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From the Helm
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by Commodore
Richard Chapman

Here we are, March already, the year is flying
by! What a great start to the year our sailors have
had with some amazing results across the board.
In the Sydney to Hobart, Squadron Members
Jim Cooney, Comanche, and Matt Allen, Ichi Ban,
managed to take out first place line honours and
handicap respectively. The incomparable Gordon
Ingate hoisted the Prince Phillip Cup once more.
Our Youth sailors continued the winning streak at
the 2018 Australian Youth Sailing Championships
in Brisbane, with a full report in this edition. The
exciting news following on from this event is that
Laser Radial sailor Maddie O’Shea and Nacra 15
sailors Will Cooley and Evie Haseldine have been
selected for the Australian Youth Sailing team
that will compete at the Youth World Championships in Texas later this year. I believe that this is
the first time we have had Squadron Members
selected for the Australian Youth sailing team, a
huge achievement by these young sailors, and on
behalf of all Members I wish them good luck. The
Squadron Etchells sailors also had a successful
regatta at the Australian Championship at
Fremantle with Squadron Members James Mayo
and Ritchie Allanson crewing on the winning
Etchells and Jeanne-Claude Strong winning the
Ladies’ division and taking fourth overall.
The Clubhouse has been hectic with Members
utilising the Squadron for pre-Christmas functions
and dining. Sunday lunch in the CCA is increasing
in popularity, with families enjoying the relaxed
atmosphere, great food and of course the view.
Late November saw the election of 77 new
Members to our Club across all categories –
a record number. I would like to thank all those
Members who have introduced a new Member
but we still have more to do if we are to reach
our target of 1500 Metropolitan Members by 2020.
During 2017 we relaunched the Squadron
Foundation which enables Members to make tax
deductable donations to help finance particular
projects. One of those projects was the purchase
of a new Jib crane for the hard-stand, and I
would like to thank those Members who made
a generous donation that helped facilitate the
purchase and installation of the crane. We have
had a number of donations to help with the
funding of new Youth sailing launching facilities;
this project is in the early days of planning, full
details are available from our CEO.
Looking at our upcoming event calendar, there is
really no reason not to make the Squadron your
destination of choice.

From the top:
Matt Allen and the
Ichi Ban crew win
the Sydney Hobart
IRC handicap.
Maddie O’Shea will
compete in the Youth
World Championship
this year in Texas.
James Mayo and
Richie Allanson
were on the winning
Etchells at the
Australian Championship in Fremantle.
Christmas Dining-in
Night.
Photos by
Rolex Media,
Darcie Collington,
Ron Jensen,
Gaila Merrington.
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Milson’s
Silver Goblets
by Mike Tyquin

strong base of enthusiastic Corinthian and Club
fleet racers.
In late November 2017 the Squadron hosted
the Milson’s Silver Goblets, raced by Etchells for
40 years and always attracts a strong fleet. An
abandoned final race didn’t change the outcome
for Jeanne-Claude Strong’s Yandoo XX, who
proved to be a deserving winner for the second
time in recent years.
Across the week, the 26 boat fleet enjoyed
fantastic sailing conditions with moderate sea
breezes each day on a deserted early evening
Sydney Harbour, save for the final race when the
top mark was dragged out of position, forcing
the race committee to abandon the race.
Jeanne-Claude and crew of Marcus Burke, Seve
Jarvin and Tiana Wittey won the regatta without
winning a race. “I love the Goblets regatta,” JC
commented. “It attracts really talented sailors and
the competition is tough. We were lucky to sail
pretty consistently all week and my thanks go to
my beautiful team who did a great job.”

Photographer
Andrea Francolini

For the RSYS Etchells Fleet, the 2017/18 season
is proving to be one of balancing priorities for
owners and crews, with a jam-packed racing
schedule providing a fantastic programme for
world championship aspirants as well as our

Rupert Henry made a great comeback to Etchells
to finish second overall, following a couple of
successful years of ocean racing campaigning
his JV62 Chinese Whisper. He summed up
Etchells sailing perfectly: “Etchells racing engages
my head so much, I’m exhausted every night. If
you make a two metre steering error it will catch
up with you at the next mark – it’s not like ocean
racing where you can recover. It’s the closest

racing I’ve ever done and the same reason the
‘Legends’ love it.”
In third place was Grant Crowle. Race winners
across the week were Grant Crowle, Doug Flynn,
Iain Murray and Olympic Gold Medallist and
America’s Cup winner Tom Slingsby.
I believe we’re very fortunate in our class at the
Squadron to have a great mix of sailors, both
those at the very peak of our sport, and just as
importantly, a strong group of Corinthian and
club racers. The Milson’s Silver Goblets truly is a
showcase of all that is great about sailing Etchells
and sailing on Sydney Harbour. The racing was
incredibly close and great fun. Congratulations to
JC and her team, they are the hardest-working
crew in our fleet and deserve all their success.
The Milson’s Silver Goblets was a perfect dress
rehearsal for RSYS and the Sydney Fleet who
will host the NSW Championship on the harbour
from 16-18 February. We anticipate welcoming
40 boats. Participants can expect fantastic
competition on the water and a great social
programme.
With the class World Championship at RQYS
in October, many crews are focussing on the
approaching qualification series in March that
will select Sydney fleet representatives. The
Brisbane Worlds will be the most competitive
one design keelboat regatta in Australia this
year and Squadron Members are sure to
feature prominently.
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Yngling Nationals
sailed in Testing
Conditions
by Adam Tran

Page 5 top: Hamish
Jarrett and crew took
first place.
Page 5 bottom: tight
racing between the
top four boats.
Photos John Jeremy
and Jan Harper.

The Gill International Yngling National
Championship was held from 1-3 December
2017. The event will long be remembered for its
challenging sailing conditions and close result.
Hamish Jarrett, Max Hayman and Chris Pearson,
sailing Miss Pibb (YAUS60), narrowly won the
Championship by one point.
Second place went to Karyn Gojnich, Ruth
McCance and Sara Ladd, sailing on Evie
(YAUS59), who kept within a two or three point
striking distance of first place for most of the
regatta.
The team on Blackadder (YAUS56), comprising
Gary Pearce, Ellis Todres and Ellen Sijtsma,
achieved third place, with their score being
bolstered by a win in the final race of the regatta
and a number of second and third placings over
the eight race event.
As relative newcomers to sailing, my team on
Troika (YAUS27) worked hard to keep up with
the fleet and stay upright through the heavy
breezes. Although we came 10th out of 11
boats, our low ranking belied some significant
improvements that have been achieved through
regular Saturday racing over the previous 12
months.  
One indicator of our progress is shown in the
average time difference that separated Troika
and the winning boat. During the 2016 National
Championship, Troika took an average of 23%

more time to cross the finish line than the winning
boat. In 2017 this figure was reduced to 16%.
With continued effort, this figure may inch toward
10% in future regattas, although only time will
tell. Given the decades of experience held by
other Yngling skippers, I am realistic about my
place within the fleet and remain content just to
be sailing amongst some of the best Yngling
skippers in the world.
The 2017 Championship was only my second
national event as a helmsman and only my fourth
major regatta in that role. I am a relative latecomer
to sailing, taking my first lessons at age 30 and
helming my first race at age 42. For 12 years,
I crewed regularly on a range of RSYS boats in
a variety of divisions, including Dragon, Etchells,
Ynglings and Divisions 2 and 3.
I became a Member of RSYS in late 2014 and
soon took up the Squadron’s generous Yngling
hire arrangements to develop my skills at the
helm. I steered my first yacht race of any kind
in a club-owned Yngling in January 2016.
Within two months I steered my first State
Championship and by September, I was a
shareholder in Troika, preparing for my first
National Championship.
The first day of the 2017 Championship provided
challenging conditions, with the first race starting
in a 20kt breeze and the second race seeing
winds of between 23 and 27kts. With persistent
wind strengths above 20kts, the third race was
abandoned.
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The second day also saw winds consistently
above 20kts for much of the race period.
However the most significant aspect of day
two came at the end of the final race, when
a rare and unexpected squall caused havoc
across Sydney Harbour. Winds of up to 39kts
persisted for about 20 minutes, causing a
number of Ynglings to broach and suffer damage.
Fortunately, due to good seamanship amongst
the competitors, quick action from RSYS and
Double Bay Sailing Club support vessels and
assistance from Geoff and Ros Jarrett on board
Hansoff, all affected crews were rescued without
major injury.
For a number of crews, the third day began with
a race against time to rectify damage from the
squall and to return boats to racing condition.
A light and inconsistent Westerly prompted a
two hour postponement, and racing did not
commence until approximately 1430hrs when
a 15kt North Easterly set in.
Overall, the 2017 Yngling National Championship was a rich, intense and satisfying
experience, which provided all participants
with the opportunity to improve their skills and
to challenge their limits. It will remain strong in
the memories of all competitors for many years
to come.
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Admiral’s Cup
50th Anniversary
Regatta
by Phil Brown
Over the first three days of December 2017 a
regatta was held in Sydney to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of a landmark event in Australian
yachting history when the Australian Team won
the internationally coveted Admiral’s Cup in the
UK for the first time in 1967.

