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1AGM Address,  
14 September  

by Commodore  
Richard Chapman 

Members of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, 
good evening and welcome to the Annual 
General Meeting in this our 153rd year. 

I would like to provide you with a brief summary 
of the activities of your Committees and 
operations of the Squadron over the past year, 
full details are available in the Squadron’s annual 
report.

Once again, this has been another year of 
consolidation, with a strong focus on reducing 
costs across all departments enabling us to pay 
down debt, while maintaining the fine balance of 
private club availability and commercial outcomes.

I don’t propose to discuss in detail the financial 
aspects of the Squadron in my report as they  
will be discussed by the Honorary Treasurer in 
some detail later this evening, except to say  
that the Squadron recorded a modest surplus  
of $140,000 compared to the previous year’s 
deficit of $201,000. Members wishing to read  
the detail may do so in the Annual Report under 
‘Discussion of Financial Statements’ on page 23. 

Following the changes to our constitution, this 
year for the first time, the General Committee  
set the subscriptions for the coming year. Due to  
the timing change, as well as increased Member 
usage of Squadron facilities, subscription 
increases were kept at 2.5%. It is the General 
Committee’s intention to keep any future 
subscription increases to a minimum, taking  
into account Member usage, the ever increasing 
repairs and maintenance costs, capital 
expenditure and new Member inductions.

The General Committee is also investigating  
a proposal for the joining fee and joining fee  
and subscription installment payments for 
implementation next year. 

The changes to our membership categories  
have seen a continuing increase in the Affiliate 
membership, which is pleasing, especially with 
increased Club usage. Metropolitan member- 
ship is struggling: just to keep our metropolitan 
numbers stable, 100 new Members need to be 
proposed by existing Squadron Members each 
year. To reach our goal of 1500 metropolitan 
Members by the year 2020, I ask all Members  
to consider inviting one of their close friends  
to become a Member of the Squadron.

This year saw a survey of all Members, the 
outcomes being communicated to Members 
recently. I would like to thank all Members who 
participated in the survey; it has given us valuable 
feedback and will form an important part of our 
strategic planning for the future. 

Feedback received indicated Members’ pride  
in belonging to the Squadron and your overall 
satisfaction with the facilities and services your 
Club offers. That said, we have work to do: 
improve service standards throughout the Club, 
improve ‘value of membership’ and provide 
updated and better facilities. Given our limited 
footprint, potential locations for any new facilities 
in the Club will be explored but each poses a 
challenge from cost through to development 
approvals. 

The Squadron is arguably the premier yacht  
club in Australia and its focus is dedicated to 
supporting and promoting the sport of sailing. 
During the year we hosted many regattas 
including the FD world titles, Hardy Cup, the  
Farr 40 State and National Championships, 
McConaghy 38 regattas, the Etchells Milson 
Goblets, the Australia Day Regatta on the 
Harbour and the Stepping Stone House  
Regatta, just to name a few. All this on top  
of our normal sailing calendar!

Commodore  
Richard Chapman.



The Squadron realises that holding these events 
has an impact on our Members so I would like  
to thank you for your patience and tolerance.

Many of our Members, friends and their families 
enjoyed the very successful annual Cruise  
to Pittwater and Cowan Creek and with the 
formation of the new cruising division I am sure 
there will be future events going further afield.

We are fortunate to have a large team of 
dedicated race management volunteers, protest 
panel members, equipment auditors, and our 
honorary handicapper all contributing their 
expertise and time to co-ordinate the sailing 
season. I sincerely thank all Volunteers for your 
valuable time and effort, for without you we  
would not be able to enjoy our sport of sailing.

Since it began 55 years ago, our Youth Sailing 
programme continues to grow and now offers  
a more structured pathway for our Youth sailors. 
The Optimist programme continues to grow,  
and our next hurdle is to find a suitable class  
for our Opti and Laser sailors to graduate to.

On behalf of the Trustees, I would like to thank all 
those Members who contribute to the Squadron 
Yacht Racing Foundation each year in order to 
assist mainly our Youth and Intermediate sailors 
in the development of their competitive sailing 
skills, both here in Australia and overseas. The 
foundation also helped to purchase the four new 
Elliott 7 racing yachts, which will be used for 
Learn to Sail courses, regattas and of course  
the Hardy Cup.

This year has seen a positive turnaround in 
House revenues and usage which are due to  
the increased patronage by our Members and 
their guests. Executive Chef Ian McInnes and  
his team have listened to Member feedback and 
have introduced lighter meal options across all 
outlets, providing greater variety while keeping 
traditional Squadron favourites. This year also 
saw the introduction of the sunset bar on 
level 5, a perfect venue to enjoy an end of week 
sundowner, watching the start and or finish of  
the twilight racing.

We have had encouraging support from Members 
and their guests in embracing functions and 
conferencing at the Squadron and we continually 

monitor the House operations, to ensure they do 
not affect the overall amenity of the membership.

The Waterfront operation has seen an improve-
ment in results over last year, brought about  
by increased Member usage, improvements in 
productivity and improved cost control. Repairs 
and maintenance to the travel lift, jib cranes, 
hardstand and pontoons are ongoing.  

We are committed to ensure our environmental 
and Work, Health & Safety standards are 
maintained at the highest levels. An audit of the 
Waterfront operations was recently undertaken  
by the EPA, and the Club’s operations passed 
with flying colours.

The Membership and Strategic Planning 
Committee has been actively engaged on a 
number of fronts this year. Following on from  
the membership category changes that were 
implemented last year, the primary tasks of the 
Committee have been the survey and a review  
of the Club’s strategic plan with the objective of 
implementing changes to the Squadron’s current 
plan taking into account survey feedback and 
General Committee’s vision for the future. This 
Committee is expecting to complete the strategic 
planning project by the end of the year at which 
point the General Committee will be presented 
with an updated plan for their consideration.  
The Committee is also tasked to look at ways 
not only to retain our current membership base, 
but increase it. 

Possibilities are the introduction of new Member 
categories such as crew membership and 
corporate membership.

The Marketing and Communications Committee 
has spent the past year developing and refining a 
number of initiatives aimed at providing Members 
with timely and useful information about their 
Club. I am sure you will all agree that the changes 
that have been implemented by this committee 
have been very productive, the weekly email, 
OnBoard online, updated OnBoard and Logbook 
to name a few have all helped to keep Members 
informed on what’s happening at their Club.

The Intermediate Committee, now representing 
Members between 18 and 39 years of age, has 
had an active year, organising well attended 
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functions which included Christmas drinks at  
the Sunset Bar, and the popular Intermediates 
ball. The aim now is to get more Intermediate 
Members out onto the race track, whether using 
the new Elliott 7s or sailing with Members.

The Bridge Committee is continuing to 
encourage new members to join them in Bridge 
and the newly introduced mixed casual Bridge  
on Mondays. Intermediate Bridge lessons have 
also been conducted with success.

The History Committee continues to collect, 
catalogue and archive the Squadron’s history  
and when you look at some of the collection  
that is on display around the Club, we do have  
a really great collection of Squadron collectables 
and historic paintings.

Over the last few years the General Committee 
has explored ways of underpinning our financial 
strength for the future and continues to  
promote Members’ interest and support for the 
endowment fund which will grow over time to  
be used for specific or general purpose major 
developments.

Challenges moving forward include managing  
the ever increasing costs of repairs and 
maintenance to keep our aging facilities in a 
condition that Members expect, maintaining  

Sir James Hardy  
with a question for 
the Flag Officers.
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price competitiveness, and dealing with the ever 
increasing regulations, rules and associated 
costs.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
Squadron Members who give up so much of 
their time serving on the many committees that 
make the Squadron what it is today.

