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1From the Helm

Where has the year gone? The 2015-2016  
sailing season has nearly finished and we are 
getting ready for the Annual Squadron Cruise.

Club Member Paul Clitheroe skippered Balance 
to win the Sydney Hobart race on IRC, while 
fellow Club Member James Murchison won  
the PHS division skippering Abracadabra; both 
outstanding achievements! Recently the Club  
has successfully run the Hardy Cup and the  
Farr 40 Worlds.

The Squadron would not be able to host these 
and the many other events without our army of 
dedicated volunteers, and I would like to take  
this opportunity to thank them personally for  
their tireless dedication to ensuring the Squadron 
continues to run events that are of world class 
calibre. If you would like to join the ‘Squadron 
army’ please contact the Sailing Office.

I also thank those Members who have introduced 
their closest friends to Club membership and 
encourage other Members to follow suit. 

As ever, please make the Squadron your 
destination of choice.

Warm Regards 
Richard Chapman 
Commodore

The increased communications though the 
weekly Social, Sailing, Youth and Cruising emails 
as well as social media have made it easier for 
Members to find out what is happening at the 
Squadron and it’s pleasing to see increased 
Member utilisation across Yacht repair, Carabella 
Room, the Roof Top bar, Accommodation and 
Functions.

We will soon launch an online Members Portal 
which will allow Members to select which  
RSYS communications they receive, and how. 
Members will also be able to view current and 
past statements online.

Do keep an eye out for the developments on  
the Waterfront: the Committee is overseeing  
the transformation of the Dockmaster’s office  
to a more user-friendly Member services area.

The House Committee social calendar for 2016 
is filled with established and new events – there’s  
something for everyone: opera afternoons, High 
Teas, cooking classes, nautical trivia nights, 
terrific guest speaker evenings, food and wine 
masterclasses, a whisky night, a sake night,  
an automobile concourse, a book club, fitness 
training, outdoor movies, day trips and more.

I look forward to seeing you at the Club soon.

Will Pettigrew 
CEO



The ‘Compass Check’ gathering over a few quiet 
drinks at SASC last September indicated that  
all 16 available moorings in the LHI lagoon had 
been booked for a mid November cruise to LHI  
to attend the 13th Classic Australian Barbecue. 
Four more boats were on a waiting list.

Among those cruising out into the Tasman with 
more than barbecued fish on their mind were  
the skippers of three Squadron classic wooden 
boats: Nigel Stoke with Fidelis – 61ft, Philip 
Brown with Anitra V – 38 ft, and Ian Hansen  
with Smokey Cape – 24ft. 

Whilst the average age of the four crew on Anitra 
V was 63 years, Ian Hansen’s crewman Peter 
Mounsey is 87, making the average age of the 
two-up crew on Smokey Cape a mere 77 years.  
It was Peter’s 33rd trip to LHI. As well as having 
the oldest average crew age Smokey Cape was 
by far the smallest boat in the group to arrive at 
LHI for the 2015 Barbecue.  

Fidelis crew member Tom Moult created the 2015 
poster, as he has done since Nigel Stoke initiated 
the now famous Ned’s Beach Barbecue on LHI. 
For this 13th year the poster tagline was ‘Very 
lucky for some’ and it proved to be exactly that!

The crew on Anitra V was faced with some issues 
only 14 hours out from Sydney and 10 miles east 
of Newcastle. Upon starting the engine to charge 
the batteries after a night of windward sailing up 
from Sydney, the 50 year old Perkins diesel blew 
up – literally – making a cloud of black smoke and 

over-revving before finally stopping. A sat-phone 
call to Scott Griffith at Victory Marine identified  
a possible cause as being a failed lift pump 
diaphragm but it could also have resulted in  
major engine damage. We could not determine 
the extent of the problem at sea.

Sailing for Newcastle and arranging a tow into  
the harbour or sailing back to Sydney in the  
light Nor’easter were both possibilities – dismal 
options quickly and unanimously dismissed by 
the crew. The remaining alternative was to sail on 
to LHI, arrange a tow into and out of the lagoon 
and fix the engine when the boat finally returned 
to Sydney. With a sat-phone and a solar panel  
on board this was possible. Very lucky for some! 

The trip out was sailed into Nor’easters of varying 
strength and with mostly adverse current so it 
was a slow passage but Anitra V made it to LHI  
in just under five days. A squally rain storm of  
30+ kts on the third night blew out the previously 
repaired No. 3 headsail. As forecast by Clive 
Wilson during a sat-phone call in the afternoon  
of the fourth day, a wind change from NE to NW 
later that night meant that the line course for the 
island could be sailed close hauled. That was a 
relief. The cloud covered peaks of Mts Lidgebird 
and Gower came into view on the fifth morning  
at sea about 30 miles off – always a great sight. 

Within ten minutes of sighting the island a tropical 
bird with a wonderfully long red tail feather circled 
the boat as a welcome. Half an hour later over 
100 dolphins visited us, coming in from every 
direction, putting on a most spectacular display 
leaping from the waves in groups of up to 10. 
Such a display had never been witnessed by  
any member of the crew despite many dolphin 
encounters over many years in many oceans. 
What a Lord Howe welcome! Very lucky for some.

Of the twenty skippers who signalled their 
intention to go out to the Barbecue, eleven  
boats made it to the island; this included the 
three wooden boats from RSYS. However initially 
it seemed not so lucky for some others who  
did not make it. One boat was abandoned,  
two boats turned back and six others did not 
manage to leave their home port. 

Not so lucky was John Morcomb who with  
his seasick crew was rescued after four 
uncomfortable days at sea by the Police boat 
Nemesis. His yacht Avocet had to be abandoned 
some 170 miles north east of Sydney, still less 
than halfway to the island. The upper section of 

2 Lord Howe Island Cruise for the 
13th Classic Australian Barbecue - 
Very lucky for some!

by Philip Brown



the mast had broken and the engine failed due  
to a fuel blockage. Some weeks later Avocet was 
found drifting in the ocean 30 NM SE of Jervis 
Bay by HMAS Darwin and was towed into Jervis 
Bay – very lucky after all!

When Fidelis arrived at the island, Nigel Stoke 
gave me the news that Scott Griffith of Victory 
Marine had sent out some engine parts for 
Anitra’s Perkins diesel. This was a surprise and 
not arranged with Scott – he sent them ‘on spec’. 
The result was that Gower Wilson was able to fit 
the new lift pump and fix the engine out on the 
lagoon mooring. What a service! We are indeed 
fortunate to have people like Scott offering his 
services at the Squadron. Very lucky for some.

The Barbecue at Ned’s Beach on the afternoon  
of Tuesday 17 November was a great success 
and a memorable occasion. Of course the fresh 
fish cooked on the hotplate by our islander hosts 
was fantastic, and Nigel and Clive Wilson made 
notable speeches to the assembled crowd. Very 
lucky for all.

Fidelis and Smokey Cape departed the lagoon 
the next morning but the return was a different 
journey for each boat. Smokey Cape went south 
reaching before the strengthening Nor‘wester  
and had a five day run to Sydney which included 
facing a big Southerly front. They were forced  
by the conditions to ‘lie-a-hull’ twice on the way 
home for a total of 24 hrs. Fidelis, being much 
bigger, managed the Nor’wester and had a quick 
run back to be in through the Heads less than 

3

half an hour before the forecast Southerly front  
hit Sydney. Very lucky for some.

Anitra V waited at LHI until the Southerly front had 
moved through on Saturday afternoon, skipper 
and crew having visited the very helpful manned 
weather station at the airport to review the four 
day forecast. This also afforded the crew time  
to have an island style holiday after days spent 
getting the batteries and engine back into 
working order. Anitra V departed the island on  
the high tide early Sunday morning and had a 
wonderful reaching run back to Sydney with 
steady Nor’easters from clear skies, sunny days 
and bright moonlit nights. The breeze dropped 
out suddenly at dawn on the last morning when 

Top: Anitra V at LHI 
Lagoon.

Above: Painting of 
Smokey Cape by  
Ian Hansen.
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Fidelis departing 
South Passage.

we were about 17 miles east of Manly, so the 
repaired Perkins motor was called upon to finish 
the trip. 

Anitra V was welcomed into Sydney Harbour 
early in the morning on Wednesday 25 November 
by a fleet of five P&O cruise ships parading in  
line through the Heads, along with attendant 
helicopters, Police boat escorts, Maritime 
Services boats with flashing red and blue strobes 
and many early rising well-wishers in fizz boats. 
Sydney can really turn it on when it comes to a 
harbour welcome. Someone must have been 
listening in on our HF scheds with Dennis Doyle 
on Sextant. Very lucky for some.

The flyer for Nigel Stoke’s presentation to the 
RSYS Cruising Division in January described the 
trip out to Lord Howe Island as ‘not for the faint 

hearted’. This is definitely the case – the boats 
and crews have to be in Cat. 1 condition ready 
for whatever the sea and weather presents  
along the way out to the island. In spite of the 
various surprises and challenges thrown up by 
the Tasman Sea and the boats for the 2015 
Barbecue cruise, the three RSYS classic wooden 
boats ‘made it through’. 

