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From the Helm
15 September AGM Address
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by Commodore David Ward

The 2020 AGM was
broadcast live to
Members via Zoom.
The Carabella Room
was transformed
into a television
studio, bristling with
microphones, recording
cameras and mixing
decks. Staff members
Frances Allison and
Michelle Baeza
monitored Members’
responses as they
voted on resolutions
and submitted
questions to the Flag
Officers. Photo Isabel
Wartho.

I would like to provide you with a brief summary
of the activities of your Committee and operations
of the Squadron over the 2019/20 financial year,
plus highlight some issues and plans for this
current year and the future. But before I do,
I would like to thank and acknowledge on
behalf of all, the extraordinary contribution
our employees and contractors have made to
our Club, led by our Secretary and CEO Will
Pettigrew, over this difficult trading year, and
continue to do so. Their ability to adapt quickly
and with innovation has shown true character
and demonstrates the resilience and
professionalism of the team we have at RSYS.
The headline financial achievement is that we
have had a trading surplus year at the Squadron,
in what can only be described as a challenging
year for our community. We remain debt free and
have had a membership renewal percentage in
these difficult times of more than 97%. This is
indicative of the immense loyalty which Members
have continued to display through this COVID-19
pandemic. Thank you for your patience and
support.
Your General Committee’s prudent financial
forecasting and management is being conducted
within the context of our respected Health
authorities and Government guidelines.

We contextualise our planning against this trading
environment backdrop, which we expect may
last for possibly another two years.
Our Honorary Treasurer Ross Littlewood will
deliver a more detailed report on our financials
shortly, and I would like to thank Ross for his
extra time and effort, over and above what is
already an arduous role due to his workload
during this pandemic. A special mention on
how Ross and Will Pettigrew navigated the Job
Keeper Government allowance during this time,
which has helped our Club do exactly what the
Government intended, and allowed us to keep
our well-trained staff engaged while they were
stood down due to reduced club activity.
We have achieved some of the key strategic
issues which I mentioned as priorities at our
last AGM, plus a range of others as a result
of the extraordinary environment in which we
have found ourselves in the second half of the
2019/20 year. I will summarise seven of these:
Firstly, this pandemic has chased us all well
and truly into the digital age. We had started
our IT/Communication project over the past
year in what was opportune timing to assist
with our rapid response to this pandemic. Our
exciting new look website and related platform
architecture helped us move with alacrity to the
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From the Helm
continued

assistance of the Waterfront Committee chaired
by Rear Commodore Russell Taylor. All this
was undertaken while still maintaining our vital
boatyard and waterfront services to Members
throughout the latter part of the year. It was also
felt that DIY work should be deferred in order to
protect and control our working platform during
these times and this will be constantly reviewed
by the Waterfront Committee.

urgent necessity to be online. The Marketing &
Communications Committee which has had a
huge workload, ably chaired by Amanda Hicks,
must be congratulated. I am confident you would
all agree our new website looks very professional.

Thirdly, we have seen new services evolve as a
result of this pandemic. One of our innovative
Member offerings, under the guidance of
Executive Chef Ian McInnes, was the excellent
quality range of take away and home delivery
menus. This was a first for our Club and has
been well regarded and supported by Members.
Truly a great effort by all concerned… and a
sincere ‘thank you’ to the hardworking home
delivery team. I would like to mention one
particular occasion which a Member brought to
my attention: Osama Gharli made a delivery and
noticed there was a problem with the Member’s
door… He returned a little later with the correct
screws and screwdriver and repaired the
Member’s door – now that’s service with a smile!

In addition to the website, our rapid migration to
online events, Speakers’ nights, the Book Club
and Bridge community could not have occurred
without the outstanding work led by our Events
Manager Frances Allison. Who could have
predicted that our Bridge Members would now
be playing online? Well done to all involved. The
many benefits of keeping us all connected and
involved in our Club could not have taken place
without the commitment of Frances and those
in her support team.
I would also like to thank all our committees
for their efforts to assist management in their
endeavours and in helping to deliver exciting
online content and activities. We also need
to thank Isabel Wartho for her ongoing
quality communication channels such as our
Newsletters, our highly regarded Logbook
and for refreshing our website. Our IT and
Communications project and ongoing management is in good hands. More exciting deliverables
will be released soon, such as a new RSYS
App and improvements in our database
management capability.
Secondly, Will Pettigrew and his team have
implemented a vast array of COVID-19 safety
plans and guidelines required by Health and
Government authorities. This has been a huge
effort by the team to protect our community.
The General Committee and management have
taken an overly cautious stance enforcing social
distancing, sanitisation and protecting Members
whilst on Club grounds. We acknowledge the
demographic concentration of our Members
and hope all Members who have visited our
Club feel safe, whether it be in House, Waterfront
or on the water. The House operations led by
House Manager Pierre Miller, his assistant Jamie
Dickinson and their team have done an amazing
job to introduce and manage the rigorous
guidelines. Thank you to the House Committee
in assisting the House team with guidance and
support. These guidelines and rules were also
conscientiously implemented by our Waterfront
Manager Ned Brown and his team, with the

Fourthly, we completed our Master Plan for
the asset development over the next 10 years,
which we presented to Members over two ‘Town
Hall’ meetings. Shortly after these meetings the
pandemic hit, and we have placed on hold any
major capital development until cash flow is more
certain. I remind Members that the sequencing
and phasing of any development for the Master
Plan is flexible, and hotly debated topics such
as sequencing of projects, such as the kitchen
development versus the bedrooms, will be
decided when time is right and based on available
cash. Balancing the need for compliance and
productivity issues and cash flow potential post
completion are future challenges.
I might add that at this time there is one small
Waterfront project in the Master Plan which
we have progressed to design plans: the aging
Tender pontoon in the Pond which will soon
need replacing. This was planned to be redesigned to assist with dinghy launching in the
Pond. The small amount of spend was approved
by your General Committee and Asset Management Committee and due to the costs synergies
it would deliver at the same time as the
specifications/designs work needed to replace
the storm damaged eastern youth launching
pontoon.
On an issue of major repair work required at
our Club, I can announce that there has been a
lot of investigation and research into the repairs
required in our car park, and we are planning
to start this project, which was deferred due to
the Pandemic, in the winter of 2021, assuming

we have available cash and Health authority
restrictions allow.

us in Germany, Japan and Canada, as well as
locally in State and National Championships.

We have paused our capital raising project into
the Future Fund for the Master Plan. We have
moved the annual RSYS Foundation contributions
to opt-in rather than opt-out given the current
financial environment. However, thank you to
those Members who contributed to both these
funds over the year. It is appreciated. These funds
help the long-term Future Fund seeding plus
our short term sailing endeavours, particularly
for our Youth.

Our focus continues to be on building
participation and strengthening pathways across
both dinghies and yachts, plus developing the
capability of sailors, coaches and our volunteers.
I would like to thank our team in the Sailing
Department, as well as our wide network of
volunteer race officials, auditors, our Honorary
Handicapper and our Sailing and Youth
Dinghy Committee members for their ongoing
commitment to our Club. We are very fortunate
that we have three-times Olympian Karyn Gojnich
as Sailing Captain. Thank you, Karyn, for your
ongoing dedication and commitment especially
with a heavy workload in these times. I would
also like to thank Vice Commodore Christian
Brook for his ongoing dedication to the Youth
of the Club through his commitment with others,
such as Mark Johnston and Rupert Henry, in
forming a syndicate and a team to challenge
the Youth America’s Cup. The event has been
deferred, but I’m sure the team will do us proud
when the time comes.

The fifth strategic aspect I would like to cover is
the review of the sailing structure and costs at
our Club ultimately to help drive down the cost
of sailing for Members. This has been a major
undertaking for all involved and should be
finalised this year.
Sixthly, the digitisation of our archives. The History
Committee continues to collect, catalogue and
archive the Squadron’s history and does a great
job under the leadership of our Honorary Archivist
Peter Bradford. The General Committee has
approved a continuation of this project to move
to a digital environment… and the pandemic has
highlighted the importance of this project. lt will
also help make our history more accessible to
our community.
Finally, our Governance and Compliance review,
which included a Board Charter and Terms of
Reference, and standard operation processes
for all Committees, was completed over the year.
It also involved a review of dress standards at
the Club which we are sure you will appreciate.
All of these issues have been achieved while
ensuring the Club delivers quality services in
those operational areas open for our Members
across both sailing and social activities.
The Squadron is arguably one of the most
diversified sailing clubs around Australia, and
we are proud of our focus and dedication to
supporting and promoting the sport of sailing,
while delivering premium services for all Members,
both sailors and non-sailors. We conduct more
yachting events over the year than any other
club on the Harbour. Last season we offered over
100 racing opportunities for more than 230 boats
across Saturday races, short inshore races and
our Twilights on Tuesdays, Fridays and Sundays
– and this is just in Club racing. We also have
all the regattas we host as well. Last season
we had an unprecedented seven racing days
abandoned with either too much wind or smoke
from the bush fires.
Our Squadron burgee flew high oversees with
Members winning the Etchells Worlds, the Sailing
Champions League World final and the New York
YC Invitational Cup. Our Youth sailors represented

