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1From the Helm

by Commodore  
Richard Chapman

The 2017-18 summer sailing season has drawn 
to a close, and I would like to congratulate  
all placegetters in the season point scores.  
The Squadron’s Saturday Club racing drew a 
strong fleet with 90 boats competing across the 
five divisions. Twilight racing continued to be 
extremely popular with 134 entries for the Audi 
Alto Artarmon/Alto Land Rover Friday Twilights 
and 37 entries for the Paspaley Tuesday Twilight 
Series. Our Youth sailors have done well with  
four qualifying for the next ISAF Youth Worlds. 
The ever-popular Annual Squadron Cruise 
attracted 45 boats, both racers and cruisers.  
Our season ended on a high note when RSYS 
Flag Officers competed against RNZYS to win  
the Trans-Tasman Challenge.
The summer sailing season may be over,  
but the winter season is well under way, with 
approximately 96 yachts entered in the now 
established Combined Clubs series with  
RANSA, SASC, RPEYC and MHYC.
During the winter, the Squadron is open for 
business as usual, and there are plenty of reasons 
to visit your Club: the new winter menus in the 

The RSYS Trans-
Tasman Team from  
l to r: John Taylor, 
Russell Taylor, David 
Ward, Christian Brook, 
Geoff Davidson, 
Commodore Richard 
Chapman, Marcus 
Burke, Ross Littlewood, 
Paul Thackray and 
Anthony Armstrong.

Carabella Room and Careening Cove Anchorage 
and exciting new events for Members and their 
guests to enjoy such as Wine Masterclasses, 
themed dinners, speaker events, Bridge, Book 
Club and Chef’s popular cooking classes. The 
Commodore’s Ball will be held on Saturday  
25 August – it’s a great night and the perfect 
opportunity to celebrate the end of winter and 
welcome in the start of the summer sailing 
season. There are many events to suit every 
taste, so please invite family and friends and 
make the Squadron your destination of choice.
This time last year, your General Committee 
relaunched the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron 
Foundation with the aim of raising funds to  
enable our Club to grow and prosper without 
putting undue pressure on Members’ annual 
subscriptions or expose us to the burden of 
further borrowing. May I remind you that these 
contributions are tax-deductible, as that time  
of the year approaches. If you would like further 
information on the Foundation or its projects, 
please contact either myself or our CEO William 
Pettigrew.



2 Chinese Whisper  
smashes Melbourne to 
Osaka Race Record

by Greg O’Shea

Rupert Henry’s offer to compete on Chinese 
Whisper was too good to refuse. The Melbourne 
to Osaka Yacht Race is the longest ocean race  
in the world, with the exception of the circum-
navigation races. Adding to the challenges 
created by the huge distance of 5500NM are  
that it is a two-handed race, competitors must 
endure the hardships of an equator crossing,  
the Doldrum latitudes, and the frontal latitudes  
of both hemispheres. The physical, emotional, 
navigational and technical challenges were huge, 
especially when attempting the race in a 62ft 
grand prix race yacht that had the potential either 
to break the race record or destroy the two men 
sailing her in the attempt.
Once we had decided to do it, the hard work 
started. We had to convert a boat crewed by  
18 people into a two-handed boat that was safe, 
functional and ultimately wouldn’t burn us out. 
Rupert did an amazing job literally converting the 
boat into an IMOCA 60 (think Hugo Boss). The 
key changes were built around systems and 
ergonomics. To this end, we added two electric 
winches for hoisting sails and reefing, torsional 
headstays, furling headsails including a massive 
(220m2) masthead genoa, a staysail for heavy 
weather sailing, an upgrade of all instrumentation 
and a large spray dodger for protection from the 
elements. 

Top: Arriving at the 
dock in Osaka
Above: Rupert Henry 
with the Melbourne 
to Osaka double-
handed Yacht Race 
Perpetual trophy for 
PHS division
Photos by Eiji 
Kurokawa.

For this edition of the race, Race Management 
decided to run a staggered start which meant  
we started 17 days after the first boat and seven 
after the main fleet. The logic behind this was to 
get the fleet to arrive in Osaka at a similar time. 
As it turned out Cyclone Iris had something to say 
and sent the majority of the fleet in to Southport 
as the RO decided to allow yachts to seek refuge 
from the extreme conditions. 
As we were the last starter we managed to sail a 
route that enabled us to hug the edge of Iris and 
blast our way up the Queensland coast. From 
Brisbane up, we had up to 40kts of wind, three 
reefs, staysail and sitting on 20+kts. It was some 
of the most exhilarating and scary sailing I have 
done. Add the fact that there were only two of  
us on the boat, and the adrenalin was flowing. 
Unfortunately, Phillippe, our trusted auto helm, 
was struggling to cope with the huge seas, so we 
ran a watch system of two hours on, two hours 
off, hand steering for the next 48 hours. 
We had a great run up to the Solomon Islands, 
managing to get there in six days which was 
about the same time as it took the Volvo Ocean 
Race guys. The Solomon Sea gave us a reality 
check. Rupert and I had literally high-fived each 
other about how well we had sailed the first part 
of the race when Murphy hit. The breeze decided 
to swing to the north and blow at 20kts all just on 
dusk. While we were frantically furling the headsail, 
putting up the staysail and reefing, we heard a 
large bang on the bow. Bob stay gone… and the 
shoulders started to slouch/hands on hips.
For those of you that grew up with a show called 
McIver, Rupert is the next best thing. His ability  
to think calmly through a problem, develop a 
solution and execute was phenomenal. Within  
48 hours, once the weather abated, we had a 
new bob stay and were back to big running sails. 
Smiles were back on our faces!
The Doldrums proved to be an interesting 
transition zone, and we were determined to stay 
as far east as we could to reduce the distance 
the Doldrums spread and take advantage of  
the coming nor’east trade winds. Luckily we 
managed to get through in about 36 hours. We 
literally parked up for eight hours – all sails down 
and both crew sleeping solidly. The rain squalls 
were amazing during the day but at night they 
were downright scary – our anxiety levels were 



The finish line couldn’t come soon enough and 
we were both elated to have crossed the line  
first, smashed the race record and looking good 
in all handicap classes. Seeing our families on a 
supporter boat was a wonderful feeling and we 
couldn’t wait to get ashore.
In this brief article it is easy to gloss over the  
trials and tribulations that 21 days of two- 
handed ocean racing delivers. It was the hardest 
emotional and physical challenge that I have 
encountered. The north-south race course means 
that a weather pattern transition zone occurs 
every few days, so there really is no time to settle 
into a regular pattern of sailing before another five 
degrees of latitude passes, and the mode must 
change.
I would like to thank Rupert for the opportunity  
to do this once in a life time adventure, Race 
Management and my family for their ongoing 
support.
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Chinese Whisper  
at the start
Photo Ian 
MacWilliams.

high. You constantly had this feeling, ‘What next?’ 
Thankfully for us it was the nor’east trades, 12kts 
of boat speed and back to being wet.
The approach in to Japan was always going to  
be tricky. The Kuroshio Current runs up to four 
kts as you approach Osaka Bay. You want to be 
approaching the bay from the south western side 
and this was our focus. We had a real challenge 
getting depth towards the west as we fell out  
of the trades and the wind lightened and lifted  
us. The three days leading up to the finish were 
exhausting, with numerous spinnaker peels and 
overall changes to the sail plan. 
Entering Osaka Bay, we had the A3 (flat 
spinnaker) and full main and doing 13-15kts 
straight for the mark. An hour later the breeze 
died and we were floating around going no-
where. The last eight miles took us six hours  
and involved lots of gybes and a fair bit of  
anger management. 
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The Annual Cruise set off in glorious April weather 
in a light sou’easter and relatively benign seas, 
accompanied by 19 boats of the Cruising Division 
silently gliding up the coast in the presence of the 
racing fleet of some 26 boats. 
The first offshore race finished in good time on  
a balmy Saturday afternoon, after which the  
fleet of 45 vessels congregated at Hallets Beach 
for the traditional welcoming barbecue. From 
where I stood behind the tables, I estimated 
about 180 to 200 people were consuming an 
inordinate quantity of sausages and buns. It was 
a wonderfully relaxed gathering, and we were 
able to welcome old friends and newcomers to 
the Cruise with a sunset that was hard to beat.

Squadron Cruise: 
an event of two 
halves 

by Arthur Psaltis

The highlights for me this year included spending 
two days in Smiths Creek in absolutely sublime 
conditions where we were able to trial the 
inaugural stand-up paddle board championship. 
Although there wasn’t an official winner, I think 
Doug Sturrock and Don Swanson certainly 
figured highly in the honours. I also enjoyed  
the Galley Gourmet Challenge – some fantastic 
dishes were concocted – read on for details. 
It will take a long time to forget Pinta Bay on 
Wednesday morning when Lachlan Taylor of 
CoCo led a deeply moving ANZAC service, 
playing his haunting bagpipes from the stern of 
The Count in front of a raft of 36 boats. It was  
a partly misty and cold morning and gave rise  
to a genuinely very special moment. 
The inshore racing on Sunday and Tuesday  
were again characterised by light conditions. 
It’s wonderful to watch the various designs, 
shapes and sizes of boats fight it out tooth and 
nail for the trophies, despite the fact that most  
are burdened with sufficient provisions to be  
able to sail the whole east coast! Let’s just say 
competition is alive and well at the Squadron.

Photography by  
Paul Barbour,  
Graeme Kennedy, 
Kylie Wilson, Rene 
Chapman and 
Lachlan Taylor.



