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RSYS Annual Cruise 
by Electra Dow

It was a lucky group of youth sailors who managed to find 
experienced sailors and parents brave enough to endure 
young people for a week during this year’s annual RSYS 
Cruise. As one of these young people, I can say without 
doubt that it was one of the best weeks of our lives. For 
some, such as the winning crew of Another Day, it meant 
being constantly amused and enlightened by the wisdom  
of super skipper Ross Littlewood. For others, such as 
Jaidan Stevens and Timothy Newman, it meant resorting  
to sail bags for making beds, a sacrifice they were more 
than willing to make for the experience of sailing with 
Gordon Ingate on his 38th Cruise. 
It was a week of varied sailing, with some days being 
incredibly windy and scary, while others were so devoid of 
wind that boats actually began to move backwards. It was 
a chance to experience some difficult sailing, and learn 
about sailing boats other than Lasers and Elliotts. We also 
enjoyed playing around in the dinghies, whether it was on  
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a search for phosphorous or to take Cameron Taylor  
for a swim in his bright yellow speedos. Cruise was also 
a great opportunity to socialise, such as at the RPAYC 
dinner or the Spit Roast at the Basin. Night-times made 
for lots of fun, with raft-ups between Irish, Caboose, 
Another Day, Soundtrack, and of course, Mulgannon 
with our second mother Jenni Brown. On more than one 
occasion, we were serenaded with the beautiful sounds 
of Lachlan Taylor playing the bagpipes, before heading 
below deck to partake in some of the most intense 
matches of Articulate! known to mankind, causing many 
fights to arise between Eloise Littlewood, Grace Farrell 
and myself. Cruise 2009 was an incredible week of 
sailing and fun, and we hope to return next year and  
for many years to come. 
A huge thanks to the Cruise Committee for organising  
it, and to the courageous adults who took us!

From left to right: Eloise Littlewood, Cameron Taylor, 
Timothy Newman (2008-09 youth captain), Jaidan 
Stevens, Lachlan Taylor, Emily-Jane Recny (2008-09 
youth captain), Grace Farrell, Electra Dow
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The National Bank International Youth Match Racing 
Championship was held at Royal New Zealand Yacht 
Squadron in Auckland on the 11th-15th February 2009 
with eight teams fighting for the trophy, including four 
teams from Australia two of which were teams from  
the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron. The Squadron was 
represented by 17 year old helmsman Jordan Reece and 
his team of Kathleen Stroinovsky, Jessica Pollard and  
Tim Newman and a second team, helmed by myself, along 
with Jye Murray, Nicholas Howe and David Chapman.  
Day one kicked off with a keen northerly breeze which 
made conditions exciting for competitors and spectators 
alike! Both Royal Sydney teams had a successful day 
putting us on equal 3rd with four wins. 
The conditions were at the top end of the scale for day  
two racing on Waitemata harbour. Gusts of up to 24knots 
and a strong outgoing tide made pre-starts difficult and 
many teams struggled to lay the pin. Jye Murray who was 
on mainsheet suffered an injury during a gybe in the trying 
conditions and required medical assistance. We were 
pleased to see him back with us only missing two races. 
Despite this our team sailed well with strong boat handling 
skills, good speed upwind and good risk management 
secured our place for the semi finals. Unfortunately Jordan 
Reece just missed out on semi finals by one point. 
Our final day of racing was close. The first pre-start saw 
Auckland local Adrian Short starting with a penalty, which 
he carried for the first upwind leg. However, by getting  
out of tide Adrian was able to cross just in front at the top 
mark, and extend to complete his penalty on the finish  
line. In the second race Adrian forced us over the start line.  
He led around the course and finished with a comfortable 
margin. Our team ended up 4th overall. Jordan Reece had 
a good battle with Jay Griffin from the Cruising Yacht Club 
of Australia putting him in 6th place. 
I would like to thank our coach David Adams for all his 
support and my crew Jye, David and Nick for a fantastic 
effort! Thank you to the Squadron Yacht Racing Foundation 
for their support to attend these fantastic youth regattas. 
Finally thank you to Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron  
for having us and putting on a great event! 

2009 National Bank 
International Youth 
Match Racing 
Championship
by Lucinda Whitty

Above: Lucinda Whitty’s team in full speed
Below: Both Squadron teams of Jordan Reece and 
Lucinda Whitty in sail off



3

2009 Final Results
1st  Josh Junior  RPNYC, NZL
2nd  William Tiller  RNZYS, NZL
3rd  Adrian Short   RNZYS, NZL
4th  Lucinda Whitty   RSYS, AUS
5th  Jay Griffin  CYCA, AUS
6th  Jordan Reece   RSYS, AUS
7th  Sam Goodchild   OSC, GBR
8th  Samuel Sexton  RPAYC, AUS

Lucinda Whitty’s team leading the way to the top mark

Group photo of all participating teams
Photos David Adams
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Friday Twilights  
2008-09
by Wayne Hinchcliffe

A welcome aboard start to the season was experienced 
with 60 entries for the opening race on the 10th October.
All 3 divisions were well represented in near perfect sailing 
conditions with E/NE 10-14 knot breezes.
The 5 pm start did not deter enthusiasm especially from 
our sponsor Mariner Boating with their owner Trevor Joyce 
assisting with the prizegivings. All 3 place getters in each 
division receiving a the customary bottle of red from Trevor.
If you thought the opening race was well attended, how 
about the 69 entries on the 17th of October!
We saw both ideal sailing conditions and variable  
sailing conditions with a few exceptions. This kept the 
handicapper and the sailors amused.
Competitors in the 12th of December Race, except a few 
sailors made of iron, wisely started and finished their event 
in the Careening Cove Room. The eight boats that did start 
all won a prize, in the first and worst evening in my 17 odd 
years association with the Twilights. Although those braving 
the elements seemed to enjoy it!
The race results are available on our website www.rsys.
com.au along with the participation points score.
There were some early starters by over anxious skippers 
and only one very late starter who went walkabout for 
some strange reason, which still fathoms us.
The variable twilight breezes kept producing surprises  
with a Division 2 boat winning his own Division as well  
as beating the whole fleet home.
This year it was decided to hold a Cocktail reception at  
the Squadron for the Mariner Boating Award at which 200 
enthusiasts attended. Moomba (Peter Zehnder) won the 
draw of a cruise down the Turkish Coast for two, whilst 
Kirsten II and Willyama won the “Rain Hail & Shine” prizes 
for sailing in all 23 races of the Season – well done! 
The obvious success of the Twilight Series does not 
happen without the “backroom” efforts of the Sailing Office 
headed up by Brian Clayton, the Handicapper, John 
Maclurcan and the Race Management Team of volunteers 
who were there each Friday in all sorts of weather. 
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My thanks to Robin Bishop, Jill Hinchcliffe, Angela Mayhew, 
Mary Haswell, Caz MacDonald, Rhonda Kingsford-Smith, 
Graeme Sibley and Richard Stokes. In particular I would 
like to thank Mary Haswell and Graeme Sibley who due to 
health reasons were forced to retire during and the end of 
the season. Both have given dedicated support over the 
years and they will be missed. 
Final thanks to all the participating Sailing Members who 
have supported the Friday Twilights and we look forward  
to next season with the same enthusiasm.

Far left: Rain Hail & Snow prize – Eric Duggin (Willyama), 
Trevor Joyce, Ken Chase (Kerstin II) and Commodore  
Bill Wood
Left: Mariner Boating Award winner Peter Zehnder (centre) 
with Commodore Bill Wood and Trevor Joyce

Above: Of the 64 starters in the March 20 twilight, 26 were 
unable to finish the race by 1907hrs, however this did not 
detract from the beautiful sunset and atmosphere post race
Left: The March 20 twilight was also represented by a keen 
group of Lady Skippers
Photography Ian Dorman
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The Marinassess Women’s Match Racing regatta was held 
out of the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, on the weekend 
of the 14th and 15th of March. The Squadron sent one 
representative, skippered by Alex South and crewed by 
Tiffany Fulde, Frances Dargaville and our trusty fill-ins Amy 
Lee and Sasha Fulde. 
With a throw together crew, we were always bound to  
be the underdogs going into the event. Our only training 

sessions being Alex and Frances sailing with our coach 
David on a very windy Friday afternoon and a short session 
the day before the regatta, without our main hand Tiffany. 
So with the new crew came new problems, like where 
would we all find matching shirts? 
All aside, we started in a line up of some of the best ranked 
women in Australia and New Zealand. Big names including 
Spithill, Souter and Smyth were present, and they definitely 

Marinassess Women’s 
Match Racing Regatta  
on Sydney Harbour 
by Alexandra South

