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for this Fund with a great result of $185k raised  
to date. Thank you to all those Members who 
contributed to this long term fund development.  
– We have reviewed our training programmes 
and are going to rename all our training pathways 
under the umbrella term ‘The Academy’. More 
than 490 youth came through our programmes 
last year, including over 80 from Redlands School 
whose sailing programme we now manage, plus 
90 adults who undertook our courses.
–	 We	have	also	finalised	our	waterfront	lease	
with Maritime and I can announce that we signed 
our new 20 year maritime lease last week. 
All of these issues have been achieved while 
ensuring the Club still delivers quality services in 
our operational areas for our Members across 
both sailing and social activities. 
I	would	like	to	acknowledge	the	diligent	efforts	 
of our CEO/Secretary Will Pettigrew in controlling 
all aspects of the Squadron’s expenditure while 
helping to deliver premium services to Members. 
Will and his executive team have done a great  
job and I congratulate him on his leadership 
throughout the year. 
Our Honorary Treasurer Ross Littlewood has 
been working closely with Will and he spends 
considerable hours each week overseeing all 
aspects	of	the	Squadron’s	financial	obligations.	 
I would also like to thank Ross for his great 
contribution.
The Squadron is arguably one of the most diverse 
sailing clubs around Australia and we are proud 
of our focus and dedication to supporting and 
promoting the sport of sailing while delivering 
premium services for all Members, both sailors 
and non-sailors.
We run more yachting events over the year than 
any other club on the harbour. Last season saw  
a total of 28 Saturday races and 13 short inshore 
races on alternate weekends. Our Twilight races 
number 24 and our Ladies twilights 12 races – 
and this is just the Club racing, on top of which 
are all the regattas we host as well.
We celebrated our 50th annual cruise to Pittwater 
and it was a special week for all involved. We had 
65 boats attend! The Cruise Committee has done 
a	terrific	job	in	building	our	cruising	interests	at	
the Club including organising some well supported 
‘cruising in company’ trips and some interesting 
speaker nights.

Good evening fellow Members and welcome to 
the 157th Annual General Meeting of the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron. I would like to provide 
you with a brief summary of the activities of your 
Committee and operations of the Squadron over 
the past year, plus highlight some plans for the 
future.
We have had a positive year at the Squadron, 
and it has been a year of our usual strong focus 
on running our operation within budget, with 
prudent	financial	management.	The	headline	
achievements are that we have managed to 
achieve a surplus and also reduce our debt  
to zero.
We have achieved a growth in membership 
numbers from 2,876 back up to our pre GFC 
magical number of 3,000 and seen membership 
activities increase to help drive revenues up by 
8%. A special thank you to Michelle Baeza for  
a	great	effort	in	running	our	member	services	 
so professionally. 
The Honorary Treasurer Ross Littlewood will 
deliver	a	more	detailed	report	on	our	financials	
shortly.  
In addition, we have achieved some key strategic 
results for your Club such as:
– Our governance and compliance review  
which included a Board Charter, and Terms of 
Reference and standard operation processes for 
all Committees. Further work will continue this 
year	to	finalise	this	project	of	work.	A	special	
thank you to Vice Commodore Christian Brook, 
Captain Karyn Gojnich and David Albert for their 
effort	to	drive	this	project.
– New sponsorship guidelines which will  
respect our culture and help provide some  
cover	for	operational	costs.	We	will	be	first	 
inviting Members who wish to sponsor events 
before going outside the club community.
–	 In	the	context	of	the	findings	from	our	
membership survey and a refresh of our strategic 
plan, we have developed a Master Plan for our 
asset development over the next 10 years plus 
which we will be presenting to you over the next 
few months.
– We have reviewed our Foundation processes 
and procedures including the Endowment Fund 
which has been renamed the Future Fund and 
successfully kick started a seeding programme 
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accordance with the rules. His dedication to the 
Squadron has been outstanding, particularly in 
helping turn around the Waterfront operations.
I’m encouraged by the number of enthusiastic 
Members who attend the many special evenings 
including wine tastings, dining-in nights, theme 
nights, Commodore’s Ball, the Christmas 
Dining-in nights and many others. We also have  
a vibrant Bridge group whose numbers have 
increased over the year. Plus, our Book Club 
remains popular, as well as other activities such 
as yoga classes. It is certainly a Club full of  
wide and varied activities outside of sailing. The  
House Committee continues to do a great job  
in working with management: Pierre Miller and 
Jamie Dickinson, to deliver quality House services 
for all our Members… and of course many  
thanks to our wonderful Chef Ian McInnes and his 
team who deliver such a quality range of dining 
experiences. I would also like to acknowledge 
Kim Smith who does a superb job in running our 
award-winning Fort Denison Cellar. 
The Waterfront operation, including minor  
ship repairs, slipping for anti-foul and painting  
of boats, mechanical and electrical repairs, 
continues to be in strong demand, and following 
a structural review, we are now witnessing a 
boatyard which is run professionally. I would  
like to thank the team led by Ned Brown for 
another solid year.
The Membership Committee continues to deliver 
value for you, such as the initiative of a new  
online membership process to move away from 
the more complex paperwork system which will 
make life easier for Members and employees to 
process a membership application.
There is an ongoing commitment from the 
Communications Committee to ensure Members 
are kept up-to-date with all matters of available 
information, including the Log Book, Onboard, 
Website and email systems plus the ever-
increasing social media platforms being used  
by the younger, and not so young generations. 
This committee is always seeking new and 
improved ways to better communicate with 
Members, and we will be developing a 
comprehensive communication/IT review  
and plan for the Club in the latter part of this 
financial	year.

Our usual busy sailing year achieved some top 
results across Youth and all our sailors. 
– We had Youth sailors in Europe and North 
America over winter and match racing teams in 
New Zealand and New Caledonia.
– Who could forget our victory in the Sayonara 
Cup when we claimed it back from the Royal 
Yacht Club of Tasmania.
– We are proud of our Club’s team led by David 
Chapman who recently took out the Sailing 
Champions League - a club-based competition 
which now is a global racing programme.
–  We wish a couple of our Members well as 
they vie for selection for the 2020 Olympics:  
good luck to Nathan Outteridge and Will Ryan.
– We also wish our Squaddie team well for a 
good result in the upcoming Invitation Cup in 
Newport at the New York Yacht Club starting 
tonight.
Overall a very strong year in our sailing 
performance. We have a very busy sailing  
schedule ahead and I wish everyone a most 
enjoyable season.
On behalf of the Trustees I would like to thank 
those Members who contribute to the RSYS 
Foundation each year in order to assist 
predominately our Youth and Intermediate sailors 
in the development of their competitive sailing 
skills, both here in Australia and overseas.
The Squadron is steeped in its Corinthian spirit 
and without the enormous contribution by our 
Members	as	volunteer	race	officials,	we	simply	
could not conduct such an extensive yacht  
racing programme. Our race management team 
overseen	by	the	dedicated	Sailing	Office	staff	is	 
to be wholeheartedly congratulated.
We are fortunate to have such a large number  
of willing Members who serve on the many sub 
committees and working groups. I especially 
thank	my	fellow	Flag	Officers	and	members	of	 
the General Committee for their untiring support 
and dedication to the wellbeing of the Squadron. 
They have all been working very hard on your 
behalf to ensure our Club remains strong now 
and into the future.
Tonight, we say thank you to Richard Hammond 
who has served on the General Committee for 
the past six years and is standing down in 
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The History Committee continues to collect, 
catalogue and archive the Squadron’s history  
and does a lot of good work under the leadership 
of our Honorary Archivist Peter Bradford. The 
General Committee has approved a review of  
our archives by an external expert with a view  
to	finding	the	best	way	to	sustainably	digitalise	
our key documents to protect them for future 
generations.
One of the key achievements of our committees 
has been the development of our Master Plan. 
The	Master	Plan	looked	at	many	different	types	of	
asset developments, from life cycle asset replace-
ment issues to new asset development to ensure 
ongoing	Members’	desired	benefits	and	value	
propositions are delivered into the future. We  
also have prioritised these plans based on many 
different	filters	such	as	income	producing	benefits	
through to safety and productivity issues for our 
Members and employees and many more.
I would like to thank all committees and in 
particular the Asset Management and the General 
Committee	members	for	the	extra	effort	they	have	
put into developing this plan over and above 
usual operational issues. We are very proud of  
the	huge	effort	that	has	been	put	into	ensuring	 
it has been an incredibly robust piece of work – 
building on previous Master Plans in 2002 and 
2014.	I	would	also	like	specifically	to	acknowledge	
our Architect Tim Court for his patience and 
professional contribution.
This	Master	Plan	has	been	different	from	previous	
ones in that its scope covered the full envelope of 
our site ie both Waterfront and House. In addition, 
we have a high-level costing for each project 
which will help the General Committee and 
Members understand the amount of money 
which may be required to develop these assets  
to meet Members’ needs and importantly cash 
flow.	Traditionally	we	have	managed	our	asset	
development based on primarily debt funding 
which has served us well but locks us into a 
development cycle based around cost and  
limits of debt.
We have developed the Future Fund and started 
to seed it in order to remove this development 
cycle impediment, and also remove from our 
general ledger our asset development costs to 
ensure our subs are kept at a reasonable level. 

We also wanted to develop a means by which  
we could accumulate funds which will grow over 
time	and	could	be	used	for	specific	or	general	
purpose	major	developments	for	on	or	off	water	
infrastructure. I encourage you to consider 
making contributions to our Future Fund in the 
context of our Master Plan about which you will 
hear more in the coming months.  
We are planning over the next few months to 
conduct Member ‘town hall’ sessions to review 
and provide feedback on the Master Plan. 
On an issue of major repair work required at our 
Club, I can announce that there has been a lot of 
work and research into our car park that requires 
repairs, and that we will be starting these works 
in winter 2020. This can be fully funded out of  
our accumulated operational cash. I would like  
to thank Commodores Jim Dunstan and Malcolm 
Levy,	and	Bruce	Gould	for	their	efforts	to	 
manage this major repair work. This will be an 
approximate spend of $1.2 million over our usual 
$500,000 annual spend on asset maintenance.
I warmly encourage all Members to continue to 
strengthen our Club by considering proposing for 
membership good and valued friends, especially 
those who have enjoyed your hospitality at the 
Squadron on a regular basis. 
Challenges in the future are the increasing costs 
of repairs and maintenance; maintaining use  
of the facilities by Members; maintaining price 
competitiveness; maintaining relevance to the 
next generation of Members without selling  
our souls, and dealing with the ever-increasing 
regulations, rules and associated costs.
What we really need is more of our Members 
using	the	facilities,	especially	the	fine	dining	room,	
and of course we need more younger Members 
joining the Squadron.
I thank the Club management and team for  
their contribution to the successful running of  
the Club throughout the year, maintaining the  
high level of services that our Members expect 
and at the same time controlling expenditure  
and costs.
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Australian Sailing 
honours Sailors 
of the Year
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Congratulations to  
the three Squadron 
Members honoured at 
the Australian Sailing 
Awards on Friday  
18 October:
Above: Matt Allen – 
Offshore Sailor of  
the Year.
Right: Will Ryan (on 
the right), with Mat 
Belcher – Male Sailor 
of the Year. 
Below right: Will 
Cooley, with Bec 
Hancock – Youth  
Sailor of the Year
Fantastic results,  
well done all! 