I would also like to thank our CEO William 
Pettigrew and his staff across all departments  
for their contribution to the successful running  
of the Club throughout the year, maintaining the 
high level of services that our Members expect 
and at the same time controlling expenditure  
and costs.

Once again, I strongly encourage all Members to 
continue to strengthen our Club by considering 
proposing for membership your friends, 
especially those who have enjoyed your 
hospitality at the Squadron on a regular basis.

And of course please make the Squadron your 
destination of choice. 1
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Above: Might is right 
on the Hudson River.

Right: Time After Time 
at the Hinckley Yard  
RI after a winter’s 
hibernation.

Right: First of many 
locks on the Eyrie 
Canal. 

Far right, top: Just  
one of the Thousand 
Islands.

Far right: The Ottawa 
eight from above.

In the October 2014 edition of the Squadron 
Logbook, I wrote of cruising the east coast of 
America, from Florida up to Cape Cod – about 
1400 miles. All that northern summer, we were  
in salt water, at sea level and in the US. 

This northern summer, we took our Grand Banks 
41 Time After Time on a totally different voyage 
as part of our Great Loop of the US. Whilst 
cruising about the same distance, we were for 
most of the time in fresh water, up to 860 feet 
above sea level, passed through over 120 locks 
and several times crossed between the US and 
Canada. 

in the early 1800s. The original Eyrie Canal was 
only 15 feet wide and four deep, but it allowed 
furs, lumber and agricultural freight to travel more 
easily from the Mid West to the Atlantic and 
fueled the extraordinary rise of New York City. 

We left TAT near Syracuse for a brief diversion  
to France for the wedding of the son of great 
friends, but when we returned, heavy rain had 
caused closure of the Oswego Canal (seven 
locks) which tees off the Eyrie Canal near 
Syracuse to Lake Ontario. After a week at the 
little known Phoenix NY lock, we were able to 
proceed to Oswego and across Lake Ontario  
to Kingston Ontario for this year’s Laser Master 
Worlds (RSYS Logbook September 2015.)

One of the highlights of our cruise this year was 
the Thousand Island area of the St Lawrence 
Seaway between Kingston and Montreal – the 
accompanying photograph saves many words in 
attempting to describe it. Many of those tiny and 
heavily wooded islands have just one house and 
dock and everyone goes to shop, play golf and 
even to church by boat!

The St Lawrence Seaway is impressive, with five 
huge locks to accommodate ships up to 30,000 

Locked and Loaded –  
Cruising the Inland Waterways  
of New York and Canada 

by Mark Bethwaite

We commissioned TAT from where it had 
wintered in Newport RI and brought it back down 
Long Island Sound, revisiting our welcoming 
reciprocal clubs, New York Yacht Club at Newport 
and Larchmont Yacht Club. After a few days in 
New York City, we pointed the bow of TAT north 
up the Hudson River, where our first stop was 
West Point, the US military academy and the  
site of major battles in the Revolutionary War  
with England.  

After 150 miles we reached Troy, our first lock, 
where we turned west up the Eyrie Canal (23 
locks) which was the marvel of its age when built 



Above: Rideau Canal 
in Ottawa. 

Top left: Georgian Bay. 

Far left, top: North 
Channel.

Left: Rideau Lakes.

Below far left:  
At times the Trent/
Severn is narrow  
and shallow. 

Below left: Riding the  
Big Chute marine 
tramway.

Below: Big Chute 
tramway from below.
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DWT. Montreal is a beautiful city and we moored 
at the head of the Lachine Canal for several  
days before heading north west up the Ottawa 
River, only two locks but one with a lift of 65 feet.  
The historic Rideau Canal (49 locks) built by  
the English to provide an alternate supply line  
to Kingston, starts with an iconic flight of eight 
locks lifting you from the Ottawa River into the 
heart of Ottawa’s Parliamentary precinct, It then 
takes you cross country south west to Kingston. 
The Rideau Lakes half way down the canal are 
superb cruising grounds.

After a day heading west on Lake Ontario from 
Kingston, we turned north up the Trent/Severn 
Canal (45 locks) which connects Lake Ontario 

with Georgian Bay. Up to this time we had 
experienced single, double and triple locks,  
big locks and small locks and the ‘Ottawa  
eight’. The Trent/Severn serves up three  
truly extraordinary locks – two hydraulic lift  
locks (essentially counter weighted basins) at 
Peterborough and Kirkfield and the Big Chute 
marine tramway near Port Severn. Again the 
accompanying photographs save many words.

Georgian Bay, also called the Thirty Thousand 
Islands, is an aquatic playground for Canadians 
from nearby Toronto and for many from the  
US and further afield. In similar fashion to the 
Thousand Island area described above, Georgian 
Bay has a water culture which has to be 
experienced to be understood. At the northern 
end of Georgian Bay, we turned west into the 
North Channel, another fabled cruising area 
which took us to Mackinac Island, a time warp 
from the American gilded age, then on to Lake 
Michigan. 

TAT is now wintered in a heated shed in north 
western Michigan. Next year we will enter  
yet another inland waterway system through 
downtown Chicago then south through the  
US mid west to the Gulf of Mexico. 1
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Above and right: 
Tranquil raft-up at 
Sugarloaf Bay.

Right: A sociable 
gathering aboard 
Saliere.

The Cruising Division goes from strength to 
strength with a diverse programme of short 
weekend cruises and monthly presentation 
nights. The meetings regularly attract 70-80 
Members and their guests and offer a diverse 
selection of practical and enjoyable talks which 
assist Members, both experienced and novice,  
to take their boats out more often and enjoy 
cruising with confidence. 

Members participated in a very enjoyable Raft  
Up at Sugarloaf Bay over a crisp, sunny weekend 
in August. Ten boats made it to the rendezvous, 
albeit at different times. The Clubhouse breakfast 
start was a great success as it brought together 
many Members who had not previously met.  
We proceeded to travel in company to the Spit 
Bridge for the 1130hrs opening.

Later that afternoon, about 18 people gathered 
on David and Sarah Salt’s boat Saliere for a 
sociable get-together. This included an ‘around 
the circle’ self-introduction, which was very well 
received by everyone and certainly broke the ice 
for this very enthusiastic group. If we do nothing 
else, our Cruising community is very good at 
bringing together disparate souls who do not 
necessarily know each other as Club Members. 
It’s a pleasure to make new friends through Club 
activities, Sandy and I spent the weekend tied  
up to a Life Member who was part of the original 
junior sailing intake. 

On August 26 Jason Neuhaus of Diverse Rigging 
and Yachting gave a talk in the Clubhouse 
explaining the important elements of rigging 
maintenance. With the aid of his own photos and 
samples of rigging hardware, Jason explained 
what can happen if your rigging is not properly 
maintained and offered a wealth of handy hints 
and tips that could potentially save the expense 
and embarrassment of a rig failure.  

On September 23 a well-attended meeting 
enjoyed a presentation entitled The History of the 
Australian Flag by John Vaughan of Australiana 
Flags, learning about the origins of the Australian 
Flag and associated flag flying protocol. John’s 
fascinating talk included a display of his valuable 
historic collection dating back to the early 1900s. 
Of interest to Members was the popularity of his 
custom designed ‘wine pennant’ hoisted on 
vessels to invite fellow sailors aboard for drinks – 
essential for all cruising yachts.     

