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by Rear Commodore
Russell Taylor

As I begin typing this quarter’s edition of the
Logbook, I consider it appropriate to reflect on
the wins that the Squadron has accomplished
during these unprecedented times.
Thank goodness 2020 is behind us and the
vaccine roll-out has commenced. This time
last year many words like: social distancing,
Coronacession, hotel quarantine, lockdown
and super spreader were not even in our
vocabulary. As a community, Sydneysiders
have come a long way since that ill-fated day
when the Ruby Princess docked at Circular
Quay.
Importantly, we must all thank the many
committee members and Club staff who
contributed countless hours examining and
implementing the new COVID protocols, so
that Members could still use the Club facilities
while keeping our community safe. There are
many parts of our Club which experienced
a transformation, and it is remarkable to see
these innovations now being used daily – for
example, how the Club communicates with
its Members.
A further development has been the
implementation of online learning, covering
topics as diverse as sailing tactics, bridge
lessons and Cruising Division presentations.
Then came a recognition of the need for a
refreshed RSYS website. The new site is so
much easier to navigate and find out what’s
happening. Just prior to Christmas, we launched
the new RSYS App for iPhone and Android
mobile devices. It’s like a remote control for the
Club in your pocket – with a tap or two, you can
contact any department, order a tender, book a
table, order a takeaway meal, register for a Club
event or sailing course. If you haven’t already, I
encourage you to download the free App today.
These great innovations will continue to connect
Members into the future. Our Club’s agility in
adapting to the pandemic through technological
advances has been truly remarkable. I commend
all dedicated Members who have contributed to
our wonderful Club during this time.
On another note, given the societal shift towards
renewable energy, the environment and recycling,
Members will be interested to learn the progress
of the Squadron in this space too. Courtesy of

Burke Marine, we have fitted a SeaBin in the
Pond to help remove floating waste from our
lovely harbour. We have installed water recycling
tanks, and we are planning and researching to
purify the water used to wash down the boats
being repaired on the Hardstand. Our gardens
are now tended by rain-sensing irrigation equipment. Indoors, we have installed LED lighting
in common areas, and in the kitchen, we use
recycled bamboo takeaway packaging and
straws.
It is also important to highlight that the Squadron
is in a very healthy financial position at present.
98% of existing Members renewed their membership during the period the Squadron was closed
in 2020, and in November, a record 41 new
Members joined our Club.
Whilst a significant portion of the pre-2020
Master Plan has been postponed due to obvious
changing circumstances, we continue to advance
the replacement of the damaged Youth pontoon
and the upper car park refurbishment. We are
working on new conceptual designs for the
replacement of both the tender and the fuel
wharves, as well as additional new facilities for
dinghy and Hardstand launching. Further Master
Plan related activities will be communicated by the
Commodore when they have progressed further.
As life settles into a new normal, we will continue
to develop, and where necessary modify, popular
Club activities, whilst endeavouring to comply
with Health Authorities’ recommendations. It is
our commitment to keep all Members safe when
visiting the Club premises.
I look forward to seeing you enjoying our beautiful
Club located on the best harbour in the world!

Financial Times Clipper Race:
to beat the Clippers
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by John Taylor
In late 1973, a group of English businessmen led
by Anthony Churchill challenged modern yachts
to beat the record set by the Clipper Ship
Patriarch on the journey between Plymouth and
Sydney. The record of 69 days was set in 1870
by Patriarch built in 1869.
The return journey from Sydney to Dover was also
recorded as 69 days. Josko Grubic, a Yugoslav
immigrant living in Adelaide, commissioned British
naval architect Alan Buchanan to design a suitable
boat, and soon the building of the 83 foot ketch
Anaconda II was underway.
It was an incredibly ambitious project, with
a limited budget. Construction commenced
in a vacant RAN shed in Port Adelaide. No
professional boat builders were engaged, and
construction instructions from the naval architect
in England were sent overnight by Telex.
I was 18 years old, at university and spent any
spare time assisting with the project, as did many
members of the Royal South Australian Yacht
Squadron. It was fascinating to see how such
a monster had been created. The build turned
out to be much more expensive and took much
longer than anticipated. Progress slowed when
Grubic was badly injured during the launch of
Anaconda II in August 1975, so we were unable
to ship her to the UK for the first leg of the race,
hence she competed only in the second leg:
Sydney to Dover non-stop.
Top: Preparing for the
race in Rushcutters
Bay Dec 1975 – note
the sea pool in the
background
Above: Navigator Lou
Davidson taking a
morning sun shot
Right: The icebergs
were captivating but
dangerous in the
sea fog.
For detailed reading
about the race,
I recommend Alec
Beilby’s book To Beat
the Clippers: The
Financial Times
Clipper Race 1975-6,
published 1976.

I still clearly remember the start in Sydney
Harbour on 21 December 1975. Our spirits were
charged with enthusiasm but in reality, we were
utterly ignorant of what lay ahead. A sunny day
with a moderate sou’easter saw us first out of the
Heads ahead of Great Britain II (British), Kriter II
(French), Great Escape (Dutch) and CS e RB
Brusnelli (Italian). Very quickly the breeze built
to a southerly gale. Diesel started leaking into
the bilge by the gallon, mixing with bilge water
and washing back into the fuel tanks. Our main
engine couldn’t cope with the bilge water/fuel
mix and ceased, limiting our power generation,
including vital refrigeration for the remainder of the
race. Realising our frozen food supplies would
deteriorate as we sailed north to the tropics, the
first mate, ‘Chook’ Wall-Smith, and doctor, Doug
Justin, did a food audit. Listing the remaining
rations, a menu was drawn up for each meal for
the duration of the estimated 65 days of the race.
It then occurred to us that we were to embark
upon an involuntary weight loss programme.

The afore-mentioned gale had driven us north
of our preferred course, resulting in a passage
through New Zealand’s Foveaux Strait. Here we
received an air drop of charts required for our
‘state of the art’ Omega navigation system.
The charts had been dispatched too late from
the UK to be on aboard for the start. With great
excitement we undid the floating package, only
to find the charts were for the Pacific approaches
to the Panama Canal – utterly useless for our
passage! Our navigator, Lou Davidson, was back
to working with chronometer and sextant! Today’s
version of GPS had not even been thought of in
those days.
As we sailed towards Cape Horn, unseasonal
headwinds pushed us well south of our preferred
course. We became enveloped in thick fog and
wove in and out of icebergs for more than a
week. On one occasion the wind abated and
we found ourselves in the lee of a huge iceberg
which had appeared at only a moment’s notice
due to a pea souper.

Taking sextant sights in such conditions was
impossible, and when finally we got a fix, we
were 120nm further south than our DR position
at 66°30’ – inside the Antarctic Circle.
Rounding Cape Horn in 25kts NE on 26 January
was not the experience I had anticipated –
sadly we were too far south to see the rugged
headland, however we still celebrated with a
special double ration lunch.
The winds blowing off South America can be
strong at times, as we discovered when on a
beam reach in heavy seas about 300nm west of
Recife, Brazil. In the wee hours, an extra strong
gust hit Anaconda II, rolling the boat till the masts
were well below horizontal. The watch on deck
was shocked by the knockdown but fortunately
all remained safely tethered onboard. Below
decks, several crew sustained injuries after being

flung from their bunks across the cabin. Water
gushed down the companion way, and the galley
lockers were entirely emptied of their contents,
hitting the ceiling then the cabin floor. Incredibly,
the only damage on deck was a split mainsail
and bent dodger frame.

As we approached the doldrums, we became
concerned that we would run out of drinking
water. As had happened with the fuel tanks, we
lost precious contents when cracks appeared
in the freshwater tanks. Tea and coffee were
rationed until we managed to top up the tank with
rainwater collected during tropical thunderstorms.
We mastered the art of collecting the rainwater
run-off from the mainsail and piping it directly into
the deck filler.

Crossing the doldrums was hot and slow, and
with no outside weather forecasting, our course
was based on those the clipper ships had used.
By now our freezers had completely defrosted
and the meat was green and slimy; but with a
good saltwater wash and extra time under the
grill, it was not too bad!
Throughout the race we maintained contact with
race control every week or so by HF radio. It
never seemed to worry us or race management
that they hadn’t heard from us for a week or
more, as that was the norm at the time – how
different from the tracker system used today.
As we neared the end of the voyage, wear and
tear to the yacht become apparent as bits started
to fail: the steering, part of the backstay and the
generator exhaust system, to name some.
When we sailed into the English Channel, we
encountered a cold easterly wind which delayed
our progress by a day. We tacked our way
towards Dover without navigation lights as
the batteries had been drained and we had
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no fuel left for the generator. Wives and other
supporters hired a small plane and flew overhead, encouraging us on to the finish. On 8
March 1976, just after midnight, we crossed
the finish line in Dover. We were towed alongside
the harbour pier by race officials. I suppose we
cleared Customs, but all I recall was a huge
welcome by officials and supporters, and a party
that lasted till dawn. We had sailed more than
13,000nm in 79 days, taking 12 days longer
than Great Britain II who had beaten Patriarch’s
record by just one day.

Our crew, 13 in all, operated in three watches of
four, three hours on, three hours off and three
hours on stand-by. The stand-by watch did the
meal preparation, repairs and housework, as well
as assisting with sail changes etc. as required.
The all male crew hailed from a multitude of
professions and trades: a butcher, a doctor, a
linotype operator, a model, a motor trimmer, a
newspaper editor, a uni student (me), a physiotherapist, a retired RAN hydrographer and a
government clerk. The crew selection process
was a little rushed and random. Some had come
from Anaconda I, while others were selected
for their skills, such as navigator, doctor and sail
repairs. Despite an unlikely mix of personalities,
we all got on incredibly well, and to this day, 45
years later, we still keep in touch with one another
– particularly Lou (navigator) and I, as I married
his daughter, Jackie.

Top far left: After the
knock down we were
timid about hoisting
sails for a week
Far left: Much needed
rain in the tropics to
top up our empty
water tanks
Above left: Entering
St Catherine’s Dock
London March 1976
Above: Sorting a
spinnaker wrap
around the backstay
Below: The crew.
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David Kellett am –
an illustrious career
by Max Press

David Kellett receives
the ISAF Beppe Croce
Trophy in 2014.

Over the course of a fascinating sailing career,
David Kellett has made an enormous contribution
to the sport, both on and off the water.

1970s when he started serving at his local yacht
club, that he was embarking on a path that would
lead him to the highest echelons of world sailing.

David joined the Squadron in 1998 when he was
already half-way through his major contributions
to sailing.

David was born in 1948 and, like many of us,
has been a passionate sailor throughout his life.
He started off in small boats and then turned
to Olympic classes, before making the jump to
ocean racing and later becoming involved in the
America’s Cup.

