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1AGM Address  
13 September

by Commodore  
Richard Chapman

Members of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, 
good evening and welcome to the Annual General 
Meeting in this our 154th year. 

I would like to provide you with a brief summary 
of the activities of your Committees and operations 
of the Squadron over the past year, full details are 
available in the Squadron’s annual report.

Again, this has been another year of con-
solidation, with a strong focus on maintaining or 
reducing costs across all departments wherever 
possible, enabling us to reduce our peak debt  
by $400,000 during the year just gone. It is a  
fine line maintaining the balance of private club 
availability and commercial outcomes required  
to provide Squadron Members with the service 
levels, facilities and value that are expected with 
membership.

I don’t propose to discuss in detail the financial 
aspects of the Squadron in my report as they  
will be discussed by the Honorary Treasurer later 
this evening, except to say that the Squadron 
recorded a modest surplus of $101,000 compared 
to the previous year’s surplus of $140,000. 

In March, the General Committee informed 
Members of the increase in Metropolitan sub-
scriptions by 2% for the coming year and all other 
fees were set as a percentage of the Metropolitan 
rate, as prescribed in the Constitution. 

The General Committee is committed to keeping 
any future subscription increases to a minimum, 
taking into account Member usage, new Member 
inductions, the ever-increasing repairs and 

maintenance costs, and capital expenditure on 
asset replacement.

The changes to our membership categories have 
seen the first positive increase in Metropolitan 
Members in some seven years, and a strong 
increase in Affiliate membership over the past 
year, from 156 to 212. This growth is continuing, 
although now slowing. Our Sydney based 
Members are using their club more frequently.

To reach our goal of 1,500 Metropolitan Members 
by the year 2020, I continue and will continue to 
ask all Members to consider inviting one or more 
of their close friends to become a Member of the 
Squadron.

The review of the Club’s strategic plan is ongoing 
and covers all aspects of the Squadron. It has 
taken longer than originally thought. That said,  
a number of projects are in very early days of 
review, the club’s waterfront infrastructure being 
one of them. Given our limited footprint, current 
funding levels and required development 
approvals, these projects are seen as long term. 

The Squadron is arguably the premier yacht  
club in Australia, and its focus is dedicated to 
supporting and promoting the sport of sailing. 
During the year we hosted many regattas with the 
highlight being the Rolex Farr 40 World Champion-
ship last February. Also we had the annual Under 
25s Hardy Cup Match Racing, McConaghy 38 
regattas, the Etchells Milson Goblets, the Australia 
Day Regatta on the Harbour and the Stepping 
Stone House Regatta, just to name a few. Your 

Below: Phillip Watts 
handing over to the 
new Honorary 
Treasurer, Ross 
Littlewood

Left: Karyn Gojnich 
was elected to the 
General Committee.



Committee realises that holding these events  
has an impact on our Members so I would like  
to thank you for your patience and tolerance.

This year it was also the Squadron’s turn to host 
the Annual Trans Tasman Regatta against Royal 
New Zealand, and it is great to report that the 
trophy was won this year by your Flag Officers.  
All this on top of our normal very busy sailing 
calendar!

Many of our Members, friends and their families 
continue to enjoy the Annual Cruise to Pittwater 
and Cowan Creek, and the new format is proving 
as popular as ever. The formation of the Cruising 
Division has seen not only the introduction of 
cruising in company events but the monthly 
Cruising Talks are gaining an increasing following.

We are fortunate to have a large team of 
dedicated race management volunteers, protest 
panel members, equipment auditors and our 
honorary handicapper all contributing their 
expertise and time to co-ordinate the sailing 
season. I sincerely thank all Volunteers for your 
valuable time and effort, for without you we  
would not be able to enjoy our sport of sailing.

Since it began 56 years ago, our Youth Sailing 
programme continues to grow and now offers a 
more structured pathway for our Youth sailors. 
With three levels of Optimist training available, 
enrolments have remained consistent and last 
season and this season have seen our original 
Tackers group graduate to Lasers. While our 
Youth programme is structured around Optimists 
and Lasers, we are actively looking at what else 
to offer our up and coming sailors. 

On behalf of the Trustees, I would like to thank all 
those Members who contribute to the Squadron 
Yacht Racing Foundation each year in order to 
assist mainly our Youth and Intermediate sailors  
in the development of their competitive sailing 
skills, both here in Australia and overseas. The 
Foundation funds sailing infrastructure projects, 
as well as the purchase of equipment which is 
used for learn to sail courses, regattas and of 
course the Hardy Cup.

This year has been a year of consolidation across 
all areas of House with the primary focus on 
service levels in all house outlets and ensuring 
that the food offering is varied, of high quality and 
consistent. The set price two course menu in  
the Carabella dining room has proved popular, 
but lunches are in decline, with many Members 

opting to lunch in the more casual, relaxed and 
increasing popular Careening Cove Anchorage. 

The Rooftop Bar on level 5 which is open on 
Fridays during daylight saving continues to 
impress those Members who take advantage  
of the great atmosphere, good views, wine  
and food. It’s a great way to finish the week. 

Functions and conferencing remain at steady 
levels; that said your committee is looking at 
ways to increase conferencing, as the club  
has areas and facilities that are underutilised. 

Accommodation across areas of the Squadron 
has seen steady usage by Members and their 
guests mainly as a result of the refurbishment  
of the Peel St apartments two years ago.

The Waterfront operation has seen a slight 
decrease in revenue, but this is being addressed 
by increased marketing and incentives for returning 
customers. Repairs and maintenance to the travel 
lift, hardstand and pontoons is ongoing and one of 
the two Jib cranes had to be replaced. 

We are committed to ensuring our environmental 
and Work, Health & Safety standards are 
maintained at the highest levels across all 
departments and ongoing staff training makes 
sure that we meet or exceed all statutory 
requirements.

The Membership Committee has focused on 
developing membership targets that are both 
realistic and create a sustainable and long term 
future for the Club. Initiatives are being developed 
to justify these targets and the Committee will 
continue to monitor the performance of all 
membership categories. Continuing refinement  
of the value proposition that supports the Family 
membership package and Member for Life 
programme is ongoing.

The Marketing and Communications Committee 
has focused on introducing a range of new and 
improved communication platforms to enable 
Members to be better informed about the 
increasing number of benefits that the Squadron 
offers. The emailed OnBoard weekly brings 
Members up to date on what’s happening at the 
Club and the Logbook is setting new standards 
with each edition.

The Intermediates Committee, representing 
Members between 18 to 39 years of age, has 
had another successful year, organising well-
attended functions which included Christmas 
drinks at the Rooftop Bar, the popular 
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Intermediates Ball and a Speaker evening.  
The introduction of the Friday night Elliott sailing 
programme has been well received and will 
continue in the coming year. 

The Bridge Committee continues to encourage 
new Members to join them in the many Bridge 
activities, Bridge on Thursdays, Wednesday 
Bridge and Dinner, casual mixed Bridge on 
Mondays and interclub games.

The History Committee continues to collect, 
catalogue and archive the Squadron’s history, 
with the cataloguing of the library books, trophies, 
artefacts and pictures well advanced. When all 
the books are in the database it is hoped that 
Members will be able to search for and borrow 
books conveniently. We do have a really great 
collection of Squadron collectables and historic 
paintings.

We are well aware that we are currently spending 
approximately $450,000 per annum on repairs 
and maintenance, and this amount is the 
minimum that is required to keep our ageing 
facilities in a condition that members expect. A 
detailed R and M budget has been prepared in 
consultation across all departments and this 
shows a significant increase in funds required in 
the coming years. 