The Cruising Division, passionately chaired by
David Henry, has continued to do a terrific job
in building our cruising interests at the Club,
including organising some well supported
‘Cruising in Company’ trips and some fascinating
speaker events.
Overall, it’s been a very strong year in our sailing
performance. We had a challenging winter sailing
experience and start to our current sailing season
in this pandemic period of tough restrictions
relating to who can and can’t race and go sailing.
We worked solidly in the early phases with
Australian Sailing to try and navigate the complex
Health authorities’ recommendations and overturn the situation whereby at one stage people
from any address could go fishing on the harbour
but not sailing! Thank you to all our sailors for
your patience, understanding and willingness to
comply to protect our community during these
times.
We are fortunate to have such a large number
of willing Members who serve on the many subcommittees and working groups. I especially
thank my fellow Flag Officers and members of
the General Committee for their untiring support
and dedication to the wellbeing of the Squadron.
They have all been working very hard on your
behalf to ensure our Club remains strong,
now and into the future. I would like to thank
John Prentice who has served on the General
Committee for two years and is standing down
and moving interstate due to family/work
commitments. He will continue to be involved
passionately in many ways, and we value his
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willingness to share his skills in an ongoing
capacity. We also welcome Rob Dickson to the
General Committee. He has displayed strong
involvement on the House Committee for
many years, and before that, the Intermediates
Committee. He is a familiar face at the Club
and a regular sailor.
I strongly encourage all Members to continue to
strengthen our Club by considering proposing for
membership good and valued friends, especially
those who have enjoyed your hospitality at the
Squadron on a regular basis. We have achieved
a growth in membership numbers from 3000 to
3048 (last month we saw 25 new Members join
us!) A special ‘thank you’ and appreciation to
Michelle Baeza for a great effort in running our
Member Services in her usual dedicated and
professional manner.
We will endeavour to continue to communicate
openly and in a timely fashion as issues arise
during this pandemic. Your health and safety
and those of your guests and our employees
are our key priorities.

New Life Members
At the AGM on 15 September, Commodore
David Ward proposed two new Life Members:
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Brookes and Commodore
Richard Chapman. The nominations were
seconded by Margaret Knapp and James
Merrington respectively. Their speeches were
pre-recorded and the Life Member pins awarded
at a special private (COVID-safe) ceremony at
the Club ahead of the AGM.
Mrs Mary Elizabeth Brookes

It is a privilege to second this nomination. Mary
will be only the third female in the Club’s history
to receive this honour and as a Life Member she
will join others who have selflessly given their
time, effort and commitment.
Mary was nominated for membership by lifelong
friend Denis Blake in 1985 and was appointed
President of the Associates Committee in 1995
on which she served for 13 years. Mary sat on
the House committee for 11 years and continues
to serve on the Election Committee. She speaks
fondly of the times she shared at our Club with
her husband Jim, and after his death, Mary
devoted many hours of service to the Club.

Historically, the Associates Committee played
an important role in the Club’s social activities.
During Mary’s leadership, activities were many
and diverse. There were trips to wineries (even
venturing to South Australia), nights at the ballet,
theatre and opera, visits up the Hawkesbury
and even to the headquarters of the Blind Dogs
Association. In addition to these activities, the
numerous Melbourne Cup Luncheons and
Christmas Dinners took hours of preparation.
Of course, there were also endless Bridge
games, both competitive and social. Interclub
games flourished and were competitive, but
friendly. These were all elegantly, warmly and
efficiently directed by Mary and her energetic
committee members. These activities all
enhanced and developed the strong friendship
that is evident between Members today.
During her time as President, Mary worked
enthusiastically to promote a warm and welcoming
atmosphere to all Members, putting many at
ease as they ventured into the world of Bridge
here at the Squadron. Developing the strength
of this community was of utmost importance to
Mary and was always done with a clear vision
regarding what was to be achieved and how.
To celebrate the Sesquicentenary, Mary and
her committee introduced a Gala Bridge and
Dinner Evening with an invitation extended to
Royal Sydney Golf Club, The Queen’s Club,
The Australian Club and Elanora Country Club.
On behalf of my fellow Members of the Royal
Sydney Yacht Squadron, thank you Mary for all
the time, energy and the effort you have given
to this Club. We recognise what you achieved
and the pride you took in your role.
Commodore Richard Chapman

It is my great pleasure to support the General
Committee’s proposal. I have had the honour
of being Richard’s friend for more than 40 years
and have sailed with him often over that period.
Richard has actively sailed Etchells at the
Squadron since the mid 1980s.
Richard joined the RSYS in 1992 and quickly
became involved in Club activities, initially as
Chairman of the Youth Sailing Committee. He
was soon invited to join the General Committee
and over the next 22 years he served on many
committees including Boatshed, Sailing, House
and Infrastructure.
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New Life Members
Commodore Richard
Chapman and Mary
Brookes.

He was active in raising the international profile
of our Club, which has hosted world championships for the Etchells, Yngling, Dragon, Farr 40
and Flying Dutchman classes. Richard also
encouraged and supported numerous State and
National championship events. More recently the
Squadron has been transformed into a great
venue to host Extreme Sailing Series and SailGP,
mainly under the auspices of Richard and the
General Committee.
Richard was focused on ensuring the long-term
viability and future of our Club. I believe we
should also recognise the contribution that his
wife Rene made during Richard’s tenure, starting
with Youth Sailing and making everyone she met
at the Club feel welcome.
Richard’s Club ‘CV’ is admirable in its length and
diversity:

• 1998 became a director of Careel Boat
Services for four years.
• 2000 joined and chaired the Youth Sailing
Committee for seven years.
• 2002 became a member of the Finance
Committee and a trustee of the Squadron
Foundation, serving on both for 16 years.
• 2002 joined the Election Committee and served
for 16 years.
• 2005 chaired Sailing Committee for five years.
• 2009 Sesquicentenary Committee for three
years of planning and execution.
• 2013 joined and chaired the House Committee.
• 2014 served on the Membership and the Asset
Management and Maintenance Committees for
four years.

• 1995 joined the Boatshed committee and
served for seven years.

• On retiring from Commodore in 2019, Richard
became a director of the International Committee
of Yacht Clubs.

• 1996 he was elected a Director on General
Committee where he served for six years before
becoming a Flag Officer – starting as Captain and
culminating as Commodore. He gave 16 years
of outstanding service concluding in 2018.

Richard is a highly respected Member and has
shown inspirational leadership to many Members,
volunteers and employees. He has been a
significant contributor to the strategic thinking at
our Club and is most worthy of Life Membership.
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2000 Olympics –
Re-living
the Dream
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ANNIV

by David Edwards
There has been a lot of media attention recently
celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Sydney
2000 Olympics. In some respects, it doesn’t
seem that long ago – no COVID, no 9/11, just 17
fantastic days when the Squadron and numerous
Members played a role in making it ‘the best
Games ever’.
Many people recalled where they were when
Cathy Freeman won gold and any number of
other great moments. Our journey started eight
years before, with two Youth sailors, Josh Grace
and me, teaming up with their coach, Neville
Wittey, to race Ynglings. At the time it was
impossible to ignore the Olympic enthusiasm
that had built in the lead-up to Sydney winning
the Olympic bid in 1993. In early ’96 we won
the Yngling Worlds held at our Club, which left
us wondering what was next…
The allure of an Olympic Soling campaign was
both daunting and exciting. Nev had previously
competed in the Olympic trials for Barcelona ’92
– there was still a burning desire and a sense
unfinished business.

The team ‘Going for
Gold’. L to R Nev
Wittey, David Edwards
and Josh Grace.

An Olympic campaign would require full-time
commitment and there were plenty of challenges
to consider as the Soling class attracted some
of the world’s best sailors. Locally, we faced
considerable competition for the sole Australian
spot at the Games: Matt Hayes was the Atlanta
’96 representative; Cameron Miles was going
around again; the Star class had been dropped
which brought Colin Beashel into the picture.
Then there were small issues like how to

collectively put on more than 60 kilograms to
attain fighting weight.
Our campaign started in earnest at the ’97 Kiel
Week regatta. It blew a gale all week and we
were flogged mercilessly. Kiel is a harsh place at
the best of times, and by the end of the week we
couldn’t get out of there quickly enough! Before
we could recover, we were on Lake Como for the
Italian Nationals. Something clicked and we put
together a respectable result as the only nonItalian boat. Despite Mafia-style death threats
leading into the last race, we came away with
the win. Our last stop for this trip was Norway
for the Soling Match Racing Worlds. If it wasn’t
Soling veterans we were slugging it out with,
it was World Champions and medallists from
other classes on a similarly steep learning curve.
Impressively, we fought our way through to the
finals against Herman Horn Johansen (eventual
2000 bronze medallist) and defeated him to win
the championship and cap a whirlwind tour!
(We followed that up with a bronze medal the
following year.)
The next three years were a blur of travelling to
all corners of the world to sail: from Sydney to
Slovenia, Melbourne to Moscow, Botany Bay to
Bermuda. We trained and raced with legends
like Jesper Bank, Jochen Schumann, Hans Fogh,
Ed Baird, Rod Davis and even a Pakistani army
sergeant called Majid!
We successfully avoided a number of southern
hemisphere winters but still managed to
experience snowstorms in Sweden and Denmark.
There were many other memorable moments
including eating whale steaks in Norway; dodging
landmines on Croatian roads; crossing borders
in Bosnia without passports; getting attacked
by monkeys in Gibraltar; gatecrashing a meeting
with IOC President Juan Antonio Samaranch,
as well as enjoying the rum in Bermuda and
vodka in Moscow.
All this activity culminated in the Olympic
selection regattas, a series that incorporated
the 1999 Kiel Week, two local fleet/match events
and a match racing finals series in December.
A lack of wind on the final day at Kiel meant we
finished equal first with multiple gold medallist
Jochen Schumann – an ideal start to our local
qualifications. We followed this up with another
win in the second event which meant we were
through to the finals without needing to attend
the third event. The winner-takes-all nature of the
finals meant nothing could be taken for granted,
and after four tense days of racing, we got the
early Christmas present we had been after for
three years, beating Matt Hayes to secure the
Olympic berth.
For the duration of the Games, the entire
Australian Sailing Team resided in the Squadron’s