On the Road  
to the Olympics

by Will Ryan

I am writing this from a Japanese Bullet Train, 
having	just	finished	another	training	block	in	the	
470 this past week. We are on the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympic	waters,	and	this	week	have	netflix-ed,	
coffee-shopped	and	slept	through	our	third	
typhoon in as many weeks. To say it has been a 
whirlwind year is a bit of a cliché; it is more like a 
lot	of	plane	rides,	lots	of	different	beds,	plenty	of	
new faces and familiar faces, valuable hours on 
the water, short, special moments with family and 
friends, and way too many days washing and 
re-wearing the same clothes from my one faithful 
wheelie bag.
The summer months of June to September 
(European and Japanese summer that is) have 
been a successful run for my Olympic sailing 
partner Mat Belcher, our coach Victor Kovalenko 
and me. We enjoyed a string of wins including the 
European Championship in San Remo, Italy and 
the World Cup Final in Marseille, France, before 
three in a row in Japan: the World Championship, 
Olympic Test Event and Japan World Cup Event. 
Making it even more special was that Mat and I 
were jointly awarded Australian Male Sailor of the 
Year for 2019 in October and were nominated for 
the Rolex World Sailor of the Year.
It is hard to believe that all these positives came 
only six months after I had helped Mat into the 
back of an ambulance next to the Gold Coast 
Seaway, having just capsized on a breaking wave 
as we tried to return from one of our training 
sessions. In the process we broke one of our top 
masts, destroyed our sails and damaged the hull 
of the boat and foils beyond repair. 
The approach to the 2020 Olympics for Mat, 
Victor	and	me	has	been	a	different	one	from	 
that of our Rio 2016 Campaign. Having been  
so close, but not quite getting what we were  
after in Rio, it has given us the chance to wonder 
if	we	could	have	done	things	differently,	and	if	 
we had, would we have been happier with the 
journey	itself,	and	not	just	reflecting	on	the	result?	
Ultimately we are both super competitive people 
and unlikely to stop until we are on the top step. 
We could however use our energy more wisely 
and spend more days where it counts; make 
more time for Mat with his young family; explore 
more opportunities for other sailing experiences 
and spend more time on the Olympic waters 
which	offer	huge	diversity,	from	howling	sea-
breezes, monster waves and 40+°C heat,  

to whisper light, shifting land winds, rain and 
millpond	flat	conditions.
Time will tell but we have taken more ownership 
of our programme this time. In the process  
we are learning to be more diverse and open-
minded. The journey has certainly exceeded 
expectations thus far, with so many more 
opportunities to share our project and our dream 
with the families, friends and supporters who 
enable us and inspire us to do what we do. 
The recent announcement of Olympic selection 
was a special step and a nice reminder that it’s 
now ‘Business Time’. We feel as a team we  
are in a good spot, and the past year has given 
me opportunities to enjoy some of my favourite 
sailing: Squadron Friday twilights with fellow 
Member Sam Hill on Forty; the chance to 
compete on the TP52 circuit with Sled; 12 Metre 
sailing on Australia II on the sacred waters in 
Newport; event wins in the M32 Worlds and 
World Match Racing Tour, and sailing Etchells, 
with	Mat	and	me	placing	first	and	second	at	the	
2018 Etchells Worlds – Mat with RSYS Member 
Martin Hill and myself with Mark Thornburrow.
Little opportunities like this are what Mat and I 
hope will add up to help form the racing ‘edge’ 
we are after, combined with the next months of 
training and testing in Australia, we are looking 
forward to the chance to put our best feet 
forward in Tokyo next year!
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The fleet underway  
in Newport.
Photo Ian Roman.

Defender at the  
2019 12 Metre World  
Championships

by Paul Cottee

The 2019 12 Metre World Championship was 
held at Newport, Rhode Island between 8-13 
July. 22 boats representing six competing nations 
with boats divided into divisions, depending on 
their	age	and	keel	configuration:
Vintage: full keel, pre WW2: four boats entered
Traditional: full keel, post war to American Eagle 
(1967): four boats
Modern: separate keel and rudder, Intrepid (1967) 
to 1983: eight boats
Grand Prix: winged keel, Australia II (1983) 
onwards: four boats
Spirit: 12s which no longer rate as such: two 
boats.
The	fleet	included	four	America’s	Cup	winning	
boats, accounting for six Cup wins (two of which 
were against Squadron challengers) and was the 
largest	fleet	ever	to	race	in	the	United	States.	
The	Newport	12	Metre	fleet	has	experienced	a	
renaissance over the past decade; for example, 
while no new design boats have been built since 
the 1987 Cup, several boats have undergone 
extensive	top-to-bottom,	stem-to-stern	refits,	
especially in the very competitive Modern division. 
Gary Jobson, tactician aboard the 1977 winner 
Courageous	was	filling	the	same	role	at	this	 
2012 regatta and declared before the regatta  
that the boat was going ’as well as ever’. 
Likewise Challenge 12 (now XII), Ben Lexcen’s 
‘conventional’ design for 1983, has been given  
a makeover and was the Modern boat to beat 
going into the regatta.

The Defender	effort	came	about	when,	just	six	
weeks prior to the regatta, the original charter  
of Defender fell through and was picked up by 
Dick Enersen, a member of the winning 1964 
team aboard Constellation. With the help of 
Australian Paul Buttrose, Dick pulled together an 
experienced crew, comprising several Cup sailors 
and others with big-boat experience. There was  
a solid RSYS connection: our starboard trimmer 
was Joe Cooper, who sailed on the Squadron’s 
1977 Gretel II challenge (then with Australia in 
1980); and me assisting on the handles with Nick 
Ingate, son of Steve and grandson of Gordon.
Against boats which had been training for this 
regatta for several years, it’s fair to say that the 
Defender campaign came somewhat late to the 
party. However, she’s a fast boat, a David Pedrick 
design for the late Tom Blackaller in the 1983 US 
Trials. She was renovated in 2017, given a new 
rig, and was successfully raced in the 2017 and 
2018 seasons. One of her original grinders, Jim 
Plagenhoef, sailed this regatta in the Pit and it’s 
fair to say he knows every inch of the boat.
Right from the start we were competitive. Our 
tactician, Cup veteran Andy MacGowan, helped 
Dick put the boat exactly where it should be at 
pretty much every start and no quarter was given 
or expected. However it soon became clear 
where the other boats’ long preparations came 
in, with local knowledge and practised boat 
handling	putting	most	of	the	fleet	ahead	of	us	for	
the	first	few	races.	We	began	to	find	our	footing	
as	the	regatta	progressed	(for	example,	our	first	



The Spirit division was won by America II (US42), 
over her 1987-era sister US46.
At the end, the years-long preparation of the  
top crews in each division showed. Following  
a protest on the penultimate day, the Modern  
division championship came down to the last 
race. Three boats were in the running, but 
Challenge XII managed to shut out Courageous 
at the start and basically covered her the whole 
race to claim the title. In that sense, an Australian 
(-built) boat emerged victorious!
Final disaster was narrowly averted when, after 
the last race, Defender’s chase came alongside 
to deliver a cooler full of post-race refreshments. 
A wave came between the boats at exactly the 
wrong moment, with grip on the cooler being lost. 
However,	the	lightning-quick	reflexes	of	US	Army	
veteran Anthony Villalobos on Defender meant 
that we were able to enjoy our libations on the 
tow back to the dock!

gybe-set as a crew was ‘in anger’ and was 
executed	flawlessly)	and	with	each	successive	
race, we started to be more and more in the mix 
not only at starts, but at other roundings as well. 
We had our tails up going into the last couple of 
days as we’d found our stride and our results had 
started	to	climb	up	the	fleet,	with	a	few	tactical	
(almost match-racing) battles taking place.
Unfortunately, disaster struck on the second-last 
day when, sitting in our best position to date,  
we	lost	Andy	overboard.	A	rule	specific	to	the	
Newport	12m	fleet	provides	that	a	MOB	means	
the boat must retire; however our immediate 
concern was of course to ensure that Andy was 
safely recovered. It was a sobering experience 
with just a light one metre swell, and it wasn’t 
long before we were dozens of metres away  
from Andy and losing sight of him with every 
swell; the fact that our crew hats were red made 
it easier for us to keep sight and for the recovery 
boat eventually to locate him. After what he later 
described as ‘the longest three minutes’ of his 
life, he was picked up by a chase boat, later 
re-joining us at the post-race drinks, somewhat 
soggy but otherwise unharmed. My personal 
takeaway from the regatta is always to wear a  
red hat when racing!
Racing was also competitive in the other  
divisions. In the Vintage division, Patrizio Bertelli’s 
Nyala (1938), skippered by Mauro Pelaschier, 
claimed victory (and in winning every race, 
achieved the lowest score of any boat, thereby 
laying claim to the title of champion boat of the 
regatta); the 1958 Cup winner Columbia prevailed 
in the Traditionals and in the Grand Prix division, 
KZ5 beat her 1987 sisters KZ3 and KZ7, as well 
as the other Australian-built boat at the regatta, 
Kookaburra II (also owned by Patrizio Bertelli). 

Defender’s experienced 
crew in action.
Photo Ian Roman.