The “Guest of Honour”
the original and
beautifully restored
Admiral’s Cup.

1965 Royal Thames
Dinner Card courtesy
of Jan Newland.

The Admiral’s Cup was first conducted in 1957
by the Royal Ocean Racing Club (RORC) as
a biennial international competition with each
country represented by a team of three yachts
racing from Cowes, IOW, in a series of six races
including the Channel Race and the Fastnet
Race. The 1950’s was an era of post war
freedom and enthusiasm which witnessed the
beginning of serious development of offshore
yacht racing and design, particularly in the
UK, USA and Australia. The 1960’s saw the
consolidation of this development internationally
and Australians were part of that development.
The Admiral’s Cup was for many years
recognised as the unofficial world championship of offshore yacht racing. Prior to 1967 the
winners of the Admiral’s Cup had only been
the British (four times) and the Americans (once
in 1961) so the success of the Australians as
winners in 1967 was a significant turn for the
event. The Australians competed for the first time
in 1965, coming second, and won the Admiral’s
Cup for the first time in 1967. That win was
hugely significant for international recognition of
Australian yachting skills and a coming of age for
the sport of offshore sailing in Australia.
The history of Australia’s
initial involvement in
the Admiral’s Cup is
interesting. In 1964
some members of
the CYCA led by
Commodore Bill Psaltis
and Rear Commodore
Norman Rydge
started preparations
for an Australian
team challenge.
Trygve Halvorsen
(owner of Freya)
travelled to England to make
preliminary arrangements for the Australian team
of three boats to compete in the 1965 Admiral’s
Cup. Following trials in Sydney the first Australian
team of three boats was Caprice of Huon (45ft
– Gordon Ingate), Freya (38ft – Trygve and

Magnus Halvorsen) and Camille of Seaforth
(36ft – Ron Swanson). Both Freya and Camille of
Seaforth were designed and built in Sydney by
their owners, which was a great credit to local
Australian design and boat building. Caprice of
Huon was built in 1951 for Tasmanian Charles
Calvert to a design of English naval architect
Robert Clark. Constructed in Huon Pine she was
built at Port Cygnet on the Huon River by the
famous Tasmanian shipwright Viv Innes. Gordon
Ingate was her third owner having purchased her
from Bill Northam. He significantly revamped the
boat adding an aluminium mast and converting
her from the original 7/8 rig to a masthead rig.
Interestingly by the time of the first Admiral’s
Cup Challenge in 1965 Caprice of Huon was
a relatively old boat (and initially not taken too
seriously by the British) but she was fast enough
to be selected for the Australian team in both
1965 and 1967. Proving the point, she was the
top scoring yacht in the whole Admiral’s Cup
series in 1965 winning three of the six races. The
sailing skills of Gordon Ingate and his crew were
as important as the performance of the boat.
Such was the recognition by the British of the
Australian team effort to ship their three boats
from Australia to compete in the Admiral’s Cup,
on 1st July 1965 the British hosted a dinner at
The Royal Thames Yacht Club in London “To
the Australian Challengers for the Admiral’s Cup”.
Presiding was the Commodore, Admiral of the
Fleet, The Earl Mountbatten of Burma. The
Reply for Guests was given by BC (Bill) Psaltis,
Commodore of the CYCA, and the Presentation
to the Royal Thames by the Australians was
made by WL (Bill) Fesq, Captain of the RSYS
and Navigator on Caprice of Huon.
In 1967 an Australian team returned to Cowes,
building on the experience of the 1965 Challenge
in which the Australians came second by a close
margin. The 1967 team consisted of Caprice of
Huon plus two relatively new boats – Mercedes III
and Balandra. The Australian team not only
won the Admiral’s Cup but also took the first
three places overall for the six race series – a
remarkable performance. The Australians had
clearly earned themselves a place on the world
yachting map and a heroes’ welcome awaited
them on their return to Sydney.
Mercedes III, a 40 footer, was built in Sydney in
1966 for Ted Kaufman by shipwright Cec Quilkey
to a collaborative design by Bob Miller (later
known as Ben Lexcen) and Ted. She was an early
example of cold moulded double skin timber
construction in light weight Oregon. Balandra, a
bigger boat at 46ft and a sister ship to the British
Quiver, was built in Hobart in 1965 for Robert
Crighton-Brown by legendary shipwright Jock
Muir with two skins of Honduras mahogany
fitted planks to a design by British designer
Peter Nicholson of Camper and Nicholson.
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Moving on in the story to the current era, the
2017 Admiral’s Cup 50th Anniversary regatta
was conceived by the current owner of Mercedes
III, Martin Ryan, who is also Commodore of the
Classic Yacht Association of Australia (CYAA).
The regatta was sponsored and promoted by
the CYAA based in Melbourne but for historic
and logistic reasons the regatta had to be run
in Sydney. So a Steering Committee was
assembled in Sydney chaired by the current
owner of Caprice of Huon, CYCA member David
Champtaloup. With these two boats from the
1967 team there was the foundation for the
proposed regatta. The third 1967 team boat
Balandra was in Hobart nearing completion of
her restoration by current owner Jamie Saunders
but could not be made ready for the 2017 event.
A total of 21 boats were entered for this historic
regatta, 19 of which met the eligibility criteria of
being in an Admiral’s Cup team or in one of the
many Australian trials, plus two yachts by
invitation to represent their original owners.

The programme was three consecutive races
with two inshore races conducted by the Sydney
Amateur Sailing Club and the one offshore race
conducted by the CYCA. The RSYS hosted the
Welcome dinner held after the first race on Friday
1st December. The Regatta was the result of a
collaborative effort by the various yacht clubs
involved. The racing was conducted in a range
of typical Sydney summer conditions with a hard
Nor’easter for the first inshore race on Friday
1st December, followed by another Nor’easter
for the offshore race on Saturday and a variable
but building Northerly breeze for the Sunday
inshore pursuit race. There were plenty of photo
opportunities with spinnakers straining and the
old IOR boats charging down Sydney Harbour
in the Nor’easter conditions. The participating
yachts were crewed by current owners and
crews supplemented by many of the original
crew members from the 1967 and subsequent
Australian team and trial boats as guests. Other
early team crewmen enjoyed the racing from

Photos, Karyn Gojnich,
Rene Chapman and
John Jeremy.

8

Admiral’s Cup 50th
Anniversary regatta
continued

the spectator launch. Unfortunately there was a
collision at the start of the first race which took
both Caprice of Huon and Impetuous out of the
Regatta. This was doubly unfortunate as both
these boats had been part of Australian winning
teams for the Admiral’s Cup – Caprice of Huon
in 1967 and Impetuous in 1979.
The Welcome Dinner which was held at RSYS
on Friday 1st December after the first race and
attended by 265 guests is worthy of special
mention and will be remembered by many as a
momentous occasion. The Regatta had three
notable Sydney sailors as Patrons and each was
in attendance at the dinner. Each had significant
involvement in Australian Admiral’s Cup teams in
the 1960’s, ‘70’s and early ‘80’s. These yachtsmen were Gordon Ingate, Syd Fischer and Sir
James Hardy. Gordon Ingate and Sir James
Hardy were interviewed during the evening by
David Salter and entertained the assembled
crowd with anecdotes of their Admiral’s Cup
experiences. Also present at the dinner was
Bill Psaltis (1965 Commodore of CYCA) and six
original crewmen from Balandra and Caprice of
Huon who competed in 1967, three of whom
had come from overseas for the occasion. Many
sailors who participated in various Admiral’s Cup
teams and trial events over four decades were
also in attendance and enjoyed the occasion and
reunion. However the “Guest of Honour” was the
original and beautifully restored Admiral’s Cup
sent by the RORC from London just before the
event to be present at the regatta. To cap off the
nostalgia the Cup was carried into the Carabella
Room by the sons of the three Skippers of the
1967 team yachts – Scott Kaufman from New
York, Anthony Crichton-Brown from London and
the Reynolds brothers from Sydney.
Gordon Ingate was in the 1965 team and his boat
under command of Gordon Reynolds was in the
1967 team. Syd Fischer competed as a member
and Captain of the Australian team six times in his
multiple versions of Ragamuffin between 1969 and
1981. Sir James Hardy competed in his own boat
Runaway in the 1977 team and in the winning
team in 1979 as a helmsman on Impetuous.
The 21 yachts which raced in the event included
10 Australian Admiral’s Cup team boats – Camille

Top: 1979 winner
Impetuous
Above: Mercedes III
(1967) and Vittoria
Right: Ragamuffin
(1969)
Far right: Love and War

