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My early days of RSYS sailing started in the late 
70s and early 80s with neighbour John Rosenthall 
(Rosie). This was well before meeting my lovely 
wife Melissa. My earlier sailing was on Manly 
Juniors and Hobie 16s. I still remember vividly  
the first turtle and capsize and the difficulty of 
righting the boat as a very light weight young 
man... I wouldn’t have difficulty now!
I’m a keen beginner Bridge player and have just 
completed a beginner’s course at the Squadron, 
trying to keep up with Melissa who plays regularly. 
We love dining at our Club and sharing these 
facilities and experiences with our friends and 
family.
I also love snow skiing and started aged six at 
Charlotte’s Pass. I have found it interesting that 
many RSYS Members are also skiers and 
members of similar ski clubs. 
Our four children completed the Youth sailing 
programme from age 12 and they still sail today.  
I have built many long-standing friendships from 
volunteering on Sundays as RIB driver, launch 
and retrieve, committee boat duties, and even 
progressed to Officer of the Day. I remember 
when we were virtually all parent volunteers  
with Marj Colman and Ben Castle as sailing 
coaches. Parents brought portable thermoses  
so that volunteers could enjoy a cup of coffee in 
between duties, with camaraderie strengthened 
further during the annual Youth camps at Point 
Wolstoncroft. To this day, my family and I continue 
to have very close friendships with many other 
Club families from those Youth sailing years.
I’d encourage all Members to take advantage  
of our Club’s facilities during the quieter winter 
period. There are still many activities to attend 
and it’s hard to beat the view from the CCA on  
a crisp weekend morning as you’re enjoying 
brunch. We have the best location and view of 
any yacht club in the country: why not enjoy it?
See you around the Club! Come and say hi, I’m 
always happy to have a chat. 

I want to warmly welcome our Members to  
this edition of Logbook. We’ve had a very busy 
summer sailing season at the Royal Sydney  
Yacht Squadron. Many sailing Members and  
their crews are looking forward to a quieter  
winter season to recharge their batteries and 
boats and enjoy the more social side of our 
Club’s activities which continue year-round.
On behalf of the General Committee and 
Members, I would like to sincerely thank the  
staff of the Sailing Office and our race volunteers 
for their continued dedication to the success  
of our sailing events. Thanks also to the House 
staff for their excellent service during our busy 
sailing and other Club activities.
For those who don’t know me, I am very much 
the typical RSYS Member. I just love sailing.  
My wife Melissa and I race our boat Coco in  
both Twilight series and we really enjoy the 
camaraderie these competitions generate.  
In summer we sail on Wednesday afternoons  
at the Royal Prince Edward Yacht Club and one 
of our favourite activities is the annual RSYS 
Cruise to Pittwater, which this year celebrated  
its 50th anniversary.
When choosing our yacht, we deliberately kept  
to a maximum of 35 feet so that the whole family 
could feel comfortable taking her out without 
Melissa or me on board. A larger boat could 
cause drama. My father allowed me the same 
latitude with his boats too.

From the Helm

by Rear Commodore  
Russell Taylor



Sweet Chariot’s  
Trip to Hobart

by Jill Henry 

Flinders in 1798, initiating further exploration  
of Bass Strait. Indeed there are several island 
groups further west in Bass Strait, and during  
our circumnavigation of Australia we visited  
most of them. 
This spectacular Kent group with three main 
islands – Deal, Erith and Dover – lies SE of 
Wilson’s Promontory and NW of Flinders Island 
and rarely appears on conventional maps. We 
took 30 hours in an overnight passage from Eden 
to these islands including our stop in Bittangabee 
Creek. A watchful eye must be kept proceeding 
west to the Group as you cross and remain very 
close to Australia’s major shipping lane. 
The Kent Group, politically part of Tasmania, is 
virtually uninhabited. A world away from modern 
life, it is Tasmania’s most remote National Park. 
There are no mod-cons and mobiles only work 
when the wind blows in the right direction. The 
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We had every type of weather during our latest 
voyage down to Tasmania and, as the saying 
goes, ‘four seasons in a day’ – most days –  
whilst we were in Hobart. We ‘Charioteers’ and 
our guests, fellow Squadron Members Jo Dan 
and Peter Lawson, took a leisurely 17 days to 
reach Hobart, having made stops at various 
places along the way: Jervis Bay, Bermagui, 
Eden, Bittangabee Creek, Kent Island Group, 
Killiecrankie on Flinders Island, Bryan’s Corner  
on Freycinet Peninsula, Triabunna, Maria Island, 
North Bruny Island and finally Hobart Town, 
always one of our favourite destinations. 
We have made several trips to Tasmania in  
Sweet Chariot – David many more when counting 
doing ‘That Race’ on friends’ and our son’s boats 
– but Hobart never fails to delight. Unfortunately 
the word is out and real estate prices have 
soared... trust a Sydney-sider to comment on  
real estate! 
For those of you who haven’t experienced the 
joys of Bittangabee Creek, it is 11 miles south  
of Eden and provides a delightful, almost  
hidden, anchorage. Alan Lucas describes it as  
‘A fair-weather anchorage only, although it gives 
remarkable protection considering its aspect.’ 
Sweet Chariot II, our Swanson 32, spent a week 
here riding out a SW gale whilst David was 
delivering her to her new owners in Adelaide way 
back in 1980. So some 39 years later with Sweet 
Chariot having grown some 50%, she delighted  
in this tranquil spot once more. 

Below: Deal Island 
towards Dover Island
Right: Deal Island 
signpost – a girl from 
the ’Gong.

Right: Cape Pillar.

We love stopping at islands, and Bass Strait has 
many gems on offer. Most sailors seem to plan  
to cross Bass Strait in the minimum amount of 
time because of its well-known tantrums. But  
if time permits and the forecast is suitable, the 
Kent Group makes a satisfying and interesting 
stopover, offering safe, alternative anchorages, 
splendid scenery, untouched coves and great 
hiking. This group was discovered by Matthew 



Western Isles, Erith and Dover, are connected  
at low water via a natural causeway called the 
Swashway and the picturesque but tidal-current 
challenging Murray Pass divides Deal Island from 
these western isles. The Pass is 800m wide with 
depths reaching 60m. Although the group has 
always been a popular haven for old sailing 
vessels and modern yachts alike, at least 18 
vessels have been wrecked around the island,  
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the first, a 40 ton schooner Brothers in 1816.  
The captain was one William H. Hovell who came 
to fame by joining Hamilton Hume on that epic 
land journey in 1824 from Appin to Western Port 
and Port Philip.
The Deal Island Lighthouse, opened in 1848,  
is the highest in Australia, standing 305m above 
sea level. Its tower is not very high at 22m but  
its location above the island’s cliffs gives this 
elevation. What appeals most to any quirky sense 
of humour is the fact that for around 40 per cent 
of its life time, the light was actually in cloud... 
useful! The light was decommissioned in 1992 
and since then the island has had a resident 
population of two – volunteers who come to 
spend three month-long stints looking after its 
spectacular natural heritage. There is a waiting  
list of volunteers eager to spend those 90 days 
there… generally a couple but this time we met a 
Mum and Dad with their teenage daughter who 
was continuing her schooling by correspondence. 
The historic fenced compound located 3.5km 
from the lighthouse (a steep climb) contains the 
1840s Commandant’s Cottage, which is now a 
most interesting museum, along with two other 
houses. 
The Group is an important Australian fur seal 
breeding site and is the largest of only five  
sites in Tasmanian waters. There is a rich variety 
of bird species with more than 100 recorded, 
including flame robins and fire tail finches, which 
we saw. Friendly families of Cape Barren geese 
run around you unperturbed, but loudly let you 
know trespassers aren’t all that welcome. It is 
reminiscent of the Galapagos as a place where 
the wildlife have no enemies with few humans to 
disturb them and so show no fear. Give yourself  
a treat and next time visit the Kent Group on your 
way to or from Hobart.  

For the first time ever for Sweet Chariot,  
anchoring in Wineglass Bay was untenable.  
We flew down Tassie’s east coast one blustery 
night in 30 to 40kts of wind anticipating stopping 
in this bay. Although the wind was northerly, there 
was a large easterly swell, which, exacerbated  
by the strong wind, created perfect surfboarding 
waves in the bay. At 5am it seemed rather eerie 
to see not one boat in the normally crowded bay 
and a surf breaking on the beach in the pre-dawn 
light. So we left the bay with tails tucked firmly 
between our legs and sped off through Schouten 
Passage to Bryan’s Corner on the southwest side 
of Freycinet Peninsula. 
Lunching on scallop pies in Triabunna, with a 
glass or two of Jansz, was a most fitting way to 
spend Australia Day. Thick smoke from the bush-
fires down in the Huon Valley was even evident 
here but most obvious when we were in the 
D’Entrecasteaux Channel and the Derwent. 
Fortunately rain the day after we arrived van-
quished the fires and saved further destruction. 
Once in Hobart, the real attraction was again the 
Wooden Boat Festival and for those of you who 
have not been yet to this biennial event, we can’t 
recommend it highly enough. It gets better every 
time with superb craftsmanship and boats of all 
sizes on display, backed by informative talks, 
newly introduced films, maritime skill demonstra-
tions, and superb model exhibitions. The Parade 
of Sail on the Derwent is a sight to behold with a 
record 11 tall ships participating along with the 
boats in the show. This year the USA was the 
featured country. In true, generous Yankee style 
they brought over two 40ft containers full of 
materials and boats, including a 32ft pilot gig 
Spirit from Rockland Apprentice Shop in Maine. 
Of course no trip to Hobart is complete without  
a visit to controversial MONA. It pushes limits, 
makes you laugh and always impresses. And our 
Sweet Chariot was her usual, well-behaved self. 

