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1From the Helm

by Ross Littlewood 
Honorary Treasurer

I was pleased to be asked to provide this 
introduction having been elected your Honorary 
Treasurer on 13 September 2016.

I am a Chartered Accountant with my own firm, 
married to Alex, four children (two of whom  
are Intermediate Members) and one yacht  
(As You Do). 

I joined the Squadron in 1998 to enjoy the dining 
facilities and provide access to the Youth Sailing 
programme for our children. I didn’t expect to be 
writing this article 19 years later! You are most 
likely to find me dining in the Carabella Room 
during the week with business clients, in the CCA 
for a casual Saturday lunch or dinner with family 
and friends, or roaming around the Clubhouse 
before or after a Committee meeting. We race  
As You Do in the Tuesday Twilights when life 
permits and are rusted on to the Annual Cruise.

What have I got to say after my first ‘100 days’? 
The Squadron has performed satisfactorily but 
below budget for the period 1 June 2016 to  
31 December 2016 as a result of flat trading 
revenues and above plan expenses. The Extreme 
Sailing event hosted in December made a 
positive contribution. Efforts to attract external 
events to utilise the Club at times which limit the 
impact on Members are expected to diversify 
revenue streams in the near to medium term. 

As regards subscription revenue, whilst the 
decline in membership has been arrested, 
growing active Member numbers remains a 
priority to increase utilisation of the Club. To that 
end, your Committee proposes to introduce for 
the 2017/18 financial year the option to pay 
subscriptions by monthly installments removing  
a significant barrier to membership.

Repairs and Maintenance, whilst in line with 
budget, continue to increase in order to maintain 
the diverse Club assets and facilities. The recent 
installation of automated blackout and anti-glare 
screens in the Carabella and Kirribilli Rooms has 
significantly enhanced our Club’s attractiveness 
for holding conferences, seminars and speaker 
events. I encourage Members to consider the 
Club as a business function venue.

Cash flow is positive due to the restraint 
exercised over new capital expenditure and is 
utilised to reduce the outstanding debt that  
was incurred to fund prior capital projects which 

all Members enjoy today. Whilst the level of 
borrowings can be considered conservative, 
prudential financial management limits the  
options for future development until the debt  
is reduced or ideally eliminated. 

Looking ahead, I expect to be in a position to 
continue the tradition of presenting a satisfactory 
result when we meet for the AGM in September.

Finally, I would like to express my thanks to Will 
Pettigrew, Jane Crispo and the Squadron Finance 
team and my predecessor Phil Watts, for their 
support and assistance in my new role. 1



The Clubhouse was transformed in early 
December 2016 when the Squadron hosted the 
Extreme Sailing Series final Act. The clubhouse 
and grounds were abuzz with young athletes, 
the hardstand was festooned with flags, and the 
eight foiling GC38s berthed on the inner pontoon 
commanded attention. 

At the Skippers' press conference, Morgan 
Larson of Oman Air said ‘On behalf of all the 
sailors we’re honoured that the Royal Sydney 
Yacht Squadron made such a progressive 
decision to effectively give the club to us for  
the event.’ 

Racing was intense, with continuous thrills and 
spills: on day 1 in a choppy 25-30 kt nor'easter, 
Oman Air literally took to the air; Discover Madeira 
clung on for dear life and avoided a flip but Land 
Rover took a dip in the Harbour. The racecourse 
was laid out in front of the Club and hundreds of 
spectators, gathered in the clubhouse balconies 
and along the lawn, enjoyed a tremendous view. 

In a nail-biting showdown, Alinghi saw off a last-
ditch attempt from arch rivals Oman Air to win the 
2016 season. It's the third time Alinghi have won 
the Extreme Sailing Series, following victories in 
2008 and 2014, but the first time they've done  
so 'flying' on the new lightning fast GC32s. 1

2 Extreme Action 
at RSYS 

Our Youth sailors 
enjoyed inspecting the 
boats and then quizing 
the skippers.

Photography Karyn 
Gojnich and Isabel 
Wartho.
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4 Imalizard  
wins Hobart  
PHS Division

by Bruce Watson

Every Boxing Day at 1pm a large number of 
yachts greet the starter, clear the Heads and turn 
right, bound for Hobart. The time it takes and the 
impact upon yacht and crew is largely driven by 
the weather. This year’s Hobart saw the race 
record broken by five hours with most yachts 
enjoying a fast downhill ride. If you are racing a 
light displacement skiff-like yacht like Imalizard, 
what could be better?

For the technically minded, Imalizard was 
designed by British naval architect Hugh 
Welbourn to Category 0 for the two handed 
Melbourne to Osaka Race. It is 40’ long, beamy 
at 13’ and draws around 11’. Add to this a 
displacement of 4,700kg, 2,000kg of which is 
ballast, plus moveable water ballast of 750 litres, 
working sail area requiring reefing at 10 kts of 
breeze, a 200m2 asymmetrical spinnaker, and 
you have a fairly fast yacht for its size, given the 
right conditions. There are no creature comforts 
below, with neither floor, seating nor table.  
The galley is a gimballed butane burner which 
boils water. There being no windows, it has 
connotations of being inside a closed cigar box. 
It’s terrific fun but not likely to be seen on the 
Squadron Cruise!

The Hobart start had the potential to give 
insurers much grief, and there were many close 
calls observed and participated in. There is  
a certain je ne sais quoi when on port tack 
confronting a wall of yachts on starboard with a 
combined approach speed of 16 kts, with little 
space to duck and doubtful room to tack. We 
started well on the third line, and after some 
interesting quick tacks and sharp stern ducks, 
once past the two sea marks we shook out the 
reef, filled up the ballast tanks and put up our 
biggest asymmetrical. We were soon sitting on 
15 to 16 kts with bursts in the low 20s, hitting  
23 kts at one point. As the breeze increased, we 
changed down only to see the smaller spinnaker 
shred in the early hours leaving us no alternative 
but to revert to the larger 200m2 asymmetrical. 
Fortunately, everything held together and the 
speed increased accordingly. Down below it was 
very noisy as the yacht accelerated faster than 
the surrounding wave system. The interior red 
strip lighting used at night generated an 
otherworldly glow.

We operated a three hour watch system. Crew 
members were paired and hot bunked, with the 
composition of the three on deck changing by a 
person each hour; within their three hour watch 
they rotated through the various active roles from 
trimming to helming, in one hour stints. Unlike  
a large racing yacht, with a football team sized 
crew, all roles were shared about and decisions 
taken collectively in a flat structure. It was both 
collegiate and congenial. 

