
 

Adoption of RRS Appendix A9 for Point Score Series 

 

Your Sailing Committee has resolved to make a small but significant change to the way DNFs 

(Did not Finish) and RETs (Retired after Finishing) are scored in our Point Score Series. 

What is the change?  For many years now, boats that were DNF or RET have been scored 

“Number of Finishers + 1” in our Point Score Series.  The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) of 

World Sailing (known as the Blue Book) prescribes that boats scored DNF and RET shall be 

scored “Number of Starters + 1”.  This rule, see Appendix A9 in RRS, will be adopted by the 

Squadron for all Point Score series with the exception of the TUE and SUN Twilights (there is 

no point score for the FRI Twilights). 

It should be acknowledged that some Squadron members have expressed concern at this 

change on the grounds that the current system is working and has served us well for many 

years and more particularly that if, say, only a couple of boats finish a race within the time 

limit, they may get such a lead in the point score that there is no opportunity for others to 

contest. 

So, why make the change? 

• The Squadron prides itself as being one of the leading “sailing” clubs in Australia and 

on the professionalism of our race management and the way in which we conduct 

our racing.  Part of this implies we should be seen as being compliant with World 

Sailing’s RRS. 

• The key that enables boats that sail consistently in a series to be protected from the 

application of Appendix A9 scoring is the availability in a Race Series of Discards 

(Drops) which are used to cover outlier scores caused by unplanned events. 

• Neither our current scoring methodology (Finishers +1) nor A9 (Starters +1) gives a 

perfectly “fair” result in the event of a lot of DNFs in a race.  In the former, a low 

point score is likely to always be part of a boat’s total point score (never subject to 

discard) whereas in A9 scoring, that particular result is likely to be dropped and 

removed from the total point score.  

• Fortunately, a large number of DNFs in a race is a rare event at the Squadron.  The 

aim of race management is to always have the majority, if not all starters finish a 

race through setting shortened courses or shortening at a mark. 

David Ross 

Race Officer (on behalf of the Sailing Committee) 

 


