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1From the Helm

by Commodore  
Richard Chapman

Relaunching the Squadron Foundation
One of the great dilemmas that faces every 
Commodore is how to sensibly invest in the 
Squadron’s facilities without significantly raising 
membership dues or incurring substantial debt.
Over recent years, we have invested in some 
major capital works including the RSYS pond, the 
Careening Cove Anchorage and major ongoing 
repairs and maintenance to our building and 
waterfront facilities. Yet once again, we are facing 
some major capital works expenses, especially 
relating to our waterfront and sailing facilities. 
Increasing membership fees is always done very 
reluctantly by your General Committee, as we  
are conscious that by this action we may put 
undue financial pressure on existing members 
and dissuade potential members from joining us. 
Naturally, borrowing to fund major investments 
has its own set of problems for current and future 
generations.
We have a long list of capital works projects 
which are necessary and important to the 
ongoing health and vitality of the RSYS including 
renovating the hardstand, a new jib crane, new 
Youth Sailing launching facilities. Beyond this list 
of projects, we wish to engage in maintenance  
to upgrade our classic club facilities so that we  
all can continue to enjoy our historic property.
Your General Committee has decided to  
relaunch the Squadron Foundation and the  
RSYS Endowment Fund. It is our hope that  
these funds will allow the Squadron to grow  
and prosper without putting undue pressure  
on members’ annual subscriptions or expose  
us to the burden of further borrowing. 
I have asked fellow member, Ivan Wheen to  
help me by leading this effort and it is our hope 
that you and many other RSYS members,  
who continue to enjoy the Squadron, will help  
us by making a tax-deductible donation to the 
Squadron Foundation or by leaving a provision  
in your will for the RSYS Endowment Fund, or 
both.
The Squadron Foundation is the same entity as 
the existing Squadron Yacht Racing Foundation 
with an expanded remit to allow us to invest in 
other sailing related activities whilst keeping 
members’ donations tax deductible. 

Donations to the RSYS Endowment Fund will  
not be tax deductible and therefore will be  
more suitable to bequests which will be applied 
towards future Squadron development and 
capital works. 
Donations to the Squadron Foundation will be tax 
deductible and may be made to specific projects, 
e.g. yacht racing development, specific sailing 
supportive projects or appropriate general works 
programmes. 
Please expect a letter from me in the coming 
weeks outlining further details about our 
expanded Foundation and our Endowment Fund.
The Squadron has been, and continues to be,  
a wonderful part of our lives both on and off the 
water. I feel we all have a duty to help protect  
and enhance our club for current and future 
generations and I hope you feel the same way  
as I do.
Yours sincerely
Richard Chapman 
Commodore



The Wooden Boat Festival was held in Hobart 
from 10-13 February. It continues to gain 
popularity from its humble beginnings in 1994 
and has grown to be one of the significant events 
of its kind in Australasia. Every second year  
some of the finest examples of boats of timber 
construction – and their owners and admirers – 
gather in Hobart in what has become the largest 
festival of its type in the southern hemisphere. 
Along with the exhibition of these beautiful  
boats, the festival delivers a lively combination of 
incredible local food, live entertainment, music, 
demonstrations and displays and of course the 
wonderful display of classic and modern wooden 
boats across the waterfront.
With more than 80 RSYS Members attending the 
festival and six Members’ vessels on display, the 
event is becoming an annual pilgrimage for many 
of us. Everywhere you went you seemed to run 
into a ‘Squaddie’ Member. Commodore Richard 
Chapman and Rene hosted a Members’ cocktail 
party on Nand V on the Saturday night which 
was enjoyed by many. It seemed like Kirribilli had 
moved to Hobart!
The Parade of Sail with more than 300 boats on 
the water saw vintage craft from the 10 ’Feature 
Vessels’ to 18 foot skiffs, rowing boats and 
everything in between. Perfect light breezes 
made for a most memorable day. Vintage yachts 
jostling with the aid of the volunteers to return  
to the berths in Constitution Dock was very 
impressive. The 10 feature vessels included the 
James Craig, Young Endeavour, Tenacious, 
Rhona H, Enterprize, Lady Nelson, Yukon, Julie 
Burgess, Windward Bound and Southern Cross 
London. A brilliant collection of tall ships all on 
the water with sails up, was surrounded by an 
armada of vessels too numerous to mention and 
too diverse to describe. The parade is one of the 
features of the festival. 
Nand V, Richard Chapman’s 48 foot spotted 
gum carvel motor cruiser was looking terrific  
after an easy crossing. Following a busy festival, 
she continued on to cruise the D’Entrecasteaux 
Channel in fine style. 
Nigel Stoke had kept Fidelis in Tasmania after 
competing in the Sydney Hobart. After breaking 
her boom she still managed a record time. Fidelis 
was celebrating the 50th anniversary of her line 
honours win in 1966. The 60 foot cold moulded 

2 The Australian 
Wooden Boat Festival 

by Glen Madsen

sloop was built in New Zealand from NZ Kauri 
and as a previous exhibitor, was warmly 
welcomed. 
One of the more popular boats with visitors was 
Alan Reece’s Vittoria launched in 1970. She is  
a Sparkman & Stephens design, 42 foot, cold 
moulded four planked Oregon with a final layer of 
dynel. With nine Hobarts to her credit, along with 
many other ocean races under her keel, there 
were many visitors who had been associated 
with, or had sailed on, Vittoria over her extensive 
race career. Alan was delighted to hear stories 
and meet people associated with the many 
passages.
Rob Hardy, a long time Senior Member, and his 
son trailed their 20ft half cabin launch Toby II all 
the way from Lake Macquarie to the festival to be 
on the same pontoon as the gathering of Dutch 
vessels, which were the main attraction at this 
year’s festival. Launched in 1950 and built from 

Cocktail party on 
board Nand V. 
Photography by Glen 
Madsen.
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Left: Old and New 
Boat Show.
Below: Vittoria in the 
Parade of Sail.



4 The Australian  
Wooden Boat Festival 
continued

celery top pine with a full restoration in 2008, 
David brought Toby II to its first AWBF in 2009. 
Toby II was again stripped back in 2015 and 
spent three months full time with a shipwright  
in NSW. She underwent a full refresh including  
a new engine.
The Olive May, owned by well-known Member 
Sean Langman, has been adapted over the  
years from a trader to a fishing boat, and she is 
now the oldest sailing charter vessel in survey  
in Australia. The Olive May is a unique passage 
boat. She was built by Hobart Boat Builders  
in 1880 out of Huon pine. She was originally a 
double-ender but that changed when she was 
used for scalloping. She is a clinker carvel 
construction. Her history includes being a cray, 
scallop and now a tourist boat. 
Squadron Member Phillip Brown had a troubled 
trip to Hobart with Anitra V. Propeller issues made 
the trip difficult but she arrived to be appreciated 
by the crowd looking for the impressive 
credentials of the Halvorsen designed and built 
sloop. Anitra V won the Sydney Hobart on handi-
cap in 1957 and took second place in 1956, ‘58 
and ‘59! The boat is 60 years old this year and  
is in excellent racing and sea-going condition. 
Quite a few of the RSYS boats on show spent 
some time enjoying the wonderful cruising 
grounds of the Tasmanian East coast before and 
after the festival. Also cruising in Tasmania was 
Sweet Chariot, the Buizen 48, continuing the 

enormous worldwide sea miles and cruising 
enjoyed by Jill and David Henry.
The Squadron camaraderie extended to 26 
Members embarking on a chartered bus to visit 
the Stefano Lubiana winery for a wine tasting  
and lunch. The winery at Claremont, 26 
kilometres up the Derwent from Constitution 
Dock, put on a splendid lunch. The vineyard  
was hugely appreciated, as evident from the 
community singing on the return bus journey!
The Maritime Marketplace on the festival site 
features more than 80 maritime exhibitors with 
products and services from marine insurance  
to high-tech navigational aids, traditional wood-
working tools to professional marine finishes. 
More exhibitors are spread across the whole 
festival site from Hunter Street to Salamanca 
Place. Buskers, fresh Tasmanian food, beverages 
and the Salamanca markets all provide a carnival 
atmosphere to the festival.
The Wooden Boat Festival is a huge commitment 
for anyone wishing to display their vessel. The 
effort put in by the Members to be part of this 
festival is a credit to the owners. Visitors will find 
that early booking is important if they wish to 
attend in two years’ time. The heritage of these 
wonderful vessels on show, from the James 
Craig to model yachts and many other displays, 
makes a visit a high priority. 
The next festival will take place from 8-11 
February 2019. More information at awbf.com.au

Above: The Parade  
of Sail.
Below: Fidelis on 
display.