We must underpin our financial strength for the 
future, and I continue to seek Members’ interest 
in and support for the Endowment Fund which 
will grow over time to be used for the ever-
increasing requirement for significant repairs  
and maintenance, as well as specific or general 
purpose major developments.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
Squadron Members who give up so much of their 
time serving on the many committees that make 
the Squadron what it is today, we could not do it 
without you.

I would also like to thank our CEO William 
Pettigrew and his staff across all departments for 
their contribution to the successful running of the 
Club throughout the year, maintaining the high 
level of services that our Members expect and at 
the same time controlling expenditure and costs.

I thank all those Members who have introduced  
a new Member to the Club, and I strongly 
encourage all Members to continue to strengthen 
our Club by considering proposing for member-
ship your friends, especially those who have 
enjoyed your hospitality at the Squadron on a 
regular basis.

And of course please make the Squadron your 
destination of choice. 1

Judy Waring helped 
with the cataloguing 
of the library books



4 Drina aus 577 –  
North West Passage  
Transit 2014, part 2

by Paul Kerrigan

Below: Drina beset in 
the pack, Port Leopold

Below right: Drina 
securing a line  
to a grounded ice  
floe, Port Leopold  

By 25 August Arctic Tern and Gjoa, after many 
adventures, reported their arrival in Fort Ross. 
However, the conditions in Prince Regent had 
deteriorated and it looked like it would be some 
time yet before the rest of us would make the 
passage south. The ice to the west of Bellot 
continued to be a barrier as well. 

So it was that one by one, the remaining boats 
reluctantly decided to abandon the transit and 
retire eastward to Greenland before Lancaster 
began to refreeze. We waved good luck and 
wished our friends safe passage home as we 
watched them depart. Drina would continue to 
wait. Our shore support team was confident that 
conditions would improve before the final freeze.

Early the next morning the wind changed and  
we watched the pack begin to enter the harbour. 
To begin with, we were not that concerned. The 
tide had from time to time pushed parts of the 
pack into the harbour and carried it out again  
on the next tide. This time it was different as the 
pack soon filled the harbour and we retreated to 
the northern arm and tied up to a large grounded  
ice floe that provided some protection from the 
pack. We waited for the tide to turn expecting 
some movement in the pack. There was none. 
Drina was beset. 

To begin with this was a novel experience and 
we enjoyed the freedom to walk around on the 
ice, collect fresh water from the large melt pools, 
and for the hardier among us, engage in a little 
ice swimming. As the days rolled by we began  
to take stock of our position. If the ice did not 
retreat, we were stuck. We were not prepared  
to overwinter in such a remote location. We had 
neither the food nor fuel to do so.

On day two we had a VHF conversation with the 
Norwegian Tug, Tandberg Polar as she passed 
about three miles off, bound south. She reported 
solid pack between her and our position. Not the 
news we wanted to hear.

By day three we began to prepare for a possible 
evacuation by the Canadian Coast Guard, 
probably by ice-breaker-based helicopter. It 
would mean abandoning Drina to the pack and 
she was unlikely to survive. 

We crossed our fingers and continued to wait. 
Then overnight on day four the wind shifted; it 
wasn’t forecast, just a local weather event. The 
harbour emptied of ice as quickly as it had filled, 
and within hours of the wind shift the harbour 

Top of North Head 
Port Leopold the day 
before we were beset

Photography: Paul  
Kerrigan and Emily  
Penn 



Far left: Taking 
advantage of the fresh 
water melt pools while 
beset, Port Leopold 

Left: Bobbing 
alongside our 
grounded ice floe,  
Port Leopold. 

Drina beset at the 
choke point Bellot 
Strait

was ice-free, leaving Drina bobbing alongside  
our friendly grounded floe in brilliant sunshine. 

Our shore team assured us that the coast of 
Devon was ice-free and that a new weather 
system would push the pack in Prince Regent  
to the east over the next few days, clearing the 
way for us to make a dash south to Fort Ross  
to join Arctic Tern, Gjoa and Tandberg Polar.

All day we followed leads in the pack eastward 
and northward towards Devon Island. During the 
day our shore team amended their analysis and 
the consensus was now to make all speed south 
to Fort Ross. We reversed course. A narrow lead 
down the east coast of Somerset Island was 

reported as open and the pack had cleared to 
the west of Bellot Strait and most of the way  
to Gjoa Haven. At Fort Ross, Arctic Tern, Gjoa 
and Tandberg Polar had now been joined by 
Stephen Brown and his band of rock climbers  
on his 18 metre alloy Aero Rigged schooner 
Novara and all four would attempt a passage 
through the strait early the following morning  
29 August.

Drina made all speed south in Prince Regent 
along the edge of the pack and on the morning 
of the 30th began a transit of Bellot. The transit 
took some 15 hours to passage the 17 mile 
strait. We struggled against currents of up to  

5
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Trawling for plastic 
west of Bellot Strait – 
Emily Penn’s 
scientific research

Drina trawling for 
plastic High Arctic

The Norwegian tug 
Tandberg Polar to 
the rescue.

8 kts and we were again beset by ice about  
two-thirds of the way through and waited for 
three hours before a tide change allowed a  
lead to open up and we slipped through.

Our friends Glen and Anne Bainbridge on Gjoa 
had become beset the previous day and were 
rescued by a passing Russian expedition ship 
the Akademik Sergey Vavilov. 

By midnight on 30 August Drina was sailing in 1 
to 3 tenth ice west of Bellot and making for Gjoa 
Haven to refuel and run for Point Barrow some 
2,000 miles away to the west before the refreeze 
due 10 to 20 September. We were committed, 
there was no way back. No more waiting, it was 
now a race.

On this passage to Gjoa Haven we were lucky  
to witness a magic display of the northern lights. 

We were now some 250 miles south of our most 
northern track and had three hours of darkness 
or at least no sun each day. We dropped anchor 
in Gjoa Haven on 1 September and attempted  
to refuel. Alas, to our dismay, there was no diesel 
in the settlement only jet fuel.

Within hours we were underway again bound for 
Cambridge Bay, the next settlement some 250 
miles west. We dropped anchor here alongside 
our friends Arctic Tern, Novara and Gjoa who 
were there ahead of us. Again the news was 
bad. There was no diesel in the settlement.  
We considered using the alternative jet fuel but 
were not willing to chance using it all the way to 
Barrow. We explored the option of hauling out 
and overwintering on the hard to no avail. There 
was no equipment capable of lifting a boat the 
size of Drina.

All this investigation took several days, with each 
passing day reducing the time remaining to reach 
Point Barrow before the pack began to refreeze 
later in September. 

Then came the Norwegians to the rescue.  
The Norwegian tug Tandberg Polar bound for 
Cambridge Bay to help in the recovery of Roald 
Amundsen’s yacht Maud, was due in Cambridge 
on Sunday 7 September. On hearing of our plight 
they very kindly agreed to supply us with as much 
diesel as we needed to get to Nome in Alaska. 

The race for Point Barrow and the Ice Gate

Arctic Tern and Novara left Cambridge Bay very 
early on Sunday 7 September bound for Nome 
while we on Drina anxiously awaited the arrival  
of Tandberg Polar and our promised diesel. The 
tug arrived late that evening and we immediately 
went alongside to transfer fuel.

So it was that late on Sunday 7 September we 
left our friends on Gjoa and Tandberg Polar to 
overwinter in Cambridge Bay, and Drina motor 
sailed west with brimming tanks towards 
freedom. 