(1965), Caprice of Huon and Mercedes III (1967),
the original Ragamuffin (1969), Salacia II (1971),
Love & War and Mercedes IV (1975), Impetuous
(1979), Salacious V (1987) and the original Wild
Oats (2003). Although never Admiral’s Cup
team boats both Lorita Maria and Anitra V were
invited to compete in the regatta to represent
their original owners, respectively Norman Rydge
and the Halvorsen brothers Trygve and Magnus,
each of whom played a significant role in getting
an Australian team into the Admiral’s Cup in the
mid 1960’s. Norman Rydge steered Lorita Maria
throughout the regatta achieving 3rd place in the
first race. Also Gordon Ingate was on the helm of
Caprice of Huon but unfortunately was hit as the
victim of a Port & Starboard incident at the start
of the first race. Scott Kaufman steered Mercedes
III for each of the three races.
In January 2018 another related dinner was held
in the Carabella Room – this time in Honour of Sir
James Hardy and to hear more of his experiences
in the Admiral’s Cup competitions. Sir James, in
his inimitable style, drawing on his remarkable
memory of detail, treated the assembled crowd
of yachts-men and guests to a wonderful and
frightening description of the Fastnet Race in
August 1979 when he and Hugh Treharne were
the designated helmsmen on Impetuous owned
by Graham Lambert. Their result, after managing
the extra-ordinarily wild conditions when many of
the fleet did not, cemented the Admiral’s Cup win
for the Australian team. It was the 28th Fastnet
Race with 306 yachts entered but was overshadowed by the tragic loss of 18 lives including
three rescuers. Sir James told us that at one
stage they estimated the height of the waves from
peak to trough to be three boat lengths which
is approximately the height of the current RSYS
flagpole. The foam built up on the surface of the
sea around the Fastnet Rock was so deep that
it was waist deep on the deck of Impetuous.
Frightening conditions indeed, which most of us
hope never to experience. However the experience
of racing offshore in the Tasman Sea had equipped
the Australians to cope with the extreme wind
and sea conditions better than many other
competitors. Following that race there was much
public debate about whether such dangerous
sport should even be allowed to continue.
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Sir James finished his address by reading an
editorial written in the Daily Telegraph of Fleet
Street dated August 16, 1979 headed “No Safety
at Sea” in which was quoted a poem by Adam
Lindsay Gordon:
No game was ever yet worth a rap
For a rational man to play
Into which no accident, no mishap
Could possibly find its way
The Editorial went on to say “If we still value the
qualities of daring, comradeship and endurance
in our personal life we should cherish the sports
which foster them with the risks they carry. The
lessons of the Fastnet should be studied calmly
and applied sensibly but in the knowledge that
they can never expel danger from yachting and
the conviction that it will be a sad day when this
seafaring people declines the challenge of the
ocean”.
A fitting creed for all of us who love to go to sea
in our sailing boats.

Far left: Wild Oats
(2003)
Left: Salacia II (1971)
Above: Camille (1965)
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Sydney to Hobart
on Comanche
by Stuart Pollard
My 2017 Sydney to Hobart campaign commenced
with a call from Neville Crichton telling me the
‘aircraft carrier’ Comanche needed a second
bowman, and asking was I up to the task. It was
a challenge and an opportunity that I could not
pass up.
Comanche needs no introduction. She holds the
current Transpac record, Transatlantic record and
the 24 hour monohull speed record, and the crew
list reads like the Who’s Who of the sailing world.
Seeing the boat for the first time ‘in the flesh’ was
eye-opening and got my adrenalin pumping. The
size of the yacht, the intricate systems associated
with its operation, and the detail employed to
reduce weight and improve performance were
impressive. A simple example of this is that the
fresh water system which we use to fill our drink
bottles operates off manual foot pumps instead
of electric pumps as they are lighter and less
prone to failure. A more significant example
is that Comanche is the only Super Maxi still
fitted with conventional grinders. It doesn’t have
hydraulic winches because of the additional
weight of the diesel that the boat would have to
carry in a transatlantic record attempt to power
the winches. I have been told that this additional
diesel would add over 1,000kgs to the boat’s
displacement.
As Comanche’s crew reside outside Australia,
training started late in December and carried
through to the race start on Boxing Day. During
this period, the boat was purchased by Jim
Cooney, a fellow RSYS Member. Jim, his son
James and daughter Julia joined the team. Jim’s
timing was spot on, as the forecast for the race
was looking favourable for a record run to Hobart.
Most sailors are aware that the Sydney to Hobart
start is truly unforgettable and one that all sailors
should experience. For me personally, being on
the bow of Comanche – one of the line honours
contenders, is why I sail. It is definitely a tough,
wet, uncomfortable and high-pressure position
to be in, but to be honest, there’s nowhere else
I would rather be.
The starting incident has been widely covered
elsewhere, so I would prefer to talk about
the next 30 hours of sailing, which was truly
memorable. From 5pm on Boxing Day, the
breeze had built to over 25kts and the fleet

was flying down the NSW coast. On Comanche,
in conditions like this, you comfortably sit on
25-28kts and the miles to Hobart pass quickly.
When sailing at this speed, water is literally
everywhere – especially in your boots. The swell
period was quite short for the duration of the
race, which meant that while the waves were not
large, they were close together. Comanche would
bury the bow and a metre of white water would
crash over the deck all the way to the crew sitting
on the aft rail.
Comanche was sailed ‘on the rail’ like this for
the next 24 hours, often sustaining 30kts of boat
speed for long periods with a maximum speed
of 33kts. Sailing at this speed, then burying
the bow, generates an extreme amount of load
on the mast and standing rigging. As you may
appreciate, the crew were on edge for the entire
race. We were always trying to juggle the fine
balance between pushing too hard and breaking
the boat. For the duration of the race I was lucky
enough to get two one hour sleeps in between
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LDV Comanche
ROLEX/Carlo
Borlenghi

sail changes as we managed this risk/reward
conundrum.
Coming into Storm Bay, Comanche had a 10
mile lead over Wild Oats who had sailed an
incredible race from Sydney Heads to Tasman
Light. Throughout the race, our navigator Stan
Honey urged us to push Comanche hard. Stan
outlined that the earlier we entered the Derwent,
the better the chance of there being some
breeze to carry us through to the finish. Whilst
ripping across Storm Bay in daylight on day two
of the race in 30kts of wind, we felt like we may
have pushed hard enough! Unfortunately for the
aircraft carrier, it was not the case.
Entering the Derwent, still in daylight, we were
greeted by nothing more than 0.00kts of wind.
Comanche’s width and rails, which had been
to our advantage up to this point, very quickly
became our Achilles’ heel! Wild Oats carried the
breeze to within 300 metres of the very parked
Comanche and sat next to us for the next 30
minutes. As the breeze slowly filled in to 3-4kts,

the two Super Maxis tussled down the Derwent
with Wild Oats crossing the finish ahead of
Comanche.
Due to Wild Oats’ port-starboard infringement
during the start, Comanche won line honours
in the 2017 Sydney to Hobart race with a new
race record of 1 day 9 hours and 15 minutes.
Sailing on Comanche was incredible. The ability
of the crew to keep a beast like Comanche
under control in such challenging conditions
was testament to their professionalism, skill
and experience. Now that four Super Maxis
call Australia home, bring on the 2018 Sydney
to Hobart and another good tussle for line
honours!
Side note: look up the Facebook page of
‘Shannon Falcone Sailor’. Shannon shot some
incredible on board footage and drone footage
which will provide some context to my comments
above about the race being wet! When you watch
it bear in mind that it is shot from the aft rail of a
100 foot super-maxi.
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Two from
twenty-eight
by Matt Allen
was combined with our existing offshore rig, the
best crew I have ever sailed with and seriously
good sailing conditions, it proved to be everything
we had hoped and delivered a win for our team
that we have been attempting since 2000.
We also set a new record for the fastest time by
a conventionally ballasted boat, set and held by
Brindabella (George Snow) in 1999 (by one hour
36 minutes) and the Under 18.5 metre yacht
record set by Yendys (Geoff Ross) in 2008.
It really was incredible that you could go that
fast in a 52 footer. It was some of the most
exhilarating sailing I’ve ever done and it was
just a great opportunity to push the boat so
hard. It really was the best Hobart in terms of
conditions I have seen in my 28 races.

The best crew I ever
sailed with.
Photo Nic Douglass.

