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Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast  – Monday to Sunday 7.30am-10.30am
Lunch – Monday to Friday, A la Carte Brasserie Style 
Menu, 12.00pm to 2.30pm
Saturday and Sunday BBQ Menu, 12.00pm to 4.00pm
Dinner – Saturday, Limited A la Carte Brasserie plus  
BBQ Menu, from 5.00pm
Due to the popularity of the new facilities, bookings are 
recommended and may be made through Reception on 
ph. 9955 7171
Carabella Dining Room
Lunch – Monday to Friday from 12.00pm, seated by 
2.00pm, A la Carte, 
Sunday from 12.30pm-2.00pm, Buffet 
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6.30pm, seated by 
8.00pm, A la Carte, 
Saturday – Squadron Grand Buffet
Members please note that the traditional Saturday evening 
Buffet has been replaced by a Grand Buffet which is held 
on a monthly basis. Bookings are now being taken for the 
Grand Buffet in the Carabella Room.
The Grand Buffet will be held in the Carabella Room on  
the 2nd Saturday of each month.
Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday – 12.00pm to 9.00pm
Sunday – 12.00pm to 5.00pm

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone in attendance of the telephone  
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct  
information is given and received, that Member inquiries 
(reservations for restaurants, bridge, functions, events  
or accommodation) are made during reception hours.  
The House reception is manned Monday to Friday from 
8.00am to 6.00pm and on Weekends from 9.00am until 
5.00pm
For urgent business outside of these hours please ask  
to speak to the Manager on Duty.

Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that all areas within 
the Clubhouse are smoke-free zones. Receptacles for 
extinguishing cigarette butts are placed at entrances to  
the Clubhouse. 

Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage: Smart casual dress is 
acceptable. Jeans, sneakers and sailors in sailing gear  
are welcome.  
Carabella Dining Room:
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long trousers, shoes 
and socks. Although not necessary, most gentlemen prefer 
to wear a jacket.
Children: Under the age of 12 years, and in the company  
of an adult, are expected to dress in an appropriate 
manner. Jeans and sneakers are not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company of a member 
are permitted in the Clubhouse between Monday and 

Friday. Children of all ages in the company of a member, 
are welcome during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron By-Laws the names and addresses of Member’s 
Guests must be entered into the Guest Register on arrival.
This is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs Act 
which allows for significant penalties for non compliance.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs Act that  
a Guest must remain in the reasonable company of the 
Member and not remain on the Club premises any longer 
than the Member.

Accommodation
HOUSE ROOMS
Seven furnished House rooms some with breathtaking 
views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes walking distance to 
Sydney rail and ferries. All apartments are decorated  
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht club 
burgees. Members and their guest can enjoy full use  
of the Squadron’s service and facilities.
WATERFRONT APARTMENTS 
Five fully furnished serviced apartments with Harbour 
frontage, only minutes walking distance to Sydney rail  
and ferries. All apartments are decorated with nautical 
memorabilia and international yacht club burgees. 
Members and their guests can enjoy full use of The 
Squadron’s services and facilities. Disabled access  
to the apartments is not available.  
DEPOSITS: A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
nights room rate whichever the lesser) per room, per stay, 
is necessary at the time of booking (This deposit maybe 
transferable to another date provided written notice is  
given 14 days in advance and approved by the Secretary). 
A full list of rooms and rates are available from the 
Members Section of the website www.rsys.com.au

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of Mobile Phones  
is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. This also includes 
the Careening Cove area, Terrace and Shellcove Room as 
well as the Clubhouse, Carabella room and Bars. Please 
advise any staff member if you are made aware of any 
breach of this regulation.
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Royal Sydney Yacht  
Squadron Annual  
General Meeting
13 September 2010
Speech by  
Commodore Bill Wood 

Welcome to the 148th Annual General Meeting of the  
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron.
The past year has been a difficult one for all concerned 
with the running of our Club.
I mentioned at the last AGM, after announcing a strong 
result that we must not breed complacency for what lay 
ahead for the Squadron in these tumultuous times.
I indicated the trend for increasing security maritime license 
insurance, workers compensation expenses, cost of goods 
sold and capital borrowing costs. 
I am pleased to say that the staff of the RSYS under the 
management of Andrew McIntyre has done a tremendous 
job in maintaining the high level of services that our 
members expect and at the same time controlling 
expenditure and costs.
The management of all areas of the operations have a 
positive attitude to care for our members.
There is a feeling of enthusiasm that permeates throughout 
all areas of the club.
Many times I have mentioned that we are a not for profit 
organisation.
This creates a balancing act of managing costs and 
maintaining quality for our members. We are a private club 
where members expect a level of service that is second  
to none.
The pleasing thing about the past 12 months has been the 
attitude of members and the support they have given to 
various Squadron functions throughout the year.
The majority of these functions were booked out well in 
advance.
Unfortunately we could not cater for all members, however 
it is pleasing to see members using their Club.
As I said last year, the Squadron is many things to many 
members – 
• A Sailing Club 
• A boat yard with hardstanding and mooring facilities 
• A number of restaurants from fine dining to casual  
 brasserie 
• A place to stay when in town.
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Your General 
Committee 
together with Sub 
Committees and Squadron 
Staff have worked very hard over the past 12 months 
to satisfy as many members and their guests as 
possible.
I can genuinely say that I rarely receive many complaints 
and that the overwhelming number of letters and emails 
are thankyou notes of appreciation.
SAILING:
The Squadron completed another successful season  
on the harbour with over 130 boats competing in 8 
divisions.
On Saturdays, it seems that the harbour is becoming 
more and more popular and congested. The Squadron 
takes its responsibility to use the harbour safely and in 
conjunction with other users seriously.
To this end we continue to consult and work with 
harbour authorities and other users of the harbour  
to ensure the safety of our sailors.
Twilight sailing continues to grow in popularity both  
on Friday and Tuesday nights and this past season  
we had a record 104 yachts entered on Friday night.
The Squadron held 15 regattas this past year including 
State Championships for Etchells, Dragons, Sydney 38, 
Folkboat and Yngling Classes.
The Farr 40 Australian Championship and the Sydney 38 
Australian Championships.
Our normal sailing program would not be possible 
without our dedicated team of volunteer race officials.
Once again the Squadron supported the Stepping Stone 
House Regatta. The weather was perfect with a steady 
nor-easter of 10 to 12 knots and blue skies.
I would like to thank all members who gave up their time 
and their boats to assist this worthy charity.
Our Youth Sailing Program had another successful 
season with 100 youth participating in the program.
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The Youth Sailing Camp at Point Wollstonecraft, Lake 
Macquarie, proved again to be a great success with  
71 youth sailors participating.
This October marks a 50 year milestone for the Youth 
Sailing Program. This demonstrates the success of the 
Youth Program and it only seems like yesterday that myself 
and a few of the members here tonight enrolled in the first 
scheme in 1960.
HOUSE
The house operation for the past year has experienced 
many changes. We were in a stage of disruption initially  
as the new Careening Cove Anchorage was developed. 
Many members have commented to me on the magnificent 
facility that has been created.  
The Friday night twilight sailors for one, I know, appreciate 
the upgrade from the old garage.
The Committee has spent a large amount of time 
monitoring the sales volume in all dining areas and 
examined the question of whether we should close dining 
areas in slow periods. This is difficult to achieve without 
losing permanent staff and being able to offer consistent 
levels of service.
The decision to date has been made to provide a full 
service to all members. Many clubs have gone the other 
way and closed facilities. The committee believes that this 
approach runs the risk of a club losing its heart, especially 
with a club like the Squadron, where members use the  
club for a multitude of reasons.
Much is being done however, to control expenses in the 
food and beverage operations. New IT systems have  
been introduced, inventory control and rostering systems, 
to assist in managing the most efficient utilisation of 
resources.