The race across the top of Canada and Alaska 
became another adventure that probably 
deserves a separate telling. We expected it to  
be hard going as the winds at these latitudes 
prevail from the west, so we expected lots of 
headwinds. To begin with, this was the case  
and we motor sailed most of the time. An 
uncomfortable few days. Then to our surprise, 

Drina aus 577 –  
North West Passage  
Transit 2014 
part 2 continued



SV Gjoa and Drina 
looking for fuel at 
Gjoa Haven.

the wind went to the north and east and we 
began broad reaching ahead of a building front. 
The wind was followed by rain and finally snow. 
By 10 September we were running before 35 
knots often gusting to 50 knots with heavy  
snow. Six days later after an exciting ride and  
still running before the breeze, we rounded  
Point Barrow and began to make a course south 
and away from the ice. On 19 September we 
crossed the Arctic Circle, successfully completing 
our transit across the top of the Americas.

Drina made for Dutch Harbour in the Aleutian 
Island chain where she overwintered. In May 
2015 Michael departed Dutch Harbour and  
sailed down the longitude to Hawaii and on to 
the northern Cook Islands, then turned west 
along the Pacific Island chain to make for New 
Caledonia with a number of stops along the  
way. Late in that year she reached Brisbane  
and the Royal Queensland Yacht Club where  
she now resides. This completed Michael’s  
third circumnavigation, about 47,000 miles  
over four years. A rather satisfying achievement 
considering that much of the journey was made 
short or singlehanded.

7

Adventures such as these need extensive 
support. This NW Passage transit would not 
have been possible without the practical support 
and encouragement of many of our friends and 
fellow sailors ashore here in Australia and around 
the world. So it would be very remiss of us 
aboard Drina not to thank those who made the 
adventure possible.

Weather and Ice Analysis:  
Commodore J L Brooks CYCA, Commodore  
M P Levy RSYS. 

Weather and general advice:  
L Jensen Young NY, Peter Semotiuk CA, Douglas 
Phol CA, The Canadian Coast Guard Service, 
CCGS Ice Breaker, Pierre Raddison.

Information Technology & Communications:  
W Kerrigan & S Kerrigan, The Can Factory 
London, Finance & Logistics: MV Tandberg Polar 
(Norwegian Tug), G L L Taylor RSYS.

Morale and Intelligence:  
Stephen Brown and his crew on SV Novara,  
SV Artic Tern and SV Gjoa.

B D Gould RSYS and my many sailing mates 
who encouraged me to make the attempt. 1



8 Tuesday Twilights 
Pearls of Wisdom

The winner of the 2015/16 Paspaley Tuesday 
Twilight series non spinnaker division was Kristina 
Brenke helming Gaia. In addition to receiving 
Australian South Sea pearl earrings, Kristina and 
members of her crew were invited by Paspaley  
to visit their flagship boutique in Martin Place and 
receive a behind-the-scenes tour of The Pearl 
Room located deep below their magnificent 
showroom. 

Kristina writes: ‘We had an incredible afternoon! 
We were hosted by Fiona Madsen, who is  
both a Squadron Member and a Paspaley 
employee, and she was extremely generous  
with her information as well as the champagne. 
We were able to touch, handle and compare 
numerous pearls and not only view pieces from 
the company’s private archives, but intriguingly, 
also the personal collection of Nicholas Paspaley 
(Senior) MBE.

Right: Pearl treasures 
from the private 
archives

Below: the Gaia team 
enjoying the tour.  
From L to R Jenny 
Kerr, Kristina Brenke, 
Leonie Krone, Juanita 
Freeman, Deborah 
Wallace.

‘I now feel prouder than ever to have won 
precious gems with such a rich cultural history.  
I will treasure them all the more for this visit.

‘We thoroughly enjoyed this private tour, as 
viewing the old Australasia Bank vaults and  
a ride in Australia’s oldest electric lift were 
unforgettable!’ 1



9Etchells Queensland 
State Championship  
1-3 October 2016

by Jeanne-Claude Strong

Yandoo XX at the top 
mark.

Yandoo XX with the 
winner’s trophy. From 
l to r: Jeanne-Claude 
Strong, Ashleigh 
Swadling, Marcus 
Burke, Seve Jarvin 
and Barry Cuneo, 
Rear Commodore, 
RQYS.

I always feel privileged to race Etchells, to be 
amongst such top yachtsmen.

Marcus Burke is one, and I’ve been lucky to 
sail with him for many years now. I love the fact 
that he can fix anything and always with a smile! 
Seve Jarvin is also a world class yachtsman with 
a swag of World Championship titles under his 
belt. And both are tall, dark and handsome and 
strong. I’ve cleared this with Kaley and Michaela, 
Michael is not so sure. How lucky can a girl be? 
All I have to do is go as fast as I can, sit back and 
admire their work. Both men did a fabulous job 
in Brisbane and both are a delight to sail with. 
It was the first time we had sailed together as a 
team, which was just one of the many challenges 
we had that long weekend up North. I normally 
deal with most of the logistics, but this time I 
somehow managed to get to Brisbane missing a 
few simple things like the mainsheet, spinnaker 
sheets and tiller extension. Apart from being 
blonde I can give you many excuses, including 
the fact that we had Yandoo XX at McConaghy’s 
yard being repaired to fix the massive hole she 
acquired at Mooloolaba, and we hadn’t sailed  
her since coming back from Cowes.

Conditions were perfect – especially the 26ºC 
temperature. How we love those palm trees! 
The facilities at RQYS are excellent – what great 
foresight from previous club members to buy 
so much real estate! The locals were super 
friendly and hospitable and made us feel most 
welcome. All of which augurs well for the World 
Championship in Brisbane in 2018.

It was a hard fought title: we started the last day 
needing to beat David Clark by five points and 
we only just managed that on the last downwind 
leg. Seve was great with his tactics (in spite of a 
broken jib car line on the port side), and between 
the two of them he and Marcus set up the boat 
beautifully.

So my thanks go to Marcus and Seve as 
well as Ashleigh Swadling (a 16 year old lass 
who jumped on at the last minute for her first 
experience racing Etchells). Also congratulations 
to David Clark and Peter Conde and their crews, 
who were formidable opponents. 1

1 Yandoo XX Jeanne-Claude Strong, Marcus Burke, Seve Jarvin,  

  Ashleigh Swadling  RSYS 20

2 Fifteen+ David Clark, Will Howard, Sasha Ryan, Mark Langford  CYCA 21

3 Encore Peter Conde, Brian Hillier, Myles Baron-Hay  RQYS 25

4 The Usual Suspects Lincoln Fraser, Benjamin Fraser, Geoff Woolley, Tim Hannah  RNZYS 25

5 Fair Dinkum Grant Hudson, Ben Vercoe, Klaus Lorenz, Tom Siganto  RQYS 31
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The famous 
Seglarbuns from  
the 150 year old 
Sandhamn Bageri. 
Photo Team Assassin

A typical serene 
overnight mooring  
at a nature harbour. 
Photo courtesy of 
Maggie Joyce.

maiden sail on Skyfall from Siaro Fort to Blido. En 
route, we split off from the group of seven yachts 
to pick up a crew member from Dyvik Marina. 
The young attendant at the small fuel station and 
store there was typical of the locals we met over 
the course of the holiday. She spoke excellent 
English, had a fascination that a large group of 
Aussies had come to Sweden to sail and wanted 
to explain just how different their winters are from 
ours. The Swedish sailing season is sadly very 
short in the archipelago – just a few months of 
the year, because for the remainder of the year, 
boats are brought on to dry land while the locals 
(tentatively!) use the Baltic as a huge ice skating 
rink in winter. 