It’s been 34 years since I won my last Rolex
Sydney Hobart. As a 21 year old I won with
Challenge II as the boat captain in my fourth
race, and since then it has been a dream, like
many fellow sailors, to win as a skipper.
This year in the Rolex Sydney Hobart I sailed
my 12th Ichi Ban, and the third I have entered
in three years. My 60 footer finished sixth on
handicap in 2015, the JV52 finished fifth last year.
This edition, a Botin 52, we purpose built in Spain
specifically to win the race. When the new hull

We all know that in yacht racing it isn’t always
about skill. You have got to be good, but you
have also got to be lucky.
We didn’t have the best start to the race, but
we always knew that the Rolex Sydney Hobart
is about way more than just the start. Going into
the first night we had already made up ground
and extended on those who we knew to be our
competitors, including Quest who gave us no
choice but to put the pedal down.
On the first morning, we blew out our A3 and
our A6 spinnakers, leaving us with few options
in what we knew was to be a race primarily
downwind. With our backs against the wall, we
had to come up with the goods to bring the boat
home. So we sailed under a fractional Code Zero
(mid way between a jib and a spinnaker) for a little
while, but our angle was so high that we watched
most of our earlier lead disappear.
Our race restarted again at this point. We waited
for the wind to decline a little, reset the A4 and
decided we needed to run it all the way until we
got the right angle to gybe to Tasman Island in
increasing speed. We really pushed the A4 to
a point where it was very marginal.
The sailmakers reminded me when I had the A4
made that I took every cloth strength up a notch
– so it was up-spec – extra cloth and upgraded
with bigger patches, the foot built higher, even
though it reduced the sail area a bit. The guys
were amazed it didn’t fail. It’s a decision I made
nearly a year ago, and one that I will never regret.

Yacht track.

By this stage we were way east of Tasman when
the shift we were expecting eventually came.
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We were able to drop our A4 and replace it
with the fractional Zero, and we came in hot
to Tasman Island.
That’s when Anthony Merrington (‘Youngster’)
drove like he was stealing a car as we bore
away to the Island. There was so much water
coming over the boat that you couldn’t see.
Wade Morgan (‘Bubsy’) also did a phenomenal
job of driving in tough conditions.
To win the Rolex Sydney Hobart, as a skipper,
is a lifelong dream, but the crew really made it
all happen for me. They really are the best I
have ever sailed with.
Gordon Maguire, the sailing master, and I have
been sailing together since 2002. You have to get
it right and have the right sort of ingredients for
solid camaraderie. The guys just worked so hard
for the team.
Despite the speed that we had in some sections
and taking time out of those around us heading
into Storm Bay, near John Garrow Light we
parked with no wind at all. We sat there for 25
minutes, I know because we were all watching

the clock. No one said anything, but you could
tell that we were all thinking, ‘Here we go again.’
Last year we were becalmed in a similar spot
for five hours and watched the race slip through
our fingers. Experiencing that as a team pushed
us so hard to do everything we could this time
around to make it right.
Probably one of the reasons Tasmanians are
such great sailors is because of how tough the
Derwent can be on you, but this Rolex Sydney
Hobart was no different to the rest. You really do
have to win each segment of the race, and your
division, to get the overall win. This year we had
things go our way, and we drove it like we stole it.
To win the Rolex watch on top of the race itself is
a serious bonus. It might be the most expensive
watch ever, but it really is worth every cent and
every bit of time you invest, because it is such
a tough and demanding race and every year it
throws up something different.
Thank you to my crew, and all who helped with
our campaign to make my record two from 28.
I am already looking forward to my 29th in 2018.

Ichi Ban downwind
Photo: Rolex Media
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Planes, trains and automobiles…
or Hobart the long way
by Bruce Watson
Most participants in the Rolex Sydney to Hobart
Yacht Race cross the start, head south, enter
the Derwent and finish at Battery Point. The
crews then head off for a ‘quiet little drink’. So
convention dictates. But there is another way
to Hobart, one taken by RSYS entrant Imalizard
involving multiple forms of transport. While
not recommended, it is different and certainly
interesting.
Imalizard is a 40’ two handed racer designed for
the Melbourne to Osaka race. It has a deep draft,
light displacement, large sail area and is water
ballasted. In the 2016 Hobart Race it came first in
the PHS Division, the heavy downwind conditions
suiting what is basically a large skiff with minimal
accommodation, not even a floor. Meals involve
rehydrating food powder and eating it out of the
packet. Don’t look for it on the Squadron Cruise.

Photo: Rolex Media

Conditions in the 2017 Hobart looked similar to
2016 and the prospect of another fast downhill
ride was exciting. After a safe start Imalizard

exited the Heads and with the breeze in the east,
set a Code Zero changing to an asymmetrical
spinnaker as the wind moved further north.
The first 24 hours saw the log display 240NM
through the water with Green Cape reached
hours ahead of the 2016 time. Things were
looking good! As the breeze built Imalizard took
off, hitting 25kts at one point. Yacht design has
advanced rapidly over the years as shown by
the 76’ Kialoa II, the 1971 Line Honours winner
only managing gradually to overhaul Imalizard,
half its size, on the afternoon of the second day.
Fine weather, a good following breeze and a
boat that quickly got on the plane. This was
champagne sailing!
Having gybed back to the southwest, at 0100hrs
on the 28th with the breeze now gusting above
30kts, the decision was taken to drop the
spinnaker. Imalizard was moving well at 16kts,
but 30kts of breeze is 30kts! Only one problem.
At some time during the night, unseen by us,
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the forestay had detached from the mast, not an
immediate issue while the boat was hard running
with all load on the backstays. The combination
of a strong breeze, a broach, an involuntary tack
and the spinnaker streaming aft following the tack
being blown, all defeated efforts to run halyards
forward to secure the rig. In hindsight, with so
much pressure aft, that the mast would break
was hardly surprising. Had it come down in the
cockpit, the consequences to life and limb would
have been severe.
150NM from land in Bass Strait in the middle of
the night was not a time to contemplate salvaging
the carbon rig given it could easily hole the yacht,
turning a difficult situation into a very bad one. It
was swiftly cut free and dispatched to the deep,
sails and all. After advising the radio relay vessel
of the situation, that the yacht was afloat and
all were unhurt, we waited till dawn—everything
looks better in daylight—to plot a course to the
nearest land and with water deep enough to take
a yacht drawing over three metres. This turned
out to be the fishing village of Lady Barron on
Flinders Island in the Furneaux Group to the
north of Tasmania proper. But nothing is simple.
The fuel we carried complied with the Sailing
Instructions. But part of it had been used in
charging our batteries and we were as far from
land as it was possible to be. And the current
was running against us at up to three kts making
progress over the ground slow. Careful fuel
calculations were made and variable running
speeds used to eke out the diesel. We ran up
the storm jib on to the mast stump to give us an
extra half kt. At 0900hrs the next day Flinders
Island was sighted and after carefully negotiating
the shoals that guard it, Imalizard was alongside the wharf at 1100hrs. Fortunately, the very
hospitable Flinders Islanders found us a mooring
to leave Imalizard, avoiding the alternative of
stepping the boom as a mast, heading further
south to Tasmania proper and having to deal
with a fast-approaching westerly front.
While the fascinating and physically wild Furneaux
Group of 53 mostly uninhabited islands has a
small population of around 900, it is serviced
by air, which we took advantage of to fly to
Launceston and then drive to Hobart arriving in
time to join in the celebrations. This was not how
we planned to arrive in Hobart but arrive we did.

Sailing inculcates skills and traits which are
subconsciously learnt over many years. Decision
making, responsibility, teamwork, planning. So
it was when Imalizard lost its rig in the middle
of Bass Strait at night in 30kts and proceeded
independently to the nearest land. Imalizard’s
small Corinthian crew of six all meshed in
and worked calmly as an integrated whole to
achieve an outcome that saw all safe on dry
land. Everyone was truly ‘in the same boat’.
The glamourous maxi yachts with their large
professional crews are a terrific spectacle and
generate much needed public interest in the
Hobart race and sailing in general. All power to
them. But Imalizard’s 2017 Hobart demonstrates
that the challenges of offshore yacht racing
impact every yacht, big or small, professional or
amateur and the need to be prepared for every
eventuality. And while it might sound hackneyed,
there are no truer words than found in the saying
‘All’s well that ends well!’