Left: Australia Day 
lunch – Triabunna. 
(l to r) Jo, Peter, David 
and Jill
Above: Cadet dinghy 
built by Ross Muir
Below: Deal Island 
Lighthouse.
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Records of early sailing races in Australia are  
few, but in January 1827, a regatta was held in 
Hobart and another in Sydney in April of that  
year. These were mainly rowing events, but 
interest in sailing and rowing boats for pleasure 
and recreation grew in subsequent years, and  
in January 1837, a group of Sydney gentlemen 
decided to organise a sailing and rowing regatta 
to celebrate the anniversary of the foundation  
of the colony of New South Wales. The records  
of the event reveal that the first class match in  
the 1837 Anniversary Day Regatta was won by 
James Milson Jnr in the yacht Sophia. This was 
to be the start of a Sydney tradition, and the 
Anniversary Day Regatta, now known as the 
Australia Day Regatta, has been held every year 
since, making it the longest continuously-held 
Regatta in the world.
This year the 183rd Australia Day Regatta was 
held on Sydney Harbour in beautiful weather, 
maintaining that tradition started close to two 
centuries ago. 
The celebration of Australia Day in New South 
Wales centres on Sydney Harbour. Over the  
years new events have been added, including  
Tall Ships races, Ferrythons, competitions for 
best-dressed boats, harbour entertainment  
and displays by the Australian Defence Force 
which draw thousands to the water and the 
harbourside. Amidst all this activity the Regatta 
continues, not only on Sydney Harbour but at  
sea and on other waterways of New South  
Wales from Lake Macquarie in the north to  

Maintaining the Tradition:  
the Australia Day Regatta

by John Jeremy

Lake Illawarra in the south. Altogether some  
600 to 700 boats ranging from radio-controlled 
model boats to ocean racing yachts take part.
The Australia Day Regatta is organised by 
Australia Day Regatta Inc., with the support  
of yacht clubs in Sydney and other centres,  
and is co-ordinated by a Management  
Committee comprising members representing  
the participating sailing clubs. The Committee  
is currently chaired by RSYS Past Commodore 
Malcolm Levy OAM, and many of the committee 
members are also Members of the Squadron. 
The President of the Australia Day Regatta is  
Matt Allen, who succeeded Charles Curran in 
2014 after his three year term, having been 
preceded by Sir James Hardy. The President  
of the Regatta chairs the Regatta’s Advisory 
Council, which includes Commodores of 
supporting yacht clubs including the RSYS, the 
Sydney Amateur Sailing Club and the Cruising 
Yacht Club of Australia, the Chairman of the 
Australia Day Council, and the Commanders of 
the three arms of the Australian Defence Force.
The Navy, Army and Air Force are major 
contributors to the Australia Day celebrations  
in Sydney. Whilst the Navy has long been 
associated with the Regatta, the present 
participation has grown from initiatives of the 
Australia Day Regatta in the 1980s. In most 
years, the Regatta has had a Flagship, ranging 
from Sydney ferries, to ocean liners and even,  
in 1946, the British battleship HMS Anson. In 
1986, the Flagship of the Sesquicentenary 

Crew on Margaret 
Rintoul
Photos John Jeremy.



celebrations and the Regatta, underway on  
the Harbour.
The Regatta has had a long association with the 
Squadron. Not only does our Club provide 
meeting rooms for the Management Committee, 
but it also manages the Sydney Harbour event  
on behalf of the Regatta. Members of the 
Squadron are regular competitors in the event, 
which is intended as a fun day for all who take 
part. This year, 56 boats started in the Harbour 
races conducted by the Squadron, ranging in  
size from Charles Curran’s Sydney to five historic 
18-footers, sailing in perfect conditions and 
sunshine for the first time for several years. The 
oldest boat in the event was Kelpie, a gaff cutter 
built in 1893, which is maintained in beautiful 
condition and sails frequently in Sydney Harbour 
events.
The prize giving for the Australia Day Regatta was 
held at the Sydney Town Hall on 19 March, and 
the prize winners were guests of the Lord Mayor 
of Sydney, Clover Moore. The event was hosted 
by Councillor Philip Thalis. One of the highlights  
of the prize giving each year is the presence of  
so many young sailors, receiving their prizes with 
great pride. They are the future of our sport and 
hopefully some will enjoy participating in many 
Australia Day Regattas, maintaining the tradition 
for decades to come.

Regatta was HMAS Sydney, provided by the  
RAN with the support of the then Minister for 
Defence, Kim Beazley. Since 1990, with a few 
exceptions, the RAN has provided the Regatta 
Flagship — usually a frigate, but occasionally  
the ships have included some of Australia’s 
biggest naval vessels, including HMAS Choules 
and HMAS Canberra. For the past four years  
the role has been taken by a Royal Australian 
Navy mine-hunter — in 2019 HMAS Gascoyne. 
The smaller ship has enabled the Regatta’s 
guests to participate more closely in the City’s 
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Below: Malcolm Levy 
and John Taylor
Centre: Robert Evans 
and Philip Thalis
Bottom: Aidyn 
Zecevic and Matt 
Allen.
Photos Steve Oom.
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Colourful scene on 
Kings Pier Marina.

Conducted in Hobart every two years over four 
days in February, the Australian Wooden Boat 
Festival has grown from strength to strength since 
the inaugural two day event in 1994. Growth  
has been reflected both in numbers of exhibiting 
boats – there were more than 500 timber boats 
exhibited this year – and in the diversity and 
standard of presentation of those wonderful 
classic timber boats. The exhibit ranges from  
the smallest craft to the biggest – from historic 
racing models to dinghies, from rowing gigs to 
day sailers, from motor boats on trailers to large 
motor cruisers, from seagoing yachts to square 
riggers. The boats and visitors also don’t just 
come from Tasmania. Spectators, yachts and  
tall ships travel from interstate and a few from 
overseas to participate, such is the growing 
reputation of this wonderful classic boat festival.
For each of the last two Festivals, a foreign 
country has been invited to feature their boats 

and boat building skills and participate in the 
Symposium programme. This year it was the 
Americans who came from Maine on the  
East Coast and Port Townsend on the West 
Coast. They sent over shipping containers of 
materials, equipment and small wooden boats  
to demonstrate their boat building methods  
and design traditions. Jon Wilson, Founder of 
Wooden Boat Magazine, Brooklin, Maine and 
Steve White of timber boat builders Brooklin  
Boat Yard each gave most interesting lectures  
in the Symposium programme. The previous 
festival featured the Dutch who brought eight 
colourful traditional boats which they sailed for 
the spectators every day to celebrate 375 years 
since Navigator Abel Tasman first sighted the 
island now bearing his name.
The Festival is now so popular that organisers  
call for expressions of interest to participate well 
ahead of the event and decide upon a balance of 
interesting boats to invite into the afloat display  
on the Kings Pier Marina and Constitution Dock  
in Sullivans Cove. The Festival also provides  
a great boost to the economy of Hobart with 
interstate and overseas visitors assessed to 
slightly outnumber Tasmanian visitors for the first 
time this year. Visitor numbers are reported to  
be more than 200,000 for each of the last three 
Festivals.
By tradition the Festival begins on Friday with a 
Parade of Sail, and this year a strong southerly, 
combined with some sunny periods as the clouds 
parted, provided perfect conditions to put the 
fleet of boats through their paces and create 
great photo opportunities. The 11 tall ships made 
their entrance up the Derwent to Hobart town as 
part of this event and the yachting escort made  
a spectacular display of sailing action. The fleet 
returned to Sullivans Cove to berths in Constitution 
Dock or on the Kings Pier Marina where they 
stayed on display for the remainder of the festival. 
Over the weekend there were plenty of attractions 
apart from the boats on the dock and these 
included the Symposium Programme of lectures, 
shoreside displays of boat building, a vast hall  
of trade and small boat displays, shanty singers, 
bands in the beer tent and various other 
shoreside displays of boats, vintage outboard 
motors and steam engines. These are supported 
by an array of food and merchandise stalls 
patronised by the crowds of visitors. On Monday 
afternoon the departure procession begins and 

Australian Wooden  
Boat Festival 

by Philip Brown
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Model racing yachts on 
display. 

Lorita Maria 
approaching Tasman 
Island in a quiet sea.
Photos Philip Brown

the docks empty, farewelled by a lone piper on 
the pier. The festival is timed to coincide with 
Hobart Regatta Day, a public holiday which is 
also Hobart (Horse) Race Day. The result is a 
town filled with revellers and partygoers. A fitting 
atmosphere to end the Wooden Boat Festival.
For each of the last four Festivals I have been 
privileged to cruise a Sydney based classic boat 
to Hobart and back to be part of the exhibit on 
The Kings Pier. My voyages have been on Mister 
Christian, Lahara, Anitra V and Lorita Maria.  
Well known Sydney based classic boats including 
Fidelis, Maris, Lahara, Smoky Cape, Karalee, 
Maluka, Kintail, Mister Christian, Vittoria, Lorita 
Maria, Hurrica IV and my own boat Anitra V have 
made the journey south to be exhibitors over  
the last four festivals. Many of these boats have  
a Sydney Hobart Race history and are always 
enthusiastically received by some of the Hobart 
locals who remember their racing visits to 
Constitution Dock in the 1950s and ’60s. Part  
of the pleasure of the festival is sitting on board 
talking to other boat owners and spectators.  
Our visitors often include some fascinating old 
timers who, as shipwrights helped build the  
boats, or sailed on them as racing crew, or in a  
few cases were previous owners, and who take 
great pleasure in once again sitting in the cockpit 
to tell their story of that particular boat. The 
classic boat community is a particularly friendly 
group, always with stories to tell, and this festival 
provides the time and venue to tell those tales. 
In addition there is a growing fleet of Sydney 
based boats who, although not necessarily part 
of the festival display, cruise to Hobart for the 
festival. This year a fleet of 24 yachts sailed down 
from Sydney in an informal group organised out 
of the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, of which 
six were on display as festival participants. We 
shared weather information on a daily basis from 
‘Clouds’ Badham, arranged by CYCA, and kept 
in touch by radio and phone messages. Help  
was never needed as far as I am aware but it  
was good to know that it might be close at hand 
as we met in various anchorages – mostly by 
chance rather than arrangement. Co-ordinator 
Denis Doyle also arranged a group dinner at the 
Shipwright Arms in Hobart which brought the 
voyagers and their fly-in partners and friends 
together on land.
This year I sailed down to Tasmania on Lorita 
Maria which was built for Norman Rydge Jnr. and 
launched in 1963. The boat has been restored 
and re-rigged by current owner Greg Barrell and 
is a fine seagoing example of a Sydney designed 
and built ocean racing yacht of its era. She was 
designed for Norman by Alan Payne and built by 
Jeff Clist. At only 39ft she is probably one of the 
last heavily built racing yachts with large frames 
and double skin Oregan planking, launched the 
same year as the Halvorsen brothers’ Freya 