Cruising Division  
Activities

by Richard Lawson  
and John Taylor
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The cruise-in-company over the October long 
weekend to Refuge Bay and Smiths Creek 
ended up as a ‘cruise-for-two’, with only  
Allegro and Limelight participating in the full 
event. However guest appearances by past 
Commodore Jim and Judy Dunstan (Zeus) and 
John and Mandy Biffin made for a pleasant 
gathering at Refuge Bay waterfall beach on the 
Saturday afternoon. Sunday lunch was a relaxed 
affair at Patonga Pub, and later that evening, 
Commodore Richard and Rene Chapman (Nand 
V) kindly provided the mother ship and dinner 
venue for a very relaxed Smiths Creek raft up. 

On October 23 Paul and Clair Ley of Pilgrim 
Yachting gave an excellent presentation on 
‘Catering and Provisioning’. Topics covered 
included: food selection, quantity estimation, 
smart stowage and some valuable tips on 
extending the life of fresh food. The subject 
proved very popular with the near-capacity 
audience asking many questions before 
adjourning to dinner. 

The Cruising Division meets every fourth 
Wednesday of the month at 1800hrs for a 
1820hrs start. We discuss all things cruising and 
then stay on for a meal as a group to continue  
the conversation. We welcome all cruising 
enthusiasts and their friends. Details appear  
in OnBoard and the weekly e-newsletter.  
Please register your interest by completing the 
Registration form available from the Sailing Office.

Cruising Members are invited to participate in a 
New Year’s Eve Cruise to Lake Macquarie from 
30 December 2015 to 7 January 2016. The 
Annual Squadron Cruise will take place 16-23 
April 2016. Please contact the Sailing Office for 
more information. 1

Dr Ian Hoskins (left)
with Richard Lawson.  
On 18 November, 
author and local 
historian Dr Ian 
Hoskins treated our 
group to an insightful 
history of the 
development of our 
Harbour as depicted 
through many 
beautiful artworks.   
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Some Superb Racing

Just when you thought the winter racing season 
was over, a few RSYS Members thought… too 
much sailing is not enough! Hamilton Island Race 
Week is arguably the premier offshore racing 
sailing regatta in Australia and this year there 
were over 200 yachts competing in a number  
of divisions. And who could resist racing around 
the beautiful Whitsunday Islands with their unique 
challenges of tide, wind shadows, clouds and 
relentless southeast trade winds. And part of  
the fun is getting there… and back.

Five RSYS registered yachts represented our 
Club in a number of divisions at Hamilton Island 
Race Week. These were the beautifully refitted 
One O Nine (Robert Salteri), a Hanse 540e,  
Ishtar (Edward Earl), a Beneteau 47.7, Euphoria 
(Anthony Coleman), a J120, Abracadabra  
(James Murchison), a Tripp 47 and Ceilidh  
(Peter Williams), a Beneteau Oceanis 50. 

This year the southeast trade winds were 
generally 15 to 25 kts on most days, except for 
the last race when lighter conditions prevailed. 

These conditions favoured the bigger, higher 
displacement yachts. In recent years, the big 
boats have struggled to be competitive with 
breezes under 10 kts. 

After six days of racing, the RSYS yachts had 
performed exceptionally well. In the final point 
score results for the Race Cruiser Division (13 
entrants), Anthony Coleman and his team on 
Euphoria narrowly missed out on winning this 
division, coming equal first on points and  
second on a count back. Additionally, Edward 
Earl and his team on Ishtar came equal third on 
points and fourth on a count back. Edward was 
fortunate to have both Commodore Richard 
Chapman and ‘Commodorable’ Rene Chapman 
on board for the week.

In Cruiser Division 1 (27 entrants), Rob Salteri 
and his crew on One O Nine came sixth, a great 
result having regard to the fact that the new mast 
and sails were loaded on to the boat only a few 
days before the delivery to Hamilton Island. Also 
James Murchison and his team on Abracadbra 
achieved seventh on points.

Hamilton Island 
Race Week 2015 

by Malcolm Shaw  
and Peter Williams

Right: Iain on the 
bagpipes.

Ceilidh in transit  
to Hammo. Left, 
Navigator Michael 
Milne-Home and  
right, Trainee Jeremy 
Garling. Photo  
Malcolm Shaw.

Ceilidh going to 
windward. Photo 
Andrea Francolini/Audi. 
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In Cruiser Division 2 (27 entrants), Peter Williams 
and his team on Ceilidh came equal third on 
points and fourth on a count back. 

The attractions of Race Week are: the excellent 
race management, the chance to race against 
similar design yachts in any division, the 
complexities of tide, of wind against current, wind 
shadows and the guarantee of sufficient wind 
every day… not to mention the natural beauty of 
these islands and perhaps the chance to leave 
the winter sailing gear in the bag.

Off-water entertainment was again abundant  
with the Henri Lloyd fashion show, the Mental  
As Anything performance and the endless parade 
of Audi cars being the highlights. No wonder  
they call this week ‘Schoolies for Grandads’,  
a description I must attribute to Nev Whittey.

Another Wonderful Delivery

One of the pleasures of competing at Hamilton 
Island Race Week is sailing up the east coast  
of Australia. 

The delivery to Hamilton Island on Ceilidh was the 
usual mix of glorious moonlit night sailing, long 
days running under asymmetric spinnaker and 
the inevitable unexpected weather or other event. 

Our passage to Southport was mixed. The 
weather started out clear and on the first night  
at sea, the near full moon rose out of the ocean 
just after dinner. Does it get any better? 

On the third evening we were looking forward  
to a southerly change to improve our progress 
north. At around 11 pm near Smokey Cape, the 
southerly change arrived with a little more vigour 
than we had expected. So we dropped the main 
and set up for rough conditions with about one 
third of the No 3 headsail unfurled running before 
25-30 kts. That night we saw 35-45 kts with 
gusts to 55 kts. The boat handled the conditions 
very well, hitting speeds of up to 12.5 kts, 
tracking straight in front of the breaking 4-5 
metre waves. On board were Michael Milne-
Home, Jarrod Rhodes, Nathan Malitz, Gabby 
Holles and Peter Williams. Full credit must go  
to the team for the faultless boat handling. By 
dawn, the wind and seas had abated sufficiently 
to set the full headsail.

At Southport there was a crew change. On  
board now were Michael Milne-Home, Malcolm 
Shaw, Jeremy Garling, Gabby Holles and Peter 
Williams. Ceilidh sailed to Mooloolaba, and 
stayed overnight at the Club marina. Next 
morning Ceilidh headed off to Wide Bay Bar to 
make the dash along the ‘Mad Mile’ at high tide 
in 1-2 metres of south east swell. After dropping 
anchor behind Fraser Island, we sat down to a 
wonderful pressure cooker ‘roast’ dinner and a 

From left: Peter 
Williams, Malcolm 
Shaw, Jarrod Rhodes 
and Simon Martin. 
Photo John Newman.

few not too shabby reds under moonlight and  
in calm waters. 

The next afternoon, we set out for the run 
through Sheridan Flats, again at high tide, and 
out into Hervey Bay. 

The problem with the weather during this part  
of the delivery was that it was so enjoyable. So 
much so that we sailed for another three nights 
and four days in perfect conditions. 

At the end of our voyage we arrived just before 
dawn at Hamilton Island. With inadequate light 
from the waning moon, we decided to stand off 
for an hour until sunrise during which we took 
some remarkable photos. 