John Hancox once again led the Cruising Division 
with aplomb, organising this ever-increasing 
community of 19 Boats. Please see John’s report 
on the next page.
Regrettably, the second half of the cruise did not 
go according to plan. The delightful weather of 
the first half failed us somewhat from Thursday 
onwards, and accordingly the committee, after 
considerable consultation and a final word from 
Roger Badham, decided that the best interests  
of the Cruise would be served in transferring  
the fleet down to Sugarloaf Bay on Wednesday 
afternoon. It was disappointing not to be able  
to have a second running of the pizza night at 
KMYC, but I’m sure we will be able to prevail 
upon their hospitality next year. 
Sugarloaf Bay on Thursday night celebrated its 
own pizza night, preceded by a cocktail hour on 
the back of Into the Mystic and Phoebe which 
was well attended by a number of our fellow 
cruisers. There are many lessons to be learned 
from our experience, and the committee is 
working towards improving the Cruise for next 
year, particularly with regard to inclement weather. 
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6 Squadron Cruise: an 
event of two halves  
Continued

Top: The new Cruise 
Captain John Taylor 
(right) with Richard 
Lawson. 
Centre: Anitra V
Above: Solveig II
Top Right: Viva
Right: Out of the Blue.

Cruising Group by John Hancox
Nineteen yachts and Motor Vessels entered as 
Cruising boats for the cruise but many of those 
were ’hotels’ for crew on racing boats. This left 
seven ‘cruisers’ and 18 crew who participated 
in the main event of the cruising calendar: lunch 
at the Patonga Pub. The perfect weather for that 
event on Sunday afternoon attracted a huge 
crowd from the surrounding villages but the food 
was excellent and worthy of the long wait to get 
tables and order. Our lesson for next year will be 
to select a week day to avoid such a huge crowd.
Lunch at the Cottage Point Kiosk on Tuesday 
lay day saw just three people attend but the big 
crowd was just around the corner at the Cottage 
Point Inn. The Kiosk provided great value as the 
food was excellent and the outlook superb in 
such cracking weather. We are indeed fortunate 
to have such an amazing cruising waterway so 
close to Sydney.
When the Cruise was suddenly curtailed due 
to the forecast southerly change, the cruisers 
headed home concurrently with the racing fleet. 
About 12 racing and cruising boats sheltered 
in Sugarloaf Bay for Wednesday and Thursday 
nights for informal get-togethers before returning 
to their respective anchorages on the Friday.
In summary, a successful and relaxing experience 
that helped our Members make new friends. 

As a result, the racing competition was  
shortened to two offshore and two inshore  
races. Congratulations to Ken Hudson of Viva  
for winning the offshore series and also the  
Alan Payne Trophy. 
Thanks to Rob Ridley and his crew of Kylie 
Wilsom, Scott Griffiths and Paul Barbour for their 
coordination of logistics which is always seamless 
and much appreciated. I would also like to thank 
the Squadron Cruise Committee who have been 
tireless in providing important counsel in the 
course of planning the Cruise. Thank you again 
Committee; it has been a pleasure acting as  
your Captain for the Cruise over the last two 
years and I look forward now to handing over  
and supporting John Taylor who will be the 
Captain for the 50th cruise in 2019.
DIVISION 3 
Anitra V, Philip Brown 1st Inshore pointscore 
Bob Tinning Trophy
Rapunzel, Richard & Sandy Lawson  
2nd Offshore series
Out of the Blue, John van Ogtrop  
3rd Offshore pointscore
DIVISION 2 
Coco, Russell Taylor 1st Inshore pointscore 
Windsong Trophy

As You Do, Ross Littlewood  
2nd Inshore pointscore
Viva, Ken Hudson 1st Offshore pointscore 
The Alan Payne Trophy
DIVISION 1 
Solveig II, David McLean 1st Inshore pointscore 
The New York Yacht Club Trophy
‘Sprit of the Cruise’ Award 
Julian Farren-Price, William Brian Northam Trophy
Coursemaster ‘Nav-Est’ Competition 
One More-No More, Ian Guanaria, 
1st place offshore 
Margaret Rintoul, Bruce Gould,  
1st Place inshore 
Crossword 
Hell Razer, Ian MacDiarmid,  
The Cruise Crossword
Duchess, Peter Hamilton, The Daily Crosswords



7

Top: Artichoke and 
Pesto Tart
Above: Deconstructed 
Dark and Stormy 
Banoffee pie
Left: Whole Jewfish 
Tarator.

Galley Gourmet Challenge  
by Trish Stanley and Sue Swanson
This year’s Cruise programme saw the Entrée, 
Main and Dessert sections of the Challenge 
judged on the first lay day in the beautiful 
environment of Smiths Creek. After watching 
the entertainment of the stand-up paddle board 
races, the GGC entrants settled down to spend 
the afternoon cooking. As the boats were spread 
all around Smiths Creek, the judges used tenders 
to jump between the competitors.
The Canapé judging was scheduled for the 
afternoon of ANZAC Day, again on the beach 
in Refuge Bay. Unfortunately this had to be 
cancelled as bad weather caused the Cruise  
to be cut short and most boats returned to 
Sydney that day.
Judges Sue and Mandy Biffin, who has an 
extensive background in the food industry as a 
food stylist and cook book guru, were most ably 
assisted by Annie Richardson and Pia Hattersley 
who did a wonderful job of photographing and 
note taking as well as tasting.
Competition was as fierce as ever with once 
again the newbies on their first cruise, Gary and 
Margaret Kirkman on Gunwana taking out first 
prize in the Main course and runner up in the 
Dessert categories. We loved that they served 
Jewfish in Smiths Creek where they are the  
local catch. 
It was wonderful to see so many regular 
competitors back again this year, and GGC 
stalwart Tula absolutely nailed the brief in both 
the Entrée and Dessert categories. Gudrun 
Resnekov’s artichoke and pesto tart, complete 
with the most delicious pastry, made on board 
and rolled out with a bottle of rum as a rolling 
pin was a standout and James’ Deconstructed 
Dark and Stormy Banoffee pie (there’s that rum 
again!) was a narrow win over its competitors. 
Crackerjack, Ticket of Leave, Willyama and The 
Count all produced strong competition but the 
winners are to be congratulated on producing 
dishes which were original, beautifully presented, 
tasted divine and were appropriate to serve on  
a boat. 
Bribes were notably, and rather sadly, at an all-
time low this year – or has everyone just worked 

Entrée
Winner  
Tula: Artichoke Heart and Pesto Tart
Runner Up 
The Count: Smoked Trout salad with Salsa Verde
Main Course
Winner 
Gunwana: Whole Jewfish Tarator
Runner Up 
Willyama: Garlic Beef Fillet with Red Wine Jus
Dessert 
Winner 
Tula: Deconstructed Dark and Stormy  
Banoffee pie
Runner Up 
Gunwana: Chocolate Ripple Log

out that we accept the bribes enthusiastically but 
don’t necessarily follow through with the prizes…
Congratulations to the winners and runners 
up. Your recipes will be posted on the Cruising 
website for all to enjoy. We also look forward 
to tasting Gary and Margaret’s Whole Jewfish 
Tarator which will be offered as a special in the 
Careening Cove Anchorage on one Friday, one 
Tuesday and one Cruising dinner in November.
On behalf of the Cruise Committee, we would 
like to thank all the entrants for making this year’s 
event so much fun. We particularly appreciate the 
judges’ efforts for donating their impressive skills 
and making to the GGC so successful.   
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Team Magpie set about being at the top of the 
Etchells class just over four years ago. In that 
time we have taken out a few State titles, the 
Australasian Championship, been runners up  
at the Worlds, and for the last three years, the 
Australian Champions as well. 
Yet the goal has always been a World title, and 
with the Brisbane Fleet playing host for 2018,  
we are truly committed to going one better. 
Before that, we plan to become back-to-back 
champions at Mooloolaba. In between that and 
Brisbane in October, we will do one regatta in the 
USA or UK, as well as continue our solid training 
regime over the winter.
The primary attribute required with sailing is to 
stay focussed on your job. It really is the secret  
to good execution. Many things have moved on 
from when I was campaigning for the Olympics  
in the Soling and also won the Etchells World 
Championship back in 1999. Not the least of 

which, as we mature, is that our bodies do 
require different treatment now.
Not only is it about hard work out on the water, 
but also in the gym, or on the road with a bike, as 
Steve Jarvin is so fond of doing. He cycles every 
day to stay on top and is still very strong. Perhaps 
he gains extra motivation from having to compete 
against his own son these days! 
We have each raised the bar as regards our  
own preparation to account for the passage of 
time. Having a routine is very important and this 
extends to everything. For example, I do our food 
– lunches are a big factor. We have chicken and 
beef, not sandwiches, and for the Worlds we got 
a chef so that we were properly fed and watered 
(the H2O variety only), and then off to sleep.
The hardest thing now is to keep the body going. 
We have physiotherapy or a massage whenever 
we can just so we can keep the body as close as 
to Day One, when we’re racing on Day Seven! 

James Mayo, Steve 
Jarvin and Graeme 
Taylor win the  
2017 Australasian 
Championship.  
Photo Alex McKinnon.

An Ambitious  
Goal Requires an 
Audacious Plan

by James Mayo
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Magpie heads back 
upwind as the fleet 
comes down to the 
windward gate during 
the 2018 Australian 
Championship off 
Fremantle. Photo  
Ron Jensen.