which was also conventionally framed and 
planked and famously successful as an ocean 
racer. Norman raced her in four Hobart races,  
the last being 1968, so our return visit to Hobart 
in February this year was almost exactly 50  
years since she was last in Hobart – a significant 
return to be part of the Festival. The boat has an 
interesting provenance as Norman shipped her  
to Cowes with the first Australian Admiral’s Cup 
Team in 1965. That team consisted of Freya, 
Camille and Caprice of Huon. Lorita Maria was 
too small to qualify for the Admiral’s Cup as her 
waterline was less than 30ft but she did compete 
in the Cowes Week Regatta plus the Channel 
Race and Fastnet Race that season. In 1966 
Norman entered the boat in the Bermuda Race 
and she was the first Australian yacht to sail in  
a Bermuda Race. Norman also sailed her in the 
TransAtlantic Race in 1966 before shipping the 
boat to Sydney.
Our cruise was spread over 12 days going south 
and 11 days coming home. Our stops on the  
way down in order to shelter from unfavourable 
weather, take a rest or to pick up crew were: 
Twofold Bay, Jamieson Bay on the Eastern tip of 
Cape Baron Island, Wineglass Bay, Triabunna and 
after passing Tasman Island, Port Arthur. On the 
way home we came through the Dunally Canal 
and stopped at Prosser Bay, Bicheno, Eddystone 
Point and then went through Banks Strait and 
west of Flinders Island to stay at Deal Island for a 
few days waiting out another sou’westerly blow. 
As Jill Henry has described, this is a fascinating 
island of the Kent Group to visit and to walk  
to the old lighthouse. From there we had a 
provisioning stop at Twofold Bay and rested for  
a day of relaxation in the sun at Jervis Bay on  
the way home. The crew number ranged from 
two of us to four. In all, the voyage covered 35 
days and like the legendry gentlemen sailors,  
by taking our time and checking the forecasts,  
we managed not to have the wind for’ard of the 
beam at any time on the voyages down or back.



The solution came when I phoned Paul Clitheroe 
who had previously owned a TP52 Balance now 
known as Quest. He said ’I’m sure I can get 
Quest through its new owner, I’ll come back  
to you.’ I knew I had Koa, a TP52 which had  
won the Stepping Stone House Cup in 2018.  
I then phoned Brenton Fischer, grandson of the  
legend Syd, who advised ’We still haven’t sold 
Ragamuffin so I’ll be there.’ I knew that Gordon 
Ketelbey had a TP52 Zen in the Hobart race  
and he said, ’Yes, I’ll be in it, but if the wind is 
very strong I’ll have to bring my Farr 40.’
On the day and with only hours to spare, we had 
Ragamuffin, Koa and Quest. Gordon Ketelbey 
phoned and said, ‘I can’t get my TP52 but I’ll 
have the Farr 40.’
I then spoke to my sponsors and it was agreed 
that the Bledisloe race would be between Quest 
(Wallabies Ross Reynolds and Dean Mumm) 
against Ragamuffin (NZ All Black Captain David 
Kirk.) This race was won by Quest.
The second contest between the TP52s was for 
the Stepping Stone House Cup. Quest won this 
prize as well.
We had 16 corporate sponsors and a record  
48 paying individual crew members; so the 
handicap race of 22 yachts was divided into  
two divisions. We spread the 48 individual  
crew members amongst all the non-sponsored 
corporate yachts. I was on a CYC yacht 
Enbeedee and enjoyed hearing the skipper  
giving polite directions, ‘Gentlemen, pressure  
is coming, get ready.’
This was a frequent call and worked wonders 
with this efficient crew – soon we were in the  
lead and eventually won Division 2. As we 
crossed the line, I looked back and saw the fast 
approaching large genoa of Sydney. After 20 
attempts it won the 1st Division skippered by  
the great yachtsman David Kellett AO.
The M32s, under the guidance of Harry Price, 
had their own contest and reached speeds in 
excess of 20kts.
There was a great atmosphere at our Club after 
the racing, it was truly a ‘feel good’ Regatta! 
Commodore David Ward presented the prizes 

This year was Stepping Stone House’s 20th 
Regatta at the Squadron. We had 22 yachts 
skillfully handicapped as always by Richard 
Lawson and two M32 Catamarans which 
contested their own special match race.
The weather prediction was woeful on Monday of 
that week with forecasts of 35kts per hour from 
the south. ’We’ll have to cancel the regatta if that 
happens,’ said Rex Harrison at our Committee 
meeting on the verandah of the Squadron.
Our guardian angels were at work however, for  
on Thursday morning in Neutral Bay it was still. 
By 2pm there was a gentle breeze of 10-15kts as 
the first yacht Casamajor crossed the start line.
This year’s fleet was a challenge as we had no 
Farr 40s because of the Australian Champion-
ships the following day. What would we do  
for our Bledisloe and Stepping Stone Cup  
match races?

Stepping Stone 
House Regatta

by Max Connery OAM
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Right: The Bridge Day 
attracted 136 players 
who contributed to  
the success of the 
fundraising event.
Photo Isabel Wartho

Koa and Ragamuffin 
TP52s.
Photo John Jeremy.



and we had an auction of the Skippers’ wines  
by the formidable auctioneer Glen Madsen.
It was an unusual regatta but the TP52s were 
very appealing to those who were on board. 
David Kirk wants to reserve Ragamuffin for  
next year!
Our week of fundraising started very well a few 
days earlier when the Bridge Day was attended 
by 136 players – the highest yet!
I record my special thanks to the Squadron 
Committee and Staff for their assistance and 
co-operation at both events.

In all, we raised $100,000 for our homeless 
adolescents who live in three houses at Dulwich 
Hill. This is very important as we do not receive 
Government funding.
The winners of the Regatta races were:
• Bledisloe Cup Race – Quest
• Stepping Stone House Cup – Quest
• Division 2 – Enbeedee
• Division 1 – Sydney
• M32 Challenge – Keneco Property
Dates for your diary: Bridge Day 17 March 2020, 
Regatta19 March 2020.
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Vivace, Sydney and Zen
Photos John Jeremy.

Commodore David 
Ward presented Quest 
with the Bledisloe Cup 
and the Stepping Stone 
House Cup.
Photo Isabel Wartho.



RSYS celebrated the 15th year of Ladies Tuesday 
Twilights sailed at our Club and it was a sensational 
season. We kicked off with a Networking Night in 
September, sailed three warm up nights in October 
(for those that needed a refresher after the winter 
break) and started the 12 race series in November, 
with six races before Christmas. There was great 
support for the two non-pointscore races in 
January before coming back to the six remaining 
pointscore races starting early February. 
Participation is up. We had 38 boats entered 
across three divisions with 34 of these racing 
regularly. There were more than 180 sailors on  
the water each week with at least 36 of these 
being graduates from the Club’s Ladies of the 
Sea (LOTS) and Adult Keelboat programmes.
Thank you once again to Paspaley for supporting 
our series, their fourth with RSYS. I feel our 
partnership with Paspaley has contributed to the 
growth of our Ladies sailing and Tuesday Twilights 
community. It has provided unique and beautiful 
prizes for our winners, encouraged participation 
and a sense of community, and promoted 
enjoyment of our natural environment. We were 
delighted to welcome Chris Paspaley to present 
earrings to the overall winners and the lucky draw 
winners. The allure of these beautiful pearls is 
manifest – this season, a record percentage of 
boats were eligible for the high participation lucky 
draw prize. 

10 Tuesday Twilights 
Season 2018-19

by Captain  
Karyn Gojnich

Main Series Results 
The Ladies Division non-spinnaker –  
the Jan Rowed trophy
1st Jill Hammond, Kookaburra
2nd Kristina Brenke, Gaia
3rd Jenny Farrell, Coco HYC17
The Ladies One Design Division spinnaker –  
the Lady Helm trophy
1st Megan Howard, Mojo 
2nd Sophie Hunt, Elliott 1 
3rd Kim Ketelbey and ‘Ben’s Belles’, Elliott 3 
The Open Division non-spinnaker
1st James Merrington, Mercier 
Trophy Series
The Gypsy Moth IV trophy (non-spinnaker)
1st Jill Hammond, Kookaburra
The Bluebird trophy (spinnaker)
1st Megan Howard, Mojo

By Jill Hammond
It was very competitive racing on Sydney Harbour 
on Tuesday evenings with very little traffic.  
We enjoyed the very friendly competition and  
the camaraderie afterwards at the Squadron. 
Sometimes the weather could have been kinder, 
it seemed in the early races every time we went 
out it blew 25kts. Kookaburra was honoured  
to win in such a close pointscore. Thank you 
especially to my loyal, hardworking crew: Julie 
Clarke, Nicolette Birkhold, Millie Brown, Rene 

Lucky door prize 
winners: Jackie 
Taylor, Allegro; Nikki 
O’Shea, Elliott 1; 
Sarah Bartels, Karma; 
Sandy Lawson, 
Rapunzel, with Chris 
Paspaley and Karyn 
Gojnich.