Above: Hobart start 
ends well as the fleet 
reaches South Head.

Photo by Bruce Terry.

Right: Imalizard in 
Storm Bay.

Photo © Rolex Media.



The crew on arrival. A 
shower would be nice.

Photo by Louise 
Watson.

The skiff-like lines are 
ideally suited to heavy 
downwind sailing.

By the second day we seemed to be alone and 
wondered where everyone was. We chose to  
sail just east of the rhumb line while most others 
headed further out to sea pursuing both stronger 
breezes and more current, although they would 
have to compensate for the extra distance 
travelled. Bass Strait was reached in a day and 
threw up some confused seas as the northerly 
wind waves met the south westerly fetch. It was 
a bit like skiing in a mogul field. Late at night we 
saw the lights of another yacht approaching on 
starboard gybe and speculated as to the odds  
of being the only yachts visible on our patch of 
Bass Strait and yet having to take corrective 
action as if in the harbour. They passed just 
astern and headed inshore only for us to meet 
up again in the Derwent.   

Spinnakers were exchanged for a Code Zero 
when the breeze came forward and a mist-
shrouded Tasmania drew abeam, and as others 
found, the wind mysteriously dropped leaving  
us sitting around for a few hours going nowhere 
fast. Fortunately it slowly built and we again got 
under way but not at the speeds enjoyed early  
in the race. Spoilt at 20 kts we were frustrated 
sailing at six. As Tasman Island drew near, those 
further out to sea slowly converged and again  
we were in a race with visible competitors. In the 
Derwent with a mile and a half to go, the breeze 
freed slightly and there was no alternative but to 
hook up the big asymmetrical to drive to the line. 
A mildly comic turn came when uncertain as to 
where the finish was precisely, and it rapidly 
approaching, the lengthy sailing instructions had 
to be fished out and consulted fairly quickly. All 
ended well and we finished 40th over the line in  

a fast time of three days, two hours and thirty 
minutes, taking out first place on PHS. 

Sailing is a team sport and the core of the 
Imalizard Hobart crew is a group of shorthanded 
sailors who worked hard giving up their spare 
time over a long period to convert Imalizard from 
a two hander to one able to accommodate a 
crew and minutely examining anything likely to 
have a safety impact. That we made it to Hobart 
safely and swiftly is testament to the crew’s skill 
and experience gained in trans-oceanic races. 
Half our crew, the Hobart minimum of six, were 
French. While they insisted on black coffee, sadly 
Gallic élan did not extend further to the cuisine 
which consisted of dehydrated food powder 
reconstituted with boiling water and eaten out  
of the packet.

On arrival in Hobart, never did a Full English 
Breakfast taste so good! 1
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Congratulations to AUS60 Miss PIBB sailed by 
Hamish Jarrett, Max Hayman and Christopher 
Pearson who have taken out the GILL 2016 
International Yngling Australian Championship. 
Second on a count back was past International 
Yngling World Champion Maarten Jarmin from 
the Netherlands, sailing with Alexia Biggs and 
Jelmer van Beek on AUS57 Soria. Third overall 
was AUS59 Evie sailed by Karyn Gojnich, Ruth 
McCance and Sara Ladd.

The event was hosted by RSYS on the harbour, 
and racing was close throughout the nine race 
series.

On day 1 of the regatta, temperatures soared to 
35.7°C and a stand-off between the north-west 
breeze and the cooler north-east wind resulted in 
Sydney Harbour being dead calm, and so sailors 
were postponed onshore. Racing eventually got 
underway at around 1:30pm in a light easterly, 
and the fleet was able to complete three races. 

Day 2 of the regatta saw the harbour at its most 
challenging, with traffic conditions at a peak on 
a busy Saturday afternoon. No less than two 
container ships, six Manly ferries plus yachts 
from major clubs around the harbour crossed the 
Yngling racecourse at some time in the afternoon.

Mother Nature also provided her challenges, 
with the breeze clocking left over the day, big 
variances in pressure and the occasional flick 
back to the right hand side of the course. 
Crews that had their heads out of the boat were 
rewarded in the constant game of snakes and 
ladders on the racetrack.

Points remained tight at the top of the fleet, and 
the competition was still wide open going into 
the third and final day of racing with three races 
remaining.

In the final race, the first five boats finished within 
a minute of each other, only three seconds 
separated some boats, and the widest margin 
was just 17 seconds.

The overall handicap series was won by a team 
from Sandgate Yacht Club, QLD, comprising 
Ariane and Duncan Ritchie with German 
sailor Kirstin Reblin on board. They were 
followed closely by Elyse Guevara-Rattray, Kat 
Wotherspoon and Philip Donha on AUS25 Street 
Hassle. Third on PHS handicap result was AUS4 
Wyandot with Bryan Riddell, Dimiter Nedialkov  
and Tyler Johnson.

It was a close battle for the Gold Cup between 
the two Youth teams: AUS47 Mojo with Leo 

GILL 2016 International 
Yngling Australian  
Championship

by Karyn Gojnich

Photography by 
Yngling Association.



Left: Adam Tran on 
Troika coming over 
the finish line
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McAlister, Alex Rozenauers and Carl Hansen, 
finishing narrowly behind Mitch Evans, Nick 
Rozenauers and a visiting Dutch match racer  
on AUS58 Holly.

The conditions over the three days were 
challenging for the sailors. Shifty winds ensured 
that ‘it was not over until it was over’ and the 
usual Sydney Harbour traffic forced some 
interesting decisions.