Part of this is also about having the base where  
I can get an ice bath, eat the right food and get 
into a nice bed. 
I can assure you I am completely spent for 10 
days after each and every regatta now. To ensure 
we can maintain the programme, we do strength 
and conditioning up to three times a week and 
sometimes more.
So if that is the preparation and maintenance of 
the sailors, then it is Richie Allanson who looks 
after the boat in collaboration with us. He’s  
the one who puts the wheels on the spinnaker 
halyard, services the cam cleats, tweaks the 
layout, so as to make it all the smoother and 
allow us to execute our manoeuvres better.  
Of course Richie is often on board for regattas 
when Steve cannot make it.
For the last 12 months we have also had the 
fortune to have Jeanne-Claude Strong, Seve 
Jarvin, Marcus Burke and Tiana Wittey as our 
training partners. It is also a great benefit to have 
Nev Wittey’s insights as JC’s coach, at which he 
performs superbly. Iain Murray is another person 
we benefit from sailing against, and with his new 
boat, he is sure to offer even more drive and 
intensity into the whole equation, based on his 
current results.
The next element is our combined experience 
and this helps us to be consistent. It is about  

the planning, preparation, dedication and the 
skills required to drive a team forward. Out on  
the water we are a team and understand that 
everyone brings different aspects. Once back 
ashore we relax, have a short debrief and  
then time off. Remember at this point that the  
acronym TEAM means ‘Together Everyone 
Achieves More’. 
We are a very quiet boat and all activities are 
considered and deliberated before execution.  
I focus on our tactics downhill, Graeme Taylor is  
an incredible helmer and he is so confident with 
his boat on boat stuff. ‘GT’ is also marvellous  
at supporting us and really making us think with  
all the decisions we make. It is simply wonderful 
to watch. Steve Jarvin is an incredible tactician 
uphill with unbelievable recall on all conditions 
and how it should be set up. Richie is a crafts-
man, and his knowledge of sails from all those 
years with North Sails comes to the fore out on 
the water.
Finally then, you do need to relax into your 
programme, trust yourselves, and just focus  
on enjoying the time and the racing. Do this by 
concentrating on your own job to the best of  
your ability whilst supporting your teammates  
to bring out best in them. I’ll leave you with this 
from Andrew Palfrey, ‘Simply focus on the job at 
hand, and the right outcome will look after itself!’



1 December 2017: The wind at the airport is 
blowing at 47kts but out here on the unprotected 
waters of Adelaide Bay, within sight of the Lady 
Barron township on remote Flinders Island, it feels 
like 60kts or more.
Now and then a stronger gust strikes, and the 
heavy mooring chain snaps taut and my new 
boat quivers from bow to stern. The wind 
screams through the rigging and pummels the 
side of the wheelhouse; the bay is all whitewater 
and spume. All my crew – Peter George and 
Ashley Smith and I can do is hope our mooring 
holds, and I push to the back of my mind that 
we’re in an area notorious for shipwrecks.
Some months earlier, I’d sold my beautiful 1937 
timber gaff rigger and embarked on a search for  
a different type of vessel. I finally found exactly 
what I wanted except the boat was in Tasmania. 
It is La Valette, a Halvorsen Gowland 31. 

10 A Rare Halvorsen  
Gowland Motor Sailer  
returns to Sydney

by Tony Eastley

20 November: Before departing, we fill up the 
400l fuel tank, the 200l water tank and put a 
rented life raft on board. 
21 November: With crew aboard, we depart 
RTYC at 0755hrs and soon set sail in 10 to 
15kts. A broad reach to the Iron Pot. I’m a little 
nervous, skippering my new boat in unknown 
waters.
Luckily, my good mates Peter and Ashley have 
sailed to Tasmania before. Their calm advice 
proves invaluable.
Over our shoulders Mt Wellington still looms, 
sentinel-like and surprisingly close, reminding  
us just how much further we must travel.
We overnight at Dunalley and by 0800hrs the 
next morning we’re on our way north, winding our 
way, passing by Little Chinaman Bay, Blackman 
Head and then into Marion Bay. 
At 1120hrs we pick up the Marine Tasmania 
mooring at Coles Bay.
By now it is evident the approaching southerly 
front will blow out after a day or two. It might  
get us to Flinders Island, maybe not. Another 
system, a nasty one, is forming west of Victoria, 
and Melbourne is being told to batten down.
Flinders Island is somewhere all three of us have 
wanted to visit but examination of the cruising 
notes is very sobering. Reefs and wrecks abound.
26 November: Ashley is boiling water and 
sterilising his ’instruments’ as he prepares to 
remove 12 surgical stitches from my chest. 
Weeks earlier, the skin specialist had removed a 
basal cell carcinoma and sewn me up, reminding 
me not to leave it too long before I had the 
stitches removed. Weather delays intervened  
and the deadline has come and gone, so enter 
’Doctor’ Ashley. But Ashley’s nail clippers are  
a poor substitute for proper surgical scissors  
and after some prodding and probing we close 
down the ’theatre’ and all have a drink.
We now have another reason to visit Flinders 
Island.
We motor 10NM to Passage Beach on the far 
southern tip of the Freycinet Peninsula where we 
catch fish and investigate an old yacht wrecked 
on the white sandy beach.
Sunday evening at 2115hrs we weigh anchor.  
By early Tuesday morning we are looking at the 

Above: La Valette at 
Constitution Dock
Right: Patient with  
‘Doctor’ Smith.



on the hill behind Lady Barron, we finally say 
goodbye to the reefs, delights and dangers of 
Flinders Island.
On ESE and SSE we sail and motor sail to Eden, 
then onto Bermagui. In the New Year La Valette  
is finally ‘home’, back where she was built by 
Halvorsen Gowland at West Wyong in 1976.
The fuel consumption for the entire Tassie trip 
was about 200l – over 70 hours of engine 
running; about three litres an hour for the old 
Mercedes 40hp.
In the passage from Hobart to Sydney I’d learnt  
a lot about my new boat and I knew I’d made the 
right decision in buying my fat little motor sailer. 
She didn’t put a foot wrong. I’m not sure if I’ll ever 
do another Hobart to Sydney, or vice versa, but 
never say never…

difficult approaches to Lady Barron. The chart  
is daunting enough but when you see the  
white water breaking on to the reefs to port and 
starboard, it gives you a sense of what the early 
mariners faced in the days of square riggers and 
sextants. We arrive at Lady Barron at 1000hrs 
and Adelaide Bay is a sparkling saucer topped  
by an azure sky.
Within an hour I am on my way to Whitemark 
hospital to have my stitches removed.
The weather is sunny and warm but forecasts  
are still warning of a deep low forming west of 
Victoria, expected to bring gale force winds and 
torrential rain. Our barometer is dropping.
1 December: By 1630hrs heavy rain washes 
across our deck and the wind picks up.
Saturday morning and there are long trails of 
spume stretching as far as the eye can see. The 
wind howls and shrieks in the rigging. During the 
night the winds were over 50kts. The heavy duty 
MAST mooring is stretched out across the water.
It was a sad old Sunday on a bucking boat with 
no way to make even a cuppa. (The gas has  
run out.) Late afternoon and the conditions have 
eased and Ashley goes ashore to pick up a new 
gas bottle. By late evening, the bay is its earlier 
self; we prepare for Bass Strait. 
At 0830hrs we leave our MAST mooring that’s 
done its job so well. I’m convinced no anchor 
would have kept us safe in the wild conditions. 
With the sails up and the engine on as a 
precaution, we pick our way out through the 
maze of reefs. Leaving this port can be just as 
daunting as arriving. Billy Goat reef – a giant area 
of whitewater, tumbling and spewing skywards  
is visible on our portside. Minutes later on the 
starboard side and ahead we can see the big 
rolling swells crashing onto Dick Davey Shoal. 
With great relief we pick up the lead markers on 
Great Dog Island. With them aligned, we can  
find our way out. There, off port, is another big 
breaking reef, Pot Boil shoal, and further out  
to starboard, Vansittart Shoal. The map warns: 
‘Breaks Heavily’. At Pot Boil shoal there are  
walls of green water, several metres high breaking 
and peeling away to the right; a surfer’s delight 
perhaps but as a yachtsman it is a fearsome 
sight. After 10NM of nervous piloting and carefully 
following the leads on Big Dog island and others 

Top: Tony Eastley, 
Peter George and 
Ashley Smith with 
wreck on Passage 
Beach
Above: Trouser Point, 
Flinders Island.
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Estate Master crew 
holds her lead at the 
Nationals 
Photos by Farr 40 
Media.

The Estate Master 
crew straight after 
winning the Nationals.

The Estate Master team on HillPDA Racing has 
just come off winning our second consecutive 
Farr 40 National Championship (sailed in Sydney) 
– and it’s quite timely, because it might be my 
swan-song in the class, as Etchells racing is 
taking over. You never say never, but if it is my 
last, it’s not a bad way to go out. 
For this year’s campaign it was probably overkill 
to invite Olympic Gold medallist and America’s 
Cup winner Tom Slingsby back on as tactician 
but that’s the nature of a pro programme, never 
make room for excuses. With every other Farr 40 
team stepping up their programme, you could not 
afford to be complacent. The recent State titles 
showed the calibre and closeness of racing –  
we just won on a countback. 
Going into the Nationals we knew from the 
forecast that racing was going to be tricky with 
light and fluky winds for most of the regatta. The 
first race was abandoned; we finished second  
in race two before it got too light to continue.  
On the next day we led around the first mark but 
there was significant wind shift downwind that  
put us back in the fleet and unfortunately too  
late to adjust the marks for the Race Committee. 
The race ended up a soldiers’ march with all  
the legs being a reach. Zen (Gordon Ketelbey) 
ended up winning that race giving him two wins 
from two races. Hats off to Gordon who was all 
strapped up with bandages due to a car accident 
some weeks before. Our team did not panic.  