Close matching for Alex South (boat 6) and CYCA’s 
Olivia Price (boat 3)
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shook things up. With the formation of the Australian 
Sailing Development Squad, their teams were made up  
of Australia’s best women match racers, with a lot of 
experience and expertise in this racing format. 
After we saw our draw, we were a little hesitant, having  
a relatively “easy” first round, we would have to back up 
against Katie Spithill, Nicky Souter, an up and coming 
CYCA representative and Jessica Smyth (NZ). After small 
loosing margins against Katie and Nicky, we thought we 
might actually have a chance – that we weren’t crazy being 
there after all. With that new confidence we sailed into the 
next race against Olivia Price, CYCA. After a relatively major 
wind shadow from a large cruiser caused a big gap, the 
girls still fought hard to stay in the game, which resulted 
again in a small loosing margin. Next was by far our best 
race of the regatta, sailing against a top 20 world ranked 
sailor. With this mind we went in as the underdog against 
Smyth. However, after Smyth incurred a port-starboard 
penalty and exonerated this upwind, we were lucky to 
make a break and keep it for the whole race. It was a  
huge morale booster and gave us the roll, to get another  
3 wins that day.
With a massive wipe out and a near collision with a cruise 
boat, we were certain we could handle anything the next 
day would bring us. Arriving at the CYCA, we looked out  
at the wind, which happened to be none. The PRO did his 
best, but sent us out to the course. After the start boat  
had difficulty setting anchor, and the breeze dying out 
completely, we were sent back to shore. With an hour  
of waiting on the water and then another on shore, it is 
important to keep up your hydration and it’s hard to keep 
concentration. Maybe the reason our sailing wasn’t so 
great on the second day.
We were lucky to have a new enthusiastic member added 
to our team, Tiffany’s older sister Sascha, we brought our 
heads together to start our racing for the day. Not starting 
off so well, we only managed to get one win on the  
board on our second day. With only a partial draw being 
completed it was difficult to score the points we needed, 
because we happened to have the hardest side of the 
draw first. Some would say that the partial draw split was 
questionable, because it affected the results so much. 

Team Alex South (6) in pre start against ASDS Nicole Souter (9)

Results
1. Lucinda Whitty - Australian Sailing Development Squad
2. Katie Spithill - Australian Sailing Development Squad
3. Jessica Smyth - Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron
4. Olivia Price - Cruising Yacht Club of Australia
5. Nicky Souter - Australian Sailing Development Squad
6. Alex South - Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron
7. Catherine Trew - Cruising Yacht Club of Australia
8. Brie-Ashli Whitton - Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club 
9. Josephine Roper - Cruising Yacht Club of Australia
10. Kristen Norris - Cruising Yacht Club of Australia

Almost luckily for us, this was the case, keeping us in the 
same position as the previous day. The second day of the 
regatta was definitely all about keeping a cool head, which 
is something I have always had an issue with-probably the 
reason I am a Laser sailor! But with the experience and 
smarts onboard, the girls sailed really well to keep me in 
line and to keep us in the race. 
All in all, the regatta was fun and a great way for me 
personally to start my match racing “career”. 
Congratulations to fellow RSYS member Lucinda Whitty, 
who was representing the Australian Sailing Development 
Squad. For once, the numbers were on her side, and 
Lucinda took out the regatta with some impressive  
races and crew work. Thanks to the Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron for giving us the opportunity to compete in  
the regatta, to Aline for her support and astonishing 
organisational skills and to our coach David Adams for all 
his “enthusiasm”. Thanks to the girls, Tiff, Fran, Sash and 
Amy, for sailing on such short notice, it was great to sail 
with you, your experience and knowledge of match racing, 
far beyond mine. I guess that means your bad habits are 
mine now too! 

Squadron team of Alex South enjoying a break from racing
Photos CYCA staff
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A beautiful early autumn sunny afternoon and 15 knots  
of breeze on Sydney harbour set the scene for the 11th 
Stepping Stone House Regatta hosted by the RSYS.  
To the fore on this spectacular day was wind, sun and  
fun with no wasted power.
Stepping Stone House is a residential facility located at 
Dulwich Hill. It provides help to homeless young people 
including programs to improve their self esteem and to 
develop paths to suitable vocation and self reliance. This 
year it is celebrating its twentieth year since establishment.
The annual regatta is a major fundraiser which this year 
provided net $60,000 towards the home’s recurrent funding 
needs. A raffle run in conjunction with the Regatta was  
well supported and the ladies playing bridge that day at  
the Squadron were particularly generous in this regard.  
The home receives no permanent Government funding  
and 100% of its administration costs are voluntary.
Twenty six yachts raced and over two hundred people  
took to the harbour. The racing was structured for the  
first handicap yacht to start at 2pm and flyers like Sydney 
and Ragamuffin forty six minutes later. This created a lively 
scene around the club as many of the crew members 
arrived progressively in business attire and hurried to their 
host yachts.
The yachts were generously provided gratis by their owners 
who made them available to accommodate supporting 
corporate and individual participants. The diversified fleet 
was made up of four state of the art Farr 40’s including 
current Australian Champion Transfusion, well known ocean 
racers such as Ragamuffin and The Philosopher’s Club, 
classic yachts such as Theme and Sanyo Maris. Squadron 
owners provided major support.
I Super was the handicap winner of Division One followed 
by The Philosopher’s Club and Sorcerer. Division Two was 
won by Theme followed by Koolaroo and Enigma.
Amongst the Farr 40’s, “The Bledisloe” match race 
between 1987 “All Black” Rugby World Cup winning 
Captain David Kirk on board Transfusion and 1999 
“Wallaby” World Cup winning team member Richard  
Harry on board Sputnik resulted in a win to Transfusion  
on this occasion.

Stepping Stone House 
Regatta 5th March 2009
by John Freedman OAM

Top: Zen, Wot For and I Super in the Pond
Above: Sausages on the verandah

Right: Crew of I Super
Far right: Kennards Self Storage crew



 I Super, handicap winner of Division One
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In the other match race within the Farr 40 Group Estate 
Master crossed ahead of Wot For.
At the conclusion of racing all the participants gathered  
on the Careening Cove Verandah to enjoy refreshments 
and a carvery and to listen to the formalities conducted  
by Stepping Stone House stalwart Max Connery and 
Squadron Commodore Bill Wood.
Max conveyed special thanks to the staff of the Squadron 
for their fine support on the water and in the club house.
He later commented “I was a bit worried about how things 
would go this year given the difficult economic situation 
surrounding charities generally. It was gratifying to see our 
longstanding and new supporters turning up”. The spirit  
of the event was very evident during the racing and 
particularly during the formalities.
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The Hardy Cup is named after Sir James Hardy event 
Patron and supporter of youth match racing. To many 
young sailors the Hardy Cup is the top youth match racing 
event in the world. Evan Walker, last year’s winner, claimed 
the Hardy Cup was the one youth event that he always 
wanted to win above all others. In 2009 the event attracted 
competitors from Finland, Japan, New Zealand, interstate 
and local teams.
The Squadron had two teams invested in the event, an  
all female team skippered by Lucinda Whitty with Kathleen 
Stroinovsky, Frances Dargaville and Alexandra South.  
I helmed the other team and was joined by Tom Freeman, 
Jaidan Stevens and Hardy Cup veteran Kate Brown.
The regatta started in light NE winds building all day,  
with some testing conditions at the end of the day. Team 
Chapman came against RPAYC’s Tom Spithill in our first 
race. We trailed off the line and just tried to keep it close 
downwind. On the final leg all looked lost but we rolled 
Spithill going into the finish to take a close win.
We then raced the Japanese team and I committed a bit  
of hara-kiri, giving the Japanese team their only win of the 
round robin which nearly cost us our place in the super six.