L to R: Paul Cottee, 
Nick Ingate, Joe 
Cooper holding the 
Squadron burgee  
Paul keeps in his 
sailing bag for these 
occasions.
Photo by Alison 
Fletcher.
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Sydney 
by Charles Curran & David Kellett 
The yacht Sydney has been a regular visitor to 
the	Whitsundays,	having	first	participated	in	
Hamilton Island Race Week in 1998 after a week 
of racing in the Hayman Island Big Boat Series.  
Sydney was built as a 60 foot ‘Pocket’ Maxi at a 
time when the Maxis were about 83 feet in length 
and in her early days she competed in the Big 
Boat Challenge on Sydney Harbour. She and 
other similar sized yachts are now dwarfed by  
the 100 foot ’Super’ Maxis. 
Following	many	years	of	offshore	racing,	including	
a number of line honour and handicap victories, 
Sydney,	over	recent	years,	has	confined	her	
racing to Division 1 in the Squadron’s Main 
Series, with occasional participation at HIRW. 
At the 2019 Race Week, Sydney was in the  
Blue Division comprising larger yachts and 

enjoyed	competitive	racing	in	a	fleet	of	15	boats,	
particularly relishing close racing with the 83 foot 
Maxi Bumblebee 4. We also helped the crew of 
that well known yacht, which has also raced as 
Maxi Ragamuffin, to celebrate her 40th birthday.
Hamilton Island has been well restored by the 
Oatley family following the cyclone in 2017.  
There was the usual friendly welcome and good 
camaraderie enjoyed by the crews of more than 
250 yachts competing this year and the many 
other visitors to the island for Race Week.
Sydney had its usual mix of older, experienced 
sailors and a number of younger crew. Helming 
was shared between Charles Curran and David 
Kellett and the other members of the after  
guard were highly experienced David Davies  
as Tactician and Donald Graham as Navigator. 
Senior trimmers included John Woodford and 
Colin Tipney, who had sailed with David Kellett  
on various campaigns of the Maxi Sovereign. 
All races this year were around island marks,  
and Sydney was fortunate to establish a good 
position	in	the	pointscore	by	winning	the	first	 
two races in mixed wind conditions between  
five	to	18kts.	
Race 1 was sailed in light airs up to a turning 
mark	off	Lindeman	Island.	This	suited	Sydney  
well and she led for the entire race, winning  
both line and handicap honours.
Race 2 was sailed in 15 to 18kts of breeze which 
suited the larger and heavier Bumblebee 4 with 
Sydney second across the line and winning on 
handicap.
Race 3 was meant to be a longer distance race 
however	with	wind	at	35+	kts,	the	race	officials	
wisely delayed the start until the wind abated in 
the early afternoon and set a 20 mile race with 
wind in the 20-25kts range. Sydney had a great 
tussle for line honours with Bumblebee 4, which 
finished	60	seconds	ahead.	However,	the	heavier	
wind had suited the handicap performance of the 
other	60	footers	in	the	fleet,	Journey, Allegro and 
Silver Lining.
Race 4 was sailed in 15-18kts of wind against a 
strong	tide,	giving	quite	steep	waves	off	the	start	
line. Sydney gained line honours after another 
great tussle with Bumblebee 4 and was second 
behind Silver Lining on handicap.
Races 5 and 6 were run in similar conditions to 
Race 4. The handicapper had caught up with 
Sydney which had led the pointscore from the 
first	race;	she	finished	10th	and	8th	respectively.	
Silver Lining had sailed consistently with two  
third places.
Race 6 saw the line honours tussle continue with 
Sydney claiming the honours over Bumblebee 4. 
We	finished	with	three	line	honours	apiece	after	
some great sailing and camaraderie both on and 
off	the	water.

Hamilton Island  
Race Week 2019

Photo © Salty Dingo.



In the pointscore result, Sydney won the Blue 
Division by two points, with Silver Lining and the 
consistently placed Journey for second place.  
The crew, made up of most of our Saturday 
Division 1 regulars, did an outstanding job 
throughout the week in the mix of conditions  
and were thrilled with the results. We thank  
them	all	for	their	efforts.
As a piece of trivia on Sydney’s ocean racing 
history, in 1996 she recorded a faster time to 
Hobart than had been achieved by any yacht  
in any previous year. The rider to this true but 
slightly boastful claim, is the fact that Sydney  
was fourth over the line that year, behind  
Morning Glory, Exile and Amazon.

Hooligan  
By Stuart Pollard
I had the pleasure of participating in the 2019 
Airlie Beach and Hamilton Island Race Weeks 
with Marcus Blackmore and team onboard 
Hooligan – a high performance TP52 class  
yacht	which	is	specifically	designed	for	technical	
windward/leeward and inshore racing. 
The TP52 class has been at the forefront of boat 
design and technology for the better part of 15 
years. Every year about 10 brand new TP52s join 
the global circuit, bringing cutting edge design 
and technology improvements in the quest for 
additional boat lengths around the race track.  
The advancements are now getting quite mind- 
blowing – for example, on Hooligan I can connect 
my Garmin wristwatch to the boat’s computer 
system via Bluetooth. As the bowman, this gives 
me insight into details such as the actual distance 
we are from the start line, or the time to the next 
lay line, regardless of where I am standing on 
the yacht.

This year, Marcus made no secret of the fact he 
wanted Hooligan to take the honours at HIRW. 
Therefore	the	team	invested	significant	time	 
and	effort	into	training	and	race	practice,	both	 
in NSW and at Airlie Beach Race Week. The 
pre-game training and race practice allowed  
us to get a really good feel for the yacht’s 
capabilities	in	different	conditions	and	scenarios,	
and	for	our	team	to	refine	our	boat	handling	 
skills.	A	TP52	is	no	different	from	any	other	boat	
– good boat handling is critical to success. In fact 
I would suggest that on a TP52 its importance  
is	magnified	because	all	jobs	are	directly	
interrelated. 
For example at the bottom mark, all four grinders 
are locked into the retrieval line for the spinnaker. 
Once the spinnaker is down, they need to provide 
power to the runner winch, mainsheet and jib 
sheet all independently. If anybody is out of sync, 
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Left: Sydney 1st in 
Blue Division.
Below: Hooligan  
1st in IRC Division 1. 
Photo © Salty Dingo.
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there is a high chance you will round the mark 
with the spinnaker in the water and all your sails 
flapping!	The	coordination	and	timing	of	each	 
and every role on the boat is critical to execute 
well, otherwise it can make for a particularly bad  
day. True to his name, Tim Wiseman, the team 
manager, wisely assembled a motivated and 
experienced crew that was ready to take on  
all the challenges that the seven day event 
inevitably throws at you. 
Fast forward to Race Week which this year saw  
a strong contingent of 50-70 foot boats racing  
in the IRC division 1, including Wild Oats (RP66), 
Zen (TP52), Chinese Whisper (JV62) and No Limit 
(RP 63). The racing was extremely tight with the 
TP52s often able to keep up with the larger boats 
downwind. This was particularly exciting in the 
infamous downwind Dent Passage starts. For  
the boats in IRC division 1, there’s only about  
one minute after the start in which we have to  
set the spinnaker, drop the jib, hoist the staysail 
and gybe, otherwise we’d run aground. Add to 
that, the whole time you are planing at over 20kts 
with maximum spray. It’s super fun and exciting 
sailing. 
During the seven day regatta, all teams were 
tested with a wide variety of wind conditions.  
The most testing race was on day three. Despite 
beautiful sunshine and 30°C temperatures,  
we were facing a 30kt southerly. The race 
commenced with a start in Dent Passage, 
followed by a 10 mile down wind run to Denman 
Reef. The howling southerly and glorious 
sunshine, combined with big waves, delivered  
an extremely memorable 30 minutes of sailing 
through the Whitsunday Passage. The image on 
page 9 is of us hitting our top speed of 24kts in 
that 30 minutes. Half way down the run, Marcus 
was heard to say ‘Now this is why you buy a 
TP52!’ with his biggest smile of the week. It was 
pretty special.
Team Hooligan performed like a well-oiled 
machine at Hamilton. The boat handling was 
exceptional, and the team worked together 
seamlessly	–	as	illustrated	by	our	results:	five	 
race wins and two seconds. It is always an 
honour to race with the Hooligan Sailing Team 
and be a part of its back-to-back Hamilton  
Island premierships. The team is already looking 
forward to the 2020 event to defend our title.

Hamilton Island Race 
week 2019 continued



David and Jill Henry’s 
Sweet Chariot 3rd in 
Orange Div.

Page 10, Squadron 
boats from top: 
Gordon Ketelbey’s 
Zen 3rd in IRC Div 1
David Griffith’s 
Chinese Whisper 
4th in IRC Div 1
Ray Roberts’ Team 
Hollywood 1st in IRC 
Div 2.
Photos © Salty Dingo.

Sweet Chariot by Jill Henry

Sweet Chariot has just completed another very 
entertaining and rewarding Hamilton Island Race 
Week. This regatta must be one of the best 
organised race weeks anywhere. We congratulate 
the organising team and bestow special 
accolades on Jenny, the lady calling the count 
down to the starts for all 14 divisions. Her voice  
is	as	enthusiastic	for	the	last	start	as	for	the	first,	
and she leaves no one in doubt. 
This year HIRW attracted the second highest 
number of entrants at 234 boats. There were  
14 divisions which included IRC, PHS and multi 
hulls. The boats ranged from Wild Oats IX down 
to trailer yachts and provided a feast for the  
eyes, not only for the participants but also for the 
spectators ashore and the passengers on board 
the	jets	flying	in	–	seemingly	only	metres	above	
the tallest masts – to the airport alongside Dent 
Passage	where	the	starts	and	finishes	mainly	
were. It is an amusing sight at times. Five boats in 
our division sailed under the RSYS banner: Ishtar, 
La Troisième Mitemps, Spectre, Abracadabra and 
Sweet Chariot. 
Save	for	the	first	two	days,	conditions	were	 
very blustery which at times caused some rather  
close calls, at other times too close with several 
collisions. We were in PHS Hamilton Island 
Orange Fleet Spinnaker division. We can now  
say	our	fourth	place	last	year	wasn’t	a	fluke	as	 
we improved that position to third. Good helming, 
good crew work and a good supply of red frogs 
and black cats for energy ensured our success.   
We had the same ‘crack’ crew as last year:  
fellow Squadron Members Sharron and Graeme 
Kennedy, Macca Paton and one of David’s 

Etchells’ crew, Mark Brown. We gave our 
spinnaker a real workout and I was a tad 
concerned when, at times, the wind gusted to  
30kts. We did see some spectacular spinnaker 
‘explosions’ and out of control round ups but 
fortunately no torn sails on Sweet Chariot.  
26 boats competed in our Spinnaker division, 
many of which were less than half our weight, so 
we rejoiced in the windy conditions. It was rather 
frenetic at the start line especially with spinnakers 
flying	in	25	to	30kts	of	breeze.	As	the	wind	
lightens, Sweet Chariot	struggles,	so	the	first	two	
days	of	races	saw	us	mid	fleet	but	then	the	wind	
kicked in for the rest of the week and we ‘swung 
low’	from	start	to	finish.	
Our brilliant techie, Sharron, was again ‘mistress’ 
of our Starting App and she and David got us 
flying	across	the	line	giving	us	brilliant	starts	every	
race. 
Most days, the sun shone brightly and the water 
sparkled intensely blue. Whales with their calves 
delighted us on occasion, and the wind obliged 
on	five	days.	Dolphins	joined	the	fray	occasionally	
and distracted us from the main game. A luscious 
long lunch at the Ishtar house on Lay Day 
smacked of many a long Sunday in the Carabella 
Room.
All in all it was a successful campaign by Crew 
Sweet Chariot	with	lots	of	fun	and	fine	food	
thrown in for good measure.  
We also congratulate the other boats sailing under 
the RSYS banner – Ishtar 5th place, Spectre  
10th place and Abracadabra 15th, all in Pink 
Fleet, and La Troisième Mitemps	rounding	off	
RSYS’ success with a good 3rd in Grey non-
spinnaker	division,	also	a	big	fleet	of	26	boats.		
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A Spectacular Success! Ladies  
Of The Sea Coaching Regatta