In 2009 I joined the Squadron to play Bridge but 
all of a sudden, the penny dropped that sailing 
boats was a major dimension. My dear friend 
Patrick Houlihan had introduced me to the thrill of 
sailing by occasionally inviting me on board Gael 
Force, a 37.5 Hanse, on Tuesdays and it was 
about at that time a newsletter from the Squadron 
called for ladies wishing to learn to sail. I joined 
the LOTS programme as a very enthusiastic 
beginner. It was thanks to the guidance of Karyn 
Gojnich, Helen Impey, Ruth McCance, Joyce and 
Pat Warn, that I became hooked and acquired 
my own Yngling, Yertle, from Jim Hawkins and 
Andrew Howe who moved to Dragons.
My sailing commenced in December 2011.  
I was directed as a new owner of an Yngling to 
compete in the Open Championship Regatta 
which I think was a state competition hosted  
by RSYS. Within days I was also selected as a 
‘wild card’ to compete in the forthcoming Yngling 
World Championship being held on Sydney 
Harbour and hosted by RSYS. It was January 
2012 and the Sesquicentenary year for the 
Squadron which was gearing up for a diary filled 
with celebrations. I held no fear – the competition 
being limited principally to International teams of 
Olympic standard To survive, I invited two Youth 
Laser champions to crew for me. Kate Lindsay 
and Daniel Miller gladly agreed. We completed all 
races in the series, though with the consequence 
that I required a shoulder reconstruction!
Now that my appetite for sailing was truly 
whetted, I selected and acquired a new yacht,  
a Hanse 345 called Genovefa. I enjoy to this day 
a continued love affair with her. Ladies Tuesday 
Twilights beckoned and for seven years Genovefa 
has competed with her ALL GIRL CREW. 
Paspaley has been a very generous sponsor  
and we have been proud winners of four sets  
of magnificent pearl earrings in previous years.
Genovefa’s crew with Jan Williams, Caroline 
Findlay, Margery Hertzberg, Jennifer Gillott,  
Caryl Barnes and frequently Jan Newland are all 
inspirational women and a most cohesive group 
and supportive friends both on and off the water. 
Jan Williams has been my First Mate since we 
started, and as my tactician I have learned so 
much under her guidance.
I have heard that our Club is planning to host a 
Womens’ Regatta on the October long weekend. 
More fun to come!

Chapman, Susie Weir, Lesley White, David Ross 
and Richard Hammond. Thanks also to Karyn 
and the Race Officials. We are looking forward  
to next season!

By Sophie Hunt
We had star-studded regulars on the Elliotts, 
including Nikki O’Shea, Sam Hunt, Rowena 
Kremer (all once RSYS Youth sailors!), Greg 
O’Shea, Matt Whitnall, with guest appearances 
from various current youth sailor kids including 
Isobel Payne and Maddie O’Shea. It was terrific 
fun – short and sweet racing, well organised,  
and a collegiate atmosphere. We had all kinds of 
conditions, from drifters to blasting nor’easters, 
and yes we will be back! In fact, I think some of 
my crew will jump ship and get their own boat  
in the next season.

The Tuesday Twilights Inspiration Award 
by Captain Karyn Gojnich
This season Member Jan Williams donated a  
new award ‘The Tuesday Twilights Inspiration 
Award’. This recognises women over 55 years 
who have either started to sail later in life or 
returned to our sport after a hiatus. We called  
for nominations and our inaugural recipient  
was Genevieve Slattery, owner and skipper of 
Genovefa. Commendations were numerous  
and enthusiastic:
‘Genevieve is truly inspirational! She is a 
passionate sailor, competitive when racing but 
calm under pressure (even when T-boned!)’  
‘She’s always looking for opportunities to learn,  
to understand and is always encouraging to  
her crew.’ ‘Sailing with Gen is what sailing should 
be – fun.’ ‘She is generous, supportive and 
welcoming to all who want to sail regardless of 
their ability or experience, and always striving  
to learn and do better – a true inspiration.’  
‘An outstanding role model.’

By Genevieve Slattery 
To be the recipient of the Jan Williams Inaugural 
Trophy at the end of our Ladies Tuesday Twilight 
Series for 2018-19 is a very thrilling achievement 
and I would like to thank Jan. I think of myself as 
accepting this single honour on behalf of all my 
women sailing competitors. I am one of many 
likeminded lady sailors. The trophy is a beautiful 
Jorge Jenson creation and named appropriately 
The Wave.
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Top: Genevieve 
Slattery, holding the 
Inspiration Award 
trophy, with Jan 
Williams. 
Above: Amanda Hicks 
and Megan Howard 
were presented with  
the Bluebird Trophy  
by Club Captain 
Karyn Gojnich.



Historic Sayonara Cup  
returns to the Squadron

by Matt Whitnall  
and David Chapman
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Matt Whitnall on 
Whimsical leads 
Nick Rogers on  
Karabos IX.
Photo Penny Conacher.

After a 10 year hiatus, interest in the Sayonara 
Cup had been revived, and in just one day of 
classic match-racing on Hobart’s River Derwent, 
Gordon Ingate’s renowned Dragon Whimsical 
and her crew of Matt Whitnall, Dave Chapman 
and David Giles achieved a 4-2 victory over Nick 
Rogers and his crew of Leigh Behrens and Oli 
Burnell from the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania  
to regain the historic trophy for the Squadron. 
The RSYS challenge originated with fellow 
Squadron Member and classic yacht enthusiast 
Nicole Shrimpton who first brought up the 
possibility of regaining the Sayonara Cup after 
seeing it in the trophy cabinet of the RYCT. She 
has a passion for lovely yachts and this suited her 
sensibility and passions very well. It involved one 
of the nicest boats to sail in, a Dragon, the long 
and important history of the Cup and all those 
racers who came before. Nicole spoke to Gordon 
Ingate, Club Member and renowned Dragon 
sailor, who then raised it with our Club’s Sailing 
Committee. 
The match took place on 16 March and Hobart 
put on a stunning day with favourable winds and 

clear blue skies. We had a quick chat about boat 
setup, and most of the discussion about the 
racing occurred on the sail out, once we could 
see the conditions. Initially we had to find out if 
we had boatspeed on Nick and his crew, and 
being such an adversarial event, we did not find 
that out till the start of the first race. Strategically, 
we wanted to try and dominate from the first race 
and make it very clear we were here to fight,  
as much of this style of racing is psychological, 
and making small pivotal gains at every chance.   
Tactically, we all focused on our specialist jobs, 
with David Giles setting up the boat. Being a 
masterful trimmer up and down wind, there is 
nothing he cannot do in a yacht. David is a quiet 
bloke and his size and strength make him an 
imposing figure on the dock, but as soon as  
he steps onto the boat, he is like a ballerina –  
you just don’t know he is there, his kinetics are 
unparalleled, a giant with twinkle toes.
We took race one but Nick on Karabos IX scored 
a sailaway win in race two, having got a break  
on us with a puff and some angle we missed  
and was then out of range to attack. We did not 



Top: David Giles,  
Dave Chapman and 
Matt Whitnall with the 
Sayonara Cup
Above: Nicole 
Shrimpton and the 
trophy coming home.
Photos Penny 
Conacher.

worry, we felt good and fast, and our manoeuvres 
were smooth and efficient. In fact, we did not 
even discuss Nick winning race two, we just got 
set to go again.
Race three was a particularly exciting – we won 
by just one second after a spinnaker luffing match 
near the finish. We had already determined a 
downwind speed advantage over Nick, so when 
he rounded ahead on the second top mark and 
headed to the finish, Dave Chapman moved out 
of the cockpit and sat in front of the mast to get a 
transit on Nick and throw the best wind shadow 
we could to reel in his three or so boat lengths. 
The course was only about 0.3nm, so we didn’t 
have time to do anything other than laser focus 
on slowing him down. About five lengths from the 
finish we knew we had him! Dave started making 
rapid fire calls about gauge and positioning, as  
he was right on the bow and could see every-
thing. We had a small advantage downwind and 
were able to position our boat very well to take 
advantage of Racing Rule 17.1 being turned off 
– we don’t think Nick understood this change  
of rule as well as we did. We were able to roll  
him over, heel to windward and slide inside him.  
He was caught to windward of us, so we quickly 
gybed the main only. Nick followed, but then  
we gybed back and he was caught again and  
had to gybe back, but his boat stopped and our 
manoeuvres were perfectly executed and timed. 
We did not lose any speed and we gybed back  
to starboard, built speed, then finally gybed again 
and crossed clear ahead of Nick. It was fantastic 
and charged us up! 
Karabos IX won race four to square the series 
2-2. Race five was a key win for us as we forced 
a penalty against Karabos IX right on the line to 
nullify the penalty the Tasmanians gained against 
us at the top mark. Again, Dave took control of 
the tactics and engaged with Nick, trying to lure 
him into contact, and eventually succeeding only 
a boat length or so from crossing the line. The 
adrenalin was pumping as we got the signal from 
the judge, then a few seconds later, the hooter 
from the win as we crossed.
We had a 3-2 lead and needed just one more 
victory to bring home the Sayonara Cup.    
We maintained the same tactics in race six:  
come into the box as fast as possible right on 