MEMBERSHIP
The Squadron lost 134 members off the Membership 
Register during the year. Of that 107 resigned, many of 
whom stated changes to their financial situation and the 
global economic crisis as a primary reason for their 
resignation.
At the same time 91 members joined the club.
Members should remember that some of the best new 
members are those who have sailed with you over the years.
BOATSHED
There is a strong demand and indeed a waiting list for 
hardstanding of yachts. To attempt to shorten the waiting 
list we have relaid the yard storage to allow more boats  
on the hardstanding. This does restrict the area of the 
boatshed, however the Boatshed Committee is confident 
that the service will not be affected.
Due to the harsher OH&S and Environmental issues,  
we have restricted the type of work we take on in the 
Boatshed.
We are concentrating on quick slips, anti-foul, electrical 
minor repair work and the provision of fuel to Members 
only.
In concluding my report I would like to say that there is an 
air of excitement gathering as our 150 year sesquicentenary 
gets closer.
I would also like to thank all members who have sat on 
committees, volunteered their time organising and running 
events and those who have supported the club with their 
patronage.
I would like to make a special vote of thanks to my fellow 
committee members and Flag Officers who have given  
me outstanding support throughout my term in office as 
Commodore.
Finally, I would like to thank our Secretary, Andrew 
McIntyre, the club management and staff for their loyalty 
and contribution to the successful running of our club.

Royal Sydney Yacht  
Squadron Annual  
General Meeting
continued
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Squadron hosts  
a cliff hanger
by Chris Harper

The NSW Yngling Championships were held on the 6th and 
7th of November in very mixed conditions.
Rain, rain and more rain on the first day with mixed results 
except for the model of consistency Miss Pibb helmed by 
Hamish Jarrett who scored 2nd in each race. 
Gary Wogas, sailing Karma a long time 16 FT Skiff and 
Yngling sailor scored 1st, 3rd and 4th somehow equalling 
Hamish with a drop.
Young Jordan Reece an almost full time sailor and up and 
coming champion match racer recorded a victory in Race 2 
along with Michael Nash, a veteran with class and 
distinction in the 3rd race.
Day 2 saw much better sailing conditions and the fleet 
tightened up with top mark roundings within seconds of 
each other. Champagne racing.

Miss Pibb 4th, 1st and 3rd and Karma, 2nd, 3rd and  
1st continued their battle throughout the day.
Then to complicate matters Evie sailed by Karyn Gojnich 
(Olympian, Nations Cup winner, say no more) entered the 
battle with a1st and two 2nd’s.
This led to a count back decision as Hamish Jarrett and 
Gary Wogas were tied on equal points, but as they say in 
the classics “there can only be one winner” and Gary rose 
to the top and was victorious.
Karma   10 points
Miss Pibb  10 points
Evie   11 points.
The Yngling Class would like to thank the volunteers who 
stood the rain and gave up their time to hold the event.

Miss Pibb, skippered by defending  
State Champion Hamish Jarrett  
finished second on a countback.  
Photo: Kylie Wilson,  
positiveimages.com.au
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Evie, helmed by Olympic sailor Karyn Gojnich, leads Karma (Gary Wogas) in a heat of the International Yngling  
NSW Championship. Karma went on to win the title on a countback, Evie a close third. 



4

Junior/Youth Sailing 
50th Anniversary 
1960 – 2010
by Margaret Houston

Well, what a wonderful day, after months of preparation 
Sunday 31st October 2010 arrived. The day was a huge 
success. People gathered in the Careening Cove room 
from 9am sharing lots of stories and catching up. Among 
those gathered, 30 were joyfully reunited from the 1960’s 
and unfortunately another 20 were unable to attend. The 
Organising Committee received over 400 hundred replies 
and the Club excelled in providing a great range of food, 
wine and a Jazz Band too. 
David Bray kindly displayed his ‘Jubilee’ for all to reminisce! 
There is talk of a RSYS Team getting together to compete 
in the next ‘Huntingfield Cup’ at Pittwater in January/
February!
At 11am, the Official Ceremony was held in the  
Main Dining room with speeches from 
Commodore Malcolm Levy, Commodore 
Bill Wood, Marj Coleman (whose father, 
Commodore John Freeman initiated the 
Junior Sailing Program) and our current 
Youth Captains, Jess Crocker and 
Augustine Zaininger. The speeches  

were enormously entertaining. After the cake cutting we all 
gathered around the flag pole for a group photo. We were 
treated to cupcakes with white chocolate sails which went 
down a treat!
The younger sailors in the crowd were well entertained  
with the bouncing Twister game and sausage sizzle, while 
others gathered for a good ol’ chin wag for lunch in the 

Careening Cove Anchorage. Carl Ryves took 
groups for a whiz around the harbour in his 
motor launch (a few coming back a tad 
wet!) while Chris Harper and Glen Madsen 
took loads of wonderful photos.
The Memorabilia Room delighted every-
one throughout the day with so much 
history gathered from the past 50 years! 
Appreciation is extended to RSYS Hon. 
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Archivist Mr Peter Bradford for his efforts in assisting the 
Organising Committee with Youth Sailing history.
The day would not have happened without the wonderful 
organisation of Margaret Houston and her Committee; 
Rene Chapman, Alan Reece, Marj Colman, Malcolm  
Shaw, Nikki Shannon, David Carment and Jan Harper.
The event was supported by J P Morgan. The Moth  
sail was kindly donated by Arthur & Barbara Dreverman.  
A huge thank you to all the Staff at RSYS and all the 
volunteer Meet & Greet teams on a superb job.
So many wonderful stories, so many happy faces!
There will be a DVD made of the day, to purchase it  
email juniorsailing50th@gmail.com
Here’s to the next 50 years!
Happy Sailing…
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Andrew York wins Dragon  
NSW Championship on countback
5-7 November 2010
by Peter Campbell

York, a former Australian Laser dinghy 
champion and two-times America’s Cup 
crew member (Advance in 1983 and 
Kookaburra in 1987) is in only his second 
season in the Dragon class while Whitnall returned to 
racing Dragons on the Harbour this weekend after a break 
of 12 months.
York set a cracker pace, starting with two wins on Friday 
and a third first place, along with a second and a ninth,  
on Saturday. This placed Wizzardry on 5 points with one 
discard after five heats, while Taranui was on 15 points  
with a scorecard of 5-5-4-3-3 at that stage of the regatta.
Whitnall threw down the gauntlet with a win in the first race 
on Sunday and followed this with two seconds to level  
the score after York had placings of 3-7-5. Carl Ryves  
in Sidewinder finished a close third on 22 points with a 
scorecard of 2-2-1-10-2-2-11-3.
In addition to York, Whitnall and Ryves, other heat  
winners were Liquidity (Richard Franklin & Damien Hannes), 
French Connection (Anthony Armstrong) and Linnea  
(Sandy Anderson).
“I crewed with Gordon Ingate in Whim when we finished a 
close second to Nick Rogers in the Prince Philip Cup on 
Sydney Harbour in 2009 and really got the taste for sailing 
Dragons,” York said after his State title win. 
“I bought this 13-year-old Petticrow boat and have put 
many hours into improving the systems, 70 hours alone  
on setting up a jib tacking system which I believe is better 
than those on the latest Dragons.
“With Matt Ramerley joining Craig and I this season, we 
have done a lot of training, in particular with ‘changing 
gears’, using runner and mainsheet tension to maintain  
the boat’s angle of keel as the wind strength varies.
“This team work paid off in the first two races last Friday 
when the wind was down to 10 knots and up to 15 knots. 
We didn’t get good starts but we worked our way up 
through the fleet to win both races.
“We let Matt come close to us today, but at the end of the 
day our team work paid off in winning our first State title,” 
York added. 

Andrew York, skippering Wizzardry, has been awarded the 
International Dragon NSW championship on a countback 
after he and Matt Whitnall, at the helm of Taranui, finished 
equal on points at the end of the eight heat NSW 
Championship.
Taranui came from behind to level with Wizzardry in 
Sunday’s final three races, but with three firsts to Taranui’s 
one win, the countback went to Andrew York and his crew 
of Matt Ramaley (mainsheet) and Craig Young (bow).
The Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron conducted the regatta 
over the extended weekend with two races sailed Friday, 
three on Saturday and the final three on Sunday in a wide 
range of conditions on the harbour, from a ‘lottery’ on 
Friday to perfect weather for the final day.
The championship is a significant event as a lead-up for the 
strong New South Wales contingent entered for the Prince 
Philip Cup and the World championship for the evergreen 
Dragon class on Melbourne’s Port Phillip in early January. 
At least eight of the crews who contested the States will  
be going south.