apartments. Rather than catch a ferry all the way
to the athletes’ village in Homebush, we simply
commuted daily to Rushcutters Bay from the
Club in our coach boats. Staying at our Club
had some other side benefits for us – Chef
looked after us rather well. The relaxed security
arrangements meant we could easily catch up
with friends and family, as well as escape under
the cover of darkness for a visit to the Kirribilli
Hotel. Prime Minister John Howard even dropped
by for breakfast with the team.
Walking through the tunnel for the opening
ceremony was an experience like nothing else –
the noise was louder than a jet engine. It was
incredible to find our families in the crowd amidst
a sea of 120,000 people. Then it was finally down
to the racing.
The Soling class event was a combination of
fleet and match racing. The fleet racing whittled
16 boats down to 12, using the results as
seeding for the match racing. We exceeded our
own expectations in the fleet racing, finishing
in 6th place. This included a race win, where
we led from the start and continued to extend
throughout the race. By the finish, we crossed
the line with the jib in the bag only to wait several
minutes before we were allowed to pick up a tow.
The match racing was extremely close in every
race. We had five tight races but were on the
wrong end of the stick in one too many. The
Soling fleet had plenty of depth and any one of
the 12 boats had the pedigree to win a medal,
including us. Our finishing position of 8th was
difficult to stomach at the time, but we were
extremely happy for our Danish training partners
and friends, led by Jesper Bank, when they won
the gold medal.
The two weeks were a blur, and sharing the
successes and drowning sorrows with the rest
of the Australian team was all part of the rich
experience. Being on the water right on the
finish line for both the 470 Gold medal wins –
Australia’s first in 28 years – was unbelievable.
To be competitive on the world stage, able to win
our trials and compete at an Olympic Games, took
a lot more than just racing and training. None of it
would have been possible without the support of
our families, friends, coaches, sponsors and our
Club. The Squadron was central to our team’s
successes: hardstanding a small fleet of boats,
providing support from the Foundation, access
to rooms and staff for fundraising functions.
The camaraderie and support from so many
Members is one of the stand-out memories from
this period. We have all witnessed this at other
clubs across the globe, but the culture and the
volunteering spirit is something that sets the
RSYS apart as a truly great club.
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At the end of 2000, ISAF dropped the Soling
class (designated a ‘three person open event’
in IOC speak) for the Yngling (‘3-women only
event’) for Athens ’04. Continuing our Olympic
dream meant either a change of class or an
uncomfortable operation. Neither appealed,
thereby ending our Olympic aspirations and
forcing a natural conclusion.
We were extremely fortunate to represent
Australia at a home Games and be part of a
special team. It was a remarkable experience to
travel the world on a quest that came full circle
and had us staying not in the village but at our
home club, competing in front of family and
friends on the waters we learned to sail on.
Whether it has been racing Etchells or Farr 40s,
twilights or winter series, coaching or serving
on committees, all three of us are still actively
involved at our Club in various ways. After 20
years, we still pinch ourselves that we were
part of a wonderful time for sailing and for the
Squadron.

Below: The team faced
great competition
from local sailors for
the sole spot at the
Olympics.
Bottom: The Team
20 years later. L to R
Nev Wittey, Josh
Grace and David
Edwards.
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2000 Olympics
Volunteers
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The RSYS volunteer
team. Photo David
Flakelar.

Olympic Reflections by John Jeremy
Written in 2000.
Suddenly, it is all over. The flame has been
extinguished, and the Olympic rings on the
Bridge are out. A remarkable experience has
come to an end.
For me, it all began nearly three years ago when
Charles Maclurcan asked if I would like to join the
Race Management team he was putting together
for our Club. I was reluctant to commit, but then
Charles said: ‘You realise that there are people
who say that we can’t do it, and race management teams will have to be brought in from
overseas?’ ‘You’ve got to be joking,’ I replied.
‘What a lot of nonsense – of course we can do it!’
I was hooked.
On 11 September we took the Squadron’s
committee boats Gitana and Era over to the
Sailing base at Rushcutters Bay to install
electronics. The large timing system (MTS) display
dropped into place on Gitana and they fitted a
fore-and-aft flag gantry, complete with extra wind
speed and direction gear. New equipment also
included a computer for displaying and recording
wind speed and direction and for internet access
to get the latest weather forecasts provided by
the BOM from their facility at the base. Very
modern, but actually, we never logged on.
Concentration on detail was a high priority, for
the Olympic Regatta is like no other. The atmosphere gradually built in the early days, with the
spectator boats allowed on the course area

making line sighting difficult for the race officers,
and the media providing new race management
challenges. ‘Can we hold the next start for half
an hour please? The helicopters need to refuel.’
It really felt like the Olympics on 24 September
when our team, Course Bravo, ran the last Mistral
races in a beautiful south easterly wind (rare in
this regatta) and bright sunshine. Medals were
decided and we were telecast live throughout
Europe, Britain and elsewhere (but not Australia).
We also ran the final race for the 49ers, and
greatly appreciated the gold, silver and bronze
medal winners applauding the Race Management
team during their post race sail past. But the
highlight was the final races for the 470 men and
women on 28 September. We ran the women’s
race first and held the men until it was finished to
allow both to be telecast live throughout Australia.
The wind was up to 20kts from the north east,
perfect conditions for great racing. In Gitana, near
Clarke Island, we could clearly hear the cheering
from the large crowds on Bradleys Head and
the noise from the spectator boats when the
Australians won the gold medal in both events,
which was magnificent. It was great to have
taken part on such a perfect day.
On our last day on the water, we ran the final
races for the Europe dinghies in very difficult
conditions, as hot westerly winds battled a sea
breeze. Despite a long wait between the first and
second races, both races went well and were
for us a fitting end to the regatta. That afternoon
IBM presented awards to the Race Management
teams for electronic scoring (MTS) performance
during the events, and we were very proud to
receive the gold medal.
The Bravo Course team set out to provide
the competitors with the best possible Race
Management of the highest world standard. Did
we achieve our aim – yes, I think so. Were we
perfect? Well, no, but it is just possible that our
mistakes went largely unnoticed. Quite by chance
Charles Maclurcan and I met the senior Mistral
official at RBM on our one day off. When told
our part in the scheme of things, he said ‘I want
to thank you for a great job. That last women’s
Mistral race was not only the best women’s race I
have ever seen, it was the best Mistral race I have
ever seen, period.’ That is what it was all about.
On 19 October we again took Gitana and Era
to Rushcutters Bay for the Paralympics. It soon
became evident that we were privileged to be
taking part in a very special event. Unlike the
Olympics, competitors, volunteers and officials
mingled freely, and the friendly atmosphere
and team spirit throughout RBM, together with
the determination of the sailors (despite their
disabilities) made it a regatta to remember. The
Bravo Course Race Management team was

practiced and relaxed, and everything worked
like clockwork. The sailors proved as competitive
and skilled as any (they included very experienced
sailors), and racing in the two classes (the single
handed 2.4mR and the three-person Sonar) was
very close. Most of the medals were decided in
the last races.

Ross Wilson (from Victoria) as one of us, as he
is appropriately laid back and practical. We have
the RSYS boats under our control and the Club
behind us. We are going to have fun. Let the
Games begin!’

It is hard to come back to reality after such
an intense experience. At the start I would not
have expected to join tens of thousands of
other volunteers, proudly wearing our colourful
uniforms, in a parade through the streets of
Sydney. To receive the thanks of so many
strangers, to look up at the buildings of Sydney
in the sun as people throw shredded telephone
books over you, is a unique and moving
experience. Thank you, Sydney, for giving us
the opportunity to contribute to such a great
success for Sydney and Australia.

‘Four or five years ago as the Olympics loomed,
the Club was faced with determining what
involvement it would seek. That it would be
required to participate was assumed. About
this time a number of us were meeting with
Garry Stephens at Woollahra, ostensibly to
discuss Race Management issues. Out of
these meetings a group formed that eventually
comprised the core of Olympic volunteers for
Clubs all over Sydney.