time and get an advantage in pre-start. We had 
noticed the start boat was lying side on to the 
breeze and was held that way by the outgoing 
tide. Approaching on starboard and to windward 
of Nick, Dave was very clever and used the start 
boat to squeeze Nick below, into its lee. We 
scooted up and over very close to her on the 
windward side, so we came out ahead, with clear 
wind and speed, and in control. The final result 
was 4-2.
To win such a great event as the Sayonara Cup 
for the Squadron is a great honour. Not only is it  
a famous yachting event, full of history, but it is a 
contest where there is such goodwill between the 
competitors and each of the clubs. It’s clear to us 
that the revival of the Sayonara Cup Challenge 
Match is important to yachting in general because 
it’s clearly one of the great sporting events in 
Australia. Having notable figures like Sir James 
Hardy, Colin Beashel and Iain Murray send us 
messages of congratulations, highlights how 
deep the interest is for this event to grow and 
develop.   
Following the match, we have been contacted  
by several Royal yacht clubs and we understand 
there are many discussions about the next steps. 
We feel it would be great to see a full Royal  
Yacht Club challenger series and look forward  
to hearing more in due course!
With thanks to Peter Campbell who assisted with 
this article.
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As another sailing season ends, it is a privilege  
to reflect on the year we have had and the high- 
lights our Intermediate Members have provided  
to our Club. With sailing success in all parts of  
the globe, we would like firstly to congratulate all 
Intermediate Members who have represented  
the Squadron and our country and look forward 
to congratulating more sailing achievements 
throughout the year to come.
Culminating in the always enjoyable 
Intermediate’s Ball, 2018/19 also saw several 
opportunities for Intermediate Members to enjoy 
the Club, the facilities and to get to know one  
and other. Highlights included Friday Twilight 
participation, stand-up paddleboard (SUPs) 
usage, Chef’s cooking class, the Christmas  
drinks and Boules, and the aforementioned 
Intermediates Ball.
Our on-water participation saw Friday night 
tussles between Intermediate Members and their 
guests on the Elliotts, and access to the SUPs 
ensured some beautiful morning and evening 
snaps by Members. We thank the General 
Committee and all Squadron Members for  
your continued support of the usage of these  
by Intermediates – it is greatly appreciated.
In May 2018, Executive Chef Ian McInnes  
kindly conducted a ‘Share Platter Dinner Party’ 
cooking class with Intermediate Members and 
their guests. With Chef’s jovial personality and  
relatable style, the evening was well suited to  
both beginner home cooks and those more 
experienced. The night was a fantastic success, 
serving up a delicious Confit Salmon, Duck & 
Pistachio Terrine, seven hour Moroccan Lamb 
Shoulder and Duck Fat Roasted Potatoes, 
among other delights. Attendees were treated  
to a glass of champagne on arrival and left with 
full bellies after tasting all the mouth-watering 
menu items. We hope to hold more of these 
events later in 2019 – look out for details.
The first Sunday in December saw the Club  
host a fantastic afternoon on the hardstand with 
Aperol Spritzers, umbrellas and Boules. All we 
needed was the weather to work out and we had 
the makings of the perfect day… Things don’t 
always go to plan but thank you to all the staff for 
setting up the afternoon and accommodating all 
Members in the Careening Cove – it really was a 
fun afternoon and evening.

Sailing to Success: an 
Intermediate Recap

by Jono Carroll  
and Simone Francis



The 2019 Intermediates Ball was held in March 
and as always was another successful night. 
Intermediates put on their best suits and ball-
gowns and kicked up their heels with a night of 
dancing, dining and drinking with friends. The  
ball was a wonderful opportunity for Members  
to show off our Club to their guests and with the 
Sold Out sign on the door, we certainly had the 
full house it deserves. Chef and his team served 
up a delicious menu and when the lights dimmed, 
the band got rolling.
Special mention again to the Squadron staff. 
Without them we couldn’t have as entertaining  
a night as we had and the successful year we 
have enjoyed.
We also thank all Intermediate Committee 
Members who have helped this year: Angus 
Olding, Anousha Fluck, Clare Moore, Claudia 
Thackray, Henry Tilly, Oskar Hansen and Sara 
Ladd.
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The 68 strong fleet enjoyed picture perfect 
autumn weather for the duration of the recent 
50th Squadron Annual Cruise. Blue skies and  
fair winds contributed to a memorable week of 
cruising, competition and camaraderie. 
On Friday 12 April, the ‘offshore racers’ readied 
to set sail, bound for Broken Bay. Due to light 
easterly winds, the fleet raced only 5nm from 
Bungan Head to Barrenjoey, then hurried to join  
in the activities at Refuge Bay – the word was 
out: Happy Hour and Canapés at Waterfall Beach  
had begun!
The fleet quickly relaxed into Cruise mode.  
Whilst the active keen beans were seen rowing or 
paddling SUPs and kayaks early in the mornings, 
the less active waited for the daily edition of the 

50th Annual Cruise to 
Pittwater and Broken Bay

by Cruise Captain John Taylor

Cruise News to be delivered hot off the ‘Mischief 
Press’ directly to individual boats. Many thanks  
to Kylie Wilson who toiled late into the night to 
compile our photos and articles ready for the 
morning edition.
Saturday: The Hawaiian themed BBQ at  
Halletts Beach was well attended, with colourful 
Hawaiians looking very much the part against the 
native backdrop. Fortunately, no spears were 
allowed. Whilst RIBS ferried thirsty sailors to the 
beach, the Cruise committee BBQ team set up  
a production line (thanks Penny Scardifield for 
your assistance) and 230 sausage and onion 
sandwiches were dispatched.   
Sunday: Mushroom Bay’s Progressive Dinner  
saw catering shared between rafted up boats. 
Rob and Cath Reynolds (newbies to the Cruise) 
mentioned they had not been allocated to a 
particular group – ‘No problem, we’ll come to 
you,’ said the Cruise Captain; did they really 
expect crew from Casamajor, Lunacy, As You  
Do, Allegro and Coco to dine onboard their very 
comfortable 52ft Riviera Shellbank? What a 
fabulous night was had by all.
Most mornings were windless and foggy with  
the racing fleet fearing a ‘no wind race day’ but 
each day we were proven wrong as the wind  

Top: David and Jill 
Henry go all out with 
the Hawaiian theme
Above: Kari Svenson 
and John Hancox
Photos Graeme 
Kennedy.

Above right: Canapés 
at Refuge Bay.
Right: Vivace, Viva, 
Crackerjack, Andarta 
and Phoebe off Palm 
Beach. Photos Murray 
Spence.



A peaceful raft up.
Photo Paul Barbour.

Above left: Andeluna, 
Arunga, Windflyt and 
Sweet Charriot crews 
lunching.
Above far left: fierce 
competition in the SUP 
regatta. Photo Murray 
Spence

Time) did a wonderful job to select winners 
across the four categories: Canapés, Entrée, 
Main Course and Dessert. A Junior Chef award 
was given to Sean Gunns from Hurrica V. We 
also acknowledge and thank Trish Stanley for  
the valued contribution she has made on the 
Cruise Committee over the past 13 Cruises.  

built steadily throughout the mornings. PRO Rob 
Ridley did a fabulous job setting courses, laying 
marks and recording finishing line positions. 
Monday: Pizza night on the lawns at KMYC gave 
crews the opportunity to meet on terra firma. 
Whilst pizza production was slower than pizza 
consumption, the opportunity to mingle once 
again demonstrated the great camaraderie the 
Cruise engenders.
Tuesday: Once again the SUP competition in 
Smiths Creek on lay day provided fun for all. 
Admittedly I was MIA for this event, however I’m 
told that competition was fast and furious  and 
past Cruise Captain Arthur Psaltis commentated 
the event like Johnny Tap. Calls have been made 
for female and junior divisions next year citing 
barging and induced capsizing from overzealous 
male competitors. 
The Galley Gourmet Challenge, co-ordinated by 
Trish Stanley, was a huge success. It continues  
to amaze me how such intricate creations can 
emerge from a galley with a single burner stove 
and an esky, sometimes after a busy day of 
racing. With more than 37 entries, Judges Sue 
Swanson (Just Quietly) and Max Poyser (About 
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Our thanks go to Coursemaster once again for 
generously donating an Icom handheld VHV radio 
for the Navest Competition. This was won by 
Mark Tolhurst of Arunga who managed perfect 
estimates in two of the five races.
Murray Spence from Sam Hill’s Forty flotilla was 
the stand out photographer on the cruise –  
seen paddling early mornings to capture the fleet 
waking to another beautiful day in another perfect 
bay. Murray was awarded the prize for best 
Under Sail photo, top left, while Graeme Kennedy 
of Vibe shot of the Hallett’s BBQ won the best 
photo in the Other category.
It was great to see more children involved this 
year – Sam Hill with wife Nicki and their three 
children fully embraced the Cruise. Sam’s Farr 40 
Forty was supported by two motherships and a 
five metre RIB – all necessary to accommodate 
the friends and family who joined them for the 
week.  
Wednesday: The Pinta Bay raft up was always 
going to test the bay’s berthing capacity. To my 

50th Annual Cruise to 
Pittwater and Broken 
bay continued

Below: Hurrica V by Murray 
Spence.

surprise there was more than enough space with 
the major raft up comprising some 35 boats.
Thursday: Club Captain Karyn Gojnich joined us 
at Cottage Point. It was great to have Karyn coach 
us for the day and give her a little insight into what 
our Annual Cruise is about. The shorter course 
was a wise move by Rob as the light breeze was 
only just enough for the fleet to complete the 
racing in time to find their berths at RMYC and 
RPAYC before dusk and then proceed to RMYC 
to enjoy the festivities of the end of Cruise dinner. 
Our sincere thanks to Margaret Carney in the 
Sailing Office for all the pre-cruise preparation, 
and Rob Ridley and his team of Kylie, Scott and 
Paul for all the vital on-Cruise support.  
Reflecting on the week, the stand out was the 
great weather – warm and sunny during the  
day, cool and comfortable at night, and just 
enough breeze each day to get a race in. Both 
the cruising and racing boats melded together  
as one with many new friendships made, and  
as they say, ’A good time was had by all.’