by Karyn Gojnich, Sara Ladd  
and Amanda Hicks

12

The October long weekend is traditionally a quiet 
time for the Squadron but this year our Club was 
transformed when more than 100 women came 
together to learn, compete and celebrate their 
love of sailing. This inaurgural event was the 
vision of the Squadron’s sailing captain Karyn 
Gojnich and was enthusiastically embraced by 
our female Members, underscoring our position 
as the premier club for women’s sailing in 
Australia.  
The format of the coaching regatta provided an 
excellent	forum	for	discussion.	We	held	briefings	
twice daily, before the morning and afternoon 
sailing sessions, with one design boats and 
mixed division yachts in separate groups. Our 
teams of coaches discussed preparations for the 
day, what to expect with the forecast and how 
best to approach the goal of the day, be it start 
practice, race strategy or teamwork. The group 
then	had	the	chance	to	ask	questions,	offer	
suggestions, discuss the earlier sailing sessions, 
clarify rules or ask for tips on boat handling in  
the current conditions.  
Sailing outings rarely lend themselves to practising 
skills; when racing, it’s inopportune to try some- 
thing new, and on non-race days generally there 
aren’t other boats around against whom to 
compare your performance. The coaching regatta 

provided the ideal environment to rehearse skills 
such as starts, boat handling, roll tacks, gybes, 
tactics and more.
The conditions on the water over the two  
days	differed	greatly,	and	participants	sailed	in	
both light breeze and heavy wind. The teams 
demonstrated	their	ability	to	adapt	to	the	different	
conditions – evidence of their experience and 
confidence.	The	competition	was	close	on	both	
days! 
Malcolm Shaw generously donated the use  
of Zig Zag 2 to Youth Sailing graduate Madi 
Kornman who pulled together an all girl team. 
Their	pre-regatta	training	paid	off	–	the	girls	won	
the female spinnaker mixed division. Other crews  
met	each	other	for	the	first	time	at	the	Friday	
night	briefing	and	then	spent	the	next	two	days	
together on the water. There was a range of 
experience	across	the	fleets	yet	what	was	most	
evident was the common desire to improve.
The	one	design	fleet	was	bolstered	with	the	
CYCA’s generous loan of four Elliott 7s to join the 
Squadron’s Elliotts and International Ynglings.
The line-up of coaches included Nickie Jones, 
Australian Sailing’s Chief Keelboat Instructor, 
Vanessa Dudley from Ocean Respect and Sydney 
to Hobart veteran Lindy Hardcastle, who worked 
with the larger keelboats. Karyn led the coaching 

LOTS of courage, 
competition and 
camaraderie.



for the one design division with help from Linda 
Bell (Balmain SC), Courtney Smith (Newcastle 
YC) and Squadron Members Michael Nash and 
Eddie Moult.
The	Race	Officer	for	the	weekend	was	Trish	
Stanley and she was assisted by Pat Grace, 
Robin Bishop, Nina Flakelar and Anna Connery. 
Eric Duggin helped as coxswain on Mischief and 
Trent Goldsack laid marks.
On Sunday night we celebrated the camaraderie 
engendered over the two days of sailing with  
a superb dinner. The Carabella Room was  
at capacity and we were treated to a panel 
discussion with three inspirational female sailors: 
Lisa Darmanin, Katie Pellew-Spithill and Lucinda 
Whitty, who candidly shared their sailing stories. 
There was a plethora of generous prizes from  
our event partners including Paspaley, Mariner 
Boating, Everyday Cashmere, Above and Beyond 
Boating and Marine Safety Works. 
Following the event we issued a survey. 
Comments received included: ‘The entire event 
was incredible. I loved every minute of it and our 
skills and crew work improved greatly.’ ‘Fantastic 
opportunity to meet people and great exposure  
to first rate coaches.’ ‘Loved the competition, the 
camaraderie, the support from other competitors 
and the coaches.’ ‘A brilliant weekend in every 

way. As a total beginner, I learnt a great deal  
and am so grateful to have had the opportunity  
to be guided by such experienced coaches.’  
‘The atmosphere at RSYS was very welcoming.’
We have also had constructive feedback to 
incorporate into next year’s event: ‘For the  
Friday briefing, it might be good to include some 
theory as a preparation for day one. Some of  
the material covered on morning one could have 
been covered the evening before (with drinks!)’ 
‘Race tactics could also be a topic – for those 
who have raced before and want something  
more advanced.’ ‘T-shirts for the event?’
The regatta was a wonderful opportunity  
to showcase our Club to the wider sailing 
sisterhood: we hosted sailors from the Cruising 
Yacht Club of Australia, Manly YC, Middle 
Harbour YC, Sydney Flying Squadron, the 
Australian Defence Force Sailing Association, 
Royal Hong Kong YC, Newcastle YC, North-
bridge SC, Concord-Ryde SC, Lane Cove  
12ft SSC, Woollahra SC, Georges River SC  
and Double Bay SC.
The enthusiasm of the competitors as articulated 
in the survey feedback is sure to make this a 
marquee event in the Squadron calendar. 

Top left: Lisa 
Darmanin, Katie 
Pellew-Spithill, 
Lucinda Whitty and 
Karyn Gojnich.
Top: Zig Zag 2 
winners of the Female 
spinnaker mixed 
division.
Above: One Design 
fleet on the start line.
Photos by Marg 
Fraser-Martin.
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Liquidity, with Clive Jones and Brad Johnson 
crewing,	and	qualified	4th	in	the	Silver	fleet.	 
Peter Crane sailing a chartered boat, GBR585 
Full Speed,	with	Charlotte	Standfield	and	Bob	
McCluskey	crewing,	qualified	32nd	in	the	Silver	
fleet.	The	only	other	Australian	in	the	event	was	
Peter	Gilmore	representing	Japan	who	qualified	
high	up	in	the	Gold	fleet.
The	Finals	for	both	Gold	and	Silver	fleets	(on	
different	race	courses)	were	held	over	the	last	 
two	days	of	the	regatta.	In	the	final	tally	my	crew	
took out 3rd place and Peter Crane and crew 
were	41st	in	the	Silver	fleet.
A highlight of the regatta was the 90th Anniversary 
Race where the full complement of boats lined up 
for	a	combined	start	with	a	3.2nm	first	work	to	the	
top mark. Liquidity placed 88th and Full Speed 
placed	128th	in	the	fleet.	It	was	an	incredible	
sight to see so many Dragons on the water at 
one time and not without some anxiety in trying 
to achieve a credible start and then clear lanes.
To	provide	a	feel	for	the	quality	of	the	fleet	it	is	
interesting to note that in the ‘Champion of 
Champions’ special race, entry was restricted to 
winners and medalists of Olympic Games, World 
Championships, European Championships and 
Dragon	Gold	Cup	–	46	boats	qualified	for	this	
event.
The ‘Masters’ special event was restricted to 
crews with a combined crew age of more than 

14 Dragon 90th  
Anniversary Regatta 

by Richard Franklin

In early October fellow Squadron Member Peter 
Crane and I and our respective crews participated 
in a regatta in San Remo, Italy, to mark the 90th 
anniversary of the illustrious and extraordinary 
Dragon one design class.
From the Dragon’s inception as an entry by  
Johan Anker in the Royal Gothenburg Yacht 
Club’s 1928 competition for a new inter-islands 
cruiser for young people, to her current status  
as the world’s leading three-man keelboat class, 
the story of the Dragon has been remarkable.
The Dragon class is very strongly supported in 
Europe	with	fleets	of	more	than	50	boats	sailing	
most weeks of the year throughout Europe in 
some of the most scenic sailing locations in the 
world.
160 boats from 25 countries registered to attend 
the Dragon 90th Anniversary Regatta. The actual 
Anniversary Regatta took place over four days 
with an extra race day reserved for ‘other’ events 
– the Anniversary Race with all 160 Dragons  
on the start line together, and then a number of 
’specialty’ races, one of which could be entered 
by	each	boat	depending	on	qualification	criteria.	
The	first	two	qualification	days	of	the	Anniversary	
Regatta saw the entries divided into two 80 boat 
fleets	(with	care	taken	to	separate	the	top	30	
‘Ranking	List’	boats	between	the	fleets)	contesting	
for	positions	in	the	finals	in	either	the	Gold	or	
Silver	fleet.	I	sailed	my	own	boat,	AUS216	



180 years. Both Peter and I with our respective 
crews	qualified	for	this	race	–	my	crew	and	I	in	
Liquidity placed 4th and Peter and crew in Full 
Speed	placed	9th	in	a	fleet	of	15	boats.
The Dragon 90th Anniversary Regatta was a 
wonderful	event	that	was	flawlessly	hosted	by	 
the San Remo Yacht Club and the International 
Dragon Association. More information and 
excellent photographs and videos are available 
on the regatta website www.dragon90.com.
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Richard Franklin and 
Clive Jones, AUS216 
Liquidity.
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Rendezvous Cruise in Port Hacking  
by Kari Svensen
How	good	was	that?!	I’m	still	pinching	myself	
following this most amazing aquatic adventure 
aboard	the	magnificent	Nautilee, a 14m Island 
Packet, skippered by her owner, the extremely 
sea-savvy Lee Laurie. We met during the 50th 
RSYS Annual Cruise in Pittwater in April, and  
I was fortunate enough to be invited along for  
the October long weekend excursion.
Our thanks go to Jill and David Henry for 
organising this expedition, and particularly to 
David and Nev Wittey for taking the time and 
trouble to perform a ‘dry run’ beforehand,  
as there are many sand bars/shallow areas  
on the route up the South West Arm of Port  
Hacking.
Lee and I left Pittwater on Thursday afternoon 
and	anchored	off	Store	Beach	for	easy	access	 
to the Heads the next morning. Our trip to Jibbon 
was uneventful as, luckily for us, the strong winds 
forecast did not eventuate until after we had 
safely anchored, and then gusts reached 37kts!
Jill and David joined us on board for impromptu 
nibbles and wine for a couple of convivial hours  
in the late afternoon, which set the tone for the 
entire weekend.
Heavy rain pelted down from around 0300hrs  
on Saturday, so we were pleasantly surprised to 
see six more boats arriving from Sydney Harbour, 
after enduring wild conditions – Cap Norte, 
Windflyt, Akiiki, Allegro, Mercier and Ariki Tai.
At 1300hrs Sweet Chariot (aka ’Mother Duck’)  
led	us	seven	ducklings	in	single	file	up	the	sinuous	
passage to the end of the South West Arm of 
Port Hacking, passing some unbelievably huge 
and ostentatious homes along the way. Cap 
Norte, being a 32’ sturdy cruiser, took rear 
position	to	ensure	none	of	us	strayed	off	course.
All 18 participants congregated aboard Sweet 
Chariot for drinks and canapés on Saturday 
evening	to	kick	off	the	progressive	dinner.	Jill	 
did a superb job in decorating the table and 
providing a sumptuous spread! 
We then continued on to our host boat, Mercier 
for main course (Gaila and James produced  
a mouth-watering beef dish) and dessert. My 
contribution was a traditional Norwegian rice 
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Top: South West Arm 
Parade
Centre: Jibbon Beach
Right: Canapé Capers  
– Jill, James, Rowan.