Matt Whitnall helming Taranui
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Photo: Kylie Wilson, positiveimages.com.au
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Whitnall was also pleased with his 
performance over the regatta. “Our  
worst race was a fifth and we went close 

to having three wins today in perfect Sydney Harbour 
conditions – easterly winds, blue sky, big run-out tide and 
fair winds all day,” Whitnall said.
“In contrast, Friday’s racing was a lottery and Saturday was 
also light and flukey with racing across the ferry lanes from 
Taylor’s Bay to Point Piper, then the wind clocked east for 
the last race. This caught out those boats trying to repeat 
the feats of banging the right corner and left them far behind.
“The PRO, Ian Kingsford-Smith, did a really superb job  
on the start boat, using the black flag each day after one 
general recall to ensure the recalcitrant skippers were kept 
in check,” Whitnall added.
Whitnall described his return to the Dragon class racing on 
Sydney Harbour as an exciting lead-up to the international 
racing on Port Phillip, hosted by Royal Brighton Yacht Club.
“After not racing on the harbour for 12 months against all 
the local boats, we noticed a few old hands who are new 
to the class, such as Roger Hickman, adding great value to 
Wolf Breit’s campaign with Shapes. They were fourth over 
the weekend and showed great potential each day,” he said.
“The new Petticrows have speeded up this fleet by a few 
minutes and the racing is very close, with the Sydney fleet 
now at 10+ boats each Saturday. This is adding to the 
development of the class nationally as owners are turning 
over boats a lot faster.”
At least six Sydney fleet owner’s are taking their Dragons 
down to Melbourne for a Pre-Worlds Regatta at Royal 
Brighton Yacht Club on 4-5 December, with Andrew York 
planning two extra weekends of training on Port Philip.
Leading Russian Dragon sailors Mikhail Muratov and his 
wife Olga White, who sailed prominently in the Prince Philip 
Cup in Sydney in 2009 and again in Perth this year, are 
preparing for the World Championship by competing in  
the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. They have teamed 
up with champion ocean racing yachtsman and recently 
recruited Dragon crewman Roger Hickman in chartering 
Vamp, a well-performed Corby 49 for the 628 nautical  
mile ocean race.

Michael York helming Wizzardry with crew, Matt Ramaley 
(mainsheet) and Craig Young (bow)
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Photo: Kylie Wilson, positiveimages.com.au
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Women Celebrate 
Sailing
by Karyn Gojnich

The number of women participating in sailing at the 
Squadron has grown substantially from the late 60’s when 
Marjorie Coleman and her all girl crew from the Jubilee 
yacht Triton, and Pat and Joyce Warn were the among  
a small group of women racing with RSYS on Saturdays.
In 2004 a number of women went out sailing on a red 
Adams Ten, Hang Ten, working out how to sail. They all 
had a vague idea, but wanted a programme to teach them 
to sail, something equivalent to the RSYS Youth Programme 
and the Ladies of the Sea (LOTS) programme was born.
At around the same time Bruce Gould proposed a Tuesday 
twilight series and the two have worked very well hand-in-
hand. LOTS provides the training and Tuesdays provide  
the experience. Women have bought boats, raced on 
weekends, joined the club, sailed during the week, raced 
offshore, joined the Oxford University Sailing team and 
sailed all over Europe. 

A group of LOTS graduates suggested a function to bring 
together women “off the water” to share their experiences 
and at the same time raise money to put back into 
women’s sailing development at RSYS and the training 
boats used by LOTS. The idea was quickly embraced by 
women from all areas of the club, Saturday racers, RSYS 
cruise sailors, Tuesday and Friday night twilighters and 
LOTS graduates. The result was the Women Celebrate 
Sailing night in late July that saw the Carabella dining  
room filled to capacity to celebrate the many achievements 
of women sailing with the Squadron.
I had the honour of being MC for the night. It was my 
pleasure to introduce just a few of the many women  
behind the rich history of women sailing at the Squadron.
Fiona Herbert from the Yngling class took us through the 
trophies contested by Women at the Squadron. All six 
winners of the Jan Rowed Trophy, overall winner of the 
Tuesday night twilight series celebrated with us. The trophy 
was named after Jan from the sailing office who lost her 
long battle with cancer in 2006 and was an avid supporter 
of Women’s sailing.
The Lady Helmsman Trophy was introduced in 2009 for  
the Yngling Tuesday night spinnaker division. Joyce and 
Patricia Warn donated the Yngling half model for this 
division enthused by LOTS graduates who wanted to use 
spinnakers, whilst being supported by willing experienced 
sailors from the class.
Robyn Grosvenor donated the “Sirocco” Trophy, the tiller 
from the Australian boat that won the Yngling World 
Championships in Sydney in 1996. It is awarded to the 
highest placed women’s crew at the Yngling National  
titles, held in December each year.
Two new trophies have been introduced for the 2010/11 
season for a mini-series within the main Tuesday twilight 
series. The Gypsy Moth IV Trophy for the non spinnaker 
division. It was donated by the crew of Swish and is the 
original starboard winch from the Gypsy Moth IV sailed  
in Sir Francis Chichester's solo journey round the world  
in 1967.  
The Warns sisters, Joyce and Patricia who started their 
long sailing career in Bluebirds, moved onto Dragons and 
later into Ynglings inspired The Bluebird Trophy for the 

All six winners of the Jan Rowed Trophy Sandy Lawson of Rapunzel, 
Jackie Taylor of Allegro, Debbie Davidson and Rene Chapman of 
Jackie Clare, Kristina Brenke and Katrina Rodman of Gaia, Val 
Prentice of Swish, and Penny Scardifield of Cavatina.

From left to right:
Jill Roxburgh presenting the Gypsy Moth IV Trophy  
to Gwenyth Taylor.
Robyn Grosvenor and the “Sirocco” Trophy with Karyn 
Gojnich and Fiona Herbert. 
Lady Helmsman Trophy – Yngling half model presented  
to Helen Impey (Karma) and Louise Tillet (Pourquoi).
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Yngling spinnaker division. The trophy was designed by  
Jan Harper from Crackerjack and donated from the 
proceeds of this dinner.
Both trophies were presented to Gwenyth Taylor 
representing the sailing committee.
The night was an opportunity to hear about the past. 
Marjorie Coleman took us back to the early days of the 
youth program in the sixties, to the days when the Careening 
Cove Room did not exist and women were not allowed in 
the bar. The night was also about the future. Skippers  
were introduced and crews looking for boats were able  
to connect. Overwhelmingly the night was an opportunity 
to celebrate the past, catch up and exchange experiences,  
and to plan what will be next on the sailing horizon.
Thanks must go to the many members of the Organising 
Committee who helped make the night possible as well  
as the generous contributions of prizes from members.  
A huge Yngling photograph was displayed in the bar and 
components were sold off to upgrade and refit the LOTS 
training boats. Donations were collected, entertainment 
sourced, decorations organised, seating plans juggled, 
balloon raffle tickets sold, sail training and days on  
the Harbour auctioned. There was even a knot tying 
competition with the most creative knots judged by our 
LOTS instructors. Funds raised are now going back into 
supporting women sailing at the Squadron. 
Personally I was humbled by comments from members 
“My late mum Eileen would be extremely proud”, “I wish  
my mother could have been here to see this”. It was a 
special evening that I look forward to celebrating with  
you all again next year. Thank you to everyone involved  
for making it such a success.
Organising Committee
Ingrid Aiken  Alexia Biggs
Cheryn Croker  Caroline Findlay 
Fiona Herbert   Jan Harper 
Robin Horton  Louise Redfern 
Lynne Flynn   Marian Flynn 
Margie Gallagher   Karyn Gojnich 
Sally Pixley   Jane Recny 
Jill Roxburgh   Genevieve Slattery
Gwenyth Taylor  Melissa Taylor