The sophisticated 
event attracted a 
capacity crowd.
Below: (l to r) Stu 
Pollard, Anousha 
Fluck, Millie Brown, 
Clare Moore and 
Angus Olding.

On 25 March, 169 Intermediate Members and 
their guests attended the much anticipated 
annual Intermediates Ball. Attendees were 
welcomed with live tunes on the balcony. 
Everyone was delighted that the March onslaught 
of rain decided to hold off for the evening. This 
made for a perfect combination to enjoy pre-
dinner drinks whilst catching up with old friends.
The Carabella Room was transformed into an 
opulent, dark space with large, green ferns and 
low, dim lit candles, which made for a luxurious 
setting for Members and their guests to enjoy.
As co-chairs of the committee, we welcomed 
everyone and highlighted the many achievements 
of Intermediate Members and the success of the 
various Intermediate led events around the Club 
during the 2016-17 sailing season.
Guests were served a delicious menu prepared 
by Chef and his team. The lights were then 
dimmed and Jess Pollard and her extremely 
talented band got into full swing with the dancing 
continuing late into the night. Most will agree  
that it was the best dance floor in recent years, 
with numerous guests requesting ‘one more 
song’ before the lights were turned on and  
Ubers ordered.
One of the most pleasing aspects of the Ball 
this year was to see such a broad mix of ages 
attending and so many new and old faces  
across both Intermediate A and B categories.

5The 2017  
Intermediates Ball

by Stu Pollard  
and Millie Brown

The evening would not have been possible 
without the support and help of a number 
of people. Many thanks to all the Squadron 
staff for ensuring that the night ran incredibly 
smoothly, particularly Pierre Miller, who was very 
accommodating. We would also like to thank the 
General Committee for their continued support 
for this event. Finally, a very big thank you to 
the Intermediates Committee of Angus Olding, 
Clare Moore, Anousha Fluck, Jono Carroll, 
Simon Clarke and Simone Deane who all made 
the night the huge success that it was. Thank 
you also to the Intermediate Members and their 
guests for supporting the Club and Intermediates 
Committee over the last year – we can’t wait  
until next year!
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Clockwise from 
bottom: Estate 
Master, the Tiramisu 
crew at lunch, Forty 
and Zen, Thirlmere,  
Ragamuffin and 
The Count.
Photography by  
John Jeremy.

The Bridge Day on Tuesday 14 March again 
proved a successful precursor to the regatta. 
More than 100 ladies were corralled by Sandy 
Lawson and her team of Lynette Harrison, Anna 
and Joan Connery. They all had a wonderful day 
playing Bridge and raising funds for Stepping 
Stone House, whilst enjoying a light lunch and a 
glass of bubbles all served by the ever thoughtful 
Squadron staff.
Come Regatta Day on Thursday 16 March, no 
amount of foul weather that week was going to 

deter the supporters from embarking on the  
18th Stepping Stone House Regatta to raise  
funds for this terrific cause. For the first time in  
our memory, Max Connery, SSH’s prime organiser,  
had got the weather wrong!
Not one boat, sponsor or participant flinched as 
heavy rain and squalls lashed the harbour  
throughout the day. The biggest fleet in the 18  
year history of this event set off to the start line  
after the 1pm skippers’ briefing by Rob Ridley,  
RSYS Principal Race Officer. By the 2pm start  
the rain had backed off and stayed away for the  
duration of the race and the fleet enjoyed the 18 kt 
breeze, albeit under grey skies. The fleet included 
many yachts participating for their tenth plus 
consecutive year, together with several newcomers,  
all of whom enjoyed superb sailing conditions, 
allowing all participants to complete the course in 
excellent time and good spirits without incident.  
It was one of those days that many newcomers  
to sailing will not forget in a hurry.
Once racing had completed, all yachts assembled  
and moored at the Squadron pontoon before  

Stepping Stone House  
Regatta and Bridge Day

by Simon Bird and  
Richard Lawson



2018 Dates:  
Bridge Day 6 March, 
Regatta 8 March 2018.
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crews and sponsors adjourned to the Careening 
Cove Anchorage to review the racing in a lively 
get together over a sausage sizzle. 
Prize giving and dinner in the packed CCA was 
enjoyed by some 280 attendees. Glen Madsen 
was his usual ebullient self and ran a slick 
auction, which together with the ‘Giant Raffle’, 
raised further much needed funds. The raffle  
had also been generously supported by not  
only the Tuesday Bridge Day ladies but also  
the Squadron’s Thursday Bridge ladies.
Stepping Stone House was delighted with the 
outcome over the two days, raising in the order 
of $100,000 which will help accommodate and 
care for vulnerable young people. This result is 
particularly important in an environment where 
continued Government funding cannot be 
assured. The valuable support of the Squadron 
management and staff, together with yacht 
owners, volunteers, sponsors and participants 
remain vital for the sustainable future of Stepping 
Stone House and is much appreciated by the 
Regatta and Bridge Committee. Thank you.

Division 1
1st The Count, 2nd One O Nine, 3rd Sydney
Division 2
1st Magnificat, 2nd Casamajor, 3rd Phoebe
Farr 40 (Bledisloe Cup)
1st Forty Ross Reynolds (AUS)
2nd Estate Master David Kirk (NZ)
TP52s (Stepping Stone House Cup)
1st Balance Paul Clitheroe
2nd Ragamuffin Brenton Fischer
Mulford Challenge
1st Allegro John Taylor
2nd Hell Razer Ian MacDiarmid
Hill Challenge Cup
1st Forty Sam Hill
2nd Estate Master Martin Hill



8 Friday Twilight  
Season

by the Sailing Office

The Carabella Room was packed to capacity  
on 7 April as eager Friday Twilighters gathered  
for a chance to win the Audi Alto Artarmon 
participation prizes. 
We received 107 block entries for the series, an 
increase of five boats on last season, and 44 
boats met the participation criteria of 72% of  
the races to be eligible for the lucky draw prize.
Sarah Connell, Alto’s Marketing and prize 
Communications Manager, thanked Squadron 
Members for their support and then drew the 
winner: John van Ogtrop of Out of the Blue.  
He wins a holiday for two to Qualia on Hamilton 
Island to enjoy Race Week. Two consolation 
prizes of tickets to the Audi Drive Experience 
were then drawn and presented to Glenn Richard 
of Ostara and Malcolm Shaw of Zig Zag II.
‘Rain, Hail or Shine’ prizes acknowledge those 
skippers who steadfastly compete in every race. 
Garth Eather from Meerea Park Wines made 
awards to:
•  Koolaroo – David FitzSimons
•  Gail Force – Graeme Smith
•  Viva La Vita – Howard Elliott
•  Willyama – Trish Stanley
The series would not have been possible without 
our dedicated team of volunteers and we thank 
them for all their hard work: Wayne Hinchcliffe,  
Jill Hinchcliffe, Joyce Warn, Robin Bishop, Trish 
Stanley, Susan Wade, Margaret Crane, Louise 
Potts.
The 2017-18 Friday Twilight season will 
commence 6 October. See you there!

Above: winners of the 
weekly Audi prize, 
Willyama and Zeus II.
Below: Lucky prize 
winner Out of the Blue.



Rain, Hail or Shine  
prize, Koolaroo.
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Clockwise from 
bottom: Yngling 
Bluebird Trophy, Eve 
Sheppard, Genovefa, 
Yngling Lady Helm 
Trophy, Enigma, Coco 
and Wine-Dark Sea.

all regular starters and five Open non-spinnaker 
division boats. Both divisions competed in a 
pursuit style race with the smallest boats starting 
just after 5pm. 
The Yngling class rallied to get more ladies out on 
the water, and we had LOTS graduates teaming 
up with an instructor in our Club’s Elliott 7s which 
led to up to 10 boats starting in the spinnaker 
division each week. This fleet had a scratch start 
at 5:45pm. There were the occasional anxious 
moments when non-spinnaker boat start times 
happened to coincide with the spinnaker division 
start. There were no collisions but it was a good 
learning experience.
Tuesday nights this season saw a wide range of 
conditions on the water, but the fleets embraced 
the opportunity to tackle what the wind gods 
were offering. We also had the occasional cruise 
ship or Navy destroyer to test our understanding 
of the right of way rules. After racing, most boats 
continued the camaraderie back at the Careening 
Cove Anchorage over drinks and dinner. We had 
a rotating roster and each week as part of the 
daily prize presentation we enjoyed being 
introduced to a different boat and her crew. 
One Member remarked, ‘I enjoyed the sailing and 
also gathering with the crew and those of other 
boats after the races. I love the fact that there’s 
an opportunity for a women’s night and seeing 
range of women involved in sailing.’ And another 
wrote in to say, ‘I really enjoy the mix of age 
groups involved on Tuesday and getting together 
at the end of the race for dinner, a debrief and a 
chat.’ We are quite a community!
The highlight of the season was the final prize 
giving night. A beautiful Paspaley Australian  
South Sea pearl pendant was awarded to each  
of the overall series place getters in the non-
spinnaker division: Anna Connery (Enigma),  
Jill Hammond (Kookaburra), Sandy Lawson 
(Rapunzel) and the winner of the spinnaker 
division Angelica Vaness (Miss Pibb). The crew  
of Enigma were also invited to a Pearl Discovery 
experience in the Pearl Room at Paspaley’s 
flagship store in Martin Place. 