We were fortunate to enjoy the late Swedish 
summer and brave enough to jump into the Baltic 
for a rather cold, bracing swim most mornings. 
We realised quite fast though, that when racing in 
Sweden, you’ll need your wet-weather gear and 
warm clothes, while non-racing days in sheltered 
natural harbours are pleasant enough to dine 
alfresco late into the evening.

Our first race from Blido to Arlhoma was short 
and easy, with light winds lifting us all the way as 
we passed islands dotted with small red homes. 
We wondered if Swedish sailing saw any real 
action. The following days revealed it has plenty! 
Race two had one of our challengers boast 62 

There’s something both ridiculously wonderful, 
and wonderfully ridiculous about eating freshly 
cooked lamb curry while your Bavaria 50 is at a 
45 degree heel in 15kts of breeze and you are in 
a wind-stealing, multi-tack battle with a Jeanneau 
45. That’s the very situation we found ourselves in 
during a two week rally around the alluringly wild 
Stockholm Archipelago.

After competing in more than 80% of the 
2014/2015 Friday Twilight series, the owners of 
Assassin won a spot for two people on the 2016 
Sweden Yacht Rally with Mariner Boating, and so 
it was that nine friends embarked on this unique 
experience.

Sweden certainly isn’t the first location that 
comes to mind when we think of sailing. For  
the Assassin crew at least, that’s changed. The 
Stockholm Archipelago offers excellent sailing 
conditions opening out to the Baltic Sea, largely 
unaffected by tides, a steady breeze and some 
30,000 islands to explore. The actual number  
of islands is a hot debate, which most locals 
passionately enter into. Whatever the number, 
they range from relatively bustling islands with 
restaurants, stores and pubs, to natural harbours 
with basic services, to moss-covered rocks with 
no electricity, water or inhabitants but plenty of 
wild blueberries to pick. 

Organised by the joyful Trevor and Maggie Joyce 
of Mariner Boating Holidays, we set off on our 

The Stockholm Archipelago:  
Sailing in an Enchanting  
Wilderness

by Elle Vandervord 
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Left: Tony and Pat 
Pfeiffer

Below left: At the 
RSYS Pond with flags. 

tacks over a mere 13 NM course, with heavy 
shipping traffic to navigate. 

Arlhoma is the northernmost inhabited island  
in the Stockholm Archipelago and boasts an 
extraordinary Battery to explore, with a large fixed 
canon and long winding trenches set amongst 
the coastal backdrop. This was once a long-
hidden secret, but was one of the vital coastal 
defences during the Cold War.

A victorious race for Skyfall to Sandhamn, home 
of the Royal Swedish Yacht Club (Kungliga 
Svenska Segel Sällskapet or KSSS) which is 
associated with RSYS. Literally meaning ‘sand 
island’, Sandhamn is a bustling island with several 
restaurants, stores and bakeries. This lively spot 
has a holiday atmosphere, mooring for 350 
yachts and the number of inhabitants swells from 
100 permanent residents to up to 3,000 in the 
summer. The camaraderie between strangers 
who have sailing in common was apparent at 
Sandhamn, and we met many Swedish sailors 
who were keen to hear about our trip over a cold 
drink and a seglar bun (sailor bun) from the 150 
year old Sandhamn Bageri (bakery). 

Hosted by the KSSS at their prestigious club, the 
Commodore greeted us warmly and invited us for 
pre-dinner drinks while sharing the history of the 
club – which was originally founded in 1830 – and 
the work they do today. With over 5,000 active 
members, it’s the largest yacht club in Sweden 

and the leading race organiser there, with the  
AF Offshore Race (formerly the Round Gotland 
Race) their most famous race and one of the 
largest offshore races in the world. They also 
organise camps and junior training. We saw the 
icy conditions that their young sailors train in  
and their very active youth camp which holds 
exchanges with the US. There isn’t an exchange 
programme with Australia yet, but no doubt this 
would be popular. 

Above: Father and 
daughter on Albin 
Express Teddy

Below left: Phil Cutts 
and Ryan Brook plot the 
course before a race 

Below: L-R Dr John 
Vandervord, Tom Egan, 
Phil Cutts and Ryan 
Brook.
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Team Assassin cooks  
a delicious steak  
dinner at a typical 
nature harbour.  
Photo Team Assassin

Centre: The yachts  
race close and fast  
from Sandhamn to 
Dalaro. Photo courtesy 
of Maggie Joyce.

We met with a KSSS member, Frederik, who 
joined the rally as a casual entrant. His 25 foot 
Albin Express Teddy was expertly sailed by 
Frederik, with his daughter Johanna at the helm; 
on handicap, Teddy likely would have taken first 
place overall for the entire rally. Frederik invited  
us to something of a Swedish tradition – a boat 
sinking party. The notion of this is that one  
invites as many people as possible on-board for 
digestifs, until the boat literally starts taking on 
water. I’m pleased to report that we left with wet 
feet and we didn’t offer to return the favour and 
host the next ‘boat sinker’ on Skyfall! 

Another island of note is Uto, which has 
restaurants, beautiful trails to walk and 
opportunities to kayak, stand-up paddle board 
and cycle. Picturesque kiosks on the harbour 
each sell different wares, from fresh fish to 
clothing and sweet treats. A hike around the 
island offers the opportunity to see Sweden’s 
oldest iron mine which, although no-longer 
operational, together with the picturesque  
miners’ cottages and grand bathing house with 
its spectacular view, is worth a visit and boasts 
glamorous visitors of a bygone era, including 
Greta Garbo. 

We had sailed to Uto to seek shelter for two 
nights due to a heavy storm coming in. While  
the other boats steered there under motor power, 
the Skyfall crew decided that there was fun to  

The Stockholm  
Archipelago: Sailing  
in an Enchanting  
Wilderness Continued

be had and put up a sail. The boys agree that 
one of their highlights was that day, reaching 
10kts with just the headsail up, wind, rain and 
waves crashing over us. 

The sailing conditions were generally fresh  
with 10 to 15kts of wind on average with 
predominantly south-westerly direction.  
There were some big gusts coming through,  
with as much as 30kts of wind showing on  
the instruments. As one would expect in an 
archipelago, one of the most challenging  
aspects was navigation – not just around the 
many islands but also the many rocks which 
present danger. Many of these are well marked 
on the charts and GPS, but they creep up fast 
with depths changing quickly, and it wasn’t 
uncommon to see yellow markers denoting 
submarines scouting for rocks to add to the 
maps. 

Our final race on Skyfall was the most eventful. 
The night prior, we had learned that Skyfall was 



leading the pack with just one race to go. But the 
final race wasn’t our finest day. Heading towards 
a rocky island and ready to tack, we experienced 
an over wrap three-deep on the winch. Ryan 
worked hard to winch the wraps out with the 
spare winch, while the rest of us looked on,  
and were ready to cut the sheet if needed. After  
a lot of sweat and adrenalin, the sheet finally 
broke free and we were able to tack, but it cost 
us a lot of time. While we may not have been 
victorious – the rally winner overall was Blu, 
helmed by fellow Squadron Member Richard 
Lawson – we certainly learned from the 
experience.