Of course each boat experienced some strong 
winds and rough sea conditions – the distance of 
420 plus miles from Sydney ensures that it is not 
all picnic sailing. However the crew camaraderie, 
the new experiences and resulting stories have all 
been added to the personal log of ocean sailing 
memories for each of us who ventured out to LHI. 
Any takers for the 2016 cruise? 1

Lord Howe Island Cruise 
for the 13th Classic  
Australian Barbecue - 
Very lucky for some!  
Continued



The crew of Hamish Jarrett, Max Hayman and 
Alana Bracken have taken out the 2015 Inter-
national Yngling Australian Championship. 
Second place was AUS45 Gary Wogas with  
team mates Dave Harley and Cameron Sloey. 
Winner of the Sirocco Trophy for the first female 
boat, and third overall, was AUS59 Karyn 
Gojnich, Ruth McCance and Alex Murray.

The International Yngling Australian National 
Championship, sponsored by long-term class 
supporter GILL, was raced on the harbour over a 
three day weekend. The fleet sailed in a variety of 
conditions for the nine race series. The fleet of 14 
boats boasted past national champions, world 
champions, Olympians, as well as some that 
were new to the class, including skipper Sarah 
Leslie on AUS48 Shining Star who was taking  
a break from her Optimist.

Each day presented challenges. On day 1 
pressure was king. With a light, under 10kts, 
Sou’easter, big shifts and big variations in 
pressure made it challenging for both the PRO 
and sailors alike. Over the day the wind direction 
clocked left moving the top of the race course 
underneath Neilson Park headland making it 
something of a lottery getting into and back out 
of the top mark area.

Jarrett Jewellery 
takes the Gold

by Karyn Gojnich

Above: AUS60 
Hamish Jarrett,  
Max Haymen and 
Alana Bracken.

The Yngling fleet 
negotiated light, 
shifty winds and  
busy harbour traffic.

5The only international entry in the fleet, Maarten 
Jamin racing NED335, constantly improved over 
the day as he and his crew Andrew Thompson 
and Alexia Biggs became more comfortable with 
their chartered boat Holly.

Handicap wins for the day went to AUS4 Bryan 
Riddell, Joanne Slater and Dimiter Nedialkov in 
race 1. In race 2 Jan Newland, Warrick Back and 
Olga Skatkova on AUS34 were having a blinder 
and took the win. AUS19 Daniel Marlay, Nicole 
Follington and Fiona Galbraith won race 3.

On day 2 the degree of difficulty stepped up. 
Saturday afternoon is definitely the busiest time 
on Sydney Harbour. Not only did the Yngling fleet 
have to contend with the International Dragons 
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Right from top: Dan 
Marlay with Scratch 
winners, Max Hayman, 
Hamish Jarrett and 
Alana Bracken.

Dan Marlay with 2nd 
on Scratch, Gary 
Wogas, Dave Harley 
and Cameron Sloey. 

Dan Marlay with  
3rd on Scratch and 
winners of the Sirocco 
Trophy, Karyn Gojnich, 
Alex Murray and Ruth 
McCance.

and the Sports Boats that were racing on the 
same course area but the usual Saturday 
afternoon congestion on Sydney Harbour with 
ferries, yachts ranging from 20 footers to 60 
footers, a solid Etchells fleet and a cruise ship  
mid-afternoon played havoc with the Yngling  
one design racing.

In race 4 the all-girl crew on AUS28 of Thalia 
Voarino, Jo van Hagen, Sarah Dawes and Lovelle 
D’Souza were crossing tacks with the leaders 
and rounded the first mark in third place before 
coming to grief and shredding their spinnaker 
downwind. Luckily the girls were thinking ahead 
and carried a spare. A large outgoing tide helped 
the boats that opted for a right hand side of the 
course strategy vs the left hand side of the 
course breeze angle.

Race 5 was delayed to allow a large cruise ship 
to come into the Harbour. AUS59 led around the 
first lap but was then distracted by the Etchells 
fleet coming down wind, failed to keep a tight 
cover on AUS60, allowing them to get to the 
starboard hand advantage and lead into the top 
mark for the last down wind leg and the race win. 
AUS27 Callum Thompson, Chris Pearson and 
Beckie Pearson took the handicap win in both 
race 4 and 5.

In Race 6 AUS45 enjoyed the increased pressure 
and led from start to finish. As overall points were 
close, AUS60 chose to stay close to AUS59 
rather than tackle AUS45 and NED355 working 
the right hand side. Only seconds separated 
second, third and fourth at the finish. The 
handicap win for the race went to AUS4.

On day 3 the summer Nor’easter was in with the 
breeze at 050, 045 and 045 for races 7, 8 and 9 
respectively, building from 15 to 20kts later in the 
afternoon. AUS45 had a solid day with a 2, 3, 1 
to close the points gap and move into second 
overall.

Race 8 saw Laser sailor-cum-new Yngling  
owner Elyse Guerara Rattray sailing AUS47 with 
Kat Wotherspoon and Philip Dohna take the 
handicap win.

In Race 9 the obstacles on the Harbour were 
now the flying 18 foot skiffs. With the breeze up  
it took its toll on the fleet. 

Overall it was a great three days of close racing 
to decide the ultimate placings on the podium.  

Results:

Handicap

1st  AUS4  
Bryan Riddell, Joanne Slater, Dimiter Nedialkov

2nd AUS19  
Daniel Marlay, Nicole Follington, Fiona Galbraith

3rd  AUS27  
Chris Pearson, Callum Thompson, Beckie Pearson

Scratch

1st  AUS60  
Hamish Jarrett, Max Hayman, Alana Bracken

2nd AUS45 
Gary Wogas, Dave Harley, Cameron Sloey

3rd  AUS59 
Karyn Gojnich, Ruth McCance, Alex Murray

Yngling Masterclass
Members of the Yngling class have taken 
advantage of three times Yngling World 
Champion Maarten Jamin visiting Australia. 
Maarten has been sharing with the Sydney  
fleet his knowledge on Yngling tuning and  
his experience of campaigning. The Yngling 
masterclass has also involved some on-water 
sessions refining boat handling skills. 1

Jarrett Jewellery takes 
the Gold, Continued



RSYS lost one of its proudest Members in early 
January: my father, Bob Oatley AO BEM, aged 
87. It was his great passion for sailing and the 
admiration he held for the Squadron that led to 
him joining the Club in 1967. 

Dad was born in Mosman on 11 June, 1928 and 
educated locally. His mother passed away when 
he was one year old. 

His love of sailing started at a very young age. 
His first sailboat was a flimsy, canvas-covered 
sailing canoe he bought for two shillings and 
sixpence as an 11 year old. He left school aged 
15 and started work as an office messenger boy 
in the city, filling inkwells and running errands. 
During his teenage years he raced 12ft skiffs on 
Middle Harbour and was a founder of Balmoral 
Sailing Club.

Dad married a Mosman lass, Rosemary Bray, 
when aged 22. They had three children Ian,  
Ros and me. Our family home was in Mosman, 
overlooking Middle Harbour. 

His first boss, Mr R.A. Colyer, of the trading 
company Colyer Watson, saw Dad’s potential in 
business not long after he joined the company, 
so much so that he can be credited with being 
the man who propelled him into a successful 
commercial career. Dad became a partner in the 
Colyer coffee company, based in New Guinea, 
aged 34, and took full control (with Mr Colyer’s 
assistance) in 1969. When Dad sold that 
company to the PNG government in the 1970s,  
it was generating 65% of New Guinea’s gross 

Robert ‘Bob’ Oatley

by Sandy Oatley

7national product. He continued to manage the 
company for a decade, and in 1985 he received 
the British Empire Medal in recognition of his 
contribution to New Guinea’s economy.

From that time Dad began building a diverse 
family business in Australia, starting with the 
Rosemount wine label. Today the company runs 
vineyards, wineries and cattle stations, through  
to thoroughbred horses and luxury tourism at 
Hamilton Island, on the Great Barrier Reef. Out-
side of business Dad was well-recognised as a 
generous philanthropist who supported Australian 
Olympic activities, medical research and the Arts. 

Sadly, our mother passed away at a relatively 
young age. In December 1982 Dad married  
Val Street. They remained steadfast to the end. 

Dad proved two things in business: that success 
was all about timing, and that it paid to have  
a sixth sense when it came to considering 
opportunities. 

He held a similar approach to his favourite 
pastime, sailing. It seems fitting that his last 
yacht, the 30 metre Supermaxi, Wild Oats XI, 
stands today as the most successful yacht  
ever to have contested the Sydney to Hobart  
race. Part of the reason for this success can be 
attributed to him being the man responsible for 
the introduction of the canting keel concept to 
international Grand Prix level ocean racing. 

Dad was appointed an Officer of the Order of 
Australia (AO) in the Australia Day Honours List  
in 2014 for his contributions to business and the 
community in general.