Volunteering at the 2000 Olympics
by Charles Maclurcan

I will always remember my involvement with
Olympic Level Race Management as one of
the very best activities that I have completed in
my lifetime. It is 20 years ago now, and time is
rendering us less able to carry out such work.
We excelled at the process, becoming the
top course in the competition and were subsequently selected to run the Paralympics
Sailing Competition. The legacy of experienced
Volunteers able to conduct events for Sydney
Harbour clubs was lasting and priceless.
In 2000, just before the event commenced,
I reported:
‘In closing, I would like to comment on the
RSYS Team. No matter what happens shortly,
I will remain immensely proud of all the individuals
concerned. Unlike some of the other Race
Teams, I had always intended that we would
campaign with a group of individuals that, whilst
they had some sailing and race management
experience, were not purely motivated by a desire
to further their careers, inflate their egos or extend
their connections on the water. This approach
has paid handsome dividends with minimum
conflict, second-guessing or self-serving actions
evident in our procedures. We are lucky to have
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In a further report to the RSYS at the time I
described the journey to arrive at this point:

‘Some time later I met with Jim Dunstan, about
to be our Commodore, and Peter Hemery, and
committed to prepare an Olympic Volunteers
Team. I requested minimal interference and
received none. Over the next few years, we
all experienced the joys and sorrows of aiming
for, and achieving, Race Management at Olympic
level. We could not have done it without our
Members from other States, most importantly
Ross Wilson. The result of our endeavours is
now history.
‘We subsequently carried out our duties with
extreme accuracy and reliability. Looking back
now, I believe that we probably had the best
volunteers job in the Olympics. We were royally
treated by the SOCOG officials and royally by
our Club. I believe that we repaid the investment
in us appropriately. It was an unforgettable
experience for which we all felt extremely grateful.
It was an honour, a joy and enormous satisfaction
to work with such a professional group of men
and women.’
This year we had hoped to hold a 20 year
reunion. Sadly, the current COVID situation
prevents us from gathering and it is impossible
for interstate Members to travel here. Not to
worry, our memories survive. I would like to
add a mention for our absent friends who now
manage a possibly more demanding challenge
from a potentially higher authority than SOCOG.

Left: Gold medal for
Australia with Era at
the finish line
Below: Mark boats.
Photos John Jeremy.
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2000 World Youth
Championships
by Brian Tyquin
Event Chairman

2O
YEARS

SARY
NNIVER

A

Manly, Sydney
27 December 2000 to 6 January 2001

The ISAF Youth Worlds are held annually at
venues around the World to bring together the
best youth sailing talent for male and female
competitors under 19. They have been held
every year since being established in 1970.
The history of the event in Australia goes back
to 1978 when, whilst in London, Max Press was
able to get then Chair of the IYRU Paul Phelan
from Canada to back an Australian bid by Royal
Perth YC, which was successful.
This was followed by Botany Bay, Sydney in 1988
and the 2000 event on Sydney Harbour.
The classes and Australian Youth sailors chosen
for Sydney with series placings indicated were
as follows:

Double Handed Dinghy (420)
Boys
Alberto Padron & Antonio Del
Castillo ESP
Girls
Victoria Rawlinson &
Emma Rawlinson GBR
Single Handed dinghy
Laser Boys Ben Austin AUS
Byte Girls Siren Sundby NOR
France took out the Nations Cup trophy
as the top performing team. A number of
competitors from this regatta have gone on to
further represent their countries, winning both
world championships and Olympic medals.
The host country provides all the craft required
for the regatta plus spares which represent a
large investment in charter and freight costs
together with accommodation food, transport
and regatta expenses. Income comes from entry
fees, sponsors and ISAF and Government grant
contributions.

Single Handed dinghy
Laser Boys Ben Austin NSW 1st
Byte Girls Jacinta Baker VIC 12th

The historic Old Manly Catholic Seminary, now
an International Hospitality College, was chosen
to accommodate all the sailors, coaches and
managers together with key organising personnel.
This was an ideal location within easy walking
distance of Manly Cove where a large boat park
and facilities was set up on the southern beach
with the assistance of Manly Council, major
sponsors and Sports NSW.

Double Handed dinghy (420)
Boys
Gavin Fee & Tom Burger QLD 3rd
Girls
Melissa Bryant & Martha Leonard WA
2nd

The course areas were close to the Manly
boat park and primarily in the sound of Sydney
Harbour, with Watsons Bay and Rose Bay as
reserve courses to be used as required.

Sailboards (Mistral)
Boys
Cameron Harrison NSW 10th
Girls
Alison Shreeve NSW 2nd

Briefing of Squadron
volunteers in
November 2000.

The winners in each class were:
Sailboards (Mistral)
Boys
Joeri van Dijk NED
Girls
Agata Brygola POL

We were able to get a very experienced team
of Race Officials, many of whom had assisted
during the 2000 Olympics, with a majority from
the Squadron led by Charles Maclurcan with PRO
Steve Hatch and Doug Talty. In addition, there
were many personnel from supporting harbour
clubs who also provided starter boats, safety
and jury boats and drivers.
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Even though the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron
was the Host Club for the event, support vessels
and personnel used both the beach and Manly
Yacht Club as their base.
The Organising Committee comprised:
Brian Tyquin, Chairman who was also Chair
for the 1988 event on Botany Bay
Chris Harper, Vice Chairman
Fred Bevis, Treasurer
Max Press, Publicity Director
Ian Felton, Classes Representative
George Anderson, then GM of Yachting NSW
Bruce Davis, Commodore Manly Yacht Club
David Edwards, Event Operations Manager
Steve Hatch, Principal Race Officer
Jerome Pels, Events Manager ISAF liaison
John Devitt, Sport NSW Liaison
Charles Maclurcan, Tony Denham and Dennis
Thompson, Course Race Officers.
There were a great many enthusiastic volunteers,
from the Harbour Clubs and the Squadron. And
let’s not forget our wonderful ‘trolley dollies’ from
the RSYS Youth program.
Without the help of this army of volunteers, we
would not have been able to run this highly
successful regatta.
The combination of the college accommodation,
excellent food, great weather and sailing
conditions, together with an ideal venue, made
for a very happy regatta for all concerned.
We had sailors from 37 countries comprising:
Boys
Girls
Coaches
Managers

140
80
46
35

A total of over 300 people to be fed, watered
and accommodated; no small task.
The countries represented were as follows:
ARG, AUS, AUT, BER, BRA, CAN, CRO, CZE,
DEN, ESP, FIN, FRA, GBR, GER, GRE, HKG, IRL,
ISA, ITA, JPN, KEN, KOR, MAS, MEX, NED,
NOR, NZL, POL, POR, RSA, SGP, SUI, SWE,
TUR, URU, USA.
The committee wrote a regatta report to ISAF on
how the Regatta was organised. This became the
guiding document used by ISAF for subsequent
events for some years. (See ISAF letter right)
It was a wonderful event to celebrate a great
year for Australian sailing and Yachting NSW to

demonstrate to the world how to run a major
international regatta.
One of the benefits of regattas such as this and
the Olympics was the level of expertise developed
by all the officials for the future benefit of sailing.
The financial outcome
from this event resulted
in a substantial windfall profit to YA NSW
for the continuing
development of Youth
Sailing in NSW.
My thanks to our
hard-working
committee who
made it all happen
and had a lot of
fun doing it.

Top: Squadron World
Youths volunteers L to
R Charles Maclurcan,
John Jeremy, David
and Nina Flakelar.
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The Captain
Rountree Cup

A Win for Coco
by Jenny Farrell
I feel very honoured to have won the Rountree
Cup in this extraordinary year when COVID-19
has dominated our lives. After the Ladies of the
Sea Coaching Regatta, planned for the October
long weekend, was cancelled, the Captain
Rountree Cup was welcomed back on Saturday
3 October, and it was with much excitement that
my crew and I set off for the starting line.

Jenny Farrell with the
Captain Rountree
Trophy.
Photos by Marg
Fraser-Martin.