Another wonderful sail up the coast. But next 
time, we will leave earlier to allow time for a few 
overnight anchorages at Pearl Bay, Middle Percy 
Island etc.

After a busy week racing and with our time 
running out, the attraction of sailing back to 
Sydney had to be resisted and a delivery crew 
descended upon Ceilidh at Airlie Beach.  
The delivery back is another story, suffice to say 
that Ceilidh arrived in Port Jackson ten days later 
safe and sound having enjoyed good weather and 
with an effusive crew who wanted to keep going!

In all, Ceilidh sailed 1000 NM to compete in 
Hamilton Island Race Week and then another 
1000 NM to return back to Sydney. And we had 
not one problem on board. We were pleased that 
the meticulous preparation of the boat had paid 
off and that the experience and skill of the people 
on board had also paid dividends.

We would like to thank the RSYS waterfront staff 
for allowing us use of the RSYS Pond in July to 
prepare the boat.

The next Audi Hamilton Island Race Week will 
take place from 20-27 August 2016. 1



10

Under a brilliant blue sky, 
and before some 200 
Members, Commodore 
Richard Chapman fired the 
Squadron cannon to mark 
the start of the 2015/16 
sailing season. 

28 RSYS boats, bedecked 
with colourful bunting then 
conducted an orderly parade 
past the Clubhouse with 
commentary from Sailing 
Manager Chris Stone.

Skippers and their crew 
demonstrated creative flair 
and a tremendous sense of 
fun with their costumes and 
boat decorations this year, 
sporting pirates, surgeons, a 
wedding party, ‘20’s Flappers 
and even a mermaid 
suspended from the mast!

Opening Day 2015
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Prizes were awarded to: 
Salacia II – Robert Bishop, 
Best Dressed Overall and 
also Spectators’ Choice.

Best Dressed Boat: 
Genovefa – Genevieve 
Slattery. 

Best Dressed Crew:  
Zeus – Jim Dunstan. 

Photos by John Jeremy, 
Rene Chapman and Will 
Pettigrew.

Opening Day 2015



12 2015 Laser Radial Youth 
World Championship  
15-20 August

by Oskar Hansen

Oskar Hansen (AUS 
208777) 2015 Laser 
Radial Youth Worlds 
Day 1, Blue Fleet.

Photo SailingShot. 

I travelled to Canada alongside the Australian 
Laser Radial Youth Team to the Laser Radial 
Youth World Championship in Kingston, Ontario. 
There were over 140 competitors in the boys 
division and 53 in the girls. 

Prior to the Youth Worlds, we had a week of 
practice competing in the CORK International as 
it was hosted at the same venue, Portsmouth 
Olympic Harbour. An added bonus of the regatta 
was that some of the other international teams 
also participated bringing together over 166 
competitors. The first day of CORK was light  
with winds ranging from 4-8 knots and extremely 
tricky conditions. I had a great start to the regatta 
with a 4th, 15th and 7th on the first day and 
finished the qualifying series well inside Gold 
Fleet in 30th. 

At that point the ‘unusual’ conditions kicked in. 
The competitors saw huge shifts of 40 degrees 
and great difference in pressures. This forced 
most sailors, including me, to record high  
scores, as it was extremely difficult to achieve 
consistency. I finished the regatta in 41st position 
after a DNF (Did Not Finish) and a BFD (black 
flag). 

After a day of recovery, the Laser Radial Youth 
World Championship began. On the first day of 
the regatta, a sea breeze filled which made for 
perfect racing. I scored a 26, 16 and 22 which 
put me just five points out from qualifying for 

Gold Fleet. The following day I had good starts, 
constantly rounding top 10 at the top mark, but 
then lost positions on the first downwind. The 
racing was extremely close and any little mistake 
was catastrophic. I finished the regatta in 27th  
in Silver Fleet and 16th overall in the Under 17 
years category.  

For months prior to the regatta my coach  
frequently talked about how critical the start was 
in a big fleet, but the funny part of the regatta 
was that the one start I messed up and got stuck 
on the pin, I went to the right on the first upwind 
and got a huge shift which ultimately got me the 
best race result of the regatta. 

The main goal for the Worlds was not so much 
the end result, but rather the execution of starts 
and gaining of valuable experience, which I 
believe I achieved.

The best part of going to Canada was that it was 
phenomenal experience. I made new friendships 
with sailors around the world and also saw the 
wonderful opportunities sailing can give you. I 
look forward to putting in the hours over summer 
and hope to qualify for Australia again next year.  
I would like to add a big thank you to the Club 
for all their support with funding and coaching; 
and of course to my parents.  

The 2016 Laser Radial Youth World 
Championship will be held from 23-30 July 2016 
in Dun Laoghaire, Ireland. 1
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Top: Old Tom after  
her complete 
refurbishment.

The past quarter has been busy at the Squadron 
Boatshed.

In addition to the regular maintenance services 
the Boatshed offers – shipwright services, quick 
slips, anti-fouls, hull polishing, electrical and 
mechanical maintenance – there have been 
significant upgrades to the Squadron’s fleet  
of vessels. 

Well-known tender Old Tom might more aptly  
be named ‘New Tom’, following her complete 
refurbishment this past winter.

Built in 1993 by Ian Taylor of Taylor Made Marine, 
Old Tom began her working life in Careel Bay,  
to the north of Sydney. In 2002 she arrived in 
Careening Cove, Kirribilli and began working as  
a tender and work boat to the Squadron. After  
a further decade of service, she was lifted in  
mid 2015 for a full refit.  

With Ned Brown leading the rebuild, Old Tom 
had her engine removed; her paintwork fully 
stripped back and re-sprayed; new fendering 
fitted and – perhaps most importantly – a brand 
new Yanmar engine installed by Scott Griffiths 
from Victory Marine.

She has since been relaunched and is currently 
running in her new engine providing tender 
services throughout the week; especially for  
the Friday Twilight and the Saturday race series. 
Members have been very complimentary with 
regard to the work undertaken.  

The next task the Boatshed has lined up is the 
installation of another new Yanmar engine in Ida, 
in October 2015.  

Ida is the largest tender in the Squadron fleet  
and has been in Kirribilli for over 20 years. She is 
known to Members as the purveyor of industrial 
deafness, but no more! In addition to a new, 
stronger, quieter engine, she will have a new 

Old Tom

by Theadora Franks 

instrument panel built, as well as her regular 
scrubbing and anti-foul. 

Old Tom and Ida are strong ambassadors for  
the work the Boatshed is able to perform.  

RSYS Boatshed services are available to 
Members and their friends throughout the year. 
Please contact the Waterfront Office for advice 
and quotations. 1

Left: Old Tom’s 
refurbished propeller.

Far left: the original 
Old Tom going in the 
water.

Below Left: The new 
Old Tom back on the 
water.

Below: Old Tom’s 
lines.
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NSW Youth Optimist 
State Championship, 
Georges River.

Photo: Briony Tyquin.

temperature reaching 38 degrees, the racing was 
at first postponed, then held up with an on water 
AP, before the lack of wind saw the final day’s 
racing abandoned.

Finnian Alexander from DBSC was the Laser 
Radial Youth Champion, with Oskar finishing  
8th overall. Our thanks to the RSYS coaches  
that supported us on and off water and to the 
Georges River Sailing Club for hosting the event.

Carl: New South Wales Youth States was a great 
regatta held at Georges River Sailing Club. In the 
Optimist class we had over 120 competitors and 
I sailed in Open Fleet. In Open Fleet there were 
around 65 boats. I finished 47th which I was very 
happy with as it was my first time in Open Fleet. 
RSYS had a club training camp one day before 
the regatta which was a very helpful experience.  
It was very useful to see what is was like to sail  
in Georges River. I am grateful to Mike Leigh, our 
training camp coach. 