The squadron derby was next and after a skillful pre-start 
from our team we led off the line, but the girls didn’t give  
an inch and out sailed us to the top mark. This gave them 
bragging rights for the rest of the day.
Our last race of the day was against the CYCA’s Evan 
Walker. Evan always gives you a tough match and this  
race was no exception. The sea breeze had well and  
truly kicked in with the wind gusting to 25kts. After a soft 
penalty in the pre-start we led off the line and came back 
with starboard rights. A tacking duel which had a couple  
of lead changes then Walker ducked behind us we then 
tacked to cover (ensure we had enough room, only giving 

Hardy Cup 2009
by Jaidan Stevens  
& David Chapman

Right: Prime Time of Hon Treasurer Phil Watts provided 
comfort for all crews during the long days of racing
Far right: event Patron Sir James Hardy, event Chairman 
Bruce Gould and other guests witnessing the on water action
Photos Aline Van Haren
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Walker two options, either follow to the lay line or a high 
risk tack to get under us). He chose to tack and BANG! 
Now both penalties were wiped away, Evan took the lead. 
Both boats planed downhill but Evan showed why he is  
the Hardy Cup Champion and took the gun.
We finished the day on 2 wins – 4 losses.
Day 2
The team was getting better with every race but we had  
a lot of work to do to make the super six. We beat the 
Finnish girl’s team of Silja Lehtinen but lost to the ASDS’s 
Nicole Souter. We then raced the team of Matthew Steven 
from Wellington, who was also billeted with us. We gave 

them a penalty in the pre-start but had a shocker first leg 
and were miles behind when the team lifted and went 
around only two boat lengths behind at the top mark.  
With a penalty still to do, both boats dropped kites and the 
Wellington team tried to get an overlap to force a penalty  
or do a 270° spin inside us. We stayed focused and when 
they slipped we jumped and gave them another penalty 
and eventually won the race.
We now came up against the 2009 Warren Jones winner 
Phil Robertson from RNZYS. He led us to the top mark  
but we took him at the bottom. We then led to the top, 
executed a really bad gybe-set giving the coach a near  
fatal heart attack! But we won the race by two seconds 
which put us back on a 5 wins – 5 losses score. We then 
lost to the Perth team of Peter Nicholas with some rookie 
errors which then gave us a nervous wait to see if we 
would make the next round.
So I watched the rest of the racing with coach David 
Adams, thinking Lucinda only needed two wins out of five 
to kick us out. As much as we wanted the other Squaddy 
team to win, we didn’t want to be kicked out. If Lucinda 
wins the last race she is in, long story short, the lead 
changed about 20 times. David Adams gave me a hard 
time as I was on the edge of my seat. Lucinda does it and  
I think we are out. I tell the team, sorry guys, close but no 
cigar... Then we heard that the Wellington team was also 
on 5 wins. This meant that we had a three way tie. With a 
tie it comes down to who beat who. Lucinda beat us, the 
Wellington team beat Lucinda and we beat the Wellington 
Team. The tie was eventually broken by establishing which 
team beat the highest ranked team in the round robin. 
None of the teams had beaten Evan Walker, so it was  
now down to which team had beaten Phil Robertson’s  
2nd highest scoring team. Our team was the only team 
putting us in the super six!
Following the umpire debrief of the day we were then 
treated to a visit from Alinghi CEO Grant Simmer, who gave 
us all advice about how the top guys go about their work.

Left: Squadron Team of Lucinda Whitty (boat 1) leading RPAYC’s 
Tom Spithill (boat 6)
Far left: Squadron Team of David Chapman in prestart against 
the WA team of Peter Nicholas
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RNZYS’s team of Phil Robertson (boat 4) closely 
followed by David Chapman’s team (boat 5)

Hardy Cup 2009
continued

Day 3
The super six round robin is five races for each team 
against other people in the top six and the top four teams 
go through to the semis finals. We lost our first race against 
RNZYS’s Adrian Short after being on course side of the 
start line! We then beat the team of Nicole Souter to put  
us back on track, then led Phil Robertson again but our 
kite sheet came off allowing him to sail off for an easy win.  
We then lifted our game against the Perth team of Peter 
Nicholas which was our best race of the regatta. With a 
close first beat we led around the top mark, luffed them, 
giving a penalty in the process and covered to a good win. 
At this stage we were on 2 wins – 2 losses and had Evan 
Walker in the last race. Looking good for the semis, we  

had a great pre-start but could not seal the deal and the 
CYCA defeated us. Adrian Short then needed to beat 
Nicole Souter but he didn’t and we were out!
We were upset not to make the semis finals but were 
happy with how far we had come and that the team kept 
improving throughout the regatta.
The Hardy Cup 2009 was won by the Royal New Zealand 
Yacht Squadron’s Adrian Short who beat the female ASDS 
Team of Nicole Souter three to one in a strong Nor’easter 
breeze in a best out five final. 
We would like to thank all those great volunteers in red 
Polo shirts, Phillip Watts for his great hospitality for all 
teams on his boat Prime Time, the Squadron staff, our 
coach David Adams and the RSYS for hosting the event.

Final standings:
 1. Adrian Short  RNZYS, NZL
 2. Nicole Souter ASDS
 3. Evan Walker  CYCA
 4. Phil Robertson  RNZYS, NZL
 5. David Chapman  RSYS
 6. Peter Nicholas  RFBYC
 7. Matthew Steven  RPNYC, NZL
 8. Silja Lehtinen NJK, FIN
 9. Tom Spithill RPAYC
10. Lucinda Whitty  RSYS
11. Amanda Scrivenor  ASDS
12. Yuki Nagahori  HMYC, JPN
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Below: The SIMS aquarium is only about 20% operational at 
the moment but the $1.2 million funding from The Ian Potter 
Foundation and the NSW Government will enable us to 
complete it. The aquarium has flow-through sea-water that 
is brought in from Chowder Bay by large pumps and then 
passes through filters before going into the aquarium tanks. 
The water in Chowder Bay is relatively clean so filtration is 
not a major problem

Vital marine research 
benefiting our 
harbour and sailing 
waters

Vital marine research is being conducted right on our door-
step to extend our knowledge and ensure that our unique 
Sydney Harbour, neighbouring estuaries and surrounding 
coastal waters will return to sustainability for fishing, 
boating and swimming.
This valuable research is being conducted by the new 
Sydney Institute of Marine Science (SIMS) which is located 
on the shores of beautiful Chowder Bay, Mosman. It is the 
main marine station between Stradbroke Island and Port 
Philip Bay, and is also Australia’s only marine station within 
a busy metropolis. SIMS is a not-for-profit public company, 
set up by the four major Sydney Universities (Sydney, 
UNSW, Macquarie and UTS) and now also linked to the 
universities of Wollongong and Newcastle, and one Federal 
and four NSW State departments. It is also supported by  
a fund-raising Foundation and a large number of interested 
and dedicated individual members.

The Sydney Institute of Marine Science
Though established in 2005 SIMS is still very much in a 
growth phase, but it already brings together more than fifty 
scientists and in excess of twenty PhD students, to work 
on research projects that cover the whole spectrum of the 
marine sciences. Its facilities include a sea-water aquarium, 
chemistry and genetics laboratories, a lecture theatre and 
offices to enable scientists to conduct research on site. 
Boats are used for both inshore and offshore research 
activities and the Defence Maritime Services organisation 
has been generous in offering its services to help with the 
more challenging offshore tasks.

The location at Chowder Bay is globally unique
Sydney Harbour is biologically the most diverse harbour  
in the world. According to Professor David Booth from the 
University of Technology, Sydney, more than 570 species  
of fish have been recorded in the harbour. By contrast,  
only about 350 species of fish have been documented in 
European waters.  
The Harbour is the real icon of Sydney – more so than the 
Harbour Bridge and the Opera House. But we don’t know 
much about it, or about Broken Bay and Botany Bay, – the 
wonderful protected waters we use as our playground for 
sailing, fishing, swimming, or just for enjoying watching. 

One of SIMS’ primary tasks is to understand these great 
estuaries enough to keep them from being damaged by  
the impacts of a growing population (a study that scientists 
are calling urban ecology). These waters are threatened by 
invasive species, by new pollutants that a sophisticated 
society imports every year (90% of which are untested for 
potential damage), by land run-off, by pollution from the  
air and even by what we put on our gardens. Questions 
being researched, usually in collaboration with government 
scientists, are the possibility and extent of restocking 
overfished species, the number and movements of our  
big and dangerous sharks, the diseases of oysters… also 
basic questions of what marine life we actually have (we 
know only a fraction of them now), and the role they all 
play. Waters are kept clean by the vibrant life they contain,  
and to keep that life healthy we need very much more 
knowledge than we have now to aid those who manage 
our waterways.  