When David started his ocean racing career
in the late 1960s, he sailed with the Australian
representative who was on the Ocean Racing
Council of the IYRU (International Yacht Racing
Union, the world body of sailing which today is
the World International Sailing Federation.) He
said he became aware of the structure of the
sport early on and this gave him a strong interest
to give something back to the sport which he
grew to love. Little did he imagine, in the late

His first involvement with the sport’s world
body came in 1992 when he was chosen by
the Australian Yachting Federation to be their
representative and became a member of ISAF’s
Council for Group L (Group L is made up of
Australia, Fiji, Argentina and Brazil delegates.)
From 1994-1998 David served on the Events
Committee and played a key role in having the
high performance Australian designed skiff, the
49er, chosen for Olympic Sailing competition at
the 1996 Annual ISAF Conference. At this same
meeting, he hosted a cocktail party for the ISAF
Youth Sailing Committee which saw Australia
chosen to host the 2000 World Youths at Manly –
an outstanding event covered by the December
2020 RSYS Logbook.
He soon became a member of the Oceanic
Committee and was vital in representing offshore
sailing within ISAF.
In 1998 he was elected as an ISAF VicePresident, the first Australian to achieve high
office in world sailing. He held this office until
2008 when he took on the important position of
ISAF Treasurer.
During this time as VP, he aided the creation of
ISAF Sailing World Championships and worked
closely with event organisers at a combined
World Championship in Melbourne. In 1999 he
saw first-hand how successful this event could
be, and this led to a successful 2003 ISAF
Worlds in Cadiz, Spain, which was attended by
the largest ever congregation of Olympic sailors.
Then followed regattas in Cascais in Portugal,
and Perth, Australia which hosted the 2007 and
2011 events!
Serving as Treasurer from 2008 to 2012, David
guided ISAF through some incredibly challenging
and difficult times due to the global financial
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crisis and he secured the financial stability of
the Federation.

David Kellett on the
radio vessel during
the Sydney to Hobart
Yacht Race.

As part of the ISAF Executive Committee, he was
responsible for Oceanic sailing and the America’s
Cup, and assisted with input into Women’s Match
Racing, Team Racing and the ISAF World Cup
events, bringing more sailors closer to the public
and lifting the interest and participation rates
worldwide. He held a crucial role in overseeing
the introduction of the strategy around the
Olympic Sailing competitions.
Throughout his time within ISAF he filled many
roles: for the Sydney Olympic Games, he was a
member of the 2000 Olympic Working Party, a
member of the 2000 Olympic Advisory Board and
the ISAF President’s liaison at the Games. He was
a member of the Athens 2004, Beijing 2008 and
London 2012 Olympic Management Teams and
served as ISAF Technical Delegate for the Beijing
2008 and London 2012 sailing competitions.
On the water, David is a very experienced offshore
sailor, having taken part in 46 Sydney to Hobart
races. He skippered Sovereign to line honours
in the 1987 race, and over the past 20 years,
has been an integral part of the safety network
controlling the race at sea. He has also been
involved in three America’s Cup challenges for
Australia.
Sadly, he was forced to retire from offshore sailing
in 2000 for medical reasons but has continued to
represent the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia as
the head of the Sydney to Hobart Relay team,
aided by fellow Squadron Members Bruce Gould
and Tim Cox. We must note, David has been
sailing Sydney with Charles Curran in the RSYS
Division 1 for the last 20 years. What’s that
saying? ‘You can’t keep a good man down’.
Since then, he has been elected a Trustee of the
Safety of Life at Sea Trust (SOLAS), a charitable
trust that has raised hundreds of thousands of
dollars for rescue organisations and needy
families; he was elected Chairman in 2016.
In 2002 he was honoured with an AM in the
Order of Australia and in 2013 was awarded the
Yachting Australia President’s Trophy. He is a past
Commodore and a Life Member of the CYCA, a
past Board Director of Sailing Australia and past
President of Yachting NSW.

Upon his retirement in 2014 from ISAF, he was
the first recipient outside of Europe and the
Americas to be presented with the ISAF Beppe
Croce Trophy (in memory of long time ISAF
President the late Beppe Croce of Italy.) Crowning
this was the Australian Sailing Life Membership
awarded in November 2020.
Thank you, David, for an illustrious sailing career
on AND off the water, from all of us who love the
sport of sailing, racing and the great friendships
it offers.
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Not The Lord
Howe Island BBQ
by Nigel Stoke
Each November for many years, a number of
yachts have headed out to Lord Howe Island
for a barbecue at Ned’s Beach, which acts as a
fundraiser for the local Lord Howe Island Central
School. There is only one school for the 400
residents, but it is ‘central’, so that might explain
the name. Over now close to 20 years, we have
raised more than $50,000 for the school.
The BBQ is held ‘two weeks after Melbourne
Cup’ to make it easy for mooring reservations
and easier to find on the calendar. The BBQ has
become a tradition, encouraging yachts to find
their way to Lord Howe from various ports along
the coast. The BBQ on the island took over from
the race to Lord Howe Island which used to be
held around the same time by Gosford Sailing
Club but which held its last race in the early
2000s.
2020 was ‘the year that was’ with many of the
usual LHI yachts challenged with crew and the
closure of Lord Howe to tourists for some six
months. There seemed to be much enthusiasm
for a trip out of the Heads and into bluewater,
and so the ‘NOT-LHI’ plan emerged.

A sociable gathering at
the excellent Soldiers
Point Marina.

Some 15 yachts headed out to the Soldiers Point
Marina in the middle of Port Stephens. Our hosts
at the marina were most accommodating, and all
visiting yachts were able to get a berth reasonably
close to each other and with easy access to the
dedicated social function area. The management
and operations of the Marina are outstanding,
with spotless amenity blocks, the use of a
courtesy car and a BBQ in the function area.
Check the charts and put this destination in
the plan for your next cruise!
Many of the yachts representing the Squadron,
Sydney Amateurs Sailing Club and the Cruising
Yacht Club of Australia made plans to take their
time on the way north, stopping at Pittwater,
Newcastle Yacht Club and Broughton Island
enroute to Port Stephens. Several skippers
commented that this was the first time they
had been out into open waters, and that the
opportunity to stop on the way and change
crews as needed was just the encouragement
required to do more cruising.
Most of the yachts arrived day early, which was
a memorable introduction to Port Stephens,
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featuring an unusual 40 to 50kt westerly local
storm for half an hour in the middle of the
evening. This created minor havoc around the
marina with unfurled sails and other canvas taking
off in the gale; severe storm damage in some of
the neighbouring residential areas caused power
failures which continued into the following day.
On Tuesday afternoon we were invited to drinks
at the Port Stephens Yacht Club. We were
welcomed by the Rear Commodore in the
clubhouse adjacent to the Marina, observed all
appropriate COVID-19 protocols and enjoyed a
great start to the evening with encouragement
from some of the local members. We took our
leave and moved on, then assembled in careful
COVID-ordered groups at 1700hrs in the social
area of the marina – on 17 November, two weeks
after Melbourne Cup. The crews took turns to
use and clean the BBQ, and a great night was
had by all.
I made a brief announcement to thank all visiting
skippers and to encourage all hands to raise
some funds for the LHI School. Tom Moult acted
as chief negotiator and fund raiser and collected
$1,500 which has been sent to the P&F at Lord
Howe. We plan to return to the island in 2021.
There were several yachts from the Squadron:
Anitra V, Coco, Fidelis, Indigo, Lunacy, Minnow,
Nand V and Little Gem. Notably, amongst the
crews from RSYS and SASC, there were four
Club Commodores, past, Rear or Vice. (‘More
commodores than a Newcastle car yard,’
observed one wag.)
Most yachts returned to Sydney in good time on
Wednesday with glorious nor’easters providing
fast and easy sailing conditions.
The option of Port Stephens may be an
interesting addition or alternative cruise to the
long-standing Lord Howe BBQ in future years.

Magnificient Port
Stephens.
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Yngling National
Championship
by Adam Tran
The Australian International Yngling National
Championship was held between 27 and 29
November 2020, with eight boats participating.
On the first day of the regatta, two races were
sailed under clear skies and moderate nor’
easterly winds – perfect Sydney sailing conditions.
Both races were won by Miss Pibb (YAUS 60),
with Hamish Jarrett at the helm. For the last two
years, the Nationals have featured a shorter first
day to reduce the amount of time that participants
need to be away from their work, school or family
commitments. This format has been well received.
Day two of the Championship was one of the
most extraordinary and challenging days of
sailing experienced on Sydney Harbour in recent
memory, with four races sailed in very hot and
gusty nor’westerly winds. For many of the races,
the wind temperature was recorded at above
39ºC, with shifts of 40 degrees at times. There
were mixed results that day: Miss Pibb won
races three and four, Karma (YAUS 45) won race
five and BlackAdder (YAUS 56) took race six.
On the final day of the Championship, racing
moved forward three hours to avoid the strong

winds forecast for the late morning and afternoon.
Two races were started in strengthening winds.
However, all racing was then abandoned during
the first upwind leg of the second race, as winds
began to gust over 30kts.
Miss Pibb won the Championship with five first
placings, one second and one third. The crew
comprised Hamish Jarrett, Max Hayman and
Chris Pearson. Second place overall on scratch
went to the crew of Karma sailed by Gary Wogas
(skipper), Cameron Sloey and Nicole Follington.
Third place went to the crew of BlackAdder, Gary
Pearce (skipper), Ellis Todres and Ellen Sijtsma.
The Sirocco Trophy, for best all-female crew and
first place overall on handicap, went to the crew
of Holly (YAUS 58), sailed by Elyse GuevaraRattray (skipper), Phillipa Howse and Alison
Brierley. Second place on handicap went to Yertle
(YAUS 34), sailed by Jan Newland (skipper),
Lovelle D’Sousa and Andrew Hunt. Third went
to Wyandot (YAUS 4), sailed by Bryan Riddell
(skipper), Dimiter Nedialkov and Jo Van Hagen.
The Australian International Yngling Association
gratefully acknowledges the support of the Royal
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Sydney Yacht Squadron, its office bearers,
staff, the volunteer Race Management Team of
Jim Hawkins, Bill Fleming, Susan Wade and Phil
Maloney, in hosting the National Championship.
We look forward to the next National Championship in late 2021.
Results
1 Miss Pibb (YAUS 60)
Hamish Jarrett, Max Hayman, Chris Pearson
2 Karma (YAUS 45)
Gary Wogas, Cameron Sloey, Nicole Follington
3 BlackAdder (YAUS 56)
Gary Pearce, Ellis Todres, Ellen Sijtsma
4 Wyandot (YAUS 4) Bryan Riddell, Dimiter
Nedialkov, Jo Van Hagen.
5 Yertle (YAUS 34) Jan Newland, Lovelle D’Sousa,
Andrew Hunt
6 Holly (YAUS 58) Elyse Guevara-Rattray, Phillipa
Howse and Alison Brierley
7 Troika (YAUS 27) Adam Tran, Warrick Back,
Kane Luu, Fergus Ly, Rahul Rustogi
8 Mojo (YAUS 47) Kirstin Reblin, Therese Sarjeant
and Julia Owens.

