
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron 
Protest Committee Decision 
PARTIES 

Boat/Class/Fleet/RC/PC Represented By Case No 1 

Etchell 1343 Nick Kingsmill Hearing Date 09/Dec/2020 

Etchell 1128 Matt Fisk Race No 1  

Protest or request valid / Protest or request invalid, hearing is closed (delete as appropriate) 
Case Summary: 
A collision occurred between two Etchells rounding the starboard gate mark. 

Procedural Matters (including Case type: e.g. Protest, Request for Redress, Reopening request etc) 
Protest by 1343 against 1128. 
Protest by 1128 against 1343. 
As both protests concerned the same incident it was decided to hear them at the same time. 

Facts found: 
1. 1343 and 1128 were approaching the starboard gate mark. 
2. 1128 reached the zone first on starboard gybe, fetching the mark. 
3. 1343 was on port gybe approximately 3-4 boat lengths to windward of 1128. 
4. The boats were overlapped as 1128 entered the zone. 1128 was outside boat. 
5. 1343 gybed to port to round the mark, inside 1128. 
6. During the rounding the bow of 1343 collided with the aft starboard side of 1128 causing damage. 
7. 1128 did not alter course to avoid a collision when it was reasonably possible to do so. 
8. 1343 did not alter course to avoid a collision when it was reasonably possible to do so. 
9. Neither boat did a penalty turn. 
10. There were no other boats in close proximity. 

Conclusion & Rules:  
When 1128 entered the zone RRS18.2 came into effect. 
1343 was on opposite gybe approximately 3-4 boat lengths to windward and overlapped with 1128. 
As outside boat, 1128 was required by RRS18.2 from the time she entered the zone and thereafter to give 
mark room to 1343. 
1128 failed to provide 1343 with mark-room. 
Neither boat took avoiding action when it was reasonably possible to do so. 
Neither boat did a penalty turn or otherwise took an alternative penalty. 

Decision:  
1128 failed to give mark room as required by RRS18.2. 1128 failed to avoid a collision as required by RRS14. 
1128 is to be scored DSQ for Race 1. 
1343 failed to avoid a collision as required by RRS14 and is to be scored DSQ for Race 1. 

Jury:   
Howard Elliott, John Kirkjian, Peter Davison 
       Date, time: 09/Dec/2020 18:00  
 