The Ladies’ series on Tuesday afternoons has 
grown year on year since it was introduced  
in November 2004. Paspaley joined us for a 
second year as the series sponsor.
Following a well-attended Network Night in 
September, we kicked off in October with our 
pre-season warm up. We had three weeks of on 
water sessions from 5-7pm, followed by a rules 
chat with National Umpire and National Judge 
Erica Kirby, and dinner in the Carabella room. 
Each week more than thirty ladies (and a few of 
the boys) explored the racing rules of sailing and 
discussed various scenarios on the race course 
over a relaxing meal.  
The 12 race series started as usual in November 
after Melbourne Cup. Once again skippers in  
the Ladies non-spinnaker division took on board 
graduates from our Ladies of The Sea (LOTS) 
keelboat programme. We had 16 boats that were 

Ladies Twilight  
Season

by Karyn Gojnich 



11The participation draw definitely generated the 
most excitement of the night. Boats that had 
raced in at least 75% of the series were placed 
into a lucky prize draw to win a pendant. To  
much applause and cheering, Chris Paspaley 
announced the lucky recipients: first drawn out 
was Jackie Taylor (Allegro) who had competed in 
every season in the 13 year history of Tuesday 
Twilight racing. Next was Eve Shepherd (Trilogy) 
then Melissa Taylor (Coco). The final pearl 
pendant was presented to first time Tuesday 
Twilighter Muffi Barbour (Well Inclined).
Many thanks to our volunteer race management 
team of Peter Reedman, Margaret Crane, Trish 
Stanley, Joyce Warn, Robin Bishop, and the 
Sailing Office for their support of our Tuesday 
Twilight sailing.

Ladies Non Spinnaker division overall –  
Jan Rowed Memorial Trophy
1 Enigma Anna Connery 33 points
2 Kookaburra Jill Hammond 37 points
3 Rapunzel Sandy Lawson 44 points
Ladies Spinnaker division overall –  
Lady Helm Trophy
1 Miss Pibb Angelica Vaness 17 points
2 Evie Sara Ladd 21 points
3 Elliott 1 Siobhan White 30 Points
Ladies Non Spinnaker division mini series –  
Gypsy Moth IV trophy
1 Enigma Anna Connery 9 points
2 Kookaburra Jill Hammond 10 points
3 Rapunzel Sandy Lawson 13 points
Ladies Spinnaker division mini series –  
Bluebird Trophy
1 Evie Sara Ladd 9 points
2 Miss Pibb Angelica Vaness 11 points
3 Karma Ewa Lindelof  11 points
Open Division Overall Pointscore
1 As You Do Ross Littlewood
2 Mercier James Merrington
3 Pilgrim Paul Ley
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‘Spectacular’ is the best way to describe this 
year’s cruise. The weather was sublime for 
cruising albeit somewhat frustrating for 90% of 
the racing fleet who, despite best efforts, were 
well and truly weighed down by either their 
yacht’s design and build, or more realistically the 
amount of provisions they had stowed away.
Our fleet of 48 boats is testament to the health of 
this event. Interestingly the cruising division (first 
trialled in 2015) is growing rapidly with 22 boats. 
The traditional racing fleet remains at 26 boats 
spread over three divisions of no extras racing  

Annual  
Squadron Cruise

by Arthur Psaltis

Far right: Winner of 
Division 3 inshore 
point score was 
Margaret Rintoul  
who takes away the 
coveted New York 
Yacht Club trophy. 

Right: Division 2 
inshore pointscore 
was taken out by  
and Doug and Chris 
Sturrock, Windflyt. 
Well sailed and a 
fitting champion for 
the Bob Tinning 
trophy.

on the Pittwater and Cowan estuaries. I was 
pleased to welcome 10 boats who had not 
competed before, including newcomers Anitra V 
(Philip Brown), Kirribilli (Peter Florance), Lunacy 
(Tom Moult) and Northerly (Mark Johnson).  
Unusually, the 2017 cruise commenced on  
Easter Monday with a sparkling, windless 
morning. Mischief, under the command of Rob 
Ridley, raised the postponement flag combined 
with the ‘follow me’ flag and the fleet advanced all 
the way up the coast to Bungan Head, at which 
point a light zephyr built from the SSE gusting up 



Far left: Our newest 
trophy, Erica J, 
donated by Jean 
Williams, was awarded 
to Ivan Resnekov  
for those that show 
wholehearted 
competition and 
participation in the 
entire Squadron 
Cruise. 

Below left: Spirit of 
the Cruise award, the 
William Brian Northam 
trophy awarded to 
Ken Hudson of Viva.  
Ken’s participation 
dates back to the  
very first events and  
I can add that Ken’s 
commitment to get  
to the 2017 Cruise 
was nothing short  
of remarkable after 
suffering a very 
serious injury two 
months out. 

One of the best 
sunsets seen from 
Halletts beach in 
many years.

Centre: Division 1 
winner Max Prentice  
(Ticket of Leave) who 
displayed tremendous 
consistency through-
out the week in very 
light conditions. The 
offshore prize, the 
Alan Payne trophy, 
was also won by 
Ticket of Leave.
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to five kts. Remarkable that we could race at all 
and thankful to finish off Barrenjoey lighthouse. 
Roughly 46 boats gathered at Hallets Beach  
for the traditional first night social accompanied 
by BYO drinks with superbly cooked sausages 
and onions on fresh bread rolls brought by our 
conscientious Committee. The traditional events 
all went off without a hitch: the progressive  
dinner on Tuesday night in Refuge Bay, the Galley 
Gourmet Challenge on Wednesday in Refuge 
Bay, The Basin picnic on Saturday and the RMYC 
function on Sunday night. 
An innovation this year was the Pizza Night held 
on Thursday evening at the KMYC. What a terrific 
night! At last count we had 38 boats in and 
around KMYC with 12 rafted up on the pontoon. 



14 Annual Squadron 
Cruise continued

The night would not have been such a success 
without the tireless pizza oven skills of Paul 
Thackray and Mark Johnson who spent the best 
part of five hours manning the oven producing 
well over 60 pizzas. 
Read on for details of the winners of the Galley 
Gourmet Challenge and the various racing awards. 
My thanks go to John Hancox who did a 
tremendous job in coordinating the Cruising 
Division. 
Also to Margaret Carney and Rob Ridley from  
the Sailing Office who, year in year out, run  
an efficient, safe and tremendously enjoyable 
programme. Rob’s crew on board Mischief Paul 
Barbour, Scott Griffiths and Geoff Clarke should 
not be left out. They assist tirelessly with logistics 
before, during and after the various events held 
over the week. 
Thanks should also go to the Squadron Cruise 
Committee who have offered terrific input and 
counsel in the course of planning and running  
the Cruise – thank you committee. It has been  
a pleasure acting as your captain for the Cruise  
of 2017 and I look forward to working with my 
committee to bring on the next Squadron cruise 
in 2018.