From top: Adam
Tran with the crews
of Miss Pibb, Karma,
BlackAdder, Yertle
and Holly.
Photos Helen Impey
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A win for
Dragon Sailing
by Richard Franklin
The NSW State Championship was held on
Sydney Harbour over two days from 28 to 29
November 2020. Eight Dragons were registered
for the regatta and Jim Hawkins was the Race
Officer.
The weather on Saturday dealt hot and gusty
nor’westerly winds of 15-20kts which, combined
with choppy conditions and plenty of on-water
traffic, challenged all crews. The intended
complement of three races were sailed on
Saturday, and the standings at the end of racing
were Imagination (DAUS 179) helmed by Fred
Haes leading with four points, followed by
Liquidity (DAUS 216) helmed by me with seven
points and Trio (DAUS 130) helmed by Matt
Whitnall with nine points. Ascalon (DAUS 209)
helmed by Nick Howe also performed very well
in the first three races but was unfortunately
disqualified in Race 2 and slipped down the
standings.
The forecast for Sunday was for similar conditions
in the morning, with a cold front moving
through Sydney in the mid-afternoon, so racing
commenced earlier at 0900hrs in an attempt
to complete the further three races planned for
that day. The conditions were again hot and
gusty nor’westerlies of around 20kts, with gusts
building through the morning, although the sea
state was flatter. The first race was sailed by five
of the eight registered boats. Imagination came
first, followed by Trio in second and Liquidity third,
followed by Intrigue (DAUS 175) and then Tom
Thumb III (DAUS 220).
After flying code flag ‘Y’, (wear life jackets) the
second race was started as the wind strength
further increased and strong gusts blew through
the course. Halfway through the race, the
Race Management Team abandoned racing
as it was clear conditions were worsening.
Unfortunately, this was not before Imagination
was dis-masted on the downwind leg in a
massive gust that also resulted in Liquidity
demonstrating a spectacular uncontrollable gybe.

Photos by
Peter Lowndes

While racing was tight between Liquidity, Trio
and Ascalon, the clear winner Imagination, sailed
by Fred Haes, Geoff Rose and Richard Grimes,
demonstrated great boat speed in the conditions
with excellent strategy and tactics. The crews of
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Tom Thumb III, Intrigue, Abracadabra and Florin
also had some close racing only just behind the
front group, and certainly all crews finished racing
feeling tired and somewhat drained by the heat.
The new 2020 NSW Dragon Champion, Fred
Haes from Metung Yacht Club, VIC commented,
’The Squadron provided everything we’ve come
to expect from a world-class yacht club. From
the moment we arrived, Waterfront Manager Ned
Brown accommodated our bulky tandem trailer
on an already crowded hardstand without fuss,
despite being under a lot of pressure with the
busy weekend schedule. The Race Management
Team set a perfectly angled line, course axis and
length in a breeze that was swinging through 20
degrees and 10kts in strength. Sydney turned on
some warm, sunny weather. So all that remained
was for us to have fun catching up with old
mates who happened to be sailing against us.
We enjoyed great competition on the water,
followed by friendly and welcoming drinks ashore.
I commend the Race Management and volunteers
for bringing forward the schedule on Sunday by
three hours. No easy feat. We managed one race
in fabulous conditions. The decision to abandon

the second race was an unfortunate but wise
one. I’m sure all competitors would agree!
As the only interstate competitor in the NSW
Dragon State Championship, thank you to all
involved in another great event!’
Results

1 Imagination (DAUS 179) Fred Haes MYC
2 Liquidity (DAUS 216) Richard Franklin RSYS
3 Trio (DAUS 130) Michael Bartley DSC
4 Tom Thumb III (DAUS 220) Peter Crane RSYS
5 Ascalon (DAUS 209) Andrew Howe RSYS
6 Intrigue (DAUS 175) Gavin Moss RSYS
7 Abracadabra (DAUS 192) John Marty RSYS
8 Florin (DAUS 163) Ted James RSYS

Page 10 from top:
Imagination, Liquidity
and Trio
Photos by Peter
Lowndes.
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Windsurfer Triple
Crown Winner
by Matt Whitnall
To provide some variety, I thought Club Members
might be interested in other forms of sailing – it’s
not all about keelboats, offshore racing, sports
boats and twilight racing; some of us are also
keen Windsurfer racers!
The past year saw a big resurgence of the classic
one design Windsurfer LT, which in broad strokes
is similar in appearance to the old boards, but
half the weight, made from epoxy, fitted with
good deck grip and a very light weight balanced
sail. In recent years, more than 400 of these
new generation Windsurfer LTs have been sold
in Australia alone. They are actively raced, with
fleets of over 50 regularly competing in all states.
I am a Corinthian sailor and my schedule for
2020 included the Laser Masters Worlds, Kona
European Championship, Dragon Nationals
and Windsurfer Worlds… to mention a few.
But 2020 presented other challenges didn’t it,
and most events were cancelled. Keen sailors
always have their eyes out of the boat looking
for opportunities, and for me, that meant getting
back to my roots as a junior one design racer
and returning to Windsurfing. And so my sailing
goals for 2020 quickly re-arranged themselves
into a series of three regattas across the country:
in Perth, Adelaide and Toronto, Lake Macquarie.
These were the three biggest Windsurfer events
on the 2020 calendar, but I was aware that the

504, in blue, taking my
Dad’s advice to start on
time and go the right
way.

borders in each State were starting to close to
visitors. I quickly booked flights and headed to
Perth as lockdown loomed.
The West Australian State Championship
commenced on 7 March and was hosted
(and very well run) by the South of Perth Yacht
Club. Due to a tight schedule, all racing was
conducted on a single day! This was not ideal
for us older competitors but seemed to work well
for the fleet. It was a long day of racing and we
completed six races in hot conditions with light
winds. I managed to win and tick off the first of
my goals for the re-constituted sailing calendar.
The next possible event was the South Australian
Championship held at the Brighton and Seacliff
Yacht Club from 31 October to 1 November.
I contacted the local organisers and arranged
to loan a board, which meant I could fly with
my rig and gear, making life very easy.
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Left: one minute to
go in racing on Day 1
of the Windsurfer
NSW Championships
2020.

A quick aside: All my life, I have wanted to race
at the BSYC, on the same waters where my Dad,
Max Whitnall, and Sir James Hardy had a famous
victory, winning the 1966 505 World Championship for Australia. It was an epic regatta win,
made extra special by the fact that they beat the
Danish sailor Paul Elvstrom. To put the magnitude
of their victory into context: Elvstrom had
previously won two 505 World Championships,
three FINN World Championships, a Snipe World
Championship, a 5.5 Metre World Championship
and the year prior, the Flying Dutchman World
Championship; he was also the current STAR
Class World Champion.
The 2020 SA State Championship at BSYC
started on Saturday with a marathon race in 15 to
20kt winds, with 37 competitors blasting a very
long windward/leeward course. Next day, racing
comprised three races in the morning and three
in the afternoon. The straight-forward nature of
the Windsurfer Class means that it is easy to run
numerous high-quality races in any place, and
the one design ethos keeps the class thriving
with the spirit of competition and fun.
On Sunday the sea breeze started to build,
and racing was conducted as planned. I was
delighted with my win. The beach venue, the
warm sunny days and the pod of dolphins that
swam under the fleet as we raced made for a
fantastic experience and great memories, leaving
me with a strong desire to return to this lovely
place and wonderful people.
The biggest regatta on the Australian circuit
was the 2020 NSW State Championship held
at Toronto, Lake Macquarie from 14 to 15
November. Eighty seven competitors took part,
including at least three sailors representing the
Squadron. The COVID-19 pandemic had started
to diminish in NSW, and people were keen to

venture out. It was perfect timing. As the cars
rolled in, boards unloaded and COVID check-ins
completed, you could feel that this was going
to be a great event. There were old sailors and
many new ones, numerous Olympians, Olympic
contenders, World Champions and sailors from
J70s, 505, Etchells, Skiffs and other strong
classes.
Racing on the Saturday was in light winds, and
with all 87 boards on the one start line, it got
a bit hectic in places. Another saving grace of
Windsurfer Class racing is that there is very little
damage done when boards bump, as they nearly
always do at some stage of the regatta. There
was only a single protest over the nine races,
evidence I believe of the goodwill in the class.
The Sunday racing took place in slightly more
wind which turned to the nor’east. Once again,
I came away with the overall win.
Competitors came ashore tired, with big smiles,
and looking forward to racing again in the
summer series to be conducted around Sydney
this year, including Balmoral, where up to 50
boards are often seen out training and racing.
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Etchells Summer
Championship
(Eaton Cup)
by James Mayo

Photos by Kylie
Wilson
Bottom photo by
John Jeremy.

It seems like COVID-19 restrictions and a wet
summer suit Etchells sailors, for they really came
to the party for the Eaton Cup regatta. Held from
15-17 January 2021, this new event had the
added bonus of also being one of the only major
Etchells regattas to be staged this summer,
right across Australia. This, together with three
consecutive days of sun and good wind, meant
a 31-strong boat fleet amassed at the Squadron
for terrific, close and enthralling racing on the
harbour.
Broad-ranging participation, with crews hailing
from Pittwater, Gosford and Lake Macquarie,
was also matched by diverse crews, including
Olympians, World and National Champions, and
seasoned Etchells sailors, as well as three Youth
Crews from the Youth Foundation.