Bruce with a wounded
Imalizard back home
for repairs.
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To Hobart On
Young Endeavour
by John Brooks
Having given up ocean racing for good back in
2006, I hold off telling Kaye that once again I’ll
be deserting her on Boxing Day and heading
out to sea on the Sail Training Ship (STS) Young
Endeavour because I’m not sure of her reaction.
It’s simple cowardice, really.
Not that I know about it much in advance anyway.
There I am, in early December, only half listening
to a conversation between Tim Cox and Bruce
Gould when it dawns on me they are talking
about using the STS Young Endeavour as a backup radio relay vessel (RRV) for the Rolex Sydney
to Hobart Race and that Bruce and I will be the
radio operators.
After a half-second or so to get a grip on this
novel idea, I’m hooked. Not that they ask me
for my opinion. Somehow, I don’t know how,
Kaye gets the idea that I’ll only be on Young
Endeavour for one day. The truth comes out at
a pre-Christmas party and I have to do a lot of
grovelling.
For those of you who have forgotten, the tall
ship Young Endeavour is the gift of the British
Government and people to the Australian
Government and people on the occasion in
1988 of our country’s bi-centenary. As the mere
mention of the latter four words these days brings
screams of heart-attack-threatening outrage from
Australia’s politically-correct snowflakes, I won’t
dwell on that aspect. Suffice it to say that the STS
Young Endeavour is a British-built Brigantine, 239
tonnes, LOA 44 metres and a beautiful tall ship.
The PM at the time, Bob Hawke, decreed that
a trust would run the youth sail training scheme
and, wisely, that the RAN would run the ship.
Since then, the Young Endeavour has sailed
nearly 400,000NM around Australia and the world
and safely introduced 13,000 young Australians
to the adventure of tall ship sailing. On this
occasion, 24 of them, about 50/50 male/female,
would make the cruise from Sydney to Hobart
with the 11 strong RAN crew commanded by
Lt Cdr Mike Gough.

… the square sails are unfurled (Topsail &
Topgallant here, with the Course to come).

But why combine this cruise with the Rolex
Sydney Hobart Yacht Race? Given the often poor
radio propagation conditions in the Tasman Sea,
two RRVs are better than one and the Young
Endeavour adds a search and rescue element,
especially in Bass Strait.
Before leaving our berth in Woolloomooloo on
Boxing Day, the crew spends a couple of hours
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training the youth group in tall ship rig climbing,
a tricky business requiring strict safety measures,
not to mention courage. We two radio operators
watch in fascination, but keep our feet firmly
planted on the main deck. In fact, this youth
group is classed as ’Returnees’, those who have
previously crewed on the Young Endeavour, so
this is more of a refresher course for them.
At noon, the Young Endeavour departs the
Navy base, and with Kyle Rensford the ship’s
Navigation Officer at the helm, threads its way
carefully through the gathering spectator and race
fleet to Sydney Heads – no easy task given the
size of the Young Endeavour and the chaos of
Sydney Harbour during the pre-race start period.

“Stopper off”. The stopper line is removed and,
with a little tidying up, the gybe is complete.
There’s more going on, but that’s the gist of it.
* The cry “Two! Six! Haul!” comes from the days
of square rigger gun crews: numbers 2 and 6 of
a gun crew were responsible for hauling on the
gun carriage tackles to run the cannon out after it
was loaded. We are to hear this call often during
the voyage.
After ‘wearing ship’ and ‘tacking ship’ exercises,
and the ’returnees‘ have demonstrated to
the Sailing Master and the Captain that they
remember their lessons from earlier cruises,

Safely at sea, further training in the complex
handling of a tall ship takes place. For example,
this is what happens when the Young Endeavour
gybes, a relatively simple matter for the average
yacht. The Sailing Master (SM), Adam Powell,
takes over and, no, he’s not some grizzled old
seaman with an eye patch, he’s a young RAN
Lieutenant.:
SM: “Captain, ready to wear ship”
Captain: “Wear ship”
SM: “Hands to tacking stations”. Hands close up
to assigned positions. “Standby to wear ship”.
Coils are collapsed and sheets flaked.
Captain: “Turn”. Helmsman commences turn.
SM: “Helms up”. Ship begins to alter course.
“Off turns”. The turns on pins are reduced, course
tacks and sheets are cast off and clear to run.
“Let draw ‘tween mast topsails”. Topsails sheets
are eased and sails gybe across.
“Brace the yards. Let go and haul”. Yards are
braced to the other tack.
“Let draw the headsails”. Headsails are drawn
across
“All braces well”. Order to stop hauling on braces.
“Down slack lee braces”. Lee braces hauled taut.
“All spare hands to the jib”. All hands muster to
the jib sheet.
NB: There are no jib sheet winches, it’s all done
by muscle power.
“Two! Six! Haul!”*. The hands on the jib sheet pull
hard and take up the cry, “Two! Six! Haul!” as the
jib sheet is hauled in manually.
“Pass the stopper”. The stopper line is bent on to
the jib sheet, the jib sheet tension is eased to the
stopper and the sheet is secured to a belaying pin.

Young Endeavour reaches down the coast off
a building easterly under jib, fore-staysail, main
staysail, topgallant staysail and main.
The Super Maxis and Maxis come racing past,
eerily quiet except for the rush of bow waves
and the squawky-squeaky sound of easing Code
Zero sheet tension. We might be 150 years and
thousands of technical innovations apart, but it’s
still the same basic concept – men and boats at
sea under sail. Sign of the times: women sailors
pulling their weight on both the race boats and
the square-rigger.
The Young Endeavour crew, less we ‘idlers’,
begins a watch routine and Bruce and I take
the first radio sked at 1705hrs when we hear
Stan Honey confirm by radio Comanche’s port/
starboard protest against Wild Oats 11. He gives

The radio room. Photos
John Brooks.
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To Hobart on Young
Endeavour Continued

I experience the same smug satisfaction the next
morning as the smell of Chef Keely’s freshlybaked cinnamon scrolls permeates the galley.
The second day is a perfect east coast summer
day: flat seas (swell 1m, wind waves 1.5m) with a
brisk northerly. On Young Endeavour the square
sails are unfurled (Course, Topsail, Topgallant)
and we romp along at speeds up to 11kts. All
right, I know that’s chicken feed compared to
the 30+kts experienced by the carbon-hulled
show-offs up front of the race, but on a square
rigger with acres of canvas and literally miles of
cordage it’s plenty.
Especially when I’m allowed a turn on the helm.
It’s not exactly precision steering but it’s all
impressive enough when you look up and see
the towering rig above you, 44 metres of ship
ahead of you and you’re in control (well, sort of…)
Bruce takes over the helm and makes it look as
if he’s born to it.

Taking a turn on the
helm.

no details of course, some of which we garner
from the internet news on our mobile phones
along with the fourth Test cricket score.
The wind strengthens and backs to the north; the
large and medium-size race yachts, spinnakers
set, soon pass Young Endeavour as we take up
our assigned station amid the last third of the
scattered race fleet. Lasting for nearly three days,
the wind pattern provides a golden opportunity
for the race record seekers which contributes
to Comanche smashing by over four hours
Perpetual Loyal’s 2016 race record – one that
had been expected to remain unbroken for years.
First night out and dinner is served. Now another
big difference between Young Endeavour and the
race yachts becomes glaringly evident: soup, a
choice of two mains: pork ribs in BBQ sauce or
duck breast with citrus sauce and vegetables,
with fruit salad and/or ice cream to follow. Our
plates are piled high and I smile smugly at the
thought of my mate Stan Honey, Comanche’s
navigator, tucking into a plastic bag of freezedried, unidentifiable mush with a spoon.

We carry the northerly down the coast and
approach Bass Strait with the super-Maxis
already finished in Hobart. It’s a fairly safe bet
that something in the 45’ to 60’ class will take
the race on handicap unless they get posted in
the Derwent. The fleet is now spread out from
Ulladulla to Hobart and we’re having difficulty
staying in HF radio contact with the primary
radio relay vessel JBW.
Bass Strait is so benign it’s boring, which is a
relief compared to some of my earlier visits.
Much later, still in this weather pattern, we pull
into Wineglass Bay on Tasmania’s Freycinet
Peninsula and anchor. It’s warm enough for a
swim and the youth crew dive in only to surface
gasping from the cold water shock. They don’t
stay there long. Nor does Young Endeavour:
we up anchor and head out to sea to take a race
radio schedule, one that is increasingly difficult to
copy with the fleet scattered so widely.
We continue down past Maria Island to Tasman
Island and, with the sun setting to the northwest, pass through the narrow passage between
Tasman Island and Cape Pillar on the mainland.
Race yachts have to round Tasman island so this
is something new to me and it’s quite spectacular.
The winds are building 25 to 30kts and gusting,
not unusual around here, and bullets are coming
out of Port Arthur. We move out into Storm Bay,
well-named but relatively quiet at this stage.
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The forecast of 40kt winds accompanying an
approaching cold front forces the Captain’s hand
and Young Endeavour crosses Storm Bay and
works up the Derwent to an anchorage in Sandy
Bay early on 30 December where we hear the
news that Matt Allen’s Botin Ichi Ban, has won
the race overall. The dozen or so yachts behind
us are now in contact with Hobart Race Control
so our RSHYR radio relay job is complete.
The crew relaxes with fun and games and boat
runs ashore for the crew to visit the Salamanca
markets and the Shipwrights Arms of course.
The next day, New Year’s Eve, we move to our
assigned berth at Hobart’s Macquarie Wharf.
It’s intended that the youth crew man the yards
as we move into port, but the 40kt gusts coming
off the hills puts paid to that idea. We idlers watch
with admiration as, unassisted, the RAN crew
lays the ship gently alongside Macquarie Wharf
in gusty conditions. The voyage is now complete
for both the youth sailors and we ‘idlers’. Thank
you Captain Mike Gough, thank you Young
Endeavour crew, thank you RAN for a great
experience.
Oh, by the way, anyone considering taking
our places on Young Endeavour for the 2018

Rolex Sydney-Hobart race, be warned: the navy
discipline is medieval (10 lashes for even minor
infractions), the bunks hard, the noise below
decks unbearable – worse than a TP52 – and
the air unbreathable. Don’t even think about it!
Bruce and I will sacrifice ourselves.
Young Club Members, you can apply to join
the Young Endeavour crew on a voyage.
See the STS Young Endeavour website:
www.youngendeavour.gov.au

Interestingly, there is
no autopilot on Young
Endeavour.

