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1From the  
Commodore 

The 2015-16 summer sailing season has come 
to a close, and I would like to congratulate all 
placegetters in the season point scores. This 
season saw 102 entries across 7 divisions, with 
some point score winners being determined on 
the final race. The Tuesday Ladies Twilight series 
finished on a high with our sponsor, Paspaley, 
providing pearl earrings to the major place 
getters. The Friday Twilight series saw record 
entries participating to enable them to compete 
in the draw for the IWC Schaffhausen Portugieser 
watch provided by IWC and J Farren-Price. 
Congratulations to Brian McKean, Well Inclined, 
who won this great prize.

Our season ended on a high note when RSYS 
Flag Officers competed against RNZYS to win 
the Trans Tasman Challenge.

The summer sailing season may be over,  
but the winter season is well under way, with 
approximately 90 yachts entered in the new 

Combined Clubs series with RANSA and SASC. 
Yachts that have shared the harbour for years  
will now be able to compete together. 

During the winter, the Squadron is open for 
business as usual, and there are plenty of 
reasons to visit your Club: the new winter  
menus in the Carabella Room and Careening 
Cove Anchorage and exciting new events for 
Members and their guests to enjoy such as Wine 
Masterclasses, themed dinners, Opera high teas 
and the new Book Club. The Commodore’s Ball 
will be held on Saturday 27 August – it’s a great 
night and the perfect opportunity to celebrate  
the end of winter and welcome in the start of  
the summer sailing season. 

I look forward to seeing you at our Club over  
the coming season, do feel free to say hello,  
and of course, please make the Squadron your 
destination of choice. 1 

Commodore Richard 
Chapman holding  
the Trans Tasman  
Cup with RNZYS 
Commodore Andy 
Anderson.

Photograph Rene 
Chapman.



The Rolex Farr 40 World Championship was 
hosted by RSYS on 16-19 February and it was an 
honour and a credit to the Australian fleet to have 
this prestigious event held in Sydney for the third 
time since 2005. 

Twelve boats from the Australian and International 
Class sailed 11 races over four days on Sydney 
Harbour and offshore on the Manly and Macquarie 
Circles to battle it out for the iconic Rolex trophy 
and the highly valued prize, the Rolex watch.   

Congratulations to US team Plenty and New York 
Skipper Alex Roepers who consistently held the 
lead throughout the regatta, consolidating on the 
final day of racing to be crowned 2016 Rolex Farr 
40 World Champion.

Six-time Australian National Champion and 2011 
Rolex World Champion Guido Belgiorno-Nettis 
and the Transfusion crew gave Plenty an epic run 
for their money, and there were just two points 
separating the class rivals going into the last race 
of the championship. Transfusion were placed 
second overall, ahead of German team Struntje 
Light in third.  

Farr 40 Class enthusiast Jeff Carter and the 
MHYC based Edake crew achieved what they set 
out to do over five years ago and took home the 
Corinthian Trophy. In sixth place overall and just 

two points behind Lang Walker’s Kokomo, the 
Corinthian team did us proud and were ecstatic 
with the result. 

On behalf of Farr 40 Australia, many thanks to the 
endless generosity and support of Commodore 
Chapman and the charming Rowena for their 
hospitality entertaining international guests, 
spectators, family members of competitors and 
for looking after the Australian Class Administrator 
for a really fun few days aboard NAND V. 1

2 2016 Rolex 
Farr 40 World  
Championship

by Jennie Hughes

Right: Photographer 
Andrea Francolini.
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Far left: Transfusion 
2nd place.

Left: Kokomo 5th 
place.

Photos: Nic Douglass –  
www Adventuresofa 
SailorGirl.com.

Above: Estate Master 
7th place.

Photo: Nic Douglass –  
www Adventuresofa 
SailorGirl.com.

Results

Place Boat Owner

1 Plenty  Alex Roepers 

2 Transfusion* Guido Belgiorno-Nettis

3 Struntje Light Wolfgang Schaefer

4 Flash Gordon Helmut and Evan Jahn

5 Kokomo* Lang Walker

6 Edake Jeff Carter

7 Estate Master* Martin Hill

8 Kindergarten Rod Jones

9 Forty* Stephen Barlow

10 Double Black Rob Pitts

11 Zen* Gordon Ketelbey

12 Exile* Rob Reynolds

* RSYS boat
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Fiona Madsen with 
the crew of Genovefa 
and their prized 
Paspaley Pearls.

The Ladies’ Twilight Series is pure exhilaration! 
This season has been the very best experience 
for me, a reasonably new sailor, who discovered 
the fun of sailing via the Ladies Of The Sea 
(LOTS) programme just five years ago. After 
graduating, I aspired to owning my own Yngling 
and Yertle became mine. I then participated in the 
Yngling World Championships in 2012. In 2013 I 
bought a slightly larger yacht, Genovefa, a Hanse 
345 and the first to be brought to Sydney, and 
entered her in the Ladies Tuesday Twilight Series. 
This seemed like the big time indeed! Our very 
generous sponsor Paspaley Pearls backed the 
series this year, creating a palpable frisson of 
competitiveness amongst Lady entrants.

The weather on most Tuesdays showed Sydney 
Harbour at its absolute best, with frequent 
glorious sunsets. There’s no better way to soothe 
away the tensions of our busy daytime lives.  
My all-lady crew comprised experienced hands 
as well as recent LOTS graduates whom Karyn 
Gojnich had introduced to experience sailing 
larger yachts and race conditions. 

(It’s noteworthy that over 20 LOTS graduates 
were involved with Tuesday Twilight sailing this 
season, 17 of the 20 boats in the Ladies non-
spinnaker division had LOTS graduates on 
board.) We excitedly turned up to every Tuesday 

Paspaley Tuesday 
Twilight Season

by Genevieve Slattery

we could, enjoying each other’s company, the 
thrill of the chase and sometimes the thrill of 
being chased! I admired those who managed  
to conquer the course with a number of wins.

There was the odd mishap on board requiring 
running repairs during the race, adding to the 
drama. There’s so much to know and so many 
variables. I often wondered why some yachts 
were sailing on tacks so different to mine. I 
frequently asked myself: Should I stay in the 
channel? Should I make a run for it before that 
Manly ferry closes in? What about the cruise ship 
anchored near the Zoo, is it blocking our wind,  
or how about the other ship leaving Circular Quay 
with Pilot Boat ahead flashing warning lights? 
What about other fleets racing from other clubs…
do I cross their path or do I yield? What is the  
tide doing? Where is the wind coming from? 
Which competitor is blocking my wind? The 
seasoned sailor no doubt knows the answers  
to these questions…

Back in the Pond with sails packed away and 
lines stowed, we girls enjoyed the post-race 
banter on board followed by a meal and the 
weekly presentation in the careening Cove.  
What better way to spend a Tuesday evening? 

The 2016/17 Tuesday Series commences 8 
November. 1



Paspaley Twilight  
Prize Giving 

by Karyn Gojnich and  
Debbie Davidson

From top: The Ladies 
non spinnaker division 
winners, Gaia.

Mini Series point 
score winners Enigma.

2nd place in the Mini 
series pointscore, 
CoCo.

2nd place in the 
Ladies non spinnaker 
division, Jackie Clare.

Ladies spinnaker 
division and Mini 
series pointscore 
winners Miss Pibb.

We are very grateful to Paspaley for their generous 
sponsorship of the Tuesday Ladies Twilight Series. 
It generated great interest both amongst Club 
competitors and with those who heard about it 
outside the Club. When the sponsorship was 
announced, the competitiveness of the fleet 
increased dramatically! 

At the end of the series on 8 March we had our 
final race followed by the series presentation. 
Paspaley provided eight pairs of Australian South 
Sea pearl earrings to the pointscore leaders and 
the high participation lucky draw winners, as well 
as pearl meat canapés and a glass of sparkling 
wine from the family winery Bunnamagoo. 1
Ladies non spinnaker division 
1 Gaia (Kristina Jupp) 53 points
2 Jackie Clare (Debbie Davidson and  
  Rene Chapman) 57 points
3 Co Co (Melissa Taylor & Kate  
  McCann) 58 points

Mini series pointscore 
1 Enigma (Anna Connery) 10 points
2 Co Co (Melissa Taylor & Kate  
  McCann) 16 points
3 Saoirse (Maria Houlihan) 18 points

Ladies spinnaker division
1 Miss Pibb (Alana Bracken) 16 points  
  (on count back)
2 Elliott 4 (Marguerite King) 16 points
3 Yertle (Jan Newland) 19 points

Mini series pointscore 
1 Miss Pibb (Alana Bracken) 6 points
2 Yertle (Jan Newland) 7 points
3 Elliott 4 (Marguerite King) 8 points

Open division
1 Impetuous Too  (Graeme Lambert) 29 points
2 Can Can (Roman & Trish Tarnawsky)  
  36 points
3 As You Do (Ross Littlewood) 57 points

5
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Top: Ruth and Trent 
Goldsack with one  
of Wine-Dark Sea’s 
cute cats, Noodle.