It was most fitting that our family held Dad’s 
memorial service at Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron. More than 500 people from across 
Australia and overseas were present. It was a 
very moving and fitting ceremony that concluded 
in the most appropriate way: eight bells were 
sounded – the signal that a sailor had ended  
his watch. 1

Bob Oatley at his 
Chardonnay Park 
Vineyards, Mudgee.  

Bob Oatley on  
Wild Oats.
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Raft-up at Collins Beach,  
5-6 December 2015
Our pre-Christmas weekend raft-up was very  
well attended by eight boats: Saliere, David  
and Sarah Salt; Rapunzel, Richard and Sandy 
Lawson; Matang, Rob and Fran Hardy; Wine 
Dark Sea, Pete Lowndes and Sarah Goddard 
Jones; Hot Chilli, Alan and Linda Cox; Brian and 
Muffy McKean with their new (for them) Beneteau 
36.7. We also warmly welcomed newcomers 
Avanti, Chris and Maggie Bolton and Felixette, 
Michael and Jane Leslie. 

The Saturday afternoon get together was the 
highlight of the weekend, with Sandy's icebreaker 
over drinks which included the question ‘where 
did you originate and how did you meet your 
partner?’ a terrific success in bringing everyone 
together very quickly in a very funny and 
enjoyable exchange.

The planned Sunday lunch had to be abandoned 
as the Q Station restaurant had no available 
seating for us. The chosen alternative was to 
meet on Store Beach at 1100hrs to enjoy a 
picnic together... and as often is the case, plan B 
was a great alternative. Another highly successful  
raft-up.

Raft-up at Old Animal Quarantine 
Station, Abbotsford, 23-24 January 
Four boats participated: Rapunzel, Matang, 
Saliere and Magnificat, and with eight people,  
we had an enjoyable 24 hours. 

This anchorage was a real surprise, as we 
thought we knew Sydney Harbour reasonably 
well. The anchorage was in relatively shallow 
water which was beautifully protected from the 
Sou'easter and Nor'easters which prevailed 
throughout the weekend. 

Cruising News 

by Richard Lawson, 
John Hancox, Jeremy 
Gormly

Centre right: The 
development in the 
Cabarita area.

Far right: Note the 
grease proof paper on 
the hot plate – leaves 
the hot plate totally 
clean after cooking, no 
cleaning up at the end!

Right from the left: 
John and Robbie 
Hancox, Sarah and 
David Salt, Fran and 
Rob Hardy, Richard 
(not pictured) and 
Sandy Lawson.
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We went ashore at the old quarantine station site 
and enjoyed a barbecue at the excellent public 
facilities which included electric BBQs and a 
large pavilion area with good tables and seating. 
It also had the attraction, for those who stayed 
on, of a very pleasant walking area around the 
waterfront and through the streets of Abottsford.

Nigel Stoke presentation, 27 January

Nigel Stoke spoke to a large crowd (80 people!) 
of RSYS cruising enthusiasts about sailing his 
beautiful yacht Fidelis to Lord Howe Island. 

He was well qualified, having sailed the route  
for more than 13 years. He spoke wonderfully, 
supported by charts, videos, photos and stories. 
We all got a real feel for what it was like to  
sail to LHI and go to the famous Ned’s Beach 
Barbecue. There was very funny film of Nigel’s 
happy working crews and of their daily activities 
for the three to four days of the trip. There were 
dolphins playing around the bow and footage of 
all forms of weather from sparkling days to heavy 
conditions. He told us about planning, safety, 
navigation, the sailing itself and the arrival at the 

Below: Nigel with one 
of the many charts in 
his presentation and  
a Plan of Safety Gear, 
part of an array of 
on-board documents.

lagoon at LHI. He made the roughly 400 NM trip 
sound like something we could all do on a well-
planned, well prepared Cat 1 boat. 

At the back of the room he had generously laid 
out an array of his on-board documents, including 
pre-trip preparation lists, safety and communicat-
ion procedures, charts of the layout of the boat, 
a map of through hull fittings and valves and 
numerous other useful documents. On the walls 
were the famous LHI Barbecue posters that are 
forming part of Sydney sailing history. 

It was an amusing, informative and very well 
attended night. Impossible to hear it and not 
think about doing it! 1
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Opti Nationals by Paul Davison

This year the Opti Nationals were held at Georges 
River Sailing Club. Most of us had sailed there 
before and once again conditions were variable. 
The first three days were really horrible with rain 
and wind squalls. Visibility was bad and we could 
not see the marks! Carl who sailed in the Open 
Fleet had to sail more races in these conditions 
as their wind limit is higher. Then the sun came 
out and the wind dropped. We learned how to be 
patient waiting for the AP flag to be taken down. 
It also gave us a chance to hang out together 
which was fun. The final races were in light but 
good winds. As they said at the prize giving,  
there was something for everyone!

The regatta was great fun, especially as several 
Club Members attended and we got to know 
each other better. We all learnt more from racing 
in a bigger fleet. 

Well done to the sailors: Carl (Open), Sarah, 
Gretel, Paul, AJ and Rachel (Intermediate) and 
Isobel (Green.) Special congratulations to AJ  
who won a medal for coming fifth in the 
Intermediate Fleet.

Thank you to Josh Chant for coaching us, and  
to our parents for supporting us.

Thanks also to Melissa Williams-Brown who  
went out there in all conditions and took some 
incredible photos.

ISAF Sail Melbourne by Henry Davison
As we drove to Melbourne, Laser in tow, I had 
plenty of time to think about my goals. This is the 
second time I have competed in Sail Melbourne. 
There were four 4.7 Lasers from NSW and the 
group was dominated by QLD, VIC, WA and  
even TAS.

Day 1: 2 races – Good start but quickly realised 
the racing was very tough. I capsized and 
returned with a very bent mast!

Day 2: 1 race because the expected front with 
very strong winds arrived on time. Every boat  
was out there and sailing back in 44kt winds was 
AWESOME. As I came in, there were several 
dinghies minus sailors but all returned safely back 
to shore. Mum said I had a big grin! Even better, 
no gear damage.

Day 3: A bit quieter with moderate winds. I made 
a good effort to keep up but if you go the wrong 
way, you pay!

Right: from left to 
right, Gretel Payne, 
Rachel Herron,  
AJ Whitnall, Paul 
Davison, Carl Hansen 
and Sarah Leslie.

Photographer 
Melissa Willians-
Brown.

Right: Carl Hansen 
(centre).

Below: Paul Davison.

Photographer 
Melissa Willians-
Brown.
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Laser Nationals by Maddie O’Shea

The Australian Laser Championship was held  
at Belmont Sailing Club on Lake Macquarie. 
RSYS had five sailors competing: Oscar Hansen 
and Leo Mcallister in the Radial Fleet and Adam 
Swiderski, Henry Davison and myself in the 4.7 
Fleet.

The conditions for the regatta were mixed and it 
was very exciting to be hanging out with the likes 
of Tom Burton (hopefully the gold medalist in Rio).  
Sailing against some of the best Laser sailors  
was fantastic fun and certainly challenging. We  
all came away excited about the next regatta and 
with a long list of things to work on. A big thanks 
to Klade whose coaching was awesome.

ISAF Sail Melbourne.

Photographer  
Kim Davison.

Laser Nationals held 
at Belmont Sailing 
Club.

Photographer  
Kim Davison.

Day 4: Would have been nice if they had put  
the time change on the website as well as the 
noticeboard. The race was set two hours earlier. 
Several sailors were caught out which wasn’t a 
good way to start the day. To top it off the focus 
(quite rightly) was on the world class racing held 
in front of the foreshore for medal races. This 
meant we had 420 sailors on our course, no Jury 
boat and general chaos. However the Olympic 
class racing provided a spectacular event, which 
we did not get to watch but would have loved to.

To summarise, a big thank you to Mum and Dad 
for taking me and replacing my bent top mast  
so I could keep racing, and to my brother Paul 
who wished he took the Opti. Sail Melbourne  
is such a fun event and being surrounded by 
Olympic sailors creates a real buzz. Would love  
to see more RSYS entries next year!



12 Youth News  
Continued

Youth Sailing Camp by Oskar Hansen 
and Madi Kornman

Following the Youth Nationals, over 30 sailors 
from the club travelled to Lake Macquarie for  
the Annual RSYS Youth Sailing Camp. The camp 
was a great experience for both the younger  
Opti and more experienced Laser sailors. Mixed 
teams allowed for both healthy competition and 
bonding between classes while developing our 
skills on the water. 

Australian Youth Championship  
by Oskar Hansen

During the summer holidays, three Laser 4.7 and 
two Laser Radial sailors from RSYS ventured to 
Woollahra Sailing Club for the Australian Youth 
Championship. With over 310 boats, comprising 
42 4.7’s and 45 Laser Radials, the competition 
was expected to be tough. 

Over the four day event we experienced a range 
of conditions from honking sea breezes to light 
drifting races. We even had a day with the wind 
coming from the South-East which resulted in 
Shark Island being in the middle of the race 
course. 