End of cruise, the
ship’s company in
Hobart.

20

An evening with
Sir James Hardy
by Richard Lawson
The end of the Australian summer holiday was a
very special time for the RSYS Cruising Division.
Two days prior to Australia Day was our scheduled
monthly forum for January, and we were most
fortunate to have as our guests Sir James Hardy
and Lady Hardy.
The evening was also special for the Division in
that it was a two course sit down dinner in the
Carabella Room, where we heard Sir James
Gilbert Hardy (‘Jim’ to us) reflect on his Admiral’s
Cup experiences. These reflections extended
over many Admiral’s Cup challenges and included
participating on yachts such as Alan Bond’s
Apollo II, his own Niamba/Runaway (1977) and
Graeme Lambert’s Impetuous (1979).
A coincidence of the evening was a “mini
Impetuous gathering” that occurred as four
members of the Impetuous crew of that time,
were present. Those crew members were
Graeme Lambert, Richard Chapman, James
Merrington and Jim Hardy (one of the yacht’s
principal helmsmen).
We were regaled with memories of many well
recognised people including Syd Fischer, Alan
Bond, Ben Lexcen, Hugh Treharne, Gordon
Reynolds (team captain for the 1967 victory), the
Packer brothers and many others. Some time
was spent talking about the influence Ben Lexan
had on ocean racing yacht design with his break
through designs of Apollo, Apollo II, and Ginko.

Photos by
Gaila Merrington

Inevitably the conversation moved to the ‘1979
Challenge Year’, which resulted in an outstanding
success for the Australian team of Ragamuffin
(Syd Fischer), Impetuous (Graeme Lambert) and
Police Car (Peter Cantwell). Unfortunately, the ’79
Challenge is most remembered for the disaster
that was the Fastnet Race. This race resulted in
the loss of 20 lives, lost or drowned, when an
incredible storm hit the fleet while approaching
the Fastnet Rock in the Irish Sea.
Sir James Hardy was able to recount his own
personal experiences and feelings throughout
that race, and in particular his memory of the
storm which lasted for approximately 30 hours.
He recalled the storm’s arrival while steering
Impetuous during the evening watch and when
the storm hit at about 10pm:
• The navigation of Phil Eadie throughout the
period as he guided the yacht to round the
Fastnet Rock in windspeeds exceeding 60kts
and with an incredible building seaway.
• The steering of the yacht by Hugh Treharne
during the early hours of the morning whilst
they approached and rounded the Rock.
• Hugh having to tack the yacht from port to starboard as a “big hooker” on starboard approached,
out of the mist, and forcing them to decide to
tack below or not! Would they clear the rock?
• The spume which was all over the deck of
Impetuous making it impossible to see any part
of the yacht for hours on end.
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• Bearing away around the Rock and then having
to steer the yacht down enormous waves which
were at least four boat lengths to the bottom of
the trough (Impetuous at 41 feet)
His account was absolutely spellbinding and not
one person in the room was able to move or
comment, due to the tension of this amazing story.
The Australian team went on to win the Fastnet
Race and the overall Regatta for 1979, thanks
to the wonderful teamwork and skill of all three
yachts. The Fastnet Race results saw Impetuous
take 3rd, Police Car 4th and Ragamuffin 13th.
Sir James Hardy recalled how, in the very heavy
conditions, one of the larger yachts was unable
to sail toward the finish in Plymouth and was
last seen on a course toward Spain! He also
noted that one of the opposition was reported
to say, “The funny Aussies on Impetuous flying
a spinnaker towards the finish when no other
boat was prepared to do so!” What an impression
that skill and sportsmanship must have left in the
opposition’s mind.
Another brief story was regarding Harold
Cudmore and yacht designer Ron Holland who
were aboard the Irish yacht Golden Apple of the
Sun. Unfortunately they broke a rudder, badly
damaged the yacht and were forced to leave
the yacht via the life raft and helicopter, but not
before Harold left a message to say ”Gone to
lunch, will be back soon.”

Sir James Hardy closed his address by reading
from the UK’s Daily Telegraph editorial which
reviewed the Fastnet Race shortly after the finish.
Comment was made on the loss of life, the
lessons that needed to be learnt and how new
and important safety standards were required.
At the same time, the Editorial pleaded that “risk
in sport” be retained as these challenges are
required for the human spirit to grow and develop.
It was a most poignant and fitting end to a unique
evening for the RSYS Cruising Division. The
Division is fortunate and grateful to have had
fellow Squadron Member Sir James Hardy share
time with us.
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Youth News

up to 75 boats in the Radial division, made for
some exciting races. Many of the races tested
our physical strength and boat handling, with
no room for mistakes.
I personally struggled in these conditions mainly
due to being underweight in the Radial. However
my quick decision making and boat handling kept
me in the top half of the fleet and I came away
with a 24th overall in the division.
A big thank you to our coaches Mike Leigh
(RSYS Laser Coach) and Tristan Brown (NSW
Team Coach) who have done an amazing job
and helped push me to where I am now.
Also, congratulations to the rest of the Squadron
sailors who managed to achieve some excellent
results – including five of the top 10 in 4.7s and
three of the top 10 in Radials.

2018 Australian Youth Nationals
by Brooke Wilson
The Australian Youth Nationals were held at the
Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron from 12 to
15 January.

Ian Louis and
Rohan Stannage.

2018 Oceania and Australian Open
Laser Championship
by Jack Littlechild
From 27 December 2017 to 4 January 2018
a large team of RSYS Laser sailors competed
at the Oceania and Australian Open Laser
Championship in Brisbane.
Throughout the event we raced in a wide range
of difficult conditions with breezes ranging from
6kts to 25kt gusts, extremely strong tides and
sharp chop. These conditions coupled with the
strong competition and the difficult starts, with

RSYS Laser sailors
at the Nationals.

More than 170 sailors competed in this year’s
event in both single-handed (Bic Techno, Laser
4.7, Laser Radial) and double-handed classes
(29er, 420, Nacra 15.) 17 Squadron sailors
travelled north over the Christmas break to
compete in the Bic Techno, Laser 4.7, Laser
Radial and Nacra 15 classes.
The regatta brought lots of mixed and challenging
conditions and ups and downs for everyone.
On the Laser 4.7 and Radial course, we
experienced a couple of very long days, including
one day when we spent more than six hours on
the water, completing four one-hour long races
in 20kts and a sharp chop.
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On the Laser courses, we were fortunate
enough to have our coaches Mike Leigh, Klade
Hauschildt and Tristan Brown. We all are very
appreciative of the support we have received
from them.
I think we can all agree that everyone’s attitude,
effort and determination during the year has been
reflected in not only their results but their overall
sailing ability in the difficult conditions that we
experienced. Over the year, we have grown closer
as a group, we have supported and encouraged
one another, and I’m sure that everyone is looking
forward to a well-earned break prior to returning
to school and our regular training sessions.
Well done to all the Squadron sailors who
attended this year’s event.

Will and Evie are on the way to the
Youth Olympic Games and Youth
World Championship
by Andy Cooley
Our Squadron Youth Members Will Cooley
and Evie Haseldine have qualified to represent
Australia at the next World Sailing Youth
Championship, to be held at Corpus Christi,
Texas, USA, from 14 to 21 July 2018. They
will also be representing Australia at the 2018
Youth Olympics in Buenos Aires, Argentina in
October 2018.

Congratulations
Will and Evie.

Will and Evie are sailing in the Nacra 15, a
high-performance multihull pathway boat to
the bigger foiling Nacra 17 Olympic class
boat. For Youth and World sailing events, the
Nacra 15 is a compulsory mixed male/female
combination, representing the future direction
of a more inclusive Olympics and high action
X-Games style format.
To qualify for both these events Will and Evie first
won the Nacra 15 Australian Championship sailed
out of Humpybong Yacht Club in early January.
Going into the last day, Will and Evie held a slim
two-point lead over second place in the 16 boat
fleet. Sailing the last three races conservatively,
they finished on equal points with the Queensland
team. The Australian title was then decided on a
points count back.