SIMS’ research
This article is an introduction to SIMS. It is planned that 
future articles will cover various areas of research in greater 
detail. The Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron has been a 
premier sailing institution since its establishment in 1862. 
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Vital marine research 
benefiting our 
harbour and sailing 
waters
continued

So what is the relevance of SIMS to its current and future 
members?
• Keeping the Harbour water clean. The Harbour and 
other estuaries are kept clean by the abundant plant and 
animal life that is in the water itself, on and in the bottom 
and attached to the rocky shores. Understanding and 
monitoring this life and its changes and threats is an 
important role of SIMS. 
• Sharks. How many sharks are there in summer in  
the Harbour? Where do they feed and what are their 
movements. What is their feeding behaviour? Will learning 
about them help us to co-exist comfortably… that is,  
to avoid being bitten while swimming and surfing? The 
Department of Primary Industry (Fisheries) and SIMS are 
marking sharks and other fishes with sound emitting tags 
to follow their movements by placing scores of receivers 
across shelf and in our estuaries to find out. The tags are 
individualised and a single shark can be followed for long 
periods to understand its behaviour. 
• Restoring our fish populations. We have seriously 
reduced the populations of prime fish species like the 
mulloway and kingfish. Restoring them is a not easy for if 
we add too many pond reared juveniles we can screw up 
the system. How many to add is a question being studied 
by a group of SIMS’ UNSW scientists.
• Measuring pollution. New and clever techniques of great 
sensitivity are being developed at SIMS by researchers from 
Macquarie and Sydney Universities to measure pollution 

using living organisms (oysters). These are placed in  
the water for a few days, which is long 

enough to measure 
pollutants by 
changes in  
their genes  
and proteins. 

Pollutants in 
surface mud that 
get into the food 

chains (and make 
fish from some 

Sydney Harbour 

areas unwise to eat) are being studied and mapped by 
Sydney University scientists… and also the quantity and 
sources of present pollutants entering the Harbour and 
their possible prevention.
• Marine microbes by the billion. The diversity of microbes 
in marine and coastal ecosystems is unknown… but they 
are a fundamental part of the dynamics of marine systems 
and have been virtually ignored. Some of them are likely to 
be useful in new biotechnology (for example with anti-fouling 
products). Others may be seriously infective… even cholera 
bacteria can withstand estuarine water… and some may 
infect our aquaculture species of fish and molluscs. SIMS  
is building a special clean and protected laboratory (there is 

A Gorgonian Fan in Sydney Harbour
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only one other in Australia at the Australian Institute of Marine 
Science in Townsville) that can handle microbes to support 
the work of a group of SIMS scientists from UNSW.
• Climate change. The effects of climate change are of 
particular importance along our coast and in our protected 
waters. Regardless of whether you believe that climate 
change is occurring naturally or as the result of mankind,  
it is beyond doubt that the oceans are warming and 
becoming more acidic (South-East Australia is experiencing 
some of the world’s most extreme changes – the 
temperature increases of sea water, approximately 3° over 
the last hundred years, are equalled only by those in the 
Antarctic). The heat engine of the ocean is a major driver  

of climate and 
forecasts of 
climate change 
rely on better understanding 
ocean processes. Increase in sea surface 
temperature will have substantial impact on marine life  
and changes are already being observed down our east 
coast. Higher sea water levels and bigger storm surges 
also threaten coastal settlements and harbour and ocean 
related recreational activities, and research is needed to 
greatly improve prediction of these changes. 
• Nemo is swimming south. Warming sea surface 
temperatures in the Tasman Sea are causing movement 
south of warm water species. Will this impact our local fish 
species? Will it bring marine diseases from further north?  
Is it affecting marine plants like our kelp that form shelter 
for local marine life?
• Forecasting weather and sea conditions. The great 
south-flowing East Australian Current (EAC) that yachts 
often struggle against to go north seems to be speeding  
up with global warming. It is forcing more warm water 
southward and has recently been measured at 6 knots  
by SIMS scientists, though well offshore. This current may  
also be affecting our coastal weather. Often in the cooler 
months we have the development of violent storms,  
caused by what are called East Coast Lows. These are 
depressions, often forming extremely rapidly (sometimes 
even creating deep and fast “bombs”), which develop when 
there are troughs or depressions crossing the country, and 
are apparently also related to the East Australian Current 
and its huge eddies off our coast. The storm that stranded 
the Pasha Bulker was one of these. As SIMS scientists 
measure changes in the EAC we realise that more research 
is needed to understand its affects on our weather.

Further information
SIMS, like many organisations, relies on community and 
public involvement and is very happy to welcome families 
and individuals to visit their site at Building 22, Chowder 
Bay Road, Mosman and participate in open days. Further 
information can be obtained from their website, www.sims.
org.au or by calling 9969 2664.

Seahorse – 
photographed at night 
by Paul Hallam (COO 
of SIMS) when he 
was diving to check 
the operation of  
the pumps
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Sailing From  
Phuket to Langkawi
by Maggie and  
Trevor Joyce

The annual Phuket to Langkawi Yacht Rally is not only 
about racing. Experiencing the cuisine, culture and friendly 
people is as important as ever in these rallies. Snorkelling  
in warm clear water, swimming ashore to white, sandy 
beaches, pulling a meal for ten out of the water, grabbing  
a lift with a local to the market or shopping for a bargain  
in the tiny stalls in Phi Phi – these things are all equally 
important.
The rally we were on began as the weather changed from 
wet to dry season and as a result we experienced cooler 
nights, uncrowded venues and very welcoming locals eager 

for the start of the annual influx of tourists.
We left the base 
to enjoy a “shake 
down” cruise  
to familiarise 
ourselves with  
the yachts. Our 
first group dinner 
ashore followed in 
one of the venues 
chosen where we 
enjoyed the local 
Thai hospitality and 
cuisine. Suffice to 

say the crews all left their holiday replete, some probably 
with a few kilos to shed on their return. This could have 
also been from the beer consumed – rumour has it that 
one catamaran loaded 14 slabs! But it is only a rumour.
Our route then took us with races and lay day transits on a 
140 mile journey with a mix of National Parks and popular 
“must do” places. The program allows free choices along 
the way and also ensures the support of a technician  
and escorts. The knowledge of Ollie (our local expert  
and technician) was invaluable. It allowed for changes to 
the already flexible program to optimise use of holiday  
time, preferences of the participants and local weather 
conditions. 
The wind conditions favoured the catamarans and they 
were also more spacious for life aboard. Unlike the Med 
going ashore is a dinghy operation in Thailand and the 

davits on the cats for the dinghy is a much easier alternative 
for sailing and for launching.
One of the high-lights for our crew was the landing of a  
6 kilo Spanish mackerel which was cut into steaks and 
barbequed on the back of the cat. Not only dinner for ten 
but lunch next day for six. The tuna caught on the previous 
day was thrown back to grow a bit bigger – we intend to 
see it again next year.
In addition to fishing, sailing and meeting the friendly locals 
we swam into hongs through narrow passages, climbed 
waterfalls, and snorkelled among the friendly soldier fish  
as we made our way south. The ‘hongs’ can be very 
surprising as they open up from very narrow entrances  
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into inner sanctums where we floated quietly and watched 
monkeys chasing each other through the thick vegetation 
which tumbled down the steep sides of the limestone 
formations. We also had to be very aware of the tides  
when swimming into and out of one particular hong. 
We rafted up in a beautiful bay for the Melbourne Cup 
celebration and sweep. All made an effort to spruce up  
and hats were mandatory of course! The race was relayed 
over VHF and although it was only 11.00am in Thailand  
the time difference did not dampen the fun.
At the Langkawi end of our rally we included a wonderful 
dinner at the Anderman where flickering lights welcomed us 
ashore, fresh towels to dry off after washing our salty feet, 

followed by cocktails and the most sumptuous meal served 
by professional friendly staff – a wonderful experience. Next 
morning a group of us went ashore again to join a naturalist 
who took us on a walk to see the flora and fauna of the 
million year old growth forest which surrounds the hotel.  
This area missed out on the last ice age and is unique. It 
features enormous ironwood trees, nesting sea eagles, 
monkeys, and a variety of medicinal plants. Andrew was a 
passionate professional who certainly new his subject and 
we thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
The next day we managed to complete race five in the best 
breezes we had experienced in the 140 mile rally, before our 
final night which was a very slap up affair at the Sheraton 
Some of our party remained in Langkawi for extra days and 
others used it as a stepping off place to Borneo. Mariner 
Boating Holidays made all the arrangements and intend to 
repeat the rally in January 2010.