Right: Easter lunch 
at Pilu.

The Cruising Division goes from strength to 
strength and we have enjoyed a busy quarter. 

On Wednesday 23 February, we attended  
an anchoring forum hosted by experienced 
anchoring sailors, David Salt and James 
Merrington with Peter Lowndes assisting. The 
evening was well attended with 60+ Members 
interested in looking at equipment, watching  
the engaging videos and hearing stories direct 
from anchoring antics. Recommendations on 
chain size, length and weight, anchor types  
and weight, how to anchor for swing, fore  
and aft and how to raft up, all triggered good 
conversation around the room. 

David and Sarah Salt generously shared their 
extraordinary South American adventure on 
Wednesday 21 March. We were regaled with 
fabulous photos, fascinating charts and thrilling 
narrative covering the Atacama Desert, the 
Andes, Argentinian frontier towns, amazing  
bird life and wildlife, cascading glaciers and the 
majesty of Cape Horn itself. Not a single person 
left the event not wishing to follow in their path!

The Easter warm up for the annual Squadron 
Cruise departed Sydney on Good Friday. 
Participants were Wine-Dark Sea, Limelight  

Cruising  
Division

by Sarah Goddard-Jones

and Anitra V. On Saturday, Anitra V joined 
Limelight to raft up in Yeomans but missed out 
on Castle Lagoon waterfall drinks on the new 
WDS inflatable lounge. However Philip did drop 
in just before dinner to say Hi! On Sunday the 
three yachts motored round to Mushroom Bay, 
dropped anchor and headed into Akuna Bay 
Marina for lunch at the new Pilu. We were met 
there by Sharron and Graeme (Vibe) and we 
enjoyed a delightful long lunch. On Monday  
we had a gentle sail back to Sydney with fine, 
warm weather. 1



On 19 March, 168 Intermediate Members and 
their guests dolled themselves up to attend  
the much anticipated annual Intermediates Ball.  
The evening was warm and the breeze was light, 
a perfect combination to enjoy pre-dinner drinks 
and casual tunes on the RSYS terrace.

Members and guests were welcomed to the 
dining room where they were wowed  with 
beautifully dressed tables full of fresh flowers  
and tea light candles.

Committee co-chairs Millie Brown and Stu 
Pollard welcomed everyone and highlighted the 
many achievements of Intermediate Members 
and the success of the various Intermediate led 
events around the Club during the 2015-16 
sailing season. 

Guests were delighted by a delicious menu 
prepared by Chef and his team, following which 
the lights were dimmed, and Jess Pollard and 
her extremely talented band got into full swing, 
ensuring the dancing continued late into the night. 

One of the most pleasing aspects of the Ball  
this year was to see such a broad mix of ages 
attending, including many new and familiar faces 
across both Intermediate A and B membership. 

The evening would not have been possible 
without the support and help of a number of 
people. Many thanks to all the Squadron staff for 
ensuring the night ran incredibly smoothly. We 
would also like to thank the General Committee 
for their continued support for this event. Finally,  
a very big thank you to the Intermediates 
Committee: Ben Barzach, Simon Wubben, Jono 
Carroll, Simon Clarke, Anousha Fluck and Angus 
Olding, who spent hours organising the Ball and 
made the night the huge success that it was. 

Thank you also to the Intermediate Members  
and their guests for supporting our Club and 
Intermediate Committee over the last year –  
we can’t wait until next year! 1

The 2016  
Intermediates’ Ball

by Millie Brown

7

Bob Oatley on  
Wild Oats.
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Bridge Day, Tuesday 15 March
The annual Bridge Day has grown in popularity 
since it moved to Tuesday and relocated to the 
Carabella Room. Nearly 120 ladies (and one 
gentleman) played on the day for approximately 
five hours, including lunch. Those who attended 
commended Sandy Lawson, Lynette Harrison, 
Joan Connery and Anna Connery for organising 
an enjoyable day.

The giant raffle was generously sponsored by 
Lloyd Clark and his Lenna Hotel in Hobart. This 
outstanding support included three days stay  
in Hobart, together with tickets and return ferry 
rides to MONA. The Bridge players supported 
the raffle most generously, as did the ’Thursday’ 
Bridge ladies later that week.

Regatta, Thursday 17 March
The third Thursday in March dawned wet  
and miserable. Up until 0900 hrs it looked as 
though Max Connery’s magic touch had finally 
evaporated. But no, oh Ye of little faith, by the 
time we reached the Club at 1130 hrs, the rain 
had stopped… but so had the wind!

By the briefing time at 1300 hrs we were facing  
a ‘glass out’, but as invariably happens, by the 
1400 hrs start time, the Nor’easter was in at 
about 7 to 8 kts and continued throughout a 
beautiful sunny afternoon.  

On reaching the third rounding mark (Shark 
Island) the fleets had become fairly strung out in 
the light breeze, and our PRO (Principal Race 
Officer) Rob Ridley agreed to shorten the course 
at the Naval No. 2 mark, enabling the fleet to sail 
directly to the finishing line set adjacent to the 

Club. Most of the fleet had completed the course 
by 1600 hrs.

It turned out to be a perfect afternoon for a 
gentle sail; all the sponsors, both corporate and 
individual, commented how they had enjoyed the 
contest on our unique Sydney Harbour. By 1630 
hrs most crews had gathered in the Careening 
Cove Anchorage for an enjoyable post-sail get 
together. There was an infectious spirit amongst 
all crews who were most generous in their 
participation in the giant raffle and a spontaneous 
auction, conducted by the regatta’s very loyal 
supporter and auctioneer Glen Madsen. Glen has 
raised many thousands of dollars for Stepping 
Stone House over the years with his exuberance 
and skilled delivery.

The Regatta was once again supported by 21 
yachts owned by RSYS Members who continue 
to volunteer their very special assets year after 
year. These included our two Hobart heroes:  
Syd Fisher presented the Stepping Stone House 
trophy to Paul Clitheroe. The owners’ generosity 
provides a great opportunity for many sponsors 

Stepping Stone House 
Annual Bridge Day  
and Regatta 

by Richard Lawson

Below: Division 1 
winner Estate Master 
in a tussle with Forty.

Photography John 
Jeremy. 

Right from the left: 
John and Robbie 
Hancox, Sarah and 
David Salt, Fran and 
Rob Hardy, Richard 
(not pictured) and 
Sandy Lawson.



to be entertained on this March afternoon  
each year. The camaraderie which this regatta 
engenders is a very pleasant way to raise funds 
for the unique organisation which Stepping Stone 
House has become.

Through the efforts and generosity of more than 
340 people over both days and the ongoing 
support from the Squadron, Members and  
staff, significant funds are raised to assist the 
organisation which continues to help troubled 
young people who cannot live with their families. 
Stepping Stone House helps them to develop  
the skills they need to handle the realities of their 
future lives. 

The overall result over the two days saw a 16% 
increase in revenue from all the participants. 1
Regatta Results

Division 1  
1 Estate Master  2   Allegro  3   Hell Razer

Division 2  
1 Tashtego 2   Koolaroo 3   Arcturus 3

Farr 40 
1 Estate Master  David Kirk (New Zealand) 
2 Forty  Ross Reynolds (Australia)

TP 52s SSH Trophy 
1 Balance  Paul Clitheroe 
2 Ragamuffin  Brenton Fischer

Mulford Challenge  1   Allegro  2   Hell Razer

Swiss Re Challenge 1   Balance  2   One 0 Nine 

Above: Allegro out in 
front.

Left: Division 2 winners, 
Tashtego at the Prize 
Giving. Photo Victoria 
Thomson.

Below: TP 52s winner, 
Balance.

9



10 2016 Manly Yacht 
Club Helly Hansen 
Women’s Challenge

by Karyn Gojnich

Seven Yngling crews braved the elements to 
participate in the annual Helly Hansen Women’s 
Challenge hosted by Manly Yacht Club on 
Sunday 20 March. The only prerequisite for  
racing was having a woman helm the boat.  