cream with home-grown rhubarb and ginger 
sauce, as well as another with fresh berries.  
A scoop of chocolate mousse and ice cream 
completed the confection, which was rather 
filling!	Chris	and	Doug	on	Windflyt, our charming 
second host boat, feted their guests with chicken 
curry, salad and rhubarb and strawberry tarts 
piled with copious mixed berries. 
There was no shortage of food during this week- 
end, with fridges still brimming upon re-entry into 
Sydney Harbour.
On Sunday we again followed Sweet Chariot 
back	and	anchored	off	the	RMYC,	Port	Hacking,	
where we dined that night. Sadly, this was our 
final	get-together	before	regrouping	at	Jibbon	
Beach on Monday morning where we said our 
farewells and departed separately at leisure.  
Tori and Doug braved the chilly water, both 
swimming into Jibbon while Chris, also made  
of	sterner	stuff,	braved	the	cool	weather	and	
kindly paddled over to Nautilee for a chat, 
wearing only her bathing costume – brrr!
To everyone’s delight, the sail back was in an 
obliging southerly. Nautilee	again	anchored	off	
Quarantine, returning to Pittwater on Tuesday, 
arriving at RMYC just in time before the ferocious 
southerly gale hit!
I’m sure we all have many tales (some quite 
hilarious!) to tell of our various experiences during 
the cruise, which I can only describe as ‘going 
direct to Heaven’ as I felt totally in my element.  
As	Lee	is	certain	to	confirm,	I’m	definitely	very	
much a learner, albeit a keen one! There must 
have been many instances when she had to  
take a deep breath, as I honestly admit to making 
mistakes and probably testing her patience more 
than once! Hopefully I scored ‘brownie points’  
for	not	being	affected	by	seasickness!
My hand shot up when JT intimated that there 
might be another expedition in the not too  
distant	future,	so	fingers	crossed	that	Lee	will	be	
gracious enough to give me a second chance!   
Again, sincere thanks to the Henrys for all the 
preparation they did for, and during, this most 
delightful long weekend. Also, thank you to  
all my new friends for being so warm and 
welcoming.
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Top: Ian, David, Tori, 
Jackie, JT
Centre: Two men in  
a boat
Left: Kari, Jackie, Lynne, 
Ian, David.



18 Cruising Division News 
continued

L to R: John Taylor, 
Sir James Hardy OBE, 
Gordon Ingate OAM 
and Richard Lawson. 

goes that after Jasner safely reached Hobart, 
10th	in	the	16	boat	fleet,	Gordon	sent	a	telegram	
to	Colonel	Saalfield,	saying	in	part:	‘Arrived	
safely...	may	I	marry	your	daughter?’	To	which	 
the	Colonel	replied:	‘Which	one?’	Gordon	had	
proposed to Sally on the tow into Constitution 
dock having sailed Jasner to Hobart without  
an engine. 
Then Gordon talked about his campaign in 
Caprice of Huon as a member of the Australian 
Team to compete for the second time and win  
the Admiral’s Cup in Cowes in 1967. Australia’s 
reputation as a sailing nation and Gordon’s  
profile	sky-rocketed	at	this	achievement	by	the	
yachties from the Antipodes. Caprice of Huon, 
with Gordon as skipper, competed in the 1972 
Sydney	to	Hobart	and	finished	a	close	second	 
to American Eagle. 
The	evening	finished	with	a	story	of	his	purchase	
of the famous Gretel II from Alan Bond, an 
entertaining event that will undoubtedly lead to 
episode two of Gordon’s exceptional life. What 
other yacht club anywhere in the world can  
boast that one of their members holds a National 
Yachting	Championship	title	at	93	years	of	age?

Gordon Ingate Mesmerises a Full House 
by John Hancox
Gordon Ingate (aka ‘Wingnut’) OAM and recipient 
of the Squadron’s Lifetime Achievement Award, 
was at his best on 22 August when he kept  
160 guests in the Carabella Room entertained 
recounting his life and experiences of 85 years 
sailing and racing yachts. 
Having arrived back from his annual trip to the 
USA for the New York Yacht Club cruise, Gordon  
was electrifying. He spoke without notes for 
almost 80 minutes, commencing his story from 
boyhood. From Sea Scouts at Mosman and  
Vee Jays, he progressed quickly to yacht racing, 
including Dragons and 5.5 Metre classics, which 
he campaigned internationally and nationally for 
many years. 
In 1950 Gordon was invited by Colonel AE 
Saalfield,	the	owner	of	Jasner, to race his 27’ 
double ended boat to Hobart. There were two 
provisos: sail the boat safely south and take his 
daughter Sally in the crew. Ostensibly Sally was 
the cook on board, but in reality, she was an 
excellent	crew	hand	and	one	of	the	first	women	
to compete in the Sydney Hobart. The story  



The Work of a Yacht Surveyor 
by James Merrington 
Don Buckley (aka ‘The Admiral’) addressed the 
Cruising Division on 25 September. He is a very 
keen sailor, having sailed with many elite sailors 
including Iain Murray, Andrew Buckland (18ft  
Skiff	Channel 7), Grant Simmer, Peter Gilmour 
and Dave Forbes inter alia, and has competed  
in many regattas and Sydney Hobart races. 
He worked as yacht rigger until 2007 when  
he became a yacht surveyor. His work covers  
two main areas: surveying yachts for sale and 
insurance purposes, and reporting for insurance 
companies when claims are made. When 
surveying	yachts	for	sale	he	finds	that	two	to	
three per year are substandard and recommends 
the prospective buyer not proceed. 
Don’s talk highlighted numerous issues and 
problem areas that all boat owners should be 
aware of. 
Insurance	companies	are	seeing	ageing	fleets	
and hence an increase in major failures. In many 
cases, if preventative maintenance is not evident, 
claims may be rejected. There are also more 
instances of lightning strikes, with six boats being 
affected	in	one	storm	alone.	Do	check	your	
insurance company’s cover for lightning strike. 
Areas of concern: 
1.		 Electrolysis	–	especially	if	a	yacht	is	fitted	with	 
 a leg type of drive. The water intake should  
 also be kept clean of marine growth, other- 
 wise engine overheating may occur. Seals  
 around sterndrives need to be replaced every  
	 five	to	seven	years.	
2.  Moisture ingress – moisture can enter the  
 boat by many means. Ensure all windows are  
 properly sealed; replace the seals and re-seat  
 hatches and windows with new sealant if  
 required. Chainplates are also prone to  
 leaking and need to be resealed if necessary.  
 The sealing of the keel to the hull may also  
 need attention. Moisture causes rot in timber  
 with consequent damage. Moisture may also  
	 corrode	metal	fittings	over	time	which	can	 
 result in weakness due to electrolysis. Many  
 failures caused by water ingress are not  
 covered by insurance and may not be  
 apparent if they occur behind the internal  
 trim in a boat. Vigilance is necessary. 

3.  Rigging – insurers now require standing  
 rigging to be replaced every 7-10 years  
 (depending on your insurer.) It is important to  
 replace the rigging screws at the same time  
 and also ensure that the chainplates are still  
 robust. 
4.		 Check	skin	fittings	and	hoses	periodically.	 
	 Skin	fittings	need	to	be	checked	to	ensure	 
 that they are not corroded; some reinforced  
 hoses have stainless steel wire which can  
	 react	with	the	bronze	fittings	if	in	contact	 
 with it. 
5.  Always view with concern areas where  
 weeping appears. Hoses may need to be  
 replaced if they get hard over time; always  
 ensure that there are double hose clamps on  
 all joints. Both hoses and clamps should be  
 procured from ship chandlers not hardware  
 stores (where the quality of the items is not  
 suitable for a harsh marine environment.) 
6.		 Read	the	fine	print	on	your	insurance	policy	 
 and ascertain from your insurance company  
 if they have special requirements when the  
 above items should be replaced. 
7.  Have a preventative maintenance plan and  
 replace items as necessary over time. 
Don Buckley’s presentation was highly informative 
and entertaining, and a reminder to all of us to 
develop a maintenance plan and document it.
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Don Buckley and 
John Taylor.
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Optimist TT2 Regatta 
by the Youth and Dinghy Sailing 
Committee
The second Travellers Trophy of the Optimist 
season, ‘TT2’, was held at the Squadron on  
25 August. 76 Optimist dinghy sailors registered 
to compete.

Congratulations to the Squadron and the Sailing 
Office	for	organising	and	hosting	a	terrific	and	 
well run regatta. It is wonderful that so many 
parents and supporters volunteered, including 
Laser sailors, friends and parents of former 
sailors. Many boats arrived across the Harbour 
from clubs such as Woollahra, Cranbrook and 
Hunters Hill, and it was all hands on deck to 
ensure that those who arrived by road were 
greeted by a phalanx of helpers on Peel Street.
The	breakfast	BBQ	fired	up	early	and	the	coffee	
aroma streamed out of the Careening Cove 
Anchorage as sailors and their supporters 
enjoyed the superb sunny conditions. Everything 
was	ready	to	go	after	the	10.30am	briefing,	
except for one key ingredient – the wind!   
By	about	12.10pm	the	wind	finally	came	in	and	
everyone	launched	without	a	hitch.	The	fleet	 
met a very strong southerly and completed the 
five	races	in	Athol	Bay	in	fine	style.	It	did	prove	 
a	bit	strong	for	the	17	Green	fleet	entries	who	
launched but then struggled with the conditions, 
and came home early – a bit wet and weary.
Five	Squadron	sailors	entered	Intermediate	fleet,	
and again TJ Ly showed great improvement 
finishing	overall	6th	with	a	top	finish	of	third.	
Raphael McLachlan and Thomas Flannery  
were	toe	to	toe	in	the	middle	of	the	fleet.	Seven	
Squadron	sailors	competed	in	the	Open	fleet,	 
and	Benedict	McKay	was	the	top	finisher	
achieving overall 12th in a great return to form. 
Austen Cross from the Alfreds won the day  
with	three	firsts	and	a	second,	and	Stella	Hurley	
from	Hunters	Hill	Sailing	Club	finished	in	overall	
second place.

Youth News

Below: Gretel Payne 
and Natasha
Right: Youth League 
Sailing Worlds 2019 
in Kiel.

Doug Cassidy and 
Oliver McLachlan 
competing for the 
bottom mark. 
Photos by Richard 
McLachlan and  
Sophie Hunt.

The RSYS turns Opti.



Optimist ACT Championship 
by Richard McLachlan
The Squadron was well represented at the ACT 
States with nine sailors and their families traveling 
to	Canberra	from	26-27	October.	In	Open	fleet	
we had Connor Warner (in possibly his last Opti 
regatta), Benedict and Spencer McKay. Stirling 
McKay, Raphael McLachlan and Cate Atkinson 
competed	in	the	Intermediate	fleet	and	Edward	
Atkinson	in	Green	fleet.	Overall	there	were	good	
sized	fleets:	44	boats	in	Open,	28	in	Intermediate	
and 20 in Green. 
It was a challenging weekend with gusts over 
30kts forcing the race committee to abandon 
racing on Saturday. Sunday was a busy day  
with	five	races	being	run	for	the	series.	It	was	
demanding racing with the breeze direction 
randomly varying around 20 degrees, but also 
ranging from 12kts to well over 20kts at times. 
Courses were set short and mark roundings were 
always	crowded.	The	significant	changes	in	wind	
strengths kept our sailors alert to the conditions. 
A general observation would be that our young 
sailors did very well in the strong conditions but 
need to attack the start of each race with more 
confidence	and	gusto.
All of our sailors represented our Club admirably. 
Congratulations	to	Edward	in	the	Green	fleet	 
who	was	competing	in	his	first	regatta	and	was	
exposed to some strong conditions on the water.  
Cate led the boys, Raphael and Stirling, in 
Intermediates;	though	having	finished	23,	24,	 
and 25, they probably need to be a little less 
social on the water! Nevertheless Cate is to  
be commended for stopping to help Raphael 
when he spent some time bailing. 