Cruising Group 
By John Hancox
Following last year’s successful trial of events 
for cruising boats, a similar but slightly shorter 
programme of three lunch venues was arranged. 
This ensured that calorie intake and alcohol  
consumption were moderate. In addition, all 
cruisers joined in for the inaugural KMYC Pizza 
Night which was a huge success.
The venues in chronological order and crew 
numbers were: the Patonga Beach Hotel (22), 
Cottage Point Inn (23) and the Wharf Restaurant 
at Church Point (9). Numbers were reduced for 
the last event on Sunday as some crew were 
shanghaied to race boats or had left early and 
others retired hurt. The 12 participating boats 
in the Cruising group were Anitra V, Duchess, 
Huligan, Investigator, Irish, Kirribilli, Magnificat, 
Patricia VII, Prime Time, Sweet Chariot, Wah 
Moon and Wine-Dark Sea. 
Patonga Pub: Five yachts anchored off the 
beach and tendered ashore for a surprisingly 
good lunch. Kirribilli, who arrived early was lucky 
enough to pick up the last available mooring. 
After such an enjoyable afternoon, the row back 
to our yachts against wind and tide made for  
hard going but provided some funny moments. 
The Cottage Point Inn: A new format of fixed 
menus with three choices for each course is  

The Navigators award, 
better known as the 
“nav-est” competition 
is taken out by John 
Taylor on Allegro. 
Thanks should go  
to Coursemaster 
Autopilots who once 
again donated a 
fabulous ICOM VHF 
radio.

Right: social 
gatherings were  
very popular.



Galley Gourmet Challenge 
By Trish Stanley 
In the midst of a week of glorious sunny weather, 
the rain gods decided to drop a torrent on the 
beach at Refuge Bay during the festivities and  
the judging of the Canapés category. Fortunately, 
the tide was out so there was plenty of beach  
to party on before the downpour terminated the 
proceedings. 
The remaining categories were judged two 
evenings later during the raft up in Pinta Bay, and 
our judges were kept busy tasting 14 dishes.  
As requested, the entrants had all joined the raft 
as opposed to mooring in the bay and this made  
it much easier for the judges who could then boat 
hop instead of running around in the tender.
Our judges Sue Swanson (Just Quietly) and Max 
Poyser (About Time), again took on the task for 
this year. They were ably assisted by Gabrielle 
Holles (Erica) and Pauline Christie (Viva). 
Congratulations to the winners and runners-up. 
We will enjoy checking out your recipes which will 
be posted on the Cruising web site. We also look 
forward to tasting Olwen’s Blue Eye Cod which  
will be offered as a special in the Careening Cove 
Anchorage on Tuesday and Friday nights in 
November 2017.

Thank you to all the entrants for making this year’s 
event so much fun, especially those who made 
the extra effort to cook after racing all afternoon. 
We particularly appreciate the judges’ efforts for 
donating their impressive skills and making the 
Galley Gourmet Challenge so successful.   
Sue Swanson recounts her experiences:
It was once again, for both Max and myself, an 
honour and a pleasure to judge this competition 
which seems to be increasingly demonstrating 
that there is as much competitive spirit down 
below decks as there is out on the race course. 
The competition this year very much served to 
remind me of one of the key reasons I have loved 
this job all these years – there is something 
incredibly rewarding about preparing and sharing 
food with other people. Whilst the Cruise is 
primarily about the sailing, the camaraderie and 
sharing of food and wine in raft-ups and on lay 
days is also integral to our enjoyment of the 
week. The generosity of so many participants  
in the canapé challenge at Refuge Beach made 
for a festive and inclusive beach party and when 
we arrived to find the crew from Out of the Blue 
set up on the beach with a portable smoking 
machine working its magic on the potato and 
salmon canapés in little cups, I knew we were  
going to be in for some pretty special treats.  
The standard was such that even this gem of 
creativity wasn’t quite enough to get them over 
the line in the top two entries. 
Judging the entrée, main course and dessert 
categories this year was particularly difficult as 
there were so many creative and delicious entries 
(and I might add, somewhat disappointingly this 
year, no bribes!) It is worthy of mention that the 
winning entries were not necessarily complicated 
dishes, but tasty, well presented and ‘boat 
friendly’, demonstrated most admirably by Olwen 
on Kirribilli who prepared two of the winning 
dishes on arguably one of the smallest boats  
in the fleet in a tiny galley with no fridge and a 
metho stove. 

Winners
Canapés
Hell Razer: Witlof with 
spanner crab, salmon 
pearls, pomegranate  
& lime
Entrée
Tonic: Tagliatelle with 
crabmeat & king prawn

15now available at this popular venue. Everyone 
who attended enjoyed the delicious food and 
wines. The RSYS contingent occupied the whole 
of the inside of the restaurant and the Hoi Polloi 
were seated on the verandah. 
Church Point Wharf Restaurant: This presented 
the only challenge for access, and having learned 
from last year, arrangements were made with  
the RMYC to berth all participating boats early  
morning and then to take their minibus to and 
from Church Point. This is another popular venue 
and richly deserved as the menu is extensive and 
the food excellent.
In summary, a successful and relaxing experience 
overall that helped make new friends. It was even 
more enjoyable due to a week of almost perfect 
weather.

Main Course
Kirribilli: Blue Eye Cod in 
spiced coconut cream  
with spinach & Persian 
rice
Dessert
Kirribilli: Sour cherries 
with rum & mascarpone, 
pannacotta & tuile

Junior Chef
Huligan: Leila’s beef  
& mushroom stew by 
Chef Juno.
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Race Management volunteers are vital to the 
success of the Squadron’s sailing programme, 
and it would be very difficult to conduct our 
extensive programme without our team of 
dedicated volunteers. During the past season, 
races were scheduled on 28 Saturdays as part 
of the Spring and Summer series, 24 Saturdays 
for mini regattas, three Saturdays for offshore 
races, 13 Tuesdays for twilight races, 23 Fridays 
for twilight races and 12 Sundays for our Sunday 
races. 
In addition, our Club conducted the Yngling 
Australian Championship and the Dragon State 
Championship in December, the Dragon Prince 
Phillip Cup in January, the Etchells’ Milson 
Silver Goblets, the Hardy Cup match racing 
event in February and the Farr 40 Australian 
Championship in March. 
The Squadron also ran the Extreme Sailing series 
in December, provided a team to manage the 
southern starting line in the Sydney to Hobart 
Race on Boxing Day, as well as a team for the 
Sydney Harbour Regatta. Our busy schedule is 
not for the faint-hearted. 
The Youth sailing programme was also scheduled 
on most Sundays throughout the season and 
included six Sundays when the RSYS Laser 
Racing series was conducted. Parents played  
a vital role by volunteering to provide the race 
management for those involved in the programme. 
All these events have their unique requirements 
and need volunteers who are trained to provide 

the standard of race management the competitors 
expect. The Squadron is indeed fortunate to  
have a team of volunteers who are willing to run 
these events for our Club and ensure that the 
competitors receive fair and safe sailing.
The scheduled Club racing is generally quite 
straight forward for our volunteers to manage. 
Positions of starting and finishing lines and 
selection of courses are basically predetermined 
by the sailing instructions and depend on the 
wind direction of the day. Mini regattas have a 
little more flexibility as their courses can be laid 
anywhere on the harbour provided the courses 
are windward/leeward, and this in itself presents 
some restrictions because of where other races 
are being conducted and the location of shipping 
channels. The race management teams are kept 
quite busy during mini regattas, particularly when 
multiple classes are involved, as each class has 
three races a day. 
Major one design regattas and championships 
are in effect run along similar but more important 
lines than mini regattas. The race management 
team has to be alert particularly when finishing 
fleets downwind. Identifying numbers on sails can 
be difficult to read or simply can’t be seen at all, 
but boats have to be identified by whatever means 
is available. The finish of a race can’t be rerun! 
The Tuesday and Friday Twilight races are started 
and finished from the Club’s Careening Cove 
Terrace. It is not uncommon to see Margaret or 
Chris from the Sailing Office standing near the 
jetty on Kurraba Point recording sail numbers of 
boats as they cross the line, in order to assist the 
race management team identify sail numbers of 
boats that are finishing in fading light. 

Sydney Hobart Team: 
John Jeremy, Peter 
McGraith, Susan Wade, 
Ian Kingsford Smith, 
David Ross, Charles 
Maclurcan and Pamela 
Hennessy.

Ivo Clarke and James 
Merrington man the 
Hardy Cup BBQ.

Volunteering  
at RSYS

by Ian Kingsford Smith 
and Susan Wade
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Above: Farr 40s Team 
Phil Maloney, Rob 
Ridley, Susan Wade 
and Bill Fleming.
Left: ‘Prep down, one 
minute to the start’.
Below: Parents 
cooking at the Youth 
Summer Camp.