The Ynglings had their own one-design division 
but other mono hull yachts from six to 20 metres 
in length nominated their preference for racing to 
be included in the Female helm, All-female crew, 
Spinnaker or Non-spinnaker division.

Thirty five boats across all divisions started in 
Manly Cove and were sent across the sound to 
various marks off Nielsen Park, Chowder Bay, 
The Obelisk and Rose Bay before returning 
downwind to the finish line off Manly. 

The southeasterly breeze came and went with 
every rain front, the fleet was working upwind in 
20 kts of breeze one minute and sailing peacefully 
in 12 kts under sun and blue sky the next. 

For the Yngling fleet the weather kicked in on the 
sail to the start line from RSYS. Some boats took 
refuge in Spring Cove from the pounding waves 
and driving wind but eventually had to poke their 
noses out and head for the start. 

Kat Wotherspoon, Lovelle D’Souza and Monique 
D’Souza ran into trouble just after the start in the 
mountainous seas. Monique slipped overboard in 
a tack; she was recovered quickly but the crew 
were a bit shaken and opted to retire.

The Youth team, with Maddie O’Shea on the helm, 
used the day to get some more sailing under their 
belts. Maddie, Leo McAllister and Alex 
Rozenauers are preparing for the Yngling Worlds 
in St. Gilgen, Austria in July. The team had some 
gear failure before the start but were able to 
jury-rig the end-boom blocks and sail the race.

Elyse Guevara-Rattray, a new Yngling owner from 
Gosford, raced with Canadian Helene Osterman 
and German Florian Staerk in AUS 59 Evie.

Helene Osterman 
enjoying the challenge.

AUS 59 Evie, Helene 
Osterman, Elyse 
Guevara-Rattray  
and Florian Steark 
bearing down on an 
anxious Everyday 
Hero.

Photographer  
Crosbie Lorimer.



11As another squall swept across the fleet, Miss 
Pibb lost her skipper overboard and the lead in  
a gybe off Obelisk. The spinnaker was dropped 
and a sheepish but smiling Louise was quickly 
recovered.

Debacle went on to take the win both on scratch 
and performance handicap. Second across the 
line was Yertle. After just over two hours racing, 
only six seconds separated the next three boats 
Shining Star, Wyandot and Evie.

It was a long sail back to RSYS, through yet 
another rain squall, this time also with some hail.  
Jan on Yertle commented ‘We had a good laugh 
when a mini hail storm hit us and we had a free 
micro dermabrasion treatment to our faces. We 
won’t forget that race for a while.’

All crews were smiling once back in the CCA, 
warm and dry, and exchanging tales of the day’s 
thrills and spills.

Many thanks to Allison and Hamish Jarrett on 
Hands Off who accompanied the Yngling fleet  
to and from Manly and provided a very welcome 
tow for some at the end of the day. 1

Final Results

Performance Handicap:
1 Debacle  Thalia Voarino
2 Shining Star  Maddie O’Shea
3 Yertle  Jan Newland
4 Wyandot  Sara Ladd 
5 Evie  Elyse Guevara-Rattray 
6 Miss Pibb  Louise Stevenson 
DNF Young Achiever  Kat Wotherspoon 

Scratch:
1 Debacle Thalia Voarino
2 Yertle Jan Newland
3 Shining Star Maddie O’Shea
4 Wyandot Sara Ladd
5 Evie Elyse Guevara-Rattray
6 Miss Pibb Louise Stevenson

AUS34 Yertle, Olga 
Skatkova, Alexia Biggs 
and Jan Newland.

Photographer  
Crosbie Lorimer.

Laser Nationals held 
at Belmont Sailing 
Club.

Photographer  
Kim Davison.

Sara Ladd, a RSYS Keelboat course graduate, 
was on the helm of AUS 4 Wyandot with 
experienced Yngling sailors Bryan Riddell and 
Dimiter Nedialkov.

Louise Stevenson joined RSYS Members Joanne 
van Hagen and Karyn Gojnich on AUS 60 Miss 
Pibb. Louise, who has no fewer than 10 Sydney 
Hobarts under her belt and has spent more  
time with a wheel than a tiller in recent years, 
commented after crossing a wild Sydney sound 
that she felt like she was ‘finger painting’ rather 
than mastering the Yngling upwind.  

AUS 60 avoided the lull under Nielsen Park and 
rounded the first mark ahead of the Yngling fleet. 
Hard on their heels was AUS 40 Debacle with 
UNSW student Thalia Voarino skippering, Ellis 
Todres in the middle and Gary Pearce on the bow.

Third around the top mark was the crew of AUS 
34 in Yertle with Jan Newland, Olga Skatkova and 
Alexia Biggs. Yertle were also using the day to 
trial a crew combination for the upcoming Worlds.

It was a tight reach across to Chowder Bay, then 
up into Rose Bay and around Shark Island before 
setting the spinnakers for the run back to Manly. 
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Left to right Richie 
Alanson James Mayo  
and Graeme Taylor.

After this I had the chance to race again at 
Mooloolaba in 2015 with my good mate Cameron 
Miles and another Club Member Grant Crowle.  
I had not sailed with Cameron since the Worlds  
of 1999, but it again brought back very fond 
memories of such great sailing, and we managed 
a very close second to my old friends and fellow 
Club Members Marcus Burke and Neville Wittey. 
They have been sailing with Club Member 
Jeanne-Claude Strong and Nev’s daughter Tiana 
on Yandoo XX (AUS 868). To be there for Strong’s 
maiden win of a big regatta was just terrific.

I was also very keen to do the Australian 
Championship, as I had not done a Nationals 
before. So when Taylor and Allanson asked me  
to be a part of the Magpie crew for the 2016 
Australian Title at Brighton, I was both delighted 
and very enthused. We left nothing in the tank  
at this regatta. As I approach 50, I have only the 
deepest admiration for those in their 60’s and 
70’s who are still out there doing it. Good on  
you all, I hope I am doing the same at that age.  

Richie and I arrived after a long trans-Pacific flight 
and then had to face several hours in the steam 
room to get down to weight. The picture of me 
asleep under the pool table for two hours was a 
social media sensation, so I have to thank Huey 
for the very variable conditions that provided for 
lots of time ashore, and I used every moment for 
recovery.

If we had had to race straight after the weigh in, I 
feel I would not have been at my best. We did get 
better as the days went on. We respected each 
other’s decisions and when we needed to discuss 
things a little more deeply we generally got it right. 

We finished on 20 points after dropping a 10th 
place, which was 10 clear of Triad. In third place 
was 15+ (AUS 1380), which was crewed by 
David Clark, Mark Langford, Mick Slinn and Sean 
O’Rourke. So as we said at the beginning of the 
week, we need keepers in all races, and that’s 
exactly what we did winning the last race in true 
style. 

All three of us claimed our maiden Australian 
Championship on that day. Funnily enough, it was 
once again also on my first attempt. There could 
be no better feeling than doing so with two nice 
guys and good friends, which goes some way to 
explaining the smiles. Thanks lads!

The Etchells Class has given me so much. I have 
also been blessed to spend time with some truly 
great people and sailors, and this has been totally 
joyous. So yes, what a journey it has been, so far 
anyway. 

Graciously, there has been some tremendous 
success in there, as well. On my initial attempt  
at a World Championship off the North Shore in 
1999, with Cameron Miles and Andrew Palfrey, 
we were blessed to walk away with the title. 
Subsequently, and I am not entirely sure how,  
10 years slipped by.

It was 2014 when I returned to do the 2014 
Victorian State Championship at Metung with 
Graeme Taylor and Steve Jarvin in Magpie  
(AUS 947). It was not only fortuitous, but also 
tremendous fun. Hitting the water was incredible, 
and it was also to be the harbinger of yet more 
good times, even if I did not know it then.

We had a nice regatta finishing equal first with 
John Bertrand, Bill Browne and Jake Newman  
on Triad (AUS 1383), but lost on countback. He  
is such a tough competitor and we are blessed  
to have him on the course any day.

Taylor and Jarvin normally sail with Club Member 
Grant Simmer, and with considerable success 
too. A podium result at Mooloolaba that year just 
got me more excited to try and do more. Next, 
Ritchie Allanson and Michael Coxon asked me to 
join them for the 2015 Victorian State Title sailing 
on Taylor’s Magpie.

First there was one, then  
later on the other (and now  
for something else again!)

by James Mayo
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Racing to a win  
in Race 7 of the 
Nationals.

Photography  
Kylie Wilson. 