Main Course Joint winners
Andeluna: Chargrilled spatchcock with wild rice  
& vegetable stack
Limelight: Roasted duck breast with red wine 
poached pear & braised broccolini
Dessert Winner About Time: 
Waffle cones with lemon meringue or chocolate 
surprise
Junior Chef Winner Hurrica V:  
Vietnamese spring rolls with chilli dipping sauce.

Top left: Graeme Kennedy 
in action on Southern 
Cross. Photo Paul Barbour 
Top: Canapé winner,  
Anitra V. Centre left: Entrée 
winner, Andarta. Centre: 
Dessert winner, About 
Time. Above left: joint Main 
Course winner, Andeluna. 
Above: joint Main Course 
winner, Limelight.

Galley Gourmet Challenge 
By Trish Stanley 
The opening social event on Day 1 of this year’s 
Cruise was the judging of Canapés for the Galley 
Gourmet Challenge. As usual, this event was held 
on the tiny beach in Refuge Bay but a receding 
tide helped accommodate the large number of 
Cruisers who came to share the canapés. There 
were a dozen entries which were thoroughly 
enjoyed by all after Judge Sue Swanson valiantly 
‘judged’ them on her own as Judge Max Poyser 
was held up by lack of wind on the race from 
Sydney.
The Entrée, Main and Dessert sections of the 
Galley Gourmet Challenge were judged on the  
lay day in beautiful Smiths Creek. Following the 
entertainment of the Stand Up Paddle Board 
races, the GGC entrants spent the afternoon 
cooking and the evening awaiting the arrival of 
the tender bringing their judge.
Congratulations to the winners and runners up. 
Your recipes will be posted on the Cruising web 
site for all of us to enjoy.
On behalf of the Cruise Committee, I would like to 
thank all the entrants for making this year’s event 
special and we hope you had a lot of fun cooking. 
We particularly appreciate the judges’ efforts for 
donating their impressive skills and making the 
Galley Gourmet Challenge so successful.   
Canapé Winner Anitra V:  
Haloumi Sesame Bites with honey & orange
Runner Up Mia II: Homage to Atoll Bikini
Entrée Winner Andarta:  
Beetroot & gin cured salmon served with 
horseradish mayo, home pickled onion & witlof
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Sailing League events have been established 
throughout Europe and the USA for a number of 
years and this year was the first time it had come 
to Australia. We were delighted to host this event 
from 26 to 28 April. At the core of the event is 
club vs club rivalry, and we welcomed 14 teams 
representing seven clubs from across Australia 
and New Zealand. Competitors must come from 
the club they represent, and each team must 
include at least one female. 
Sailing took place in short course fleet racing 
format in the waters immediately off our Club, 
providing perfect viewing for land-based 
spectators. The teams sailed in a round robin of 
45 races over the three days. The breeze was 
light to moderate and particularly shifty. The best 

four teams (irrespective of what division they 
sailed) progressed through to the finals. As an 
added incentive to perform well in the round 
robin, the winner of the round robin carried a 
point into a ‘first to two points’ final series. 
RSYS fielded three teams headed by some of our 
Club’s best sailors. The Youth team (for under 21 
years) was led by Jack Littlechild; the Women’s 
team by Jeanne-Claude Strong and the Open 
team by Dave Chapman, fresh from his win in  
the Sayonara Cup.
The Squadron Open team emerged as the one 
to watch from the start, with a scorecard of 
1,1,1,1,2. Our Youth team proved themselves  
to be the surprise packet of the event achieving 
third place at the end of day one. The RSYS 

RSYS wins the inaugural 
National Sailing League

by the Sailing Office

NSL day 1: Elliotts 
leaving RSYS. 
Photos Darcie 
Collington 
Photography.

RSYS winners: Youth 
team left and Open 
team right. 



Women’s team were involved in numerous close 
finishes and came off the water each day having 
learned new skills. Our Open team were also 
great mentors to the other Squadron teams and  
took a keen interest in the performance of their 
Clubmates. 
By the end of the round robin, our Open team 
maintained their place at the top of the leader 
board to take the valuable bonus point into the 
finals series. However for our Youth team, several 
close results went against them, meaning that 
going into the last round robin race they needed 
something extra special to make the final. They 
succeeded and pulled off a thrilling win in the last 
round robin to claim a place in the final series that 
included the RSYS Open team, Cruising Yacht 
Club of Australia’s Open team and the CYCA 
Youth team. 
So the scene was set for a battle of the Sydney 
Harbour clubs: both clubs had two teams 
competing. The equation was simple: RSYS 
Open, as winner of the round robin, had to  
win only one race in the final to win the event 
overall, the other teams in the final had to win  
two races apiece. Disaster struck on the start line 
for our Open team as they were deemed to have 
infringed another boat and had to complete a 
penalty, leaving them well behind the other boats 
on the first beat and for the first run of the race. 
Great crew work saw them pull back one place  
at the bottom mark, before heading off to the 
right on their own on the final beat. The fleet 
reconverged at the top mark and it was RSYS 
Open that was narrowly in front of the others. 
Snappy crew work from our boat saw them 
slightly extend their lead at the start of the run, 
and from there it was simply a matter of covering 
the fleet for the remainder of the run to win the 
final of the event. The Squadron Youth team held 
on for a very close fought third place in the final 
race that gave them the win in the Youth division 
of the event.
Dave Chapman said afterwards: ‘Winning first 
Open and first Youth at this event is a fantastic 
result for our Club. To succeed on home waters 
with everyone looking on from the clubhouse 
makes us very proud of what we have achieved.’
Fellow Squadron Member Matt Whitnall 
commented: ’Dave and I have seen this format 
work really well in Europe in the German 
Bundesliga. It’s strong and well supported so 
there’s no reason why this Australian version of 
the event can’t grow into something as strong  
as they have going in Europe and the USA.’
Mark Turnbull, the National Sailing League event 
director, commented that he was confident that 
this event was the start of something bigger, and 
that they intend to take the format to the rest of 
Australia and New Zealand. 

RSYS Open team – 
Charlotte Alexander, 
Matt Whitnall,  
Greg O’Shea, David 
Chapman (skipper), 
Christian Brook 
(absent)
RSYS Youth team – 
Jack Littlechild 
(skipper), Max Paul, 
Maddie O’Shea, Alex 
Rozenauers, Evie 
Haseldine (absent).

NSL directors Mark 
Turnbull and Howard 
Elliott with participating 
crews. 

As a result of their success, the RSYS Open  
team has won an entry into the world final of the 
Open division of the Sailing League in St Moritz, 
Switzerland in August, and our Youth team have 
an entry into the Youth Sailing League event in 
Kiel, Germany in June. We wish both teams all 
the best for these events.
Results
1 RSYS Open
2 CYCA Open
3 RSYS Youth
4 CYCA Youth
5 Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron
6 Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club – Open
7 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club
8 Royal Brighton Yacht Club
9 Sandringham Yacht Club Open
10 Sandringham Yacht Club Youth
11 Sandringham Yacht Club Women
12 Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club – Women
13 Newcastle Cruising Yacht Club – Youth
14 RSYS Women
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22 420 Class 
By Ryan Littlechild & Jack Ferguson
The New Zealand 420 Nationals 2019 were  
held in Takapuna, Auckland in March and four 
Australian Teams made the trip across ‘the ditch’ 
for the Nationals: two from NSW and two from 
Victoria. We were joined by fellow Squadron sailor 
Gretel Payne who sailed with Natasha Nisbet.
The entire regatta saw light winds and mostly flat 
water with variable and shifty conditions which 
made for a challenging event. We had our ups 
and downs throughout the regatta, keeping  
fairly consistent results. However, it wasn’t good 
enough at the end of the day as the Kiwis took 
out first and second places and we came closely 
behind in third. 
Following New Zealand, we competed in the 
NSW State Championship hosted by Woollahra 
Sailing Club at the end of March. Teams came 
from QLD, VIC as well as NSW to contest the 
regatta. We managed eight back to back race 
wins and were thrilled with our overall first 
position. 
We are now preparing for our next competitions: 
the Japan Nationals in May, the Open 420 World 
Championships in Vilamoura, Portugal and the 
World Sailing Youth World Championships in 
Gydnia, Poland, both in July. 

NSW Laser Metropolitan Championship 
By Otto Henry
Squadron Youth sailors made up nearly a third of 
the 30 strong Open Radials division at the Metros 
held at Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club on March 
16 and 17. 
I am a recent convert to the Laser class, having 
outgrown the 420. It was a tough fleet that 
included the Australian Sailing Team’s women’s 
Olympic Squad who are vying for selection to 
compete at Tokyo 2020. I was delighted to do  
so well. Congratulations also to Daniel Costandi 
for being the top Under 17 years sailor.
Results
Radials
1st  Otto Henry and top U19
4th  Zac West
7th  Daniel Costandi and top U17
8th  Mark Louis
9th  Campbell Patton
10th  Maddie O’Shea
11th  Sylvie Stannage
14th  Brooke Wilson
20th  Aris Dimitracopoulos
4.7s
5th  Charlie Smith
7th  Xavier McLachlan
11th  Ian Louis
13th  Andrew Kemp

Youth Sailing 

Top: 420 sailors in New Zealand. Centre: 420 sailors at Woollahra Sailing Club. 
Above: 420 NSW State Championship.