From a race management point of view, match 
racing is very different from fleet racing. The 
Hardy Cup match racing event really keeps the 
race management team on its toes. This year, 
over the four days, 128 races were sailed with  
45 completed on the first day alone, so there is 
very little time for the team to relax. No wonder 
some race management members were heard  
to mutter ‘Prep down, one minute to the start’  
in their sleep each night during this event!
The Squadron manned the southernmost 
starting line for the 2016 Rolex Sydney Hobart 
Yacht Race which saw off 40 of the 89 starters. 
Mischief was the Start Boat, with Ian Kingsford 
Smith as Race Officer, and Gitana was the ‘pin 
boat’, with David Ross as Race Officer. 
And what motivates our volunteers? Long-
standing volunteer time keeper Susan Wade 
commented: ‘Having retired from a busy 
professional career, I was keen to keep active 
and deploy my skills, so in 2008 I became a 
race management volunteer. I believe this activity 
gives you an opportunity to build camaraderie 
and teamwork, promotes your self-esteem and 
strengthens the RSYS community – with the 
added bonus that bobbing about on Sydney 
Harbour on a Saturday afternoon is one of life’s 
great privileges!’
So why not consider volunteering with our race 
management team? Experts report that when 
you focus on something other than yourself it 
improves your mental and physical demeanour. 
It also enables you to make a difference to the 
RSYS community.
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Season Review 

by Angus Olding

Final Act of the 
Extreme Sailing 
Series.

Dragon Fleet.
Photography John 
Jeremy.

championships and regattas, while our Youth 
sailors excelled in national and international 
events. 
Here is a selection of the many highlights of the 
2016-17 season of yacht racing:
Bruce Watson sailed his yacht Imalizard, an 
11.8m long Welbourn 12, to finish 1st in PHS 
overall, in the Sydney Hobart. Other prominent 
performances included Paul Clitheroe’s Balance, 
finishing 1st in IRC Division 1 and 12th in Line 
honours, Rupert Henry’s Chinese Whisper  
which finished 9th in Line honours, Springday 
Pazazz, skippered by Rob Drury, finished 1st in 
IRC Division 2 and Sean Langman’s Maluka of 
Kermandie, the smallest and oldest yacht in  
the race, finished 1st in IRC Division 4. 
The season once again saw professional and 
volunteer race management teams maintain  
the highest standards of yacht racing, both in  
the Harbour and offshore. It is these qualities of 
race organisation and management that see the 
Squadron regularly asked to conduct National 
and World Championships.
In December, we hosted the Final Act of the  
2016 Extreme Sailing Series which showcased 
the exciting new foiling GC38s right in front of  
our clubhouse. In a head-to-head that went right 
down to the wire, Alinghi took out the Sydney 

The Squadron has enjoyed notable success  
this past season: our Club conducted numerous 
world-class regattas, Members again did well in 
the Sydney Hobart Race, entries were strong  
in division and class racing and we saw greater 
participation in the Tuesday and Friday Twilights. 
The Mini regattas continued to grow in popularity 
and the Squadron successfully conducted 
another bigger and better Hardy Cup. Members 
competed with distinction in Australian 
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Top: Evie winner of 
the Yngling Mini B 
regatta.
Above: Iron Lotus 
winner of the Milson 
Silver Goblets.
Left: Top 40 won the 
Mini A Series.
Etchells photography 
Andrea Francolini.

finale as well as their third Extreme Sailing  
series victory.
That extraordinary yachtsman Gordon Ingate 
reclaimed the Prince Philip Cup in the Inter-
national Dragon class, hosted at the Squadron 
this season. The former Olympic sailor, America’s 
Cup and Admiral’s Cup skipper, and runner-up in 
a Sydney Hobart Race, won his first Prince Philip 
Cup in 2008 – after 50 years sailing a Dragon. 
This season, he won it again after finishing 
second in last year’s regatta, a tremendous result. 
Ingate also won the NSW Dragon Champion-
ships and the Mini A series. There were seven 
Dragons entered in the Saturday series division 
this season. 
The International Yngling class went from  
strength to strength with 14 boats contesting  
the Australian Championship on the Harbour. 
Australian champion once more is Miss Pibb 
(Club Members Hamish Jarrett and Max 
Hayman.) The Yngling fleet size also grew to  
eight strong for Saturday racing, three more 
compared to the previous year.
This season was another successful year for  
the Squadron’s Mini B regattas which included 
the Ynglings and the Sportsboat division. Karyn 
Gojnich’s Evie won the Yngling Mini regatta  
series and Tim Ryan’s James once again took  
the Sportsboat division. 
The Mini A regattas were very popular among the 
Etchells and Dragons. The Milson Silver Goblets 
regatta of six races attracted a fleet of 26 Etchells 
and delivered classic one-design racing in both 
twilight and day races. It was a very competitive 
regatta, and the boat to come out on top was 
Iron Lotus skippered by Julian Plante. Over  
the season, Top 40 (Geoff Bonouvrie/Peter 
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Merrington) took out the Etchells Mini A series, 
while Christian Brook and Ant Elliott’s Umami  
won the Saturday Main Series. Entry numbers  
for Saturday’s racing in the Etchells fleet was  
at 32, including casual entries. 
We witnessed some exceptional performances by 
Squadron Members in the Saturday Club racing. 
In Division 1, Geoff Davidson sailed Jackie Clare 
to victory in the Spring, Summer and Main 
categories of Division 1. Peter Campbell sailed  

I Super to claim the RPEYC series, as well as 
winning the Varuna Cup, a race between Division 
overall winners. Entry numbers for Division 1 
reached a strong 13 for the season, excluding 
seven casual entries, compared to 12 last season. 
In Division 2 there were 13 season entries and 
five causal entries, the same as last year. In 
Division 2, David Matthews’ Ambitious won the 
Summer and Main pointscores. Jonathan Threlfall 
of Campeador won the Spring Series and Solange 

Above: Umami won the 
Saturday Main series.
Above right: Ambitious 
won the Summer and 
Main Pointscores in 
Division 2.
Below: Jackie Clare  
won Spring, Summer  
and Main in Division1.



past year. Similar growth was observed in the 
Tackers learn to sail programmes which consisted 
of three different levels and involved 78 children, 
up from 68 last year. 
This year’s Summer Youth Camp at Lake 
Macquarie was a huge success, attracting 
Optimist and Laser sailors; it’s the highlight of  
the juniors’ season (and sometimes the parents’ 
and staff’s as well!). 

21Andrew King/Trevor Carroll/Will Hutchinson) won 
the SIS series. In Division 3, Jim Dunstan’s Zeus II 
took out the Main and Summer pointscore, whilst 
Ken Chase and John Bowman of Kirsten II won 
the Spring and SIS pointscores. Numbers in 
Division 3 this year reached 16 including causal 
entries.
Every summer, RSYS conducts three short ocean 
races for perpetual trophies of great significance 
to the history of the Squadron. Within these three 
races is the Perseverance Trophy, a pointscore 
series that is open to yachts entering the Morna 
Cup, Milson Cup and Gascoigne Cup races 
through the Squadron. The winner this year was 
Willyama, jointly skippered by Richard Barron/
Stephen Sanlorenzo.
The season proved again our Members’ 
enthusiasm for twilight racing, and participation 
continued to increase in both the Tuesday and 
Friday series. In the Tuesday twilights, 12 races 
were completed with a total of 32 boats entered 
in the series (up from 28 last year). The Yngling 
and Elliott division saw the greatest growth. In  
the Friday series, 23 races were completed with 
121 entries, including casuals. Division 1 was the 
most popular, with 36 entries and 8 casuals.
There was an innovative addition to the 
Squadron’s sailing calendar in the shape of remote 
control yacht racing, named the ‘RSYS Dragon-
force 65 Championship’. It was a nine race series 
held on Wednesday afternoons and attracted 17 
boats. The Club also purchased four Stand-up 
Paddleboards (SUPS) for Members and their 
guests to enjoy at no cost. These proved popular: 
26 Members made 82 bookings over the season. 
Also reaching new heights were the Squadron’s 
Youth and Adult training programmes. More than 

260 people have been involved in the past year.  
It has been encouraging to see sailors of all ages 
and abilities make the most of our Club’s Elliott 7s 
and Optimists. The Adult keelboat programmes 
offered eight courses and attracted 144 people, 
compared to 116 last year. This number includes 
the new Teen learn to sail courses, which have 
gained significant traction and popularity in the 

Above: I SUPER won the 
Varuna Cup.
Below: Tackers learn to 
sail.
Photography Rene 
Chapman.
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Laser European Championship
15-22 April, Los Alcázares, Spain
By Sylvie Stannage and Jack Littlechild 

Sylvie Stannage, Jack Littlechild and Boston 
Cortis represented the Squadron at this event 
so far from home. The weeklong regatta was 
preceded by a week of training among some of 
the best 4.7 sailors in the world, under amazing 
coaches Pim Stumpel (Netherlands) and Max 
Stein (Germany). 
The courses were divided into Boys and Girls, 
each having distinct conditions due to the 
geological effects of sailing on a lagoon. Jack 
managed to secure 2nd place by day two, which 
caused quite a stir in the boat park with several 
European coaches inspecting his boat set up. 
Comfortably in Gold Fleet with a top 10 position, 
the competition really heated up. The remaining 
four days saw challenging wind conditions of 20-
30kts ,and the steep waves really made the whole 
fleet work their hardest. The training and fitness 
from Mike Leigh and Tristan Brown really helped 
us stay at the front. 
Although the Girls’ fleet was held onshore 
because it was too strong, it was still an 
opportunity to learn a great deal from the  
coaches and competitors about various 
components of racing, as well as how to stay 
ready for sailing when we are postponed and  
how to prepare for a day out on the water. 

