
 
2020 RSYS Friday Twilight Series  

 
Protest No. 1 & 2                       Division 3                                        Race No. 1 
 

S’Wonderful 6791 v Margaret Rintoul 353 
Margaret Rintoul 353 v S’Wonderful 6791 

 
Hearing at the RSYS on Wednesday 14 October 2020 at 19:00 hours. 
 
Protest Committee:  Tim Cox, Peter Davison  & John Kirkjian 

  
S’Wonderful was represented by John Marty 
Margaret Rintoul was  represented by Bruce Gould 

 
FACTS FOUND 
 

1. As both protests relate to the same incident they were heard together with the consent of the 
parties.  

2. After crossing the finishing line there was a collision between S’Wonderful and Margaret 
Rintoul.                        . 

3. Although the boats were locked together for some time neither boat hailed “protest” or display 
a red flag as required by RRS 61.1(a). 

4. The collision between the yachts caused serious damage to S’Wonderful that was obvious to 
both protestors. 

5. S’Wonderful attempted to contact Margaret Rintoul by telephone within the protest time limit 
to inform her of her intention to lodge a protest as required by RRS 61.1(a)(4). 

6. Margaret Rintoul attempted to contact S’Wonderful by telephone within the protest time limit 
to inform her of her intention to protest as required by RRS 61.1(a)(4).  

7. Margaret Rintoul was approaching the finishing line close hauled on port tack overlapped to 
leeward of S’Wonderful. 

8. Margaret Rintoul was overlapped close to leeward by a third unnamed boat.     
9. Shortly after both boats crossed the finishing line and within one to two boat lengths 

S’Wonderful pulled away and a collision occurred between port bowsprit strut of Margaret 
Rintoul and amidships of S’Wonderful.  

10. S’Wonderful action  in altering course to leeward was witnessed by Eric Duggin the coxswain 
on board the finishing boat. 

11. As a result of this collision S’Wonderful received damaging to her starboard life lines, 
stanchions and cap shroud, Margaret Rintoul received damage to her port bowsprit strut and 
toe rail. 

12. Margaret Rintoul’s anchor  was located protruding beyond her bow  
 

CONCLUSION 
 

1. S’Wonderful as windward boat failed to keep clear of Margaret Rintoul a leeward boat 
RRS 11. 

2. Margaret Rintoul was sailing with her anchor on her bow in contravention to the  RSYS 
Friday Twilight Sailing Instruction 1.5. 

3. S’Wonderful failed to avoid contact with Margaret Rintoul when it was reasonably 
possible RRS 14. 

4. Margaret Rintoul was unable to avoid contact with S’Wonderful owing to the presence 
of a boat in close proximity immediately to leeward RRS 14. 

 



                
RULES APPLICABLE 
 
RRS:  11, 14, 61.1(a), 61.1(a)(4), 61,3, , RSYS  Friday  Twilight Sailing Instruction 1.5 & Preamble to RRS 
Part 2 
 
DECISION 
 

1. S’Wonderful is to be scored DSQ in Race 1 for her breaches of RRS 11 & 14 
2. Margaret Rintoul is to be scored DSQ in Race 1 for her breach of SI 1.5 
 

 
         John C. Kirkjian 
         Chairman 

 
 