Not only were the Youth crews sailing in craft
refitted to the Richie Allanson/Iain Murray standard,
but for the first time, they also had entirely new
sails to use. Matt Stenta, Murray Jones, James
Griffin and Tara Blanc-Ramos scored a 1st place
in race 3 and a 2nd in race 7 to finish in 7th
overall. They will really be a force to reckon with.
All the Youth crews are committed for the season
and they have signed up for the whole deal. We
wanted to reward them with the best kit available,
so they could experience what it was like to be
part of that, and also to assist them to go to the
next level.
Jed Cruickshank has a younger crew comprising
Aiden Mansley, Charlie Alexander and Tiana Wittey
(all Club Members), who appeared to be greatly
enjoying themselves. It is a big boat for younger
sailors, and they’re learning to minimise their
mistakes, as having to make a couple of turns and
so forth becomes expensive for their elapsed time.
Nick Howe, Laurence Milne and Anthony Kenny
could only sail the weekend races, but certainly
realise how the whole experience works. Nick
said to me, ‘It’s great racing in an amazing fleet
with good, strong competition – it’s a terrific way
to start off the season after the break. All the
Youth crews are grateful for the programme.
We love being part of the fleet and it’s wonderful
to have the kind of equipment we could normally
only dream about.’
It’s fantastic to observe all the Youth crews
witnessing the effort that is required and the
rewards for getting it right. In using the new sails,
they have appreciated that they were right in
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the mix when up against other boats. Also, they
reach out to us and ask where we’re set up,
which Matt Stenta is really taking on board as
well. He checks to see where the others are at,
and it all reminds me of the camaraderie that
the Etchells are famous for.
The Etchells fleet is fully inclusive, and this was
clearly in evidence at the regatta. Sailors of
the ilk of Tom Burton came down for cameo
appearances to help a mid-fleet vessel that I was
sailing on. Neville Wittey had young sailors on
board his boat and he too epitomises the ethos
of giving back to the class. Nev’s a gem for the
class and the sport. Jeanne-Claude Strong is
another who continues to be a wonderful class
stalwart and supporter.
As for our win overall on Magpie, I think it was
fantastic to keep Jake Lilley steering and lock in
on his Finn at the Tokyo Olympic Games this year.
What a wonderful thing it was to feel that we were
supporting him with his campaign. Naturally, he
did a great job on the tiller and enjoyed it very
much. It also meant I could remain in the middle,
and Tom Slingsby could be on the bow. Our
normal driver, Graeme Taylor, was unable to
make it up from Melbourne.
Tom was coaching and I know Jake learned a lot,
for Tom does not let anyone off the hook easily.
It was a huge confidence boost for Jake and
great step forward on his road to Tokyo, given
how challenging the past year has been.
Whilst we had not sailed together before, we felt
we improved as the regatta proceeded. In the
end we won by just three points, with it all coming
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down to the last day. Once again, it shows just
how valuable consistency is: our worst result,
and drop from the nine races, was a 7th place.
Mark Bradford, Anthony Nossiter and Will
McCarthy on Pie definitely had a great time, as
well as taking it all the way to the end. As a crew,
they really embodied the ‘Let’s go yachting’
philosophy, and their enthusiasm was undeniably
contagious.
Matt Ramaley, who finished in 8th place overall,
and Matt McCann, in 9th, both sailed very well.
They have recently had refits to their boats by
fellow Member Richie Allanson, who always
seems to be around the Hardstand helping
everyone and making boats go better.

Above: Jake Lily (left),
and James Mayo
being presented with
the Eaton Cup by
Joyce Warn
Botom right: Nev
Wittey and crew.
Photos by Kylie
Wilson.

Everyone appeared to love the whole regatta,
and it was great having crews from further afield
who had made the big effort to be there. Many
of those sailors are used to sailing on flat water,
and so the traffic and lumpy seas were a startling
reminder of how hard it can be to sail on Sydney
Harbour. This was a significant challenge to their
usual environment but one they all seemed to
embrace. In the end, sailors, race officials and
Club personnel made a great contribution a very
successful Eaton Cup. Thank you all.

Youth Sailor Emily Keg writes
The conditions during the regatta were
challenging – the winds increased throughout
each day with large oscillations. Nevertheless, it
was another sublime weekend of racing on the
harbour and the Race Management Team made
sure we were on our toes with lively races.
I was onboard Yandoo XX as the main trimmer,
with skipper Nev Wittey and three sailors from
the Squadron Keelboat Program: Zac Quinlan
on trim, Ashton Scott on bow on Friday and
Kyra Early who took over for the rest of the
regatta. The team was easily recognisable on

the racecourse as we were sporting Nev’s iconic
sailing apparel – Hawaiian shirts. (Obviously, the
other crews hadn’t read the last line of the sailing
instructions about embracing the essence of
summer!)
After nine races, we placed 12th overall with 6th
as our best finish. The competition was extremely
tight. I’m relatively green to Etchells racing in
Sydney and I was impressed by the level of
experience and participation within the fleet.
Congratulations to James Mayo and crew on
Magpie for taking the win.
As a former Youth dinghy sailor, I’m enjoying
the Youth Program, as it gives me the chance
to broaden my skill set and serves as an ideal
transition to keelboat racing. I encourage
other Youth sailors who are looking for similar
opportunities to get involved in the program!
Finally, I would like to thank the Squadron for
conducting a terrific championship and the Race
Management Team of Ian Kingsford, Bill Fleming,
Charles Gay, Phil Maloney, Kylie Wilson and Gaye
Rosen. I very much look forward to participating
in future regattas.
Results
1 Magpie (EAUS 1486) James Mayo RSYS
2 Pie (EAUS 947) Mark Bradford RSYS
3 First Tracks (EAUS 1485) Peter Merrington/
Steve Jarvin CYCA
4 Havoc (EAUS 1487) Colin Beashel RSYS
5 Great White Hunter (EAUS 1483) David Dunn
RSYS
6 Flying High (EAUS 1475) JC Strong RSYS
7 Community Transmission (EAUS 1401)
Matthew Stenta RSYS
8 1463 (EAUS 1463) Matthew Ramaley RSYS
9 Carabella IV (EAUS 1219) Matt McCann RSYS
10 Vincero (EAUS 1343) Peter Gardner/Nick
Kingsmill RSYS

Family Fun
in Optimists
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by Guy Brown
One of the great benefits of Squadron membership
is introducing our children to the pleasure of sailing
from our Club on to beautiful Sydney Harbour.
On 29 November 30 three to six year olds came
down to the Club with their parents and grandparents in tow, for a taste of sailing in an Optimist
dinghy. The aim of the experience was to showcase what our Club has to offer for families in this
age bracket and to familiarise the youngsters with
our boats and premises.
After a demonstration of how to launch and get
into the boats safely and comfortably with the
little ones, all the families were off and sailing,
taking turns to do laps of the Pond. It was
delightful to see all the smiles as the children
experienced what was for many their first ever
sail. Most importantly it was also a very special
moment of sailing with their family. A few swims
off the ramp and some ice blocks helped to
keep everyone cool while some of the keen
ones racked up their third turn in an Opti.
Lifelong Member Marjorie Colman commented
‘As a grandparent, it brought me great joy to
see all the young ones having such a good time.’
The milkshakes served in the Careening Cove
afterwards received resounding slurps of approval.
Thank you to Youth Coach Josh Chant and the
Youth Sailing team for organising this opportunity.
The day demonstrated that sailing is fun, good
seamanship starts at a young age, and by
preference, in the RSYS Pond!
Family fun at our
Club.
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The Joy of J/70s
by Michael Nash

The inaugural J/70 East Coast Championship
was conducted by the Squadron from 27-28
November 2020. It was a welcome event as there
hadn’t been any class regattas since early March.

Above: Maybe-J
Below: Reg Lord
helming Juno.

Conditions were challenging. On day one the
wind was a very gusty, hot westerly that frequently
changed direction and intensity, making choosing
a side problematic. Unfortunately we chose the
wrong side in the first race and finished a long way
back in 5th. After that we sailed the next three
races in the middle of the course, trying to pick
the right time to tack or gybe, and this proved
more successful. Regardless, it was very close
for the most part between The Jackal, skippered
by Karyn Gojnich, James, skippered by Tim Ryan
and my crew on Maybe-J. In race 4, Andrew
Thompson on Jabberwocky scored a second.
Reg Lord on Juno was in a class of his own and
won every race he sailed. The regatta unfortunately
lost Yknot, skippered by Stephen Brady, in race
1 due to injury and was not able to contest any
further races.
On day two it was still blowing a strong westerly,
but the racing was much closer. Juno won again
from The Jackal. James was running 3rd until
a very loud bang on the second off-wind leg
caused them enough concern to lose a place.
During race 6 the wind began to build seriously,
and the first off-wind leg was a little wild but great
fun for all. Juno led up the second leg with The
Jackal again not that far behind, followed by
Jabberwocky in third. It was getting quite windy
up this leg, and most of us were wondering how

the next off-wind leg would pan out as J/70s are
very lively boats, especially in strong wind under
spinnaker. We will never know, as the race was
abandoned before we reached the top mark,
leaving some a little disappointed and others
greatly relieved.
Madness, Paul Breslin, and Nuvola, Marco Poli,
had their own battle for 6th place overall, often
finishing together. Madness triumphed, but it
was great to have the all-Italian crew race with
us during this regatta – they added some very
welcome international competition given the lack
of interstate competitors.
I bought a J/70 for two reasons: one being
fellow Squadron Members Sara Ladd and Olga
Skatkova, who had informed me that it was the
only boat on which they would sail with me, and
the other was seeing several J/70s sailing fast
and out of control in strong breeze during their
Nationals two years ago. Every time I looked, they
were tearing down-wind out of control, a handful
but exciting! I bought Maybe-J in 2019 together
with Olga, my brother Peter (with whom I owned
an Etchells) and John Watson, a very good sailor
and friend. My wife Maria is our fifth crew member.
We sail five-up because we are all serious cyclists
and can’t make the weight otherwise. It was
fortuitous that Sara and Karyn bought The Jackal
just after we bought our J/70, adding to the
numbers sailing at our Club.
Apart from the excitement and exhilaration, the
J/70 has proven itself to be an extremely versatile
boat that is enjoyed by a wide age and skill range
of sailors, of both genders, around the world.
More than 1,600 J/70s have been built with active
fleets in 30 countries. If you want to take it to the
next competitive level, the J/70 is highly technical
and demanding to perform well in. Recognised by
World Sailing as an international class, the J/70
Class holds annual European, North American,
South American and World Championship events
with special recognition of its Open, Corinthian,
Women and Youth champions.
The J/70 Australian National Championship
will be held at Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron over
Easter 2021. If you want to know more or go
for a sail… just ask.
Results
1 Juno (AUS 7071) Reg Lord CYCA
2 Maybe-J (AUS 1303) Michael Nash RSYS
3 The Jackal (AUS 1130) Karyn Gojnich RSYS
4 James (AUS 007) Tim Ryan CYCA
5 Jabberwocky (AUS 1129) Andrew Tompson
MHYC
6 Madness (AUS 1305) Paul Breslin RSYS
7 Nuvola (AUS 0070) Marco Poli CYCA
8 Yknot (AUS 7055) Stephen Brady DSC