RSYS Opti kids 
Back: Connor Warner; 
middle: Spencer 
McKay, Ben Tattersall, 
Benedict McKay; front: 
Raphael McLachlan, 
Edward Atkinson,  
Cate Atkinson,  
Stirling McKay
Photo Richard 
McLachlan

Cate Atkinson at  
the Optimist ACT 
Championship
Photo by Karyn 
Gojnich.

In	Opens,	Connor	finished	the	final	race	rounding	
the top mark in third place, showing us all what 
can	be	done	when	you	get	off	the	start	line	well	in	
a	big	fleet.	Benedict	demonstrated	his	experience	
finishing	overall	18th,	with	Connor	and	Spencer	
finishing	25th	and	27th	respectively.	
Canberra is always a great bonding experience 
for the team, and the dinner on Saturday night at 
the Kingston Hotel was a highlight (assisted this 
year with a certain rugby game to watch...) We 
were thrilled that super coach Club Captain Karyn 
Gojnich joined us for dinner; her vast experience 
and calm guidance with the Youth sailors through- 
out the weekend and on the water was greatly 
appreciated by all. 
As ever, the Championship was very well run and 
the club facilities excellent. It is probably the best 
regatta	in	the	calendar	for	watching	the	fleets.	Our	
thanks to all the organisers who made it such a 
great weekend despite the Saturday cancellation. 
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ILCA Laser 4.7 Youth World 
Championship by Xavier McLachlan 
In August nine Youth Laser sailors set out from 
Australia to compete in the World Champion- 
ship on Lake Ontario, Kingston, Canada. The 
Australian team bonded well; we comprised:  
Mia Lovelady and Toby Coote from Royal 
Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, Bayley Taylor and 
Oliver Gordon from Royal Prince Alfred Yacht 
Club and Evie Saunders, Alexander Whitnall, 
Charlie Smith, Ian Louis and Xavier McLachlan 
from the Squadron. Our team was very well 
prepared and co-ordinated by the Australian 
Laser Association and we were coached by  
the incredible Ben Walkemeyer from Perth. 
The Worlds event left me feeling exhilarated, 
exhausted and grateful for the opportunity to  
sail amongst such high calibre sailors. I met  
some great people from Italy and Singapore,  
and scored a few Norwegian shirts in exchange 
for my Australian rashie – a great deal for me! 
Toby	and	Oliver	made	Gold	fleet	and	Evie	came	
second	in	the	U16s	for	the	Girls’	fleet	–	this	
makes her second in the world for her age group! 
I am not sure that she realised how proud of her 
we all were, it is a truly fantastic achievement.
Thanks to all the parents who made this possible; 
those who attended seem to be having a relaxing 
time	when	we	came	off	the	water.	We	shared	a	
few meals together, where the adults chatted at 
one end of the table and the sailors talked sailing 
and life. It was a great experience and we all grew 
as sailors from this opportunity. 
There was a practice regatta on Lake Ontario 
leading up to the main event and this helped  
us all get over the jet lag, adjust to the new 
surroundings, fresh water lake sailing and our 
charter boats. Having one coach for all the 
Australian sailors worked really well and Ben  
was a fantastic coach for all of us.
Conditions varied, and whilst there was no rain, 
we did have days of no wind and days of 20kts 
gusting 30kts.
The opening ceremony was a lot of fun and it  
was great being able to mingle with Youth sailors 
from all over the world. The closing ceremony 
was even more fun, and swapping tee shirts etc 
was especially exciting as mentioned above.
Charlie had an unfortunate and interesting 
incident where he managed to get the centre-

Youth News  
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of	racing	was	very,	very	high.	This	being	my	first	
world	championship	and	first	overseas	regatta,	 
I believe I learned a great deal, both as a person 
and as a sailor. 

‘Coasts’ Laser Championship
The Squadron was well represented this year at 
the Coasts, held at Gosford Sailing Club from 
12-13 October, with three 4.7 and seven Radial 
sailors competing. They were ably coached over 
the two days by RSYS coaches Mike Leigh, Finn 
Alexander and Oskar Hansen. 
In	the	4.7	fleet	of	nine,	Xavier	McLachlan	made	a	
tactical error in race 1 for a DNC but followed this 
with two bullets to be well placed. Kane Seblatnig 
led into day 2 with a highly consistent three 
second places. On Sunday they swapped a 4th 
and 2nd place, and being even on points, Xavier 
took the regatta win – a little luckily – on a count 
back. Garth Bickford scored a bullet in the last 
race	to	finish	4th	and	will	be	a	serious	threat	in	
the coming regattas. 
In	the	larger	Radial	fleet	of	35	sailors,	Otto	Henry	
led into Sunday with Dan Costandi a strong third. 
These positions held at the end of the regatta, 
and	Mark	Louis	finished	a	close	4th.	It	was	great	
to see Squadron super coach Marlena Berzins 
return to dinghy competition and Matt Whitnall 
competing for our Club in a full rig Laser.
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Page 22: Excited 
sailors and their 
supportive parents  
in Kingston, Canada.

L to R Marlena Berzins, 
Finn Alexander, Kane 
Sablatnig, Mark Louis, 
AJ Whitnall, Oskar 
Hansen, Ian Louis,  
Dan Costandi, Xavier 
McLachlan, Garth 
Bickford and Otto 
Henry.
Photos by Richard 
McLachlan.

board of another boat that was capsized in the 
gap between his boom and sail. Don’t know  
how he did it; Charlie can be quite creative!
Besides	the	fantastic	sailing,	it	was	terrific	to	visit	
Toronto on arrival and see the downtown area, 
including the famous telecommunications tower. 
On the way to the airport when we were leaving, 
we	were	lucky	to	fit	in	a	trip	to	Niagara	Falls,	
which are quite spectacular.
I’d like to thank RSYS Youth Sailing for all the 
fantastic	coaching	and	support	over	the	last	five	
years. I’m really looking forward to making the 
most of my sailing opportunities in the coming 
season.

AJ Whitnall adds:
The Championship in Kingston was one of  
the best and most memorable experiences  
I	have	ever	had.	The	atmosphere	on	and	off	 
the	racecourse,	although	very	different,	was	
enjoyable. This ranged from banter in the boat 
park to intense racing during the day. I feel the 
result I achieved was decent and expected due  
to the work I put in the lead up. I was not sure 
what to expect of the other contestants and how 
I would rank amongst them, and I knew that I 
wouldn’t know until I was on the start line of the 
first	race.	I	figured	out	pretty	quickly	that	it	was	 
a proper world championship and the standard  
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Clockwise: James 
Merrington and Sandy 
Lawson, Mercier, 
Rapunzel, Phoebe, 
Margaret Rintoul, 
Genovefa. 
Photos John Jeremy, 
Gaila Merrington and 
Amanda Hicks.

Opening Day



25Etchells News

by Paul Thackray 

2019 has been a fabulous year for the Sydney 
Etchells Fleet. 
Many of our Club’s Members have travelled to 
various regattas, both in Australia and overseas, 
with some great results. Most notably the AUS 
1461 Havoc team of Iain Murray, Colin Beashel 
and Richie Allanson who won the 2019 World 
Championship in Corpus Christi, Texas, in a 
closely fought battle with their Sydney based 
training partners AUS 1447 Magpie with Graeme 
Taylor, James Mayo and Tom Slingsby on board. 
The Australian contingent placed 1,2,4,5, 8 & 13 
and	all	but	two	of	those	finishers	were	from	the	
Sydney Fleet.
Havoc also won the National titles in Brisbane 
with Sydney Fleet members and 2018 World 
Champions AUS 1449 Lisa Rose team of Martin 
Hill, Matt Belcher, Julian Plante. Sean O’Rourke 
was also on the podium in third place. Magpie 
won the Victorian State Titles in March, so all 
round a pretty good year.
There are currently 22 boats entered for the 
RSYS Mini Regatta series, and the competition 
consists of some of the best sailors on the planet. 
You won’t get to compete against Rory McIroy  
or Brooks Koepka if you play golf on a Saturday, 
or	take	a	few	sets	off	Rafael	Nadal	or	Roger	
Federer at the local tennis club, but chances  
are, Tom Slingsby or Matt Belcher might be on 
the start line when you show up for your next 
Etchells regatta!
While it is great to sail against the best, the 
majority of the Sydney Fleet are the Corinthian 
sailors who contest the Squadron Mini Regatta 
and Club Championship series and contribute  
to the great camaraderie that goes with just 
mucking about in boats on Saturday, at the  
end of the working week. For the 2019/2020 
season there will be Open and Corinthian  
trophies awarded for both the Mini Regatta  
and Club Championship series. Above: Mark Gallagher 

Commodore RQYS 
with Jeanne-Claude 
Strong. 
Left: Lisa Rose (l to r) 
Mat Belcher, Julian 
Plante, Martin Hill and 
Commodore RQYS.
Photos John Curnow.

AUS1461 Havoc, 
sailed by Iain Murray, 
Richie Allanson and 
Colin Beashel at the 
WC in Texas. Photo by 
Greg Turman.

Below: Havoc, 2019 
Etchells Nationals 
Presentation.
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Sir James Hardy OBE 
Barranjoey Pin number 36
Awarded for Olympic Team selection, 5.5m Class, 
Tokyo 1964, Mexico 1968.
In 1943 when young Jim Hardy’s Cadet dingy 
started to sink while he was rowing his club 
Commodore	out	to	the	flagship	for	Opening	 
Day	at	the	Brighton	and	Seacliff	Yacht	Club	in	
Adelaide, some observers might have thought  
his sailing future was limited.
Not so. Even getting to that point was an 
achievement, and soon after, an unexpected 
parcel in the mail would be the catalyst for a 
celebrated sailing career.
‘I got the sailing bug aged 10 and Mum said, 
“Jim, perhaps you could get the old Cadet  
dingy in the back corner of the yacht club,”  
and I thought I’d won the lottery.’ 
The dinghy’s clinker planks were dry and needed 
patching. The club Commodore gave Jim  
some linseed putty, telling him if he could get  
the job done in time, he could row him out to  
the	flagship	to	take	the	Opening	Day	salute.	
‘I got there at dawn, did the patching and got 
someone to help me carry it down to the beach 
and	off	we	went.	What	I	hadn’t	realised	was	the	
centre case for the steel plate wasn’t watertight 
and the water was roaring in. The Commodore 
said, “Well come on, let’s give it a go,” so I  
kept rowing. I think we sank on arrival but the 
Commodore did get on the salute vessel.’ 
Jim eventually patched up the dinghy enough  
to start racing but the pre-war cotton sails were 
showing their age and he had to re-sew them 
almost every week. 
As it happened, the manager of Hardys Wines  
in Sydney, Ralph Kelly, who was a good mate of 
Jim’s late father, visited annually. Jim was in the 
garage working on the boat and told Mr Kelly his 
sailing	was	going	well	but	he	couldn’t	afford	new	
sails. A few months later a parcel arrived from 
Sydney. ‘I opened this up and believe me, I can 
still now smell the Stockholm tar in the bolt ropes 
of the cotton mainsail and jib. There was a note: 
“Jim, good luck with your sailing, Ralph Kelly.” 
Well	I	took	off!	I	had	been	running	last	in	a	fleet	 
of a dozen boats but now I was competitive,  
I’ve never looked back.’
Jim was sent to Sydney to run the Hardy  
wine business in May 1962. He stayed at the 
Squadron for a month while house hunting.  
’I thought I’d landed in heaven. 