Many thanks to Ian Kingsford Smith and his 
team of race officials. Thanks also to the many 
supporters who were out on the course watching 
the racing each day and to the long-term 
supporter of the class, GILL. 1

Australian Championship (Scratch)   

Pos Pts Name 

1 14.0 Miss Pibb

2 14.0 Soria

3 20.0 Evie

4 36.0 Karma

5 60.0 Yertle

6 61.0 Blackadder

7 61.0 Pourquoi 

8 67.0 Holly

9 67.0 Wyandot )

10 73.5 Street Hassle

11 76.0 Perfecto 

12 78.0 Mojo

13 93.0 Schadenfreude

14 100.0 Troika

Australian Championship (PHS)   

Pos Pts Name

1 30.0 Pourquoi 

2 40.0 Street Hassle

3 47.0 Wyandot

4 47.5 Karma

5 49.0 Miss Pibb

6 50.0 Evie

7 51.0 Soria

8 52.0 Blackadder

9 55.0 Holly

10 59.5 Mojo

11 65.0 Yertle

12 73.0 Troika

13 84.0 Schadenfreude

14 97.0 Perfecto



8 Cruising News 

by Richard Lawson,  
Sarah Goddard-Jones 
and David Salt

December Christmas Social Night

About 40 Members of the Cruising Division  
met on 14 December, in the Careening Cove 
Anchorage, to farewell 2016 and to enjoy a 
pre-Christmas drink. John Taylor reviewed the 
year’s activities and spoke of the strength of the 
Division, which continues to grow. John also 
previewed some of the upcoming speakers  
for 2017. David Salt confirmed details of the 
Christmas Cruise due to leave on 28 January. 
Members then stayed for dinner, comprising 
Sarah Goddard-Jones’ now famous Paella,  
which won first prize at the Squadron Cruise in 
April 2016. A fitting end to a great programme  
of events for 2016, with everyone looking forward 
to the 2017 programme.

Maluka of Kermandie 
en route to Hobart. 

bashing into a headwind (unless your yacht is 
called Limelight!) It seemed the meteorologists 
were away on holiday, as the forecast stayed  
the same for the two days, though actual wind 
strength bore no resemblance to the forecast  
for the Hunter Coastal region.

On the evening of the 28th, Alan and Ana on 
Limelight decided it couldn’t be worse than  
the hard beat north they had already endured 
from Jervis Bay, so they headed to Newcastle 
anyway. Brian and Muffy on Well Inclined had 
organised a crew so were also raring to go north, 
together with Alan on Vittoria who wanted to do  
a shakedown cruise before heading to Tasmania. 
So on the morning of the 29th, Saliere, Hansoff 
and Rapunzel remained in beautiful Morning Bay, 
Pittwater, well protected from the forecast 
nor’easter.

The three yachts made it to Newcastle in quite 
pleasant conditions, contrary to the forecast. 
Saliere and Hansoff enjoyed several days in 
Pittwater and Broken Bay, whilst Rapunzel  
went up through The Rip to Gosford to keep  
a longstanding social engagement. 

With strong southerlies forecast for 2 and 3 
January, some decided to return to Sydney early, 
although those who waited until the 4th had a 
dream run back to Port Jackson. Though the 
proposed cruise did not quite go to plan due to 
the weather, all participants thoroughly enjoyed 
the sailing and socialising. Limelight was last 
heard of anchored securely and enjoying the 
sights of Fame Cove in Port Stephens.

Cruising Preparation from Ocean 
Racing with Sean Langman

On 25 January, Sean Langman enthralled a 
packed house of Cruising Members with his story 
of Maluka of Kermandie. Sean started by talking 
about his love of both cruising and racing, going 
to sea and being on the boat you love.

The first image of the night’s fascinating slide 
show was of Vagrant, which originally belonged 
to Sean’s family and which he later purchased 
and restored. Vagrant was used extensively by 
Sean and his growing family and was the yacht  
in which he learned his love of cruising.

Christmas Cruise North

An early start for some on 27 December, with a 
number of yachts, including Simon and Tilley on 
Ratu VI, celebrating Geoff Jarrett’s 70th birthday 
in Pittwater. Ratu VI returned to Sydney whilst 
Limelight (Alan and Ana), Well Inclined ( Brian and 
Muffy), Vittoria (Alan), Saliere (David and Sarah), 
and Rapunzel (Richard and Sandy) joined Hansoff 
(Geoff and Ros) in Pittwater on the 28th. 

Preparation commenced for the Christmas cruise 
north to Newcastle and Port Stephens. Strong 
wind warnings were issued by the BOM for the 
28th and 29th so departure on the 28th was 
postponed, because cruising is not about 

Right: Sean Langman 
(centre), Kathy 
Langman and 
Richard Lawson.



A pleasant time at  
Hen and Chicken Bay.

Photos by Sarah Salt.

Then Sean began the enthralling story of Maluka, 
built from a single cedar tree and lovingly restored 
using as much as possible of the original wood. 
Fortunately Bill Gale, who had built her for the 
Clark brothers, was the recipient of her logs and 
pictorial records, and left these to the Sydney 
Heritage Fleet, so they were available to ensure 
restoration was true to the original build and 
purpose.

Whilst the fit out is original, Sean had to make 
some modifications to allow her to rate for IRC 
and to meet Category 1 safety requirements.  
Consequently the draft of the full keel is around 
six inches deeper than originally, and Sean has 
had Maluka sheathed in fibreglass (per Royal 
Yacht Britannia of King George, in the 30’s.)

Sean talked of his philosophy of maintaining a  
dry interior and always making sure the crew is 
well fed to enable them to win races! This clearly 
worked perfectly in the 2016 Rolex Sydney Hobart 
Race, despite the need for three blokes to steer, 
as far aft as possible with the cockpit under water! 
He was particularly delighted with their record of 
a 240 NM day leading to his win in Division 4.

The Cruising audience was fascinated and could 
have listened to Sean and asked questions for 
the rest of the night.

Raft-up at Hen and Chicken Bay 

Five Squadron boats sailed or motored up to Hen 
and Chicken Bay and anchored off the old Animal 
Quarantine Station after enjoying the various 
Australia Day festivities. Our company comprised: 
Metung, Rapunzel, Saliere, Can Can and Mercier. 

We gathered on Saliere for pre-dinner drinks prior 
to the planned BBQ ashore. Some time later it 
was agreed that we were having so much fun,  
it would be easier to cook and eat aboard, so 
everyone returned to their boats to collect meat 
and salads which were all cooked on the trusty 
Galleymate BBQ. Some time later everyone 
returned to their boats for a fairly peaceful night, 
only disturbed at dawn by the slap slap of early 
morning rowers’ oars. This went on for most of 
the morning and was the object of much interest 
as we watched the different levels of rowers from 
Juniors to First Eights. 

Mercier left on Friday to return to the Squadron 
for Friday Night Twilights followed by Metung. 
Later that day the remaining crews went ashore 
and availed themselves of the electric BBQs  
and tables. It was sad to see an old yacht which 
had escaped its mooring and settled on the 
beach. Efforts to pump it out and re-float it were 
unsuccessful and it appeared to be a hopeless 
task. On Saturday, Richard and Sandy left for  
the afternoon Squadron races, Saliere went for a 
lovely sail out to sea with a glorious North Easter 
and Can Can meandered home after a very social 
few days in a lovely bay.

The Cruising Division meets on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. 