Will joined RSYS with the Youth Laser squad after
sailing in Sabots and Optimists and at the age
of 13 represented Australia at the 2016 Optimist
World Championship in Portugal.

Two days later, the Australian Youth Sailing
Championship, and the Oceania & Asia Youth
Olympic Games Qualifier got into full swing at
Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron. Over four
days of racing, wind ranged from 5-25 kts. On
the final day Will and Evie held a 4 points lead
over former Youth Sailing World Champion Tom
Crockett, achieving a 2nd, 1st, 1st to win the
regatta by 16 points and confirm their spot in
the Australian Youth Team, and qualify for the
Youth Olympic Games.

The journey will continue as Will and Evie prepare
for the Nacra 15 World Championship to be
sailed off Barcelona, Spain in April. There will be
regattas and training camps in Australia ahead of
the Youth Worlds in Texas, USA, and the Youth
Olympic Games in Buenos Aires, Argentina. A
busy year ahead.

Evie started sailing Sabots at the age of six.
Before joining Will in the Nacra late last year
she competed in her much loved Sabot, Flying
11s, 29ers and Cherubs at a national level.
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Hard Fought
Hardy Cup 2018
by Zac Quinlan
As one of the premier events held by the
Squadron the Hardy Cup Sydney International
Regatta has had a long tradition of being a showcase for upcoming sailors on the Youth match
racing circuit. This year’s regatta saw teams
converge from across Australia and New Zealand
with over half the skippers ranked under 150 in
the World Sailing Open Match Racing Rankings.
The Squadron was represented by two teams
with Charlotte Griffin and Nick Rozenauers on
the helms.
Racing was conducted directly in front of the
Clubhouse and the tight competition between
the teams drew spectators throughout the event.
The first stage of the regatta, the round robin,
saw several teams pull ahead including dark
horse John Lynch (Darwin Sailing Club). John
and his team managed to secure second place
after the round robin with eight wins and beating
regatta favourite George Anyon (RNZYS.)
The Quarter Finals saw a shake-up of the top
eight with stiff competition and close racing
between the teams. The Squadron’s Performance
team helmed by Nick Rozenauers battled against
Tom Grimes (Cruising Yacht Club of Australia)
but was knocked out after four heated matches
between the teams. Patrick Harris (RNZYS) and
his team also fought hard in their matches against
John Lynch (DSC) and managed to secure their

The RSYS teams from
left to right Klade
Hauschildt (coach),
Madi Kornman,
Mitch Evans, Marlena
Berzins, Charlotte
Alexander, Charlotte
Griffin (H), Nick
Rozenauers (H), Tiana
Wittey, Zac Quinlan,
Charlotte Porter and
Angus Olding. Photo
Darcie Collington.

spot in the semi-finals after five races. The
Squadron’s Commodore was out on Sir James
Hardy’s classic yacht Nerida and commented
on the “First-rate competition this week” and
the “well-practiced and fine-tuned” nature of
all teams.
The final day of racing saw a large turnout of
spectators keen to watch the top four teams
compete for the Hardy Cup. Regatta leader
Clare Costanzo (RPAYC) and her women’s team
continued their winning streak only dropping
one race to Patrick Harris (RNZYS) in their semifinal matches. George Anyon (RNZYS) and Tom
Grimes (CYCA) traded wins in their semi-finals
with George managing to claim the last race
and secure the spot in the final.
The final between Clare Costanzo (RPAYC) and
George Anyon (RNZYS) saw extremely tight
racing with the lead changing multiple times
throughout each of the races. Despite a valiant
effort by George and his team, Clare and her
women’s team demonstrated their superb sailing
skills and won all three of their races winning
the Hardy Cup 2018. This gave Clare an historic
win as the first female to win the Hardy Cup as
well as the first women’s team to win the event.
Next year’s regatta will be held from 3 to 7
February 2019.

New Members
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The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below
to membership of the Squadron
New Member

Proposer

METROPOLITAN
Howard, Megan
Storry, Jennifer
Walsh, Julie
Atkinson, Siew Luan
Brooks, Richard
Biggs, Alexia
Carr, John
Campbell, Patricia
Clinch, Dierdre
de Forest, Jennifer
Dodds, Diana
Darvey, Nadia
Dunn, David (Dr)
Sharpe, Margaret
Hawker, Michael
Smith, Patrick
Stewart, Marcus
McCarthy, Martyn
Nash, Michael
Morton, Jocelyn
Laving, Marilyn
McLeod, Andrew
Tattersall, Jessica (Dr)
Saxon, Grant
Petzold, Tess
Hammond King, Annabel
Kingsmill, Nicholas
Rowe, Nicholas
Fenwick, Julian
Sutton, Bruce
Abey, Arun

J M Grace
L Tutt OAM
A Burt
M Whitnall
J C Richardson OAM
K D Gojnich
M A Ross
K D Gojnich
B O’Connor
M J A Connery OAM
L Vains
K S Young
A M Howe
A G K Simons
S C A Ingate
J P H Stephen
P M Antaw
T C Powell
K D Gojnich
L E Tutt OAM
J L Hassall
A J Eastley
M Whitnall
C F Moore
P A Scardifield
I Kingsford Smith
Vice Com. D P Ward
R Evans
R G Cassidy
R C Small
P Clitheroe

COUNTRY
Bentivoglio, Ann
Hampton, Chris
Sides, Nicole (Dr)

P C MacDougall
D Chapman
H P Goddard

ABSENTEE
Reickert, Erick

G Fountain

New Member

Proposer

INTERMEDIATE:
Darby, Lia
Drury, Alexandra
Rahilly, Michael
Roberts, Benjamin
Robey, Richard
Carmichael, Amberley
Johnson, Tyler
Hardi, Eilidh (Nell)
Wotherspoon, Kathryn
Talbot, Aaron

G Hill
A D Pfeiffer
G Dow
B J Wilson
P Kearney
K D Gojnich
K D Gojnich
S D Pollard
K D Gojnich
J M Waring

AFFILIATE
Sharpe, Charles (Dr)
Atkinson, Stephen
Bell, Patricia
Lidbetter, Pamela
McLeod, Dierdre
Norman, Kenneth (Dr)
Walsh, James
West, Annabel
Albert, Vicki
Willis-Reickert, Susan (Lady)
Moorcroft, Yve
Delaney, Sharon
Sutton, Valerie
Bolger, Bernadette

A Simons
M Whitnall
W Walter
M S Lindsay
A J Eastley
H P Goddard
A Burt
T Marsden
Rear Com. C Brook
G Fountain
B Gould
R G Lawson
R C Small
P Clitheroe

YOUTH:
Brown, Lachlan
Levy, Amelia
Littlechild, Ryan
McDonald, Hamish
Sheppard, Jarrah
Stannage, Rohan
Grew, Patrick
Atkinson, Madeline
Atkinson, Cate
Atkinson, Edward
Walsh, Sarah
Walsh, Harrison
Walsh, Oliver
West, Amelia
Albert, Jack
Albert, Georgie
Albert, Alice
Albert, Sophie

D Watson
D Watson
R McLachlan
R McLachlan
R McLachlan
R McLachlan
S F Wilson
M Whitnall
M Whitnall
M Whitnall
A Burt
A Burt
A Burt
T Marsden
Rear Com. C
Rear Com. C
Rear Com. C
Rear Com. C

The Flag Officers,
Committee and
Members extend their
sympathies to the
families of those recently
deceased Members
listed below:

Brook
Brook
Brook
Brook

Halvorsen, Verity Anne;
Huggins, Helen
Margaret;
Berriman, Patricia;
Wallace OAM,
Harry Lachlan;
Hercus AO,
Philip Christian;
Robinson,
Michael Patrick;
Terry, John Hewat;
Crawford, John
Crosslands.

26

Australia Day Long
Weekend Raft Up

An Evening aboard
the James Craig

by John Hancox

by David Salt
On Monday 11 December 44 RSYS Members
converged on Pyrmont Bay, having mostly
travelled on the ferry from Milsons or McMahons
Points – a very relaxing way to get to the James
Craig. We were welcomed on board by Alan
Edenborough who, together with a small
volunteer team from the Sydney Heritage Fleet,
made us feel very special.
We were encouraged to look around the James
Craig and go below decks to explore the quarters
occupied by the crew on their long voyages
around the world. For the next two and half
hours we enjoyed pre-Christmas drinks and Alan
remained on hand to talk to Members about what
was obviously a very important part of his life and
he talked lovingly about the James Craig, the other
Sydney Heritage Fleet boats and the hoped-for
redevelopment of Pyrmont Bay into a World class
tourist attraction set around the James Craig.

Photo Richard Lawson.