And finally, the trip back to Stockholm is 
something different yet again. We left 
Saltsobaden, with its swimming baths and lazy 
vibe and travelled to downtown Stockholm via  
the Baggens Staket Canal. The canal is narrow 
and very shallow in places, with our group of 
yachts appearing foreboding to the small vessels 
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Team Assassin on 
“Ladies’ Day”. L-R top 
row – Robin Hawkins, 
Chloe Vander Vord, 
Tom Egan, Dr John 
Vandervord, Ryan 
Brook, Elle Vandervord, 
Fern Brook, Lynne 
Aspinall and finally Phil 
Cutts sitting pretty. 
Photo Team Assassin

Red houses dot 
the Stockholm 
Archipelago set 
amongst lush forests. 
Photo Team Assassin

heading towards us. The canal was charmingly 
pretty, with tall green trees and reeds on either 
side through the twists and turns and little pastel 
coloured homes sprinkled along the banks before 
entering the Stockholm harbour. The grandeur 
and scale of the buildings in Stockholm were 
such a contrast to the two weeks we had just 
spent away from the usual hustle and bustle of 
life of the Stockholm Archipelago, it almost had  
us yearning for those simple islands with no water 
or electricity, but the perfect spot for a barbecue 
which we had come to love. We are already 
talking about where our next Mariner Boating 
Holiday will take us. 

The Skyfall/Assassin Crew comprised: John, 
Robin, Elle and Chloe Vandervord, Tom Egan, Phil 
Cutts, Lynne Aspinall, Fern and Ryan Brook. 1
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For Swish, the 2016 Club Marine Brisbane to 
Keppel Tropical Yacht Race was unfinished 
business. Our previous entry in 2014 had ended 
in disappointment when, after finishing well, we 
discovered we had missed one of the marks of 
the course in Morton Bay. We declared our error 
and were penalised by the Jury, although not 
disqualified.

We were determined to avoid errors this time  
and to push Swish hard for the whole race.  
What a race it turned out to be! The 2014 race 
was mostly upwind. The weather forecast for the 
2016 race promised a wild downwind sleigh ride.

Swish is a 44ft racing yacht designed by Tim 
Kernan from Long Beach California. Built in  
2012 in the USA, she has a narrow beam of 
3.7m, a fine bow and fairly flat planing sections. 
Hull construction is e-glass and vinylester resin  
with a foam core. Displacement is moderate  
at 6,100kgs. Swish carries plenty of sail area  
on her 20m Hall Spars rig including 220m2 
asymmetric spinnakers. Over the week before 
the race start I had consulted Roger ’Clouds’ 
Badham about the conditions we might expect. 
On the morning of the race, ‘Clouds’ told us  
to expect 25 to 30kts from SSE and about  
three metre seas, easing a little as the race 
progressed. The East Australian Current rips 
down the Fraser Island coast at two to three 
knots or more, promising an ugly sea state  
as the strong SSE breeze pushed against the 
current. The race starts in Morton Bay with a 
complex series of rounding marks designed to 
avoid shallows and to keep the yachts out of  
the shipping channel. The course then takes  
the yachts past the Sunshine Coast and Fraser 
Island before turning east at Breaksea Spit 
towards the finish at Roslyn Bay.

As we headed out to the start on Friday 5 
August, it became clear that the weather forecast 
would be pretty much correct. On Morton Bay 
the breeze was gusting 25 to 28kts, whipping up 
a sharp chop in the shallow water. We hoisted 
our A4 spinnaker and crossed the start line at the 
gun. A few minutes after the start I left the wheel 
and took on the role of navigator, determined  
to lead us out of Morton Bay without another 
navigation error. With Swish exceeding 20kts, 
slick boat handling and quick tactical decisions 
were required to make an efficient exit from the 

Brisbane to Keppel  
Tropical Yacht Race

by Steven Proud

Navigating a tricky  
start. Photographer 
Andrea Francolini.

Bay. At 20kts the boat was covering a nautical 
mile every three minutes.

Thirty yachts started the race but within a short 
time only the three big boats in the race were 
ahead of us and the Rogers 46 The Goat was 
nearby. All the other yachts fell behind quite 
quickly. By late afternoon only The Goat was  
just in sight.  

We carried on with the A4 spinnaker staysail  
and full mainsail. Swish was regularly surfing  
the confused seas at 22 to 25kts. At nightfall  
we were approaching the southern end of  
Fraser Island, the seas had become steadily 
larger and more confused while the breeze 
continued at about 25kts. We knew the A4 
would become more of a handful as we could 
see dark grey clouds approaching from the  
south east, promising rain and gusty conditions.

We dropped the A4 and hoisted our FRO 
(Fractional Code Zero – a close reaching sail) and 
genoa staysail. This sail combination allowed us 
more wiggle room to steer around the seaway.  



Elliot and Lady Musgrave. The wind speed still 
averaged 25 to 28kts. Shortly after dawn we 
hoisted the A3 in place of the FRO. We were 
looking for a bit more power and speed but 
under the A3 Swish started vibrating. Too much 
power, so down came the A3 and back up went 
the FRO. Eventually the breeze shifted a little to 
the east and we put up the A4 and spinnaker 
staysail again. This sail combination stayed up  
to the finish line. We crossed the finish line at 
1251hrs on 6 August securing 2nd PHS, 2nd 
ORCi and 3rd IRC. After every yacht race there 
are ‘would have, could have, should have’ 
discussions. The course was 348NM, we sailed 
368.7NM according to the race yacht tracker. 
Because of the sail combination we had to use 
we sailed the longest distance of any mono hull 
yacht in the race. With an A6 on board we would 
have halved the excess distance. 

For all that it was an extraordinary result, in a  
44ft yacht we averaged 14.3kts speed over the 
ground for the distance actually sailed. When  
the effect of adverse current is allowed for, our 
average boat speed was almost 17kts. Sailors 
dream of races like this. None of the very 
experienced Swish crew had ever done a 350NM 
race without once falling out of the pressure. We 
sailed Swish to the max all the way and had little 
petrol in our tanks at the end. 1

Swish surfing on 
Morton Bay.  
Photographer  
Andrea Francolini.
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A FRO is designed as a reaching sail but our 
course was more downwind than the sail 
permitted. We would have liked to be steering  
to a true wind angle of about 155 degrees. The 
FRO only allowed Swish to stay on the step, 
planing at 145 degrees true wind angle. An A6 
spinnaker would have been ideal – but we didn’t 
have one.

We made good speeds though. In the passing 
rain squalls we were regularly surfing waves at 26 
to 28kts. The top speed we saw on the dial was 
31.5kts down a particularly big wave, but there 
were many occasions when the speed dribbled 
back to nearly zero as the front half of the boat 
and speedo paddlewheel were out of the water. 

At 0100hrs on Saturday morning we gybed and 
passed Breaksea Spit, marked by a light on a 
pole set in the water north of Fraser Island. We 
had completed 200NMs of the course – 150NMs 
left to go.

The seas quietened down a bit as we were 
sheltered by Great Barrier Reef Islands Lady  
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The Airlie crew.

Pete (Lowndes) and I have owned Wine-Dark Sea 
for six years and bought her with the intention of 
eventually cruising full time, once we had saved 
enough and were still young enough to make the 
most of it. This year we decided to test ourselves 
and the boat to see if we were all ready for long 
term, long distance cruising. We decided to head 
north for winter, taking in Airlie Beach Race Week 
and Magnetic Island Race Week. There is also 
some great cruising between these destinations.  
I was able to take some long service leave from 
work, and as Pete is self-employed, he was able 
to manage work around the trip. So we allowed 
two months to get up and back, leaving Sydney 
on the same day as the offshore race to Southport.