10

ICOYC Newsletter – 
September 2010
by John Stork  
ICOYC President

This edition of the Newsletter describes 
the really successful 5th Commodores’ 
Forum in Perth, Western Australia last 
March. All the yacht clubs in the Council 
have now had CDs with the full Proceedings. 
Summaries of the most useful sections of the Forum will 
gradually appear on the website during the coming months.
It was in Perth that the Board also took a number of key 
decisions affecting the future of the Council.
There will be regional Conferences of Commodores of 
Council clubs in London and San Francisco early next year 
to which we are also inviting other major yacht clubs that 
may attend the 6th Forum in Seattle in September 2011. 
The main purpose of the meetings are to identify key 
agenda topics for Seattle Yacht Club to use as a basis  
for the worldwide Forum, but the Conferences will also  
give us the opportunity to summarize many of the useful 
conclusions from the discussions in Perth, and to introduce 
the benefits of ICOYC membership to a wider circle.
We maintained the policy of only having the leading, well-
established clubs in each region as members and agreed 
not to seek rapid expansion of the Council. The Board  
set a limit of 25 member clubs at the present time and 
indicated that it was unlikely that there will be more  
than 30–35 suitable members in the medium term.  
A Nominations Committee was established to review  
each application, and is currently considering three new 
possibilities. Membership is likely to increase to 20 yacht 
clubs in 2010.
The earlier decisions about reciprocal relationships were 
reaffirmed. Indeed the topic was taken off the Forum 
agenda as it is not part of the ICOYC’s remit. Each  
member club has its own reciprocal policies and ICOYC 
membership does not affect these. On the other hand, 
some of the personal contacts made between Flag Officers 
at Forums have led to new reciprocal links and there is  
now talk about how younger members from different 
Council clubs can co-operate – we will be interested in  
any suggestions.
Since the Forum in Perth, John McNeill, Staff Commodore 
of St Francis Yacht Club, San Francisco, has been 
appointed a Vice President with responsibility for American 

club relations (North and South, he says) 
and for communications. A profile of  
John McNeill follows in the newsletter –  
he has become a good friend and is a 
great supporter of the aims of the ICOYC. 
In North America John is supported by  

Jim Burns, Past Commodore of Royal Vancouver Yacht 
Club, while Kim Lorenz is taking time off as Commodore 
(Designate) in Seattle. Kim continues to chair Seattle Yacht 
Club’s Commodores’ Forum group.
As Communications are so central to the ICOYC we  
have formed a Communications Committee to develop  
the function and we wish the new team well. I am also 
delighted to report that the leading club website developing 
and hosting company in the USA – Clubessential –  
has agreed to sponsor the Council’s site and related 
communications resources, such as our e-mailing systems. 
Barbara Holder in Vancouver will continue to manage and 
edit the website, but she is now spared from learning all 
the detailed intricacies of the ‘Joomla’ website language. 
She has done a great job against all the odds.
While the primary purpose of the ICOYC has been to 
provide the senior Flag Officers and General Managers  
of the leading yacht clubs with opportunities to share 
experience and resolve common issues, we have also 
sought ways to help the individual members develop  
their international contacts.
One route for developing international links has been 
through the ICOYC Cruises, managed by one of the clubs, 
using their local knowledge in their local waters, and open 
to all members of all the clubs in the Council. We have 
recently had a brilliant example of this with the Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Squadron’s ICOYC Cruise in the Bay of 
Islands. There was quite a fleet of yachts, mostly chartered, 
and enough extra people involved to justify chartering a 
square rigger as the mother ship for the cruise. This proved 
to be a master stroke and we all had a wonderful time as 
can be seen in the report in the newsletter. We are now 
looking for suggestions for other ICOYC Cruises in 2011 
and subsequently.
Do keep in touch. And I hope you are having – or have had 
– a good season on the water.
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Sydney 38OD NSW 2010 
State Championship 
29–31 October 2010
by Steven Proud

The Squadron hosted the Sydney 38OD NSW State 
Championship for the second year running over the last 
weekend in October. The Sydney 38OD is a strict one 
design class yacht designed by Murray Burns Dovell and 
built in Nowra, NSW by Sydney Yachts. The boats are 12 
meters in length and carry nine or ten crew. The Class has 
strict sail limitations, crew weight limit and owner/helmsman 
rules to make “around the cans” competitions such as the 
recent state titles a true test of the talent and skills of the 
crews. The series comprised 9 races over 3 days with all 
races counting in the final score.  
The boats have also proved to be successful ocean racers 
under the IRC rule. Sydney 38OD’s were 3rd and 4th in IRC 
overall in the 2009 Rolex Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. 
Indeed, Sydney 38OD’s often form 10% of the total fleet in 
major offshore races on the east coast. Tough little ocean 
racers and fun around the cans too, a great combination. 
Friday, the first day of the competition started out with 2 
hours of “hurry up and wait” as the fleet of 10 competitors 
waited a mile off Manly for the breeze to arrive. The north 
east sea breeze finally filled in and settled sufficiently for the 
race committee to get the fleet away for the first of 3 races 
at 1 o’clock. The 8 to 12 knot breeze and fairly flat seas 
made for close competition. Outlaw, owned by Alan and 
Tom Quick dominated, winning all 3 races but with most of 
the fleet finishing within 3 or 4 minutes of the leader in each 
hour long race there was always contention over the 
finishing order.
The fleet again headed out off Manly on Saturday, but with 
more breeze racing got away on time at 11 o’clock for 3 
more races. With the breeze up to about 20kts and quite  
a big “bump” on the sea, the crews had their work cut  
out keeping the mark rounding’s tidy and under control. 
The competition was again tight with most boats finishing  
2 or 3 minutes behind the leader. Outlaw again did well  
with a first and 2 seconds, but the other podium positions 
on the day were taken by 5 other boats. Robin Tedder’s 
Stonybroke moved up the standings with a first and a third.  
An overnight southerly change brought 20 to 25kts offshore 
and rough seas resulted from the new breeze mixing with 
the leftover north east swell from the previous two days. 

None of the competitors complained when the race 
committee decided to run the final 3 races in the Harbour. 
Flat water and plenty of breeze made for even closer 
competition. Fighting for every centimeter of advantage 
downwind in Sydney 38OD’s makes for exciting sailing 
when the breeze is up. These boats are prone to get the 
“death rolls” where the inevitable conclusion is a massive 
unintentional gybe, if pushed just a little too hard. Only 
seconds separated most of the competitors, providing 
exciting racing for everyone including the race committee 
who had to call some close finishes. Outlaw managed a 
first and a second but Gordon Ketelbey’s Zen won the  
day with a first, a second and a third. 
Racing over the 3 days was without any of the mishaps 
that can occur when the crews’ adrenaline is up and  
boats are racing often only centimeters apart. Fair racing 
was enabled by Principal Race Officer, Rob Ridley from  
the RSYS Sailing Office assisted by Ian Kingsford-Smith  
and a team of volunteers from the Squadron. The Race 
Committee did an outstanding job in setting fair courses 
and start lines.  
In their first one design regatta outing, Sally Warneford’s 
Thirlmere finished 6th in the placings including 2 thirds in 
individual races. A really commendable achievement in 
tough competition against crews who have been sailing 
these boats for years. Afterwards, Sally said “I must say 
that for our first one design regatta, the Thirlmere team  
had a great time. We really enjoyed the close racing on  
the water and the friendliness of the crews on the dock 
after the day’s racing”
The series winner, Alan Quick said “The guys on the water 
did a brilliant job getting the races away over the series,  
I enjoyed it immensely. The performance of our crew was 
incredible, the best I’ve ever sailed with. There was not 
much difference in boat speed between the boats; it was 
all about getting around the corners.”
The series was won by Outlaw on 20 points, then Zen  
on a count back from Stonybroke, both on 31 points.
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Piranha for breakfast –
Myths of the mighty 
Amazon
by Mike Ramsden

The river is big – almost beyond belief, but some of the 
myths about the mighty Amazon sink in its chocolate-
coloured waters as you sail deeper into the vast jungle basin.
Plenty of hazards can be found in a system so large it 
could cover the whole of Australia, but forget the B-movie 
stuff of being swallowed by a giant anaconda, swept-off  
by swarms of malarial mosquitoes, or having your bones 
picked clean by piranha fish.