See www.rsys.com.au/cruise/cruising-events  
for details – all welcome. 1
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Tight racing in superb 
conditions.

A typical serene 
overnight mooring  
at a nature harbour. 
Photo courtesy of 
Maggie Joyce.

direction to take advantage of (or otherwise!) 
Race 4 required the course to be moved to 
accommodate a shift to the east.

After two days of racing, French Connection 
(RSYS: David Brittain, Geoff Totterdell and 
Brendan Moss) had handled the conditions the 
best and were the clear leaders. The remaining 
top five places were rounded out by Linnea 
(RFBYC: Sandy Anderson who is a previous PPC 
winner), Indulgence (RCYC: Robert Campbell 
who is a multiple winner on the British/European 
Dragon circuit), Whimsical (RSYS: Gordon Ingate 
a two-time winner of the PPC) and Adois III 
(Metung: Fred Haes). 10 points separated the 
group. 

Races 5 and 6, another warm sunny day on 
Sydney Harbour greeted competitors for the 
penultimate day of racing for the PPC. The 
North-easterly came in on cue and was blowing 
at a steady 12-15 kts for the first start of the  
day freshening as the day progressed. This was 
“moving day” and Whimsical shone to significantly 
close the gap on the leaders.

Races 7 and 8, the stage was set for a classic 
battle between the two leaders, Indulgence 
AUS218 (Rob Campbell, Simon Cash and Robert 
Alpe) and Whimsical AUS217 (Gordon Ingate, 
David Giles and Aimee Walsh) for the prestigious 

The Squadron hosted the 2017 National 
Championship of the Australasian Dragon Class 
competing for the Prince Philip Cup (PPC) in early 
January. Competitors from the UK, Canada and 
all Australian Dragon venues were represented in 
the 19-strong fleet, including four boats from the 
recently formed Metung fleet in eastern Victoria.

The warm-up series for the Ted Albert Memorial 
Trophy (three races in mini regatta format) blew 
away any cobwebs with winds gusting over  
25 kts leading to several breakages, fortunately 
before the main event. Ascalon AUS209 (David 
Dunn, Andrew Howe and Edwin Delaat) won the 
day with a very consistent performance.

The PPC started the next day, and over the  
next five days of racing, competitors were  
treated to the best weather Sydney had to offer 
with a classic East/North-easterly wind pattern 
developing over the period.

Races 1 and 2 were held in variable winds of 5  
to 12 kts with iconic backdrops formed by the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge and the Opera House. 
East-North-easterly courses prevailed, and in light 
challenging conditions the PRO, Jim Hawkins, did 
a great job setting the courses and overseeing 
some very competitive racing.

Race 3 and 4 the next day again required a  
high level of skill from the PRO in setting the 
courses. The start of race 3 was delayed while 
the North-easterly wind settled, but once the  
fleet got underway in generally 8-12 kts, there 
were still significant variations in velocity and 

Prince Philip Cup –  
The Master for  
a third time…

by Richard Franklin 
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Gordon Ingate (centre) 
with his crew David 
Giles and Aimee 
Walsh.

Photographer  
John Marty.

The fleet was a fine 
sight on the harbour.

Prince Philip Cup. Just one point separating them 
on the leader table at the beginning of the day 
after dropping their worst results.

Linnea sailed a brilliant race to win from 
Indulgence, with Whimsical in fourth place. The 
PPC was now all down to the final race with three 
in it – AUS217 having to get one boat between 
them and AUS218 to take the title, and AUS210 
having to get three boats ahead of AUS217 and 
four ahead of AUS218. The North/North-easterly 
had freshened and was humming through at 
18-20 kts with gusts to 25 kts with the course  
set slightly further left for race 8.  

He did what he needed to do and the master, 
Gordon Ingate at 90 years of age, with his 
excellent crew of David Giles and Aimee Walsh 
took out the 2017 PPC from Linnea (Sandy 
Anderson, Brad Sheridan, Jodi Earnshaw and 
John Moncrieff) and Indulgence AUS218. 
AUS218 took out the Anderson Trophy for the 
first Corinthian boat. At the presentation Gordon 
mentioned, in the manner only Gordon can relate, 
that it had taken him 52 years to win a PPC but 
he now seems to have found the knack as his 
name is now three times on the trophy.  

RSYS ran a magnificent regatta. The race 
management was expert, the boat yard incredibly 
helpful and accommodating and the Club and 

house staff, superb. I was very proud to be a 
Member – we set a very high standard. I would 
also like to acknowledge the effort of Nicholas 
Hogg, the Dragon Sydney fleet captain who 
worked tirelessly to make the event a success.  
An accident put him in hospital for the last two 
days and he was not available to receive the many 
thanks from competitors that he deserved. 1
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Yandoo XX was a 
striking sight on 
Saturday.

Photography  
Andrea Francolini.

David Edwards and Ivan Wheen knew that finding 
a replacement for co-owner and skipper, Olympic 
gold medalist and Etchells world champion, Tom 
King would be a difficult task for this year’s Milson 
Silver Goblets. 

Joined by Greg O’Shea, the team that won  
the 2016 event aboard their old boat that  
they had sailed to victory in the 2012 Etchells 
World Championship had traded up for a new 
Pacesetter Etchells that Edwards had personally 
fitted out to a new and highly innovative set up. 
King however would be absent due to the birth of 
his second child, so the challenge was on to find 
a suitable replacement. Fortunately Julian Plante, 
in a return to the class, stepped aboard and on a 
dominant final day sailed Iron Lotus to victory.

The Milson Silver Goblets, contested in Etchells 
since 1977, is the Sydney fleet’s preeminent 
annual event, and this year the fleet of 26 included 
four past World Champions and once again 
underscored the strength of the class and the 
Sydney fleet.

With the first three races conducted as midweek 
twilights, the fleet largely had the harbour to itself, 
however conditions proved highly variable. The 
first race was sailed in a shifty south easterly  
and saw Doug Flynn, Wobbegong2 take the win 
from David Dunn, Great White Hunter who was 
returning to the class after a long break with 
Doug McGain, Ciao 3rd. Iron Lotus came 15th.

The second race, in at times drifting conditions, 
resulted in many post-race ’what ifs’ before 
Jeanne-Claude Strong, Yandoo XX won a 
shortened course from Wobbegong2 and Iron 
Lotus.