Our dads and brothers made up the Australian 
support group, and we are infinitely thankful for 
their support setting up ‘Camp Australia’ (with 
inflatable sharks, crocodiles and water pistols) 
and defending our zone in the boatyard. 
At the end of the competition Jack finished 16th 
out of 238 sailors in the Boys’ division, Boston 
came in the top quarter (Gold fleet) of the boys’ 
championship, and Sylvie finished towards the 
top of the Silver fleet in the Girls’ championship. 
We were so lucky to sail in such a beautiful 
part of the world, and the experiences we had 
throughout the trip have improved our sailing  
and life skills.

Left to right:  
Boston Cortis, Jack 
Littlechild and Sylvie 
Stannage in Spain.

Marlena Berzins  
1st in the Radial 
Fleet at the Laser 
Metropolitan 
Championship.
Photographer  
Beau Outteridge.

Youth News

Laser Metropolitan Championship
18-19 March, Double Bay Sailing Club
By D’Arcy Kemp

The course was laid from Point Piper to Shark 
Island with an interesting dog-leg finish in the lee 
of Bradley’s Head which required careful timing 
to cross the Western channel to avoid the fast-
approaching Manly Ferry. The overall environment 
did much to sharpen the observation skills of 
both younger and older sailors as the Laser race 
fleet ducked and weaved through the harbour 
traffic of ferries, cruise vessels, sea planes, racing 
yachts and at one stage, a very large ship. On 
one occasion a 45 footer carried away the start 
mark!
Of the 14 4.7 Lasers 10 were sailed by RSYS  
and while everyone performed well, there were 
stand out performances from Jack Littlechild 
(2nd) and Zac West (3rd) in the 4.7 fleet and 
Marlena Berzins (1st) and Oskar Hansen (2nd)  
in the Radial fleet.
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Paul Davison in New 
Zealand.

A note of thanks to DBSC who managed the 
large fleet in a friendly and professional manner. 
The Youth sailors would also like to thank 
coaches Mike Leigh and Hanna Horan for their 
dedication to our needs throughout the very  
tiring but seriously fun regatta. 

Optimist Nationals, New Zealand
13-18 April, Napier 
By Paul Davison

The first night we were in Napier, Cyclone Cook 
decided to pay a visit – it was a very wild and 
windy night! There was also plenty of rain, 
however it was really just a big blow, and the  
next day racing began. While the weather  
was good, the swell from the storm was very  
unpleasant and came from all directions; then  
the wind dropped. I managed one race, but 
seeing other kids vomit, I decided to go back to 
shore! (Sea Sick tablets strongly recommended.)
The next day was much better with a good 
breeze. I was going well (about 10th), until I 
reached the gate and got in a tangle with other 
boats. I ended up losing my good position and 
had a visit from the Jury boat. When I explained 
what had happened, he said I could keep going  
(I had done my turns!)
It was great sailing in Napier because it was 
challenging and different. It was also interesting  
to see how regattas are run in other countries  
and the standard of sailing. I was amazed at how 
well the Green Fleet were sailing, I am sure the 
Green Fleet here would not even have gone out.  
We went on to visit other places in NZ which  
was very interesting. I am now on a new journey 
in a Laser 4.7, but I totally recommend any Opti 
sailor from our Club to go to as many regattas  
as possible. If you can manage an overseas 
one, it is a wonderful experience, and meeting 
the other sailors and sailing in different venues is 
excellent for improving your skills.

Optimist Travelers Trophy
26 February, Gosford Sailing Club 
By Vaughan O’Shea

This was my first regatta in the Open Fleet, and 
with a solid 15kt plus southerly, choppy waters 
and four races, I certainly felt tired at the end 
of the day. There were three of us sailing in 
the Open Fleet of 42 entrants: I finished 22nd, 

Chapman Tanner 25th and Paul Davison 39th. 
Paul retired after the first race with a broken sprit.  
The Intermediate Fleet had 62 entrants and  
Doug Cassidy had a great day finishing 18th.  
Ben McKay also had a fantastic result finishing 
36th. 
I would like to thank Sarah Parker for being a 
great coach and helping us all out. It was great  
to see the RSYS junior sailors getting out to 
regattas and developing their skills.
It would be awesome if the RSYS could host a 
Travelers Trophy next season!
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Prize Giving

Below: Mike Leigh with Jack Littlechild –  
4.7 Club Champion.
Below left: Youth Camp Winners Green Team.

Above: Sarah Parker with 
Paul Davison – Optimists 
Club Champion. 
Right: New Youth Members 
with Youth Chairman 
Michael Hansen.

Below: Changing of Youth  
Captains – Sylvie Stannage 
(new), Maddie O’Shea (old),  
Henry Davison (old), D’Arcy 
Kemp (new).

The annual presentation was held on 19 May  
and 44 Youth sailors and 56 of their family and 
friends attended. The evening commenced with  
a reception in the CCA followed by dinner in the 
Carabella Room. The MCs, Madi Kornman and 
Oskar Hansen welcomed the 45 new Youth 
Members. The outgoing Youth Captains Maddie 
O’Shea and Henry Davison made their report  
and introduced the new Youth Captains for the 
2017-2018 Season: D’Arcy Kemp and Sylvie 
Stannage. 



Youth Development 
Squad news

by Angus Olding
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Far left: RSYS took  
3rd in Wellington.
Left: The Nespresso 
Squad: Klade 
Hausschildt, Ben 
Fraser, Angus Olding, 
Nick Rozenauers, 
Mitch Evans and Zac 
Quinlan.

On 14 February 2017, members of the RSYS 
Youth Development programme and coach Klade 
Hauschildt, embarked on a tour of New Zealand 
consisting of the Nespresso and Centreport 
International Youth Match Racing regattas, held  
in Auckland and Wellington respectively. 
The Nespresso regatta was hosted by the Royal 
New Zealand Yacht Squadron in Auckland, from 
15-19 February. RSYS had one team entered in 
this event comprising Nick Rozenauers helming, 
Mitch Evans on main, Angus Olding trimming, 
Zac Quinlan on bow and Ben Fraser as float.  
The team definitely learnt a lot during the regatta 
due to the different sailing conditions, especially 
the huge tides, in Auckland Harbour. The weather 
could never really make up its mind, with all four 
seasons making an appearance on most days of 
the regatta, adding to the fun of it all. 
The team sailed quite well in the regatta, making 
a few mistakes and facing some adversity with 
the boats and umpires. Yet we managed to 
make the quarter finals, though were then sadly 
knocked out by Matthew Hughes (RNZYS) who 
finished 2nd after the round robin. RSYS went on 
to finish 8th overall. Congratulations to Malcolm 
Parker (RPAYC) who won the event in his last 
ever Youth match racing event due to aging out. 
After a couple of days rest, including some 
ten pin bowling, the team flew to ‘windy’ 
Wellington where we met another member of 
the programme, Fergus Abbott. RSYS entered 
two teams in the Centreport regatta, a perfect 
opportunity for Mitch Evans to have his first 
experience of match racing regatta steering. 
Mitch’s team also consisted of Ben Fraser doing 
main and spinnaker, Fergus Abbott jib and bow 
and Mikey from RPNYC as float. The other RSYS 
team consisted of Nick Rozenauers helming, 