We countered such a setback by winning the 
next two races on that day. 
On the final day, officials wanted to get three 
races in, but we only got two again due to the 
dropping wind. Fortunately, we made hay while 
the wind was in and won both. Tom’s local 
knowledge of the Sydney Sound where we raced 
is beyond good, it is up there with ‘Jedi’ status.  
In each of the final day’s races we won the start, 
got around the top mark first and cleared out 
from there. Everyone said: ‘You deserved to win.’ 
12 years of competitive racing in Farr 40s has 
proved to me that to excel you need to tick all  
the boxes: you need the combination of the  
best sails, the best crew and the commitment  
to training to get the teamwork to match, and  
our team did just that. We were higher, faster,  
and as Tom said, we didn’t make any mistakes. 
It’s extremely satisfying. It’s been a long time 
coming – it took me ten years to win the 
Nationals, but this one was most satisfying,  
we got everything right. 
Finally, I must salute my long-enduring, faithful 
and talented crew: James Corrie, my boat 
captain, has sailed with me since 2008, ‘Twirler’ 
(Darren Jones) and Rusty Ely constantly since 
2009 as well as Harry Bethwaite since 2014. 
Importantly, all the same crew were with me for 
last year’s Nationals including Mitch White, Milly 
Bennett, Dave Ward and Shaun Connor. Tom was 
the only ring-in from last year but he did sail with 
us back in the 2011 Worlds, so he easily counts 
as family too. 
Finally, thanks and recognition goes to my wife 
Lisa, my greatest supporter and best pit girl ever.

HillPDA Racing claims  
consecutive Farr 40  
National Titles

by Martin Hill



he imported: giraffes, zebras, wallabies and 
kookaburras, to name just a few, and set up a 
zoo for himself and friends. We are told wallabies 
and kookaburras continue to occupy the island 
although none could be seen or heard due to  
the continuous torrential rain all weekend.
The weather finally cleared up on Monday with 
beautiful conditions for meandering back to 
Auckland Harbour via many of the secluded 
beaches, bays and tiny islands. 
We would thoroughly recommend chartering a 
boat and spending time exploring the Hauraki 
Gulf. It’s magnificent and worth the effort, even  
for a three day weekend.

The Honourable Treasurer Ross Littlewood and  
I took up an offer from Mike Malcom, General 
Committee member of RNZYS, to join them on 
their annual Commodores Cup Night Race from 
Auckland to their remote clubhouse located on 
Kawau Island, north of Auckland and within the 
Hauraki Gulf. Kawau Island is 5000 acres, 8km  
by 5km at its longest axis and 50NM north of 
Auckland.
As we found out, the Hauraki Gulf is a wonderful 
cruising ground with many little islands, bays and 
protected anchorages all within a day’s sail from 
Auckland. Destinations like Greater Barrier, Little 
Barrier, Rangitoto volcano and of course well 
known Waikeke Island. Further south east is the 
famous Coromandel, and via an ocean passage 
north, the Bay of Islands.
Our race destination for the weekend was one of 
five large secure moorings managed by RNZYS 
located in Smelting House Bay in Bon Accord 
Harbour, adjacent to the Araki Motor Yacht Club, 
owned by the club and leased out to operators. 
There is a separate, remote clubhouse initially 
donated by the copper mining Lidgard family  
in 1923 and still being used today, for annual 
destination races in February and October. 
Throughout the year members use the house  
as a base to explore the island. It is beautifully 
renovated with three bedrooms, lovely kitchen 
and a wharf.
Despite Friday night’s torrential rain and dark, 
worrisome clouds, the race to Kawau Island 
commenced on time at 1830hrs with estimated 
time for finish at 2200hrs. 15 boats started, 
ranging from small 26 footers to our host yacht,  
a Beneteau First 50. We were pleased to have 
local navigational knowledge on board due to the 
many small rocky outcrops, islands and channels 
to navigate, many with no lighthouses or light 
channel markers. ‘You just need to know where 
to sail,’ said helmsman and full time boatie Bob. 
Our finish line was well marked by the committee 
boat’s bright flashing strobe light. Our host Mike 
Malcom was disappointed with the boat entry 
numbers and explained that in ‘normal’ sailing 
weather, it’s possible to have more than 50 boats 
starting, with close to 100 on the Saturday night. 
An additional 10 yachts from the cruising fleet did 
join the Saturday Hawaiian themed party having 
raced up during daylight hours.

13Destination  
Kawau Island

by Russell Taylor

Kawau Island has long been a destination for 
Auckland sailors. It was bought in 1862 by Sir 
George Gray, one of the first governors of NZ,  
as a private residence, following his stint as 
Governor in Adelaide and Cape Town. He built  
a stately abode called Mansion House which 
is open to the public today. He was an avid 
collector of interesting animals and birds that  

From l to r: Ross 
Littlewood, Russell 
Taylor and Alex 
Littlewood.

Above: Kawau Island 
clubhouse.
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The Carabella Room was packed with sailors 
eager to win the Friday Twilight high participation 
lucky draw prize on 6 April. The presentation  
was made by Sarah Connell, group marketing 
manager for our generous sponsors Audi Alto 
Artarmon and Alto Land Rover.
Commodore Richard Chapman observed that  
the RSYS Friday Twilight series was certainly one 
of the most popular on Sydney Harbour, having 
attracted 97 block entries plus several casual 
entries each week. 
‘We could not run our Twilight racing without  
our dedicated team of volunteer race officials led 
by Wayne Hinchcliffe. They had some difficult 
moments spotting sail numbers particularly in 

Friday  
Twilights 

Right: Jim Dunstan  
of Zeus won the 
weekend for two at 
the Emirates ‘One and 
Only Wolgan Valley’ 
and a weekend in an 
Audi, Land Rover or 
Jaguar 
The winners of the 
consolation prizes 
were:
An Audi Drive Day – 
Huligan, David Servi
A Jaguar Drive Day – 
Ostara, Glenn Richard
Degustation Cellar 
Dinner for six – 
Kookaburra, Richard 
Hammond (pictured 
far right)
Spectacular Friday 
Twilight. Photo Scott 
Connor.

southerly breezes, which seemed to blow many  
a Friday Twilight. It is not unusual to have a  
dozen boats finishing within a two minute period, 
sometimes four and five abreast across the line. 
This is a tribute to John Maclurcan’s handicapping, 
but a race officer’s nightmare. I sincerely thank  
all of you, for your valuable time and effort and  
for giving up your Friday nights. Thank you also  
to the Careening Cove Anchorage staff, tender 
drivers and the Sailing Office team,’ he added.
‘Rain, Hail or Shine’ prizes were awarded to  
the two boats that competed in every race: Well 
Inclined, Brian McKean and Lively, Sophie Nelson 
and Marcus Stewart.
Well done for your commitment and dedication!



Tuesday  
Twilights

Top: Vivace
Above: The Cavatina 
crew visit Paspaley’s 
store
Left: Megan Howard 
Jan Newland and 
Claudia Gormly.

Our thriving community of sailors cheerfully sailed 
through drizzle and the lightest breeze on the final 
race of the series. Our generous sponsor Paspaley 
showcased a delightful display of pearl jewellery 
of the most exquisite artistry and our sailors 
enjoyed trying on the pieces. 210 Members and 
their guests then enjoyed dinner and cheered the 
series and trophy winners announced by Tuesday 
Twilight Co-ordinator Karyn Gojnich.  
Congratulations to Penny Scardifeld and Margaret 
Houston of Cavatina for winning the Jan Rowed 
trophy for the Ladies non-spinnaker pointscore. 
Nikki Shannon, Vivace came second and Eve 
Sheppard from Trilogy third. Jan Newland and 
Megan Howard on Yertle won the spinnaker 
pointscore and the Lady Helm trophy. Each 
skipper was presented with a pair of Paspaley 
pearl earrings.
In the Mini Series, Cavatina won the Gypsy Moth 
IV trophy and Angelica Veness on Miss Pibb took 
out the Bluebird trophy donated and presented 
by Joyce Warn.
Paspaley also awarded pearls to the winners of 
the lucky draw prizes. To be eligible, boats had  
to have sailed in 75% or more of the races.  
The recipients were: Sandy Lawson, Rapunzel; 
Sara Ladd, Evie; Anna Connery, Enigma and  
Jill Hammond, Kookaburra.
We thank Paspaley for their generous support  
of the 2017-18 Tuesday Twilight series – their 
third with RSYS – which has contributed to the 
significant increase in participation. This season 
we welcomed 11 new boats to the fleets and 
placed 50 enthusiastic female sailors across 20 
boats. A big thank you to all the boat owners  
and skippers that undertook to mentor the 
newcomers.
Penny Scardifield writes
Margaret Houston, Sally Pixley, Marjorie Coleman, 
Jill Roxburgh and I celebrated Cavatina’s season 
win with a fascinating guided tour of Paspaley’s 
flagship store in Martin Place, a beautiful building 
built in 1904 for the Bank of Australasia.
Fiona Madsen from Paspaley, (and also a  
Club Member) graciously shared her extensive 
knowledge of the Australian south sea pearl 
industry and Paspaley’s involvement dating  
back to 1935, and showed us the amazing  
range of shapes, size, colour, complexion and 

lustre available. We descended to the vaults to 
observe pearl sorting and grading, and admire 
the family treasures and memorabilia. We were 
enchanted by this little-known part of Australian 
maritime history. Our Lady sailors will be interested 
to know that one of the original Broome pearl 
luggers was captained by Sir Nicolas Paspaley’s 
sister Mary in the late 1930’s.