Well I landed here amidst all the formalities to 
farewell Gretel	for	the	first	Australian	title	at	the	
America’s Cup. There were huge numbers of 
parties.’
With a view to Olympic selection, Jim started  
in Flying Dutchman and won the National titles  
in Adelaide in 1964 which were immediately 
followed by the Olympic trials. He didn’t win the 
trials but was made reserve for the 1964 Tokyo 
Games in which Bill Northam and his crew won 
Australia’s	first	sailing	Olympic	Gold	Medal	in	the	
5.5 metre Barranjoey.
Four years later in Mexico, Jim was again team 
reserve and assistant manager. The mainsheet 
hand on Barranjoey couldn’t get to the preparations 
and was ’excused’. Jim took his role as mainsheet 
hand with Bill Solomons as skipper and Scott 
Kauffman	as	forward	hand.	One	morning	at	
breakfast the English skipper Robin Aisher came 
in – half grinning – and said the Mexicans had just 
punched a hole in Barranjoey big enough to crawl 
through. A naval barge had been started in gear 
and it had skittled almost the entire moored 5.5 
fleet	but	only	causing	real	damage	to	Barranjoey. 
They got the boat out of the water and patched, 
but it just wasn’t the same in the unsuitable light 
airs	and	they	finished	6th	overall.
Sir James received his Barranjoey Pin for his dual 
Olympic selection, but in the public eye, he may 
be better known for his contribution to Australia’s 
America’s Cup campaigns. 
Not long after returning from Mexico, Jim 
received a note from Sir Frank Packer asking  
him to try out as skipper for the 1970 America’s 
Cup campaign on Gretel II. He spent almost  
every	weekend	for	the	next	two	years	trialling	off	
Sydney Heads against Martin Visser, a two-time 
Olympian from the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht 
Club. Jim was named skipper and the team went 
to Newport well prepared. They outmanoeuvred 
and protested Intrepid	at	the	start	of	the	first	race.
‘During	the	race,	Paul	Salmon	got	off	the	boat	at	
the wing mark without permission and it took me 
six minutes to go back and get him. We ended 
up losing by that margin!’
They also lost in the protest room after winning 
race number two.
Gretel won one race in the series and on the  
final	day	she	got	away	well	and	was	on	port	tack	
crossing Intrepid. When the tactician asked what 
he was going to do, Jim replied that he was  
going to tack on his wind. ’Martin (Visser) said 
that would push him to the right and if the breeze 
went right we wouldn’t be able to get back to 
him. I told him it was a risk I’d have to take. 
Martin	was	dead	right.’	Coming	into	the	first	
mark, they pulled under Intrepid’s stern and 
chased them for the rest of the race.
After	the	first	America’s	Cup,	Jim	started	doing	
more ocean racing and crewed on Alan Bond’s 
Apollo II. Apollo was an aluminium boat designed 

Barranjoey Pin  
Recipient

by Gordon Lavery



by Bob Miller (Ben Lexcen). Miller also designed 
an identical timber boat Gingko and both boats 
went to the Admiral’s Cup in 1973 with Syd 
Fischer’s Ragamuffin.
Apollo II was a trial run in aluminium construction 
for Bob Miller’s 12 metre Southern Cross which 
was the 1974 challenger. When the boat started 
testing in WA, Bond asked Jim to skipper  
Gretel II as a trial horse against John Cuneo on 
Southern Cross. Gretel II was quite successful 
against Southern Cross both in WA and when 
they got to Newport.
At	that	stage	Bond	had	not	made	a	final	decision	
on the skipper of Southern Cross. He called up 
both	Cuneo	and	Hardy,	with	Cuneo	going	in	first	
and emerging saying Jim was to be skipper for 
the challenge.
Jim then went in to see Bond. ‘He says, “Listen, 
I’m making you skipper of the boat but I want 
you to remember one thing. I once read where 
Napoleon was losing a few battles, so he took his 
most popular general out and shot him in front  
of his own army. He wasn’t very popular with his 
army, but he started winning a few more battles.” 
I said, “OK Alan, I understand,” shook his hand 
and	headed	off.’
After defeating France, Southern Cross lost to 
the Americans in a 4–0 clean sweep. 
In recognition of his contribution to sailing and 
the	community,	Jim	was	appointed	an	Officer	of	
the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1975.
In 1977 Jim sailed his own boat the 42 foot 
Runaway as part of the Australian Admiral’s Cup 
team which came second to the Americans. He 
had done some advertising for the Runaway Bay 
Resort on the Gold Coast and as payment they’d 
bought his sails. There was a resort logo on his 
spinnaker.
After returning from Cowes, Jim entered the 
Sydney to Hobart but the race sponsors objected 
to his ’advertising’ and to another boat called 
That’s Life which was the electronics company 
Sanyo’s slogan at the time. Jim was forced to 
change Runaway’s name, so he called it Nyamba 
– it was the Aboriginal word for the Runaway  
Bay area.
At the 1979 Admiral’s Cup trials Runaway wasn’t 
selected in the team but Jim was called up to 
replace Harold Cudmore on Graeme Lambert and 
John Crisp’s yacht Impetuous which was part of 
the victorious Australian team. It was an infamous 
year	as	the	Fastnet	Race	fleet	was	hit	by	a	terrible	
storm which claimed the lives of 15 sailors.
The storm bonded the Impetuous crew as 
lifelong friends. ‘Not that they weren’t before, but 
an event like that really does weld you together. 
At the height of the storm I was shouting Lord 
Byron poetry to keep spirits up and the boys 
seemed to enjoy it.’
ROLL on, thou deep and dark blue Ocean, roll! 
Ten thousand fleets sweep over thee in vain;  

27Man marks the earth with ruin; his control  
Stops with the shore; upon the watery plain.
Soon after the Fastnet, Warren Jones was back 
on	the	phone	with	an	offer	to	skipper Australia I  
at the next America’s Cup challenge in 1980. 
Once in Newport, Ben Lexcen copied the ’bendy’ 
mast on the English challenger Lionheart. It was 
fibreglass	from	the	hounds	up	and	gave	the	boat	
eight to 10 percent more sail area. Australia I  
was giving Dennis O’Connor on Freedom a run 
for his money but in the last race the Australians 
rigged for predicted 25kt winds and used a rigid 
mast. The wind reached Newport but not the 
racecourse and the Americans retained the Cup.
In 1981 Jim was invested a Knight Bachelor by 
Queen Elizabeth II for services to yachting and was 
also named Australian Yachtsman of the Year.
Then came 1983, and Bond’s next tilt at the 
America’s Cup with the Ben Lexcen designed 
Australia II.
Sir James was team advisor and backup 
helmsman to John Bertrand. The pair went way 
back – Bertrand had been port hand trimmer in  
Sir James’ three previous Cup challenges. Sir 
James had become a friend and mentor.
The rest is history… the winged keel… the last 
race victory… the Australians dramatically raise 
Australia II to reveal the revolutionary winged keel.
After the America’s Cup victory, Sir James chose 
a quieter life, happily sailing Etchells out of the 
Squadron for the next few years. It was a more 
relaxed time. 
In 1994, Sir James was inducted into the 
America’s Cup Hall of Fame and in 2000 was 
awarded the Australian Sports Medal as Sydney 
prepared to host the Olympic Games.
Sir James was Chairman of Sydney’s Australia 
Day Regatta, serving from 2004 until 2011, and is 
a patron of numerous organisations and charities. 
Not the least is his patronage of the annual RSYS 
Hardy Cup event which sees teams of Youth 
sailors match racing each other, with Sir James 
happily on hand to share his experience and 
knowledge with a new generation of champions.
In	a	more	reflective	mood,	Sir	James	says:	‘I	think	
the beauty of yachting is the all-encompassing 
activity. That means that you really do hold a 
chisel or screwdriver, you really use your hands 
and in yacht racing I’ve always found the biggest 
competitor is myself. If I believe I’ve sailed a good 
race	and	I	get	rolled,	that’s	fine,	but	I	do	review	
my races personally and think, I went the wrong 
way there, or whatever. I think that, and getting 
on with the crew, is so important in business and 
in sailing. You can be in a boat and have your 
biggest competitor in your crew and you go 
nowhere. Everybody has got to believe in the  
next person, and I think that for sailing, for life,  
for business, is so important – you get a chance 
to see the other person’s point of view, I reckon.’

Sir James Hardy at the 
helm of Gretel II, 1970.
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Winners of the Helen 
Huggins Memorial 
Trophy, Ally Symonds, 
Martha Lucas, 
Margaret McLellan 
and Patricia Howes. 
Photo: Judy Hallett.

Robyn and Warren 
King on the right were 
the top scorers overall 
and Merryn and Rod 
Pearse on the left 
came third overall.
Photo Patricia Howes.

Bridge Committee Report 
by Elsbeth Hodgkinson
As 2019 draws to a close, the bridge players at 
RSYS can look back on a very busy and most 
enjoyable year.
We have welcomed a number of new Members 
who have swelled our ranks and on most 
Thursdays we have 80 players, and 40 players  
on Mondays. In addition to these days, many 
Members enjoy dinner and bridge on one evening 
each month, and teams days and interclub 
competitions are held throughout the year.
The highlights of the interclub competition were  
a much-lauded win in the annual evening match 

against	the	Australian	Club,	and	the	final	teams	
event of the year when 21 teams played for the 
Helen Huggins Memorial Trophy. Winners on the 
day were dear friends of the late Helen Huggins: 
congratulations go to Margaret McLellan, Patricia 
Howes, Ally Symonds and Martha Lucas.
We now look forward to the Melbourne Cup 
bridge party and our Christmas bridge day.
I should like to thank John Roberts and his team 
from Bridge Away for all their assistance, our  
Club	staff	for	looking	after	us	each	week,	as	well	
as my Bridge Committee who set up and deal 
boards, organise teams and make sure that every 
event runs smoothly.