Not able to do the NSW State Championship, we 
made it to the Victorian State Championship in 
March. Congratulations to Bertrand, Browne and 
Newman for their win. They were two points clear 
of us, with Land Rat (John Warlow, Curtis Skinner 
and Ben Lamb on AUS 1422) a further four points 
astern.

Moving on, we will focus forward, for it all begins 
from here. Apart from the three of us, there are 
Jarvin and Simmer to factor in, so we’ll need to 

see what fits everyone’s calendar. We’re excited 
to see where it goes to, with the Brisbane 2018 
Worlds shining brightly on the calendar.

The videos from the nationals show how great  
the Class is. Got to www.youtube.com/user/
EtchellsAustralia or see etchells.org.au to get 
yourself started. 1
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From left to right: Brian 
McKean, Julian Farren-
Price and Christian 
Westermeyer.

Congratulations to Brian McKean, skipper of Well 
Inclined, who was the lucky winner of the IWC 
Portugieser watch at the prize giving on Friday  
8 April.

Christian Westermeyer, Brand Director of IWC 
Schaffhausen (Aus/NZ) and Julian Farren-Price, 
Brand Director of J Farren-Price Jewellers 
presented the IWC Yacht Club Chronograph  
to Brian in front of a capacity audience in the 
Carabella Room. 

Commodore Richard Chapman declared the 
season a great success – attracting 102 block 
entries, bolstered by a handful of casual entries, 
each week. Of these, a record 45 boats were 
eligible for the draw, having competed in 72%  
of the races. 

The traditional Rain, Hail or Shine prizes were 
awarded to four boats who had participated in 
every race: Incorrigible Peter Bowden, Marcus 
Stewart and Sophie Nelson, Koolaroo David 
FitzSimons, Flying Circus John Greenwood and 
Geoff Deakin and Following Sea Richard Petrie.

The 2016/17 Friday Twilight season will 
commence on Friday 7 October 2016. 1

IWC Friday  
Twilight Season

Right: Julian Farren-
Price presented 
Richard Petrie of 
Following Sea with  
one of the Rain, Hail  
or Shine prizes.

Below right: 
consolation prize 
presented to  
Tracey Leslie from 
Crackerjack.



RSYS Team for 
Centreport Regatta 
(L-R) Claudia 
Thackray, Sarah 
Dawes, Angus Olding, 
Fergus Abbott.

Photo: Klade 
Hauschildt.
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Junior Sailing Holiday Training Camp
By Ashleigh Baber

Many of our Youth sailors had a fabulous start  
to the school holidays at the RSYS Youth Sailing 
training camp held from 11-13 April for Laser  
and 12-14 April for Optimist sailors.

Seven sailors attended the Laser camp, including 
Ruby Abbott and me having our first go in a 
Laser after several seasons in the Optimist  
class. Maddie O’Shea was quite glad to see 
some more girls join her in the Lasers for future 
seasons. We enjoyed the challenge of the faster 
and more powerful boat.

Coaches Klade and Mike ran a very busy 
programme for the three days but still managed 
to fit in plenty of fun, including a visit to Taylors 
Bay for a well-earned break on the beach.

We learned about everything from rigging and 
correct set up of a Laser (for the newbies) and 
then about race rules and strategies – carefully 
disguised as games. One of the games we 
‘played’ was Circles of Death, designed to help 
us recognise when it is possible to call for room 
as you are nearing a mark.

On the second day we did some teams racing. 
The teams were made up of a new 4.7 sailor,  
an experienced 4.7 sailor and a Radial sailor,  
and the races tested our offensive and defensive 
strategies as we fought to get our team’s ‘new’ 
member across the line first.

It was a fun, yet exhausting, few days.

Wellington and Auckland Regattas
By Claudia Thackray 

The Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron was invited  
to compete in two ISAF Grade 3 Youth Match 
Racing Regattas in New Zealand. 

We started the tour in ‘windy’ Wellington at the 
Centreport International Youth Match Racing 
Regatta hosted by the Royal Port Nicholson 
Yacht Club, from 17-21 February. The training 
day gave our crew of Fergus Abbott (Main), 
Angus Olding (Trim) and Sarah Dawes (Bow) a 
chance to become reacquainted with the Elliott 
6m; it also gave us a sneak peek as to what  
was to come... Wellington well and truly lived  
up to its name with a consistent 30 kts with 
some fresh 40+ kt gusts, so it was a slow and 
challenging start to the regatta. Only three flights 
got underway in the first two days, and our first 
race was not until flight four. 

Nevertheless this gave us time to compete for 
the other trophy up for grabs that week: the 

inaugural ‘Hot Lap’ Cup, the fastest lap on the 
Go-Kart track, which has become the traditional 
pastime between abandoned races. 

Eventually the wind started to ease up on Day  
3 and we made it on to the water. We had a 
challenging couple of days racing in the round 
robin and recorded a win against Charles 
Corston from Christchurch. In the final day of 
racing sail-offs, we competed against Wellington 

local Finn Wright, and despite a close last race, 
lost on the finish line. Wellington proved to be  
a challenging regatta, as we adapted to the 
stronger winds - an interesting change from 
Sydney Harbour. 

After a few days break and some crew changes, 
we arrived in Auckland for the Nespresso Youth 
International Match Racing Championship  
from 24-28 February. The crew of Charlotte 
Alexander (Main), Katherine Shannon (Trim),  
Zac Quinlan (Bow) and Angus Olding (Float)  
and myself were confronted with an unfamiliar 
challenge: the tides. Racing mainly under the 
bridge on Waitemata Harbour, the lighter winds 
amplified the effects of tide but we steadily 
improved as we grew accustomed to the 
conditions. We had some close racing, especially 
with the local New Zealand Girls teams, including 
a tight three-way tiebreak in the sail-offs. We 
enjoyed watching some competitive racing 
between another Tran Tasman Challenge on the 
final day as George Anyon (RNZYS) won the cup 
over Murray Jones (CYCA). 

Although Wellington brought the wind, and 
Auckland brought some heavy tides, both proved 
challenging and worthwhile regattas; both as  
a crew and as individual sailors, we learnt a  
lot and took something away from every race.  
Much of this was due to our amazing coach 
Klade Hauschildt, new to our programme at the 
beginning of this series of regattas. We can’t 
thank you enough for your time and coaching 
between races. We would also like to thank the 
Royal Port Nicholson Yacht Club and the Royal 
New Zealand Yacht Squadron for hosting these 
regattas, and in particular to the Royal Sydney 
Yacht Squadron for sending us to these events. 
We are back in Sydney and training hard, hoping 
to improve on our results next year. 1
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Once again weather guru Roger ‘Clouds’ 
Badham and the weather gods were kind to us 
throughout the week. The Saturday Passage 
race was our typical ’follow me’ at 1030 hrs  
with our PRO (Rob Ridley and team) getting us 
started north of Blue Fish headland in a gentle 
nor’east breeze. There was sufficient pressure  
to race all the way to the Flint and Steel finish  
line, however the sail into the Hawkesbury 
estuary was very slow as the nor’easter was  
not penetrating past West Head.

The weather pattern for the week continued, 
except for Sunday’s first Inshore Cat 7 race  
on the Alfred’s Barrenjoey Circle, when we 
experienced an 18 kt sou’easter and an outgoing 
tide. It was a bit bumpy, but ensured a great sail. 
This was the first trial for the reverse order of 
starting procedure with Div 3 leading off. This 
concept seemed to be well received and greatly 
appreciated by all Div 3 entrants, as we were 
able to experience seeing our bigger sisters 
passing us fully powered up.  

The remainder of the week was characterised by 
very ‘quiet’ evenings (i.e. water wise), with fog 
and mist falling into the various anchorages, only 
to burn off by 0930 hrs. Additionally the moon 

2016 Annual Cruise 

by Richard Lawson

was visible throughout the week as it slowly 
waxed to full size by Thursday evening; truly 
magnificent.   

The only day the weather gods let us down was 
Saturday for the reverse Passage Race when  
we were forced to postpone the return leg of  
the Alan Payne Memorial. Fortunately the sailing 
instructions provided for a spare day on Sunday. 
As a result, the return Cat 4 race was started  
on time, off Barrenjoey Headland, in a 15-18 kt 
SSE breeze, with steep choppy seas due to the 
outgoing tide in the Hawkesbury and leftover 
swell from the southerly the previous day. Once 
all the starters cleared Bangally Head, the sea 
state improved, and all competitors and crew 
had a very pleasant sail to the Watsons Bay 
finish.