Yandoo XX backed up with another win in race 3 
from five time Olympian Colin Beashel, Bushfire 
and David Seaton, Dot in third. Going into the 
three race final day on Saturday, Strong led the 

Iron Lotus wins  
two in a row with  
a difference

by Mike Tyquin

Top 10 Results
Pos Sail  Name Skipper Club
1 EAUS1442 Iron Lotus Julian Plante RSYS
2 EAUS1436 Wobbegong 2 Doug Flynn RSYS
3 EAUS1332 Top 40 Bonouvrie/Merrington RSYS
4 EAUS1435 Yandoo XX Jeanne-Claude Strong RSYS
5 EAUS1318 Adolescence Steve Billingham RSYS
6 EAUS1362 Ciao Doug McGain/Michael O'Brien CYCA
7 EAUS1268 Shindig Thackray/Weir/Tyquin RSYS
8 EAUS1119 Northern Havoc Michael Coxon/Iain Murray RSYS
9 EAUS1021 Bushfire Colin Beashel AUST 18FTS
10 EAUS1134 Dot David Seaton RSYS



RSYS boats made a 
strong show in the 
regatta.

13regatta from Flynn while other notables including 
Iron Lotus, Michael Coxon, Beashel, McGain and 
Billy Merrington were all struggling for consistency; 
but with drops yet to be made, three races on 
Saturday and another light forecast, it was all to 
play for!

Saturday greeted the fleet with light but stable 
northeast conditions and Iron Lotus, with an 
overnight rethink on set up and Plante starting to 
find some touch, dominated right from the outset. 
Scores of 1, 1 and 4 delivered consistency the 
rest of the fleet could not match. Flynn held off  
a fast finishing Merrington, Top 40 for second. 
Overnight leader Yandoo XX however had a 
disappointing day dropping off the podium, once 
again demonstrating the unforgiving nature of 
Etchells racing.

With the NSW State Championship to be sailed 
on the harbour in early 2018 and the World 
Championship in Brisbane in late 2018, activity  
in the Etchells fleet is only set to heighten, and 
King’s return following his break will surely see 
Iron Lotus continue as a leading contender at 
major regattas. 1
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RSYS Youth Laser 
sailors at the Laser 
Nationals.

Photographer  
Mike Leigh

2016 Sail Melbourne and Sail Sydney
By Sylvie Stannage 

The RSYS Youth Laser Sailing Team travelled 
down to the Royal Melbourne Yacht Squadron  
for the 2016 Sail Melbourne regatta held from 
4-11 December 2016. It was amazing to see our 
sailing heroes racing across the bay from us in the 
Open Laser fleet. We saw Tom Burton and Tonci 
Stipanovic battle it out, as well as Matt Wearn and 
Pavlos Kontides. In Radials, Rio Gold Medallist 
Marit Bouwmeester took out the title, with Bronze 
medallist Anne-Marie Rindom in a close 2nd place. 

As for our results, in the 4.7s, Jack Littlechild  
and Will Cooley placed 1st and 2nd respectively. 
Boston Cortis placed 6th and Mark Louis 9th, 
both amazing results. Henry Davison finished  
11th overall, with 4 top 10 races. In Radials, 
Marlena Berzins placed 14th, whilst racing against 
Olympians. Oskar Hansen placed 21st in the 
Open Radials, in which Carlotta Cruesemann 
placed 26th. Maddie O’Shea placed 33rd in this 
division.  

Sail Melbourne was my first Laser regatta in big 
swell, which proved challenging in a lot of the 
races. The first day was really difficult, trying to get 
the hang of sailing upwind through the swell, and 

surfing down the crazy waves downwind. Once I 
got used to it however, it was one of my most 
exciting sailing experiences yet. The feeling as my 
boat picked up and started surfing down the front 
of a wave taller than my mast was awesome.  
I reckon not many teenagers go back to school 
saying they competed amongst Olympians. 

Sail Sydney is an annual regatta held on Sydney 
Harbour by Woollahra Sailing Club and open to 
major one design dinghy classes. The event this 
year was held from 15-19 December 2016 and 
saw 16 Squadron sailors compete.

The first day offered up dreary conditions with 
rain, overcast skies and cold temperatures. 
Racing with little breeze was at times challenging 
with the laid courses straddling both shipping 
channels. The second day saw racing first 
postponed and then abandoned due to a 
complete lack of breeze. Pleasingly, the third day 
delivered the goods with perfect conditions of 
clear skies and 12 to 15 kts from the North.

RSYS achieved some good results with Marlena 
Berzins 4th in the Laser Radials, closely followed 
by Oskar Hansen who came 6th. In the 4.7s,  
Will Cooley came 3rd. Jack Littlechild came  
5th and Mark Louis 6th. The remainder of the 
Squadron sailors also achieved good results.

Youth News 



Youth Sailing Regatta Report
By Henry Davison
The summer regatta season is almost over, but 
some of us have been very busy over the school 
holidays.

Laser Nationals 

The Nationals event was hosted at Adelaide 
Sailing Club from 27 December-4 January. We 
had RSYS competitors in both Radial and 4.7, 
and 13 Youth sailors competed. It was a long and 
challenging event with 11 races, mostly in very 
light conditions. This did not bode well for those 
who were heavy and wished for the predicted 
classic wind and big seas we had trained for! 
However it was great race experience and we 
learned lessons in tenacity and patience. Adelaide 
turned on its best for Christmas Day, and we 
played beach cricket. We made new friends and 
had fun on the New Year’s Eve lay day. An extra 
surprise was meeting Tom Burton, who presented 
the trophies. In 4.7s, Jack Littlechild took the 
podium in first place! Sylvie Stannage was 3rd in 
the under 16 Female in her first Laser Nationals, 
having sailed in a Laser for only four months! 

In the Radial Division, we had four RSYS sailors. 
The conditions were equally challenging for them. 
Oskar Hansen came 7th overall with some highly 
competitive sailors challenging him. He was also 
3rd Youth in this event. Other Radial sailors were 
Marlena Berzins, Maddie O’Shea and Charlotte 
Alexander.   

Australian Youth Championships

This was the final regatta in Adelaide, also hosted 
by Adelaide Sailing Club from 10-14 January.  
This gave us even more experience and we finally 
got some really good breezes! With the support 
of our great Coach Mike Leigh, I competed for 
the first time in Radial. This meant we had five 
RSYS competitors in this fleet (Oskar Hansen, 
Marlena Berzins, Carlotta Cruesemann, Henry 
Davison and Maddie O’Shea). Oskar came 15th 
overall and got a bullet in the first race. Marlena 
was the top Youth Female (for the second time!)  
and finished 10th overall, with best result being 
4th. Marlena said: “The regatta provided varied 
and difficult conditions which made for some 
extremely close and exciting racing, especially 
between the top three girls. As my time as a 
Youth sailor draws to a close, I’m really looking 
forward to new sailing challenges and 
opportunities coming up in the future.”