I was intrigued to find out about Captain Rountree
who played several roles in the Squadron’s
history. In 1858 he won both divisions of a race
between Fort Macquarie (now Bennelong Point)
and Manly, one of the very early yacht races
held in Sydney. Rountree was also one of the
original signatories of the foundation document
of our Club when it adopted its Royal status in
1863. It is amazing that the cup has survived this
long and wonderful that it has found a place in
Club racing today. The 2020 event was run as a
pursuit-style race around Sydney Harbour and
was open to female sailors, either an all-female
crew or female helm and mixed crew.
Back to the race! It was great to see 15 boats
out on the water. It was a perfect day for sailing,
the 15kt breeze was just the right strength for us,
although we had a sluggish first leg to Naval 2
buoy. With the breeze freshening as we tacked
to the top mark, we were happy not to reef the
main as the breeze was constant without strong
gusts. Being one of the first boats off, we didn’t
have much to gauge our progress by, so we
concentrated on maximising course decisions.
The downwind leg was eventful sailing with pole
troubles, and the crew did a great job sorting it
out. We were thankful the breeze kept in on the

Coco and Senta.

last reach home – it was just strong enough to
keep us in front of the fleet. What a great job the
handicapper did, as all the boats were very close
at the finish!
As mentioned above, a tight competition evolved,
with many fine women skippers. I’m looking
forward to more summer racing with the ladies in
the Paspaley Tuesday Twilight Series. My thanks
to the crew of the day: Steve, Peter, Sue, John
and Belinda – their passion and commitment
were a real boost and inspiration.
My sailing story began in my childhood as I was
lucky to come from a sailing family. Dad built
our first Manly Junior on our back verandah in
Killara. Initially I was bribed to sail with pies and
lollies but after my first win, my passion was
ignited. From my teens onwards, I sailed at any
opportunity before going travelling. I was actually
in Africa when Dad told me he was sailing the
1982 Sydney to Hobart; it was a reason to come
home. Sadly, the boom broke near Eden, so
that race was scuppered. However, it made me
determined to try again, and my wish was fulfilled
in 1986 when we came second in our division
and I helmed across the finish line!
Kids and work then intervened. Two years ago
we bought Coco in a family partnership; she is
skippered by myself or my brother-in-law Sandy
Hamilton.
Coming back to sailing after 30 years and
learning how to skipper has been inspiring.
I’ve loved the opportunities the Ladies Sailing
Programme at the Squadron has provided, and
many friends are now taking up the challenge.
I’m just starting to form a regular racing crew and
have a very keen Tuesday Twilight crew. Special
thanks to RSYS Sailing Captain Karyn Gojnich for
her vision to create a women’s sailing programme
at RSYS. Her encouragement and enthusiasm
have helped me, and many others, enormously.
The one thing that you should know about me
is that I absolutely love everything about sailing!
Salt water is in my veins and I feel extremely
lucky to be part of the racing programme at
such a fantastic club.

The Ladies of Zig Zag
by Malcolm Shaw
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Sailing at the Squadron has been a passion of
mine since joining Junior Sailing, as it was known,
in the 1960s. Since then, I have been keen to
bring new crew members aboard our boats and
teach them as much about sailing as possible.
In recent years, more women have shown
an interest in sailing, and my co-owner Mike
Seymour and I began encouraging them to join
our crew on an equal footing to the men.
When we bought Zig Zag in 2016 all the crew
transferred from our previous boat including Alice
Walker and Heather Schmidt. Alice had been
sailing with us in both inshore and offshore races
for some years. Heather had been sailing J24s
in the US and sailing our J35 was easy for her.
Madi Kornman, Jo van Hagen, Sarah Bartels and
Kit Seymour joined the crew about this time, so
we had the perfect combination of four guys and
four girls on Zig Zag for many Saturday races.
When the Ladies of the Sea Coaching Regatta
was first mooted in 2019, we decided to build an
all-female crew to compete in women’s regattas.
From a strong base of capable sailors, we had to
look for more crew members to bring our team
up to eight. I was specifically looking for skiff
sailors as they have the balance and tenacity to
succeed on bigger boats. I also had to sit Madi
down and convince her she could skipper a 35
foot yacht. It is to her great credit that she made
the transition from Elliotts to a J35 with only a little
trepidation.
After some strenuous training in September
2019, the team took out the inaugural Ladies
of the Sea Coaching regatta in October 2019.
Since then we have decided that Zig Zag would
compete in any and all women’s regattas in
Sydney Harbour. Three new crew members have
joined the team this year: Sarah Imlay, Charlotte
Holiday and Nicole Biskop are all skiff sailors and
they have added a further competitive edge to
the crew.
Unfortunately, with the advent of COVID this year,
sailing in general has been severely curtailed.
Nevertheless, the crew competed in the Captain
Rountree Cup in early October and were the first
all-female crew home. They were set to compete
in the Manly Yacht Club Women’s Challenge on
25 October but unfortunately the event was
cancelled due to predicted gale force winds.
Mike Seymour and I had no hesitation in
assembling a crew of women sailors to race our
boat. By encouraging women to join our Saturday
race crew, the transition to a full female race crew
was surprisingly easy. I commend other Members
to consider female crew for their yachts. You
won’t be disappointed.

From top: Spinnakers
flying, Elliott, The
Jackal and Zig Zag.
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Yngling Skipper
Development
Program
by Adam Tran
expertise and boats: Michael Nash, Gary Pearce
(Blackadder YAUS 56), Elyse Guevara-Rattray
and Adam Tran (Troika YAUS 27.)
Participants in the program were expected to
cover the cost of boat hire or arrange access to
a boat; cover the cost of race fees; arrange crew
if possible; pay an administration fee; have or
obtain membership of a sailing club affiliated to
Australian Sailing, in accordance with Rule 46
of the Australian Sailing Racing Rules of Sailing;
and have or obtain membership of the AIYA.

Right: Photo Marg
Fraser-Martin.

In September 2019, the Australian International
Yngling Association (AIYA), which is based at the
Squadron, launched its Skipper Development
Program (SDP). The program was a pilot for the
2019-2020 sailing season and was aimed at
sailors with moderate to high levels of experience
as racing crew, who were ready to develop their
skills and experience as racing skippers in the
Yngling class. Participants were to be given 10
on-water mentoring sessions with a competent
skipper, in both racing and non-racing conditions,
to develop their skills, knowledge and experience.
By the end of the program, it was intended that
participants would gain sufficient experience and
confidence to skipper their own boats in RSYS
Yngling races.
As part of the SDP, the AIYA offered to facilitate
access to RSYS-owned boats (Holly YAUS 58
and Mojo YAUS 47) or negotiate arrangements to
lease privately-owned boats; arrange coaching/
mentoring sessions with experienced skippers;
arrange crew if required; and provide a logbook
and a certificate, to document participation in
the program.
We would like to thank the following Club
Members for generously sharing their time,

The idea for the program came from similar
programs that have been conducted at our Club
in previous years. However, whereas previous
programs aimed to introduce both crew and
skippers to their respective sailing classes, the
Yngling SDP focused specifically on developing
new skippers. The reason for this focus was
that whereas the Yngling Class had little trouble
in attracting crew, a greater challenge – and a
significant impediment to the growth of the class
– was the lack of sailors who were confident
enough to take charge of a boat and participate
in races. The rationale for the program is that by
developing confident skippers, the Yngling Class
will see increased numbers of boats sailing in
races, and more sailors participating in the Class
(and in sailing) overall.
Since its launch, the SDP has accepted four
participants: Lauren Wall, Amanda Hicks,
Warrick Back and Jack Earl. Unfortunately, due
to the bushfires over summer, busy participant
schedules and COVID-19 restrictions, the
number of program sessions held over the
2019-2020 sailing season has been lower than
planned. Nonetheless, the Yngling Association
remains committed to the development of the
participants, and further sessions are planned
for the 2020-2021 sailing season.
One of the most delightful, unexpected, yet
unsurprising benefits of the SDP has been the
new friendships that have developed, and the
old friendships that have been renewed.
While the success of the program may be
measured by the number of people sailing in
Squadron races, like all sailing programs, a less
recognised, yet more valuable benefit may lie in
its impact on connectedness, social capital and
wellbeing. My hope is that this will be the case.

Cruising
Rendezvous
in Pittwater
by John Hancox
Perfect weather prevailed for the October long
weekend (2-5 October) when eight boats with 24
Members and guests met in Pittwater for a BBQ
ashore at The Basin. Two attendees made a lastminute decision and came by ferry. This is a great
location and for many years has been one of the
Squadron’s favourite places for the lay-day picnic
during the Annual Cruise. Facilities are excellent
for families: a covered BBQ area with electrically
heated cooking plates and about 12 tables, each
able to comfortably seat six persons at a good,
safe distance. All this for a $3pp entry fee payable
to the Ranger on duty as each public ferry arrives.
Wildlife provided plenty of entertainment in the
form of two large goannas, which were being
attacked by brave ravens ensuring they didn’t
rob their eggs in the nests above. Then they
persistently roamed under all the tables looking
for food scraps. The usual wallabies wandered on
the site, and a nesting plover on the grass added
to the delight of young children present.
Attendees were: Allegro (John and Jackie Taylor);
Magnificat (John and Robbie Hancox); Mercier
(James and Gaila Merrington); MV Duchess (Peter
Hamilton); Nautilee (Lee Laurie and Lorna); Patsy
(David and Victoria Yaffe with children Alex and
James) and Sweet Chariot (David and Jill Henry,
Richard and Sandy Lawson). Phil and Kristina
Watts left their boat Prime Time in Sydney and
came by ferry. Emma Jane from RPAYC (all
female crew: Emma Harvey, Candice Cushway,
Amanda Green and Maggie Loaney).
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Making Waves
Foundation
by Andrew King

RSYS Members
participated at the
2019 Making Waves
Rally: Karyn Gojnich,
John Gojnich,
Amanda Hicks,
Philip Hung.