Six boats converged on Hen and Chicken Bay
on the Friday evening after enjoying a day of
fabulous weather to celebrate Australia Day.
They anchored in shallow water below what
was the first animal quarantine station for NSW.
This is now preserved as a piece of history plus
the addition of a public BBQ area with sheltered
seating. A sandy beach provides a convenient
landing place for dinghies. Once ashore it is a
short but steep climb up to the roadway providing
access to Sydney Rowing Club and other venues.
The river is a practice area for school and club
rowers who arrive in the early morning to take
advantage of smooth water.
On Friday night everyone enjoyed sundowners
and snacks on board Hans Off (Geoff and Ros
Jarrett) – not bad for a 38 footer, before retiring
to dinner in smaller numbers. In addition to
Hans Off, there was Rapunzel (Richard and
Sandy Lawson), Matang (Rob and Fran Hardy),
Magnificat (John and Robbie Hancox), Mercier
(James and Gaila Merrington) and Allegro
(John and Jackie Taylor.) On Saturday morning
Mercier and Allegro left for club racing. Hans Off
transferred their guests (David and Sarah Salt) to
Magnificat before returning for grandparent duty.

Far right: James Craig
evening. Photos Gaila
Merrington.

After a morning of exploring and early lunch, the
group of eight rowed to shore and enjoyed an
evening BBQ, returning at dusk to retire early on
another balmy night. Sunday was D-day for all.
A very enjoyable weekend.

The night was Sydney at its very best: a balmy
evening with the lights of Barangaroo shining
overhead as the sun went down. The evening
slowly wrapped up, Members said their good
nights and caught the ferry back after a wonderful
and enlightening evening aboard a grand old lady
moored in an ever-changing environment. It was
definitely an event not to miss!
The Sydney Heritage Fleet is an organisation
close to many Club Members’ hearts and a
number serve as Directors, Trustees or

RSYS Activities 2018
March to June

Governors, including Robert Albert AO RFD RD,
John Diacopoulos, Hugh Lander, Ian MacDiarmid,
Mike York, Gordon Ingate, Nigel Stoke and
Peter Hemery. (Apologies if I’ve left off anyone!)
I encourage you pay a visit for a very interesting
and pleasant outing.

March

Saturday 10
Tuesday 13
Wednesday 14
Wednesday 14
Thursday 15
Friday 16
Sunday 18
Wednesday 21
Wednesday 21
Friday 23
Friday 23
Sunday 25
Tuesday 27
Wednesday 28
Wednesday 28
30-2 April

April

Wednesday 4
Friday 6
Saturday 7
Wednesday 11
Wednesday 11
Sunday 15
Wednesday 18
Wednesday 18
Wednesday 25
21-28
Sunday 29

Quarterly Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
Tuesday Twilight Prize Giving Presentation, CCA
Intermediate Bridge Lesson #2, Shell Cove Room
Family & Friends Night “Tapas”, CCA
Guest Speaker Dinner, ‘Deepsea Challenge’,
Carabella Room
Sunset Bar, Shell Cove Room
Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Intermediate Bridge Lesson #3, Shell Cove Room
Wine Appreciation Evening, CCA
Friday Twilight final race
Sunset Bar, Shell Cove Room
Sunday jazz, CCA
Opera by the Harbour – ‘La Boheme’
Cruising Division Seminar, ‘Sydney Anchorages’, CCA
Intermediate Bridge Lesson #4, Shell Cove Room
Easter Long Weekend
Tech Talk #1, Kirribilli Room
Friday Twilight Prize Giving Dinner, Carabella Room
Summer series final race
Family & Friends Night “Curry”, CCA
Tech Talk #2, Kirribilli Room
Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Tech Talk #3, Kirribilli Room
Wine Appreciation Evening, CCA
Anzac Day
Squadron Annual Cruise
Sunday jazz, CCA

May

Friday 4

Guest Speaker Lunch – ‘Beecroft Caricatures’,
Carabella Room
Saturday 5
Winter series starts
Sunday 6
Long Lunch ‘Tasmania’, Carabella Room
Monday 7
New Members Cocktail Party, Neutral Bay Verandah
Wednesday 9 Family & Friends Night, CCA
Friday 11
Annual Cruise Prize Giving Dinner, Carabella Room
Sunday 13
Mother’s Day Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Tuesday 15
Theatre & Dinner – Book of Mormon
Wednesday 16 Wine Appreciation Evening, CCA
Saturday 19
Youth Prize Giving Dinner, Carabella Room
Sunday 20
Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Wednesday 23 Cruising Division Seminar, CCA
Sunday 27
Sunday jazz, CCA

June

Friday 1

Squadron Annual Prize Giving, Carabella Room
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Squadron
Crested Goods

Card Players
Calendar 2018

Item

March

Price

RSYS branded Zhik sailing gear
Mens/Ladies Cotton Polo

$90

Long Sleeve Mens/Ladies Dry Polo

$93.50

Hoodie

$126.50

Fleece Vest

$180

Mens/Ladies Kiama Jacket

$260

Mens/Ladies Technical Short

$155

Sailing Visor

$26.50

PFD

$140

Sailing Gloves

$17

Event Tee

$32

Purrsha Jacket

$140

Other items
V-Neck Jumper

$135

Submariner Jumper

$176

Rugby Jersey

$88

Baseball Cap

$29

Beanie

$20

Wide Brim Hat

$30

Sunglass Strap

$16.50

D-Loop Belt

$73.50

Cufflinks

$27.50

Club Silk Tie (Members only)

$79.50

Ladies Scarf

$71.50

Lapel Pin

$5.50

Squadron History Book Volume 2

$13.50

Burgees in various sizes

$33-92

Squadron Buttons

$7.20-8.50

Members receive a 10% discount
Prices include GST

All items are available from the RSYS Retail
Store in the Sailing Office reception area.

Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday

April

Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Monday

May

Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday

12
15
19
22
26
29

Mixed Bridge
Rubber
Mixed Bridge – supervised
Duplicate
Mixed Bridge
Teams Bridge

2
5
9
12
16
19
23
26
30

Easter Monday – NO mixed bridge
Rubber
Mixed Bridge
Duplicate
Mixed Bridge – supervised
Rubber
Mixed Bridge
Duplicate
Mixed Bridge

3
7
10
14
17
21
24
28
31

Rubber
Mixed Bridge – supervised
Duplicate
Mixed Bridge
Rubber
Mixed Bridge – supervised
Duplicate
Mixed Bridge
Teams Bridge

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 14 March
Wednesday 11 April
Wednesday 9 May
$60 per person
Notes on Card Dates:
1. First & Third Thursday – Price $30 includes
sandwich luncheon. On the First Thursday in
July 2018 a Hot Dish will be served in place
of the sandwich luncheon. Price $45.00.
The Annual Meeting will be held on 7th June
2018 in the Kirribilli Room.
2. Second & Fourth Thursdays – Price $30
includes sandwich luncheon.
3. Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday
afternoons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings
should be made by Friday of the preceding week
and where possible in pairs to facilitate play.
All welcome. First & Third Mondays – Price $20.00
includes supervision. Second & Fourth Mondays –
Price $5.00.
4. Members wishing to make permanent
bookings for 2018 are requested to complete
the special form for this purpose, available from
the reception desk.

House
Information

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the
company of an adult, are expected to dress in
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are
not permitted.

Children

Careening Cove Anchorage

Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am.
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm.
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.
Cook your own BBQ
Saturday 12pm to 9pm.
Sunday 12pm to 4pm.
Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings
are recommended and may be made through
Reception on 9955 7171.

The Dining Room

Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,
seated by 8pm.

Squadron Grand Buffet

The Buffet is held on the 3rd Sunday of each
month for Lunch from 12.30pm and quarterly
on Saturdays for dinner at 6.30pm.

Main Bar Hours

Monday to Friday from 12pm.

Reception Hours

Whilst there is someone attending the telephone
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct
information is given and received, that Member
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge,
functions, events or accommodation) are made
during reception hours.
The House Reception is manned Monday
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends
from 9am until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Smoking

Members and their guests are advised that
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse.

Dress Regulations

Careening Cove Anchorage
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans,
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.
Neutral Bay Verandah
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear
a jacket.

Children, 12 years and over, in the company
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse
between Monday and Friday. Children of all
ages in the company of an adult Member are
welcome during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements

Members are reminded that under the Royal
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names
and addresses of Members’ guests must be
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.
This is also a requirement of the Registered
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties
for non-compliance.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable
company of the Member and not remain on the
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation

House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.
Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the
apartments is not available.
All House rooms and apartments are decorated
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht
club burgees. Members and their guests can
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and
facilities.
Deposits:
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of
booking (this deposit may be transferable to
another date provided written notice is given
14 days in advance and approved by the
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is
available from the Members section of the
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones

Members please be aware that the use of mobile
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse.
This also includes the Careening Cove area,
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the
Carabella Room and Bars.
SMS and the use of silent smart phones are
permitted.
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Milson Silver Goblets. Photo Andrea Francolini