Jack Littlechild took 
first place at the 
Laser Nationals.

In the 4.7, RSYS was again well represented  
and Jack Littlechild won the Championship,  
(two nationals wins in Adelaide!)  He even won 
with a race to spare in both events! Jack said:  
“I managed to stay consistently at the front of the 
fleet and came away with two wins which I was 
extraordinarily happy about. Without the hard 
work through the year, top quality training from 
Mike and Tristan and the fellow sailors from 
RSYS, none of this would have been possible!” 

On behalf of all our Youth Members, I would like 
to extend a very big thank you to our coaches: 
Mike Leigh and Locky Pryor (pre-training at 
RSYS.) Also to our parents who gave up the 
entire holidays to take us sailing! And after that 
did the mad dash to Lake Macquarie for a week 
of RSYS Youth Sailing Camp fun!

RSYS Laser Radial Results (47 Boats):
1st Female & 10th Overall Marlena Berzins
15th Oskar Hansen
32nd Carlotta Cruesemann
34th Henry Davison
38th Maddie O’Shea

RSYS Laser 4.7 Results (45 Boats):
1st Jack Littlechild
8th Boston Cortis
9th Will Cooley
14th Zac West
18th  Daniel Costandi
20th  Mark Louis
27th  Brooke Wilson
33rd  Sylvie Stannage
44th Riley Evans

15
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Optimist Nationals 
By Paul Davison
The Optimist Nationals were hosted in Largs Bay, 
Adelaide. It was a lovely big beach and you had 
to wheel your boat down a long path to get there. 
It was fine, except for the 40°C+ days!

We had three RSYS sailors: AJ Whitnall and 
myself in the Open Fleet, and for the first time, 
Vaughan O’Shea in Intermediate Fleet. It was a 
great social experience and we made lots of new 
friends, especially those from Woollahra SC. The 
conditions were very hot and very light, not good 
for anyone heavy (i.e. me!) AJ came 58th and I 
came 70th. The open fleet had almost half a fleet 
of very experienced international and world class 
sailors. This provided strong competition and 
great lessons for us. Vaughan was the only RSYS 
in Intermediate Fleet. He was in a fleet of 61 
boats and came 29th. His light weight and skill 
served him well and his best result was a third! 

Youth Sailing Camp 
By Abby Gilbert
This year, 34 RSYS sailors aged 9-16 went to 
Point Wolstoncroft in lake Macquarie for a 10 day 
camp. We were 19 boys, 15 girls, 14 Lasers and 
20 Optimists. 

Youth News continued

Each day we did around three hours of sailing. 
Although the wind was constantly changing, we 
still participated in races on the water, training 
sessions and on the second last day we sailed to 
a mystery beach for lunch. On the last day, we 
had free time to go sailing and stand-up paddle 
boarding. 

As well as sailing, we participated in multiple 
activities in our teams. One of these activities  
was a scavenger hunt. For this we had to go  
out on the RIBS to find the answers. There was  
a MasterChef evening as well when we had to 
decorate a cake to the best of our team’s ability 
and creativity. Some days we went to the pool 
and played games such as Marco Polo. Whilst 
these activities were fun, there were very 
competitive. Each day a team could challenge 
another team in challenges such as the amount 
of Weet-Bix you can eat in a minute, for points.

I really enjoyed camp this year, despite the heat, 
and I got to know many of the Laser sailors much 
better than I did before. Thank you to all the 
wonderful camp parents who did so much for us.

For more information on Youth Sailing at RSYS, 
please contact Andrew Phillips in the Sailing 
Office andrew.phillips@rsys.com.au 1

Paul Davison (top)

Vaughan O’Shea 
(above) at the Opti 
Nationals. 

Photographer  
Mike Leigh.



Fun, food and friends 
at Youth Summer 
Camp. 

Photography Piotrek 
Swiderski.
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18 The Hardy Cup 

by Angus Olding

Red Shirts, James 
Merrington and Ivo 
Clarke.

Sailing photography 
Raoul de Ferranti 
and Hamish Hardy.

RSYS hosted this prestigious Youth Match 
Racing regatta from 5-9 February. Ten teams  
from around Australia, as well as overseas, 
competed for four days. It was wonderful to see 
both familiar and new faces participating this 
year and a great indicator of the value that Youth 
Match Racing regattas bring to all those involved, 
both in the sense of skill development and the 
life-long friendships made. 

We really enjoyed sailing against such a variety 
of people from so many different places, each 
bringing varying skills, not only from Match 
Racing but from other spectrums of sailing, which 
all added to the experience. The conditions for 
the week tested every team – we were dealt all 
four seasons of weather that week. The quality 
of racing was very high and competitive, and 
although reflected badly for the lower team’s 
results, the opportunity they had to sail against 
some of the best Youth sailors around was 
priceless. As Sir James Hardy said at the prize 
giving ‘It is a tremendous pleasure to watch 
Australia’s future champions developing their  
skills on Sydney Harbour.’ 

The regatta was also a positive step forward for 
the RSYS Development Programme: the team 
finished 5th and only narrowly missed out on 
the Semis, going down 2-3 in the Quarter Finals 
against RPAYC. It was great preparation for the 
team’s New Zealand campaign where we will 
compete in Auckland and Wellington for the 
Nesspresso and Centreport regattas respectively. 

Overall, the regatta was a huge success and 
a credit to all involved. It would not have been 
possible without Sir James Hardy facilitating the 
regatta, and everyone greatly appreciated his 
commitment, along with other Members who 
watched the regatta every day aboard his yacht. 
A huge thank you as well to the numerous ‘Red 
Shirt’ volunteers who were involved all day, every 
day, ensuring the competitors were comfortable 
and happy whilst running the event. Last but 
not least, thank you to the families that hosted 
Interstate and overseas teams! 1
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Overall Results
1st  Rooklyn  DBSC
2nd  Costanzo  RPAYC
3rd  Takahashi  RNZYS
4th  Hughes  RNZYS
5th  Rozenauers  RSYS
6th  Grimes  CYCA
7th  Wilson RNZYS
8th  Gowans  YC
9th  Lynch  Darwin
10th  Solly  SYC

Angus Olding, Zac Quinlan, 
Alex Rozenauers, Nick 
Rozenauers, Mitch Evans 
with Sir James Hardy.