We had two crew to assist with the trip to Airlie, 
Neil ’Choppa’ Lowndes and Sarah ’Snowy’ 
Lawton, as this was to be a somewhat brisk 
voyage, having just 11 days to sail 1,000NM.  
The first big lesson we learned is that I should not 

The Shake Down

by Sarah Goddard-Jones

leave work on Friday to commence a thousand 
mile sail on the Saturday! I spent the whole trip  
to Airlie exhausted and mostly too tired to sleep. 
With a three metre draught, and Coffs Harbour 
still closed, once past Port Stephens we had  
to commit to the 300NM trip to Southport.  
Our intention to sail around Fraser Island from 
Southport was scotched by the weather, which 
forced us into Mooloolaba for two nights (three  
if you count the night at anchor waiting for the 
tide to get us into the river) and also made our 
passage around Fraser Island particularly hard.

Once around Fraser, however, you are in a 
different world! Our first stop in an anchorage was 
at Pancake Creek under Bustard Head, where we 
stopped out of necessity to allow me a full night’s 
sleep. This was heaven, we had a lovely dinner,  
a glass of wine and a blessed night’s sleep! From 
here, as we entered the tropics, everything 
improved, including my sleep. We made it to 



Above: Horseshoe 
Bay, Magnetic Island 

Left: Exploring the 
Forts Walk, Magnetic 
Island

Below: The ‘Maggie’ 
crew.

Hamilton Island in time for ‘Choppa’ to catch his 
flight home and to Airlie Beach the day before 
registration, so enough time to unpack the boat, 
greet race crew and prepare for racing.

Airlie Race Week was great fun but very tough.  
It blew over 20 kts every day, most of our races 
were around 30NM, usually finishing on a long 
upwind leg. Whilst the first three days were 
glorious with sunshine and breeze, from lay day 
on it blew over 25 kts and rained a lot. We raced 
hard and managed to score a third in Cruising 
Division One which was gratifying considering  
we now have a permanent solar Bimini on board, 
plus we had our two cats with us!

From Airlie, Pete and I sailed Wine-Dark Sea 
north into new waters for us. Once around 
Gloucester Island you leave the Whitsundays,  
so we were reliant on our research and our pilot 
books. We found some great spots and some  
not so great, learned heaps about weather and 
tides in this part of the world, and realised that 
even when the outer Great Barrier Reef looks 
accessible on the chart, it probably isn’t! This  
part of our trip was completed when we dropped 
anchor in Horseshoe Bay, Magnetic Island, the 
ideal anchorage in the persistent sou’east trades.

We fell in love with Magnetic Island at Horseshoe 
Bay, but every moment of our time there was 
special. We loved the whole place: the compact 
Marina at Nelly Bay where everything is to hand, 
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fly home, Pete, the cats and I continued on, day 
sailing from Mackay to Curlew Island, then Hunter 
Island, then Port Clinton. Despite the dugongs at 
Port Clinton, the midges made it a miserable stop 
and we were pleased to get to Rosslyn Bay Marina 
for a fuel stop. As the weather looked settled from 
here, we decided to do an overnight sail out to 
Fitzroy Reef in the Bunker Group to spend my 
birthday there. It was a beautiful day and one  
of the best birthdays I have had, despite having 
to leave in the afternoon to sail overnight to 
Bundaberg to get Pete on a flight home for a work 
meeting. From Bundaberg we sailed to the Gold 
Coast, left the boat there due to weather and then 
sailed back from the Gold Coast two weeks later. 

We have learned so much – about ourselves, 
about our boat, about crew and about sailing  
with cats. We are ready to go full time cruising, 
but we have a few jobs to do first! 1

The Shake Down  
continued

the Forts Walk where koalas are spotted amongst 
WWII gun emplacements, and the fabulous 
panoramic vistas over the island and Cleveland 
Bay. Magnetic Island Race Week provided the 
most fun and good sailing I can ever remember 
having at a regatta. The organisation and facilities 
were spot-on, all competitors were there to have 
fun as well as race, and there was some great, 
close racing, especially in our division. 

Due to our solid performance at Airlie Beach 
Race Week, the race committee rejected our 
claim to be a cruising boat and forced us to have 
a Performance rating. Having had a couple of 
podiums during the week but retired from the last 
race after breaking our jib halyard, we thought  
we had lost our chance, yet to our surprise and 
delight, we ended up second in division! The 
Wine-Dark Sea crew partied harder that night 
than any of the preceding nights, and that’s 
saying a lot.

It was very hard to pull ourselves away from dear 
‘Maggie’, but we needed to start heading south. 
We waited a day or two for the trades to ease 
and set off back towards the Whitsundays,  
with crew Sophie Hardcastle, a young author 
researching her next novel, and her mum Lindy, 
who joined us at Hamilton Island. We were able 
to explore some islands in the Southern part  
of the Whitsundays we hadn’t been to before, 
including Thomas Island, Scawfell, Keswick and 
St Bees. After dropping our crew at Mackay to  

Top: The Tuna!

Right: Approaching 
Scawfell Island

Below: Enjoying a 
sunset on Wine-Dark 
Sea.
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Youth World Championship
30 July-7 August, Kiel, Germany 

By Henry Davison

Sixteen keen sailors boarded planes to compete 
in the Laser 4.7 Youth World Championship. The 
youngest was 12 and the oldest 16. We were  
all very proud to be sailing for Australia and it 
was the largest group to attend this event. The 
Association was thrilled to see so many aspiring 
sailors.

After two days of settling in we got our new 
charter boats; we rigged them and then had our 
first training session. Training before the event 
was invaluable as the conditions were different  
to what we had been used to. By the end of  
the fourth day of training, Ireland, Great Britain, 
Norway, Russia, Belgium and Poland were 
training with us. It was a real eye-opener seeing 
how they sailed.

The opening ceremony was loads of fun. Not 
everyone turned up but we all did! We were also 
the only multinational table as everyone seemed 

Above: Youth Team 
standing below the 
Olympic Torch.

Left: Henry Davison.

very keen to sit with us. There was a steel drum 
band, whistles, flags and heaps of fun. Definitely 
something I will always remember.

On the first day of racing 400+ boats left the 
harbour; it was very impressive. We were placed 
into groups of 60 and did four days of qualifiers 
and two days of finals. Sailing in the Baltic was 
great fun, every day we saw tankers, massive 
cruise ships and amazing tall ships, as well as 
many cruising yachts.
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It was my first time at an overseas regatta and  
so my final place was quite low. I didn’t mind 
though as you need to start somewhere and  
it is now my goal to close the gap! Racing was 
tight, aggressive and fast, with shifty conditions, 
choppy sea and winds averaging 15-20 kts. 
Before this, I had not experienced so many boats 
rounding a mark, at speed, with perfect control 
and a determination to be the one to get the best 
spot. Buoy rounding was definitely a noisy affair! 
It was great to learn from these sailors and be in 
the thick of it. 

I learned so much at this event; I now know  
what to improve in order to continue my journey 
in competitive racing, and I am already working 
hard on these for upcoming regattas in Australia. 
The coaches say it’s the experience and 
knowledge you bring back that is important. If 
any Youth sailors are considering sailing at a high 
level, I think it’s really important to go overseas  
to compete. There are relatively few of us here 
and our only real opportunity to race against 
each other at this level is at just a few regattas, 
usually with people you know.

I also enjoyed learning about Germany. We 
stayed at the Olympic Centre used for the 1971 
Munich Olympics – the torch is still there. It was 
so interesting to meet kids from other countries, 
and thanks to Facebook, I keep in touch with 
some of them. I started to talk a little German  
but can’t say I really ate much German food 
apart from Schnitzel!  