Optimist NSW State Championship 
By Richard McLachlan (parent) 
A big fleet of Opti sailors headed up the M1 to 
Gosford for the Annual State Championship on 
30 March.
TJ Ly pulled on the RSYS bib for his first regatta; 
congratulations to him, he did very well.  
The Open fleet were in their third race on 
Saturday before a very strong southerly, gusting 
well over 20kts, blew up Brisbane Waters and 
had its way with the fleet. Luckily the Intermediate 
and Green fleets were already safely ashore. 
Harriet McLachlan was the top girl in Intermediates 
on day 1, and Connor Warner and Benedict 
McKay had a great first day in the Opens.
The sailing started early on Sunday after the 
premature finish on Saturday. The first gun was at 
10am, again with superb conditions of 10-12kts, 
though with a slightly strong (for the Green fleet) 
southerly with a bit of a nip to it, and all sailors 
rugged up.
Stirling McKay showed real class in Green, but 
they all sailed really well and as always learnt a  
lot with time on the water.
A special mention to RSYS sailor Nick Keleher  
in Green fleet. He won the Sportsmanship award 
for pulling out of a race and circling RSYS sailor 
Abby Tattersall in his boat when she was in 
trouble, blowing his whistle to attract the attention 
of the coach boat and staying with her until they 
came over to assist. As a result he didn’t have 
time to finish the race, but that didn’t bother him 
a bit. This fantastic effort was wonderful and  
Nick is highly commended for his great efforts 
and integrity.
In Intermediates, Harriet McLachlan worked hard 
and just held on to her top 10 position, winning 
the trophy for highest placed female sailor, with 
Ben Tattersall, siaters Maddie and Kate Atkinson 
showing great improvement and good results 
from their hard work. They will be a real threat in 
future regattas.
In Opens our team worked hard for some mixed 
results. Brothers Benedict and Spencer McKay 
showed their class and experience and were  
the top RSYS sailors at the end of the weekend, 
congratulations to them. 
Many thanks to Gosford Sailing Club who ran a 
great regatta and were terrific hosts. The location, 
management and organisation could not be 
faulted. 
The summer season finishes soon, and then  
we move to winter training, the East Coast 
Championships in June and State Youths in 
September. The Squadron looks forward to 
hosting a Travellers Trophy Regatta for the  
Optis in late August.
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Otto Henry at the  
NSW Laser Metros.

Opti State 
Championship in 
Gosford.



24 Barranjoey Pin  
Recipient

by Gordon Lavery

We continue our series of profiles on Squadron 
Members who have been awarded a Barranjoey 
Pin by Australian Sailing for their achievements  
at Olympic or World Championship level. 
Neville Wittey 
Barranjoey Pin number 147
Awarded for Olympic team selection, Sydney 
2000, World Championships.
Neville Wittey’s channelling of test cricketer Merv 
Hughes’ moustache sets him apart from most 
RSYS Members. Now, like Merv, he’s added 
sailing’s equivalent of a Baggy Green Cap to  
his trophy cabinet.
‘Nev’ is one of the most versatile sailors going 
around. That’s a very deliberate move on his part. 
His has a philosophy of ‘Sail whatever you can 
whenever you can,’ based on his belief from early 
days that by sailing as many different boats as he 
could get his hands on, he’d build the broadest 
possible sailing knowledge.
Nev’s memories are of an early life in Melbourne, 
following his dad on to a boat... any boat… any 
day. In 1966 the family moved to Burraneer Bay 
in Sydney and within a couple of weeks he had 
‘purloined’ a neighbour’s rowboat, rigged it with  
a mast, lashed on an oar as a rudder and set out 
on his own adventures. That stunt embarrassed 
his parents into buying a VJ for the princely sum 
of $40 (‘We were robbed’) and his sailing career 
was officially launched.

Move on a few years – at age 11 Nev was at the 
RSYS looking for a ride on a Dragon. Spending a 
winter with a Skarsten scraper under the deck of 
a family friend’s boat earned him an introduction 
to Dragon owner Allan Jarman, the first of several 
sailing mentors he encountered over the years. 
‘What an opportunity for me. I was so lucky to 
sail with someone so experienced on such a 
brilliant type of boat.’
The ferry and train trip home to the Shire was 
often a cold, wet experience, prompting Nev to 
find an after-school job to get money to buy wet 
weather gear. His first wets were from Marlin –  
the company for which he later became National 
Sales Manager. 
For his 17th birthday Nev’s parents bought him  
a Laser called Little Demon. He successfully and 
competitively sailed Lasers right through to 1993 
when he was second in the World Masters.
Along the way, in 1988 Nev became the world’s 
youngest international umpire and judge. He 
thought he’d set a career direction but didn’t 
count on the determination of a club Commodore 
in need of a skipper.
In 1993 Nev was booked to umpire the Nations 
Cup event hosted by the Royal Prince Edward 
Yacht Club in Sydney where he was also a 
member. The Commodore, John Stuart-Duff 
strongly encouraged him to race instead for the 
club but he refused as he was the only inter-
national umpire present. According to Nev, the 
Commodore, undeterred and unbeknownst to 
him, entered him in the event and told him less 
than a week before the start. Nev accepted the 
challenge, met his crew on the Saturday, sailed  
a J24 for the first time that day and won NSW 
selection.
Two weeks later he won the national selection 
trials and then came second in the regional heats 
in Singapore. At the finals in Holland he won a 
silver medal after despatching the reigning world 
Match Race champion in the semi-final. This was 
his first sailing experience at Match Racing. 
At that point Nev thought ‘I might be alright at 
this’, changed direction and began to forge his 
international Match Racing career in events such 
as the Congressional Cup and the Australia Cup.
Prior to the 1995 America’s Cup, Syd Fischer 
asked Nev to steer Sydney 95 but he was unable 

Neville Wittey



25to accept the offer due to business commitments, 
although he was planning to attend the event 
later as an umpire.
After the first AC round robin, Syd was on the 
phone again, dropping the bombshell that he’d 
fired the skipper and wanted Nev to steer the 
boat. He resigned from umpiring and skippered 
Sydney 95 for the next three round robins until 
the boat was eliminated. He describes it as an 
‘exhilarating and tremendous experience.’
A ten year international Match Racing career 
ensued including wins in the Sayonara Cup  
and the Lipton Cup in the US – basically the  
US keelboat championship, racing against the 
likes of Dennis Connor and his cohort. 
Prior to that time, Nev tried to qualify for the  
1992 Games in a Soling. He won the Nationals 
but finished fourth in the trials and did not qualify. 
However the combination of that campaign and 
his America’s Cup experience taught Nev how to 
organise a successful, targeted programme for 
future Olympic success. 
Concurrently, Nev started coaching Youth sailors 
at the Squadron, and on their first day of sailing, 
identified David Edwards and Joshua Grace  
as having the tenacity and enthusiasm to be 
champions. David and Josh crewed for Nev  
on his Yngling and later, with the support of  
our Club, started a two-boat championship 
programme which ultimately ended in a one-two 
finish at the 1996 Yngling Worlds.
With Ynglings not being a recognised class for 
the 2000 Games, fate again intervened in the 
shape of Sir James Hardy who pulled Nev aside 
one day and told him he needed to be in a Soling. 
With Sir James’ help and sponsorship from a 
communications company, Nev was able to put 
together a Soling campaign for the Games with 
Dave and Josh as his crew.
Nev can’t speak highly enough of Sir James’ 
unsolicited kindness, generosity and support 
during this period. It gave him the confidence to 
understand that if you commit to a project and 
commit to training, there is a strong chance it  
will be successful. ‘You realise there are people 
around that might support you. They were saying, 
“Mate, you’ve got an opportunity that we can’t 
buy. Go and do it and money will come, you will 
survive,” and that was the case. I think people  
like Sir James and other Club Members are so 
important for our sport because they give you 
the confidence to believe in yourself and take  
the plunge.’
Sailing at the 2000 Games was a unique 
experience for Nev, possibly not experienced by 
many, if any, other Olympic sailors. He was able 
to compete in his home Games, on his home 