Teams were hosted  
by Squadron families: 
the Kornmans, 
Abbotts, Rozenauers, 
Oldings, Moults, 
Stannages, Evans  
and McLachlans.



20 Squadron Occasional 
Literary Lunch Series

by Gabrielle Holles

Celebrated lecturer Susannah Fullerton made a 
much anticipated return to the Squadron on 18 
November 2016. On this occasion Susannah’s 
subject was Those Mitford Girls, the six wonderful 
and eccentric daughters born between 1905  
and 1920 to Lord Redesdale. The antics of 
the Mitford sisters kept London society agog, 
and Susannah’s presentation to a Carabella 
dining room full to capacity demonstrated why 
these aristocratic women scandalised and 
enthralled their contemporaries, who included 
Winston Churchill, Adolf Hitler and Evelyn 
Waugh. Those attending were left in no doubt 
as to why the Mitford girls have been described 
as the ‘Kardashians of their day’. Susannah’s 
comprehensive knowledge of her subjects 
and the era in which they lived made for an 
enjoyable and informative question and answer 
session following the formal presentation. Again, 
Members and their guests enjoyed fine wines, 
delicious food and a memorable and enlightening 
talk about the stand-out figures of a bygone era.

RSYS is so much more than a sailing club: we are 
a community, ready to welcome new Members to 
a variety of stimulating activities such as speaker 
events, literary luncheons and Book Club. Please 
look out for details of our events in the OnBoard 
newsletter. 1

On 16 September 2016 the Squadron hosted 
a lunch and presentation by the author of 
Rosetta: A Scandalous True Story. Alexandra 
Joel entertained a large gathering of Members 
and their guests with the fascinating story of 
her great-grandmother, a young respectable 
married woman with a child, who shocked 1905 
Melbourne society when she ran away with a 
Chinese fortune teller, Zeno the Magnificent. 
Rosetta and her lover sailed to London where 
they enjoyed a fabulous career as confidants to 
the highest levels of society. Rosetta and Zeno 
eventually returned to Australia, wealthy and 
successful, but Rosetta was shunned by her 
family and never saw her daughter (Alexandra’s 
grandmother) again. Alexandra detailed the inside 
story of the scandal and its impact on her family, 
and answered questions from the audience 
in a lively discussion session. Alexandra’s 
personal knowledge and insight into her great-
grandmother’s story added another dimension 
to her thoroughly researched and very enjoyable 
book. The luncheon was held on a perfect spring 
afternoon in the Carabella dining room and 
Members and their guests were treated to a  
light and delicious meal prepared by Chef. 
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Maddie O’Shae in 
action at the NSW 
Youth Championship.

Photography Robin 
Evans.

On 9 October last year John addressed 50 
Members and their guests. He spoke about 
several past Club Members who were important 
and instrumental in the development of our Club 
and, perhaps more importantly, Sydney itself.  
All captured by Beecroft. 

It became clear to many at the lunchtime 
gathering just how much research our author had 
undertaken to provide such an informative and 
amusing talk. Through the paintings John was 
able to draw out short, informative and amusing 
anecdotes about some of our important past 
Members.

The talk was so well received that The Speakers’ 
Committee has asked John to speak again at an 
event in early June. 

The Squadron is lucky to have John as a 
Member. He is a great asset to the Club and,  
to a less direct extent, the city and our country. 
He has recorded and preserved a small yet 
colourful part of Australian history. 1

Many Club Members know John Maclurcan as 
the Club’s race handicapping man. He is a good 
man to know.

However John has another Club side to him 
altogether. He has been largely responsible 
for the background research and gradual 
appearance of the framed watercolour caricatures 
of past Members painted by one Lawrence 
Herbert Beecroft, between 1908 and 1933.  

Most Members will have noticed these paintings 
now hanging on the walls in the northern 
entrance to the Club. 

As a writer, historian and collector, John was 
clearly the man to research the background 
of Beecroft and the histories of the Members 
the artist portrayed. When the Club’s Archive 
Committee asked John to do so, luckily he 
agreed.

The Club’s Speakers’ Committee asked John  
if he would talk about the Beecroft Caricatures 
over lunch for Members and guests.

Squadron  
Speaker Events

by Stephen Wall

Photographer  
Isabel Wartho.
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The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased Members 
listed below: 

Brereton, Mary Bethia; 
Mulford, John Gordon; 
Duncan, Ronald  
Stewart Hunter;  
Fowler, Paul Timotheus; 
Proudman, Patricia Alice; 
Peacocke, Douglas 
Gerald;  
Rowe, Gerald Maurice; 
Loxton, Thomas David; 
Tolhurst, Frank Henry.

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

J D Maclurcan
B R Cubis
J J Taylor
H J Elliott
D C Griffith
M F Robinson
M D York OAM
D V Ross
D L McLean
M C Solomons
S J H Ford
S C A Ingate
A M Coleman
M P C Byrne
K D Gojnich
K F Dixon
R Orr
C P Brook
M J McCann
P W Dulhunty
P E Mason
L N Hill
B J Watson

C Caws

K W Evans
P M Rozenauers
D B Fitzsimons
J R Vickery
J R Vickery
C I J Hartley
M J Dunstan
R G Lawson

J R Moyneux
G W Ingate
A D Sunman
P M Rozenauers
J R Vickery
D C Griffith
C P Brook
P A Scardifield
M J McCann

P J Davison
K A Davison
P J Davison
N O’Shea
N O’Shea
C A Spencer
C A Spencer
G R Barron
G R Barron
G R Barron
A J Brungs
P M Rozenauers
C P Brook
C P Brook
M J McCann

G Blom
R C Dunnet
R B Taylor
A C Roche
P Lancken
P F Crane
A B Clark
R Kingsford Smith
G J Purcell
C P Anstee
S C A Ingate
S J H Ford
I Murray AM
J W Doig
G W Ingate OAM
P D Mayoh
J F Wischer
D P Edwards
C C Davidson
C P Brook
M J Coxon
J L Hill
R C Chapman

M I Anderson

A R Inwood
M S Lindsay
M J A Connery OAM
R J Franklin
R J Franklin
N Lamming
L N Hill
T D Joyce

L A Walker
W I Manning
D B Kellett
M S Lindsay
R J Franklin
P Lancken
D P Edwards
M H Colman
C C Davidson