Laser Regattas

By Oskar Hansen

Laser Radial Youth World Championship,  
23-30 July

In July the best Youth Laser sailors in the world 
headed to Dun Laoghaire, Ireland for the Laser 
Radial Youth World Championship. With more 
than 350 boats from 48 nations, racing was 
bound to be interesting. 

Prior to the regatta, most big sailing nations like 
Britain, USA, New Zealand, The Netherlands and 
Australia arrived early to prepare for the event. 
The week leading up to the regatta was full of 
hard training with most national teams spending 
countless hours sailing. 

Australia was well represented, with more  
than 10 sailors and two coaches. Australia  
even produced the World Champion Youth  

Girl, Zoe Thomson, who sailed to victory in 
tremendous style.

On the eve of the regatta, the opening ceremony 
of the KBC Laser Radial Youth and Open World 
Championship commenced. Teams walked 
through the streets of Dun Laoghaire following 
the lead of a traditional Irish orchestra. The city’s 
streets were closed, and the locals came out to 
enjoy the enthralling music of African drumming, 
followed by the local Mayor addressing the 
competitors. 

The opening ceremony was only the curtain 
raiser to the ‘main event’ in which Australian 
sailor Zoe Thomson was crowned the Laser 
Radial Girl Youth World Champion and American 
Henry Marshall crowned male winner.

Following a long week of racing in obscure and 
challenging conditions, many sailors were happy 
to return home to more comfortable conditions. 
Most days were characterised by 60 degree wind 
shifts or cloud-driven shifts, and some days were 
spent on the water waiting for wind. 

Apart from those who came away with a Laser 
Cube, all competitors gained something in  
both their sailing and understanding of diverse 
cultures. After the fierce on-water competition, 
the camaraderie off the water was infectious. 

NSW Youth Championship, 1-3 October

More than 14 Squadron sailors set sail on Botany 
Bay for the annual New South Wales Youth 
Championship hosted by Georges River Sailing 
Club. After a long winter of training and a training 
camp the previous week, RSYS sailors looked 
forward to testing their skills against some of the 
best Youth sailors in the country. In the Laser 
Radial Fleet, the standard was very high with 
both interstate and international sailors, including 
Youth World Champion and Rio Olympian, Mari 
Erdi. The 4.7 fleet saw a record breaking 38 
boats compete and the Optimist fleet was strong 
as always.

On the first day, racing was cancelled due to 
winds exceeding 35 kts and Principal Race 
Officer Andrew McLachlan said that ‘the wave 
conditions out there were more like Port Philip 
Bay in Victoria,‘ meaning it was too unsafe for 
Youth sailors.

The second day was slow to get going with 
some fleets waiting three hours before a thermal 
enhanced breeze reached Botany Bay. Once  
the breeze was in though, quality racing took 

Youth News
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place, with the Laser Radial Fleet completing  
a total of four races and the 4.7s completing  
five. The Optimists did not have to wait and the 
Intermediate Fleet completed three races and  
the Open completed four.

The penultimate day of racing was exciting for  
all participants with strong winds forecast from 
the West. 

Going into the final race of the regatta I was tied 
2nd with Samuel King from Tasmania, closely 
followed by Mari Erdi just one point behind me. 
With a great breeze it was survival conditions for 
some but my main focus was just to get off the 
line cleanly and capitalise on my speed. The fleet 
really spread out quickly and I had a great battle 
with both Finn Alexander and Mari. Going into 
the final upwind leg I was second but a mistake 
near the top cost me the lead to Mari and 
ultimately meant we tied and I was given 3rd  
on countback. 

After spending countless hours training at the 
Club, personally it was great to get a podium 
finish but more importantly it was nice to get  
a better understanding of my strengths and 
weaknesses leading into the Nationals in 
December. As a Squaddie team I think we 
performed extremely well which is testimony to 
the great support we have been given through 
the extensive coaching programme offered at  
our Club.

Port Philip Championship, 8-9 October

Following a week of training and a bit of recovery 
post the NSW Youth Championship, I headed 
down to the Mornington Peninsula in Victoria to 
test my skills against the Victorian Laser Fleet.

The Port Philip Championship was hosted by 
Sorrento Sailing Couta Boat Club and was the 

first Victorian Laser event for the 2016/17 sailing 
season. The first day of racing saw variable 
winds ranging from 5-15 kts and irregular wind 
patterns, making for super tricky racing. Given 
both the Radial and Standard Rig fleet were 
mixed on the start line, it made it even more 
crucial to fight for space on the line and be  
able to capitalise on the first shift. Much like a 
westerly on Sydney Harbour, boat speed was 
less of a factor compared to overall race  
strategy. The combination of the wind and 
incoming tide made it challenging to maintain  
the lead throughout the shorter races. After 
seven races, I secured the lead with a score of 
nine points, while Victorians Jack Graves and 
Rhett Gowen fought hard for the podium.  

On the last day of racing winds exceeded 45 kts 
and racing was abandoned very early, with a 
severe weather warning forecast later in the day. 
The race committee made the right decision  
not to send sailors out on the water, as within a 
couple of hours, Melbourne Airport was closed 
due to winds exceeding 55 kts!

This event was definitely a great learning 
opportunity for me to gain an understanding  
of the strengths and weaknesses of the  
Victorian Laser fleet as well as gaining vital race 
experience prior to racing in Adelaide later in  
the year. 

For any Squadron Member who would like to 
dust off the cobwebs from their previous sailing 
experience or for Members exhausted by the 
endless maintenance of large boats, our Club 
offers professional level picture-perfect Laser 
racing monthly on a Sunday. The Squadron Laser 
storage, rigging and launching facilities are also 
commendable for both teenagers and adults. 1

Maddie O’Shae in 
action at the NSW 
Youth Championship.

Photography Robin 
Evans.
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Crackerjack 
Best Dressed  

Boat    

Rapunzel  
Best Dressed  

Overall   

Opening Day Celebrations 
11 September 2016
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Mercier 
Popular  
choice

Genovefa 
Best Dressed  

Crew

Opening Day Celebrations 
11 September 2016

Photography: John Jeremy, 
Rene Chapman, Isabel 
Wartho.



24 Classic Car Show

The inaugural 
Members’ Car Show  
on 18 September was 
well attended and 
greatly appreciated, 
prompting many  
lively anecdotes and 
conversations between 
Members and their 
guests.

Top: Michael Lindsay 
and his 1939 Vauxhall 
Wyvern Caleche. 

Centre left: John 
Maclurcan and his 
Vauxhall VX490.

Centre right: David 
Davis’ 1922 Rolls 
Royce won the 
‘Popular Choice’ 
award.  

Below left: A pair of 
distinguished Bristols, 
the red one belonged 
to Donald and Charles 
Maclurcan.