Squadron Classic
“There is Nothing – Absolutely Nothing,
Half so Much Worth Doing as Simply Messing
About in Boats” – Kenneth Grahame
The Tale of Rapunzel

by Richard and Sandy Lawson
Rapunzel has been on both the Squadron Yacht
Register and on a Squadron mooring for more
than 25 years, initially for her previous owner,
John Hearne, and then for us. We bought into
the boat prior to the 2000 Sydney Olympics.
Rapunzel was originally built by Ken Beashel at
Elvina Bay, and launched in 1983 for his close
friend Ron Powell. She is a 33ft (10m) triplelaminated timber, fibre-glassed sheaved hull
topped with a teak timber deck and a varnished
teak trunk cabin. The design was drawn in the
late 1970s by the late and well-known Doug
Petersen of California. Although Rapunzel is
based on the now ‘infamous IOR rule’ of that
period, she was not designed to rate under
the rule but to be a more comfortable shorthand cruiser-racer which could be sailed easily,
without downwind death rolls! The result is a very
distinctive varnished stern-hung rudder, mounted
behind a substantial skeg, which has given us a
boat that is an absolute joy to steer downwind in
a heavy breezes and big seas. The resulting extra
wetted area that comes with this combination
would not be tolerated in today’s design world!
The highly varnished trunk cabin and toe rails are
all part of the ‘therapy’ required to keep one of
the present-day owners partially on the straight
and narrow…
For the past 20 years Rapunzel has provided
great joy for us and many friends who regularly
sail with us in the Ladies Twilights (since their
inception 17 years ago), the Friday Twilights,
Annual Squadron Cruises and countless trips to
Pittwater. We believe one of our more significant
achievements is the number of ladies who have
come aboard from the Ladies Of The Sea training
courses and sailed consistently with us. Invariably,
they go on to join our Club and sail as regular
crew on other yachts. This is a great outcome for
all concerned and has added to the composition
and camaraderie of our Club’s social life.
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Spirits of Nerida
CYCA Classic Sydney
Hobart Yacht Regatta
by Gary Cassidy
The eagerly awaited email from Lady Joan and
Sir James Gilbert Hardy arrives in my inbox. In
keeping with his Nerida sailing spirit, Sir James
signs with ‘Gilbert’.
Subject: NERIDA CREW – REGATTA 12/13
DECEMBER 2020
AHOY NERIDA CREW… I trust you are all in good
form. Please keep your fingers crossed for fine,
mild weather next weekend. The current forecast
for Saturday December 12 is looking good –
25 deg with 10-15 knots of easterly wind.
Would all the Saturday December 12/12/20 crew
please meet me on the hardstand at RSYS at
9.30am. We shall need the time to transport the
Jackyard spars and accompanying racing sails
to the yacht, in addition to removing the covers
and bird scarers onboard.
Looking forward to a fun weekend and good racing.
CHEERS
GILBERT
Saturday, Race 1
The breeze is a shifty eight kts, forecast to build to
15+ kts. As always, Joan’s victualing is seamless
and her presence serene. Dockside, Gilbert
presents each crewman with a new Nerida shirt.
We are all humbled by the knowledge of the
wonderful sailors who have previously donned a
Nerida shirt. Gilbert’s generosity of spirit bonds
the crew.
On Nerida, covers are removed, ensigns hoisted
and the boat rigged. These two hours of
preparation remind us that this unique, wonderful
yacht holds a cherished place in the Hardy family.
Father and son (David) are the only ones who
can help pair the multitude of shackle sizes with
correct tang, determine the clew from tack on
the Jackyard spar and run sheets through rigging
and bollard.
I am assigned to mainsheet, and Norm Hyett,
another of Nerida’s many, many indomitable
crew spirits, is perched astern in the same role.
As the mature, grey-haired crew, we are relieved
that two young and willing blokes are on board.
No winches will do that to you…
Despite lots of advice from astern (mostly
ignored), on the third attempt, the foredeck crew
cleanly hoists the Jackyard into its snug between
gaff and mainmast. It’s no easy feat; we muse on

how this was ever done offshore in years past.
With all five sails thirsting for wind, the spirits of
Nerida come alive. She has a course layout made
in heaven, with lots of reaching and not much
tacking.
The strategy is decided, the crew in position and
the Bowsprit spears the start line seconds after
the hooter. Many tonnes of underpowered yacht
are expertly helmed through a sloppy chop.
Calm dialogue between trimmers, helmsman
and tactician ensures the sails are constantly
tweaked. The breeze builds and Nerida senses
she is being pushed for speed; her hull and
rigging creak with pleasure.
The race progresses well. The tactician, with
eyes outside the boat, expertly guides us upwind
and stays in pressure lines downwind. Some
confusion about the course is our only tactical
slip-up. Plenty of conjecture ensues but Scrivs
wins the day. With some minutes lost we cross
the finish line. Nervous jokes abound about how
the tactical slip-up might improve the handicap
for Sunday’s race.
Back on the Squadron verandah, our tactician
feels contrite about the course slip-up and insists
on shouting us jugs of beer. The results come
through – we got the gong after all! The beer
immediately tastes better. Gilbert asks if I could
fit tell-tales to the side stays for next day’s racing.
I sense we are going up a gear tomorrow.
Sunday, Race 2
The course and breeze direction are similar to
Race 1 but with more puff. Davo subs in for Scrivs.
The Jackyard is made snug on the first hoist and
in record time. Matt and David are chuffed.
We have a cracker of a start, with Nerida fully
cranked as we hit the line. Our tactician works
on maximising our advantage from both tide and
wind. Helmsman and boat are in harmony. The
crew’s boat handling benefits from the prior day’s
outing. The breeze builds for our last work up to
Manly, and Nerida, now fully powered, requires
three beefy blokes to sweat home the last half
metre of the mainsheet.
Sean Langman, accomplished boat builder
and sailor, motors astern of us. He beams with
pride, having resurrected Nerida in 2007 from
her sinking. Unspoken mutual respect passes
between Gilbert and Sean.
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Our focus shifts quickly back to racing. Now
around the Manly mark, our last leg is a long
broad reach, then a run to the finish west of Clark
Island. To keep Nerida moving, we stay in zephyrs
and pull away when pressure allows. We run
square from Bradley’s Head toward the finish.
The mainsheet is let out to its knots, and the crew
works hard to wing the Jib Topsail by hand. After
we cross the line, David generously says he is not
sure we could have sailed the boat much better.
We dock at the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia
for the presentation. On disembarking, Gilbert
becomes Sir James – changing his brimmed
sailor’s sun hat to his cherished weather-beaten,
shiny black peaked cap. We are pleased to learn
that we won the day and our Division overall.
Sir James makes a humble, sincere speech that
perfectly articulates the heartfelt gratitude we all
feel toward the Regatta organisers. I reflect on
how the Hardys’ generosity has afforded me the

wonderful opportunity to become one of the
many privileged spirits of Nerida.
As we walk to Nerida’s dock, father quietly
announces to son that he has sailed his last
regatta as the Skipper of Nerida. I am struck that
we have just witnessed James Gilbert pass on
the mantle of the many, many spirits of Nerida,
as I suspect it passed to him. No fuss, no bother,
just is.

Nerida’s racing sails
from the bow... Jib, Jib
Topsail, Staysail, Main,
and Jackyard. Photo
John Jeremy
Below: Sir James
sporting his customary
peaked cap.

22

A win for all ages
CYCA Classic Sydney
Hobart Yacht Regatta
by Nicole Shrimpton
What a day for Defiance, the 1935 Ernest Digby
designed International 8 Metre. With the help of
the Squadron’s Youth team and sailing supremo
Neville Wittey, the youngest crew on the oldest
boat still regularly racing managed to outsail the
legendary winners of the Sydney Hobart Yacht
Races to win the 2020 Classic Sydney Hobart
Yacht Regatta.
The RSYS Youth team comprised Emily Keg,
Kyra Early, Jed Cruickshank, Aiden Mansley, Zac
Quinlan and Zac West, ably assisted by Gordon
Ingate’s grandson Nicholas and energetic Boating
Solutions racer Nic Doig-Higgs.
For me, it was one of the thrilling highlights of
eight years custodianship. For Neville Wittey, an
Olympian, Sayonara and World Cup winner and
über coach, this was the perfect expression of
training applicable to any vessel.
‘When people cotton on that this beautiful old
boat is being sailed by a bunch of kids, they are
in disbelief,’ said Neville, clearly delighted at the
prowess of his young stars. ‘They have no bad
habits. My personal desire is to teach them all the
skills but first and foremost to fuel their passion.
It’s such a delight to see them respond to this
boat. Defiance is the perfect platform because
it’s not an easy platform. Audibly and physically,

there has to be back-up, communication and
understanding for things to work.’
Defiance beat iconic winners such as Love
and War, Fidelis and Kialoa II on a comparable
handicap in a tight finish. Any Sydney to Hobart
boat pre-1975 is allowed to enter this popular
Classic regatta commendably created by the
CYCA. Incredibly for an 8 Metre, Defiance
completed five Hobarts, the first in 1946.
The 2020 Regatta was especially poignant in
the context of a world-wide pandemic which
sadly then caused the Sydney to Hobart race
to be cancelled. I felt that at least some of the
great boats and sailors from Hobarts past were
maintaining a vital tradition.
Nerida and Jasnar, skippered by their owners
Sir James Hardy OBE and 95 year old Gordon
Ingate OAM, won Divisions Two and Three,
delivering a hat trick for our Club. The win for
Gordon, and his Sayonara Cup champions David
Chapman and David Giles, surely makes him one
of the oldest competing champions of any sport
in the world!
For Neville, sharing the podium with two revered
sailing legends and fellow Olympians brought
another perspective. ‘I always used to be the
youngest kid doing this and that. To stand
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alongside Gordon and Sir James… I felt like a
school boy. It was amazing.’
The spread of ages simply re-affirmed his choice,
as a youth, for a life in sailing over the promise of
an international soccer career. Neville’s genuine
appreciation of timber boats began at a very
early age when the reward was shared wisdom
and the treat of a pink lemonade. Adolescent
years were steeped in the fairing and varnishing
of boats such as his own VJ, and those of
Commodore Norman Longworth and Dragonbuilder Alan Jarman.
He remembers the 8s Packadoo and Norske,
and the 12 Metre Vim catching his eye. ‘I used to
look at those boats and go “Wow.” They were the
gods and lords of the harbour. The crews who
raced these boats were big men. You needed to
be strong to handle the gear.

trimmers are able to help set up the boat, you
don’t have to steer it. She goes like a rocket.

‘Thinking back, there was no way they would have
tried to sail those boats around Sydney Harbour
with a bunch of teenagers. But here we are having
the opportunity to bang around the harbour in a
boat made in 1935 in, I feel, a very competitive
manner with young boys and girls as crew.’

‘Then on the last beat we had about ten
spinnaker gybes,’ said Neville with glee. ‘We
threw everything at it but the kitchen sink. We
used every trick in the book to keep up the
pressure on the other boats. I thought the
crew did extremely well.’

Whilst there is something of an emerging trend
among the young to have a Classic in the family,
for a Youth team with their head in match racing
Elliotts, it was quite a blooding. For Emily, a
competitor in both the Hardy Cup and the Etchells
Milson Silver Goblets, the ride on Defiance was
not only her first time on a Classic, it was the first
time she had seen one. Stunned by the beauty
of Defiance, but unsure of how she would race,
Emily was pleasantly surprised.