About Time, Julian Farren-Price, and Limelight, 
Alan Husband, dominated this return leg with 
Limelight victorious on PHS and About Time 
hanging on for grim life – their ‘cruising sails’ 
were delaminating throughout the race and 
probably would have failed completely during 
another half hour of racing!

The racing throughout the week was thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone. We had three Divisions for 

Photography:  
Robert Hardy, 
Gabrielle Holles, 
David Salt, Gaila 
Merrington and  
Paul Barber.
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the inshore races with approximately 9-10 boats 
in each division, although we did have some 
boats withdraw, or compete as casual entries. 
That is to be expected as it is part of the Cruise 
culture. 

The Club’s new Management and Handicapping 
System, first trialled during the 2015 cruise, 
proved to be very successful. Each race in each 
division was won by a different boat, and the  
final point score for each division resulted in only 
a few points separating first place from most  
of the fleet. This is a great outcome for such a 
varied mix of boats and crews in this type of 
racing. We, the sailors, could not ask for a better 
outcome and acknowledge the work done by 
John Maclurcan and his crew.

The Annual Cruise is as much about ‘other 
activities’ as it is about yacht racing. The two  
lay days and the Galley Gourmet Challenge are 
very high on the agenda. This is typified by the 
popularity of the ‘Mid-Calf Water Level Beach 
Party’, held under the waterfall at Refuge Bay, 
where crews display their prowess in the Canapé 
Challenge. This lay day afternoon has become 
one of the highlights of the Cruise, with about  
80 people gathering on a fast-diminishing beach 

while being fed and entertained by the Canapé 
Challenge entrants. This was truly a very funny 
and enjoyable occasion for all and a great 
opportunity for the young people to get together 
on land. Who will forget the sight of people 
clambering aboard the RIBs with the assistance 
of ‘Scotty’s Chair’ in the semi darkness!

Our traditional first evening gathering on Hallets 
Beach continues to grow in numbers as more 
and more crews stay on after the ocean race for 
post race camaraderie. We had approximately 
120 people for the BBQ of sausages, bread rolls 
and condiments prepared by our Club Chef Ian 
and cooked on the beach by the Committee.  
The two scheduled progressive dinners were  
very successful, particularly the first night at 
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Mushroom Bay at which each Committee 
member acted as a host boat to all the new 
attendees and those returning to the Cruise  
after a short break.

The main Galley Gourmet Challenge was 
conducted at Pinta Bay during a 36 boat raft-up! 
It was a stunning, balmy evening, with many new 
entries to the challenge. This has become one of 
the Cruise’s ‘must-do’ events, and our judges, 
Max and Sue, were amazed by the quality of  
the presentations. Thanks to all who participated 
and made Max and Sue’s judging job so difficult.   
Please see the separate report on the Galley 
Gourmet Challenge compiled by our co-ordinator 
and guiding light, Trish Stanley. (Well done Trish).

This article brings to an end my time as Annual 
Cruise Captain and I am pleased to announce 

that Arthur Psaltis, Into the Mystic, will be  
taking over and heading the Annual Cruise Sub 
Committee for the next two years. Both Sandy 
and I have thoroughly enjoyed our time and 
could not have achieved what we have without 
the support of a very happy and co-ordinated 
committee, along with the outstanding work of 
Rob Ridley and his crew, together with Chris 
Stone and Margaret Carney in the Sailing Office. 
All the Club’s staff have been most helpful  
and willing in every phase of our time working 
together. Thank you one and all.

I will be staying on as Chair of the Cruising 
Division for another year, so will not be far 
removed, and Rapunzel will be a definite starter 
for next year’s Annual Cruise scheduled for  
13-20 April 2017 – please save the date! 1

Photography David 
Salt and Paul Barber.



Cruising  
in Company  

by John Hancox

Galley Gourmet 
Challenge   

by Trish Stanley  
and Sue Swanson

This year we decided to organise, for those 
boats and crews who were cruisers only, a 
programme of events that coincided with the  
four inshore race days. 

The venues in race order and crew numbers 
were: the Dangar Island Bowling Club (7), Galley 
Foods at Bobbin Head (6), Halyards Restaurant 
at RPAYC (8) and the Wharf Restaurant at 
Church Point (9). Numbers were slightly reduced 
by some crew being shanghaied to race boats 
on several days. Participating boats were 
Magnificat, Matang, Patricia VII, Prime Time, 
Sweet Chariot and Wah Moon.

Dangar Island is a picturesque place with lush 
vegetation and an active community of friendly 
residents. We took one boat and anchored off 
the public jetty, leaving room for the regular ferry, 
then tendered ashore. The bowling club prepared 
a very good lunch. 

For the Bobbin Head visit, three boats moored  
or anchored in the bay opposite, tendered  
to the marina and enjoyed lunch served in 
environmentally friendly packaging.

RPAYC provided courtesy berths for the  
three yachts that attended and we enjoyed  
a magnificent venue at Halyards restaurant.

Church Point presented the only challenge for 
access. Magnificat and Matang anchored in 
about 10 metres with just enough swing room 
whilst Sweet Chariot and Prime Time stayed in 
their RMYC berths and the crew drove to the 
venue – smart move. This is a very popular  
place and richly deserved as the menu is 
extensive and excellent.

In summary, a successful and relaxing experience 
that is sure to catch on in the future. 1

The Galley Gourmet Challenge has grown in 
popularity since its inception in 2011 and this 
year 10 boats competed across the Canapés, 
Entrée, Main and Dessert categories. The Cruise 
Committee were very grateful to our judges Sue 
Swanson (Just Quietly) and Max Poyser (About 
Time) who were capably assisted by Gabrielle 
Holles (Ceilidh) and Pauline Christie (Viva).

Sue Swanson recounts her experiences:
Max and I were blown away by the standard of 
food prepared, making the judging an extremely 
pleasurable but very difficult job. My observation 
this year was that we sailors are as competitive 
in the galley as we are on the water. The 
difference being, of course, that on the water  
we can see exactly where our fellow competitors 
are, but as we hopped from boat to boat in  
Pinta Bay, it quickly became evident that not 
knowing what the competition was up to or how 
you were measuring up against them added a 
different dimension to the challenge in the galley.

The competition kicked off with another 
resoundingly successful party on an ever-
diminishing Refuge beach on Monday afternoon, 
and as the tide came in, so too did a delightful 
succession of tasty and innovative canapés.  
We loved them all, and whilst we appreciated  
the clever incorporation of some store bought 
ingredients which we all love to use when 
cruising, in the end we felt we had to award the 
prizes to those dishes where everything had 
been prepared on board. Also worthy of mention 
was a late entry from the Commodore who 
brought his own portable stove to the beach and 

Tom King on helm, 
David Edwards,  
Greg O’Shea and  
Ivan Wheen.

Photo Kylie Wilson.
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Top: Canapés  
runner-up. 

Above: Commodore 
cooking prawns on 
the beach. 

Left: Judges Max  
and Sue.

Photography  
Gabrielle Holles.
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Top: Entrée winner.  

Centre: Main Course 
winner.

Above: Dessert winner. 

Photography  
Gabrielle Holles.

Right: Junior Chefs.

Far right: Canapés winner.

cooked up generous serves of delicious garlic 
prawns for the crowd, now ankle deep in the 
rising tide. Also noteworthy were the delightful 
youngsters on Huligan who made the most 
creative little Tic Toc and marshmallow teacups.

The number of entries in the Entrée, Main course 
and Dessert categories to be judged in Pinta Bay 
on Tuesday night was quite overwhelming, and 
the judging teams had to split into two groups to 
get around to everyone. Considering entries had 
been prepared by crews who had been racing  
all day, this was all the more impressive.

The hospitality of all the competitors, and those 
rafted in between them up and down the 34 boat 
raft up, made for a most entertaining evening,  
as Gabby and I clambered seemingly endlessly 
from boat to boat to make our appointed tasting 
times. I think even those not participating felt  
like they were part of the competition, especially 
those who suggested charging us a toll every 
time we hopped through their cockpit and  
those who managed to tempt Gabby down to  
a beautifully set dining table with the wafting 
smell of rosemary and roast lamb, only for her  
to discover that they were not an entry… mean-
while I was waiting for her two boats further 
down the raft up! I should also mention that,  
in what I believe is becoming something of a 
tradition in this competition, bribery is alive and 
well – and the judges love it! Without mentioning 
any names, we particularly liked the offer of aged 
red wines (Please note that the results are in no 
way influenced by the aforementioned bribes!)