The Amazon is a super-highway. Ocean-going ships can 
navigate from the Atlantic almost to the Andes. Two-
thousand km inland, rickety river-side Indian houses on 
stilts give way to a city of 2-million-plus people boasting 
one of the world’s top opera houses.
Soon after sailing through the river’s immense portal (its 
opening is 330km across) you might see New Zealanders 
tossing flowers into the brown water, a gesture in memory 
of iconic yachtsman Sir Peter Blake, for them still a figure of 
the sea as Everest conqueror Hillary was for the mountains. 
He was murdered on his yacht here in 2001.
He had been up-river doing environmental research for  
the Jacques Cousteau group and as we sailed past there 
was an opportunity to talk with Jean-Michel Cousteau  
who knew him well. The conversation tended to dissolve 
another Amazon myth, namely about its pirates who are 
apparently not in a class to ransom your supertanker. 
“These were cheap thieves who would have been satisfied 
with a few cameras and watches,” said Cousteau.
“His shooting is a tragedy which never should have 
happened”.
We are bound for the city of Manaus and the sheer enormity 
of everything around us promotes wonderment and awe. 
The river here is 50 fathoms deep and 50km across, the  
far shore barely visible. In the wet season, its width can 
reach 190km. This is unquestionably the world’s largest 
river if not the longest at 6937km. Brazil scoffs at Egypt’s 
claim the Nile is a smidgeon longer. Seventeen of its 
tributaries are more than 1-thousand miles (1600km) long 
and its outflow in one day is more than England’s Thames 
in a year. Silt swirls 200km out to sea. 
Brazil’s role in the world economy improves on the strength 
of the Amazon basin and its riches.  
The rubber boom disappeared  
when the British took the industry  
to the more-accessible Malaysian 
peninsula but mineral development 
and new projects are growing  
in busy river-side towns. Only a  
quarter of the rain-forest plants have 
so far been investigated for future 
medicines, the scientists tell us.
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The rubber barons wanted an opera house and could 
afford the best back in the colonial 18-nineties. The style  
of the Teatro Amazonas is lavish Italian renaissance, gilt and 
red velvet, imported marble and hand-painted tiles from 
Portugal. Audiences applauded the great voices of the era. 
These were truly champagne days – its consumption in 
Manaus was the highest per-capita in the Americas.
Sadly, sitting alone in that enormous jungle basin with no 
roads to take you there, today it is an ugly city. A busy 
waterfront shuttles workers to river settlements around the 
clock. A small run-down zoo offers a chance to see some 
of the jungle predators close-up. It is maintained by the 
Army to help acquaint the special squads sent out on 
emergency rescue missions (like saving downed fliers) with 
the snakes and jungle cats they can face. A man-crushing 
boa constrictor coils around a tree branch above several 
caimans, alligator look-alikes, in a pool below. In a nearby 
pond a pair of anacondas lie quietly in the shallows. Rarely 
do they exceed eight metres, hardly the thirty-metres of 
legend, although remains of huge prehistoric snakes have 
been discovered. The restless jaguars and pumas pace 
their enclosures. Both are great climbers and swimmers.
First-time visitors to the Amazon are reluctant to dip a  
toe in the muddy water. But the odds of being nipped or 
stripped by piranha fish are probably no worse than the  
risk of shark attack Downunder. According to Jean Michel 
Cousteau there are more than 5-thousand species of fish  
in the river, more than in the neighbouring Atlantic Ocean, 
and  while bull sharks have been caught in its uppermost 
reaches, biggest risk in some shallow areas comes from 
stingrays, nicknamed by the locals “Wish You Were Dead” 
fish, due to the pain of their sting. But although not all its 

varieties attack, the piranha remains 
notorious.
In a jungle-fringed backwater, near an 
Indian family in a dug-out doing the 
same, we fished for piranha on hand-
lines early one morning. They are only 
small, about the size of an average 
bream, but have a jutting lower jaw 
topped by razor teeth. They snatch 
the bait with such ferocity you flinch if 
you think of those teeth biting a piece 

of your rear-end! Small as they are, it is comforting to let 
the Indian guide take them off the hook. So, we turned 
tables on the piranha, fried and ate them – for breakfast. 
Our Indian friend grinned later that they are known to his 
people as “the Viagra of the Amazon”.
With its never-ceasing five-knot flow under our keel, we  
slid down-river stopping at indigenous villages where the 
kids appear out of the rain-forest dressed as warriors or 
dancers, carrying monkeys, reptiles, even sloths to show 
us. A last salute to Peter Blake, and we finally return to the 
Atlantic. The chocolate water around us does not become 
blue until the following day. Astern, the super super-highway 
of the Amazon goes quietly about its business. 
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A family Lycian jaunt
Story and photos  
by Trevor and  
Maggie Joyce

Take two teenaged females out of their comfort zone, pack 
them with their mother and a few ‘older folk’ like sardines 
into a fully loaded Boeing 747, fly them for 24 hours to 
Istanbul and directly on to Marmaris and you’ve already  
got two seriously scrambled young women. 
It’s time to board the yacht to go sailing. Much of Sarah’s 
(their mother) childhood was spent in Greece and she is 
returning for the first time in twenty four years. We check 
out the yacht, drag on the baggage, have a meal at the 
marina restaurant and hit the sack.
Dawn arrives with a deep ruby blush and as we are not  
yet functioning on ‘Turkish time’ we are awake early so we 
decide to set off at 6.00am. Our yacht has five cabins, five 
heads, air-conditioning, two fridges, ice-maker, gen-set, 
hydraulic winches, all the latest navigation toys, and a  
100 HP engine for power in this sometimes windless part 
of the world. Pure heaven!
Our first port of call is Ekencik, access to the mouth of the 
Dalyan River and the iconic Lycian cliff tombs. Proclaimed  
a World Heritage Listed site to protect the nesting grounds 
of a rare turtle it has escaped becoming the site of an 
extensive hotel resort. 

Next day we sail close-hauled on a gentle 12 knot breeze 
into the Gulf of Fethiye and Skopea Limani, the jewel in the 
cruising crown in this part of Turkey. Entering the enclosed 
waterway through a tiny opening we cruise 
by three options for the evening anchorage 
before deciding on Kape Creek, with a 
swim stop along the way of course. Ismail, 
our newest best friend owns the only 
restaurant in Kape Creek and seats us for 
dinner at a table set on a small stage over 
the bay.
Tersane Creek, Tomb Bay, Deep Bay and 
Sarsila Cove are anchorages in the same 
waterway. We spend the next day drifting 
from one to the next in search of our next 
dinner venue. We chose the Nomad restaurant on Tomb 
Bay where we also climb to one of the tombs, but there 
was no one there to tell us the story. 
Then we cross the gulf to Fethiye, which seems to have 
little going for it from a distance. The original town was 
flattened by the earthquake in the 50’s after which it was 
rebuilt without time or money for aesthetics. However we 
discover a warren of narrow streets alive with merchants, 
restaurants and, after dark, a collection of bars and night 
clubs.
A little further south-east we pull into Aquarium Bay, or 
Karacaoren in Turkish, lured by a rickety structure with 
restaurant written on the front, which obviates the need for 
that dreadful ‘cooking on board’ exercise. Authentic oven 
baked bread and Turkish cuisine makes its way to our 
table, as does Osman who tells us that our plan to walk up 
to Kayakoy the next morning is not wise. “Is for you too big 
mountain”, he says, “I take you in my car is for 8 people 
good”; and he did but would not accept any payment.
The historical novel, “Birds Without Wings” by Louis de 
Bernieres was apparently inspired by this town and tells  
the story of Kamal Ataturk’s purging of foreigners from 
Turkey after WW1and the subsequent British backed  
Greek invasion. Kayakoy was a mix of Turkish, Greek and 
Armenian inhabitants, which was devastated by the forced 
evacuations and left deserted. Walking through the streets 
is a ghostly experience. We return to our yacht feeling very 
humbled and truly lucky.

Jewel in the cruising crown, Skopea Limani

From left to right:
Lycian tomb in the bay
Kayakoy devastated by forced evacuations  
and left deserted
Yachts moored in Kalkan
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We then take the big hop around the notorious seven 
capes to Kalkan. First impressions dissolve and on closer 
inspection we find narrow streets peopled by gentle 

merchants plying their wares. In the 
evening we recline oriental style at an 
excellent, reasonably priced rooftop 
restaurant. 
Luana tackles the night time shopping 
scene. Pretty soon she’s onto something 
she wants to buy but she doesn’t have  
the cash and its closing time. “Take for 
you and to pay tomorrow. I see to your 
eye you will come back”, the shopkeeper 
says and she does and Luana has had  
her first encounter with Turkish generosity. 

She and Rani are also in charge of the boat ‘kitty’ so they 
are learning the currency business as we travel.
They are now swimming where there is no bottom to be 
seen, being towed behind the boat while underway and 
diving underneath the keel of the yacht at anchor; all big 
confidence steps forward. Luana has also dispensed  
with her makeup bag of cosmetics – for which we are  
all thankful. 