The event delivered opportunities for a lot of 
improvements and also fun experiences for all  
the sailors. Leopold McAllister finished a great 
22nd place in the Laser 4.7 followed by Henry 
Davison and Maddie O’Shea and they all had 
some cracking races to finish inside the top 20. 

In the Radial Fleet, Oskar started the regatta well, 
coming fourth overall after day one and was in 
podium contention until the final two days of the 
regatta. Oskar lead to the top mark in five of the 
ten races but was never able to win a single race, 
which was disappointing. Madi Kornman, who 
also sailed the Laser Radial, had a solid improved 
performance and finished 43rd overall. 

The Squadron Laser Squad now seeks to improve 
over winter and even has plans for international 
sailing. The squad looks to experience many 
more wonderful adventures and a number are 
already preparing for the trip down to Adelaide  
for next year’s Nationals. 

YNSW Sail Sydney by Alex Rozenauers

Sixteen Squadron Youth sailors took part in the 
annual Sail Sydney regatta hosted by Woollahra 
Sailing Club between 17-20 December 2015. 

The regatta was a great week which tested 
everyone’s skills in the challenging conditions  
that Rose Bay and the Heads provided. The 
Laser Radial and 4.7 class consisted of a 67 
strong fleet with both interstate and four inter-
national entries. The regatta provided testing 
competition from start to finish, allowing all  
sailors to improve their tactics and strategies  
both on and off water. 

Throughout the competition a stable Northerly 
wind allowed quick, intense races to take place. 
However the large number of ferries and yachts, 
as well as the Sow and Pigs reef, proved to be 
more challenging for Squadron sailors who were 
not so used to other vessels and obstacles on 
the race course.

Conor Nicholas from Freemantle Sailing Club  
was the Laser Radial Champion and Oskar 
Hansen achieved the best Squadron Laser  
result finishing 12th overall. Our thanks go to  
the RSYS coaches and to Woollahra Sailing  
Club for hosting the event.

Laser States by Henry Davison

The NSW/ACT Laser State Championship was 
held at Wangi Wangi Amateur Sailing Club. After 
a very wet drive there, we were greeted with mud!  
A new look for sailors – mud on the back of legs 
from the thong splash.

Day 1: The wind was light and shifty and was a 
challenge for all. 

Day 2: The wind was more blustery with some 
fun, fast legs and we were able to get good pace 
on the reach.

Sailing at events like this is a great experience 
and it was very beneficial having a support coach.  
Personally, I gain more race experience by sailing 
against greater numbers of 4.7s, which in turn is 
more challenging for me. It gives me an idea of 
future training goals to achieve further successful 
sailing. I encourage all Youth Sailors to attend as 
many regattas as they can, it’s great fun! 
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The Youth Summer 
Camp involved boys 
and girls aged 8-16  
for a week’s sailing 
training and fun on 
Lake Macquarie.

Photographer  
Sophie Hunt.

Every morning, sailors woke up to a fun early 
exercise at 0700 hrs to start the day, which 
included a run, a yoga session and ball sports. 
Following the morning activity, we had breakfast 
and then team briefings led by the Assistant 
Instructors. After the morning sail, sailors came 
ashore for a delicious and well-deserved lunch 
made by the wonderful camp parents. After 
lunch, sailors went straight back on the water for 
another sail, for sessions based on boat handling 
or skill development, as well as games to keep  
us all entertained. Following the afternoon sail, 
everyone had free time which allowed for many 
laughs. Some sailors chose to go straight back 
on the water for some not-so-serious racing or a 
play around on the ‘toys’ including wind surfers, 
kayaks and stand up paddle boards.

Following a long day on the water and free time, 
everyone gathered for a hot dinner prepared by 
the camp parents. Next was night activities run 
by the Assistant Instructors which differed every 
night. ‘Sing Star’, movies and a pool party were 
just a few activities everyone enjoyed after a day’s 
sailing. Some highlights for the week were the 
much anticipated annual Squaddie Open Tennis 
Tournament and Youth Picnic Sail. 

Oskar Hansen commented: ‘A highlight for me  
at camp was the overall happiness and team 
spirit shown by the sailors. The first morning run 
at camp was a great example of this as all the 
Optimist sailors helped each other get through 
the strenuous two KM run. Additionally the 
sportsmanship shown by the Laser sailors was 
great, as they passed on their knowledge of 
sailing to the less experienced sailors.’ 

We would like to thank the coaches, camp 
parents, Point Wolstoncroft for hosting the camp, 
and everyone who helped out with the Annual 
RSYS Youth Sailing Camp – without their help  
it would never have been possible. 1
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White Island, always 
in a cloud of white 
steam.

Before embarking in Auckland we had a very 
enjoyable day with a former crew member and 
very keen sailor looking round Auckland Harbour 
and visiting our sister club, the Royal New 
Zealand Yacht Club.

Our first stop was at White Island in the Bay of 
Plenty, a very exciting island as it is an active 
volcano. James Cook discovered it in 1769 and 
so named it because it was always in a cloud  
of white steam. We walked to the crater, past 
heaps of sulphur, which was mined until 1914. 
We had to wear hard hats and gas masks. 

On the second day we anchored off Napier,  
a World Heritage Site. Napier was rebuilt in  
Art Deco style after it was destroyed by an 
earthquake in 1931. We took a bus to Cape 
Kidnappers to see the huge gannet population 
nesting close together next to a famous golf 
course – it was incredible! Every day we 
exclaimed at the numbers of other sea birds, 
especially albatross. 

Then on to the Chatham Islands, a group of 
about 10 islands; it took a day at sea to get 
there. They were discovered in 1791 by the 
English ship of the same name and have  
been settled since then by sealers, whalers  
and farmers who integrated with the original 
inhabitants called Moriori. It is a popular tourist 
destination also, with air access, car hire and 
good accommodation and activities. Only  
two islands are inhabited: Chatham Island  
and Pitt Island. We did a bus tour on the main  
island before returning to the ship to celebrate 
Christmas Eve and then sailing on to Pitt Island 
for Christmas Day and a lovely guided walk there.

Bounty Islands next: 13 small uninhabited granite 
islets, discovered by Captain Bligh in 1788, just 
months before the infamous mutiny. We could 
only cruise round these islands. 

What a great way to enjoy Christmas and New 
Year! We were on a luxurious, comfortable ship, 
with only 42 passengers and 94 crew and staff 
and very good weather – the best ever, we were 
told, for these southern latitudes. This was an 
expedition: every day was ’full on’, with zodiac 
explorations and landings on remote islands, 
many of them wet landings, so gum boots and 
wet gear were necessary. As well we had daily 
lectures from our eight very experienced and 
qualified lecturers who were also our zodiac 
drivers and guides on walks. 

Sub-Antarctic Islands 
expedition - Silver Discoverer 
20 Dec 2015 - 3 Jan 2016

by Judy and John Waring

Far right: Heaps of 
sulphur on our way 
to the crater on 
White Island.



Top left: Erect-crested 
penguins.

Left: On our way to 
Campbell Island.

Below left: Auckland 
Islands.

Below: Dusky Sound.
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The Antipodes Islands are also inhospitable 
volcanic islands, so named because they lie  
near to the antipodes of London. We were able 
to have two long zodiac cruises there, seeing 
numerous birds and erect-crested penguins.

We spent another day at sea to reach Campbell 
Island. We were required to have biosecurity 
checks and had to have all our gear examined 
for seeds and debris in pockets before we could 
go ashore the following day, as they are very 
determined to prevent the introduction of any 
pests. Campbell Island was discovered in 1810 
by a ship owned by the Sydney based company 
Campbell and Co. It became a seal hunting base 
until they were almost eradicated in about 1815. 

In 1874 a French scientific expedition came  
to view the transit of Venus. It then became a 
pastoral lease, but later all sheep and introduced 
animals were removed. In December 2010, to 
mark the 200th anniversary of its discovery,  
the Campbell Island Bicentennial Expedition 
undertook the world’s largest rat eradication 
programme to enable recovery of endemic flora 
and fauna. We did long, interesting walks there. 

The Auckland Islands are another extinct  
volcanic uninhabited archipelago, named in 
1806. Goats were introduced to serve as food 
for castaway sailors, but an eradication operation 
was completed by 1992. Eight known ships have 
been wrecked around the unforgiving shores.  
We anchored off Enderby Island and did long 
walks to find endemic birds and yellow-eyed 
penguins and a large NZ sea lion colony, and 
also a walk in Port Ross with an interesting 
dense forest of Rata trees.

Next the Snares Islands, so named by Captain 
Vancouver in 1791 because he considered them 
a shipping hazard with their numerous under-
water pinnacles snaring many ships. They were 
unaffected by the whaling and sealing industry, 
so remained pristine. Shearwaters, petrels and 
crested penguins are all abundant, as well as 
prions, skuas and pigeons. We cruised around 
these islands and then the Solander Islands 
before enjoying New Year’s Eve festivities which 
included a wonderful crew show and even a 
show put on by our lecturers. So everyone, 
passengers, staff and crew all celebrated and 
welcomed in 2016 together.