The dishes we tasted were a wonderful mix of 
new recipes, trusty old favourites and some with 
fascinating personal stories attached to them, 
including dishes that represented family history, 
country of origin and travel experiences. There 
was even one called the ‘Sow and Pigs’ worthy 
of mention for the sheer creativity of including a 
cardinal mark made out of a potato! 

The Results

Canapés

Winner Tula:  
Smoked Trout Mousse with cucumber on 
homemade Blinis (Chef: Sonja)

Runner Up Crackerjack:  
Grilled Haloumi wrapped in Proscuitto  
(Chef: Jan)

Entrée

Winner Tonic:  
Balmain Bug with pea purée and chilli  
(Chef: Rob)

Runner Up Mystere:  
Ceviche with tomato, avocado and coconut 
(Chef: Malcolm)

Main Course

Winner Wine-Dark Sea:  
Paella (Chef: Sarah)

Runner Up Hot Chilli:  
Marinated Spatchcock, pearl couscous and 
chargrilled broccoli (Chefs: Matt and Libby)

Dessert

Winner Crackerjack:  
Deconstructed Banoffee Pie (Chef: Tracey)

Runner up Hot Chilli:  
Coffee Dates with vanilla bean yoghurt  
(Chef: Linda)

Junior Chef

Winner Huligan:  
Tic Toc Tea Cups (dessert canapé)  
Chefs: Julian (6) Juno (aged 9) and Hugo (9).

The judges awarded this dish top marks for 
presentation and surprise value.

Congratulations to the winners and runners up.

We will enjoy checking out your recipes which 
will be posted on the Cruising web site. We also 
look forward to tasting Sarah’s Paella which will 
be offered as a special in the Careening Cove 
Anchorage on Tuesday nights in November. 1



Trans Tasman  
Challenge 

by Vice Commodore  
David Ward

The Trans Tasman Challenge is an annual series 
sailed alternately on Sydney and Auckland 
Harbours between Club Flag Officers teams 
representing the RSYS and RNZYS. The 
perpetual trophy is a cup donated 42 years ago 
by the New Zealand designer of the Cavalier 32, 
Bob Salthouse, for teams using Cavalier 32s in 
Auckland.

In recent years, due to dwindling numbers of 
Cavalier 32s, the two clubs have used Elliott 7s 
and International Etchells. The racing is run  
under team racing rules and ensures tight and 
competitive racing. However the spirit has  
always been friendly and continues the enduring 
goodwill which the two clubs have shared for 
many decades.

This year, RSYS invited the RNZYS team to 
compete in a six race series in four Etchells and 
four Club Elliott 7s. Each Club team was made 
up of Flag Officers and Committee members  
who were ably assisted by the Club’s Youth 
programme sailors and Etchells owners and 
helpers. The RNZYS team was welcomed at an 
evening reception in the clubhouse on Friday 29 
April by RSYS Commodore Richard Chapman, 
Flag Officers David Ward, Christian Brook and 
General Committee members Richard Hammond 
and Tony Brown. Leading the RNZYS team were 
Commodore Andy Anderson and Flag Officers 
Steve Mair, Aaron Young and Duthie Ligard 
helming. Saturday saw two races concluded in 
some light, tricky conditions. The RSYS team 
took a narrow lead with good performances  
from RSYS Commodore Richard Chapman and 
RNZYS Duthie Ligard in the Etchells, and RSYS 
Vice Commodore David Ward in the Elliotts.

Sunday saw the breeze filling in from the north 
nor’west. The harbour was packed with two  
other clubs racing providing an extra challenge 
for teams to compete in crossing fleets.

The racing was tight and exciting and after the 
first two races both teams achieved equal points. 
The last two racing would obviously determine 
the results with RSYS having a small points lead.

The final two races were sailed in an increasing 
breeze and the team racing tactics of the NZers 
were well organised, particularly at the start  
line where they had preplanned line positions.
However the RSYS teams countered on the race 
platform with well executed team racing tactics 

21to ensure the RSYS teams sailed through to lead 
positions around buoys and on favoured sides of 
the course. As a result the final two races saw 
the RSYS achieve convincing points score leads.

After completing six races, RSYS won the  
42nd Trans Tasman Challenge with 98 points  
to RNZYS’ 119 points. The Skipper of the  
Event acknowledgement went to RSYS Vice 
Commodore David Ward, closely followed by 
Rear Commodore Christian Brook.

All participants commented on the professional 
nature of the RSYS race management and 
volunteers over the weekend.

The event also allowed for spouses of sailors  
to enjoy off-water fun and friendship which 
added to the great cultural bond between the 
two clubs.

Our special thanks go to Ross and Alex 
Littlewood for hosting a wonderful night at their 
beautiful home which included a resounding 
singing of national anthems by the 35 attendees. 

1

Photography  
John Jeremy.



A season of success 
and some sadness

by Peter Campbell

During the 2015/16 season the Squadron 
conducted a prestigious world championship, 
Members again did well in the Sydney Hobart 
Race, there were strong entries and greater 
participation in division racing and in the  
twilights, the International Etchells mini regattas 
continued to grow in numbers and the Squadron 
successfully conducted another Hardy Cup. 
Members competed with distinction in Australian 
championships and regattas, while our Youth 
sailors sailed with enthusiasm in national events. 
These were the highlights of the RSYS’s season 
of yacht racing on the glorious waters of Sydney 
Harbour.  

A number of Squadron Members sailed with 
distinction this past season which is a pleasing 
affirmation of our Club’s standing. Yet this 
satisfaction was tempered with the passing  
of several key Club figures.

Paul Clitheroe sailed his yacht Balance, a state-
of-the-art TP52, to overall first place in the Rolex 
Sydney Hobart, following on the victory by Roger 
Hickman in 2014 with the 30 year old Farr 43 
Wild Rose. 

‘Hicko’, the RSYS Yachtsman of the Year for 
2015, sailed Wild Rose to sixth overall and third 
in IRC Division 4 in December but within days  
of finishing, he collapsed in Hobart. Despite 
extensive treatment back in Sydney, he passed 
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away within a couple of months. A sailor of many 
skills, ‘Hicko’ was to have sailed with Gordon 
Ingate in Whimsical in the Prince Philip Cup  
on the Derwent, having been part of Gordon’s 
winning crew in the NSW Championship for the 
International Dragon class.

Within a few weeks of ‘Hicko’s’ death, Bob 
Oatley, owner of the super maxi Wild Oats XI, 
also died. At one stage in their great yachting 
careers both men had been owners of Wild 
Rose, Oatley building her as an Admiral’s Cup 
team contender and naming her Wild Oats. It 
was under this name that Hickman skippered her 
to victory in the 1993 Sydney Hobart, repeating 
the win in 2014, but renamed Wild Rose to avoid 
confusion with the Sydney Hobart record holder.

Other notable Hobart performances included  
Syd Fischer, who at the age of 89, skippered 
Ragamuffin 100 to second across the line  
astern of the American entrant Comanche. I  
had a close-up view of the duel up the Derwent 
between two other Squadron Members: Rupert 
Henry’s JV62 Chinese Whisper and Matt Allen’s 
Carkeek 60 Ichi Ban. Chinese Whisper crossed 
the line just minutes ahead. On corrected time 
Chinese Whisper won Division 0 with Ichi Ban 
second.

In other Sydney Hobart results, Merlin, the Kaiko 
52 owned by 1970 Olympic Star class gold 
medallist David Forbes, finished second in IRC 
Division 2 while James Murchison’s Tripp 47 
Abracadabra took first in Division 2 of the PHS 
section and first overall. 

The season once again saw the Squadron’s 
volunteer race management teams maintain the 
highest standards of yacht racing, both in the 
Harbour and offshore. It is these qualities of  
race organisation and management that see the 
Squadron regularly asked to conduct National 
and World Championships. 

The Squadron played host to the World 
Championship for the Farr 40 class this summer. 
The 2016 Farr 40 World champion is Plenty (Alex 
Roepers, USA) with a display of conservative 
sailing on the Manly offshore course in the last 
two races of the 11 race series, while his two 
closest opponents fell out of contention with 
early errors. Plenty finished with a total of 34 
points to win the Worlds from Australian 
champion and Squadron Member Guido 
Belgiorno-Nettis on Transfusion with 38 points.

Above: Roger 
Hickman.

Right: Hardy Cup.

Below right: Balance 
southern Tasmanian 
coast on her way to 
Hobart. Photo: Rolex – 
Studio Borlenghi, 
Stefano Gattini.



Jackie Clare.

Left: Morag Bheag

Far left: Tom King 
helming Lisa.