There are many Squadron Members who support
the Making Waves Foundation, either through
direct involvement as volunteers or by participating
in the annual regatta with boats and crews. I
would like to explain what the Making Waves
Foundation is and what it does.
The organisation was founded about 26 years
ago by David Pescud, and many may recall its
initial name of Sailors with disABILITIES (SWD).
As the organisation broadened its programmes
to respond to the needs of disadvantaged and
disengaged youth, it became apparent a more
inclusive name was needed to reflect what we
were engaged in, and hence the name change in
March this year, to the Making Waves Foundation
(MWF).
MWF’s vision is that Australia embraces disabled
and disadvantaged people, so that they feel
optimistic about their lives and are recognised
and acknowledged by society. We endeavour
to do this by providing inclusive and unique
sailing experiences with skilled volunteers and
staff who challenge and support disabled and
disadvantaged people to explore their potential
and to facilitate an optimistic and positive
mindset, and endeavour to raise awareness to
change the attitude to disabled or disadvantaged
people in society.
Our ‘Winds of Joy’ programme offers special
needs groups a sailing experience on Sydney
Harbour as well as in Melbourne, and through
outreach programmes, to Hobart and the North
coast as far as Mackay. Over 2,000 children
benefit from this programme each year; our
guests have a range of physical and mental
disabilities such as autism. Our workhorse yacht
Kayle can take up to four people in wheelchairs
and also accommodate groups of up to 15,
including carers.
The ‘Winds of Change’ programme focusses on
young people from disadvantaged backgrounds
and consists of eight outings spread over eight
weeks. The focus is on the teamwork required
to manage a large yacht to develop life skills
such as problem solving, respect, reliability and
responsibility, which is supported by mentor
volunteers.
The ‘Wright of Passage’ programme, new in
2018, requires young adults, who are struggling

to get a start in life, to commit to helping with the
renovation of a 54’ Herreschoff ketch which was
in very poor condition. The aim is to have these
young people develop basic trade skills, and
more importantly, life skills, with the objective
of helping them to find a job which can be their
foundation for a stable career.
Our yachting assets which have been loaned
or donated include Kayle, a Lyons 54, Woteva
a TP52, You’re hired a Davidson 60 and
Mercator. In Melbourne, the ex-Hobart winner
97 now provides the sailing experience to local
youngsters. For several days of almost every
week of the year, you could find a MWF yacht
somewhere on the east coast conducting our
programmes. Keeping these yachts in good
and safe condition takes considerable numbers
of volunteers and financial resources.
How do we raise awareness of what we do?
One of the ways is to enter various races to
demonstrate what people with disabilities can
do, including racing to Hobart in 22 of the last
25 years. The MWF (SWD at the time) also
holds three world records, including sailing
non-stop and unassisted around Australia in 37
days, 1 hour and 23 minutes in 2003. Racing
provides opportunities for participants to
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challenge themselves and become part of
a programme that focusses on team building
as well as giving members an incentive to aim
higher, gain a renewed sense of self and personal
achievement, and discover additional coping
mechanisms within the shared experience of
sailing at a higher level.

The smiles and the
changes evident in
participants in the
longer programmes
drives our volunteers.

By Captain Karyn Gojnich

I first became aware of RSYS Members’ involvement with SWD, now MWF, when Dragon sailor
John Marty approached me in 2016 about our
female keelboat course graduates considering
volunteering with SWD as a way to continue to
develop their sailing skills. John has been with
the organisation for over 10 years and is now
one of the five regular skippers. Pre-COVID, he
was on the water every Thursday with the ‘Winds
of Change’ programme. John told me that each
time they go out, there is a Skipper, Second-inCommand and six others who are at Crew Level
3, 2 or 1. The nature of the opportunity MWF
provides necessitates a very structured approach
to develop volunteers at every level. Andrew King
has been with the organisation for more than
a decade and is now President. We also have
a number of our Ladies of the Sea graduates
who sail with MWF regularly: Amanda Hicks,

Sue Roberts and Nicolette Birkhold. MWF has
provided a pathway to develop their sailing skills
while helping others – Sue has progressed to
join the team to help with coastal deliveries
(pre-COVID). Many RSYS Members also make
their boats available for the annual Making
Waves Rally fund raising event.
To find out more and get involved visit
makingwavesfoundation.com.au.
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Barranjoey Pin
Recipient
by Gordon Lavery
Bill Solomons
Barranjoey Pin Number 42
Awarded for Olympic Games Mexico
1968.
Hanging around an eastern suburbs boatshed
as a kid was Bill Solomons’ entrée into the world
of sailing. He was allowed to row owners out to
their boats and in return he was given access to
a sailing dinghy which he mostly taught himself
to sail.

Bill Solomons at the
helm of the 12 metre
Vim when she was
the trial horse for
Gretel, Australia’s
first America’s Cup
challenger in 1962.

However, it was the friendship he developed with
great yachting journalist Lou d’Alpuget that really
set his course. Lou became a mentor and father
figure to Bill, who was raised by his grandparents.
He built a 12 footer in Lou’s garage and began
sailing it with a couple of mates at the North
Shore Dinghy Club down in the High Street at
North Sydney. (The club no longer exists.)
He was noticed and started getting invitations
to sail on other yachts. By his mid-teens Bill was
helming Division One boats at the Squadron –
and winning. He won a lot of races on the
renowned 30 Square Metre Teal but he’s probably
best known among older yachties for helming the
famous 8 Metre Saskia on which he won many
races during the ’50s and, in 1962, successfully
defending one of Australia’s premier yachting
trophies, the Sayonara Cup.
Before he got to that stage however, Bill had
been mentored by some of the top sailors of
the era. As a youngster, Bill was taken under the
wing of former British Olympian Eric Strain. As
part of learning to steer, Eric insisted Bill keep his
eyes closed to develop all his senses and would
get very grumpy if Bill allowed the tiller to move
off centre.
Another teacher was the crack Dragon skipper
Archie Robertson whom Bill eventually defeated
in a series of match races on the harbour. His
son, Dr Greg Solomons, says the newspaper
at the time described it as ‘The apprentice has
beaten the Master.’

He also had a weekly joke. I can’t tell you the
jokes, but they were good! We’d come down to
the Squadron before the race to have a pie, then
we’d go out and he would tell the joke.’
After the Sayonara Cup victory, Bill joined the
squad of Australia’s 1962 America’s Cup
challenger Gretel, steered by Bill’s good mate
Jock Sturrock, and Bill was second reserve after
Archie Robertson. While he didn’t get to helm
Gretel during the Cup, he did skipper the practice
boat Vim in some of the practice races.
In a lovely twist, Bill had declared that he would
marry his sweetheart Faye at a wedding to be
held 24 hours after the last Cup race, and that’s
what he did. Jock was best man and Sir Frank
Packer gave away the bride. The wedding
reception at the Australian team’s Newport
headquarters was attended by President John
F. Kennedy. Bill was impressed by Kennedy
and would tell the story that the President was
introduced to each guest as they arrived. At
the end of the night Kennedy shook everyone’s
hand and called them by name.
The next big event for Bill was the 1968 Olympics
in Mexico. It’s a hell of a story how he got there...
After the Cup, he and a couple of mates had a
new 5.5 designed and it was built by Ken Beashel
up at Elvina Bay on Pittwater. At the time Bill was
working in Port Kembla. Every day he’d drive
from home at Darling Point to Port Kembla and
after work up to Pittwater to work on the boat
into the night.
The boat had been designed and built
anticipating a rule change that would move the
rudder off the back of the keel to the stern, but
the change did not come into force in time. Son
Greg said his dad described the boat as the
most diabolical boat he had ever sailed. It would
tack without warning and it took all Bill’s strength
and concentration to keep it on course. As the
Olympic Trials loomed, Bill suffered a devastating
setback. During preparations, the boat had
been bought outright by Bill’s sheethand who
had come into money. Just before the Trials, the
sheethand announced that as it was his boat,
he’d be steering, and Bill was left without a ride.

Richard Small, a former Honorary Treasurer and
General Committee member at the Squadron,
sailed with Bill on Saskia for more than a decade
and became a lifelong friend.

Soon after, Faye saw a newspaper photo of
Barranjoey, the 1964 gold medal 5.5. She told
Bill to ring the owner Bill Northam and charter
Barranjoey. Greg says his dad didn’t think much
of the idea at first. The boat had been on a
mooring for four years. Its rigging was no good
and the trials started in two days’ time. Faye
wouldn’t let up, and eventually Bill rang and
was told he could have the boat.

‘When it was a yacht race, Bill was very serious
and skillful about it. In those days he was a
wonderful skipper of a crew and a vessel.