Top from left: Moored close to the beach, Ko Pak Bia;  
Local transport to the market, Ao Nang, Krabi; Raft up for 
the Melbourne Cup. Left: Fleet heading to the race start. 
Below: This can only be Thailand
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The traditional final race of the Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron’s summer sailing season each year is the Varuna 
Trophy, a unique event on the program in that the champion 
boats from each handicap division and one-design class 
are invited to sail against each other to see who really is  
the champion of champions.
To be invited is an honour, as you must be the winner or in 
the top three placegetters in an overall season pointscore, 
with the number of boats eligible depending on the size of 
the division.  
For the 2008-2009 season which ended in April, 21 boats 
were invited to contest the Varuna Trophy but only ten 
competed – possibly due to the fact that Easter fell between 
the final pointscore races and the trophy race and also that 
the Squadron Cruise started on the same day, 18 April.
Those invited were: Braveheart (Div 1), Pourquoi (Yngling), 
Casamajor (Div 3), Yertle (Yngling), Brother Hood (Div 4), 
Sidewinder (Dragon), Abracadabra (Dragon), Willyama  
(Div 1), Equinox (Div 1), Bloodhound (Div 3), Kerstin II (Div 4), 
Senta (Div 3), Shindig (Etchells), North Sydney Station 
(Etchells), Humpback (Etchells), 
Mingara III (Div 3), King Billy (SOR3), 
Arcturus II (Div 2), Gondwana 
(Division 2), Allegro (Division 2)  
and Sydney (Div 1).
Nevertheless, it was again a  
great event, the finale of another 
successful sailing season for the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron – 
and also underlining the excellent 
handicapping system overseen by 
Life Member John Maclurcan.
Faced with handicapping successful 
yachts from all mixed divisions and 
one-design classes, Maclurcan 
must have been delighted to see 
just four seconds on corrected time 
separate the first two boats in the Varuna Trophy. In  
fact, only 1 minute 48 seconds separated the first five 
placegetters which represented divisions 1, 3 and 4  
and two one-design classes, the Ynglings and Etchells.

Prestigious Varuna 
Trophy winds up 
2008-2009 summer 
season of sailing  
by Peter Campbell

Victory by just 4 seconds went to the cruising Etchells  
from Division 3, Casamajor, skippered by Charles Moore, 
from the champion International Yngling Pourquoi, steered 
by Hamish Jarrett. In third place was Division 4 Spring and 
Main Series winner Kerstin II, owned by John Bowman, 
Ken Chase and John Goldie, with Division 1’s Braveheart 
(John Meiklejohn) fourth and the Etchells Humpback 
(Stephen Barlow & Peter Gardner) placing fifth. Line 
honours went to Braveheart.
Apart from being the only race on the Squadron calendar  
in which the champion boats from each division and one-
design class race against each under arbitrary handicaps, 
the Varuna Trophy has a fascinating history.  
The silver cup honours a great yacht that enjoys an almost 
legendary status on Sydney Harbour and her owner,  
Dr John Musgrove, who is still racing Varuna well into his 
80s and in the boat’s 75th season.
The Varuna Trophy was donated to the Squadron in 1985 
on behalf of the owner, by the crew of Varuna, to celebrate 
the yacht’s 50th birthday. It was a cagily held event at the 

RSYS with ‘Doctor John’ going to 
the club under the impression he 
was having dinner with the late 
Donald Maclurcan.  
Contributions to buy the solid 
silver trophy came not only from 
his long-standing crew but also 
from skippers of yachts that had 
raced against Varuna since 1946. 
At the same time, they asked the 
Squadron to run a special race  
to conclude the season, a race  
for the winners of each division,  
to see who the ‘Cock o’ the 
Squadron’ was.
Varuna is a 31 foot adaption of the 
Ranger design and is undoubtedly 

one of the best maintained boats on Sydney Harbour. She 
still has her original hollow timber mast and the sight of 10 
tonnes of Huon pine and lead charging down the Harbour 
under her enormous green spinnaker is a sight to behold.

Varuna



During a major refit of Varuna in 1988, the crew found  
a time capsule between two planks in the main hatch.  
It contained the front page of the Daily Telegraph dated 
13th April 1934, indicating that the yacht was 
a year older than everyone thought.
Varuna was bought by the current owner’s 
father Jack Musgrove while John was serving 
in the RAAF as a bomb aimer in Lancasters 
in World War II. John stepped off the naval 
vessel delivering him back to Sydney from 
the war straight on to the deck of Varuna, 
right in the middle of Sydney Harbour.   
Dr John Musgrove joined the RSYS in 1946 
and raced Varuna with the RSYS for more 

Casamajor – The Varuna winners from Left to right: 
Gwynn Boyd (forward), Charles Moore (skipper) and 
Richard Blaiklock (sheet). 

than 60 seasons, winning many pointscores, including 
having her name engraved on her own cup in 1991.  
For the last few seasons Varuna has been competing  

with boats of similar vintage, design and 
construction in the Classic Division of the 
Sydney Amateur Sailing Club rather than 
competing against the ‘plastic’ boats that 
make up the Squadron’s racing divisions.  
Sources: ‘Varuna Trophy 2005 – Divine Intervention’ 
by Julian Farren-Price and ‘Origin of the Varuna 
Trophy Race’ by Dr John Musgrove, previously 
published in the ‘LOGBOOK’, and the author’s 
own experiences (helming Hornblower) of being 
soundly beaten downwind by Varuna and her 
massive green kite in many Squadron races.

19

Dr John Musgrove



On Friday 16th of January, 2009, a shorter-than-usual sailing 
camp started. One thing that was usual was the surprised 
look on most parents’ faces when they saw that the boat 
had stayed on the roof… the whole way! The instructors 
and cabin parents arrived around the middle of the day, 
with the trainees and younger divisions arriving later in the 
afternoon. Once everyone was sorted out by the waterfront, 
a briefing was held by Al Reece, Tom Reece, Sally Brown 
and “Food Mum” Cheryn Croker, whose fantastic attitude 
towards feeding teenage children got us through the week. 
After this short briefing, the teams were split up into their 
individual cabins for a more detailed briefing about the 
gruelling 4 days they had ahead. Scare tactics were used 
by instructors in most of these briefings, shocking their 
trainees with such drills as “Tennis Ball Tag”, “The Duck 
Game” (which truly must be seen to be believed).
The second day started quickly, with a run to the service 
station and back arranged by Ed Tilly and “Da Boys”. Here 
the camp truly was segregated, into those with gall enough 
to run at 10 past 6 in the morning, and those who really 
couldn’t be bothered. After watching the stragglers of the 
run do 5 laps of the tennis court as punishment, we had 
breakfast in our cabins and got into our dry sailing gear, 
and went to the water.
“Too long” according to Messrs. Iain Salteri, Michael Reece, 
Tim Newman, and Ed Tilly, is how long it took to sort out  
all the gear which had (seemingly) made its way up to the 
camp in a pile in the back of somebody’s car. However, once 
this was all sorted out, a fun day was had on the water, 
with a considerable number of trainees braving the stronger 
winds after lunch, both two-up and on their own. After a well 
earned dinner that night, the preliminary rounds of SingStar 
were played, and the tennis got underway. In cabin 2, a 
“MarioKart World Cup” was being devised, however the 
other members of the cabin unanimously vetoed this, as it 
was becoming clear that certain members of the cabin were 
going to win all of their races.
Day 3 started with games of touch rugby and ultimate 
Frisbee, down next to the tennis courts. Waking up some 
of the young ones proved to be difficult, but they were no 
match for the speaker system which Charlie Carroll so kindly 
lent us. After sliding into our damp sailing gear and having 
breakfast, we were ready for a big day of drills. This proved 
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2009 Lake Macquarie  
Summer Camp A  
by Tim Newman
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to be more difficult than we initially expected, as the morning 
wasn’t windy at all, so capsize drills seemed to be the order 
of the day. However, when the wind did come in some great 
sailing was done by all, as well as some interesting seaman-
ship shown by some of the “Turtled Raft”, which proved 
difficult to separate. That night, the tennis continued, the 
SingStar commenced, and the milkshakes were a well kept 
secret in cabin 2.
On day 4, as we donned our moist wetsuits, we were told 
that it was to be the famous picnic sail day. To the younger 
kids, this was a chance to sail with their friends, not just in 
their teams. It was much the same with the older kids; but 
this was also a chance to see what a laser would look like 
with a headsail. Notable efforts here include Ed & Ed (who 
figured out that with 2 people and 2 sails, it is possible to 
go as slow as a boat with 3 people and one sail), and Tim 
Newman, who single handedly sailed his boat as far as the 
island without needing extra weight on the rail. The wind 
picked up from the NE during lunch as we had expected 
and so needless to say, the sail home was quicker than the 
sail to the lunch spot. That night, the Tennis finals, SingStar 
finals, and disco were held. Team Ed Tilly won the tennis, 
Katherine Shannon won SingStar (but Tom Reece’s valiant 
effort was truly a thing of beauty, and all those present know 
who the real winner was), and in a controversial decision, 
nobody won the team spirit award! Needless to say, the 
disco was a huge success and everybody danced until as 
close to dawn as they could. 
On the final day, getting out of bed and into our soaked 
sailing gear proved more difficult than expected, even after 
a sleep-in granted by the powers that be. The regatta was 
to be held this morning so the camp was visited by a very 
special coach, Will Houston (Jess Pollard was training  
for an international regatta so was unable to attend). The 
regatta was completed in light to moderate N-NE winds, 
and some amazing stand out results were seen, especially 
Adrienne from team pink, winning her second race ever! 
Other trainees placed high in the fleet, with about 4 or 5  
of the top 10 being trainees or midshipmen.
After the regatta it was time to leave camp and catch up on 
some sleep, while the coaches and I got to stay for Camp B. 
For some of the older children leaving camp this time could 
mean never coming back, but for others, their life at Lake 

Macquarie is really just starting. I’d like to thank everyone 
who made Camp A as great as it's ever been; Al Reece, 
Cheryn Croker Tom Reece, Sally Brown, John & Julie 
Newman, Jenny Brown, Michael Lindsay, and The Tillys. 
I hope to see as many if not more camp entrants next year!



traditional sailing camp, water activities. Refreshed after 
lunch, sailors were ready for the afternoon and boats were 
launched. Sailing was challenging when the wind picked  
up and instructors jumped into the water to help get boats 
upright. For many, this was the first experience of sailing 
alone and everyone seemed tired. All was well back on 
shore and fatigue seemed to fade as everyone raced for 
showers then proceeded to demonstrate their skills on the 
tennis court and exhibit their vocal abilities! The Tennis and 
SingStar competition had begun!