Anna: Over the October long weekend I sailed  
in the NSW Youth States at Georges River Sailing 
Club (GRSC) in the Optimist class in Green Fleet. 
This was my last regatta in Green Fleet before I 
moved up to the Intermediate Fleet at the ACT 
Championships and I wanted to sail well. 

The wind was really light all weekend and some-
times the current in the mouth of the Georges 
River was running faster than the wind and the 
fleet didn’t go anywhere, (well we went 
backwards!).

I had a really good regatta with a few top three 
finishes in Green Fleet to give me a 5th overall  
for the regatta. I met a few really nice girls  
from other clubs as I was the only Squaddy 
representative in Green Fleet. I hope that we will 
sail against each other at more regattas in the 
future. Thanks to Dad for being there all weekend 
on his paddle-board. I had a great time.

YNSW Youth Championship 3-5 October 

Madi: The annual NSW Youth Championship 
was held at Georges River Sailing Club over the 
October long weekend. It was a great weekend 
to test everyone’s skills in the trying conditions 
that Botany Bay provides. The Laser Radial class, 
including Oskar Hansen and myself, consisted  
of a 24 strong fleet, with many coming from 
interstate to compete. It was competitive at the 
start line and shifty on course, which tested our 
tactics and boat handling from start to finish. 

With a reasonable breeze finally filling in on 
Saturday, the Laser Radials managed to complete 
four races. It was slightly choppy, with a shifty 
breeze, but the day ultimately delivered our best 
results, with Oskar placing 3rd in one of the four 
races. 

Sunday saw a number of wind delays, with  
only two races completed. However this was  
to be a better outcome than Monday! With the 

Youth News 

by Madi Kornman, Carl 
Hansen, Anna Tyquin, 
Simon Gambi and Josh 
Chant

Right: Madi Kornman.

Far right: Carl Hansen.

Photos: Robin Evans.



ACT Optimist 
Championship.

Photos by: Sophie 
Hunt, John Collyer 
and Kim Davison.

15ACT Optimist Championship  
24-25 October

The ACT Optimist Championship was held  
at the Canberra Yacht Club. With eight RSYS 
competitors, this event looks set to become  
a regular feature on the Club calendar. 

Congratulations to AJ Whitnall who came 3rd  
in the Intermediate Fleet. AJ led the top mark in 
two races and got into the lead in another, but 
the shifty and gusty winds made it very hard to 
cover. His best race was when he jumped the 
gun and had to restart, when he finally came 
back he was 1:30 minutes late, but in the 51 
boat fleet, sailed a near perfect race and got 
back to 8th. 

The RSYS contingent included eight sailors for 
whom this was their first regatta, and they gained 
very valuable experience. Well done to Isabel  
and Georgia for travelling all the way down to  
be a part of the Green Fleet.

Youth Elliott sailing 

Simon: The start of the Summer Elliott Youth 
and Intermediate Development Programme  
has been a success. We have welcomed  
greater numbers than expected and held many 
productive training sessions. 

The programme has already seen a team 
participate in two RSYS mini regattas and several 
Friday Twilights as we work towards the summer 
match racing season. While boat handling is still 
a significant focus, the Squad has had a number 
of opportunities to develop understanding of  
the application of the Match Racing rules with 
numerous boats on the water. We have also 
been lucky enough to take away a raft of different 
techniques and ideas, thanks to the efforts of  
a number of visiting coaches. We have been 
fortunate with the weather as well, with training 
sessions being held in all weathers, allowing the 
programme participants to develop skills in all 
sorts of conditions. 

If you have a child or grandchild who would like 
to learn to sail or participate in Youth racing 
activities, please contact the Sailing Office. 1
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Yachts on the RSYS Register have always played 
a prominent role in Gaffers Day, which is hosted 
every two years by the Sydney Amateur Sailing 
Club. The event is primarily a celebration of 
‘boats that hoist a spar’, but classic yachts of all 
shapes, rigs and sizes are welcome and boosted 
this year’s fleet to almost 100 entrants – a new 
record.

Gaffers Day is as much an onshore festival as  
a regatta, with the SASC deck and pontoon 
crowded with wooden boat enthusiasts, crews 
and their families. The tantalising smells of a BBQ 
breakfast waft across Mosman Bay from early 
morning as the larger classic yachts begin to 
assemble at the club. This year pride of place 
went to Archina (Bill Ferris and Joe Skrzynski), 
Caprice of Huon (David Champtaloup), Anitra V 
(Philip Brown) and Nerida (Sir James Hardy).

Perhaps the most impressive presence was by 
the large fleet of Couta boats rafted gunnel-to-
gunnel ten deep just off the Cremorne shoreline, 
many of which had made the pilgrimage from 
Victoria to attend. Nineteen of these wonderful 
gaff-rigged open fishing sloops entered the 
regatta, including Rob Roy crewed by part-owner 
Malcolm Turnbull. The Prime Minister sailed 
incognito, beneath a wide-brimmed straw hat.

For the previous Gaffers Day in 2013 it blew 
35-40 knots across the Harbour, a wind strength 
that tested rigs and seamanship to the limit. This 
year the fleet – competing in seven divisions – 
had to cope with just the opposite: no more than 
3-5 knots of frustratingly variable breeze. 

‘Nerida is 16 tonnes,’ Sir James Hardy said. 
‘Even with the jackyard topsail up it was tough  
to keep the old girl moving. We didn’t run out  
of rehydration supplies, but we unfortunately ran 

GAFFERS DAY 2015
Sunday 18 October

by David Salter

Right: Cariad, Emily 
and Wattle after 
rounding the Shark 
Island Mark in the 
very light breeze.

Below right: The raft-
up of eleven Rangers 
and Coutas must be  
a record for Gaffers 
Day.

Photos: John Jeremy.



out of time.’ (In response to the light conditions 
the Race Committee extended the time limit so 
that most participants could register a recorded 
finishing time.)

The legendary Bill Gale of Ranger fame provided 
expert commentary for the 150 VIPs and guests 
who followed the regatta on the ferry Proclaim. 
After-race entertainment at The Amateurs 
included a troupe of wandering shanty singers 
who entertained the crowd with nautical songs 
and ballads stretching back more than 100 
years. Participants noted that RSYS Member 
Nick Cassim (Lolita) seemed to know all the 
words.

While RSYS Commodore Richard Chapman  
and his wife Rene did not compete on the race 
track, they did manage to watch Gaffers Day 
unfold from the official ferry, Richard said ‘What  
a wonderful event, it’s just fantastic to see so 
many old boats competing, as well as the crews 
so obviously enjoying themselves.’ He went on  
to say ‘The atmosphere on the ferry was an 
experience in itself, with Bill Gale’s commentary, 
and being able to catch up with so many sailing 
legends, I congratulate the Amateurs on running 
a truly great spectacle.’

Celebrations continued well after sunset and 
SASC Commodore Liam Timms summed up the 
day thus: ‘Every year we try to make Gaffers Day 
just that little bit more spectacular and enjoyable. 
2015 has certainly set a new benchmark. What’s 
truly special for us is that we can welcome boats 
and people from all the clubs – and that they all 
join in the fun.’

Gaffers Day will next be held in October 2017. 1

Left: Nerida, Anitra V 
and Lolita amongst  
the crowd of boats  
at the SASC.