15



16

The Bridge Day on 6 March again proved a 
successful precursor to the Regatta. 108 Bridge 
players were summoned by Sandy Lawson  
and her team of Lynette Harrison, Anna and  
Joan Connery. Players heard a moving story 
about a Stepping Stone resident by Max Connery. 
An enjoyable fundraising day was had by all, 
assisted by the ever-attentive Squadron staff.
Come Regatta day on 8 March, unlike last year, 
the weather was superb with a comfortable  
24ºC, clear skies and a 12kts breeze.
Whilst the overall numbers were down slightly,  
the new additions made it special viz:
– Six boats joined us for the first time: Gunga Din, 
Mercier, KOA, Assassin, Enbeedee and Sweet 
Chariot.
– Wallaby Ross Reynolds was joined by fellow 
Wallaby Dean Mumm for the first time (aboard 
Forty) and they won the Farr 40 Bledisloe Cup 
Challenge against the formidable All Black and 
World Cup Captain, David Kirk (aboard HillPDA 
Racing).
– A new event: two M32 Catamarans owned by 
Harry Price of Sydney Sailing Centre were set  
to race against each other. 
– An Honour Board was unveiled to 
commemorate long time regatta supporters  
and yachts.
After a light lunch in the Careening Cove 
Anchorage and the skippers’ briefing with  
the Squadron’s PRO Rob Ridley and Richard 
Lawson, the fleet headed out to the race course. 
One of the catamarans experienced rigging 
issues and the match racing didn’t eventuate  
as planned, but crews from Keneco and 
MarketCheck were still able to experience the 
thrill of these high-performance boats and  
vowed to return next year.
The rest of the fleet comprising 23 yachts set off 
at staggered start times (pursuit racing) in near 
perfect conditions. A marvelous race around the 
harbour ensued, taking in Sow & Pigs, Shark 
Island (twice) and Taylors Bay. A feature this  
year was the support from 15 individuals who 
joined as paying crew. One such group was on 
Enbeedee and another on Farr 40 Zen. These 
groups have reserved a place for next year’s 
regatta.

Stepping Stone 
House Regatta 
and Bridge Day

by Simon Bird

KOA won the battle over last year’s champion 
Balance in the TP52 contest, whilst the Wallabies 
on Forty, for the second year running, prevailed 
over the All Blacks, with a special helmsman. 
Somehow I do not think David Kirk and his crew 
will allow this trend to continue! The three Farr 
40s had a fascinating and intriguing race with the 
lead changing five times throughout, spiced up 

Top: Our Bridge day 
on the Tuesday 
Above: Max Connery 
with our new Honour 
Board which was 
unveiled for the first 
time at this regatta.
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Catamaran 
participation (for  
the first time despite 
rigging issues)
Photos by John 
Jeremy.

Glen Madsen ran a quick and slick auction for 
many sought after items. In particular, a wonderful 
painting, featuring yachts Sydney, Braveheart  
and Sputnik contesting the 2011 regatta, was 
purchased after an exciting contest, following 
which the under-bidder also commissioned  
a second painting which helped raise more 
seriously needed funds for the Stepping Stone 
House. 
This was a great afternoon and experience for 
new sailors to enjoy sailing on our beautiful 
harbour.
The funds raised will go towards accommodating 
and caring for vulnerable young people in our 
community. This support is particularly important 
as Stepping Stone is completely reliant upon the 
private sector. 
As to the day, Dr John Edmonds, a crew member 
of Enbeedee from the CYCA, contacted our 
Chairman Max Connery a week after the event 
saying: ‘This was a fabulously organised event at 
your Club. The lunch, the race, the sausage sizzle 
and drinks – everything – it was truly magnificent. 
I’ll come again.’
We endorse that comment. The Squadron 
management and staff, together with yacht 
owners, sponsors, volunteers and paying crew 
members, made it possible to produce an 
excellent result for Stepping Stone House. Next 
year’s regatta is our twentieth and is planned for  
7 March with the Bridge Day on 5 March 2019. 
Thank you one and all!

with side bets between the ’two Hill owners’  
with the ‘ultimate spoils’ subsequently donated  
to Stepping Stone House. 
With the racing done and all the yachts back at 
the Squadron without incident, more than 230 
sailors and supporters enjoyed the superb RSYS 
hospitality, fun auction and prize giving.

Division A
1st Assassin
2nd Forty
3rd The Count
Division B
1st Enigma
2nd Arcturus
3rd Koolaroo
Farr 40 Bledisloe  
Cup Challenge
1st Forty
Ross Reynolds and 
Dean Mumm (AUS)
2nd HillPDA Racing
David Kirk (NZ)
TP52s Stepping  
Stone House Cup
1st KOA 
Peter Wrigley and 
Andy Kearnan
2nd Balance
Paul Clitheroe
Hill Trophy Challenge
1st Forty  
Sam Hill
2nd HillPDA Racing 
Martin Hill

Photos, Karyn Gojnich, 
Rene Chapman and 
John Jeremy.



The Classic and Wooden Boat Festival in Sydney 
is held every second year in April, alternating  
with the Australian Wooden Boat Festival in 
Hobart in February. The next festival in Hobart  
will be held 8 to 11 February 2019. The next 
ANMM Classic and Wooden Boat Festival will be 
in April 2020. Planning for the 2020 festival has 
already commenced, and by all reports, it will be 
the biggest yet, to mark the 250th anniversary  
of the arrival in Sydney of Captain Cook.
The festival is co-ordinated by the ANMM  
and supported by the Sydney Heritage Fleet,  
the Halvorsen Club and the Wooden Boat 
Association of NSW. Representatives of each  
are included in the organising committee.
The 2018 festival was held over the weekend of 
13 to 15 April. Around 140 boats were on display, 
both ashore and in the water at the ANMM and 
also on the Cockle Bay Marina in Darling Harbour, 
ranging from the most elegant classics to working 
boats, including the first diesel powered timber 
tug on Sydney Harbour. There were steam boats, 
rowing boats, ferries, yachts, trawlers, motor 
cruisers and putt-putt boats. A regular ferry 
service was provided between the two sites  
by the Sydney Heritage Fleet vessels, Berrima 
(1955) and Harman (1943). The Sydney Heritage 
Fleet was also well represented with their 1903 
Gentleman’s Schooner Boomerang, 1908 Motor 
Launch Protex and 1902 Steam Launch Lady 
Hopetoun on display. In prime position in front  
of the museum at the heritage pontoon was the 
magnificent Steam Yacht Ena, built in 1900 at 
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Sydney has a wonderful heritage and history  
of timber boats, and we are lucky to have two 
excellent festivals to celebrate this: the biennial 
Classic and Wooden Boat Festival hosted by the 
Australian National Maritime Museum in Darling 
Harbour and the annual Timber Boat Festival 
hosted by the Timber Boat Division of the Royal 
Motor Yacht Club at Newport. They provide an 
opportunity for owners of timber boats to display 
their boats and meet the owners of other boats  
to admire and discuss many different points of 
interest. Both festivals are ‘live aboard’ events  
as often owners and their boats travel some 
distance to attend. The attraction is not only the 
event but also the opportunity to start and renew 
friendships amongst other owners.
Timber boats have for a long time been the 
backbone of many Sydney yacht clubs, RSYS  
in particular. It is not that long ago that most 
yachts racing at the Squadron were timber.  
When I started crewing on Waimea (Sam 
Freeman) at our Club in the late 1960’s, all  
yachts in Division 2 were timber and I can recall 
the horror of our crew when the first plastic boat 
joined the division. (‘It won’t last and is only a 
passing fad!’) Most of these yachts were built  
in the late 1920’s and early 1930’s. It is a credit  
to the builders of these yachts and their owners 
that many of them are still around and even more 
so, are still racing.

ANMM Classic  
and Wooden  
Boat Festival

by Rob Hardy

Above: Crowds of 
visitors at the festival.
Centre: A fine display 
of Halvorsen built 
vessels on display 
outside the ANMM.  
On the right of the 
photo are Solveig  
and Anitra V
Photos by Rob Hardy.

A family event!  
Toby ll (David Hardy) 
alongside Matang 
(Rob Hardy) at the 
festival. Toby ll has 
been a regular entrant 
at the Australian 
Wooden Boat Festival.
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Berrys Bay for Thomas Dibbs, Commodore of  
the RSYS, and considered to be one of the finest 
examples of an Edwardian period steam yacht  
in the world; also the equally magnificent 60ft 
Nicholson Ketch Hurrica V, built in 1924 at Berrys 
Bay which featured in the 2013 film The Great 
Gatsby.
There were 11 Squadron Member boats at the 
festival: Amelie, Anitra V, Cobar, Intrigue, Kelpie, 
Maris, Martindale, Matang, Nabila, Sailfish and 
Smoky Cape.
Boats began arriving very early on the Friday 
morning, with yachts and taller vessels berthed  
in Cockle Bay having to wait for the regular 
openings of the Pyrmont Bridge, along with the 
entry of the sail training ship, Young Endeavour. 
The festival commenced with the ‘Welcome  
to Country’ ceremony, and on both Saturday  
and Sunday mornings we were thrilled to have 
the Australian Girls Choir sing at the museum 
waterfront. There was a programme of talks  
and discussions throughout the weekend in the 
theatre on a range of subjects, including ‘Fleet of 
Tall Ships’ by Marty Wood, ‘Boomerang – Bona’ 
by Peter Gossell, an update on the forthcoming 
MyState Australian Wooden Boat Festival in 
Hobart by Paul Cullen, ‘The history of SY Ena’  
by David Payne, and ‘John Oxley Restoration’  
by Andy Munns.  
Apart from the boats on display and the talks, 
there was a wide range of trade displays of  
all sorts of items of interest to the boating 
community. Entertainment was provided across 

both sites by a number of wandering minstrels, 
banjo playing duets and an old salt showing his 
skills in sewing a sail onto a hemp rope. And a 
wooden boat festival would not be a festival, 
without the obligatory ‘quick and dirty’ boat 
building competition in which competing teams 
take up the challenge of building a boat which 
has to take part and survive in a race from 
provided materials including plywood, timber, 
adhesives and paint. One of the unsung heroes of 
these festivals is a fellow called Brian Jones who 
encourages school kids, generally from outlying 
areas or disadvantaged situations, to take part in 
a challenge of building canoes in the ‘Bote Cote’ 
challenge. Most of these kids have never been  
in a boat, let alone owned one. There were four 
teams who built identical ‘Bellingen’ canoes 
which also had to withstand the rigours of Darling 
Harbour. Brian has been volunteering his time for 
many years to provide kids with this opportunity. 
Members who attended the last Hobart festival 
would have seen him at work there as well. To 
add to the kids’ great thrill, they were able to stay 
the night aboard the James Craig. Lucky boys 
and girls! And what a champion Brian is!
Well done to the organisers of this 2018 ANMM 
Classic and Wooden Boat Festival. 
Reminder to Members: The RSYS Classic Boat 
and car Show will take place at the Squadron on 
Sunday 8 July 11am-3pm.