The ten mile leg to Kas (pronounced Kash) starts off on a 
glassy sea but a breeze line appears and we set up to sail. 
It builds to 20 knots and our less than fleet footed cruiser  
is romping along at 7 plus and its 
champagne stuff… unless you are 
Luana who loves rough water “but  
not on a boat that isn’t standing 
upright”. The sailing gets the thumbs 
down and we head for Kas Harbour 
where in no time at all we are 
savouring cocktails at the bar set 
upon the sea wall overlooking both 
the harbour and the sea. Kas is  
a friendly town. Many summer 
inhabitants are holiday makers; 
carpet shops and good local 
restaurants abound. We finish the 
night in a club with a glass floor 
revealing a roman well beneath.
After a day of rest the island of Kastellorezo beckons 
across the 3 miles of water separating this lone Greek 
outpost from the Turkish mainland. A mandatory swim stop 
in stunning indigo water and into the harbour where the 

Kastellorezo harbour
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same Vangelis who tied us up 10 years ago again 
welcomes us to Europe.” For you I have special lobster”, 
(as he did 10 years ago) –“just is fresh today”. Sarah bursts 
into emotional tears as her feet touch Greek soil and the 
strains of the bouzouki drift across the bay which was also 
the setting for the movie, Mediterraneo. 
By now the boat “kitty” is becoming a World Bank exercise 
with transactions in New Turkish Lira, Aussie dollars and 
Euros complicated by loans from the float and credit card 
transactions. Luana is the designated treasurer and she 
has her Excel spread-sheet to sort the mess. But we do 
need an ATM soon! 
Leaving Greece next day we make for Kale Koy, in Kekova 
Roads. The hamlet on the calm turquoise bay is a gaggle 
of cottages, doubling as shops during the summer. Yachts 
are moored to finger wharfs protruding from restaurants at 
the water’s edge, gulets rest at anchor in the bay and from 
the crusader castle overlooking the scene one can clearly 
see the submerged ruins of what the book says is the 
ancient city of Simena. It’s all a bit surreal. 
Surrealism is compounded next morning as we drift along 
the opposite shore of Kekova Roads, the enclosed 

waterway created by the island of Kekova. Viewing the 
sunken remains of an unnamed ancient city visible above 
and below the waterline as we drift through the warm 
crystal clear water is amazing. We tow Luana and Rani on 
a trailing rope before once again dropping the pick while 
we swim ashore to a beach where yet another imposing 
ruin awaits inspection - this must have been the top end  
of town 2,500 years ago. 
After a final stop in a key-hole of a bay called Karaloz on 
the island of Kekova we head to Finike. The girls are in the 
water faster than a couple of sea otters in an oyster lease 
and had it not been for the five or six other yachts already 
there we would have ranked it 12 on a scale of 10. 
Next day at Finike we sadly climb aboard the bus for 
Antalya, with its ancient port of Kalichi where we spend a 
couple of nights ashore in denial of the reality that we are  
at the end of our family holiday. We vow to return sooner 
rather than later - including our teenagers who never once 
asked where the disco was.
The Lycian Coast Yacht Rally will follow this route in 
September 2011. Call Mariner Boating Holidays for more 
information.

Kale Koy from the Crusader Castle

Left: Kekova Roads bread delivery
Above: Crystal clear waters of Kekova Roads
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This year Rozetta Payne and Kristen Kosmala, took a 
detour from their usual sailing endeavours, and teamed  
up to take on the challenge of the Hawkesbury Canoe 
Classic (HCC). The (HCC is an annual 111km night paddle 
from Windsor to Brooklyn down the Hawkesbury River.
The event raises money for the Arrow Bone Marrow 
Transplant Foundation and funds medical research into 
blood and bone cancers, such as Leukaemia. 
With 12 weeks to the event, Rozetta and Kristen set them-
selves the goal of setting a new K2 Womens Class record. 
Kristen currently holds the record which she set back in 
2008 racing with ex-Australian representative, Kate Heeley.

Phase 1 – the boat.
Getting down the river would require a boat. After 
scowering the available second-hand kayak market a 
pristine Masque K2 kayak was found and moved from its 
home in the Shire to its new training grounds of Narrabeen 
Lakes. The Masque is fast but also unstable, and it’s 
especially unstable when the girls’ combined weight is  
less than 2/3rds of the craft’s ideal crew weight.
Modifications were made to the boat to help improve the 
stability and make it easier to paddle. This involved:
•  Shifting the footplates aft, because it was found that  
with their weight distribution in the correct place neither  
of the girls could reach the footplates. 
•  Lowering the seats and adding ‘training wheels’ in the 
form of weights under the seats to lower the centre of 
gravity, and improve stability

Phase 2 – training
Blissfully naïve about the skill and strength required to race 
a K2 kayak 100+ kilometres, Kristen and Rozetta jumped 
all-in to the challenge ahead. Their first paddle saw them 
clear only 50 meters before their first swim in the bitterly 
cold winter waters of Narrabeen Lake. It was only then  
that the full enormity of the challenge set in. Undeterred, 
they set themselves a more intensive training schedule to 
try and make up the difference. After all, what they were 
experiencing was nothing compared to the challenges that 
people suffering from blood and bone type cancers deal 
with every day.

Spurred on by the fact that they were participating in this 
event for a greater cause, Kristen and Rozetta practically 
moved into the Manly Warringah Kayak Club on Narrabeen 
Lake and started early morning training sessions each 
weekday morning. On the water before 6 am, in the dark 
and cold, pushing themselves through drill after drill, and 
getting back into the kayak after each capsize and swim 
until they could keep the boat upright. They were soon 
ticking off small milestones – 1km without swimming,  
3 km without swimming, and within two weeks, the ability 
to paddle 15 kilometres in wind and side-chop without 
capsizing. They knew, however, that if they were to break 
the record they would need to drastically improve their 
speed and build up stamina to tackle the 100+ kilometres. 
Weekend paddles were added to their training regime, 
starting with 25km paddles that quickly extended to 50km 
(four full laps of Narrabeen Lake). Advice from experienced 
paddlers was relished, as technique was going to be very 
important in maintaining the average speeds necessary to 
break the record, conserve energy, and stay upright when 
fatigue would eventually set in during the early hours of the 
morning after racing for 9 hours.
With the date of the event fast approaching, they decided 
that a familiarization session on the Hawkesbury River 
could be attempted. They were confident that they had  
the skills to deal with the inevitable wash from people 
water-skiing and wakeboarding on the river. The change  
in scenery of the Hawkesbury was most welcomed, but  
the enjoyment was tarnished by a scary encounter with  
a wakeboard boat passing at full speed and maximum 
wake, just metres from the bow. This became known as 
the ‘tsunami’ moment, and ploughing through the shoulder 
height wave caused an unplanned but unavoidable 
Hawkesbury River swim. Luckily, Luke from the Waterways 
police was in the vicinity. He made sure they were ok, 
caught up with the perpetrators further down the river, and 
returned to report to them that he’d issued a multitude of 
fines for various offences. More swims did occur due to  
the strong eddies at some of the large, shallow bends of 
the river. Learning to relax and let the boat twist with the 
currents was an important lesson for surviving the night 
paddle. They found that the eddies literally caused the 

Taking on the 
Hawkesbury Canoe 
Classic
by Rozetta Payne
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Taking on the 
Hawkesbury Canoe 
Classic
continued

kayak to corkscrew  
as if someone had 

flicked a stick on top of the water. 
It was after one such episode, when getting back into the 
boat, that one of the highlights of the campaign was 
experienced. A family graciously allowed them to use their 
private sandy beach to empty the water out of the kayak. 
During this time, the youngest daughter, who they guessed 
was about 9 years old, asked one of the best questions: 
“What do you do when one of you gets a ‘wedgy’ –  do 
you have a plan to deal with it?” Only out of the mouths  
of babes could one be made to laugh so hard.  
This was the final long training paddle before the following 
weekends Hawkesbury Canoe Classic. 
Phase 3 – the event!
The weather forecast for the night of the HCC looked 
dismal. The event registration and scrutineering at Windsor 
was heralded with storm clouds and skirted by thunder  
and heavy rain showers. Of concern to both of them was 
that a strong southerly was predicted to come through at 
about midnight. Kristen and Rozetta were scheduled to 
start in the final start group at 6pm and would be chasing 
down all the other paddlers between Windsor and Brooklyn 
in their attempt to achieve a time of about 9½ hours to 
beat the record. They knew that such a strong change 
would severely limit their ability to finish the race.
Despite the rain showers and smoke from burning-off 
around Wisemans Ferry, the waters were relatively flat  
and the girls were strong and of high spirits.  