New Year’s Day was spent in Dusky Sound in 
NZ’s Fiordland, a majestic area untouched and 
seldom visited by tourists. The highlight was 
landing at Astronomer’s Point for an historic walk 
to where a temporary observatory was set up 
during Captain Cook’s second voyage in 1773  
to use traditional navigation to test the accuracy 
with the new chronometers. New Zealand 
became the most accurately located place on 
the globe at that time.

Our final stops were at Stewart Island and Ulva 
Island for walks. We were back to civilisation!  
We sailed on to Dunedin and disembarkation.

Overall we made many like-minded friends  
from several countries over the exceptional 
multicourse dinners with sommelier-selected 
wines and the interpretive expeditions with 
international experts. An unusual but very 
memorable holiday. 1
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This year’s start to the Rolex Sydney Hobart was 
really hectic. Balance is a TP52, so we, along 
with nine other TP’s, were the little boats on the 
front line. Given the power and speed of a TP 
this felt a little odd, but the hundred footers really 
are from another planet.

Getting a decent start in a 600 mile plus race  
is not a big deal but it is critical to get out to  
sea in one piece. I am too busy steering to be 
sightseeing, and we are very aware that other 
steerers, tacticians and trimmers are in a high 
state of anxiety, so as usual we just tried to avoid 
getting stuck in a block of boats and tacked to 
the eastern side when we saw a gap.

As we tacked my tactician, Mike ‘Greenie’ Green, 
said ‘Don’t look!’ I was not sure what that was 
about until I heard the terrible noise of carbon 
being destroyed. Cougar, one of the TP’s on 
port, was crushed by Lupa of London. Thankfully, 
no one was hurt but both boats retired. We 
rounded the sea mark second of the TP’s. Kite 
up and we had a very happy trundle downwind 
with boat speeds of 14 to 18 kts in a nice 20 kt 
Nor’easter. 

Now the big decision. Our routing software was 
keen to go out to sea for eight hours before  
the front and pick up the Southerly current. But 
surviving night one was our goal. We gybed back 
in after four hours and ran towards the coast.  
We believed better sea conditions and a bit of 
west in the Southerly would be found in close.

I am not a believer in heroics as you approach  
a Southerly, at night, gusting to 50 kts, so we 

2015 Sydney Hobart 
– Balance

by Paul Clitheroe

had the No. 4 headsail up inside our kite and  
two reefs in the main, as the stars in front of us 
rapidly disappeared. A few minutes of dropping 
breeze was a simple signal. Down kite, 
everything stowed and shipshape and into the 
gale we went at around 2100 hrs. 

There was a bit of west as we went behind 
Montague Island, but the wind was really 
screaming, no visibility, bar lightning and really 
nasty breaking seas. After 14 hours of banging 
and crashing, the wind started to abate. Problem 
here was the main had shredded below reef two 
in the gale and in lighter wind we needed all of  
it. So out came the metres of sticky back and 
after an hour of cut and paste, the main, despite 
looking pretty grim, was up again. We just had to 
hope it would hold together. We were not overly 
surprised to hear on the sched that 32 boats  
had retired; it was a bad night. 

The rest of the race was fairly normal for a 
Hobart: a big swell, a couple of smaller fronts 
and many sail changes. With no head, no galley 
and no running water, a TP is a truly horrible 
ocean boat. But we can boil water and from  
time to time dreadful dehydrated food appeared. 
My crew claimed the dehydrated apple pie was 
great. They were sadly mistaken, and I worried 
scurvy or something nasty was setting in.

As we moved into the late morning on day three, 
Tasman Light appeared and it was not blowing  
a hurricane, which is unusual. As we popped 
around the corner into Storm Bay, a very nice 
little 20 kt Southerly picked us up. Up went  
the huge masthead code zero, and in one of  
the best moments I have ever had in a Hobart, 
we cruised across Storm Bay with 12 to 18 kts  
of boat speed. This continued all the way up  
the Derwent and we crossed the line at a very 
pleasant time of day, 1500 hrs on 30 December, 
in three days, three hours and 50 minutes, 
finishing seventh on line honours.

A real highlight was thousands of folk at the 
Taste of Tasmania standing to hoot and holler  
as we took a lap along the dock. That was a 
moment I will never forget. We pulled into our 
pen to find we were leading on IRC, but with  
70 or so boats to come, there was much  
waiting to do.

All I needed after a rough Hobart was a night  
at the pub and many rums, but so it became.  
By dawn Teasing Machine was still in the 
Derwent, so there was only one threat left, 
Azzuro QuickPoint. Another long night, but  
as usual the wind in the Derwent shut down,  
and at 0443 hours we were finally able to raise  
a glass to a win in the Rolex Sydney Hobart. 
From there it was a blur of presentations,  
media interviews and yes, more rum.

We are so honoured to win this iconic event  
and to be proudly carrying RSYS and CYCA  
on our transom. 1

Paul Clitheroe with 
the Tattersall’s Cup.

Photographer Crosbie 
Lorimer.

Repairs in place, the 
Balance crew out on 
the rail as they head 
up the Derwent.

Photographer  
Rolex/Kurt Arrigo.



King Billy’s  
Hobart Campaign

by Phillip Bennett, Bill Wright 
and Richard Brown

King Billy.

Photographer  
Crosbie Lorimer.
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King Billy, owned by RSYS Member Phil Bennett, 
is a John King designed masthead 38 footer of 
seven and a half tonnes and well suited to heavy 
upwind conditions. The boat is constructed from 
King William pine from Tasmania – hence the 
name King Billy. She was well prepared for the 
2015 Hobart race after her experience in the 
infamous 1998 race. Andrew Hay from Northside 
Shipwrights had the job of preparation project 
manager. The work included removal and x-ray 
of the rudder, all new running gear, new sails and 
installation of a Sailor Satellite navigation system.

The start was very congested with choppy water, 
and we had to avoid collisions on three occasions 
when other boats did not give way. We cleared 
the Heads without incident, whilst some were 
involved in collisions resulting in their retirement 
before the first hour had elapsed.

After rounding the outer mark we set the 
spinnaker and headed south in a 20-25 kt 
Nor‘easter and made good progress all that 
afternoon achieving speeds of around 10-12 kts. 
The sailing was fabulous with a full main, filled 
spinnaker, riding the waves and the crew ‘down 
the back’.

The main talk on board was the timing of the 
Southerly due sometime that night. Forecast at 
30-40 kts we had to plan and be ready for its 
arrival. Navigator Phil Bennett was monitoring 
weather observations at Nowra and Jervis Bay 
and suggested reducing sail at around 0130 hrs. 
We dropped the spinnaker, put in the first reef 
and went straight to a No. 4 headsail.

We could see a menacing, low, black cloud 
approaching us and at around 0200 hrs it hit 
at 35-40 kts with heavy rain. It all but knocked 
the boat flat with the initial ‘blast’. We are sure 
the decision to go down to the No. 4 and reef 
early saved any damage. Phil Bennett however 
was thrown against a bulkhead resulting in a 
torn muscle and severe bruising. He decided to 
continue after ascertaining there were no broken 
bones. King Billy settled down to the challenge  
of 30-35 kts on the nose, two-three metre seas 
and the horrendous ‘thud’ sound when falling 
off waves that night and the following day. The 
conditions made most of the crew ill for a time, 
and difficult steering meant constant helms-
person rotations, but everyone backed up and  

we ploughed on southwards. The Southerly 
resulted in thirty boats retiring on the second  
day with hull and gear damage.

The next day we found ourselves first on 
handicap in all divisions for a few hours and a 
further day of the Southerly would have helped 
our cause. On entering Bass Strait the wind 
moved to the west-northwest, lightened to 
5-10 kts and initially we were unable to find any 
favourable current. Down the Tasmanian coast 
the next day the Nor’wester strengthened to  
20-25 kts and King Billy was again surfing  
with a spinnaker at 10-12 kts. At one stage we 
were fourth overall on handicap and hopeful of a 
good result. Our near disaster was a spinnaker 
wrap, which was eventually rectified without 
anyone going up the mast to cut it away.

We hadn’t seen a single boat after the first 
day but the approach to Tasman Light on 
the last afternoon was a convergence zone. 
After rounding the Light the Nor‘wester eased 
to virtually nothing and we spent two hours 
becalmed. Thankfully it then strengthened to  
5-8 kts after sunset, and we spent the night 
racing Azzura, Patrice and two of the Clipper 
boats to the finish at Battery Point; that took 
eleven hours. 

We finished 14th on handicap and second in the 
Corinthian division. It was a great result in what 
could be King Billy’s last major ocean race. 1



18 Consistency the key for  
King in Etchells Milson  
Silver Goblets Win 

by Mike Tyquin

A late afternoon thunderstorm and a mid-week 
post regatta protest hearing lead to a dramatic 
and prolonged climax to the Etchells Milson  
Silver Goblets conducted on Sydney Harbour.

Four days after racing finished on Saturday 30 
January, Sydney 2000 Olympic Gold Medallist 
and 2012 Etchells World Champion Tom King 
was confirmed as winner of the regatta following 
the completion of a protest hearing that resulted 
in the disqualification of provisional winner Peter 
Merrington.

