
COMBINE CLUB INSHORE SERIES 2020-2021 

Organizing Authority was RSYS/MHYC 

Galan MH 409 v Utopia 7600 

Protest No. 1                                                                                      Race No. 5  

Divisions 1 & 2 

Hearing was conducted at the RSYS on Wednesday 3 February 2021 

Protest Committee: Erica Kirby, Timothy Cox & John Kirkjian 

Galan was represented by Mike Gallagher 

Utopia was represented by John Amos 

 

FACTS FOUND 

 

1. The wind was from the North East at 12 knots, sea was slight with a falling tide 

2. Galan and Utopia were sailing on port tack approaching the mark with Galan slightly ahead 

of Utopia. 

3. Galan hailed Utopia “you have no rights” 

4. Galan entered the zone at the mark clear ahead of Utopia. 

5. Utopia travelling faster than Galan sailed into the zone and established an inside overlap 

on Galan 

6. Galan bore away to avoid contact with Utopia but was constrained by boats to leeward. 

7. Utopia turned sharply at the mark and her aft port quarter collided with Galan amidship. 

8. There was no damage to either yacht as a result of the collision. 

9. Neither boat executed a penalty turn. 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. As Utopia was clear astern of Galan, when Galan entered the zone Utopia was required by 

RRS 18.2 to give Galan room to sail to the mark and to round the mark.  

2. Utopia failed to give Galan the room to sail to the mark and to round the mark that she was 

entitled to receive. 

3. Utopia as the give way boat failed to avoid contact with Galan when it was reasonably 

possible. 

4. Galan the right of way boat failed to avoid contact with Utopia when it was reasonably 

possible. 

 

 

 



RULES APPLICABLE 

 

RRS:  14, 14b, 18.2, 18.2e & 44.1 Definitions Clear Astern and Clear Ahead, Overlap 

  

 

DECISION 

 

1. Utopia is to be scored DSQ for her breaches of RRS 14 & 18.2 in Race 5 

2. Galan is exonerated for her breach of RRS 14 pursuant to RRS 14b 

 

 

         

John C. Kirkjian 

Chairman 

  
 