Emerging helmsman Jed Cruickshank relished
the physical demands of old school style of big
boating and the need to swap out. Sharing the
load was a novel experience to the young sailor
more attuned to lighter boats.

Assuming my role on runners, she was delighted
in the requisite adjustment of tension by feel.
‘It was a lot more enjoyable racing a classic than
other yachts I have sailed,’ said Emily. ‘Maybe
it was the atmosphere too. Sailing in essence is
you, the boat and the conditions; that’s all you
have. With new boats, it’s very technical and you
can lose touch. We need to preserve old sailing.
You can engage by the touch, that’s the beauty
of it. It was an amazing experience.’
As Emily concentrated on the runners, petite
teammate Kyra dedicated her acumen to the
pointy end, a critical role on an 8 Metre where
the large overlapping headsail obscures the
action ahead for the helm.
‘Communication on the boat was first class. We
had no surprises around the track about where
we were, what we had to do, tack, dip, gybe,
whatever,’ recalled Neville proudly. ‘The crew
were always in control. We had absolutely brilliant
reporting on the breeze for long and short term.
The co-ordination we developed between the
trimmers on the headsail and the main was
superb. With Defiance, the trim is critical. If the

Zac Quinlan, dynamic co-ordinator of our Club’s
booming programmes for keel boats and schools,
is one of the young driving forces behind sailing
education at the Squadron. He is also the
youngest crew to have earned himself a platinum
pass on Defiance for his passion and verve.
Zac said, ‘It is so cool to be involved with such a
piece of history on the water and learning to sail
how they did previously. We are learning so much
from all these amazing sailors, gaining experience
from the legends of the sport. These days the
boats are all about controls and are very finely
tuned. With Defiance it is all about balance, and
when she gets that balance, she simply flies.’
There probably has not been a more satisfying
day on Defiance than a victory with Youth sailors.
Bill Gale, veteran and Classic enthusiast once
said to me that a boat can make your life. I hope
it can make many lives. Not only is my beautiful
boat a continuing platform of excellence, I like to
think of her as a passport to the beautiful world of
Classics. There is a really special, close knit family
of 8 Metre owners all around the world – from Varg
and Juanita in Tasmania and Juana and Sandra
on Pittwater, to Saskia, Erica (formerly J) and
Miss U on the Solent to the exquisite Hispania,
Hollandia and France in Europe, and Falcon and
Gefion in Canada. And with this win in particular,
these kids have their passports stamped.

Gordon Ingate and
Nicole Shrimpton.
Photos Foucauld Dalle.
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Right: Jane
McCullough and
Jono McCray
activating sea flares
Below: Genevieve
White instructs the
SSS course.
Photos by Karyn
Gojnich.

On Course
for Success

Sea Safety and Survival course
by Jane McCullough and Kylie Lloyd
Take a chance and seize the opportunity –
it is worth it!
In November 2020, as part of the suite of training
courses available at the Squadron, Genevieve
White from Marine Safety Works provided
the Safety and Sea Survival Course. This course
meets the Australian Sailing requirement, and it
is recommended that offshore sailors attend a
similar course every five years. This is the (in)
famous course at which participants bond whilst
swimming in the dark, in cold rain, in the Qantas
training pool at Mascot. Genevieve is a talented
educator who conveyed an amazing amount of
information in bite-sized and accessible chunks,
taking into account the variety of experience and
sailing interests in the room. Whether you want to
sail in the next Sydney to Hobart, participate in a
boat delivery or be confident in your cruising, this
course will provide the basis to achieve your goal.
Twenty intrepid participants braved two days of
activities that were fun, excellent practise and
hopefully will never be required in an emergency.
Three members of the RSYS Sailing Committee
and several other Club Members attended. Some
were there to learn for the first time, others to be
reminded of safety strategies, or hear about the
changes and developments in safety equipment.

There were a number of highlights over the two
days. Out of the pool, this included being familiar
with safety equipment. Letting off a flare (in the
safety of the Squadron grounds) was fun but also
an important experience – the pop, the delay
when it is activated and the time some flares
last… at sea a minute is a very short period of
time to be spotted. It was also helpful to discuss
options for safety gear and to handle them, as
well as learning what should be in your personal
grab bag.
And so to the pool. The activities in the pool were
less arduous than legend may have you believe.
The pool is cold, so it’s important to wear layers
of clothing. However this is not a repeat of your
high school Bronze Medallion swim in clothes –
although we did have to swim half the length of
a pool with a fellow participant in tow.
This is also your chance to jump safely out
of a ‘plane wreck’ and have your jacket inflate
auto-matically (no one had to manually inflate
a life jacket.) For those of us with a hydrostatic
activation, the experience of waiting a moment
for it to inflate once you hit the water helped
us to appreciate the need to remain calm and
to understand and trust our safety equipment.
There is no prize for being the first in completing
an activity. Each activity involved making sure
everyone was safe while participating, so there
was lots of teamwork – especially getting in and
out of the pool.
The life raft activities were adapted to be COVIDsafe but we still saw it inflate, then took turns
to flip it over, learning where to place our feet
and move like a seal to get into it. Luckily, no
photographs were taken!
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We each brought our own experiences to the
group; familiarity with safety planning, risk
management and risk assessment. Genevieve
encouraged us to have lists on the boat sensibly
located and for these lists to have been read and
understood by everyone. For us, there were a
couple of key takeaways we would like to share:
•

Confirming the chain of command

•

Clarifying procedures on a particular boat
and where safety equipment is located

•

Clear communication at all times.

At the end of the weekend, our brains were full
and we were all enthusiastically planning our next
sailing experience – which hopefully won’t involve
a life raft.

Diesel Engines course
by Vicki Kornman

Lily Barlow (far right)
leads the course in
the RSYS Members
shed.

Lily Barlow, a Master Captain and keen mechanical
coach, ran a two-day marine diesel engines
basics course at the Squadron in mid-December.
I was keen to join, having recently joined the
‘diesel set’ with our Halvorsen Viking 32 Siyanda.
The opportunity to better understand what I could
do, and more importantly, what I shouldn’t do,
was invaluable. The course was specifically
targeted at women sailors with little or no prior
experience.
I was joined by four other like-minded diesel
owners for one day of theory and the subsequent
day of hands-on diesel engine maintenance
and trouble shooting. There was no assumed
knowledge and we all got our hands dirty with
a real diesel engine. It was great to go through
the various maintenance steps with full visibility
of what we were likely to see on board, but
without the challenge of cramped space, poor
lighting, bilge odours and a turbulent ocean.
I’m sure I will get my chance at these soon
enough!
Lily was such a good teacher: interesting and
concise. She didn’t try to turn us into mechanics.
Nevertheless, in two days I felt confident I could
change the oil, the fuel filters and the oil filter,
check the coolant, replace an impeller and bleed
the fuel lines. I learned many simple but helpful

tips for trouble shooting, as well as understanding
when to call your mechanic. Black smoke, blue
smoke and white smoke – we covered them all.
It was a brilliant course, and highly recommended
for all RSYS diesel owners.
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Barranjoey Pin
Recipient
by Gordon Lavery

Iain Murray in high
demand from the
media before stepping
on board Wild Oats XI.
Photo Rolex Stefano
Gattini.

Iain Murray AM
Barranjoey Pin Number 159

Awarded for Star Worlds 2005,
Olympic Selection – Star, Beijing 2008

after that. It was the same sort of story really,
designing, building and sailing them.
‘With sailing, for me it’s always been split equally
between the competition and the technology –
designing and making boats, then proving them
out on the racecourse. From my early days of
sailing and then designing the boats, it was
always the scribbling and drawing and trying to
follow my own instincts of what I thought was
a better widget.’
Iain’s talent was being noticed. At just 17 years
old he was offered sponsorship by Channel 7
and given a new 18-Footer called Color7 for the
‘76–’77 season, a boat which became one of the
most recognised on the harbour. For an innovator
like Iain, the scope for design experimentation
offered by the 18-Footers was almost unmatched.
In 1978, Iain and John McConaghy pioneered
composite boats, building the world’s first carbon
Nomex honeycomb hull. The pair flew to the U.S.
to source materials from aircraft manufacturing.

Iain Murray is one of Australia’s most prominent
and successful sailors, but he quietly describes
himself as a ‘thinker’ and a ‘scribbler’, although
definitely not one to accept the status quo. From
an early age Iain sought ways to make yachts
work better.
He began sailing Flying Ants at Middle Harbour
Yacht Club when he was nine or 10 and after
a couple of years moved on to Cherubs. It was
then he decided he knew enough to design and
build his own Cherub – a boat that was going
to be quite different.
‘It was flatter fore and aft, finer in the bow and
flared in the transom. I don’t know what made
me think of those changes, but I had a standard
production Cherub at the time and there were
some things about it that I didn’t like.’
With the encouragement of his father, Iain put pen
to paper, designed and then built a boat that was
a winner. Iain won the Cherub Nationals with it in
January 1973.
Throughout his sailing career, Iain has won
World (10), National (10) and State (9) titles in
several classes; has designed competitive yachts;
competed at the Olympics; been a successful
ocean racer and has had a close involvement in
the America’s Cup as both competitor and later
as administrator.
After his first National title, Iain continued to design
and build successful Cherubs and other classes
while developing his own sailing experience.
‘I moved on from the Cherub, did a year in
the 16-Footers, then moved to the 12-Footers