Photo: John Jeremy.

Above: The start of 
the Ranger/Couta 
boat division. 

Left: Sir James 
Hardy’s Nerida with  
all sails aloft in the 
light breeze.

Photos: John Jeremy.
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18 Walter Reeks  
(1861 to 1925) 

by David Payne

2015 marks 90 years since Sydney naval 
architect and RSYS Life Member Walter Reeks 
passed away. Reeks had an extraordinary career 
and his legacy lives on. His letterhead was simple 
– ‘Practical & Consulting Naval Architect, & 
Marine Engineer’ and he was probably Australia’s 
first full time practising naval architect, enough  
for a permanent niche in the history of the 
profession. However Reeks added to that with 
the credits of shipbuilder, surveyor, broker, lecturer, 
speaker, teacher, yachtsman, mining company 
director, member of community associations and 
supporter of the arts. Within that web of activities, 
he produced over 300 designs.

Born in Christchurch, England, in 1861 to a corn 
dealer, details of his youth are open to speculation. 
He had an aptitude for maths and drawing and 
once this was mixed with the influence of yachts 
and ships, vessels he would have seen along the 
coast and in the Solent, his career was set. In  
the late 1870s he was apprenticed to Liverpool 
naval architect Alec Richardson, a contemporary 
of Fife, and he achieved a wide base of initial 
experience there and later at George Inman’s 
shipyard on the Solent. 

Arriving here in mid-1885, he settled into the 
Sydney scene easily. He married and had two 
children; however, tragically, his first wife died 
while they were very young. His home that he 
designed himself was on the hillside above 
Mosman Bay and his friends included the artists 
Tom Roberts and Arthur Streeton. Tragedy struck 
again when his son and aspiring marine engineer 
Kent was killed in the UK in 1913.

Once in Australia he quickly became Australian  
in outlook. His America’s Cup challenge was  
to be an Australian venture, and writing in the 
Sydney Illustrated News May 1888 he notes  
“We are already abreast the times in yachting  
and sailing… surely we shall soon lead the world, 
cease to speak of the American type and the 
English type, and have a type of our own, which 
other countries will look at with envious eyes,  
and call Australian”.

Reeks joined the RSYS in 1886. He rose to  
be Vice Commodore in 1906-1910 and was 
Honorary Measurer throughout his time as an 
active Member. He was also a member and 
measurer for many other Sydney clubs and was 

widely respected in the yachting community. The 
Herbert Beecroft portrait in the RSYS Collection is 
a classic pose. He is onboard his launch Wahine 
(1902), steering with an arrangement he used on 
a number of launches, a pedestal and helm on 
the cabin top, engine telegraph to starboard. His 
vice commodore’s flag is captured as well. THE 
BROWN FUNNEL – now that must be his pipe.

Reeks designed a series of stunning yachts, and 
the Squadron was lucky enough to have all five  
of his biggest in its fleet, along with one or two 
other classic vessels from his board. The yachts 
Era, Miranda, Iduna, Volunteer and Thelma graced  
the harbour from 1887 through to the early  
1900s, a sight captured in images, and a scene  
to rival anything elsewhere in the world; Era and 
Volunteer sparring – two 70 footers under full  
sail downwind; Thelma – a 56 footer that nearly 
brought the Sayonara cup to Sydney for the first 
time in 1909; Miranda – a large centreboard yawl 
on American lines. His versatility and development 
of ideas was on show with these craft. 

From 1901 the graceful SY Ena for (Sir) Thomas 
Dibbs cruised the harbour, and after the war  
Bona was brought back to Sydney by Sir Charles 
Lloyd Jones, then sold to the Alberts becoming 
Boomerang. Meanwhile the Alberts had been 
active in racing, and both Rawhiti and Rawhiti II 
were modified by Reeks to improve their 
performance. When the national Restricted  
21 Foot Class was set up, Reeks was heavily 

Thelma – Alec 
McCormick Collection.

The Brown Funnel.

Right: Era sail plan 
1887 drawn by David 
Payne, 2002.



19involved in the establishment, its administration 
and the management of the Forster Cup. 

The America’s Cup – just how close he came  
to putting a syndicate together is unknown, but 
reports indicate he had designed a yacht before 
the challenge was abandoned. Soon after he was 
organising Volunteer to represent Australia in a 
match on San Francisco harbour against Lurline, 
a schooner, but that too fell short of funds. In both 
instances it is now just as frustrating as then not 
to have seen them realised; could we have won?

Beyond yachts, Reeks roamed widely in vessel 
design. The ferries stand out. He designed many 
of the early double-ended ferries used frequently  
on the harbour – in particular the last five of  
the wooden Lady class around 1910. He also 
designed ferries for Hobart, Brisbane and Perth, 
steamers for New Zealand, and was the pioneer 
of the concept and shape for the iconic Manly 
ferries with Manly (1896) and Kuring Gai (1900). 

The pearling luggers he designed from 1891 
onwards put in place a yacht-like vessel for  
the Thursday Island and Torres Strait region,  
a style quite different from the type used in the 
northwest pearl fields around Broome, WA.  
He also designed schooner mother ships that 
worked with the fleet.

Motor launches became popular from the early 
1900s and Reeks produced many of the early 
Australian designs. There were excursions  
into NSW river traders, a drogher for the same 
waterways, an explorer’s launch for the Fly River 
in Papua New Guinea and a federal steamer then 
motor yacht for their administrator, a prototype 
fishing trawler for the federal government, tugs, 
lighters, large steamers, vessel modifications  
and adaptations, even a model racing skiff. His 
nephew was given plans for a model boat that 
taught him lessons in boat design. 

Reeks had firm design ideas and in the present 
era we might question some aspects. He was an 
advocate of Archer’s Wave Form theory at a time 
when the early scientific tank test and engineering 
approach of Froude and others was building  
the foundations of classical and technical naval 
architecture. He worked toward cost effectiveness 
with supervised trials; and he was working at  
the leading edge of the period, using the latest 
materials, keeping aware of many developments, 
and showing an evolution of shape that seems  
to keep up with changing trends. He was also 
prepared to take an unorthodox approach to 
meet the requirements for many of his designs.

The evidence we have from plans and 
specifications such as those for yachts prepared 
to Lloyds’ scantlings of the period shows he 
represented the highest standards of engineering 
and it was the same with his styling. He could  

Midships section of 
Bona/Boomerang.

Top: SS Manly and  
SS Kuring Gai.

Above: Walter Reeks 
who wished to 
challenge for the 
America’s Cup in 
1889.

be classic with such vessels as Bona or Ena, but 
at the same time he was trying new things. Look 
at the bold lines of Kuring Gai and Manly, ram 
bowed with a straight deck over a curved sheer. 
There’s a balance in these contrasting ideas.

His drawings are meticulous. Every item has 
been thought out by calculation or proportion 
and styled with an instinctive eye for a pleasing 
line. Although often attracted to unorthodox 
ideas, they were based on a reasoned approach.  
The cambered keel seen on Manly and Kuring 
Gai and featured on other ferries was there to 
reduce wetted surface. It was an idea he arrived 
at quite early in his career after cutting away 
deadwood on his first design Lady Mary. He 
staggered the propellers on one shallow draft, 
tunnel-hull stern ferry, cut away forefoot on a river 
steamer then reproduced this on Musa, the Fly 
River exploring craft. It probably helped if they 
got caught aground on sand banks and it would 
enable them to turn more easily in narrow rivers.