Buskers on the marina 
all added to the 
festival atmosphere.

The magnificent 
ketch, Hurrica V 
alongside SY Ena  
in prime position 
outside the ANMM.



The Carabella Room was transformed into a 
lavish, dark space with large, floral arrangements 
and low, dim lit candles, which made for a 
luxurious setting for everyone to enjoy.
Members and their guests were welcomed and 
the co-chairs highlighted the many achievements 
of Intermediate Members and the success of the 
various Intermediate led events around our Club 
during the 2017-18 sailing season.
Guests were served a delicious menu prepared 
by Chef and his team. The lights were then 
dimmed and Steve Barry and his extremely 
talented band got into full swing with the dancing 
continuing late into the night. Most will agree  
that it was the best dance floor in recent years, 
with numerous guests requesting ‘one more 
song’ before the lights were turned on and  
Ubers ordered.
One of the most pleasing aspects of the Ball  
this year was not only that the event was sold  
out weeks in advance but to see old and new 
Members along with their guests, enjoying a 
fantastic night hosted by RSYS.
The evening would not have been possible with- 
out the support and help of a number of people. 
Many thanks to all the Squadron staff for ensuring 
that the night ran incredibly smoothly, particularly 
Jamie, who was very accommodating. We would 
also like to thank the General Committee for their 
continued support for this event. Finally, a very 
big thank you to the Intermediates Committee: 
Angus Olding, Clare Moore, Anousha Fluck, 
Jono Carroll, Simone Deane and Henry Tilly who 
made the night the huge success that it was. 
Thank you also to the Intermediate Members 
and their guests for supporting the Club and 
the Intermediates Committee over the last year.
Finally, as we step down as co-chairs of the 
Intermediates Committee, we wish Jono Carroll 
and Simone Deane the best of luck as they lead 
the Intermediates from strength to strength into 
the future.

20 The Intermediates  
Annual Ball

by Millie Brown  
and Stu Pollard

On 3 March 175 Intermediate Members and their 
guests attended the much anticipated annual 
Intermediates Ball. Attendees were welcomed 
with live tunes on the balcony and a sensational 
sunset. This made for a perfect combination to 
enjoy pre-dinner drinks whilst catching up with 
old and new friends.
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Their contribution to Australian history is unique 
and as important as, if not more than, the works 
of the great Australian overland explorers.
All Members agreed that we look forward to 
Andrew’s next appearance when we can learn 
more of our early maritime history.

Anchorages and Destinations on  
Sydney Harbour  presentation
By John Hancox
50 Members and guests were entertained on  
28 March by committee member Anthony (Ant) 
Bell and his partner Greer Leonard when they 
described the many interesting and sheltered 
anchorages they had visited on their yacht  
The Count whilst cruising Sydney Harbour  
and Botany Bay. 
The presentation was designed to encourage 
owners to use their yachts and cruisers more 
often and to enjoy the natural beauty of our 
scenic waterways. They discussed bottom 
conditions for anchoring, prevailing wind and 
swell, and access to shore including harbourside 
walks and restaurants. One favourite place in  
the northern Harbour has been aptly named  
the ‘Snuggle Spot’ where there is just sufficient 
room for one (large) yacht. 
The evening finished with an entertaining quiz 
which resulted in two couples being awarded  
an evening aboard The Count for a twilight race  
in 2018-19. 30 Members stayed on for a buffet 
dinner and enjoyed the opportunity to share 
experiences.

Cruising  
Division News

Bass & Flinders presentation
By David Salt
What a thrilling night of Australian Maritime 
History for the large audience of Squadron 
Cruisers on 28 February. Andrew Phippen,  
from the Australian National Maritime Museum, 
gave an enthralling talk on the maritime exploits 
of Bass and Flinders: two great British sailor-
explorers who did so much to help the fledgling 
colony of Australia.
Andrew spoke of the voyages of George Bass, 
sailor, surgeon, naturalist, entrepreneur and 
explorer, from the time of his arrival in Australia 
until his disappearance aboard the Venus which 
was lost at sea having left Sydney in 1803.  
His explorations included early voyages in the 
2.4m Tom Thumb, an open whaleboat trip to  
Port Jackson, circumnavigation and exploration 
of Tasmania in the Norfolk, plus other trips 
including New Zealand. Flinders recommended 
the name Bass Strait be used following their 
successful circumnavigation of Tasmania together 
thus opening the passage which shortened 
voyages from the west to Sydney by three weeks.
Andrew then spoke of the voyages of Captain 
Matthew Flinders RN who was an explorer, 
navigator and cartographer. Flinders made three 
voyages from England to the Southern Ocean 
between 1791 and 1810 and identified Australia 
as a continent following his first circumnavigation. 
Whilst sailing back to England, Flinders landed  
on Isle de France, now known as Mauritius,  
to make urgent repairs to his vessel and was 
captured and held captive by the French for six 
years. Whilst in captivity he recorded details of  
all his voyages and put forward the rationale for 
calling the continent Australia. Probably his most 
notable contribution to maritime history is the 
circumnavigation of Australia, which was made  
in the Investigator, a ship that leaked badly and 
was condemned on return to Sydney.
George Bass is remembered for the seas that  
he explored and his works in charting parts of 
Australia. He was honoured in 1998 when both 
Bass and Flinders appeared on the Australian  
50 cent coin. Flinders’ name is featured in over 
100 geographical features and places and he 
appeared on the Australian ten shilling note.  

From l to r: John 
Hancox, David Salt 
and Andrew Phippen.
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Right: Nespresso 
RSYS womens team
Below: Two RSYS 
teams competed in 
the Hardy Cup
Photos by Darcie C 
Photography.

Youth  
Sailing news

Youth Squad Review by Zac Quinlan
Our Senior Development Program has had a  
busy quarter including the Hardy Cup and a New 
Zealand tour. With all the events back-to-back, 
there was little time for the teams to prepare  
for the next event. Despite this, the Squadron’s 
teams were able to build open each event and 
achieve some good results. 
The Hardy Cup was the first event the teams 
competed at, and with fickle winds, it proved a 
difficult regatta. The regatta proved a popular 
event with more than 25 teams applying for the 
12 entries available. As a home regatta, both 
Squadron teams trained hard in the lead-up. 
Despite being fast around the course, the 
women’s team, skippered by Charlotte Griffin, 
struggled in the pre-starts and consequently 
didn’t manage to make the quarter finals. The 
mixed team, skippered by Nick Rozenauers, 
performed well in the round robin but were 
knocked out in the quarter finals. 

The New Zealand Tour began with the Nespresso 
Youth Match Racing Championship held by the 
Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron in Auckland. 
The regatta turned into a superb learning 
opportunity with a variety of conditions including 
heavy rain each day. The RSYS women’s team, 

again led by Charlotte, learned from their last 
regatta and secured several wins to beat our 
men’s team by two places. The men’s team 
struggled to find their groove but learned a lot 
from the regatta. 
After the Nespresso Championship the teams 
flew down to Wellington for the Centreport Youth 
Match Racing Regatta held by the Royal Port 

Nicholson Yacht Club. Both teams shone,  
with plenty of wins on the board. The men’s  
team took their experiences from the last two 
regattas and fought hard throughout the regatta, 
securing fourth place after a difficult semi-final. 
The women’s team also built on their previous 
results and demonstrated their capabilities  
in heavy winds to take sixth place, their best  
result so far. Overall both teams gained a lot of 
experience from the three regattas as well as 
having a good time throughout the tour.

Laser Metropolitan Championship  
by Ash Baber 
This event was held from 17-18 March at 
Drummoyne Sailing Club. There were 79 entries 
for the event split over the three fleets: 4.7 had  
21 entries, Radial had 34 and Standard had 24.
Six races were scheduled for the weekend, 
although only five were completed. Saturday had 
a light 9-12kt easterly followed up with a much 
heavier 18 gusting 30kt nor’westerly to finish  
up the regatta. The racecourse was a more 
complicated journey course unlike the normal 
trapezoid, it wound tightly around moorings and 
islands, creating an extra challenge for the sailors. 
The fleets varied in ages and skills which made 
for an interesting regatta. The 4.7 fleet was   
led by the RSYS with 11 of the 21 entries and 
scoring the top six places, with Daniel Costandi  
in 1st, Jack Ferguson 2nd and Sylvie Stannage 
3rd along with 1st in the U18s. The Radials were 
dictated by a WA trio: Zoe Thompson 1st, Elyse 
Ainsworth 2nd and Jacinta Ainsworth 3rd, closely 
followed by Jack Littlechild as 1st U19 and Otto 
Henry as 1st U17. The Standards were driven  
by Nic Skulander well ahead of the pack in 1st 
followed by Oskar Hansen in 2nd and 1st U21 
and Zac Skulander in 3rd. 
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Laser Metropolitan 
Championship.

RSYS Youth sailors  
in Greece.