Angus Olding doing main and spinnaker, Zac 
Quinlan jib and bow and Tristan from RPNYC  
as float. 
The weather in Wellington this year was quite 
uncharacteristic, as there were no days called  
off due to too much wind. Some days were  
even hot and glassy on the water at times. Nick 
Rozenauers and his team were able to make the 
semi-finals after the completion of two round 
robins and Mitch’s team finished 7th, a huge 
achievement after not sailing for one whole round 
robin due to illness. Mitch beat Frankie Dair from 
the USA in the sail offs to keep his 7th spot, 
whilst in the semis, Nick was beaten by Finn 
Tapper (CYCA) who went on to win the regatta 
– congratulations! Nick and his team faced 
Matthew Hughes (RNZYS) in the petits for a 
‘mate vs mate’ rematch from the quarter finals  
at Nespresso. The RSYS team was able to win 
2-0 and claim 3rd overall at the regatta.
The results from these regattas were a great 
incentive for the squad to maintain its positive 
momentum. Everyone has improved and learnt 
so much over the summer and we all hope to 
improve even more this season. The programme 
this season has already seen a significantly 
higher number of participants. We currently 
train three times during the week, coupled with 
a long session on Saturdays and on top of 
these sessions, there’s a comprehensive regatta 
calendar including local and international level 
regattas. These regattas are highly valuable 
for the squad and provide the opportunity to 
experience and enjoy fleet and match racing. 
If you are keen to join the team, or know anyone 
interested, please contact the Sailing Office at 
sailing@rsys.com.au.
Watch this space for the coming season!
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sailing in New  
York Harbor

by Paul Cottee

Fleet of J-24s owned 
by MYC and raced by 
members.

2017 marks thirty years since the America’s Cup 
match in Fremantle, and the establishment of 
the Manhattan Yacht Club (MYC), re-introducing 
recreational sailing to New York Harbor.
New York’s harbour is a spacious but somewhat 
busier waterway than Sydney’s: in 2015, in 
addition to constant barge traffic up the Hudson, 
New York’s wharves moved 6.3 million units of 
containerised cargo, compared to Sydney’s 2.3 
million. Sydney sailors will be amazed that there 
are not at least as many boats on New York 
Harbor, as one would expect to see on a Sydney 
summer Saturday.
New York waters hosted early Cup matches, 
before the New York Yacht Club (NYYC) decided 
to hold the 1930 challenge in Newport, Rhode 
Island, the scene of Australia II’s victory in 1983. 
The NYYC’s main clubhouse is on West 44th 
Street in central Manhattan; its summer activities 
are based at Harbour Court, a magnificent facility 
in Newport whose bar is famous for its espresso 
martini sundowners…
This dearth of recreational sailing motivated local 
entrepreneur and sailor, Michael Fortenbaugh, 
to found the MYC in May 1987. The MYC differs 

from member clubs like the Squadron: it owns 
its fleet of J-24s, which are raced by member 
crews on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, 
with a corporate league on Thursdays. Members 
can also take J-24s out cruising. Commodore 
Fortenbaugh explains that “We couldn’t form 
a normal yacht club here in New York City 
because there’s no place to put owners’ boats. 
So we decided to buy boats others could use.” 
The MYC originally established at South Street 
Seaport, analogous to The Rocks, in the shadow 
of Brooklyn Bridge at the East River end of Wall 
Street.
The Club later relocated around the lower tip of 
Manhattan to North Cove, part of the Battery 
Park City development, and was resident there 
during the 11 September, 2001 attacks on the 
World Trade Center, about 500m away, forcing 
the Club to suspend operations. Battery Park 
City reopened in early 2002, but the attacks had 
a massive impact on the surrounding area and 
rebuilding continues today. Like numerous local 
businesses and organisations, the MYC was 
determined to recover, put boats in the water for 
the 2002 season and continued to grow, reaching 
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The beautiful 48 metre 
schooner Arabella.

around 900 members and 24 J-24s by 2014. 
During this period, the Club commissioned the 
‘Honorable William Wall’. As a floating clubhouse, 
the ‘Willy Wall’ is the starter’s platform for the 
Club’s races, as well as hosting one of New 
York’s best bars – imagine the Squadron’s roof-
top summer bar, moored 100m off Fort Denison! 
Easily reached from Manhattan by a short ferry 
trip and the Club’s launch, it’s a must for any  
New York visit.
The MYC’s efforts were successful such that, in 
2005, it was awarded the lease for North Cove 
Marina. Despite a very successful track record, 
when the lease came up for renewal at the end 
of 2014, the local authority granted the marina 
contract to the developer of the nearby office 
complex.
MYC relocated across the Hudson to Jersey City, 
which is easily reached by ferry or metro train 
from Manhattan. This is little different from Sydney 
city-based sailors heading to Kirribilli. At this well-
protected marina facility the Club docks its J-24 
fleet, a new fleet of International One-Design (IOD) 
boats (owned by syndicates of members) and 
New York Harbor’s only two resident 12 Metres.
The 12s are owned by the Club’s associated 
charity, the New York Harbor Sailing Foundation, 
which also runs sailing camps for kids using 
Optimist dinghies. Three 12s named America II 
were built for the NYYC’s 1987 Cup challenge. 
The first, 12-US42, was designed to allow keels 
to be swapped quickly, testing ideas which could 
then be applied to later boats, 12-US44 and 12-
US46. A members’ syndicate purchased US46 
in 2007 and donated her to the NYHSF, which 
actively sails her on New York Harbor. Thanks 
to Gordon Ingate teaching me the fine art of 
headsail trimming on Gretel II, your author spent 
a wonderful 2016 summer as a regular trimmer 
on US46.
With US42 then acquired in 2015 and recently 
restored, two near-identical Grand Prix 12s will 
sail on New York Harbor this summer. The two 
crews will regularly match-race, honing their 
skills with a view to joining the active 12 Metre 
fleet racing at New England coastal locations 
throughout the summer.
The Club also owns the beautiful 48 metre three-
masted schooner Arabella. Previously, Arabella 
served as the Club’s alongside clubhouse; it 

was memorable being able to stand on the 
superyacht’s deck, enjoying a post-race dark & 
stormy as the lights of Lower Manhattan took 
over from the setting sun. Now the Club’s roving 
ambassador, Arabella takes passengers and 
charters on cruises along the New England coast 
over summer and around the Caribbean during 
winter. Like the Squadron’s new SUP boards, the 
MYC purchased kayaks to allow members to get 
even closer to the water!
On the water, the MYC continues to be active. 
In addition to weekday racing, the Club regularly 
organises major regattas including the biennial 
International Yacht Club Challenge, and acted as 
starter for the 2016 IMOCA New York – Vendee 
race. This winter, the Club launched ‘Frostbite’ 
racing on a chilly Hudson, using Sunfish dinghies.
Like all yacht clubs, the MYC constantly looks 
to innovate to increase its amenity to members; 
its 30th anniversary year will be no different. 
Restoring 12-US42, the IOD fleet, PRHF racing 
and the ‘Frostbite’ series evidence this. Arabella 
and the two 12s will undertake an anniversary 
cruise to Newport in August. The MYC re-
introduced recreational sailing to New York 
Harbor in 1987; after overcoming numerous 
hurdles over 30 years, it is now entering its most 
active season ever.



28 RC Dragon Force 65s 
Take Flight

by Sailing Office

RSYS added Radio Controlled Yachting to its 
already extensive sailing programme this year 
with the introduction of the most in-demand 
bestselling RC yacht in the world: the Dragon 
Force 65. It’s cheap to own a boat, fun to sail 
and competitive, what more could any ‘armchair 
admiral’ need?
The Dragon Force 65 is a recognised competition 
RC yacht that is sailed in the restricted DF65 
Class, which keeps cost down and the sailing 
fun. The boat is based on the ICE design with  
an ABS hull, profiled aluminium fin and moulded 
plastic rudder. The rig is a full sized, low aspect 
rig with carbon spars and a ball raced goose-
neck. The DF65 is sailed at clubs all over North 
America, England and now in Australia. 
RSYS held its inaugural Remote Controlled 
Yachting Regatta on 15 March, a beautiful 
Wednesday evening and attracted 10 boats  
to compete in four races.
The course was set in the Pond with a tricky 
South East wind that was flicking East at stages 
making the racing shifty and keeping both the 
Race Committee and sailors on their toes. 
Brothers Kel and Phil Burgess jumped out early 
and showed their speed and skill taking an early 

lead in Race 1 with Phil going onto taking the win 
from Locky Pryor and Kel. With the wind shifting 
around, the next few races saw everyone have a 
go at the top end, with Stuart Thorpe improving 
each race to take a 2nd place in the last race of 
the day and John Hopkins showing some pace 
with a couple of thirds to finish off the regatta.
Racers met every Wednesday thereafter. Word 
spread, and soon the series grew until we had 
17 boats on the water in mid-April. Participants 
included Paul Martin, Stuart Thorpe and Graeme 
Lambert, Sailing Office staff and even young 
sailors from the Elliott and Laser programme. 
Tony Pfeiffer ran a two boat programme, often 
experiencing a mixed night with one boat 
showing some potential and the other needing 
some practice but showing speed in a straight 
line. 
Racers enthusiasm didn’t wane when Daylight 
Saving concluded, so we switched the flood 
lights to prolong the action. Even now, in the 
chill of early winter, we still attract 10 boats on 
Wednesday evening. 
If you would like to participate, please contact 
locky.pryor@rsys.com.au. 
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The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased Members 
listed below: 