Unorthodox to the end, or perhaps ahead  
of his time? His final design was his own, a very 
unconventional Restricted 21 Footer called San 
Pan. It had its mast set aft of amidships, a big 
fore triangle and a chine hull shape, all features 
seen on the latest super-maxi Comanche.

The Squadron can be proud of its close 
association with Walter Reeks. 1



20 The Nautical  
Nineties

by Phillip Dulhunty

As we get older, most of us grow prudent enough 
to thoroughly check everything before we set out 
on an adventure. Aviation reinforces this particular 
virtue, teaching pilots the necessity of doing a 
thorough ‘walk-around’ followed by a regimented 
cockpit check, before every take off. After all, as 
Sir Isaac Newton proclaimed, what goes up must 
come down.

The same attention to detail should also apply to 
boats. They can sink if you don’t put the bung in 
– as I was to learn the hard way in about 1992, 
when I neglected to deploy the same discipline at 
sea as I would in the air. I was in Hong Kong with 
Alf Chown when Rene Tabouret, from the French 
glass insulator manufacturer Sediver, happened 
along. Rene and I had several things in common: 
he, too, was an aviator as well as an insulator 
manufacturer and boating enthusiast. 

I was keen to demonstrate to Rene my new 
invention, the Flook flying anchor, which Alf was 
trying to market in Hong Kong. Alf was also 
trying to market a small runabout called a ‘Carib 
Dory’, an example of which we had moored at 
the Hong Kong Yacht Club. Alf and I took Rene 
out in the Carib Dory to one of the beaches on 
the other side of the island for the demo, which 
began smoothly enough. 

The Flook flew and held in the sand as it was 
designed to do; but what happened next is 
probably best left unsaid, yet was such a 
comedy of errors that it screams out for 
publication. So here goes. 

As we came around the point into the main 
shipping channel, our outboard motor started  
to run roughly, then stopped altogether. 

A brief inspection of the engineering parts of the 
motor revealed that everything was in perfect 
order but that there was no gas in the tank. Alf 
promptly apologised and admitted he hadn’t 
checked the tank before we left. 

Not to worry, we would just have to get out the 
oars and start rowing, even if there was a bit of 
an adverse wind and the current was against us. 

We had a quick look for the oars and asked Alf 
where they were. ‘Oars, what oars?’ he replied. 
‘Well,’ we said, ‘these rowlocks here are 
supposed to take oars in case we run out of 
petrol and have to row.’ ‘Sorry,’ came the reply,  
‘I don’t know anything about oars. The Carib 
Dory isn’t meant for rowing.’ ‘Throw out the 
anchor!’ I suggested. ‘What, no anchor?’ 

‘We’d better get a tow,’ I said, as I stood up, 
waved my arms about and began yelling at the 
top of my voice. A constant stream of ships, tugs 
and junks was passing by, but apart from a few 
friendly waves back, I got no reaction from any 
passengers or crew on these vessels. 

Eventually, Rene came up with an idea that was 
to prove our saviour. 

‘These seats,’ he said, ‘we can unscrew them 
and use them as paddles.’ Luckily, I had my 
Leatherman Multi Tool with me. It wasn’t long 
before we had the two seats unscrewed and we 
set off on the longest and most difficult paddle  
of our lives. If you’ve ever tried paddling with a 
large plank of wood you’ll know what I mean. 

At least we weren’t being washed further out to 
sea and appeared to be making a bit of headway. 
We were just about exhausted when a great 
trawler came up behind us and answered our 
cries for help. 

The trawler’s crew saved us but nearly sank us  
in the process. They duly threw over a tow rope: 
not one made for dinghies or water-skiers, mind 
you, but a bloody great big hawser, three inches 
(7.62 centimetres) in diameter and capable of 
towing ocean liners. When it landed on our boat 
it nearly knocked out Rene and almost sank us. 
It must have weighed 100 kilogrammes per 
metre! There was no way of fixing it to our little 
tub so we had to hang on to it with our bare 
hands, like in a tug o’ war. We had removed the 
seats, of course, so had to sit in the bottom and 
hang on.

Poor Rene couldn’t get his feet set against any-
thing and was promptly pulled out of the boat 
into the water. Fortunately, the watching deck-
hands on the trawler stifled their convulsions of 
laughter long enough to stop in midstream so 
that poor Rene could clamber back aboard. 

Remember, this nautical farce was not being 
played out in some quiet backwater but in the 
middle of Hong Kong’s principal shipping route, 
thus guaranteeing us the maximum degree of 
embarrassment. 

The armada of ships using the channel would 
not, or could not, stop to help us. All they did 
was blow their horns. The only vessel that 
stopped was the Star Ferry, which was capable 
of going backwards as well as forwards. The 
unfolding scene of our distress provided a great 
spectacle for the ferry’s passengers as they 
rushed to the side to see what calamity had 
brought the ferry to a stop. 

Those seats-cum-paddles came in handy again 
when we finally relinquished the hawser outside 
the Royal Yacht Club and suffered the ignominy 
of having all the members watch us as we 
paddled feebly to the dock. 1

After this humiliating 
episode we made up the 
following aviation-type 
checklist for dinghies: 

1.  Put fuel in the outboard  
     motor 
2.  Carry a spare tank of fuel 
3.  Carry a spare outboard  
     motor 
4.  Check off the list of  
     essential tools 
5.  Take a pair of oars 
6.  Use one oar as a mast  
     and carry a sail 
7.  Put in the bung 
8.  Carry a bailing bucket 
9.  Ensure that a suitable  
     tow rope/anchor line  
     is present 
10. Carry an anchor 
11. Carry a signal lamp 
12. Carry a signal horn 
13. Carry an SOS flag 
14. Check weather report 
15. Take life jackets 
16. Take emergency rations 
17. Take fishing line; and 
18. Better not go on the  
      boat at all.
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Higinbotham, Valerie A L Brown P Sorensen
Hooke, Susan R G Lawson P C Reid
Houlihan, Joseph M M Knapp G Slattery
Jones, Justine R A Gardiner R M Hammond
McCann, Kathryn P R Alexander R B Taylor
Reynolds, Leisa J Ladd-Hudson E A Henning
Robins, Penelope R Corbett D R Smith
Skinner (Dr), Judy G R Cassidy R Littlewood
Stigson McAllister, Sara  G A Payne P J Davison
Taylor, Fay A R Olding K Alexander
Van Bellen, Maree P Williams W Gilbert
Walter, Yvonne G Webb A J Pittorino
Webb, Jan A J Pittorino V M Prentice
Wittey, Janie M McCann Rear Commodore C Brook

YOUTH:
Cassidy, Douglas P Crane A Baker
Gilbert, Abigail A S Jones W Foxall
Jones, Ashleigh R A Gardiner R M Hammond
Jones, Daniel R A Gardiner R M Hammond
Jones, Hamish R A Gardiner R M Hammond
McAllister, Freya G A Payne P J Davidson
McAllister, Leopold G A Payne P J Davidson
McAllister, Vincent G A Payne P J Davidson
Raftesath, Imogen B McKean S Kevans
Rose, Lillian P Thackray R Littlewood
Wittey, Tiana M McCann Rear Commodore C Brook

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

The following Members  
have transferred their 
category:

Absentee to 
Metropolitan 
M Wait

Metropolitan  
to Country 
J Rozman

The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend  
their sympathies to  
the families of those 
recently deceased 
Members listed below:

Ley, Ena Alice;  
Beowulf, Thorhammer 
Nicholas;  
Cummings AM, James 
Bartholomew;  
McGrath, Adrian 
Robert;  
Black, Ian Stuart;  
Leser, Bernard Herman
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Club Life  
it’s Lively!

by Isabel Wartho
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Left: The Club couldn’t function without its  
cohort of volunteers. Member Dick Small  
gathers together our race officials, past and 
present, every quarter to enjoy lunch and hear  
a presentation. On 10 November, Member Paul 
Kerrigan gave a most informative presentation 
about Drina’s successful transit of the North  
West Passage, the second Australian Yacht  
to complete the passage westward in one 
season unassisted.