The second morning, another early start with a game of 
touch football and “extreme” Frisbee was on the agenda, 
prior to another day sailing. The second day was the picnic 
sail and we enjoyed being with friends on a hot summer’s 
day, there was so little wind that tows had to be given 
regularly to get to the picnic spot. It was so hot that we 
spent most of the time splashing around in the water and 
using Sally’s underwater camera. After lunch and a bit of 
relaxation in the shade, we set off for the downwind 
challenge back. The wind had picked up so the instructors 
were helping those who were scattered across the lake, 
boats upside down or with masts disconnected. Back on 
shore after a fun day of sailing, the yearly ritual of Jadain’s 
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On the afternoon of January 21st at Lake Macquarie, 
smiling youth sailors and parents arrived eagerly for the start 
of Camp B. After lifting boats, assigning cabins and teams, 
youth sailors excitedly greeted friends and fare-welled family. 

Simon Morgan welcomed the sailors and gave an 
overview of how the camp would  

run. We then met our teams  
and “discussed sailing”. 

Our first morning wake up call 
came as a big surprise as most 
sailors had been enjoying the 
summer holidays, sleeping in until 
at least midday! That was definitely 
not the case here; loud rap/R&B 
music, pots and pans or some type 
of racket (decided upon by the 
assistant instructors) was used to 
wake us before 6am. Today the run 

was to the service station and back. After breakfast in the 
cabins, everyone assembled for the 8:30am briefing.  
Team meetings followed where rivalry and spirit was evident 
with bright coloured clothing, hairspray and zinc. Boats 
were rigged and sailors were on the water carrying out the 

2009 Lake Macquarie 
Summer Camp B  
by Emily-Jane Recny
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hair wash began. This involved shampoo, conditioner and 
scissors to cut off the dreadlocks. Tennis and more rounds 
of SingStar ensued as our coach Tom Reece sang “girls 
just wanna have fun”.

A relaxing session of Tai Chi kick started our third day of 
sailing. The day was hot and the wind was perfect. Trainees 
sailed with instructors or on training sails and formed new 
friendships and new skills by completing the stations set out.

The duck game and the ball game were a big hit. Figures 
of eight and race starts improved tacking, jibing and 
manoeuvring skills. We sailed until around 3pm, managed 
only because of the distribution of Jenny Brown’s chocolate 
bars. After a well deserved lunch the wind picked up and a 
few extreme sailors decided to go for a burn in the strong 
wind and had a fantastic time reaching significant speeds. 
They took out other youth sailors to experience sailing with 
an advanced sailor in windy conditions. Everyone had an 
absolute ball and came back tired but cheerful. On return, 
excitement arose about SingStar and Tennis finals and the 
traditional disco! Everyone gathered in a cabin to watch the 
SingStar final with Sophie Shannon taking out the double 
for the Shannon family as SingStar champions for 2009. 
Then everyone congregated around the tennis court to 

watch the exciting game between camp dads Russell and 
Simon playing Jo Van Hagen and Sam Minehan who came 
out of the hard match as victors.

The disco was one of the best, as the Taylor twins brought 
strobe lights and everyone danced late into the night.  
The late night made everyone appreciate the 7am call,  
but disappointment was evident as sailors realised it was 
their last day. After a game of duck goose, teams hit the 
water and worked together showing huge team spirit and 
improved skills in the final regatta. Conditions were perfect 
with light winds around 10 knots. The keener sailors stayed 
on the water for another few races while others retired to 
shore. After boats and cabins were packed up team leaders 
congratulated their teams for a brilliant week of sailing. It was 
time for everyone to go home. We all thoroughly enjoyed 
camp B of 2009. It tightened relationships, improved sailing 
skills and was filled with memorable times like no other. 

Thank you to everyone who attended and a special thank 
you to the coaches Tom Reece and Sally Brown, Simon 
Morgan the camp coordinator, Jane Van Hagen the food 
mum, and all of the house parents for giving up their time 
during their break to make Summer Youth Sailing Camp  
so enjoyable. 
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Squadron cruise  
2009 
photography by David Everdell
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Riverboat Postman tour 
by Patricia Shepherd

Our day on the Old Riverboat Postman saw us gently travelling 
around the inner reaches of the Hawkesbury River, with the 
added interest of doing the mail run. Glorious weather ensured 
a wonderful day out on the water which was enjoyed by all.
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The following members have 
transferred their category:

Ordinary to Country 
G Macintyre
M G Jones
S Estella
H Hodgkinson

The Flag Officers,  
Committee and Members 
extend their sympathies  
to the families of those 
recently deceased  
members listed below:
Green, Simon Charles;  
Cross, Ian Harry;  
Worledge, George Raymond; 
Storey, Allan Harry;  
Maley, Robert Kenneth 

Ordinary to Absentee
I Gunn
S Kevans
P Elliott
D Jones

Absentee to Ordinary 
N Bethwaite
C Smith
M Wait
R Purdy

Absentee to Country
R Crichton-Brown

Country to Ordinary
A Hudson
R Grosvenor

Country to Absentee
N Johnson

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below to 
membership of the Squadron:
Candidate Proposer Seconder

ORDINARY
Berry, Stephen Charles C F Moore M Hopkins
Cassidy, Rodney Gill P F Crane A B Baker
Fisk, Matthew John A L Cooper I Murray AM

Griffiths, Guy William H G Lander J Howell
Jenkins, Christopher Leslie  I R G Knop J H Anderson
Jupp, Wayne Andrew H J Elliott H G Bernsten
Kennedy, Sharon W J Gilbert P B Sheldrick
Maxwell, Julianne Mary S J Ford S C A Ingate
Mason, Patricia Mary (Lady) S L Crawford OAM F J Buckley
Openshaw, Brian Alan E C Watson J H Anderson
Potts, Louise S Penfold P Harry AM

Berry, Stephen Charles C F Moore M Hopkins
Cassidy, Rodney Gill P F Crane A B Baker
Fisk, Matthew John A L Cooper I Murray AM

Griffiths, Guy William H G Lander J Howell
Jenkins, Christopher Leslie  I R G Knop J H Anderson
Jupp, Wayne Andrew H J Elliott H G Bernsten

COUNTRY
Hansen, Bruce William P Hannan C Rock

ABSENTEE
Kilner, Brett M Shaw K Wong

INTERMEDIATE
Henry, David Ryan M Shaw K Wong
Shaw, Alister Timothy A Rodger K Wong

YOUTH
Morris, Robert Lachlan D L Owen D J Pixley
McKeown, Joshua Vincent Warwick R Wall D J Pixley
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Fort Denison Cellar
We are always surprised to find Members who have not  
yet discovered our Fort Denison Cellar and the excellent 
wines it offers to Members.
The temperature controlled 
facility showcases some of  
the world’s greatest wines 
that have led to the Best 
Club Restaurant Wine  
List Award in Australia.  
The Fort Denison Cellar  
is open to Members  
and their guests Monday  
to Saturday 9am to 5pm. The Cellar can be accessed  
outside of these times by contacting the Duty Manager.  
For a personalised tour please do not hesitate to call  
Will Pettigrew, Sommelier and General Manager Operations 
on phone 9017 0156.