That remarkable yachtsman Gordon Ingate, just 
three months shy of his 90th birthday, went 
down to Hobart and the River Derwent to defend 
the Prince Philip Cup for the International Dragon 
class. It was on the Derwent that he won his first 
Prince Philip Cup in 2008 – after 50 years sailing 
a Dragon. The former Olympic sailor, America’s 
Cup and Admiral’s Cup skipper, and runner-up  
in a Sydney Hobart Race, didn’t retain the Prince 
Philip Cup, but he came close, finishing second 
to local sailor Nick Rogers who won his 11th 
Cup.

Good promotion last year has seen a notable 
increase in the International Yngling class with  
14 boats contesting the Australian Championship 
on the Harbour. Australian champion once more 
is Miss Pibb (Club Members Hamish Jarrett and 
Max Hayman.)

This year for the first time we had joining the 
Dragons and Ynglings in their Mini Regattas an 
enthusiastic group of young sailors in the new 
Sports Boats division, with James (Tim Ryan) 
winning the Mini Regatta series.

The past season has seen a marked preference 
among the International Etchells to compete in 
the Mini Regattas and events such as the Milson 
Silver Goblets as against club point scores. With 
the Milson Silver Goblets regatta of five races 
coinciding with a Saturday Mini Regatta, a fleet  
of 32 Etchells provided classic one-design racing 
with two twilight and three Mini Regatta races. In 
a regatta that saw five different winners and eight 
different place getters in the five races, victory 
went to Martin Hill and Tom King, sailing Lisa.

Over the season, Ciao (Doug McGain and 
Michael O’Brien) took out the Etchells Mini 
Regatta series, while Richard Hammond’s 
Alchemist won the Spring, Summer and Main 
Series.

One of the outstanding performances by a 
Squadron Member in Saturday Club racing  
was that of Geoff Davidson at the helm of his 
Beneteau First 36.7 Jackie Clare in Division 1. 
Davidson sailed Jackie Clare to victory in the 
Spring, Summer, SIS and Main categories of 
Division 1 and ended the season by winning  
the Varuna Cup, a race between Division overall 
winners. In Division 2, David Matthews’ J35 
Ambitious won the Spring and Main point scores 
while Senta (Julie and Terry Clarke) won the 
Summer Series and Alouette (John Waring) won 
the SIS series. Philip Crane’s Nantucket Mingara 
III dominated Division 3 overall results, winning 
the Spring, Summer, SIS and Main point scores.

During the summer, RSYS conducts three  
short ocean races for perpetual trophies of  
great significance to the history of the Squadron. 
Within these three races is the Perseverance 
Trophy, a pointscore series that is open to  
yachts entering the Morna Cup, Milson Cup and 
Gascoigne Cup races through the Squadron.  
A popular win this year was Morag Bheag, 
skippered by John Maclurcan, whose father 
made the trophy, a model of the colonial ship 
named Perseverance. 1
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Squadron Annual 
Prize Giving

24 Below clockwise: Joanne Trophy – Millie 
Brown; Geoff Davidson, Varuna Trophy and 
Boomerang Cup; John & Judy Waring, Carleton 
Cup and Intercolonial Cup; Jill & David Henry 
Koonya Cup; David Matthews J A V Minnett 
Memorial Cup; Richard Hammond, Kopsen 
Perpetual Trophy; Carabella Tray – Rene on 
behalf of David Chapman; Idris Cup – Paul 
Clitheroe. 

Above from top: 
James Dunstan,  
The L F (Livvy) Mann 
Trophy; Gordon 
Ingate, Dragon Gold 
Cup, Era Cup, Archie 
Robertson Trophy, 
Jock Carr Memorial 
Cup; Andrew & 
Pauline Dally, Morna 
Cup.



Annual Cruise 
Prize Giving

25Below from top: Hamish Jarrett & Max 
Haymen, King Haakons Cup, The 200 Trophy, 
Jan H Linge Trophy, The Malcolm Barlow 
Trophy, Rupert McCurrich Fire Truck Trophy; 
Philip Crane, The Flag Officer Race Trophy; 
Graeme Lambert, Geoff Lee Trophy; Doug 
McGain & Michael O’Brien, Etchells Mini 
Regatta Trophy, John “Choco” Winning Plate.

Left from top: Max 
Prentice, William  
Brian Northam Trophy; 
Arthur & Sally Psaltis 
Div 2, 1st inshore 
series, New York Yacht 
Club Trophy; Bill & 
Noela Gilbert Div 1,  
1st Inshore series, 
Windsong Trophy; 
Russell & Melissa 
Taylor with Ivo Clarke 
Div 3, 1st Inshore 
series, Bob Tinning 
Trophy. 

Above: Max Poyser  
on behalf of Julian 
Farren-Price Div 1,  
1st offshore series, 
The Alan Payne 
Trophy; Ken Hudson  
& Pauline Christie 
winners of the Nav  
Est competition.



26 Youth  
Prize Giving

Above from top: 
Maddie O’Shea and 
Riely Evans; Youth 
Committee 4.7 
Handicap Trophy,  
Marj Colman 4.7 
Scratch Trophy – Alex 
Rozenauers; Optimist 
Award for Excellence 
– Daniel Kemp, with 
coach Mike Leigh.

Below clockwise: Junior Sailing Pointscore 
Trophy – Sarah Leslie; HB Jarrett Junior Sailing 
Championship Shield – Carl Hansen; Green 
Fleet with coach Sarah Parker; T E Morgan 
Memorial Trophy – D’Arcy Kemp; Youth 
Committee Radial Scratch Trophy, The Paul 
Waring Memorial Trophy, The Chairman’s  
Trophy of Youth Sailing – Oskar Hansen.



Candidate Proposer Seconder

METROPOLITAN
Anstice, Stephen K Gojnich R Low
Berglund, Catherine (Dr) R Kollanyi G I Cameron
Clarke, Kevin P V Orenstein L Potts
Dossetor (Dr), David  S J H Ford R P T de Crespigny 
Evans, Nicola S Tait H Torode
Fegan, Inga J R Smith M J Williams
Humble, Deborah T Clarke J Clarke
Inwood, Andrew S J H Ford C Bold
James, Jane N Hogg J Marty
Julliard, Jean-Pierre M J P Keough D Bowman
Kirkman, Garry D Field M Siddle
Martin, Ann B D Gould R Stevenson
McIntosh, Kaley P R Alexander Captain D P Edwards
Mullins, Geoffrey D M Keefe C Stannard
Norton-Smith, Mary D M O’Brien S G Smith
Pines, Jillian J D McBean A J Denham
Rothwell, William J R Molyneux L A Walker
Ryan, Jon (Dr) P J Davison N O’Shea
Savage, Cheryl P A Marsden A J Pittorino
Tilly, Frances C R Croker L M Milne
Trigg, Timothy  R Littlewood A K Zaininger
Walker, John S J H Ford S Ingate

COUNTRY:
Anderson, Carolyn  J E Blackman A J Robertson
Napier, Ian  B J Wilson J Gardener
Stevens, Francis  J S Rydge G M Birrell

ABSENTEE:  
Burgess, Kelton P R Alexander G Katari

INTERMEdIATE:
Barnum, Robert S B Proud C J Boulton
Macready, Hugh A Chase K Chase

AFFILIATE:
Blain, Oliver P Alexander I MacDiarmid
Caspari, Anya V Scolaro J Saalfeld
Cox, Helen R J Low V Scolaro
Elliott, Elizabeth (Prof) S J H Ford R P T de Crespigny
Ford, Julie R P T de Crespigny S Ingate
Inwood, Megan S J H Ford C Bold
Jenkins, Amanda Commodore R Chapman J Merrington
Johnson, Christina Commodore R Chapman Rear Commodore C Brook
Scolaro, Maria G P Richard P G Caspari
Walker, Mary S J H Ford S Ingate
Wood, Susan Commodore J Dunstan D Christoffersen

YOUTH:
Blain, Albert P Alexander I MacDiarmid
Blain, Harry P Alexander I MacDiarmid
Inwood, Charlotte S J H Ford C Bold
Inwood, James S J H Ford C Bold
Johnson, Amelia Commodore R Chapman Rear Commodore C Brook
Johnson, Imogen Commodore R Chapman Rear Commodore C Brook
Payne, Isobel N O’Shea K Evans

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

The following Members  
have transferred their 
category:

Absentee to Country 
C Hutchinson

Metropolitan  
to Country 
P Guest
R J Barnum
A Morehen
S Estella
B Wheeler

Intermediate  
to Country 
A Nickolls

Intermediate  
to Absentee
S Scowcroft

Metropolitan  
to Absentee
W Howe
D McDonald
P Bourke

Country to 
Metropolitan
P Bartter
J Bartter
R Reynolds

Metropolitan  
to Affiliate
D Wills

The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those recently 
deceased Members 
listed below:

Foster QC, Michael 
Leader; Wyatt, Helen 
Marguerite; Betty OAM, 
Dorothy Elizabeth; 
Gowing, Judith Blakney; 
Hickman, Roger; Loder, 
Bruce Norman; Salter, 
Phillip John; Merrett, 
Susan; Proud, Sally Ann.
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Club Life  
it’s Lively!
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Top: Family Curry Night in March.