With the help of friends, Bill towed Barranjoey
from Pittwater to Botany Bay overnight and
arrived just in time to get it measured. It is

19

extraordinary that they won the regatta in a boat
that was so much older and heavier than the rest
of the fleet. Bill Solomons had turned a massive
setback into a victory.
Richard Small observes: ‘I think his effort to get
Barranjoey to Botany Bay and win the right to
represent Australia was an outstanding achievement. He knew how to sail those sorts of boats
and he was up against well-funded skippers and
good crews.’
The story is not over. The yachting powers that
be announced all Olympic class trial winners
would be going to Mexico – except the 5.5.
Once again Bill was devastated. He campaigned
to have the decision reversed, even writing to
Prince Phillip seeking support, without success.
Eventually (Sir) James Hardy took up the cudgels
and achieved the political victory of having the
5.5 reinstated.
When Bill’s forward hand Mick York could not sail
because of business commitments, James Hardy
– who was the Olympic team reserve – stepped
in. The forward hand was 19 year old Scott
Kaufman.
They got to Mexico, and halfway through the
regatta Barranjoey was in fourth place when the
unthinkable again happened. The crew were at
breakfast when a local came to tell Bill his boat
had sunk!
A Mexican Naval barge had been unable to stop
and ploughed into the moored 5.5 fleet. Most of
the fleet was just pushed aside but the British
yacht had stronger lines and the barge climbed
up and pushed it under. As the British boat came
spearing back up it hit Barranjoey with full force
and punched a huge hole. Barranjoey sank.
With the help of shipwrights from other teams,
the planks were pushed out and the hull was
sheathed with microballoons. It was rough and
ready but enough to get the Australians back on
the water. ‘Dad said his hand was shaking with
the stress and, not surprisingly, they had their
worst race of the regatta. They ended up finishing
the Olympic regatta mid-fleet despite all this
happening,’ says Greg.
After the Olympics, Bill raced Solings before
moving into the Star Class during the 1980s and
’90s, playing a prominent role as captain of the
class for many years. He retired from sailing after
his last Star regatta in ’96. However, he did bring
back Barranjoey for the 5.5 Worlds in 2004 and
came second in the Classic division.
Parallel to sailing, Bill had an interesting and
successful career – much of it around brick and
concrete companies. ‘He ended up in the last
decade of his life moving into environmental
auditing of industrial sites,’ Greg says. ‘He
developed a system to value polluted sites and

what remediation of the site would cost.’ When
he retired, he kept working on environmental
audits for big banks.
Richard Small remembers Bill fondly from their
first meeting in 1959. ‘That was the beginning
of a lovely friendship, a really beautiful friendship.
He was like a big brother to me.’
He was a man of immense physical strength:
‘I remember once on Saskia, forward hand Ron
Marshall went overboard, and as we sailed past
him, Bill leant over with his long arms and pulled
him back on board. I’ll never forget that because
Ron was a pretty solid fellow, you could imagine
the strength it took to lift him out of the water.’
Bill, who died in 2016, taught Greg to sail on
Solings and Lasers, and Greg was able to sail
on Stars with his dad for 15 years.
‘As a dad he was fantastic. I spent a great
deal of time with him because I was totally into
sailing and we raced together through my teens
and 20s. He was very, very focussed on the
water. I learned quickly there’s no extraneous
conversation, if you have something to say it
has to be relevant to the race.
‘Dad’s favourite saying? Don’t get any blood on
the sails.’

Bill Solomons with the
restored Barranjoey in
2004. Photo Bob Ross.
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Squadron Classics
“There is Nothing – Absolutely Nothing,
Half so Much Worth Doing as Simply Messing
About in Boats” – Kenneth Grahame
Margaret Rintoul by John Brooks
Margaret Rintoul (Sail No.353) is a beautiful 44’
yawl designed by Phillip Rhodes. Built in Sydney
in 1948 by Ted Haddock for Austin Edwards,
Margaret Rintoul has a carvel-planked Kauri timber
hull with a long keel and classic lines featuring an
overhanging stem and overhanging transom.
The original spruce main mast has been replaced
with an oregon one designed by Alan Payne. The
mizzen mast has been replaced several times
over the years and is also constructed of oregon.
Margaret Rintoul was a consistent performer
in many ocean races on the east coast in the
1950s, winning several races including the
Montague Island race in record time in 1951.
The yacht was 2nd on handicap in the Sydney
to Hobart in 1949 and won the Sydney to
Hobart race line honours in 1950 and again in
1951 when she set a race record.
Margaret Rintoul continues her adventures to this
day. Owned by RSYS Life Member Bruce Gould
since 1980, she is a familiar sight cruising on
Sydney Harbour or on Pittwater and competing
regularly in veterans races, the RSYS Friday night
Twilight series and in the RSYS Annual Cruise.
As a classic yacht, it is appropriate that Margaret
Rintoul’s regular crew members (unkindly known
as “Dad’s Army”) are older than the boat.

Fidelis by Nigel Stoke
Fidelis is one of those distinctive and recognisable
Classic Yachts. She has a sailing and race record
spanning more than 50 years since her origins in
New Zealand and now more than 25 years with
the RSYS in Sydney.

Margaret Rintoul –
Australia Day
Regatta. Photo John
Jeremy

Margaret Rintoul
leading the fleet –
Storm Bay 1951.

Fidelis has sailed more than 200,000nm,
competing in most Tasman offshore races
including the races to Suva, Noumea, Tonga,
Port Vila, Japan, and from Sydney to Mooloolaba,
Brisbane to Gladstone, Brisbane to Gizo, Sydney
to Lord Howe and a noteable win and line
honours in the 1966 Sydney to Hobart.
The original design for Fidelis dates back to
Europe in the mid 1930s but she was built in NZ
in the early 1960s and launched on Anniversary
Day, January 1964 in Auckland.
The yacht was built for Vic Speight in Auckland
who had been to Newport, Rhode Island, USA
having taken an interest in the America’s Cup.

He was inspired by the Metre designs and went
to meet Knud Rheimers in Denmark to negotiate
the purchase of the line drawings for a 75 Square
design. He was somewhat shocked that the price
for the design was quoted at £10,000 which he
said was ‘the price of a block of flats in Auckland’
at that time!
On returning to New Zealand, Vic came up with
an alternative solution with the builders Lidgard
Brothers. The Knud Rheimers design had been
featured in a book written in 1935 by Uffa Fox.
The book titled Power and Sail had a chapter on
the 75 Square yacht including some photos and,
importantly, the lines of the hull and rig design.
Lidgards lofted the lines in their yard from a copy
taken from the book. The boat yard and shed
were relatively small for a 61 foot hull, and the
story goes that the lines were drawn out to full
size onto the footpath and out into the roadway!
Fidelis is built from NZ Kauri which is a classic
and traditional boat timber. The triple planked
construction and workmanship produced an
extremely strong and long-lasting hull. The years
of hard racing and cruising have proven the case.
Fidelis is described in New Zealand as an ‘A’ Class
keeler. She was launched with a mission to beat
the then cock-of-the-harbour in the ‘A’ Class
division, a similar looking yacht called Ranger
which had been the fastest in the division in
Auckland for 25 years since the late 1930s.
The ownership of Fidelis changed hands within
a few months and the new owner, Jim Davern,
set out to modify the yacht with an upgraded
aluminium mast and skeg rudder designed by
Warwick Hood. This improved the performance:
she won her first race against her nemesis
Ranger in Auckland and went on to win the
Suva and Noumea races, before heading across
the Tasman to take on the Sydney to Hobart.
There was some scepticism on the Sydney waterfront as to whether, despite having crossed the
Tasman, Fidelis could make it to Hobart. Skipper
Jim Davern said that with her low freeboard, the
crew would need snorkels down below to breathe
through the deck… Fidelis went on to win the
1966 Sydney to Hobart race by what was then
close to a record margin of more than 17 hours
from Ballandra representing the RSYS.
Fidelis had a major upgrade in the mid 1980s in
Auckland with the addition of a full fit out down
below to remove the four pipe cots, metho stove
and ablution bucket. The layout of the saloon,
cabin, chart table and galley have changed little
since that time. The addition of teak decks and
modernised winches changed her from a sparse
racer to the ‘Greyhound of the Seas’. She had a
second major refit in 2005 and upgraded the rig
with a new carbon fibre mast in 2010.
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I purchased the yacht in 1994 to bring her to
Sydney for the 50th anniversary of the Sydney
to Hobart yacht race. This was the largest fleet
ever for the Hobart. Given the number of older
yachts in the Veteran and Vintage divisions, it
was decided that they should start at 1230hrs,
half an hour before the main fleet, to encourage
unwavering media coverage. In the event, Fidelis
was ‘First out of the Heads’ and featured on
Channel 7 nightly news. She led the fleet for
at least an hour before the maxis of the day
overtook and headed down the coast.
Fidelis has now competed in eight Sydney to
Hobart yacht races and has been to Tasmania
many times cruising down for the Wooden Boat
Festival and trips around the coast. The most
recent outing was the 75th anniversary race in
December 2019. There was one older yacht in
that race but Fidelis was the only competitor to
have raced over a period of more than 50 years.
Fidelis is out sailing on Sydney Harbour most
weeks with mid-week racing, twilights, the
occasional cruise and trips out to Lord Howe.
If you’re dining at the Club, you can see her on
her mooring beyond Kurraba Point in Shell Cove.

Fidelis in the SASC
Classic Yacht Rally
2010. Photo John
Jeremy
Inset: Fidelis in
the 1966 Sydney to
Hobart. Photo Brian
Curtis, The Mercury.
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Honours
and Awards
by Captain
Karyn Gojnich

Mina Ferguson holding
the John Thomas
Batty Memorial Trophy.

The Squadron was unable, due to COVID-19
regulations, to hold its usual Annual Presentation
night to celebrate our Members’ achievements
and successes in the 2019/20 season. Instead,
presented trophies to our Sailors of the Year in
person.