Rozetta and Kristen found the first 20 km the hardest 
mentally as they fretted about the weather and questioned 
why they were doing this craziness. Again, it was the 
support of family and friends, and feeling passionate about 
the cause they were supporting that gave them strength. 
This resolve was to be tested to the limit as the race 
progressed. At the second checkpoint the all clear was 
given with regards to the weather, but both 
Rozetta and Kristen were suffering from 
unexpected and severe cramps in their  
legs and buttocks. Several stops to the 
mudflats were needed in order to massage 
and stretch so that enough leg-drive  
could be generated to keep the boat from 
capsizing. At their second physio stop, they 
accepted that the record would no longer 
 be achievable, but were still excited by the 
fact that because the weather hadn’t closed 
in there was still the chance to finish. As they 
charged on towards the finish for the next 10km, the water 
was glassy smooth, the phosphorescence was amazing, 
and there was still no hint that the waters would soon turn 
into ‘Armageddon’ within 14 kilometres of the finish.   
A significant psychological milestone in the event is getting 
around the sweeping bend at Spencer: as this heralds  
the final stretch to the finish. On going around the bend, 
the river widened and simultaneously the full force of the 
southerly was met head on. The temperature dropped and 
waters roughened. The girls capsized and much energy 
was used in swimming the boat to the shore, standing in 
knee-deep mud and then getting back in. At that point, the 
check-point boats were at regularly decreasing intervals – 
5km, 4km, 3km, 2km and so forth. They decided that it 
was just a matter of staying close to the shore and getting 
to the next checkpoint - there was only one way and  
that was head on into the waves and towards the finish. 
Progress was made in 10-20 stroke intervals: stroke, stoke, 
stroke;  brace; settle and then keep going, focusing only  
on the 50m ahead and getting to the next checkpoint.  
They paddled more than 10 kilometres in that way before 
the tide turned and the conditions further deteriorated. 
The final hurdle of the journey was to cross the river between 
Bar-Point and Mangrove Island. They always knew it was 
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going to be a challenge because it would require paddling 
broad-on to the waves. Until this point Rozetta and Kristen 
had surpassed any conditions that they had encountered in 
their training. They turned the corner but just couldn’t keep 
the boat upright, luckily capsizing while still close into the 
shore. By that stage the tide had turned and they grabbed 
hold of a jetty as the tide ripped them back towards 

Spencer. As they prepared to pull the boat 
up on the shore they made the difficult 
decision to withdraw from the race, and 
sat wrapped in their space-blankets on a 
jetty until the rescue boat arrived to take 
them to the finish. The rescue boat took 
quite some time as there was plenty of 
people in worse trouble, being pulled from 
the water exhausted, in inappropriate 
clothing and suffering from hypothermia. 
The River was promptly closed and many 
paddlers had to end their journey at 

Spencer. The time on the wharf provided good time to 
reflect upon their efforts, laugh about some of their on-river 
encounters through the night, and cheer on other people 
as they battled their last 2½ kilometres to the finish. 
When Rozetta and Kristen arrived at the finish they received 
a hero’s cheer from the crowd. There was general disbelief 
that they had made it as far as they had in a K2 kayak  
with the weather conditions. It wasn’t quite how they had 
wished to finish this endeavour but they consoled them-
selves with the fact that some things happen beyond their 
control – i.e. the weather. 
Rozetta and Kristen plan to take on the Hawkesbury  
Canoe Classic again next year. They want to thank the 
RSYS members who supported them and now have  
10 months, giving themselves a break to recover, before 
getting stuck into preparations for next year.   

Melbourne Cup



New Members

The following members have 
transferred their category:

The Flag Officers,  
Committee and Members 
extend their sympathies  
to the families of those 
recently deceased  
members listed below:
Reid, Ian Thomas 
Ryan, Patrick George
Rossi, Theo Richard 
Wilson, Neville Arthur
Disney, Allan Percival
Prior, Michael 
Salteri AC, Carlo

Absentee to Ordinary
M Duly

Ordinary to Absentee 
V Alexanderi

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below to 
membership of the Squadron:
Candidate Proposer Seconder

ORDINARY

Barlow, Stephen James L N S Hill L Geddes

Bowker, Paul M C Solomons R J Tedder

Croker, Cheryn G L L Taylor M A Houston

Flynn, Lynne G L L Taylor M Flynn (no relation)

Gardner, Peter M I Anderson D Griffith

Hamilton, Ian Andrew J F Howarth L E Taylor

MacDiarmid, Bruce M J Williams S Mowbray

Scolaro, Vincent M S Lindsay G P Richard

Savill, Denis D G Gaunt R T Gain

Sullivan, Hazel G L L Taylor J A Curra

Trevillion, Todd D Ritchard R M Hammond

Walker, Rodney G Blom D Smith

COUNTRY

Lyons, Thomas A J Mullan W O Maher

ABSENTEE

Kinstler, Keith M C Smith S H Tracy

INTERMEDIATE

Bennett, Jean D Ritchard G Boyd

Stanton, Kenneth D W J Chapman A W Amer

YOUTH

Clarke, Adam N A P Beck J I Mitchell

Clarke, Matthew N A P Beck J I Mitchell

Dickson, Brianna E G Miller D G Turnbull

Morris, Madeleine B Fursman A Flick

Field, Benjamin P Bourke G Wilson

Mitchell, Patrick P McConnell B Hodgkinson

Kornman, Madeleine A Metcalf D Rosenthall
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Fort Denison Cellar
We are always surprised to find Members who have not  
yet discovered our Fort Denison Cellar and the excellent 
wines it offers to Members.
The temperature controlled facility showcases some of  
the world’s greatest wines that have led to the Best Club 
Restaurant Wine List Award in Australia. The Fort Denison 
Cellar is open to Members and their guests Monday  
to Saturday 9am to 5pm. The Cellar can be accessed  
outside of these times by contacting the Duty Manager.  
For a personalised tour please do not hesitate to call  
Will Pettigrew, Sommelier and General Manager Operations 
on phone 9017 0156.

Squadron Wins ‘Best Club Wine List in Australia’
Gourmet Traveller Wine Magazine has voted the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron wine list The Best Club Wine List 
Award in its recent wine list of the year awards. Facing  
stiff competition from some of Australia’s most prestigious 
Private Clubs, RSYS also went onto collect ‘3 Goblets’  
for the list. This puts the list in the ranks with Rockpool, 
Tetsuya’s, Bilson’s and Berowra Waters.
“… a floating-gin-palace list with outboard-runabout mark-
ups to provide members with an extensive international 
range of value-for-money choices.
In other words, it’s a list that caters perfectly to the needs 
and demographics of its membership, as every good club’s 
wine list should.”
The full review and article can be viewed on The Gourmet 
Traveller website http://gourmettraveller.com.au

Qualification for Senior  
Membership of the Squadron
Clause 20. (a) of the Squadron Constitution specifies the 
requirements for a Member to be classified as a Senior 
Member.
A Senior Member shall be either: 
(i) A General Member who has attained the age of 60  
 years and whose total years of Ordinary membership  
 of the Squadron exceed 30 years; or
(ii) A General Member having not less than fifty years of  
 continuous Membership of the Squadron; or
(iii) Any Member who is a Senior Member of the Squadron  
 as at 7th March 2005.

Careening Cove Anchorage –  
Celebrating 15,000 meals

Careening Cove Anchorage Website now available for 
information on menus, hours of operation and special 
events. Please see www.rsys.com.au

Tender service reminder
Members are reminded that the tender service to  
non-Squadron moorings is available on payment of fee. 
Please contact accounts department. 
The tender fee for Members who have a Squadron mooring 
is included in the monthly mooring fee. 