G J O’Shea
K D Gojnich
N O’Shea
P J Davison
P J Davison
K W Evans
K W Evans
K W Evans
K W Evans
K W Evans
M J Whitnall
M S Lindsay
D P Edwards
D P Edwards
C C Davidson

Millikin, Hugh
Vaughan, David
Johnstone, Peter)
Winston-Smith, Simon
Anderson, Jay
Hudson, Raymond
Pickering, Ralph
Wade, Susan
Howarth, John
Fesq, George 
Mitchell, Rowan
Cook, Ian
Cuming, Timothy
Mullen, John
Newland, Jan
McEncroe, Eris 
Macintosh, James
McKay, Campbell
Johnston, Dara
Dunn, Anthony
Ford, Russell
Ferguson, Douglas
Reed, Nicholas
COUNTRY:
Johnston, Hugh
INTERMEDIATE:
Dixson, Andrew 
Lidbetter, John 
Connor, Scott 
Pfeiffer, Mathew 
Pfeiffer, Robert 
Leggett, Jaimes 
Ryan, William 
Vandervord, Chloe 
AFFILIATE
Rothwell, Siobhan
York, Jeannette
Cleland, Julianne
Libetter, Jacinta
Pfeiffer, Patricia
Kirby, Judith
McKay, Megan
Houston, Geoffrey
Johnston, Terin
YOUTH:
Cortis, Boston
West, Zac
Wilson, Brooke
Cooley, Will
Costandi, Daniel
Simpson, Tyler
Simpson, Dylan
Flannery, Thomas
Flannery, Jessica
Flannery, Lauren
Atkinson, Cate
Lidbetter, Harry
McKay, Benedict
McKay, Spencer
Johnston, Michael

New Member Proposer Seconder

METROPOLITAN



Club Life,  
it’s Lively!

RSYS Activities  
March to May
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March
24 Friday Twilight Series – early start
 Rooftop Bar
25 Summer Series, Mini B
25 Intermediates Ball, Carabella
26 Sunday Jazz, CCA
26 Sunday Series – FINAL
27 Technology Talk #1
28 Book Club
 Opera by the Harbour #1
31 Friday Twilight Series – early start – FINAL

April
1 Summer Series – FINAL
 Mini A 
 Clubhouse Finish
1 Crabshack, Carabella
4 Opera by the Harbour #2
7 Friday Twilight Series Prize Giving & Dinner, Carabella
8 Varuna Trophy Race
8 Grand Buffet dinner, Carabella
10 Technology Talk #2 
12 Family Pasta Night, CCA
14-17 Easter Long Weekend
17-24 Annual Squadron Cruise, Pittwater
19 Monthly Wine Tasting, CCA
24 Technology Talk #3 
25 Anzac Day
26 Cruising Division Seminar, CCA
 Literary Luncheon, Carabella
28 Friday ‘Raid the Cellar’ & Dinner, Carabella
30 Sunday Jazz, CCA

May
5 Annual Cruise Prize Giving & Dinner, Carabella
6 Winter Series
7 Duck & Pinot Long Lunch #2, Carabella
10 Wednesday Family Night, CCA
13 Winter Series
13  Grand Buffet dinner, Carabella
14 Mother’s Day Buffet, Carabella
17 Monthly Wine Tasting – Masterclass, CCA
19 Youth Sailing Prize Giving & Dinner, Carabella
20 Winter Series
21 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella
23 Book Club
24 Cruising Division Seminar, CCA
27 Winter Series
28 Sunday Jazz, CCA

June
2 Annual Squadron Prize Giving & Dinner, Carabella
Please note the above may be subject to change. Please refer to the 
e-newsletters for latest information.



Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2017
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Item Price

RSYS branded Zhik sailing gear 

Mens/Ladies Cotton Polo  $90

Long Sleeve Mens/Ladies Dry Polo  $93.50

Hoodie  $126

Fleece Vest  $180

Mens/Ladies Kiama Jacket  $260

Mens/Ladies Technical Short  $155

Sailing Visor $26.50

PFD $140

Sailing Gloves $17

Other items

V-Neck Jumper  $132

Submariner Jumper $176

Rugby Jersey  $71.50

Baseball Cap $29

Beanie $20

Wide Brim Hat $30

Sunglass Strap $16.50

Sailing Bag $138

D-Loop Belt $73.50

Cufflinks $27.50

Club Silk Tie (Members only) $79.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Lapel Pin $5.50

Playing Cards $38.50

Squadron History Book Volume 2  $13.50

Burgees in various sizes  $30-83

Car/Boat stickers  $3

Squadron Buttons  $6.40-7.75

Members receive a 10% discount 
Prices include GST

All items are available from the RSYS Retail 
Store in the Sailing Office reception area.  
A limited range is also available from the Fort 
Denison Cellar.

March
Monday 20 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 23 Duplicate
Monday 27 Mixed Bridge
Thursday  30 Teams

April
Monday  3 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 6 Rubber
Monday 10 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 13 Duplicate
Thursday 20 Rubber
Monday 24 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 27 Duplicate

May
Monday 1 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 4 Rubber
Monday 8 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 11 Duplicate
Monday 15 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 18 Rubber
Monday 22 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 25 Duplicate
Monday 29 Mixed Bridge

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 8 March
Wednesday 12 April
Wednesday 10 May

$60 per person 

Notes on Card Dates:
1. Helen Huggins 9439 7394.

2. First & Third Thursday – Price $30 includes 
sandwich luncheon.
On the First Thursday in June 2017 a Hot Dish  
will be served in place of the sandwich luncheon.
Price $45.
The Annual Meeting will be held on 1st June  
2017 in the Kirribilli Room. 

3. Second & Fourth Thursdays – Price $30  
includes sandwich luncheon.

4. Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday  
afternoons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings  
should be made by Friday of the preceding week  
and where possible in pairs to facilitate play.  
All welcome.

5. Members wishing to make permanent  
bookings for 2017 are requested to complete the 
special form for this purpose, available from the 
reception desk.



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.

Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 

Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171.

A la carte Dining
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.

Squadron Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month for Dinner from 6.30pm and the 3rd 
Sunday for Lunch from 12.30pm.

Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  

The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 8am until 4pm.

For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 

Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  

Neutral Bay Verandah
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of a Member, are welcome 
during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.

This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.

It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.

Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.

All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 

Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars. Please advise any  
staff member if you are made aware of any 
breach of this regulation. 

SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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Sean Langman helmed Team Australia in the Extreme Sailing Series. Photographer Rene Chapman.