Squadron Wins ‘Best Club Wine List in Australia’
Gourmet Traveller Wine Magazine has voted the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron wine list The Best Club Wine List 
Award in its recent wine list of the year awards. Facing  
stiff competition from some of Australia’s most prestigious 
Private Clubs, RSYS also went onto collect ‘3 Goblets’  
for the list. This puts the list in the ranks with Rockpool, 
Tetsuya’s, Bilson’s and Berowra Waters.
“… a floating-gin-palace list with outboard-runabout mark-
ups to provide members with an extensive international 
range of value-for-money choices.
In other words, it’s a list that caters perfectly to the needs 
and demographics of its membership, as every good club’s 
wine list should.”
The full review and article can be viewed on The Gourmet 
Traveller website http://gourmettraveller.com.au

Qualification for Senior  
Membership of the Squadron
Clause 20. (a) of the Squadron Constitution specifies the 
requirements for a Member to be classified as a Senior 
Member.
A Senior Member shall be either: 
(i) A General Member who has attained the age of 60  
 years and whose total years of Ordinary membership  
 of the Squadron exceed 30 years; or
(ii) A General Member having not less than fifty years of  
 continuous Membership of the Squadron; or
(iii) Any Member who is a Senior Member of the Squadron  
 as at 7th March 2005.

Careening Cove Stage 2 Development
The Stage 2 development of the Careening Cove area  
has commenced and is expected to be completed in 
August 2009 in time for the commencement of the new 
sailing season.  
The construction period will unfortunately involve some 
disruption to the operations of the club. The entire 
Careening Cove area, and the services normally provided 
there, including the buffet lunch and BBQ will be closed  
for the duration of the building works. Also, the car park  
at the end of Peel Street will be closed and used as a site 

office for the 
builders.
During the 
construction 
period the 
Committee  
has decided  
to offer a new  
and exciting 
contemporary 
lunch menu 
upstairs in the 
main dining 

room. This menu will offer a wide range of choices to 
Members with main course meals ranging in price from  
$16 to $35. The new menu will satisfy those Members  
who have previously enjoyed the buffet lunch and the  
a la carte dining.
On completion of the development the upgraded Careening 
Cove area will provide; a new all-weather capability, an 
improved BBQ facility and a kitchen that will enable a greater 
range of food and beverage offerings. The Committee will 
continue to advise Members of the construction progress 
via notice boards, the website, and this newsletter. 
See www.rsys.com.au/members for updates.

Crested goods now available  
from the Cellar
Davies handmade chocolates in beautifully presented gold 
boxes embossed with the Squadron Crest, are now available 
from the Main Bar, Reception or Cellar at $19.90 per box. 

A reminder that all of the Squadron crested goods are 
available from the Fort Denison Cellar. The Cellar is staffed 
Monday to Saturday, and for any purchases on a Sunday, 
please contact the Duty Manager.

RSYS Merchandise   Price
Line 7 Fleece with sleeves   $120.00
Line 7 Fleece Vest   $105.00
Wide Brim Hat  $ 20.00



June – September 2009
June

13 Dragon Association end of season dinner

July

25 Winter series prizegiving dinner

30 Wine and Cheese Tasting

August

3 New member’s cocktail party

7 Bouillabaisse Night

27 Wine and Cheese Tasting

28 Commodore’s Ball

September

6 Fathers Day

29

Squadron crested goods

Item  Price
Squadron Chocolates  $ 19.90
Squadron Adjustable Bow Tie  $ 41.00
Squadron Belt  $ 51.00
Squadron Buttons – Small $  6.40
                                 Medium $  6.60
                                Large $  7.75
Squadron Cap Badges  $ 27.00
Squadron Caps   $ 25.00
Squadron Wide Brim Sun Hat $ 20.00
Squadron Cards & Envelope – Blank $  4.50
Squadron Cuff Links   $ 25.00
Squadron Gift Wrapped Address Book $ 14.50
Squadron History Book Volume 2 $ 13.50
Squadron Ladies Scarf  $ 65.00
Squadron Lapel Pins  $  5.00
Squadron Navy Jumper V Neck  $120.00
Squadron Navy Sweatshirt   $ 90.00
Squadron Pennant Label Car/Boat Stickers $  3.00
Squadron Self-Tie Bow Tie  $ 65.50
Squadron “Wooly Pully” Woollen Jumper  $160.00
Ladies Nautica Polo Shirt  $ 52.00
Mens Nautica Polo Shirt  $ 65.00
Squadron Silk Tie  $ 57.00
Squadron Sunglasses Strap   $ 15.00
Squadron Waterproof Sailing Bag $125.00
R.S.Y.S. Playing Cards  $ 30.00
R.S.Y.S. Bridge Scorers   $ 15.50
R.S.Y.S. Burgees  –  6” x  9”  $ 30.00 
  – 10” x 15”. $ 30.00 
 – 12” x 18”  $ 35.50 
 – 14” x 21”  $ 40.00 
 – 16” x 24” $ 41.00 
 – 18” x 27”  $ 41.00 
 – 24” x 36” $ 44.00 
 – 30” x 45” $ 83.00

Prices include GST

Descriptions and images are available in the Members 
Section of the website www.rsys.com.au

For a comprehensive list of events and their details 
please consult the Members Section of our website 
www.rsys.com.au

RSYS Activities



June
6-8  Australian's Women’s Keelboat Regatta,  
 Royal Melbourne Yacht Squadron AUS

13 Combined Clubs’ Winter Race, RSYS AUS

13-20 J/22 World Championship, Lake Garda  ITA

20-28 Kieler Woche (Olympic Classes 19-24 June),  
 Kiel  GER

21-27 International One Design Class World  
 Championship, Stenungsund SWE

22-24  Trans Tasman Challenge, Auckland NZL

24-27 Rolex Farr 40 World Championship, Sardinia ITA

24-28 505 European Championship, Kiel GER

27-5 Jul J/80 World Championship, Santander ESP

28-5 Jul Match Cup Sweden, Marstrand SWE

29-5 Jul GKSS Match Cup Sweden –  
 World Match Racing Tour, Marstrand SWE

July
4-12  Warnemunder Woche Warnemunder GER

6-8  Australian's Women’s Keelboat Regatta,  
 Royal Melbourne Yacht Squadron AUS

6-10  5.5 Metre World Championship Oslo NOR

9-18  Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championship  
 Buzios BRA

12-19 49er World Championship Riva del Garda ITA

13 Combined Clubs’ Winter Race, RSYS AUS

13-20 J/22 World Championship, Lake Garda  ITA

18-25  Laser 2 World Championship Weymouth  
 and Portland GBR

21-27 International One Design Class World  
 Championship, Stenungsund SWE

22-24  Trans Tasman Challenge, Auckland NZL

25-31  Contender World Championship  
 Sonderborg DEN

25-2 Aug Laser Radial Women World Championship  
 Karatsu JPN

26-31 Laser 4.7 World Championship Buzios BRA

27-1 Aug ISAF Women's Match Racing World  
 Championship - Lysekil SWE

27-5 Aug International 420 Class World Championships  
 Lake Garda ITA

27-5 Aug 420 Ladies World Championship Lake Garda ITA
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Squadron aerial photograph
Purchase your own memento of the Squadron.
A 10.x12. colour print can be purchased from the cellar. 
We can post at standard postage prices to your destination 
of choice. A lovely gift for overseas Members or their 
friends.
Members price 
$60.00
Please contact 
Reception on 
9955 7171

Use of your Membership Card
Due to instances of fraudulent and incorrect use of 
Membership numbers incorrect charges have been made 
to Member accounts. All Members are encouraged to use 
their Membership Cards at the time of purchase and for 
entry to the Club. Purchases and entry without the card 
may require proof of identity. 

Tender service reminder
Members are reminded that the tender service to  
non-Squadron moorings is available on payment of fee. 
Please contact accounts department. 
The tender fee for Members who have a Squadron mooring 
is included in the monthly mooring fee. 

Use of Squadron carpark
Members are reminded that the Squadron Car Park is for 
the use of Members when they are utilising services and 
facilities located at the Squadron or when participating in 
sailing activities from the Squadron. Trailers are not to be 
stored in the car park. Trailers left in the car park without 
the express permission of the Secretary will be towed  
onto the street.