Only five of six scheduled races were able to be 
completed, with Saturday’s final race abandoned 
in the face of a severe thunderstorm, meaning no 
discards would be permitted and all races were 
to count. Peter Merrington aboard Top 40 was 
the provisional points leader, however his race  
3 result from Friday was subject to protest due  
to an incident with a boat from another racing 
division.

Merrington’s appearance before the panel was 
ultimately to no avail, and having to carry the 
resultant DSQ knocked him from contention, 
meaning that King, with his fellow Etchells World 
Champion crew David Edwards and Ivan Wheen, 
joined for this regatta by Greg O’Shea, were  
the winners. They had sailed exceptionally 
consistently for just 19 points over the five  
races in variable conditions.

The 32 boat fleet enjoyed Sydney Harbour at its 
very best, with fantastic sailing conditions on the 
first two days. Race 1 was sailed in a 18-20 kt 
Nor’easter with Doug McGain (Ciao) grabbing  

an early lead and holding off David Chapman 
(Foolhardy) for the win, with Grant Crowle  
(The Hole Way) in third. 

The following day Race 2 was sailed in a 12- 
15 kt Nor’easter with Tom King and Rob Weir 
(Shindig) having the best starts and leading  
the fleet left on the charge to Bradleys Head. 
Michael Coxon with Iain Murray aboard Northern 
Havoc and Mick O’Brien (replacing Doug McGain 
on Ciao) however made the most of better 
conditions on the right to round first and second 
and remain in that order all race. King and Weir 
managed to step away from the fleet with Weir 
gaining the upper hand at the finish to take third.

Friday’s Race 3 proved to be the decisive race  
of the regatta and was sailed in light easterly 
conditions with the RO setting a 1.5 mile leg 
length and three legs to be sailed. Within minutes 
of starting, the fleet separation was enormous, 
with boats able to find localised pressure making 
huge distance up the course. At the top mark, 
defending Goblets Champion Jeanne-Claude 
Strong (Yandoo) lead Nick Kingsmill (Vincero) and 
Christian Brook (Umami), with only Merrington of 
the regatta favourites in touch with the leaders. 
By the bottom mark, a group that included 
Richard Hammond (Alchemist), Bruce Ferguson 
(Whisper) and Rob Weir had closed in on the 
leaders. However it was King who made the big 
move on the final leg to finish fourth behind race 
winner Strong, with Merrington in second and 
Brook third. Merrington’s first beat incident with  
a boat from another race and a 27th for Coxon 
would ultimately prove costly for both.

The fleet left the dock on Saturday morning with 
six boats in contention. King and Merrington  
had the most consistent scorecards, albeit with 
Merrington’s race 3 result subject to protest. Rob 
Weir on Shindig had top 10 finishes in all three 
races. Meanwhile Coxon, Crowle and McGain/
O’Brien had no margin for error after poor results 
in Friday’s race 3.

Race 4 started in a light but building sou’easter, 
with Coxon, King, Merrington and Weir clearing 
out to lead the fleet clearly by the top mark. 
Coxon and Weir’s decisions to gybe at the top 
mark proved critical as they built healthy leads  
by the bottom mark, with Coxon going to take  
a comfortable win, while Weir continued a great 
regatta for second. Michael Stovin-Bradford 
(Touch Pause Engage) finished third just ahead  
of King and Merrington in fourth and fifth.

Tom King on helm, 
David Edwards,  
Greg O’Shea and  
Ivan Wheen.

Photo Kylie Wilson.
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Slightly fresher conditions for race 5 saw  
King and Merrington have great starts and 
demonstrate why they were the regatta leaders. 
They went on to finish the race in that order. 
Coxon was third and Weir fought back from  
a poor start for tenth.

With a storm warning in place, the RO 
abandoned the final race, and on returning to 
dock with all races to count, Merrington was 
provisionally on 18 points, one point in front of 
King. Weir’s consistency with all top 10 results 
had him third on 31 points, and Coxon having to 
carry a 28th from Friday’s race 3 was fourth on 
36. The subsequent disqualification of Merrington 
elevated King to the win and Weir and Coxon to 
second and third.

It was a great return to Etchells for King and his 
crew who, having chartered their 2012 World 
Championship winning boat back from Martin Hill, 
and despite very little Etchells sailing in the last 
year, stamped their class for a clear win. King, 
Edwards and Wheen are hopeful of having a new 
boat on the water by mid-year and no doubt with 
a new boat will be as formidable as ever.

King said of his win ‘It was great to be back on 
the water. Our thanks go to Martin Hill for making 
his boat available to us. We certainly had our 
share of good luck during the week and it was  
a bit of a surprise to be at the pointy end of the 
fleet given the standard of the racing and how 
well some others were sailing. Cocko, Billy and 
Doug were all sailing at a very high level and the 
Shindig guys put together a great regatta too.’

Rob Weir, Mike Tyquin and Paul Thackray were 
delighted with second place. Weir commented, 
‘We really enjoyed the week. Great harbour 
sailing. It was nice to have it all come together in 
a really good fleet and no doubt the new mast 

Midships section of 
Bona/Boomerang.

Rob Weir on Shindig.

Photo Kylie Wilson.

Photo Kylie Wilson.

and new set of sails made a huge difference. It 
was great to have Tom and the boys back in the 
fleet and our congratulations to them.’

Michael Coxon, third overall, had sailed superbly 
with two wins, a third and a fourth, and was left 
to consider what might have been after a 27th  
in Friday’s race 3. Merrington, who ultimately 
finished sixth, while clearly in regatta winning 
form, would surely like to have race 3 over again.

Sydney Etchells Fleet Captain Richard Hammond 
complimented the race management team for 
running an excellent regatta, ‘Given the ferries, 
cruise ships, Twilight fleets and weather, the 
RSYS regatta management, venue and 
hospitality was world class.’

The event proved a perfect warm-up for  
the NSW Championship to be held on Lake 
Macquarie in late February. There was fiercely 
fought racing right through the fleet, and in 
typical Etchells style, the regatta was sailed  
in great spirit and enjoyed by all. 1



20 SB20 Asian Grand  
Slam & Asia Pacific 
Championship 

by Jervis Tilly

The SB20 Asian Grand Slam and Asia Pacific 
Championship were held in Singapore from 28  
to 31 January 2016 and hosted by the ONE°15 
Marina Club in Sentosa Cove. The regatta was 
organised by ONE°15 Marina Club with the 
support of the SB20 Class Association and 
sanctioned by the Singapore Sailing Federation 
(SSF). SSF ran nine races off Singapore’s East 
coast over three days, while ONE°15 Marina 
Club hosted the participants at its premises  
at the exclusive Sentosa Cove.

Representing 11 Nations, the 22 teams sailed  
in generally moderate breezes of 10-15 kts.  
With the SB20s strong One Design ethos, the 
visiting teams in chartered boats were evenly 
matched with the local talent. No team was able 

to dominate and there were six different race 
winners. The lack of recalled races throughout 
the event was testament to the skills of both the 
SSF Race Committee and the competitors.  

RSYS was represented by Jervis Tilly, Nik Burfoot 
and Josh Grace sailing Tara. Their run at the 
overall places ended with rudder failure forcing 
them out of race 2 and unable to start race 3. 

Above: Glasgow Kiss 
sailing team. Nils 
Ramilovic, Jeremy 
Chase and David 
Salembier. 

Photo Fredy Tjendana.

Right: Team Tara with 
Josh Grace at the 
front, Nik Burfoot in  
the middle and Jervis 
Tilly on the helm.

Photos  
www.howiephoto.com. Two race wins helped them get back to mid  

fleet overall.

Going into the last day and with six races 
completed, the Singaporean boat Zenith 
skippered by Xu Yuan Zhen had a three point 
lead to James Harayda’s Bandit, with Glasgow 
Kiss a further eight points behind. However, this 
was to be Glasgow Kiss’s day, with two second 
places and a race win to close out the regatta 
with overall victory by less than one point from 
Zenith, with Bandit in third overall. For the team 
on Glasgow Kiss (Nils Ramilovic, Jeremy Chase 
and David Salembier) this represented back-to-
back Asia Pacific Championship wins and for  
the first time, the Asia Grand Slam title.

There was an impressive regatta closing 
ceremony and dinner on Sunday 31 January, 
when race winners and overall place getters 
received well-deserved awards. 

This third edition of the SB20 Asia Pacific 
Championship had the largest turnout so far,  
and there is every expectation of continued 
growth in both competitor numbers and interest 
in years to come. Throughout the event, all 
teams enjoyed warm hospitality woven with a 
typical Singaporean tropical touch. Many teams 
expressed enthusiasm to return next year. 1



2016 Hardy Cup

by Peter Campbell
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Ever since eminent Australian yachtsman Sir 
James Hardy presented the Hardy Cup to the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron to promote the 
tactical and helming skills of young sailors in  
the match racing format, the prestigious event 
has drawn teams from around Australia and 
overseas.  