Sailing in Europe by Campbell Patton
My two weeks in Europe showed me (yet again) 
that sailing has no end to its surprises and always 
proves my expectations wrong. 
First I competed in the Lake Garda Easter 
Regatta at Fraglia Vela Malcesine on Lake Garda, 
Italy from 28-31 March. I arrived mid-morning on 
a sunny, classic Garda day, which means wind; 
so far my expectations were correct.
Training in a chartered Laser Radial for two days 
in ideal conditions with coach Shaun Priestley, 
who is head coach at the Andrew Simpson 
Watersports Centre on Lake Garda, had me 
feeling confident and ready for a great regatta  
in one of the best places to sail in the world 
(based on my past experiences).
The first race of the regatta was held in lighter 
conditions but followed the usual plan: good 
start, get to the left, cross the fleet, thank you 
very much. I placed 6th – I’ll take that. The next 
race: disaster struck. I ended up forced to the 
right where there was less wind and deteriorating 
angle. The situation was magnified when the wind 
on the right shut down completely. There was no 
resurrecting this one after a very spread out fleet 
oozed around the course. I finished 50th – worst 
result I’ve ever had on Garda. The next day we 
got only one race and I finished around 20th – 
again unhappy. They tried for a second race, but 
as we got to the top mark (with me in the top 
three) the wind dropped and they called it off.
The next two days were waiting games due to  
a weather system which haunted the regatta, 

Laser 4.7 European Championship  
by Brooke Wilson
The Championship was held at the Sport Sailing 
Club Rio Lason in Patras, Greece from 7-14  
April. More than 300 sailors from around Europe 
competed in the event and six enthusiastic 
Australians living in Switzerland, Singapore  
and Australia made the journey to Greece to 
participate. The Squadron was well represented 
with four sailors: Boston Cortis, Sylvie Stannage, 
Mina Ferguson and myself.
The regatta brought lots of changing and 
challenging conditions which made the sailing 
enjoyable and afforded lots of valuable lessons  
for everyone. On both the boys’ and the girls’ 
course, we experienced a lot of waiting and 
delays as there was either no wind and too  
much current or it was too windy and the sea 
state too rough to race. However, a lot of good 
quality racing was completed. 
Throughout the training before the event and 
during the six days of racing, the whole team had 
a lot of fun, and everyone experienced their up 
and down days. Lots of international friends were 
made and it was wonderful to see that so many 
people were interested in hearing about Australia.
We all walked away from the event as better 
people and sailors, and we are very thankful to all 
the volunteers and the race committee that made  
the regatta possible. 
Overall our team from the Squadron did extremely 
well. Our consistent training schedules definitely 
helped us to achieve this. I’m sure we are all 
looking forward to commencing our early morning 
trainings and fitness sessions to prepare us for 
the Worlds in Poland.
Results
Girls’ fleet: Brooke Wilson 11th, Sylvie Stannage 
20th, Mina Ferguson 25th, in a fleet of 104 boats
Boys’ fleet: Boston Cortis 32nd, in a fleet of 200.
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bringing zero breeze to the mountains. Regatta 
over. Three races to count. No drop. I finished 
39th out of 120 – twice the score I had a year 
ago, so I was fairly displeased.
There were two consolations: 1. I still made the 
Youth Worlds in Texas this summer, as I was top 
Bermudian (I have dual nationality.) 2. The next 
day (ironically) the wind was optimal and we were 
able to try out the foiling Laser at the ASWC.
My dad had joined me at this point, and together 
we flew to Lake Balaton in Hungary for the Radial 
Youth European Championship and Trophy 
hosted by the Spartacus Sailing Club from 7-14 
April. I had two days more of great training in my 
favourite conditions of 20+kts, though I was wary 
not to tire myself out. My friends joined me for  
a light wind session the day before the regatta 
started.
The first day was light, so I was less than excited, 
but I rounded the top mark in first position in race 
one, then the reach mark and finally the gate. But 
I was overtaken on the second beat and finished 
second. The next race was a sad 26th after a mix 
up at the top mark.
The second and third days were more of what  
I was getting quite used to: waiting for the wind.  
It didn’t come. We didn’t race.
The fourth day we did get out and sailed three 
races but it was light again. My starts were 
working really well and that was of great 
importance on a shorter than usual race course. 
I finished with a 4, 5, 15 after some confusion in 
the last race.
The fifth day turned out to be the most interesting 
day: there was actually wind and I was pumped 
for it – this was what I was ready for! However,  
I had tough starts in the first two races and the 
quality of the Gold fleet made climbing back up 
difficult. I had a 6th and a 9th in more preferable 
conditions (up to 18kts) but beat most of the 
smaller guys who were ahead after previous light 
wind racing (I went into the day in 6th). I decided 
to end the day on a high note, but it was a bit too 
high and I was caught out on a black flag general 
recall start. I was out of the race and went home 
disappointed, as that race was the windiest of  
the event. My face brightened when I got home 
however, as I saw that despite the disqualification 
I was sitting in 3rd place. 

On the final day I was all dressed up ready to go, 
sporting my bronze pinnie over my life jacket, but 
as per usual, there was no wind and no racing.  
It was the end of the regatta and somewhat of  
an anticlimax, but I am happy to bring home a 
bronze medal and my first podium in a European 
Championship.
I surpassed my expectations in this event, 
especially in light wind, where I have never felt 
such confidence as I do now. If I had it to do 
again, I would tell myself to aim higher because  
I surprised myself with what was possible. Also, 
never to take something for granted in sailing, 
because just when you start to expect one thing, 
the exact opposite can happen and catch you  
off guard.
I think that my training with the coaches and the 
team at RSYS has been extremely beneficial for 
my improvement, so I have them to thank and  
I can’t wait to get back out when I come home!

Youth Sailing News 
continued 

Campbell Patton on 
Lake Garda.

Optimists update by Zac Quinlan
27 Members are currently training in the RSYS 
Squad and have enjoyed a successful few 
months. Our sailors excelled at the NSW 
Championship at the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht 
Club which drew a large fleet of 47 boats.  
With little breeze on the first day and strong 
breeze on the second, our sailors kept up with 
the best and achieved good results. Oliver 
McLachlan was the highest placed Squadron 
sailor placing 13th out of 47. Douglas Cassidy, 
Isobel Payne and Spencer McKay were close 
behind placing 18th, 19th and 21st.
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The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased Members 
listed below: 

Barnett, William Henry; 
Bracken, Patricia Joan; 
Leonard, Yvonne  
Marie (Lady);  
Dickinson,  
Bruce Bradbury;  
Sherlock,  
Anthony Gardiner;  
Ney, David Marshall; 
Ridland, Stuart Ian; 
Cohen, Geoff Patrick; 
Lidbetter, David William; 
Pines, Michael Thomas. 

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

METROPOLITAN 
Muffet, Robert
Thomas, Ann
Wright, Richard (Scott)
Westlake, John
Smith, Patrick
Bachmayer, David (Dr)
Evans, Michael (Dr)
Southam, Robert
Windeyer, Christopher
Gibbens, Gregory
Price, Andrew
Hicks, Amanda

COUNTRY
Dwyer, Timothy

ABSENTEE
Robinson, Kristian
Armstrong, Nicholas 

INTERMEDIATE:
Brushe, Lachlan
Nicholas, Samuel
Olga Skatkova
Creighton-Jones, Nicole

AFFILIATE
Wright, Naomi
Sim, Jade
Evans, Diane
Lockett, Linda
Cropley, Anna
Francis, Scott
Muir, Roderick

YOUTH:
Patton, Campbell
Henry, Otto
Donlevy, Gabrielle
Haseldine, Everlyn (Evie)
Wright, Alexandra
Wright, Victoria
Robinson, Nicholas
Robinson, Keiran
Ang, Rachelle

New Member Proposer Seconder

P L Sharp
A Burt
G D Dwyer
C W Rock
J P H Stephen
J Taylor
N Robson
J G Hancox
J R Molyneux
K Jolly
J Huckerby
K Gojnich

W D Adcock

D C Griffith
G Charlesworth

M A Shaw
E K Paulsen
K Gojnich
L P Carr

G D Dwyer
D C Griffith
N Robson
G V Kells
J M Clarke
C R Deane
L Belgiorno-Nettis

I Murray AM
G O’Shea
S F Wilson
K Gojnich
G D Dwyer
G D Dwyer
D C Griffith
D C Griffith
D C Griffith

R O Albert AO RFD RD
J M Hoffmann
M Stovin-Bradford
G D Dinnie
E J Blackadder
A Armstrong
A Morrison
K O Preshaw
P Loder
D R Galvin
P Robbins
M Finkelstein

T E Read

R Grellman
P Anstee

R Z Tarnawsky
J E H Carroll
H Jarrett
K J Burgess

M Stovin-Bradford
R Grellman
A Morrison
Hon. Justice W P Johnston
R J Franklin
S D Pollard
K Muir

M Coxon
M Whitnall
F Morgan
N O’Shea
M Stovin-Bradford
M Stovin-Bradford
R Grellman
R Grellman
R Grellman
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Speaker Events

by Stephen Wall

John Mullen and his 
wife Jacqui with 
Commodore Richard 
Chapman
Below right: the 
beautiful adornments 
on board Ena.

Far right: Stephen Wall 
with Edith Ziegler, 
Literary Lunch.

Ena has to be seen to be believed. Other 
interesting facts:
● She was built in 1900 for Thomas Dibbs, the 
commodore of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron
● Length overall of 27m (minus bowsprit) and a 
beam of 5.03m
● An expansive white beech deck

John Mullen and SY Ena
Numerous Club Members and their guests had 
the opportunity to inspect the beautiful 113 year 
old steam yacht Ena tied up in the Pond on 15 
February. This was followed by dinner and a talk 
in the evening by Club Member John Mullen,  
a man of many talents, achievements and 
experiences. 
SY Ena tied up in the Pond mid afternoon. She is 
now at home at the Australian National Maritime 
Museum after a wonderfully generous donation  
to the museum by John and his wife Jacqui, thus 
keeping her in Sydney after a short ownership 
and relocation by the previous owner in the 
Docklands, Melbourne. 
The Sydney Morning Herald of 10 December 
1900 featured the headline ‘LAUNCH OF MR T.A. 
DIBBS’ NEW STEAM YACHT’. As the National 
Maritime Museum observed, ‘Shortly after 9 
o’clock on Saturday morning, a handsome steam 
yacht, built for Mr TA Dibbs was launched from 
Mr Ford’s yard, Berrys Bay. As she left the ways 
she was christened Ena by Miss Dorothy Dibbs.’
This brief report in The news was reflected in 
other newspapers with comments describing  
Ena as ‘One of the finest specimens of a modern 
steam yacht in the Australian colonies.’