‘It was pretty tricky, we didn’t really know what
we were doing but we were fearless and brave
enough. We had some advice from a really smart
guy at Ford Aerospace who basically gave us a
two-day lecture on how to build a carbon fibre
boat, so we grabbed all the materials and came
back to Australia and had a go. Initially, the boat
performed better than the crew. We capsized
a lot, but at the end of the day we won every
regatta.’
Iain Murray is credited with designing the modern
18-Footer. He won the JJ Giltinan International
Trophy, considered the equivalent of the World
Championship, for six years from 1977 to 1982.
It was then he stepped away to begin a long and
continuing association with the America’s Cup.
‘It was another mountain to climb. We’d been
quite dominant in the 18-Footer era and there
were ants in my pants to go and do something
else. The first part of it was learning and
experience, it was the Squadron challenge for
1983 backed by Syd Fischer, and it was pretty
well in motion when I turned up on Syd’s doorstep offering to help.’
Iain later became skipper of the boat – Advance
– at age 23. Advance was not as fast as expected
in Newport and was eliminated early, giving Iain
the opportunity to expand his contacts and help
out with Australia II’s historic winged-keel winning
campaign.
The America’s Cup has played a major role in
Iain’s life ever since, although he did take time out
for other achievements such as winning the 1984
Etchells Worlds in Sydney.
Iain joined Kevin Parry’s Taskforce 87 Syndicate
planning an assault on the 1987 America’s
Cup defence in Fremantle. He co-designed

the Syndicate’s three Kookaburra yachts and
skippered Kookaburra III in the unsuccessful
defence against Dennis Connor’s Stars and
Stripes. Iain was involved to some extent
with a number of syndicates and it has been
a ‘continuous, almost vertical’ learning curve
stretching over nearly four decades.
He grew up in an era when Olympic competitors
could be only amateur athletes, so sailors had
to make an early career decision about whether
to follow – and whether they could fund – that
amateur path or become a professional sailor
and make their sport a career.
‘I didn’t have choice really. I couldn’t afford to
pursue my sailing without being supported and
sponsored and so I went off down the skiff route
and it was of more interest to me because it was
development technology, involving faster and
more exciting boats at the time.’
Over the years, the rules were relaxed, but Iain
was by then heavily involved in America’s Cup
competition and yacht design, so he didn’t have
time to consider an Olympic bid.
He left America’s Cup racing after the One
Australia campaign in 1995 and devoted his
efforts to his property development business
ventures. When he came up for air a decade later
in 2004, he was approached by Andrew Palfrey
who suggested an Olympic campaign in a Star.
Iain was 46 at the time. He would be 50 at the
Beijing Games. It was going to be a physically
tough campaign, but it included a World title in
2005 which earned him the nomination for the
Barranjoey Pin.
Iain and Andrew qualified for Beijing and found
the Games to be an incredible experience overall,
but a little odd on the racetrack. They had spent
the four-year campaign on starting lines that
would have 100 jostling boats. At the Olympics
there were just 16 boats which oddly felt a bit of
an anti-climax, even if they were racing the best
in the world. They achieved a mid-fleet result at
the Games.
‘The Olympics is a select few who qualify to go,
and at the end of the day, it is quite a different
competition from what you have spent all your
time in training.’
As Iain sailed in China, storm clouds gathered
in the financial world. The Global Financial
Crisis dominated his next couple of years as he
restructured his business in a massively changed
financial environment.
Then in 2010, out-of-the-blue one Sunday afternoon, Iain received a phone call: he was asked
if he would take on the role of Regatta Director
for the 34th America’s Cup to be held in San
Francisco in 2013, re-establishing his long
connection with the event. He has since been

Regatta Director at the 35th Cup in 2017 and
again for 2021 in Auckland.

27

‘It’s been a journey of excitement. The America’s
Cup was five generations of International
America’s Cup class, which I’d been quite
involved in developing back in the early ‘90s,
but they ran their journey and by 2010 we
were talking about catamarans and new events
and television. It was rather like going back to
18-Footers but on steroids. So, for me to be
put in charge of administering that was a pretty
exciting opportunity.
‘Now we have this iteration of big monohull
winged gadgets and in the first generation they
are putting on a pretty good show. To be match
racing these sorts of boats at that speed, at that
tempo, is incredible.’
It remains to be seen how the technology
translates to mainstream yacht racing. The issues
Vendée Globe boats experienced with their foils in
2020-21 indicate there’s more work to be done.
‘I think one of the really great things for sailing is
that it is wonderful ground for proving technology
and inventing things.’
Iain doesn’t sit around between America’s Cup
engagements. He’s often tactician aboard Wild
Oats XI, has done several Sydney to Hobarts
and he still races an Etchells. So much so, that in
2019 at age 60, he again won the Etchells World
Championship, this time in Corpus Christi, Texas.
‘That’s the other great thing about sailing. It keeps
people in the sport for very long periods of time. I
just look back at the last couple of years – a crusty
old dog like me winning the Worlds 35 years apart,
in what other sport could you have done that?’
His feats have been recognised by the Squadron
which named him Sailor of the Year in 2020.
When he returns from the forthcoming America’s
Cup in Auckland, he will revert to his Olympic
connection, resuming his role as Australian
Sailing Director for the 2020/2021 Tokyo Olympic
Campaign.
So, what advice would Iain give to a youngster
setting out in sailing?
‘The best advice my father gave me was, “Don’t
be afraid to follow your dreams; pursue your
dreams – the rest will come and fill around them.”
I think that was great advice for me.’
Iain is also philosophical about what the future
holds:
‘I just follow my nose really. I don’t stand still in
one area for long, I have moved around through
boats and competition and design, the property
investment business, back into boats, race
administration – it’s been a colourful journey,
but generally, I will go looking for things and try
to be positive about making them better.’

Iain Murray 2019/20
RSYS Yachtsman of
the Year.

28

Youth News

Sail Sydney
by Nathan Deng
Twenty seven Squadron Youth sailors competed
in six different classes at Sail Sydney 2020,
hosted by Woollahra Sailing Club from 10 to 13
December 2020. Of the 11 Laser 4.7s in the fleet,
seven came from RSYS. We are enthusiastic
sailors and constantly seek improvement – for
example we usually get on to the water two
hours before a race.
Sail Sydney was certainly a most tricky regatta!
The tides, the shifty wind and amount of crowding
on the racecourse were extremely challenging to
all the competitors. On the first day we were hit
with a massive southerly, blowing at least 20-25kts
consistently and gusting around 30kts. It was a
very difficult day for competitors, and many either
didn’t start the race or didn’t finish the race. In
the 4.7 class, we pulled on our control lines and
hiked hard – trying to keep the boat flat was
RSYS Radial sailors
L to R: Gianni Watson,
Ashton Scott,
Annabelle Connery,
coach Mike Fletcher,
Garth Bickford, Gretel
Payne, Isobel Payne,
Quentin Burns
Below: Nathan Deng.
Photo by Beau
Outteridge

especially important that day to make progress.
After all this effort, only one race was conducted,
and we were sent back home.
Day two was like every other ‘normal’ day: the
breeze blew 16-18kts and the tide was negligible,
however the wind was rather shifty, and it was
hard to know which side of the fleet would make
the most gains. The 4.7 fleet managed three
races that day which was very enjoyable.
On the third day of Sail Sydney, our fleet had
a consistent breeze of 15-16kts, sometimes
gusting 18-20kts, and a weak tide that didn’t
affect the sailors on the course as much.
Surprisingly, we observed a big, overhead cloud
rolling in from the horizon. The wind shifted, and
the course had to be moved twice – only to be
moved back to the original spot! The last race was
turned into a three lap race. Three races were
enjoyed by the 4.7s and everyone sailed well.
The final day’s racing commenced at 1330hrs with
winds blowing from the ESE at 13-16kts. The day
was rather warm, and the tide quite prominent.
I discovered this with my coach in the pre-start:
with the help of a tide stick, tide could be seen
to be flowing up the racecourse stronger on the
left side of the course. The left side could also be
seen as favoured, due to the wind being biased
towards the left. Sailors participated in two races
and the day was over fast; this day determined
your overall placing for the entire regatta.
All in all, Sail Sydney is an experience from which
most sailors gain a great deal, including new skills
and techniques which will remain with us for a
long time. Thank you to the coaches, parents and
volunteers who all helped us to do our best out
on the water.
Full results are available at
sailingresults.net/?ID=80401.

Squadron Summer Camp
by Isobel and Gretel Payne

Everything changed this year because of COVID,
and the annual RSYS Summer Camp was no
exception. It is usually a week-long residential
camp at Point Wolstoncroft, however this year,
a group of Youth sailors of all ages and sailing
experience participated in a five day camp based
out of the Squadron.
Sadly, our planned windsurfing activities on the
first day were cancelled due to forecast high
wind. However the coaches organised a RIB
charting activity which involved measuring depths
around the harbour using an anchor and some
zip ties. That afternoon we competed in relay
races in our camp teams: Red, Yellow, Green
and Blue. Each team member had to race
from the Pond to a laid mark in both a Tackers
Optimist and a Club Pacer. Some very oversized
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Laser sailors like myself found ourselves back
in plastic Optis!

games on the grass. It was a relaxing and fun
way to end the day.

Fortunately, day two was a better day, and we
sailed as a group to Manly in a beautiful breeze.
After the two hour trip and a quick packed lunch
on the beach, kids and instructors jumped on to
stand-up paddle boards (SUPs) provided by the
Manly Kayaking Club for a game of ‘SUPball’
(a volleyball style game.) We enjoyed two hours
of chaos and fun before being towed home and
finishing off the day with a sausage sizzle.

On the fourth day we enjoyed a delicious
breakfast before heading out on the RIBs. Some
of us went to help with the bags, while others got
a ride to Hunters Hill to start bringing back our
boats. We all hitched a tow and returned to the
Squadron in time for afternoon fun. During the
second part of the day, we sailed on three yachts
owned by RSYS Members, who had kindly
offered to take us out for a few hours. The boats
were: Hell Razer, owned by Ian MacDiarmid,
Rapunzel, owned by Richard Lawson, and Ca Va,
owned by Mike Mansley. Thank you very much.

The third day again provided beautiful weather
for a leisurely sail to Rose Bay for fun, games
and lunch on the beach. Winning teams earned
points in the different games we played, and
team spirit was strong. The sea breeze started
to pick up once we left the beach, which made
for a very fun downwind sail for the Lasers, Optis
and Pacers, under the Harbour Bridge and all
the way to Hunters Hill Sailing Club. There were
certainly a few capsizes! Once we arrived at
HHSC, sailors were ferried across to Cockatoo
Island by RIB, for an overnight camp. Once there,
we set up our tents and were introduced to our
parent helpers for the night. A big thank you to
Jess Tattersall, Luan Atkinson and Andrew Payne
for volunteering to supervise. Before bed, the kids
explored the island, some going up the hill to get
a better view, others going for a walk or playing

We sailed up the harbour and poked our noses
out the Heads. We learned a great deal about
how yachts work, their sails, using winches, and
many other things besides. We also had some
team challenges and attempted to finish them
on the boats – although I don’t think anyone was
able to complete the task of getting a photo with
a seaplane!
On the last day, we didn’t take out our usual
boats, instead we went sailing with our teams on
the Club’s Elliott 7s for a bit of fun. Some decided
to jump off for a swim. Overall, it was a fun camp,
even though it was different to previous years.
We believe everyone enjoyed themselves!
A week of fun at the
Squadron Summer
Camp.
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New Members
The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below
to membership of the Squadron

The Flag Officers,
Committee and
Members extend their
sympathies to the
families of those recently
deceased Members
listed below:
Corbett, Robert David;
Crichton-Brown,
Robert Anthony;
Dulhunty OAM,
Philip Wellesley;
Hallett, John Cyril;
Fisher, Penelope Brough;
Anderson, Malcolm John