A Thrilling Victory by Patricia Howes
On 18 September a team of 24 Squadron  
bridge players competed against a team from  
the Australian Club at the Australian Club. After 
welcoming drinks and a delicious dinner, we sat 
down to play bridge and, two and a half hours 
later, emerged victorious! The Squadron team 
scored 51.4% while the Australian Club scored 
48.6%. The winners, with the top score of 62.5%, 
were Warren and Robyn King from the Squadron, 
followed by a pair from the Australian Club and 
Rod and Merryn Pearse from the Squadron third 
on 59.6%.
The Australian Club always presents a formidable 
challenge, and therefore we were thrilled with  
our win. With so many new bridge players at  
the	Squadron,	we	look	forward	to	fielding	a	
strong team and repeating the victory when the 
Australian Club come to the Squadron to play  
in our annual competition next September.
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METROPOLITAN 
Houston, Diana T Lynam J J Manton
Freeman, Robin P J Shepherd L P Ross
Keating, Carolyn B A H Pike P L Sharp
Canty, Christopher K Barlow-Stewart R J Alexander-Case
Smith, Matthew J G Vandervord E A Vandervord
Barbouttis, John Commodore D Ward Commodore M P Levy OAM
Hargreaves, Margaret M M Knapp A J Symonds
Hassall, Megan J G Vandervord E A Vandervord
Carrick, Jill R Laforest B B O’Connor
Verco, John F M Bethwaite AM R G Lowndes
Abbott, Lindsay K F Dixon S J Scharrer
Hone, Elizabeth A Ellis W G S Boyd OAM
Still, Christopher T M Hancock A G Gooch

ABSENTEE
Croker, Roger R H Fullerton I P S Graham

INTERMEDIATE
Cruickshank, Jed Captain K Gojnich Z Quinlan
Early, Kyra N G Wittey Captain K Gojnich
Manning, James Z V Hyde S L M Morgan

AFFILIATE
Smith, Meagan J G Vandervord E A Vandervord
Poole, Michael J G Vandervord E A Vandervord
Wareing, Elizabeth B Bursill P M Howes
Verco, Christine F M Bethwaite AM R G Lowndes
Kindl, Margaret L E Tutt OAM G Morcom
Hawker, Jill R B Taylor C Vowell
Lavery, Gay J W Merrington G Davidson
Southwell-Keely, Elaine A G K Simons C D Meldrum

YOUTH
Smith, Stella J G Vandervord E A Vandervord
Smith, Caesar J G Vandervord E A Vandervord
Connery, Annabelle Z Quinlan C Alexander
Keleher, Annabel Z Quinlan C Alexander
Wong, Josie Z Quinlan C Alexander
Sablatnig, Kane Z Quinlan C Alexander
Lachlan, Jones R McLachlan S Hunt
Crabb, Hamish S Hunt R McLachlan
Scott,	Ashton	 Z	Quinlan	 C	Griffin
Tattersall, Abigail M Whitnall R Bishop
Nielson, Darcy C McKay Captain K Gojnich

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

New Member Proposer Seconder
The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased Members 
listed below: 
Ambrose, Bruce 
Alexander;  
Rock, Charles William; 
Mitchell, Rodney Henry; 
McCann, Bronwyn Mary; 
Mason, Patricia Mary; 
Vains, Lillian Doris; 
Heemeyer, Jobst 
Heinrich;  
Macready, Hugh;  
Willis, Francis David
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From top: Melbourne Cup. The Disco Ball. Doug, Jim and James Cooney recount 
their Transpac Race. Thank you to all our keen Squadron photographers.



 

RSYS Activities 2019-2020 
December to March
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December
Saturday 14 Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
Sunday 15 Children’s Christmas Party, all areas
Tuesday 17 Tuesday Twilights, CCA
Wednesday 18 Wine Appreciation & Dinner, CCA
Friday 20 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Sunday 22 Sunday Twilights, CCA
Thursday 26 Boxing Day Ferries
 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Tuesday 31 New Year’s Eve Dinner, CCA
January
Friday 10 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Wednesday 15 Wine Appreciation & Dinner, CCA
Friday 17 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Sunday 19 Family Buffet Breakfast, Carabella Room
Tuesday 21 Tuesday Twilights, CCA
Friday 24 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Sunday 26 Australia Day Buffet, Carabella Room
Tuesday 28 Book Club, Carabella Room
 Tuesday Twilights, CCA
Wednesday 29 Cruising Division Speaker Dinner with Matt Allen,  
 Carabella Room
Friday 31 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room
February
2-6 Hardy Cup, CCA
Tuesday 4 Tuesday Twilights, CCA
Wednesday 5 Intermediates Speaker Event with Nerida Conisbee, 
 Carabella Room
Friday 7 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Sunday 9 Long Lunch – ‘Spain’, Carabella Room
Tuesday 11 Tuesday Twilights, CCA
Friday 14 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Sunday 16 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Tuesday 18 Tuesday Twilights, CCA
Wednesday 19 Wine Appreciation & Dinner, CCA
Friday 21 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Saturday 22 ‘Crabshack’ dinner, Carabella Room
Tuesday 25 Tuesday Twilights, CCA
 Book Club, Carabella Room
Wednesday 26 Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner, Carabella Room
28-29 Sail GP, NBV/Hardstand/Shell Cove Room
March
Tuesday 3 Tuesday Twilights, CCA
Friday 6 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Sunday 8 International Women’s Day Guest Speaker Breakfast,  
 Carabella Room
Tuesday 10 History Lunch, Beecroft’s Caricatures’, Carabella Room
 Tuesday Twilights, CCA
Friday 13 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Sunday 15 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Wednesday 18 Wine Appreciation & Dinner, CCA
Friday 20 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room 
Tuesday 24 Stepping Stone House Bridge Day, Carabella Room/NBV
 Book Club, Shell Cove Room
Wednesday 25 Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner, Carabella Room
Thursday 26 Stepping Stone House Regatta Day, CCA
Friday 27 Friday Twilights/Rooftop Bar, CCA/Shell Cove Room

Rovers Pride donated to the Squadron 
by John Hancox
On 20 September Commodore David Ward 
welcomed Gordon Ingate, Caroline Bowden from 
the Royal Yacht Squadron, and Gordon’s Friday 
lunch group to thank him for his kind donation of 
the Jack Earl painting of the cutter Rovers Pride 
which has been hanging in the Squadron Library 
on loan for some years. Thanks to Gordon’s 
generous donation it is now owned by the 
Squadron through the Squadron Foundation.
The painting was originally commissioned by Mick 
Morris, a long term Member of the Squadron. 
Jack Earl’s log tells us that Mick called in at Jack’s 
studio on 7 December 1987, the 49th anniversary 
of the completion of their circumnavigation on 
Jack’s yacht Kathleen Gillet, with a celebratory 
bottle of Bundy and several cans of coke and 
departed later that evening after leaving a cheque 
for $1,000 as a deposit for the painting. Many 
years later Mick sold the painting to Gordon Ingate.
Rovers Pride was registered ship number 31 built 
at	Cabbage	Tree	Bay	in	1838	by	John	Korff	and	
jointly owned with Edye Manning. She was 48.5 
feet long, 15.6 feet in breadth, carvel built, cutter 
rigged, square stern and 49 registered tons. 
Timber for her construction was salvaged from 
the wreck of the steamer Ceres which foundered 
just north of Norah Head, near Newcastle, on a 
rock known then as Bulle Nogglen in 1836.  
The	fine	ship	Rovers Pride was well known in 
shipping circles. She sailed to New Zealand, 
South America, Tahiti, Western Australia, New 
Hebrides, Launceston and Melbourne, and was 
the	first	ship	to	trade	with	Lord	Howe	Island.	 
She	was	lost	after	a	short	life	off	the	coast	of	
Erromango Island, Vanuatu on 12 July 1852 
whilst carrying sandalwood.
Her fond memory in oil on canvas hangs proudly 
in the Squadron Library for all to enjoy.



Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2019-2020
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Item Price

RSYS branded Zhik sailing gear 

Mens/Ladies Cotton Polo  $90

Long Sleeve Mens/Ladies Dry Polo  $93.50

Hoodie (Women’s only) $126.50

Fleece Vest  $180

Mens/Ladies Kiama Jacket  $295

Mens/Ladies Technical Short  $185

PFD $147

Sailing Gloves $17-$80

Z-Cru Jacket  $195

Other items

V-Neck Jumper  $135

Submariner Jumper $176

Rugby Jersey  $88

Baseball Cap $32

New Wide Brim Hat $90

Sunglass Strap $16.50

Striped Belt $59.00

Cufflinks $27.50

Club Silk Tie (Members only) $75.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Headskinz $15.00

Burgees in various sizes  $33-92

Squadron Buttons  $7.20-8.50

Members receive a 10% discount on Zhik gear
Prices include GST

All items are available from the RSYS Retail 
Store in the Sailing Office reception area. 

December
Thursday  12 Duplicate Bridge – Final for 2019
Monday 16  Mixed Bridge – Duplicate, Final 2019
January
Monday 20 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Monday  27 NO BRIDGE –  
  Australia Day Public Holiday
Thursday  30 Duplicate Bridge
February
Monday 3 Mixed Bridge – Rubber
Thursday 6 Rubber Bridge
Monday 10 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday  13 Duplicate Bridge
Monday 17 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday  20 Rubber Bridge
Monday  24 NO BRIDGE – Sail GP
Thursday  27 NO BRIDGE – Sail GP
March
Monday 2 Mixed Bridge – Rubber
Thursday  5 Rubber Bridge
Monday  9 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday  12 Duplicate Bridge
Monday 16 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday 19 Rubber Bridge
Monday  23 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Tuesday 24 Stepping Stone House Bridge Day
Thursday  26 Duplicate
Monday 30 Mixed Bridge – Rubber
Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 11  December – Christmas Dinner
Wednesday 12 February
Wednesday  11 March
Wednesday 8 April
$65 per person 
Notes on Card Dates:
1. First & Third Thursday – Rubber Bridge. Price $35 
includes sandwich luncheon. On the First Thursday  
in July 2019 a Hot Dish will be served in place of the 
sandwich luncheon. Price $45.00.
The Annual Meeting will be held on 2nd July 2020.
2. Second & Fourth Thursdays – Duplicate Bridge. 
Price $35 includes sandwich luncheon.
3. Fifth Thursdays – Teams Bridge. Price $35.00 
includes sandwich luncheon. 
4. Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday after- 
noons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings should be  
made by Friday of the preceding week and where 
possible in pairs to facilitate play. All welcome. First  
& Fifth Mondays – Price $10.00. Second, Third &  
Fourth Mondays – Price $20.00, includes supervision.
5. Members wishing to make permanent bookings  
for 2020 are requested to complete the special form  
for this purpose, available from the reception desk.



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11.30am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.
Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 
Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171 or via the website 
www.rsys.com.au.
The Dining Room
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.
Squadron Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month for Lunch from 12.30pm. 
Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.
Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  
The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 9am until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.
Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 
Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  
Neutral Bay Verandah
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of an adult Member are 
welcome during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.
This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.
Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.
All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 
Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars.  
SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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Ladies Of The Sea Coaching Regatta. Photo by Marg Fraser-Martin.