RSYS Crew of the Year

This year’s award has been awarded jointly
to two teams who excelled on the world stage
representing RSYS:
David Chapman (Helm), Finn Alexander, Charlotte
Alexander and Zac Quinlan won the Sailing
League World Championship final in August 2019
in St Moritz, Switzerland.
Guido Belgiorno-Nettis (Helm), Michelle BelgiornoNettis, Marlena Berzins, Nicholas Cleary, Michael
Dunstan, David Edwards, Tom King (Tactician),
Greg O’Shea and Ivan Wheen won the New York
Yacht Club Invitational Cup in September 2019.

Right: Finn Alexander,
Charlotte Alexander
and Zac Quinlan hold
the Carrabella Tray
(David Chapman was
overseas)

Youth Sailor of the Year
Congratulations Mina Ferguson. In the nomination
period, Mina was selected for the Australian
Sailing Youth Team in the Laser Radial Girls class
to go to the 2020 World Sailing Youth Worlds in
Brazil in December. Unfortunately the event was
cancelled to due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Youth Worlds was first held in Sweden in
1971 and Australia is the current holder of the
Nations Trophy.

Far right: Charlotte
Alexander holding
the Joanne Trophy
Below: 2019 Rolex
New York Yacht Club
Invitational Cup. Photo
©Rolex/Daniel Forster.

Yachtswoman of the Year
Aged just 19, Charlotte Alexander is our 2019/20
Yachtswoman of the year. What an achievement!
2019 was an extraordinary year for Charlotte.
First she crewed for RSYS in the inaugural
Oceania Sailing Champions League event sailed
out of RSYS, which they won. Then she jetted off
to St Moritz, Switzerland to represent RSYS and
Australia against 24 teams from 10 nations at the
Sailing Champions League World Championship;
and they won that too.
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In addition to RSYS awards, it was also the
season for Australian Sailing to acknowledge the
individuals who most made their mark on our
sport in the past year. We are delighted and very
proud of our Members who received awards.

2020 Australian Sailing
Lifetime Achievement Award

Yachtsman of the Year
During the nomination period, Iain Murray led his
crew Richard Allanson and Colin Beashel to win
the 2019 Etchells World Championship in Corpus
Christi, USA – 35 years after he won the Etchells
Worlds sailed out of RSYS in 1984.
While it takes a team to win a regatta, it also
takes a leader to have the vision and dedication
to have a plan and implement the plan. Iain is a
worthy recipient of the RSYS Yachtsman of the
Year, demonstrating excellence in local, national
and international sail competition.

Congratulations to one of our longest-standing
Members, Gordon Ingate OAM. Gordon is one
of the most accomplished sailors in Australian
history and one who has given back so
much in that time. His sailing resumé includes
representing Australia at the Olympic Games
(Tempest class 1972), in America’s Cup
Challenges (Skipper of Gretel II in 1977) and
Admiral’s Cups (Cowes 1965) alongside many
national and international titles.

Iain Murray holding
the Idris Cup.

Australian Sailing
Offshore Sailor of the Year

In addition to being a Bluewater Skipper
extraordinaire, Matt Allen has made an indelible
contribution to the sport of sailing across
Australia and around the world, both on and
off the water. Recent wins include 2019 Rolex
Sydney to Hobart Race, 2019 RQYS Brisbane
to Hamilton Island Race, 2019 CYCA Flinders
Islet & Newcastle Bass Island Races, 2020
RYCT Australian Yachting Championships,
2020 Adelaide to Port Lincoln Race and the
2020 Lincoln Week regatta.

Australian Sailing
NSW/ACT Official of the Year

Ian Kingsford Smith has been a Member of
RSYS since 1991 and has been indispensable
from that day on. In the nomination period, Ian
spent a considerable time building, checking
and double-checking our Club’s extensive racing
calendar – comprising some 102 race days
across nine different race series. Ian oversees
the length and placement of rounding marks for
club events and also the Etchells fleet, and is
always seeking input from competitors with the
aim to improve racing.

Sportsperson of the Year
Congratulations to Adam Tran, left, who has
been awarded the RSYS Sportsperson of the
Year. This new special award was introduced for
the 2019/20 season. As with our other special
awards, nominations were sought from the
membership and then voted on by our Sailing
Committee.
The award recognises a person who embodies
the spirit and traditions of our Club, demonstrates
the love of competition and fair play, helps to
support the sport of sailing and contributes to
Club life.

Australian Sailing
NSW/ACT Yachtsman of the Year

In addition to his Etchells Worlds title, Iain Murray
is also a key administrator for sailing. He has
been the independent Regatta Director for the
last two America’s Cups (Bermuda and San
Francisco) and has been reappointed for the
36th America’s Cup to be sailed in Auckland,
NZ. He has just completed his first of three
seasons performing the same role for SailGP.
Iain is currently Australian Sailing Director for the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic campaign, an increasingly
complex role given the postponement of the
Games.

Adam Tran holding
the Ruth McCance
Memorial Trophy,
alongside Trent
Goldsack.
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The Flag Officers,
Committee and
Members extend their
sympathies to the
families of those recently
deceased Members
listed below:
Gibson, William Andrew;
Ingham, Paul;
Murphy, Phil;
Sandow, Alison Freda

To Member Lauren
Wall, for incorrect
representation of first
name in Logbook
Volume 63, Issue 3.
We extend our
apologies for this error.

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below
to membership of the Squadron
New Member

Proposer

Seconder

Bennett, Adam

M W Englund

R Cassidy

Bradford, Mark

I Wheen

M J Coxon

Collister, Kristine

K Ketelbey

Captain K Gojnich

Gibson, Geraldine

G D Bates

D L Taylor

Gourlay, Michael

P Warburton

P J Stevens

Grundy, Stephen

D Snedden

J Widdup

Hulston, Lynn

K Ketelbey

Captain K Gojnich

McGrath, Michelle

M J Coxon

I G Murray AM

Newsom, Michael

G C Barnum

D B Brown

Stephen, Amanda

P Warburton

B D Kerridge

Zenari, Anne

K Ketelbey

Captain K Gojnich

Arrold, Ryan

T G Ryan

J A Croll AM

Roberts, Mark

M Tyquin

R J Allanson

Armstrong, Joshua

M Shaw

J K Garling

Clarke, Vanessa

J Newland

C Harper

Cotton, Scott

M McCann

C Davidson

Grundy, Marion

D F Maloney

P J Maloney

McGrath, Anthony

M J Coxon

I G Murray AM

Hyde, Dean

S Proud

S Morgan

Braden, Alissa

R McLachlan

S Hunt

Deng, Nathan

R McLachlan

S Hunt

Williams, Olivia

R McLachlan

S Hunt

METROPOLITAN

COUNTRY

INTERMEDIATE

AFFILIATE

YOUTH

Club Information

Clubhouse

Due to Government regulations during the
COVID-19 pandemic, Clubhouse access is
restricted to diners with bookings.
Please note this information is current at the time
of going to press and may change. For the latest
updates on the Clubhouse operations, please
visit our website www.rsys.com.au/COVID-19.

Reception

The House Reception is staffed Monday to Friday
from 8am to 5pm and on weekends from 8am
until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Home Dining

We are pleased to offer Members a range of
Home Dining options, freshly cooked by our
Chefs, for Take-away or Home Delivery. Your
purchase will be charged to your House Account.
Our current menu includes:
Three Course Dinner Party, Friday & Saturday
Cooked Roasts, Tuesday to Sunday
Fresh Family Meals, Tuesday to Sunday
Frozen Meals, all week.
The menu is subject to change, and take-away
and delivery arrangements vary. Please refer to
the menu mailed out with your Statement and
included in the OnBoard e-newsletter, or visit our
website www.rsys.com.au.

Fort Denison Cellar

The Cellar is open and Members are welcome to
enter and purchase wine. Please assist our staff
to comply with social distancing rules by making
an appointment in advance, call Jamie or Kim on
02 9017 0121.
Wine lists have been posted to Members with
their statements and may be viewed online at
www.rsys.com.au/clubhouse/cellar (login to
Members Area) and
www.rsys.com.au/home-dining.
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Waterfront

Our Waterfront is open for all boat repairs and
maintenance. Our staff are on hand for anti-foul
jobs, shipwright, electrical and mechanical work.
Call Louise on 02 9017 0161 to make a booking.
The tender service is running and fuel is available
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm and weekends
8am-5pm. Please note restrictions and
conditions apply to use of the Pond and tender
service. Please see our website for details.

Accommodation

House Rooms
We offer five fully furnished en suite rooms.
These have been refurbished recently.
Waterfront Apartments
Our five fully furnished, serviced apartments
are available for booking. They have Harbour
frontage and are only minutes’ walking distance
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to
the apartments is not available.
All apartments are decorated with nautical
memorabilia and international yacht club
burgees.
Deposits:
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of
booking (this deposit may be transferable to
another date provided written notice is given
14 days in advance and approved by the
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is
available from the Members section of the
website www.rsys.com.au.

Note:

To keep up with events at The Club please
check with the Squadron website as events
may change daily due to COVID-19 restrictions.
If you are not currently receiving our
e-Newsletters, please contact Isabel Wartho
at isabel@rsys.com.au.

Photography David Clare.

Onwater craft manned by many Squadron volunteers at the 2000 Olympics. Photo David Flakelar.