New Member

Proposer

Seconder

METROPOLITAN
de Carle, David
Namdari-Zandi, Kiumars
Ryan, Colin
Gosnell, Peter
Drennan, Noel
Anderson, Gail
Ouvrier, Priscilla
Sinclair, Joanne
Archibald, Stuart
Pickhaver, John
White, John
Metcalf, Arnold
Shaw, Robin
Urludag, Erol
Wilkinson, Kurt
Johnson, Bradley
Worner, Colin

R I Brook
A J Kemp
R Graham AM
M W Prentice
R J Allanson
J I Mathers
P D Lewis
M M Knapp
T E Moult
I Clarke
P Cave AM
A Denham
M C Prentice
H G Davis AM
M J McCarthy
R Franklin
A D Sunman

P G Caspari
P J Davison
E J Blackadder
M C Prentice
I G Murray AM
A R Killen
I R Box
T Field OAM
P M Zhender
Rear Commodore R Taylor
S Dunn
R Kornman
M W Prentice
R C Small
M J McCann
G Moss
J Howell

COUNTRY
Stephen, Angus
Goldsmith, Mark
Wilson, Heather

Vice Commodore C Brook
P Clitheroe AM
S Ewen OAM

D Muller
D Armstrong
Prof. R Lusby AM

ABSENTEE
Brook, Alexandra

F Thorpe

C Davidson

INTERMEDIATE
Chivers, Jamie
Griffin, James
Gresson, Kathryn
Blanc-Ramos, Tara
Jones, Murray
Kenny, Anthony
Dullard, Stuart

Captain K D Gojnich
Vice Commodore C P Brook
P J Curry
J C Kirkjian
Vice Commodore C P Brook
Captain K D Gojnich
Richard Allsop

C R Thackray
Captain K D Gojnich
B Wexham
T H Cox AM
Captain K D Gojnich
D Scrambler
J Diacopoulos

AFFILIATE
de Carle, Fleur
Namdari-Zandi, Beverly
Anderson, David
Wilson, Kathryn
Johnson, Laura
Stephen, Jane
Worner, Fay

R I Brooks
A J Kemp
J I Mathers
Commodore J R Dunstan
R Franklin
Vice Commodore C Brook
A D Sunman

P Caspari
P Davison
A R Killen
Commodore M P Levy
G Moss
D Muller
J Howell

YOUTH
Tyler, Cara
Henderson, Massimo
Burns, Misima
Stephen, Hamish
Stephen, Chloe
Stephen, Stewart

R McLachlan
R McLachlan
R McLachlan
Vice Commodore C Brook
Vice Commodore C Brook
Vice Commodore C Brook

S Hunt
S Hunt
S Hunt
D Muller
D Muller
D Muller

Club Life

RSYS Activities
March to May

March

Saturday 13
Sunday 14

Singapore Chilli Night
Sunday A la Carte Lunch
Sunday Twilight
Tuesday 16
Yoga
Book Club
Tuesday Twilight Prizegiving Dinner
Wednesday 17 Monthly Wine Tasting
18-19
Women’s Diesel Engine Course
		
Friday 19
Friday Twilight
Rooftop Bar
Tuesday 23
Yoga
Stepping Stone House Bridge Day
Wednesday 24 Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner
Thursday 25
Stepping Stone House Regatta
Friday 26
Friday Twilight Prizegiving Dinner
Sunday 28
Sunday Twilight
Tuesday 30
Yoga
Opera by the Harbour “La Traviata”
Dinner & Theatre Event

April

2-5
Wednesday 7
10-17
Sunday 11
Wednesday 14
Tuesday 20
Wednesday 21
Friday 23
Tuesday 27
Wednesday 28

May

Saturday 1
Saturday 8
Sunday 9
Tuesday 18
Wednesday 19

2020 renaissance: Bridge, Christmas Dining-in
Night, Book Club Christmas lunch and the
Paspaley ‘Pearl Discovery’ lunch.

Friday 21
Tuesday 25
Wednesday 26
Friday 28

Easter Long Weekend
Bridge Lesson 1
Annual Cruise Briefing & Dinner
Squadron Annual Cruise
Sunday A la Carte Lunch
Bridge Lesson 2
Guest Speaker Dinner
Elizabeth Farrelly “Killing Sydney”
Bridge Lesson 3
Monthly Wine Tasting
Annual Cruise Prizegiving Dinner
Book Club
Bridge Lesson 4
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Carabella Room/NBV
Carabella Room
CCA
Shell Cove Room
Carabella Room
Carabella Room/NBV
CCA
Kirribilli Room &
Members Shed
CCA
Shell Cove Room
Shell Cove Room
Carabella Room/NBV
Carabella Room
CCA
Carabella Room/NBV
CCA
Shell Cove Room
Sirius Cove/Mrs
Macquarie’s Chair

Shell Cove Room
Carabella Room
Pittwater
Carabella Room
Shell Cove Room
Carabella Room
Shell Cove Room
CCA
Carabella Room
Shell Cove Room
Shell Cove Room

Combined Clubs Winter Series commences
Youth Prizegiving
Carabella Room
Sunday A la Carte Lunch
Carabella Room
“Hamilton” the musical
Sirius Cove Room/
Dinner & Theatre Event
Lyric Theatre
Literary Lunch Susannah Fullerton
Carabella Room
“Jeeves & Wooster”
Monthly Wine Tasting
CCA
Crabshack Dinner
Carabella Room
Book Club
Carabella Room
Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner Carabella Room
Squadron Annual Prizegiving
Carabella Room
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Squadron
Crested Goods

Card Players
Calendar

RSYS branded Sail Racing gear

March

Thursday 11

Duplicate

Monday

Mixed Bridge – Duplicate

Bowman Cotton Polo

$99

Bowman Tech Polo

$89

SR Softshell Jacket

$219

Bowman Tech Tee

$79

Tuesday 23

Long Sleeve Rashie

$129

Thursday 25 Duplicate

Short Sleeve Rashie

$119

Bowman Cotton Short

$169

Bowman Tech Short

$169

Gale (Women’s) Tech Short

$169

Thursday 18

Rubber

Monday

Mixed Bridge – Duplicate

Monday

22

29

April

Stepping Stone House Bridge Day
Mixed Bridge – Rubber

Thursday

1

Rubber

Monday

5

NO BRIDGE – Easter Monday

Thursday

8

Duplicate

Monday

Squadron items

15

12 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate

Thursday 15 Duplicate

Rugby Jersey

$88

V-Neck Jumper

$170

Thursday 22 Rubber

Submariner Jumper

$176

Monday

Widebrim Hat/with band

$30/$90

Cap

$32

Beanie

$28

Burke glove (half finger)

$29

D-Loop Belt

Monday

19 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
26 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate

Thursday 29 Teams
Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday

10

March

Wednesday

14

April

Wednesday

12

May

$73.50

Wednesday

9

June

Striped Belt

$59

$65.00 per person

Burgees (various sizes)

$33-$92

PFD

$147

Sailing Bag

$137.50

Cooler Bag

$46

Sunglass Strap

$6

Cufflinks

$27.50

Silk Tie (members only)

$75.50

Ladies Scarf

$71.50

Headskinz

$15

Lapel Pin

$5.50

Members receive a 10% discount on Sail racing
gear. Prices include GST.
All items are available from the RSYS Retail Store
in the sailing office reception area.
Please direct enquiries to Catherine Miranda at
catherine@rsys.com.au.

Notes on Card Dates:

1. First & Third Thursday – Rubber Bridge.
Price $40.00 includes sandwich luncheon.
On the First Thursday in July 2021 a Hot Dish will be
served in place of the sandwich luncheon. Price $45.00.
The Annual Meeting, rescheduled from 2020, will be
held on Thursday 4th March 2021.
The Annual Meeting for 2021 will be held on Thursday
1st July 2021.
2. Second & Fourth Thursdays – Duplicate Bridge.
Price $40.00 includes sandwich luncheon.
3. Fifth Thursdays – Teams Bridge. Price $40.00
includes sandwich luncheon.
4. Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday
afternoons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings should
be made by Friday of the preceding week and where
possible in pairs to facilitate play. All welcome.
First & Fifth Mondays – Price $10.00. Second, Third &
Fourth Mondays – Price $20.00, includes supervision.
5. Members wishing to make permanent bookings for
2021 are requested to complete the special form for this
purpose, available from the reception desk or online via
the Bridge page.

Club Information

Clubhouse

Due to Government regulations during the
COVID-19 pandemic, Clubhouse access is
restricted to diners with bookings.
Please note this information is current at the time
of going to press and may change. For the latest
updates on the Clubhouse operations, please
visit our website www.rsys.com.au/COVID-19.

Reception

The House Reception is staffed Monday to Friday
from 8am to 5pm and on weekends from 8am
until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Home Dining

We are pleased to offer Members a range of
Home Dining options, freshly cooked by our
Chefs, for Take-away or Home Delivery. Your
purchase will be charged to your House Account.
Our current menu includes:
Three Course Dinner Party, Friday & Saturday
Cooked Roasts, Tuesday to Sunday
Fresh Family Meals, Tuesday to Sunday
Frozen Meals, all week.
The menu is subject to change, and take-away
and delivery arrangements vary. Please refer to
the menu mailed out with your Statement and
included in the OnBoard e-newsletter, or visit our
website www.rsys.com.au.

Fort Denison Cellar

The Cellar is open and Members are welcome to
enter and purchase wine. Please assist our staff
to comply with social distancing rules by making
an appointment in advance, call Jamie or Kim on
02 9017 0121.
Wine lists have been posted to Members with
their statements and may be viewed online at
www.rsys.com.au/clubhouse/cellar (login to
Members Area) and
www.rsys.com.au/home-dining.
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Waterfront

Our Waterfront is open for all boat repairs and
maintenance. Our staff are on hand for anti-foul
jobs, shipwright, electrical and mechanical work.
Call Louise on 02 9017 0161 to make a booking.
The tender service is running and fuel is available
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm and weekends
8am-5pm. Please note restrictions and
conditions apply to use of the Pond and tender
service. Please see our website for details.

Accommodation

House Rooms
We offer five fully furnished en suite rooms.
These have been refurbished recently.
Waterfront Apartments
Our five fully furnished, serviced apartments
are available for booking. They have Harbour
frontage and are only minutes’ walking distance
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to
the apartments is not available.
All apartments are decorated with nautical
memorabilia and international yacht club
burgees.
Deposits:
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of
booking (this deposit may be transferable to
another date provided written notice is given
14 days in advance and approved by the
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is
available from the Members section of the
website www.rsys.com.au.

Note:

To keep up with events at The Club please
check with the Squadron website as events
may change daily due to COVID-19 restrictions.
If you are not currently receiving our
e-Newsletters, please contact Isabel Wartho
at isabel@rsys.com.au.
The Squadron App is now available via iTunes
and Google Play.

Photography David Clare.

The Etchells Summer Championship. Photo Kylie Wilson.