This year’s Hardy Cup, conducted by the 
Squadron from 8-11 February, saw a new 
international team, from New Caledonia, and  
the name of a new skipper and yacht club  
added to the honour roll: Will Dargaville from 
Sydney’s Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club.

Dargaville won a closely contested international 
event from an international line-up of six teams: 
from Australia (RSYS, CYCA, RPAYC, RFBYC), 
New Zealand (RNZYS) and New Caledonia 
(Cercle Nautique Calédonien) sailing the 
Squadron’s Elliott 7s.  

Run with precision by the Squadron’s highly 
regarded race management team, four round 
robins were sailed, followed by semi-finals and 
finals in generally light to moderate Easterly sea 
breezes.

At the end of the four round-robins, crews from 
three nations, Australia (two), New Zealand and 

RSYS Hardy Cup  
team (from left to 
right): Zac Quinlan, 
Sarah Parker, Claudia 
Thackray, Sarah 
Dawes and Charlotte 
Alexander. 

Photographer,  
Raoul de Ferranti.

New Caledonia had sailed their way through  
to the semi-finals.

Making up the six team Hardy fleet this year  
were two young women skippers, Claudia 
Thackray from the RSYS and Emma May 
representing the CYCA. 

The success of the Hardy Cup once again 
reflected the contribution made by Squadron 
Members who volunteered their race 
management skills on the water and their 
hospitality ashore to make the event such a 
prestigious international match racing event.

Overall placings 
1. AUS  RPAYC
2. AUS  RFBYC
3. NZL  RNZYS
4. FRA  CNC
5. AUS  CYCA
6. AUS  RSYS



22 Beecroft’s Caricatures – 
W D M Taylor

by John Maclurcan

L. Herbert Beecroft’s painting of Don Taylor  
is unique in 2015. It is the only painting of the 
father of a current Member, nonagenarian Don 
Taylor, named, of course, after his father. The 
painting dates to 1922 when Don Taylor Senior 
was at the height of his yachting successes. 
William Donald Mawney Taylor was born on 20 
September, 1884, and was educated at Sydney 
Church of England Grammar, leaving in 1901 
where he excelled as a prefect, and a member  
of the 1st Crew and the 1st 15 Rugby.  

In the painting, Mr. Taylor is aboard his 28 footer 
Triton, sailing briskly to windward. Triton was  
in fact renamed by Mr. Taylor and here is a 
reference at the time to his purchase of the 
vessel:

Tuesday, 6th January, 1920 – Evening News

Bob Backstay, “writing from the depths,” says:  
A welcome bit of news is that Walter Dendy’s 
speedy Native has passed into other hands. 
‘Don’ Taylor is the new owner. The vessel will 
probably be re-named Triton, and under ‘Don’ 
Taylor’s skilful treatment is certain to add as 
many trophies to his list as did a former Triton – 
as a matter of fact, the invincible Triton of pre-
war times.

Don Taylor Jnr. was able to tell me about Native.

“Native was designed by Charles Peel, a 
Melbourne boat builder and designer who had 
already made a name for himself as a brilliant 
and innovative designer. Idler, designed in 1909, 
was the prototype and forerunner of many 
successful boats including several 21 footers,  
the Jubilee one-design and a number of large 
cruising boats.

In the painting, note that my father has a Sydney 
Amateur Sailing Club no A17 on his mainsail.  
The SASC number reflects the fact that only  
that club offered racing at this time for this type 
of vessel. However, at the masthead flies a 
Squadron burgee. The Squadron fleet attracted 
much larger yachts. My father is depicted sailing 
his boat in wild and stormy weather. He had a 
reputation for heavy weather sailing. And what 
possible use would a sextant be in a small open 
boat engaged in harbour racing? The sextant  
in his right hand refers to the fact that my  
father obtained his Yacht Master’s Certificate  
of Competence in 1909 – common today but 
unusual in 1920. The piece of paper in his left 
hand which is titled ’21ft Restricted Class’ refers 
to his remarkable success with Corella, Lord 
Forster’s 21 foot Restricted Class yacht. Finally, 
Beecroft’s drawing of Triton has captured with 
remarkable accuracy the highly distinctive curve 
of the bow, a characteristic which identifies all 
Peel’s boats.”

At the top right hand side is a shield with the 
Greek god Triton painted on it. Triton was a fish-
tailed sea god, the son and herald of Poseidon, 
King of the seas. He stilled the waves with the 
blow of a conch-shell trumpet. 

The introduction of the 21 foot Restricted  
Class was an important development in Sydney 
yachting and Don Taylor Snr. was at the forefront. 
Once again, I am able to quote his son:

“The Restricted Class originated in Melbourne, 
based on the lines of Idler and greatly assisted 
by the interest of Lord Forster, who in 1921 
donated a trophy for inter-state competition.  
How my father became involved with Lord 
Forster and his boat is unknown. I think that his 
skill and success sailing Triton was well known 
and he was a natural choice to take over as a 
sort of sailing master/bosun for Forster soon  
after he acquired his 21. About this time, Triton 
was converted to a cruising boat, fully decked 
with coach house, self-draining cockpit and  



23deep keel with external ballast. No doubt my 
father assumed that class racing was here to 
stay. Corella was highly successful in spite of 
efforts by people with apparently unlimited funds 
who kept building new boats to new designs.  

In 1925, Lord Forster presented my father with  
a special trophy. Here is a picture of the trophy 
held in my personal archives. The inscription is  
as follows:

W. D. M. Taylor
From

Lord Forster,
A token of friendship and appreciation  

for his skill
In sailing “Corella” to the top
Of the 21ft Restricted Class

1925

The timber base has 11 shields around it 
commemorating the dates of the victories in  
the 1925 season.”

In the next article, Mr. and Mrs. Don Taylor are 
also part of the RSYS Social scene. This led to a 
very important development in a few years time.

Tuesday, 24th July, 1923 – Sydney Morning 
Herald

WOMEN’S COLUMN. 
YACHT CLUB DANCE.

Members of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron 
entertained their friends at a dance at the club 
house, Kirribilli, last evening. The jazz ship 
“Romantic” was moored at the Jetty, where 
dancing and supper were provided. The balcony 
at the clubhouse and reception rooms was used 

for sitting out, and was decorated with a wealth 
of flowers and greenery. The Governor-General 
(Commodore of the Club) was present with Lady 
Forster. Other guests included Mr. A. O. Milson, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. D. Goddard, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
D. M. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. F. White, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robson, Mr. and Mrs. G. S. Littlejohn, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. K. Dalzell, Dr. and Mrs. Lidwell, Dr. and 
Mrs. Braddock, Mr. and Mrs. T. M. Banks, Dr. 
and Mrs. Davies, Mr. and Mrs. P. L. Arnott, Mr. 
and Mrs. Noble, Mr. and Mrs. Ogden, the Misses 
E. and Cecile Waley, Miss Phil McLachlan, the 
Misses Osborne, Miss Jean Goddard, Miss 
Audrey Radford, and Messrs. E. Hungerford, T. 
Ferris, J. L. Milson, E. C. Orwin, W. Cane-Terrell, 
A. J. Arnot, B. T. Miller, C. P. Bartholomew, R. 
Windeyer. Mr. F. G. Shrimpton was hon. 
secretary for the dance.

Monday, 1st March, 1926 – Evening News

YACHTING 
CLEVER SKIPPER HELPS YOUNGSTERS 
RAWHITI’S HANDICAP 
BY JIB HALYARD

W. D. M. TAYLOR is undoubtedly one of the 
greatest helmsmen among the yachting fraternity 
in New South Wales. No matter what type of 
boat he sails, he always does remarkably well, 
but he goes further. He believes in initiating the 
younger generation into the intricacies of the 
sport. Last Saturday, Don Taylor obligingly 
agreed to give Boomerang, belonging to Alexis 
Albert, a try out, as the craft throughout the 
season had been one of the failures, as she was 
not even placed in any of the races in which she 
had participated. Boomerang was not looked 
upon to have any chance against Percy Arnott’s 
Wattle, which had her usual crack crew on 
board, including C. Trebeck at the helm, Frank 
Hayes (for’ard), the owner on that sheet and  
that clever ‘hand,’

Thorpe Bray, in the well. Taylor had practically  
a novice crew, which included his youthful sons  
as gun’ale sitters. Boomerang sailed as she 
never sailed before, and created a great stir  
by leading by 28sec from Wattle at Manly, and 
finished up with a second to spare. It was a 
wonderful achievement, and the race proved an 
eye-opener to young Albert and his associates. 
Taylor’s record this year includes a victory in  
Lord Stonehaven’s Corella which is now in 
Melbourne, and three with the cruiser Triton, 
including the championship with coach house 
boats with Triton. If some of the other crack 
skippers were to give up a Saturday with the 
younger generation better racing would be 
witnessed and boats would remain in the racing 
arena, and not drop out like some have done.