harbour, out of his home club with a crew from 
his home club while living at that home club! 
After the Games, and a 10 year team relationship, 
Nev, Josh and David parted ways. They’d been  
a rarity in yachting, unchanged as a team for a 
decade with numerous World Championship 
successes and Olympic selection. But they’d set 
a firm ‘use by’ date of post 2000.
Post 2000, Nev continued on the World Match 
Racing circuit, successfully coached Jeanne-
Claude Strong (a fellow Club Member) in Yngling 
and Etchells classes as well as other elite teams 
and sailors.  
Nev appreciates the backing of RSYS in his 
career, especially during the Olympics. There  
was a bit of friction around the move to modern 
sponsorship, but issues were resolved and  
our Club’s involvement in the Games proved a 
catalyst for a more prominent role at international 
level, building expertise and facilities that can 
successfully host international racing events.
Following the awarding of the Barrenjoey Pin,  
Nev has returned to coaching talented young 
sailors at our Club – a job that makes his eyes 
shine when he talks about it. And he’s still 
spotting talent. Having decided at short notice to 
contest the 2019 Etchells Milson Silver Goblets, 
one night of phone calls produced three junior 
sailors – Etchells novices – who went on to come 
within two points of winning the event. ‘They are 
hooked,’ says Nev.
‘Being a Barranjoey Pin recipient not only raises 
the profile of sailors. It encourages all those 
awarded to become proactive and pass on  
their knowledge and experience or provide 
opportunities to young sailors and the next 
generation of Olympians.’
Looking to the future, Nev is most passionate 
about preserving the integrity of the sport of 
sailing. ‘We are largely the only unpoliced sport 
that I can think of, outside of Match Racing and 
Teams Racing.’ Once we start a race here we are 
trusted to be honest, to have integrity, to look  
out for each other, and I think we are so, so lucky 
to have that. I can’t think of another competitive 
sport that has this trust. This is the essence of 
our sport.’ 
Nev’s parting words after our chat: ‘It’s not the 
talent, it’s the passion. If you are committed,  
you’ll find a way. If you’re not, you’ll find an 
excuse. I’m continuing to look forward to giving 
back to the sport that I love so dearly.’
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METROPOLITAN 
Duncan, Margaret E M Hodgkinson R S Mountstephen
Arnheim, Richard R Wall J M Farrell
Walker, Colin M G Bowen R J Simkin
Coutts, Alice G A Madsen G A Payne
Pople, Dennis I M Kindred C C Smith
Boyd, Susan J A Randall B A Bursill
Rooney, Giles M J Delaney P T Hemery
Parker, Nicole J J Hammond R M Hammond
Hung, Philip A M Hicks Captain K D Gojnich
Hertzberg, Margery G M Slattery J J Taylor
Morton, John A F Reece B Riddell
Ardern, Brett C P Harper D C Thompson
Hill, Christine J F Wischer B B O’Connor
Dixon, Catriona V L Morris D A Manning
Wymond, Bruce Captain K D Gojnich R Kornman
Reblin, Kirstin Captain K D Gojnich D P Edwards
Birkhold, Nicolette Captain K D Gojnich A M Hicks
White, Lesley R M Hammond J J Hammond
Cameron, Murray A G C Anderson R M McMinn
Gilbert, Noela Commodore R C Chapman P Sheldrick
ABSENTEE
Ridley, John T S Court B D Gould
INTERMEDIATE:
Freemantle, Alistair H M Tilly S J Wubben
AFFILIATE
Rooney, Michelle M J Delaney P T Hemery
Ward, Antony J L Brooks D B Kellett AM
Smith, Sarah G A Madsen S B Proud
Fogg, Kerri D J Minns P Clitheroe AM
Zivanovic, Sherida K J Allardice D J Wright
Coutts, Graham G A Madsen G A Payne
Parker, Philip J J Hammond R M Hammond
Sturtz, Kylie C P Harper D C Thompson
Penfold, Sally Captain K D Gojnich R Kornman
Gojnich, John Commodore R C Chapman I G Murray AM
Grundy, Caroline R B Taylor I Clarke
Ridley, Lydia T S Court B D Gould
Kornman, Vicki A Metcalf Captain K D Gojnich
Vaughan, Janet W T Wright A E Hartley
YOUTH:
Raftesath, Emily S P Kevans R H McLachlan
Currie, Bridget R H McLachlan N O’Shea
Currie, Georgia C McKay R Cassidy
Dupont Berry, Siska R H McLachlan N O’Shea
Williams, Jack R H McLachlan N O’Shea
Sim, Jayden R Cassidy C McKay
Garg, Ajay C McKay R Cassidy
Garg, Maya C McKay R Cassidy
Shoosmith, Luke R H McLachlan N O’Shea
Rooney, Lachlan M J Delaney P T Hemery
Rooney, Fraser M J Delaney P T Hemery
Wymond, Lili  Captain K D Gojnich R Kornman
Wymond, Tom Captain K D Gojnich R Kornman

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

New Member Proposer Seconder
The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased members 
listed below: 

de Ferranti, Barry Zani; 
Mills, Robert Patrick; 
Stening, Peter Andrew; 
Adcock OBE,  
Warren David;  
Nicklin, Malcolm Sydney



RSYS Activities 2019 
June to September
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June
Sunday 2 Long Lunch – ‘Yarra Valley’, Carabella Room
Monday 3 Cooking Class #2 – ‘Desserts’, CCA
Tuesday 4 Yoga, Shell Cove
Friday 7 Vivid Dinner & Cruise #2, Carabella Room
Saturday 8 Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
Monday 10 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Tuesday 11 Yoga, Shell Cove Room
Friday 14 Paspaley Month of the Pearl Lunch, Carabella Room
Sunday 16 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Monday 17 Cooking Class #3 – ‘Thai’, CCA
Tuesday 18 Yoga, Shell Cove Room
Wednesday 19 Wine Appreciation & Dinner, CCA/Carabella Room
Friday 21 25+ year Member Lunch, Carabella Room
Sunday 23 Winter Wine Show, Neutral Bay Verandah
Monday 24 Cooking Class #4 – ‘Slow Cooking’, CCA
Tuesday 25 Yoga, Shell Cove Room
 Book Club, Carabella Room
Wednesday 26 Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner, Carabella Room/CCA

July
Monday 1 Cooking Class #5 – ‘French Classics 2’, CCA
Sunday 7 Classic Car & Boat Show, all areas
Friday 12 Bouillabaisse Night, Carabella Room 
Sunday 21 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Tuesday 23 Book Club, Carabella Room
 Wine Masterclass & Dinner – ‘Bordeaux’,  
 CCA/Carabella Room
Wednesday 24 Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner, Carabella Room/CCA
Friday 31 Guest Speaker Dinner – Carabella Room 
 John Newton, Food Writer

August
Friday 2 Guest Speaker Dinner – Carabella Room, Gordon Ingate
Sunday 4 Long Lunch – ‘Pacific NW USA’, Carabella Room
Friday 16 Themed Dinner – ‘Spain’, Carabella Room
Sunday 18 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Wednesday 21 Wine Masterclass & Dinner – ‘SW France’ 
 CCA/Carabella Room
Saturday 24 Commodore’s Ball, Carabella Room
Wednesday 28 Cruising Division Seminar & Dinner, Carabella Room

September
Sunday 1 Father’s Day Lunch, Carabella Room/CCA
Wednesday 4 Guest Speaker Dinner – Carabella Room
 Geraldine Doogue, Journalist 
Sunday 8 Opening Day, All areas
Tuesday 10 Annual General Meeting, Carabella Room
Saturday 14 Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room

Two Presidents at RSYS 
Club Member and President of Australian Sailing, 
Matt Allen, hosted a dinner at the Squadron for 
Kim Andersen, President of World Sailing.  
They were meeting ahead of the International 
Olympics Committee gathering in Brisbane.  
Kim was a past resident of Sydney and has  
many fond memories of his time living here.

Club Life

50th Cruise Prize Giving
Below: Nand V, William Brian Northam Trophy
Bottom: Coco, the New York Yacht Club trophy



Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2019
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Item Price

RSYS branded Zhik sailing gear 

Mens/Ladies Cotton Polo  $90

Long Sleeve Mens/Ladies Dry Polo  $93.50

Hoodie (Women’s only) $126.50

Fleece Vest  $180

Mens/Ladies Kiama Jacket  $295

Mens/Ladies Technical Short  $185

Sailing Visor $26.50

PFD $147

Sailing Gloves $17-$80

Z-Cru Jacket  $195

Other items

V-Neck Jumper  $135

Submariner Jumper $176

Rugby Jersey  $88

Baseball Cap $32

Wide Brim Hat $30

Sunglass Strap $16.50

Striped Belt $59.00

Cufflinks $27.50

Club Silk Tie (Members only) $75.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Squadron History Book Volume 2  $13.50

Burgees in various sizes  $33-92

Squadron Buttons  $7.20-8.50

Members receive a 10% discount on Zhik gear
Prices include GST

All items are available from the RSYS Retail 
Store in the Sailing Office reception area. 

June
Monday 3 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday  6 Rubber Bridge
Monday 10 NO BRIDGE – Queen’s Birthday
Thursday  13 Duplicate Bridge
Monday 17 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday 20 Rubber Bridge
Monday  24 Mixed Bridge
Thursday  27 Duplicate Bridge
July
Monday 1 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday  4 Rubber Bridge –  
  Annual Meeting & Hot Dish Day
Monday  8 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 11 Duplicate Bridge
Monday 15 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday  18 Rubber Bridge
Monday 22 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 25 Duplicate Bridge
Monday  29 Mixed Bridge
August
Thursday  1 Rubber Bridge
Monday  5 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday  8 Duplicate Bridge
Monday  12 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 15 Rubber Bridge
Monday  19 Mixed Bridge – Duplicate
Thursday  22 Duplicate Bridge
Monday  26 Mixed Bridge
Thursday  29 Teams Bridge
Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday  12 June
Wednesday  10 July
Wednesday  14  August
Wednesday  11 September
$65 per person 
Notes on Card Dates:
1. First & Third Thursday – Price $35 includes 
sandwich luncheon. On the First Thursday in July  
2019 a Hot Dish will be served in place of the  
sandwich luncheon. Price $45.
The Annual Meeting will be held on 4th July 2019.  
2. Second & Fourth Thursdays – Price $35  
includes sandwich luncheon.
3. Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday after-
noons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings should be 
made by Friday of the preceding week and where 
possible in pairs to facilitate play. All welcome. First  
& Third Mondays – Price $20 includes supervision. 
Second & Fourth Mondays – Price $10.
4. Members wishing to make permanent bookings  
for 2019 are requested to complete the special form  
for this purpose, available from the reception desk.



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11.30am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.
Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 
Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171.
The Dining Room
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.
Squadron Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month for Lunch from 12.30pm and quarterly  
on Saturdays for dinner at 6.30pm.
Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.
Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  
The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 9am until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.
Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 
Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  
Neutral Bay Verandah
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of an adult Member are 
welcome during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.
This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.
Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.
All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 
Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars.  
SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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Sayonara Cup: Whimsical and Karabos IX under spinnaker. Photo Penny Conacher.