Centre: Youth Dance in May.

Above: The Squadron Book Club 
launched in April.

Top: Cooking class in the CCA  
in May.

Centre: Caribbean Night in April.

Above: A Night in Burgundy, May.



RSYS Activities  
June to September 2016
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June

15  Wine Masterclass, CCA

17  ‘Arabian Nights’ Theme Dinner, Carabella

18  Winter Series

19  Sunday Grand Buffet, Carabella

20  Cooking Class #6, CCA

22  Monthly Cruising Event

25  Winter Series

26  Sunday Jazz, CCA

28  Book Club, Bennelong Room

July

1  Paspaley Pearls Luncheon, Carabella

2 Winter Series

7  Guest Speaker Dinner, Marcus Blackmore, Carabella

9  Saturday Grand Buffet, Carabella

9  Winter Series

14 Bouillabaisse Dinner

16  Winter Series

17  Sunday Grand Buffet, Carabella

20  Wine Appreciation Group, CCA

23  Winter Series + Prizegiving, CCA

26 Book Club, Bennelong Room

31  Sunday Jazz, CCA

August

5  ‘Crabshack’ Theme Dinner, Carabella

13  Saturday Grand Buffet, Carabella

14  Sunday afternoon Opera, Carabella

17  Wine Appreciation Group, CCA

19 Guest Speaker Lunch, John Jeremy, Carabella

21 Sunday Grand Buffet, Carabella

23  Book Club, Bennelong Room

27  Commodore’s Ball

28  Sunday Jazz, CCA

September

11  Opening Day

13 Annual General Meeting, Carabella

Please note the above may be subject to change. Please refer to the 
e-newsletters for latest information.



30 New RSYS Members  
Internet Portal 

by William Pettigrew, CEO

Member feedback in the 2015 survey indicated a 
strong preference for modernisation in the way 
our Club communicates and conducts financial 
transactions. The General Committee is therefore 
pleased to offer you the opportunity to manage 
your personal account with greater convenience 
and efficiency via a new online Members Portal 
located within the secure Members Area of the 
RSYS website www.rsys.com.au.

What does this Portal offer?
•	 You	can	view	and	update	your	contact	details

•	 Select	your	preferred	communications	
options, that is, you can let us know whether you 
prefer to receive general Correspondence, the 
Logbook, OnBoard and your account statements 
by post or by email

•	 View	recent	account	transactions	and	obtain	
a current account balance

•	 View	past	statements	(NB	this	facility	will	only	
be activated if you change your preferences for 
account statements to ‘email’ and will go live the 
following month.)

Please note: 

•	 A	two-step	login	is	required:	once	to	access	
the Members Area of the website, and again to 
access your personal account (as with most 
online bank accounts, for example.)

•	 The	Portal	holds	records	for	all	Members		 
and Affiliates. 

If you have any queries or require any assistance 
with this procedure, please do not hesitate to 
contact Jane Crispo at jane@rsys.com.au or call 
9017 0137.

How do I access the Members Internet Portal?
Please follow this step-by-step guide:

Go to the RSYS website at www.rsys.com.au 

Enter your Member Number in the first box. Then find the email we sent you dated 23 May 2016 which 
contains your unique password. Enter this password in the second box. Click on Log in.

You are now in the Members Area. Click on the Members tab

Click on My Account

You are now in the Accounts Section. Enter your Member Number and password again to access  
your account. 



31What can I do in the Portal?
You will now see this menu bar

a) Under Member Home, you can change your  
 communications preferences (email/hardcopy)

b) You can notify the Club of any special interests 

Remember to save your preferences!

c) You can also change your password to one  
 of your choosing. We strongly encourage you  
 to do so. Please note the change may take  
 several hours to come into effect.

d)  Under Contact Details, you can review and update your contact information

e) Under Recent Invoices, you can view transactions on your House account

f) Under Monthly Transactions, find out what your current balance is on your account  
 (as at previous business day end)

g) Under PDF Statements, view past statements (this feature is only available if ‘email’ is selected  
 as your preference and will commence with your following month’s statement.)

FAQs
1. Can I pay my bill through the Portal?

Not as yet, but BPAY information is supplied on 
the Monthly Transactions page

If you wish to use our direct debit facility, the form 
is also on the Monthly Transactions page

2. What if I forget my password?

Click on the ‘Forgot password’ link and an email 
will be sent to the registered email account 

3. I didn’t get your email of 23 May

We may have an out of date email on our 
database. Please write to rsys@rsys.com.au

4. Do I have to use the Portal?

No. If you prefer to receive everything in hard copy, 
please just let us know. 

If you have any queries, please contact Jane 
Crispo at jane@rsys.com.au or call 9017 0137.

8
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Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2016
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Contact Helen Huggins 9439 7394.

Item Price

RSYS branded Zhik sailing gear* 

Mens/Ladies Cotton Polo  $85

Long Sleeve Mens/Ladies Dry Polo  $93.50

Hoodie  $126

Fleece Vest  $175

Mens/Ladies Kiama Jacket  $260

Mens/Ladies Technical Short  $155

Sailing Visor $26.50

PFD $140

Sailing Gloves $17

Other items

V-Neck Jumper  $132

Submariner Jumper $176

Rugby Jersey  $71.50

Beanie $20

Brimmed Hat $22

Sunglass Strap $16.50

Sailing Bag $138

D-Loop Belt $73.50

Cufflinks $27.50

Club Silk Tie (Members only) $79.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Lapel Pin $5.50

Playing Cards $38.50

Squadron History Book Volume 2  $13.50

Burgees in various sizes  $30-83

Car/Boat stickers  $3

Squadron Buttons  $6.40-7.75

*Members receive a 10% discount 
Prices include GST

All items are available from the RSYS Retail 
Store in the Sailing Office reception area.  
A limited range is also available from the Fort 
Denison Cellar.

June
Thursday 16 Rubber

Monday 20  Mixed Bridge

Thursday 23 Duplicate

Monday 27 Mixed Bridge

Thursday 30 Teams

July
Monday 4 Mixed Bridge – Supervised

Thursday 7 Rubber

Monday 11 Mixed Bridge

Thursday 14 Duplicate

Monday 18 Mixed Bridge – Supervised

Thursday 21 Rubber

Monday 25 Mixed Bridge

Thursday 28 Duplicate

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings

Wednesday 13  July

Wednesday 10 August

$60 per person 

What a beautiful place to play Bridge 
By Pamela Lee

As the year races on, so does the enthusiasm  
for playing cards at the Squadron.

Monday afternoon is casual Bridge for everyone, 
bring a partner and join in the fun. 

In July we will start Supervised Bridge on the first 
and third Monday of the month. This will be an 
opportunity to hone our skills at the table.

Evening Bridge and Dinner is held on the second 
Wednesday of the month and is well supported 
but we would love to welcome new faces..

Ladies’ Thursday Bridge continues to be popular 
and it is lovely to welcome guests and new 
Members.

Inter club Bridge is played throughout the 
year and we enjoy participating in the various 
competitions. Win or lose, the teams enjoy the 
opportunity to visit other clubs and reciprocate  
at our own beautiful Squadron.

The players appreciate the care taken by the staff 
in setting up our Bridge occasions and looking 
after us during these enjoyable sessions. 1



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.

Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 

Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171.

Carabella Room à la carte Dining
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.

Carabella Room Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month for Dinner from 6.30pm and the 3rd 
Sunday for Lunch from 12.30pm.

Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  

The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 8am until 4pm.

For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 

Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  

Carabella Dining Room
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of a Member, are welcome 
during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.

This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.

It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.

Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.

All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 

Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars. Please advise any  
staff member if you are made aware of any 
breach of this regulation. 

SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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Early morning fog descends on the Cruise raft-up in Pinta Bay. Photographer Robert Hardy.