Don Taylor died in 1933. His son told me that it 
was a great tragedy because he had contracted 
pneumonia but this was before penicillin and 
sulfa drugs and he died far too young. 1



24 Annual Summer 
Wine Show

The Fort Denison 
Cellar showcased  
an eclectic array of 
60 boutique wines 
picked by Cellar-
master Jamie 
Dickinson. Members 
enjoyed expanding 
their palates or trying 
something new and 
exciting. SA was the 
overall winner, with  
an exceptional Pinot 
Gris, but NZ, Italy  
and France received  
a great deal of 
attention.

Photos Kim Smith.



Candidate Proposer Seconder

METROPOLITAN
Albin, Stephen  George P Ford Geoffrey P Ford
Breslin, Paul  J A A H Saalfeld J R Smith 
Buchanan, Nigel P P A Harris Commodore W R Mobbs
Burke, Marcus  P R Alexander Captain D P Edwards 
Curtis, Nicholas Vice Commodore D Ward M Johnson
Cutler, Bruce R J Blackmore D W Smithers
Dalby-Payne, Jacqueline (Dr)  P J Davison N O’Shea 
Fegan, John  J R Smith M J Williams
Finkelstein, Michael (Dr)  G Moles Commodore R C Chapman
James, Edward  N Hogg J Marty
Kornman, Richard A J Metcalf D H Rosenthall
Lynch, Suzanne K Gojnich C Davis
Mannion, Deborah J Igoe M Harrington
Moorcroft, Julian M B Standley G Smith
Wade, Andrew J M Fitzsimons G Blom

COUNTRY:
Blakemore, Paul  M D Mooney P G Robbins

INTERMEdIATE:
Godfrey, Alexander R Hardy N McDermott
Grace, Thomas S Pollard B Barzach
Tolhurst, Adam C K Gay C N Ryan
Blackman, Vaughan D J Minns I Clarke

AFFILIATE:
Fertig, Lucy D J Watson Commodore M P Levy OAM
Wait, Katrina D R Albert J G Pyne
Berglund, Catherine (Dr) R Kollanyi G I Cameron
Norton-Smith, Mary D M O’Brien S G Smith
Savage, Cheryl P A Marsden A J Pittorino
Tilly, Frances C R Croker L M Milne
Pines, Jillian J D McBean A J Denham
Humble, Deborah T Clarke J Clarke
Ryan, Jon (Dr) P J Davison N O’Shea
Fegan, Inga J R Smith M J Williams
James, Jane N Hogg J Marty
McIntosh, Kaley P R Alexander Captain D P Edwards
Evans, Nicola S Tait H Torode

YOUTH:
Chambers-Lee, Oliver J L Brooks J R Biffin
McCredie, James C Davidson G Phillips
Herron, Thomas V Morris S Hunt
Philippe, Thibaut D Ross J Waring
Kemp, Daniel J Eldershaw E Cox
Kemp, D’Arcy J Eldershaw E Cox
Wait, Thomas D R Albert J G Pyne
Wait, Daisy D R Albert J G Pyne
Ryan, Thomas  P J Davison N O’Shea
Ryan, Jonathan  P J Davison N O’Shea
Ryan, William  P J Davison N O’Shea
Burke, William  P R Alexander Captain D P Edwards
Burke, Timothy  P R Alexander Captain D P Edwards
Burke, Zoe  P R Alexander Captain D P Edwards

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

The following Members  
have transferred their 
category:

Absentee to Country 
B W Collins QC

Metropolitan  
to Country 
T Joyce
D Standen

Intermediate  
to Country 
I F North

The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend  
their sympathies to  
the families of those 
recently deceased 
Members listed below:

Maxwell DFC,  
John Howard;  
Shaw, Francis John; 
Quirk, Desmond John; 
Oatley AO, Robert Ian; 
Ramsden AM, Michael.
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Club Life  
it’s Lively!
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It’s one party after 
another at the 
Squadron around 
Christmas! Hundreds 
of Members enjoyed 
the Intermediates 
Christmas Party, 
Buffet Lunch and  
the Dining-in Night  
in December.

Photos: Rene 
Chapman, Kim Smith 
and Isabel Wartho.



RSYS Activities  
March to May 2016

27

March
8  Tuesday Twilight Series – Final race + Prizegiving
9 Family Curry Night
9  Bridge Lesson with John Roberts, Shell Cove Room
11  Friday Twilight Series + Roof Top Bar, Shell Cove
12  Summer Series + Mini B
12  Saturday Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
15  Stepping Stone House, Bridge Day, Carabella Room
16 Monthly Wine Appreciation Group, CCA
16  Bridge Lesson with John Roberts, Shell Cove Room
17  Stepping Stone House Regatta, CCA
18  Friday Twilight Series – Final Race + Roof Top Bar, Shell Cove
19  Summer Series + Mini A
19  Intermediates Ball, Carabella Room
20  Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
20  Sunday Series – Final race
22 Book Club
23  Monthly Cruising Division Event
25-28 Easter Long Weekend

April
1 Caribbean Night, CCA
2  Summer Series + Mini A + Mini B
8  Friday Twilight Prizegiving, Carabella Room
9  Varuna Trophy Race
9  Annual Youth Dance
9  Saturday Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
10  Youth Sailing Annual Picnic Sail
16-23 Annual Squadron Cruise
17 Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
20 Monthly Wine Appreciation Group, CCA
23-25 Anzac Day Long weekend – NO CLUB RACING
26 Book Club
27 Monthly Cruising Division Event
30  Winter Series
30-1 May Trans Tasman Trophy

May
1 Sunday Afternoon Opera, Carabella Room
6 ‘A Night in Burgundy’ Theme Dinner, Carabella Room
7  Winter Series
8 Mother’s Day Buffet
9 Cooking Class
13  Squadron Cruise Prizegiving, Carabella Room
14  Winter Series
14  Saturday Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
15 Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
16 Cooking Class
18 Monthly Wine Appreciation Group, CCA
20  Youth Prizegiving, Carabella Room
21 Winter Series
23 Cooking Class
24 Book Club
25 Monthly Cruising Division Event
27  Squadron Annual Prizegiving, Carabella Room
28 Winter Series
30 Cooking Class

Please note the above may be subject to change. Please refer to the 
e-newsletters for latest information.



Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2016
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Notes on Card Dates 
1.  Helen Huggins 9439 7394.

2.  FIRST & THIRD THURSDAYS – Price $30pp 
includes sandwich luncheon. On the first 
Thursday in June 2016 a hot dish will be served 
in place of the sandwich luncheon. Price $45pp.

The Annual Meeting will be held on 2 June 2016 
in the Kirribilli Room. 

3.  SECOND & FOURTH THURSDAYS –  
Price $30pp, includes sandwich luncheon. 

4.  Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday 
afternoons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings 
should be made by Friday of the preceding week 
and where possible in pairs to facilitate play. All 
welcome. 

5.   Members wishing to make permanent 
bookings for 2016 are requested to complete the 
special form for this purpose, available from the 
reception desk.

Item Price

RSYS branded Zhik sailing gear 

Mens/Ladies Cotton Polo  $85

Long Sleeve Mens/Ladies Dry Polo  $93.50

Hoodie  $126

Mens/Ladies Technical Short  $155

Sailing Visor $26.50

PFD $140

Sailing Gloves $17

Other items

V-Neck Jumper  $132

Submariner Jumper $176

Rugby Jersey  $71.50

Beanie $20

Brimmed Hat $22

Cap $27.50

Sunglass Strap $16.50

Sailing Bag $138

D-Loop Belt $73.50

Cufflinks $27.50

Club Silk Tie (Members only) $79.50

Ladies Scarf $71.50

Lapel Pin $5.50

Playing Cards $38.50

Squadron History Book Volume 2  $13.50

Burgees in various sizes  $30-83

Car/Boat stickers  $3

Squadron Buttons  $6.40-7.75

Prices include GST

All items are available 
from the RSYS Retail 
Store in the Sailing 
Office reception area.  
A limited range is also 
available from the Fort 
Denison Cellar.

March
Thursday 3 Rubber
Monday 7 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 10 Duplicate
Monday  14 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 17 Rubber
Monday 21 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 24 Duplicate
Monday 28 No Bridge – Easter Weekend
Thursday 31 Teams

April
Monday  4 Mixed Bridge
Thursday  7 Rubber
Monday 11 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 14 Duplicate
Monday 18 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 21 Rubber
Monday  25 No Bridge – Anzac Day  
  Weekend
Thursday  28 Duplicate

May
Monday 2 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 5 Rubber
Monday  9 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 12 Duplicate
Monday 16 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 19 Rubber
Monday 23 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 26 Duplicate
Monday 30 Mixed Bridge

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 9 March
Wednesday 13  April
Wednesday 11 May

$60.00 per person 



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.

Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 

Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171.

Carabella Room à la carte Dining
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.

Carabella Room Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month for Dinner from 6.30pm and the 3rd 
Sunday for Lunch from 12.30pm.

Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  

The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 8am until 4pm.

For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 

Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  

Carabella Dining Room
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of a Member, are welcome 
during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.

This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.

It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.

Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.

All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 

Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars. Please advise any  
staff member if you are made aware of any 
breach of this regulation. 

SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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Milson Silver Goblets. Photo: Kylie Wilson