Savage AM,  
Robert Murray;  
Marr, Norman William; 
Salisbury, Janis

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

K D Gojnich
R V Gyles AO
M M Knapp
K D Gojnich
D J Watson
I G Murray AM
S H Wall
Commodore R Chapman
L E Scott
C J Goldrick

P L Sharp
I A Wheen

S M Wallace
C F Moore
P M Zehnder
J P H Stephen
A Proud

I Kingsford Smith
A G Sherlock
K D Gojnich
C J Goldrick

A Frazer
M Whitnall
K D Gojnich
K D Gojnich

E F Sheppard OAM
W P Adams
P J Davison
G M Slattery
Commodore M P Levy OAM
M Blackmore
A Lancaster
M Knapp
R I Lander
M Burke

L D Steele
T J King

T Lynam
D Flakelar RFD
R L Hamilton
H W Torode
S Clarke

R Hammond
B Currie
G M Slattery
M Burke

A Lonsdale
Rear Commodore C P Brook
G M Slattery
G M Slattery

METROPOLITAN 
Watson, Charles
Coles, Suzanne
Raymond, Susan 
Barnes (Dr), Caryl
Gee, Virginia
Allanson, Richard
Perkes, Anne 
Field, Toni 
Ferns, Richard 
Drysdale, Warwick

ABSENTEE:
Andrews, Richard
Cleary, Nicholas

INTERMEDIATE:
Cuthbertson, Emerald 
Waddy, Antonia 
Townend, Owen 
Wells, Michael 
McNeill, Christopher
 
AFFILIATE
Goddard-Jones, Sarah
Edmonds, Janet
Brown, Stuart (Dr)
Drysdale, Helen

YOUTH:
Vains, Alexander
Tattersall, Benjamin
Brown, Rowena
Brown, Elizabeth

New Member Proposer Seconder



30 Squadron Annual 
Prize Giving

Etchells, Ivan Wheen, Milson Silver Goblets
Yngling, Ruth McCance, Evie
Mitch Evans, Yngling Gold Cup

Division 2, Trevor Carroll, Andy King & Will 
Hutchinson, Solange
Yngling, Hamish Jarrett & Max Hayman, Miss Pibb
Division 3, Jim Dunstan, Zeus II

Yachtsman of the Year,  
Rob Lowndes 
Yachtswoman of the Year, 
Jeanne-Claude Strong
Dragon, Gordon Ingate, 
Whimsical



RSYS Activities  
June to August
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June
23 Paspaley Luncheon, Carabella
23 Raid the Cellar Dinner, Carabella
25 Sunday Jazz, CCA
27 Book Club, Shell Cove Room
28 Cruising Division Seminar, CCA
28 Paspaley Dinner, Carabella
29 Wine Appreciation – Masterclass, CCA
30 ‘Beecroft Caricatures’ Speaker Lunch, Carabella

July
2 Game & Shiraz Lunch, Carabella
3 Cooking Class #1 – Tapas/Paella, CCA
5 Wednesday Family Night – Curry, CCA
9 Sunday Afternoon Opera, Carabella
10 Cooking Class #2 – Seafood, CCA
13 Bouillabaisse Night, Carabella
16 Monthly Sunday Squadron Buffet Lunch, Carabella
16 Members Car Show
17 Cooking Class #3 – Mezze, CCA
19 Wine Appreciation – Masterclass, CCA
23 Annual Volunteer Race Officials Lunch, Carabella
24 Cooking Class #4 – canapés, CCA
25 Book Club, Shell Cove Room
26 Cruising Division Seminar, CCA
28 RSYS 25+years Member Lunch, Carabella
29 Winter Series Prize Giving, CCA
30 Sunday Jazz, CCA
31 Cooking Class #5 – French Classics, CCA

August
3 Cheese Night w/Simon Johnson, NBV
6 Family Sunday, Carabella
7 New Members Cocktail Party, NBV
9 Wednesday Family Night – Pasta, CCA
16 Wine Appreciation, CCA
20 Monthly Sunday Squadron Buffet Lunch, Carabella
22 Book Club, Shell Cove Room
23 Cruising Division Seminar, CCA
25 Raid the Cellar Dinner, Carabella
26 Annual Commodores Ball, Carabella
27 Sunday Jazz, CCA

Please note the above may be subject to change. Please refer to the 
e-newsletters for latest information.

Jack Stening & Col Gunn, Short Ocean 
Pointscore
Division 1, Geoff Davidson, Jackie Clare
Sunday Series, Graeme Smith, Gail Force
Photography David Everdell.



Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2017

32

Item Price

RSYS branded Zhik sailing gear 

Mens/Ladies Cotton Polo  $90

Long Sleeve Mens/Ladies Dry Polo  $93.50

Hoodie  $126 50

Fleece Vest  $180

Mens/Ladies Kiama Jacket  $260

Mens/Ladies Technical Short  $155

Sailing Visor $26.50

PFD $140

Sailing Gloves $17

Other items

V-Neck Jumper  $135

Submariner Jumper $176

Rugby Jersey  $88

Baseball Cap $29

Beanie $20

Wide Brim Hat $30

Sunglass Strap $16.50

Sailing Bag $138

D-Loop Belt $73.50

Cufflinks $27.50

Club Silk Tie (Members only) $79.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Lapel Pin $5.50

Playing Cards $38.50

Squadron History Book Volume 2  $13.50

Burgees in various sizes  $33-92

Car/Boat stickers  $3

Squadron Buttons  $7.20-8.50

Members receive a 10% discount 
Prices include GST

All items are available from the RSYS Retail 
Store in the Sailing Office reception area.  
A limited range is also available from the Fort 
Denison Cellar.

June
Thursday 22 Duplicate
Monday 26 Mixed Bridge
Thursday  29 Teams
July
Monday 3 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 6 Rubber – Annual Meeting  
  + Hot Dish Day
Monday 10 Mixed Bridge
Thursday  13 Duplicate
Monday 17 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 20 Rubber
Monday 24 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 27 Duplicate
Monday 31 Mixed Bridge
August
Thursday 3 Rubber
Monday 7 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday  10 Duplicate
Monday 14 Mixed bridge
Thursday  17 Rubber
Monday 21 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 24 Duplicate
Monday 28 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 31 Teams
Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 14 June
Wednesday 12 July
Wednesday 9 August
$60 per person 

Notes on Card Dates:
1. Helen Huggins 9439 7394.
2. First & Third Thursday – Price $30 includes 
sandwich luncheon.
On the First Thursday in July 2017 a Hot Dish  
will be served in place of the sandwich luncheon.
Price $45.
The Annual Meeting will be held on 6th July 2017  
in the Kirribilli Room. 
3. Second & Fourth Thursdays – Price $30  
includes sandwich luncheon.
4. Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday  
afternoons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings  
should be made by Friday of the preceding week  
and where possible in pairs to facilitate play.  
All welcome.
5. Members wishing to make permanent  
bookings for 2017 are requested to complete the 
special form for this purpose, available from the 
reception desk.



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.
Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 
Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171.
A la carte Dining
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.
Squadron Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month for Dinner from 6.30pm and the 3rd 
Sunday for Lunch from 12.30pm.
Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.
Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  
The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 8am until 4pm.
For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.
Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 
Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  
Neutral Bay Verandah
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of a Member, are welcome 
during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.
This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.
Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.
All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 
Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars. Please advise any  
staff member if you are made aware of any 
breach of this regulation. 
SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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Some beautiful sunsets were enjoyed by Friday Twilight participants. Photographer Rene Chapman.