Below: On 5 November, the Intermediates 
benefitted from financial advice and tips offered 
by Member Paul Clitheroe, pictured here with 
Intermediates Co-Chairs Stu Pollard and Millie 
Brown.

There’s so much happening at the Squadron! 
Events are publicised in the monthly OnBoard 
bulletin in print and online, but for the most 
current information, please read the weekly 
Social e-newsletter on Thursdays.

Left: Our Members love a good party – the 
dancing at the Commodore’s Ball in August 
continued past midnight.

Below left: Commodores’ Lunch in August.  
Left to right: Commodores Dickson, Longworth, 
Mobbs, Dunstan, Harrison, Wood, Levy and 
Chapman.



RSYS Activities December 
2015 to February 2016
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December
15 Tuesday Twilight – final before Christmas
18 Friday Twilight series – final before Christmas  
 + Rooftop Bar, Shell Cove
19 Spring Series, Clubhouse Finish + Mini A & B
19 Sail Sydney Youth Regatta
20 Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
24  Christmas Eve 
25 Christmas Day Club Closed
26 Boxing Day Ferries & Lunch (Carabella & CCA)
26 Sydney to Hobart (CYCA)
30 New Year’s Eve Cruise to Lake Macquarie
31 New Year’s Eve Dinner CCA

January
1 New Year’s Day Public Holiday
6 Wednesday RPEYC
9 Saturday Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room 
13 Wednesday RPEYC
15  Friday Twilight Series – first for 2016 + Rooftop Bar, Shell Cove
16 Summer Series, Clubhouse Finish + Mini A
17 Sunday Grand Buffet Lunch Carabella Room
20 Wednesday RPEYC
22 Friday Twilight Series + Rooftop Bar, Shell Cove
23 Summer Series + Mini B
24  Sunday Series – first for 2016
26 Australia Day Regatta & SOPS
26 Australia Day Buffet Lunch Carabella Room
27 Wednesday RPEYC 
27-30 Etchells Milson Silver Goblets
29 Friday Twilight Series + Rooftop Bar, Shell Cove
30 Summer Series + Mini A

February
2 Tuesday Twilight Series – first for 2016
3 Wednesday RPEYC 
5 Friday Twilight Series + Rooftop Bar, Shell Cove
6 Saturday Grand Buffet Dinner, Carabella Room
6 Summer Series + Milson Memorial Cup
7  Sunday Series 
7-11 Hardy Cup Match Racing Regatta
9 Tuesday Twilight Series
10 Wednesday RPEYC 
12 Friday Twilight Series + Rooftop Bar, Shell Cove
11-13  Farr 40 Sydney Open (Pre-Worlds) Regatta
13  Summer Series + Mini B
16 Tuesday Twilight Series
16-19 Farr 40 Rolex World Championship
17 Wednesday RPEYC 
19  Friday Twilight Series + Rooftop Bar, Shell Cove
20 Summer Series, Clubhouse Finish + Mini A 
21 Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
21  Sunday Series
23  Tuesday Twilight Series
24 Wednesday RPEYC 
26  Friday Twilight Series + Rooftop Bar, Shell Cove
27  Summer Series + Mini B

Fascinators fluttered and pulses raced as 
capacity crowds in the Carabella Room and CCA 
cheered on the horses at Melbourne Cup Day.

Y’all had a mighty fine time at the CCA Ranch  
for the Texas Barbecue in September, with 
steeds, Stetsons and plenty of Country & 
Western on display. 



Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2016
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Notes on Card Dates 
1.  Helen Huggins 9439 7394.

2.  FIRST & THIRD THURSDAYS –  
Price $30pp includes sandwich luncheon. 

On the first Thursday in June 2016 a hot dish  
will be served in place of the sandwich luncheon.

Price $45pp.

The Annual Meeting will be held on 2 June 2016 
in the Kirribilli Room. 

3.  SECOND & FOURTH THURSDAYS –  
Price $30pp, includes sandwich luncheon. 

4.  Social Mixed Bridge is played on Monday 
afternoons in the Shell Cove Room. Bookings 
should be made by Friday of the preceding week 
and where possible in pairs to facilitate play. All 
welcome. 

5.   Members wishing to make permanent 
bookings for 2016 are requested to complete the 
special form for this purpose, available from the 
reception desk.

Item  Price

Squadron History Book Volume 2 $ 13.50

Squadron Pennant Label   
Car/Boat Stickers  $  3.00

Squadron Buttons – Small $  6.40

                       Medium $  6.60

                      Large $  7.75

Squadron Lapel Pin  $  5.00

Sesquicentenary Lapel Pin  $  10.00

Squadron Cap Badges $ 27.00

Squadron Cuff Links   $ 25.00

Squadron Sunglasses Strap  $ 15.00

Squadron Caps   $ 25.00

Squadron Wide Brim Sun Hat $ 20.00

Squadron Navy Jumper V-Neck  $120.00

Squadron “Woolly Pully” Woollen Jumper  $160.00

Squadron Rugby Jersey  $  65.00

Squadron Silk Tie  $ 72.00

Squadron Ladies Scarf $ 65.00

Squadron Belt  $ 67.00

Squadron Waterproof Sailing Bag $125.00

RSYS Playing Cards  $ 35.00

RSYS Bridge Scorers   $ 15.50

RSYS Burgees  –  6˝ x  9˝  $ 30.00 

  – 10˝ x 15˝ $ 30.00 

 – 12˝ x 18˝  $ 35.50 

 – 14˝ x 21˝  $ 40.00 

 – 16˝ x 24˝ $ 41.00 

 – 18˝ x 27˝  $ 41.00 

 – 24˝ x 36˝ $ 44.00 

 – 30˝ x 45˝ $ 83.00

Prices include GST

Descriptions and  
images are available in 
the Members Section  
of the website,  
www.rsys.com.au

January
Monday 11 Mixed Bridge
Monday 18 Mixed Bridge
Monday 25  Mixed Bridge

February
Monday 1 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 4 Rubber
Monday 8 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 11 Duplicate
Monday  15 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 18 Rubber
Monday 22 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 25 Duplicate
Monday 29 Mixed Bridge

March
Thursday 3 Rubber
Monday 7 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 10 Duplicate
Monday  14 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 17 Rubber
Monday 21 Mixed Bridge
Thursday 24 Duplicate
Monday 28 NO BRIDGE –  
  Easter Weekend
Thursday 31 Teams

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 10 February
Wednesday 9 March

$60.00 per person 



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.

Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 

Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171.

Carabella Room à la carte Dining
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.

Carabella Room Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month for Dinner from 6.30pm and the 3rd 
Sunday for Lunch from 12.30pm.

Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  

The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 8am until 4pm.

For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 

Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  

Carabella Dining Room
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of a Member, are welcome 
during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.

This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.

It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Eight furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.

Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.

All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 

Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars. Please advise any  
staff member if you are made aware of any 
breach of this regulation. 

SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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Ceilidh, Orange kite 237, Hamilton Island Race Week. Photo Andrea Francolini/Audi.