Members are requested to  
sign-in guests
It is a requirement of NSW Legislation and the Squadron 
By-Laws that all guests of Members must be signed in  
by the Member on arrival at the Club.
Members are requested to assist the Club in complying 
with its responsibilities and thereby avoid exposing the  
Club to fines or other disciplinary action by authorities.
Sign in registers are located at all entry points to the 
Clubhouse.
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July
27-5 Aug 420 World Championship Lake Garda ITA

30-2 Aug Yngling Youth European Championship  
 Kalmer SWE

30-5 Aug North Aegean Sailing Week Porto Carras GRE

31-8 Aug Yngling Open World Championship Kalmer SWE

31l-8 Aug Yngling Women World Championship  
 Kalmar SWE

August
1-8  Cowes Week Cowes GBR

1-2  Club Marine NSW Youth Match Racing  
 Championship, Sydney AUS

5-19  505 World Championship San Franciso USA

5-10  Laser Radial Men's World Championship  
 Karatsu JPN

5 Laser Radial Youth World Championship Karatsu 
JPN

20-29  470 World Championships Copenhagen DEN

20-26  Laser World Championship Nova Scotia CAN

22-26  Cork Regatta Kingston CAN

29-27 Sep Rolex Swan 45 World Championship  
 Argentario ITA

30-3 Sep  Australian Women’s Match Racing  
 Championship, Sydney Harbour AUS

September
3-6 New Zealand Youth Match Racing National  
 Championships, Wellington NZL

5-8  2009 Australian Match Racing Championship,  
 Pittwater, Sydney Harbour AUS

8-12 International 6 Metre World Championship  
 Rhode Island USA

10-18 Soling World Championship Toronto CAN

17-20  2009 Australian Youth Match Racing  
 Championship, SYC, Victoria AUS

18-27 Tasar World Championship Wakayama JPN

19-20  RPNYC Winter Match Racing Series 3  
 Wellington NZL

22-27 12 Metre World Championship Newport USA

29-4 Oct  Sonar World Championship, Darien USA

3-3 Oct  International 8 Metre World Cup, Cannes FRA

Information for Members Sailors World 2009

Clarification of visiting, temporary 
Membership and reciprocity
There is a current misconception amongst many Members, 
that the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron has Reciprocal 
Rights agreements with a number of clubs interstate and 
around the world. The Squadron does not have Reciprocal 
Rights agreements with other clubs.
The Squadron does have arrangements with other clubs 
interstate and overseas, which on presentation of a letter  
of introduction from their club’s Secretary, the Squadron  
will accord them Temporary or Visiting Member status in 
accordance with the Squadron’s Constitution.
The distinction is an important one. Reciprocal Membership 
rights effectively give substantial Membership Rights to  
non Squadron Members. The Committee has consistently 
held the view that this level of Membership rights at the 
Squadron should only be conferred upon Squadron 
Members.
The Squadron has an expansive list, for which this 
arrangement is in place. Generally speaking, the 
understanding amongst Royal Clubs and yachts clubs 
interstate and overseas is to accept visiting Members  
in the spirit of friendship and hospitality.

Emergency vehicle access
Members are requested to keep the Peel Street 
aboveground entry driveway clear at all times. Cars parked 
in any location other than those specifically marked will 
block this driveway.
Emergency vehicles must have access down this drive- 
way at all times, 7 days a week. Please ensure that this 
driveway is kept clear to allow access for emergency 
vehicles including Ambulance and Fire Brigade vehicles. 
This driveway is the only entry point available for 
emergency vehicles.
Someone’s life may depend upon this driveway being  
kept clear.

Members working on boats  
in the pond
Members who intend to work on their yachts in the pond 
are requested to tie up on the inner pontoon arm or as  
otherwise directed by the Dockmaster. Yachts wishing to  
tie up in the pond for more than one day must make a 
booking with the Dockmaster. Yachts must not be left in 
the pond overnight without the express permission of the 
Dockmaster or Secretary. 
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Wednesday 10 June
Wednesday   8 July
Wednesday 12 August
Wednesday   9 September

An early dinner served in the Carabella Room consisting  
of a two-course set menu – main course, dessert, coffee 
and chocolates.
6:00pm for 6:30pm dinner
$50.00 per person

June

11 Thursday Duplicate

18 Thursday Rubber

25 Thursday Duplicate

July

2 Thursday Rubber

9 Thursday Duplicate

16 Thursday Rubber

23 Thursday Duplicate

30 Thursday Teams

August

6 Thursday Rubber

13 Thursday Duplicate

20 Thursday Rubber

17 Thursday Duplicate

Notes on Card Dates 
1. BRIDGE CO-ORDINATOR – 
 Members who require playing partners should contact  

Mrs Helen Huggins on 9439 7394.

2. FIRST and THIRD THURSDAYS – 
 Permanent bookings may be made (see note 4).  

Club and Private Tables for Rubber Bridge – 11am. 
Price $25.00 includes sandwich luncheon and 
afternoon tea. On the First Thursdays of March,  
June and October 2006 (after the Quarterly Meeting),  
a self-serve Smorgasbord luncheon with afternoon  
tea will be served in place of the sandwich luncheon.  
Price $46.00.

3. SECOND and FOURTH THURSDAYS – 
 Club Duplicate Bridge – 10.45am for 11.00am.  

Price $25.00 includes sandwich luncheon.  
Bookings are essential (see note 4).

4. PERMANENT BOOKINGS LIST – 
 Members wishing to make permanent bookings for  

2008 are requested to complete the special form  
for this purpose, available from the reception desk.

5. DINNER, DUPLICATE AND RUBBER  
BRIDGE EVENINGS – 

 On the second Wednesday of the month from February  
to December, a two-course dinner, with coffee and 
chocolates, in the Carabella Room at 6.30pm, is 
followed by an evening of duplicate bridge. Dinner and 
rubber bridge is also offered to those members wishing 
to make up their own parties. Bookings are essential.

 Please Note: Cancellations must be made at least  
24 hours prior to the function (not including weekends) 
otherwise the number originally booked will be charged. 

Information for Members

Dinner & Duplicate Social 
Bridge Evening Dates 

Card Players Calendar 2009



Carabella Dining Room
Breakfast 
Monday to Friday 
7.30am-9.00am, seated by 9.00am
Lunch
Monday to Friday 
from 12.00pm, seated by 2.00pm, A la Carte, 
Sunday  
from 12.30pm-2.00pm, Buffet 
Dinner
Monday to Friday 
from 6.30pm, seated by 8.00pm, A la Carte, 
Saturday 
from 6.30pm, seated by 8.00pm, Buffet

Careening Cove Room 
Monday to Friday  
12.00pm-2.00pm, Buffet Luncheon 
Saturday  
8.00am to 11.00am, Café Breakfast
12.00pm to 8.00pm BBQ Menu
Sunday  
Start Line Buffet Breakfast  
8.00am-11.00am 
12.00pm to 8.00pm BBQ Menu
NB: The Careening Cove area will be closed from 6 
April to the end of the construction period in August.

Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Saturday 
12.00pm to 9.00pm
Sunday 12.00pm to 8.00pm

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone in attendance of the telephone  
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct  
information is given and received, that Member inquiries 
(reservations for restaurants, bridge, functions, events  
or accommodation) are made during reception hours.  
The House reception is manned Monday to Friday from 
8.00am to 6.00pm and on Weekends from 9.00am until 
5.00pm
For urgent business outside of these hours please ask  
to speak to the Manager on Duty.

Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that all areas within 
the Clubhouse are smoke-free zones. Receptacles for 
extinguishing cigarette butts are placed at entrances to  
the Clubhouse. 

Dress Regulations
Smart casual dress is acceptable in the Carabella Room.
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long trousers, shoes 
and socks. Although not necessary, most gentlemen prefer 
to wear a jacket.
Children: Under the age of 12 years, and in the company of 
an adult, are expected to dress in an appropriate manner. 
Jeans and sneakers are not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company of a member 
are permitted in the Clubhouse between Monday and 
Friday. Children of all ages in the company of a member, 
are welcome during weekends and school holidays.

Sign In
Members are reminded they must sign In their guests  
on entering the Clubhouse,

Accommodation
HOUSE ROOMS
Seven furnished House rooms some with breathtaking 
views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes walking distance to 
Sydney rail and ferries. All apartments are decorated  
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht club 
burgees. Members and their guest can enjoy full use  
of the Squadron’s service and facilities.
WATERFRONT APARTMENTS
Five fully furnished serviced apartments with Harbour 
frontage, only minutes walking distance to Sydney rail  
and ferries. All apartments are decorated with nautical 
memorabilia and international yacht club burgees. 
Members and their guests can enjoy full use of The 
Squadron’s services and facilities. Disabled access  
to the apartments is not available.  
DEPOSITS
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one nights  
room rate whichever the lesser) per room, per stay, is 
necessary at the time of booking (This deposit maybe 
transferable to another date provided written notice  
is given 14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). 
A full list of rooms and rates are available from the 
Members Section of the website www.rsys.com.au

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of Mobile Phones  
is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. This also includes 
the Careening cove area, Terrace and Shellcove (Buffet) 
Room as well as the Clubhouse, Carabella room and Bars. 
Please advise any staff member if you are made aware of 
any breach of this regulation.
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