Apology 
To Maggie Joyce for omitting to give photo credit for article 
The Italian Job, Issue 3, pages 6 to 9.
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Squadron aerial photograph
Purchase your own memento of the Squadron.
A 10.x12. colour print can be purchased from the cellar. 
We can post at standard postage prices to your destination 
of choice. A lovely gift for overseas Members or their 
friends.
Members price 
$60.00
Please contact 
Reception on 
9955 7171

Use of your Membership Card
Due to instances of fraudulent and incorrect use of 
Membership numbers incorrect charges have been made 
to Member accounts. All Members are encouraged to use 
their Membership Cards at the time of purchase and for 
entry to the Club. Purchases and entry without the card 
may require proof of identity. 

Clarification of visiting, temporary 
Membership and reciprocity
There is a current misconception amongst many Members, 
that the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron has Reciprocal 
Rights agreements with a number of clubs interstate and 
around the world. The Squadron does not have Reciprocal 
Rights agreements with other clubs.
The Squadron does have arrangements with other clubs 
interstate and overseas, which on presentation of a letter  
of introduction from their club’s Secretary, the Squadron  
will accord them Temporary or Visiting Member status in 
accordance with the Squadron’s Constitution.
The distinction is an important one. Reciprocal Membership 
rights effectively give substantial Membership Rights to  
non Squadron Members. The Committee has consistently 
held the view that this level of Membership rights at the 
Squadron should only be conferred upon Squadron 
Members.
The Squadron has an expansive list, for which this 
arrangement is in place. Generally speaking, the 
understanding amongst Royal Clubs and yachts clubs 
interstate and overseas is to accept visiting Members  
in the spirit of friendship and hospitality.

Use of Squadron carpark
Members are reminded that the Squadron Car Park is for 
the use of Members when they are utilising services and 
facilities located at the Squadron or when participating in 
sailing activities from the Squadron. Trailers are not to be 
stored in the car park. Trailers left in the car park without 
the express permission of the Secretary will be towed  
onto the street.

Emergency vehicle access
Members are requested to keep the Peel Street 
aboveground entry driveway clear at all times. Cars parked 
in any location other than those specifically marked will 
block this driveway.
Emergency vehicles must have access down this drive- 
way at all times, 7 days a week. Please ensure that this 
driveway is kept clear to allow access for emergency 
vehicles including Ambulance and Fire Brigade vehicles. 
This driveway is the only entry point available for 
emergency vehicles.
Someone’s life may depend upon this driveway being  
kept clear.

Members are requested to  
sign-in guests
It is a requirement of NSW Legislation and the Squadron 
By-Laws that all guests of Members must be signed in  
by the Member on arrival at the Club.
Members are requested to assist the Club in complying 
with its responsibilities and thereby avoid exposing the  
Club to fines or other disciplinary action by authorities.
Sign in registers are located at all entry points to the 
Clubhouse.

Members working on boats  
in the pond
Members who intend to work on their yachts in the pond 
are requested to contact the Waterfront Manager prior to 
arrival. Yachts wishing to tie up in the pond for more than 
one day must make a booking with the Dockmaster. 
Yachts must not be left in the pond overnight without  
the express permission of the Dockmaster or Secretary. 



January – March 2001
January
8 Squadron Grand Buffet
12 RPEYC Wednesday Series recommences
14 RSYS Friday Twilight Series recommences
15 RSYS Summer Series commences
20 Discover the Squadron Cellar
26 175th Australia Day Regatta
27 Summer Twilight One Design Regatta
29 Mini Regatta B – No 5

February
1  RSYS Tuesday Ladies Twilight Series  
 recommences
6-10   Hardy Cup U25 ISAF Grade 3 Match  
 Racing Regatta
12   Squadron Grand Buffet
12 RSYS Milson Memorial Cup
17 Discover the Squadron Cellar
18-20 F40 Australian Championship
20 RANSA Regatta
23-26 F40 World Championship
26 Mini Regatta A – No 5

March
3 Stepping Stone House Regatta
5-6 Audi Sydney Harbour Regatta MHYC  
 including Mini Regatta A – No 6 and  
 Mini Regatta B – No 6
12 Squadron Grand Buffet
15 Final Tuesday Ladies Twilight Series Race  
 and Prizegiving
17 Discover the Squadron Cellar
18 Friday Twilight – Lady Helmsman Race
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Squadron crested goods

Item  Price
Squadron Chocolates  $ 19.90
Squadron Adjustable Bow Tie  $ 41.00
Squadron Belt  $ 51.00
Squadron Buttons – Small $  6.40
                                 Medium $  6.60
                                Large $  7.75
Squadron Cap Badges  $ 27.00
Squadron Caps   $ 25.00
Squadron Wide Brim Sun Hat $ 20.00
Squadron Cards & Envelope – Blank $  4.50
Squadron Cuff Links   $ 25.00
Squadron Gift Wrapped Address Book $ 14.50
Squadron History Book Volume 2 $ 13.50
Squadron Ladies Scarf  $ 65.00
Squadron Lapel Pins  $  5.00
Squadron Navy Jumper V Neck  $120.00
Squadron Navy Sweatshirt   $ 90.00
Squadron Pennant Label Car/Boat Stickers $  3.00
Squadron Self-Tie Bow Tie  $ 65.50
Squadron “Wooly Pully” Woollen Jumper  $160.00
Ladies Nautica Polo Shirt  $ 52.00
Mens Nautica Polo Shirt  $ 65.00
Squadron Silk Tie  $ 57.00
Squadron Sunglasses Strap   $ 15.00
Squadron Waterproof Sailing Bag $125.00
R.S.Y.S. Playing Cards  $ 30.00
R.S.Y.S. Bridge Scorers   $ 15.50
R.S.Y.S. Burgees  –  6” x  9”  $ 30.00 
  – 10” x 15”. $ 30.00 
 – 12” x 18”  $ 35.50 
 – 14” x 21”  $ 40.00 
 – 16” x 24” $ 41.00 
 – 18” x 27”  $ 41.00 
 – 24” x 36” $ 44.00 
 – 30” x 45” $ 83.00

Prices include GST

Descriptions and images are available in the Members 
Section of the website www.rsys.com.au

For a comprehensive list of events and their details 
please consult the Members Section of our website 
www.rsys.com.au

Activities
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Wednesday  9 February
Wednesday  9 March
Wednesday 13 April

An early dinner served in the Carabella Room consisting  
of a two-course set menu – main course, dessert, coffee 
and chocolates.
6:00pm for 6:30pm dinner
$60.00 per person

February

  3 Rubber 

10 Duplicate

17 Rubber

24 Duplicate

March

  3 Rubber

10 Duplicate

17 Rubber –  
 Quarterly Meeting & Buffet Lunch

24 Duplicate

31 Teams

April

  7 Rubber 

14 Duplicate

21 Rubber 

28 Duplicate

Notes on Card Dates 
1. BRIDGE CO-ORDINATOR – 
 Members who require playing partners should contact  

Helen Huggins 9439 7394.

2. FIRST and THIRD THURSDAYS – 
 Permanent bookings may be made (see note 4).  

Club and Private Tables for Rubber Bridge – 11am. 
Price $30.00 includes sandwich luncheon.  
On the Third Thursday in March and the First Thursday 
in June and October 2011 (after the Quarterly Meeting), 
a self serve Buffet Luncheon will be served in place of 
the sandwich luncheon. 
Price $55.00.

3. SECOND and FOURTH THURSDAYS – 
 Club Duplicate Bridge – 10.45am for 11.00am.  

Price $25.00 includes sandwich luncheon.  
Bookings are essential (see note 4).

4. PERMANENT BOOKINGS LIST – 
 Members wishing to make permanent bookings for  

2010 are requested to complete the special form  
for this purpose, available from the reception desk.

5. DINNER, DUPLICATE AND RUBBER  
BRIDGE EVENINGS – 

 On the second Wednesday of the month from February  
to December, a two-course dinner, with coffee and 
chocolates, in the Carabella Room at 6.30pm, is 
followed by an evening of duplicate bridge. Dinner and 
rubber bridge is also offered to those members wishing 
to make up their own parties. Bookings are essential.

 Please Note: Cancellations must be made at least  
24 hours prior to the function (not including weekends) 
otherwise the number originally booked will be charged. 

Information for Members

Dinner & Duplicate Social 
Bridge Evenings 

Card Players Calendar 2011


