

October
18 Rubber
25 Duplicate
November
  1 Rubber
  8 Duplicate
15 Rubber
22 Duplicate
29 Teams
December
  6 Rubber – Christmas Buffet
13 Duplicate
Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 10 October
Wednesday 14 November
Wednesday 12 December – Christmas Dinner