Literary Lunch
Our Club was fortunate to have Edith Ziegler 
speak at a luncheon on 28 February. Ms Ziegler  
is the author/editor of Darling mother, darling  
son: the letters of Leslie Walford and Dora  
Byrne, 1929–1972. Her book is the first major 
publication to be drawn from a substantial archive 
of personal and business papers relating to the 
late Leslie Nicholl Walford AM (1927–2012). 
Walford was one of Australia’s most well known 
and influential interior designers – especially in 
Sydney’s East and its lower North Shore. 
With the help of some fascinating visuals drawn 
from the Walford and Byrne estate documents 
and archives, Ms Ziegler took us through the 
correspondence between son and mother over 
more than 40 years.  
Ms Ziegler is a polished and entertaining speaker 
and her talk was enjoyed by 67 Members and 
their guests. 

● Luxurious fabrics, etched glass murals, timber 
carvings and sophisticated appointments adorn 
her cabins
● She can entertain up to 49 guests or seat 20 
guests with formal dining with what is said to be 
‘an opulent setting of crystal, china and silverware’.
John Mullen spoke about his time with SY Ena 
before sharing his experiences and knowledge 
about his involvement in Maritime Archaeology 
and his successful and extensive shipwreck 
hunting. 
He also spoke about finding Australia’s first 
submarine HMAS AE1 which had disappeared in 
September 1914 with all 35 crew on board. He 
explained how they conducted the search and 
displayed some images of AE1 on the bottom.  
John was a most impressive speaker. He has 
much to say as would be expected from a very 
successful businessman, a philanthropist, an 
explorer and an adventurer – and a Member  
of our Club. 
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June
Saturday 9 Quarterly Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
9-11  June Long Weekend
Wednesday 13  Family and Friends Night ‘Mezze and Tagine’, CCA
Sunday 17  Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Tuesday 19  Theatre and Dinner, Book of Mormon #2
Wednesday 20  Wine Masterclass and Dinner – ‘Northern Italy’,  
 CCA/Carabella Room
Friday 22  Paspaley Luncheon, Carabella Room
Sunday 24 Sunday Jazz, CCA
Tuesday 26 Book Club, Shell Cove Room
Wednesday 27 Cruising Division Seminar, CCA

July
Sunday 1  Long Lunch – ‘Barossa’, Carabella Room
Monday 2 Cooking Class #1 – Japanese Home Cooking, CCA
Wednesday 4 Family and Friends Night, ‘Tex Mex’ CCA
Thursday 5 Annual Bridge Meeting, Shell Cove/Carabella Room
Sunday 8  RSYS Classic Car & Boat Show all areas
 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Monday 9  Cooking Class #2 – Curries, CCA
Friday 13  Bouillabaisse Night, Carabella Room + NBV
Monday 16 Cooking Class #3 – Asian BBQ, CCA
Wednesday 18 Wine Master Class and Dinner ‘Bordeaux’, 
 CCA Carabella Room
Thursday 19 Kate McClymont Speaker Dinner, Carabella Room
Monday 23 Cooking Class #4 – Share platters, CCA
Tuesday 24 Book Club, Shell Cove Room 
Wednesday 25 Cruising Division Seminar, CCA
Saturday 28  Winter Series Prize Giving, CCA
Sunday 29 Sunday Jazz, CCA
Monday 30  Cooking Class #5 – Christmas, CCA

August
Wednesday 1  Family and Friends Night, CCA
Monday 6 New Members Cocktail Party, NBV
Wednesday 15 Wine Master Class and Dinner, CCA/Carabella Room
Sunday 19 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Wednesday 22 Cruising Division Seminar, CCA
Saturday 25  Commodore’s Ball, Carabella Room
Sunday 26 Sunday Jazz, CCA
Tuesday 28 Book Club, Shell Cove Room

Deepsea Challenger
On 15 March, 30 Members and their guests were 
fortunate to have dinner with Ron Allum and his 
wife Yvette in the Carabella Room. Ron then gave 
a talk about his life as an inventor, an engineer,  
an adventurer and as a man capable of making 
vehicles and tools for exploring the remotest parts 
of the world. His talk was accompanied by a an 
unforgettable video of his life of deep sea discovery. 
Mr Allum has played a key role in of some of the 
most audacious explorations of and on our planet: 
In 1983 he was a dive leader on a world record 
6.24km exploration of Cocklebiddy Cave which 
runs under Australia’s Nullarbor Plain. He later 
joined a documentary team and went on to 
explore the cave systems of Mexico, Florida, the 
Bahamas, the Caribbean and ice caves of Alaska.  
In 2001 he joined James Cameron’s expedition 
team to Titanic, where his quiet manner and 
unique ability to adapt, design and build 
specialist equipment for use on the Russian 
Mir submersibles earned him the title of ‘The 
Professor’ aboard ship. Over the next four years 
his technical expertise was key to the success 
of Cameron’s expeditions to the wreck of the 
Bismark (depth 4,796m) and the Mid-Atlantic 
and Pacific hydrothermal vents (1,000-4,000m).   
Mr Allum commenced work on the Deepsea 
Challenger submersible in late 2005, researching 
and overseeing the building of the pressure 
sphere that forms its core. When the sphere was 
completed, he went on to develop the syntactic 
foam which formed Deepsea Challenger’s 
structural chassis and provided the vehicle’s 
floatation. His pressure-balanced, fluid-filled 
electronic systems and other innovative ideas 
kept the submersible’s weight to a minimum while 
maximising its ability to conduct scientific and 
imaging work at the deepest points on earth.  
Following the expedition, he and wife Yvette 
established Ron Allum Deepsea Services to 
develop new concepts and design innovative 
vehicles for sub-sea exploration. In July 2017  
RADS was awarded a $3.17m Defence  
contract to explore the feasibility of a novel, 
high-performance autonomous glider for long 
endurance, theatre scale undersea surveillance.  
Mr Allum has been awarded NSW Senior 
Australian of the Year (2012) in recognition of  
his outstanding contributions in the fields of 
engineering, science and exploration; named  
as one of the country’s 50 greatest explorers by 
the Australian Museum; Honoured with a Lifetime 
of Adventure Award by Australian Geographic.
His talk at our Club was most interesting and we 
thank him for allowing us to get a glimpse into his 
significant and singular achievements in science 
and adventure. 
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Item Price

RSYS branded Zhik sailing gear 

Mens/Ladies Cotton Polo  $90

Long Sleeve Mens/Ladies Dry Polo  $93.50

Hoodie (Women’s only) $126.50

Fleece Vest  $180

Mens/Ladies Kiama Jacket  $260

Mens/Ladies Technical Short  $155

Sailing Visor $26.50

PFD $140

Sailing Gloves $17

Event Tee  $32

Purrsha Jacket  $140

Other items

V-Neck Jumper  $135

Submariner Jumper $176

Rugby Jersey  $88

Baseball Cap $29

Beanie $20

Wide Brim Hat $30

Sunglass Strap $16.50

D-Loop Belt $73.50

Cufflinks $27.50

Club Silk Tie (Members only) $79.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Lapel Pin $5.50

Squadron History Book Volume 2  $13.50

Burgees in various sizes  $33-92

Squadron Buttons  $7.20-8.50

Members receive a 10% discount 
Prices include GST

All items are available from the RSYS Retail 
Store in the Sailing Office reception area. 

June
Monday 4 Mixed Bridge – supervised
Thursday 7 Rubber
Monday 11 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 14 Duplicate
Monday 18 Mixed Bridge – supervised
Thursday 21 Rubber
Monday 25 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 28 Duplicate
July
Monday 2 Mixed Bridge - supervised
Thursday 5 Rubber
Monday 9 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 12 Duplicate
Monday 16 Mixed Bridge – supervised
Thursday 19 Rubber
Monday 23 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 26 Duplicate
Monday 30 Mixed Bridge
August
Thursday 2 Rubber
Monday  6 Mixed Bridge – supervised
Thursday 9 Duplicate
Monday 13 Mixed Bridge
Thursday  16 Rubber
Monday 20 Mixed Bridge – supervised
Thursday 23 Duplicate
Monday 27 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 30 Teams Bridge
Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 13 June
Wednesday 11 July
Wednesday 8 August
$60 per person 
Notes on Card Dates:
1. First & Third Thursday – Price $30 includes 
sandwich luncheon. On the First Thursday in July  
2018 a Hot Dish will be served in place of the  
sandwich luncheon. Price $45.
The Annual Meeting will be held on 5th July 2018  
in the Shell Cove Room.  
2. Second & Fourth Thursdays – Price $30  
includes sandwich luncheon.
3. Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday after-
noons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings should be 
made by Friday of the preceding week and where 
possible in pairs to facilitate play. All welcome. First  
& Third Mondays – Price $20 includes super- 
vision. Second & Fourth Mondays – Price $10. 
4. Members wishing to make permanent bookings  
for 2019 are requested to complete the special form  
for this purpose, available from the reception desk.



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.
Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 
Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171.
The Dining Room
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.
Squadron Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month for Lunch from 12.30pm and quarterly  
on Saturdays for dinner at 6.30pm.
Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.
Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  
The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 9am until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.
Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 
Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  
Neutral Bay Verandah
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of an adult Member are 
welcome during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.
This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.
Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.
All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 
Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars.  
SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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