Below right: A MG 
Magnet (super 
charged) and a  
Daimler SP250.
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Johnston, Peter J R Love W A Hutchinson
Allaway, Patrick P L Barnes R C Corbett
Currie, Sinclair H C Cameron A J Clarke
Andrews, Kelvin Commodore J R Dunstan P M Morris
Shen, Dennis I F Hutchinson S T Cheong
Donnelley (Dr) Mark D A Bollinger H W Torode
Elkojje, Wally D J Watson Commodore M P Levy
Bashford, Guy H P Jarrett E Todres
Garner, Stephen  R Littlewood L R Anderson
Mottek, Paul N R Hogg D R Friedman

COUNTRY:
Grundy, Terence  A D Pfeiffer P McCallum

ABSENTEE:
Spencer, Howard D W Chapman P Bourke

INTERMEdIATE:
Ladd, Sara K D Gojnich R McCance
Duncan, Campbell S Pollard B Barzach
Bloom, Hamilton K D Gojnich B D Gould

YOUTH:
Collyer, Hugo P J Davison S I Hunt
Louis, Mark P J Davison K A Davison
Littlechild, Jack P J Davison K A Davison
Stannage, Sylvie M S Whitnall S I Hunt
Andrews, Sean  Commodore J R Dunstan P M Morris
Andrews, Marc Commodore J R Dunstan P M Morris

AFFILIATE:
Rowe, Marilyn W Walter I K Smith
Andrews, Evy Commodore J R Dunstan P M Morris
Johnston, Martha J R Love W A Hutchinson
Elkojje, Sal D J Watson Commodore M P Levy

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased Members 
listed below:

Fisk MBE OAM,  
Allen Bruce;  
Solomons,  
William Robert;  
Buckley, Frank John; 
Jones AM,  
Peter Douglas;  
Krtschil, Hartmut; 
Gowing, Susan;  
Gregory, Julian Maxwell; 
Strang AO, John Francis; 
Love, Jeffery Nigel;  
Tait, Eric Charles.
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Club Life,  
it’s Lively!
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Above: The Speakers 
Committee arranged 
the ‘Technology Talks’ 
series in October. 
Computer expert 
Bevan Ting demystified 
the jargon and showed 
Members how to get 
better use from their 
devices.

Right: Book Club 
discussing Rosetta  
by Alexandra Joel.

The Squadron 
transformed into the 
Casino Royale for the 
annual Commodore’s 
Ball on 27 August.

“Darling, I put the 
yacht on red!” 



RSYS Activities  
December to February
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December
7 Christmas Dining In Night, Carabella Room
8-11 Extreme Sailing Series Act 8 – Sydney
9 Friday Twilight Series, Rooftop Bar
10 Spring Series SIS, Kirribilli Finish, Mini A 
13 Tuesday Twilight Series
14 Cruising Division Christmas Party
15-18 Sail Sydney Regatta
16 Friday Twilight Series, Rooftop Bar
17 Spring Racing
17 Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
18 Children’s Christmas Party, Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
21 Monthly Wine Tasting, CCA
25 Christmas Day – Clubhouse Closed
26 Sydney to Hobart, Ferries & Lunch
31 New Year’s Eve, Dinner, CCA

January
2-8 Dragon Prince Phillip Cup
13 Friday Twilight Series, Rooftop Bar
14 Summer Series, Mini B
14 Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
15 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
17-22 Youth Camp
20 Friday Twilight Series, Rooftop Bar
21 Summer Series, Kirribilli finish, Mini A, 
25 Cruising Division Presentation
26 Australia Day Regatta, Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
27 Friday Twilight Series, Rooftop Bar
28 Summer Series, Mini B
29 Sunday Series
29 Sunday Jazz, CCA
31 Etchells Milson Silver Goblets

February
1-4 Etchells Milson Silver Goblets
3 Friday Twilight Series, Rooftop Bar
4 Summer Series/SIS, Mini A
5-9 Hardy Cup
7 Tuesday Twilight Series
10 Friday Twilight Series, Rooftop Bar
11 Summer Series, Milson Memorial Cup
11 Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
12 Sunday Series
14 Tuesday Twilight Series
15 Monthly Wine Tasting, CCA
17 Friday Twilight Series
18 Summer Series/SIS, Kirribilli Finish, Mini A
19 Grand Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
21 Tuesday Twilight Series
22 Cruising Division Presentation
24 Friday Twilight Series
25 Summer Series, Mini B
26 Sunday Jazz, CCA
26 Sunday Series
28 Tuesday Twilight Series

Please note the above may be subject to change. Please refer to the 
e-newsletters for latest information.

There’s so much happening at the Squadron! 
Events are publicised in the weekly OnBoard 
e-newsletter and the monthly print edition.

Please ensure the Club has your current 
contact details.

Below: Russell McLean displayed a waistcoat 
worn by Captain James Cook. Ownership  
was verified thanks to the embroidery which 
records the native flora observed by Cook  
and Banks when they landed in 1770 at what  
is now Cooktown, QLD.

Above: Gordon Ingate was invested with the 
OAM at Government House on 7 September. 
Over lunch in the CCA afterwards, he bumped 
in to his dear friend Noreen Halvorsen, and 
they enjoyed a good catch up.



Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2016-17
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Item Price

RSYS branded Zhik sailing gear 

Mens/Ladies Cotton Polo  $85

Long Sleeve Mens/Ladies Dry Polo  $93.50

Hoodie  $126

Fleece Vest  $175

Mens/Ladies Kiama Jacket  $260

Mens/Ladies Technical Short  $155

Sailing Visor $26.50

PFD $140

Sailing Gloves $17

Other items

V-Neck Jumper  $132

Submariner Jumper $176

Rugby Jersey  $71.50

Baseball Cap $29

Beanie $20

Brimmed Hat $30

Sunglass Strap $16.50

Sailing Bag $138

D-Loop Belt $73.50

Cufflinks $27.50

Club Silk Tie (Members only) $79.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Lapel Pin $5.50

Playing Cards $38.50

Squadron History Book Volume 2  $13.50

Burgees in various sizes  $30-83

Car/Boat stickers  $3

Squadron Buttons  $6.40-7.75

Members receive a 10% discount 
Prices include GST

All items are available from the RSYS Retail 
Store in the Sailing Office reception area.  
A limited range is also available from the Fort 
Denison Cellar.

December
Thursday 1 Rubber – Christmas Buffet  
  Luncheon
Monday 5 Mixed Bridge – Supervised –  
  FINAL for 2016
Thursday  15 Duplicate – FINAL for 2016

February
Thursday 2 Rubber – 1st for 2017
Monday 6 Mixed Bridge – Supervised –  
  1st for 2017
Thursday 9 Duplicate
Monday 13 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 16 Rubber
Monday 20 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 23 Duplicate
Monday 27 Mixed Bridge

March
Thursday 2 Rubber
Monday 6 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 9 Duplicate
Monday 13 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 16 Rubber
Monday 20 Mixed Bridge – Supervised
Thursday 23 Duplicate
Monday 27 Mixed Bridge
Thursday  30 Teams

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 14 December
Wednesday 8  February
Wednesday 8 March

$60 per person 

Notes on Card Dates:
1. Helen Huggins 9439 7394.

2. First & Third Thursday – Price $30 includes 
sandwich luncheon.
On the First Thursday in June 2017 a Hot Dish  
will be served in place of the sandwich luncheon.
Price $45.
The Annual Meeting will be held on 1st June  
2017 in the Kirribilli Room. 

3. Second & Fourth Thursdays – Price $30  
includes sandwich luncheon.

4. Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday after-
noons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings should be 
made by Friday of the preceding week and where 
possible in pairs to facilitate play. All welcome.

5. Members wishing to make permanent bookings  
for 2017 are requested to complete the special form  
for this purpose, available from the reception desk.



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.

Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 

Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171.

A la carte Dining
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.

Squadron Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month for Dinner from 6.30pm and the 3rd 
Sunday for Lunch from 12.30pm.

Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  

The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 8am until 4pm.

For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 

Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  

Neutral Bay Verandah
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of a Member, are welcome 
during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.

This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.

It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.

Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.

All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 

Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars. Please advise any  
staff member if you are made aware of any 
breach of this regulation. 

SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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Wine-Dark Sea at Middle Island




