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2015 Member
Survey results
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by Commodore
Richard Chapman
services that support our ‘Member for Life’
philosophy. Ongoing reviews of membership
structure, costs and a more flexible approach
to fee payments are under consideration. We
will review the Member nomination process to
streamline and modernise the experience. We
will prepare a Member handbook to promote
greater awareness of what is on offer at the
Club. We need to grow the revenue base to
alleviate pressure on membership fees through
Club activities, introducing limited corporate
sponsorship and Non Member functions when
availability permits.

I sincerely thank everyone who contributed
their time and responded to our recent survey.
The overwhelming sentiment that reverberates
through the survey responses is Members’
pride in belonging to the RSYS and your overall
satisfaction with the facilities and services our
Club offers.
The survey has been an important part of our
strategic planning, and I am confident that
the process we have undertaken together will
bring our community closer and reinvigorate our
commitment to securing the path to a prosperous
future for the Squadron.
Below is a summary of the key themes that have
emerged from the survey and the Committee’s
responses:
Service: There is a level of dissatisfaction
with the standard of service at the Club which
we will address as a priority in order to ensure
that RSYS is your first venue of choice. We will
implement revised induction procedures for new
staff and improved training for existing staff to
ensure consistent and superior levels of service
that enhance the Club experience for Members
and guests.
Value: We are committed to making our Club
more family friendly and providing facilities and

Facilities: We need to evolve to maintain
relevance and provide a more contemporary
range of facilities that will attract and retain the
next generation of Members. A high proportion
of respondents want either a gym, pool or
marina; each poses their own challenges, but
will be explored. There is interest in a safe child
friendly play area which would encourage family
visits and retain Members through their family
raising years. Investment in improved technology,
communications and audio visual infrastructure
can make the Club a leading business and
social function venue. The Club’s current sailing
infrastructure should be further developed to
meet the needs of the Youth and Intermediate
Sailing programmes and give RSYS the capability
to host major championships.
Communications: The continued migration to
digital communications will be accelerated to
achieve more timely and targeted communication.
The new online Customer Relationship Management system will enable Members to access their
personal and account details, make bookings,
update their personal information and select
communications preferences.
The above, while not an exhaustive list, will
I hope, provide you with a sense of where
the focus of the General Committee and
management will be for the next 12 months.
My full letter to Members has been emailed
to Members, published at www.rsys.com.au/
members/survey and is available in hardcopy
from Reception.
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Lord Howe Island
The Ocean “Cruise”
by Nigel Stoke

It’s a long way for a sausage…
The Lord Howe Island Group is listed by UNESCO
as a world heritage site of global significance,
providing endless delight for the visiting tourist.
Discovered by a First Fleet ship en route to
Norfolk Island in 1788, it wasn’t settled until
1834. Many of the current islanders can trace
their family history back to those early days of
settlement.
For the cruising yachtsman, the stunning sight
of the massive twin peaks, Mount Gower and
Mount Lidgbird, appearing over the horizon from
40 miles offshore, makes this island one of the
most memorable landfalls anywhere in the world.
Getting there also makes us realise that genuine
long distance ocean cruising is not for the faint
hearted. It is certainly a significantly different
experience from sedate cruising in company
to Pittwater or Bantry Bay.

Top: Departure from
RSYS November 2014.
Above: The Classic
Yacht Trophy salvaged
from Fidelis’ bow
runner which was lost
in a storm in 1998 and
recovered from the
lagoon.

At just over 420NM north east of Sydney (or
approximately 370NM east of Coffs Harbour),
reaching Lord Howe from the mainland is a
true blue water passage. Inevitably, the weather
seems to blow from the island for at least some
of the outbound voyage, and to the island for the
trip home. Fuel is available, but there are minimal
port facilities in the sense of most Australian east
coast destinations, and no marina. Instead, Lord
Howe offers a breathtakingly beautiful lagoon
with up to 15 moorings, mostly suited for vessels
with draft less than two metres. In addition there
are some five or six deeper moorings in less
protected waters.
Once ashore, there’s plenty to do on the island:
surfing, bike riding, bird watching, fishing,
snorkeling, scuba diving, walking, golf, a range
of guided tours and just sitting and admiring

the view. The few roads have a speed limit of
25kph, which helps everyone take things at
a more leisurely pace. For a remote location
with fewer than 300 permanent residents, Lord
Howe boasts a remarkable variety of dining
experiences, from the humble nightly fish fry
at the local bowling club to elegant gourmet
restaurants. Accommodation ranges from
modest self-catering lodges to five star luxury.
There is a daily air service to Sydney and regular
services to Port Macquarie and Brisbane.
Over the past decade the annual Ned’s Beach
Classic Yacht BBQ, held on the second Tuesday
after the Melbourne Cup, has developed into
the primary yachties’ event on the island.
Some of the participating yachts and crews
have been regular visitors for many years, first
as competitors in the now discontinued Gosford
to Lord Howe race, and now in the more relaxed
cruise.
Most yachts plan to leave the East Coast with
favourable weather conditions and allow a
generous spread of days in which to complete
the passage. This provides a safety margin
and also the opportunity to ensure that they will
arrive in good time to enjoy the unique island
atmosphere with like-minded sailing comrades.
Visiting yachts are obliged to have a confirmed
booking for a mooring before they leave the
mainland as there are restrictions on anchorage.
On arrival, yachts can only enter the lagoon and
pick up moorings under supervision of the Port
Operations Manager, or his designate, and only
in daylight.
Just four yachts set off for the first BBQ in
November 2002. Twelve years later that casual
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Centre: on left is
Mount Lidgbird and
Mount Gower on right.
Left: Fidelis in the Man
of War Passage.

armada has steadily increased to the point where
it is now stretching the island’s capacity. Last
year 15 yachts set out from Sydney, Pittwater,
Newcastle and Brisbane to meet up at Lord
Howe. More than 60 yachties assembled for
the BBQ on Ned’s Beach to be welcomed by
the islanders, the CEO of the Lord Howe Island
Board, the Port Operations Manager, the policeman, and representatives of the island school.
The planning for each cruise is informal with
each skipper making their own decisions as to
booking a mooring and accommodation, and
preparing their boat and crew. Most of the yachts
carry HF radios and/or Sat Phones and join
regular position skeds monitored by Clive Wilson
at Lord Howe Island Maritime. Clive is an island
fixture and has been a great supporter of the
yachting community for almost 50 years. His
guidance and knowledge of the local waters
is invaluable.
The BBQ Cruise has no organising authority
but follows a familiar pattern each year. First,
an intriguing poster begins to appear mid-year
on notice boards around the waterfront. This
announces the Ned’s Beach BBQ date, and the
details of an informal “quiet little drink” gathering
in June or July for interested skippers and crews.
The BBQ is an opportunity to reminisce and
swap stories and thoughts for the coming year.
A further “compass check” function for those
with definite plans and booked moorings then
takes place at the Sydney Amateur Sailing Club
in Mosman Bay in September. Current information
on participating boats and crew contact details
are shared. For those undertaking their first trip
to the island this is also a good opportunity to

gather some useful advice from those who have
done the hard miles into the Tasman many times.
But the Classic Yacht BBQ is much more than
just a yachties’ party. It is a very successful fundraising event for the local public school. The LHI
School P&F provide a lavish all-you-can-eat feast
for which the yachties each make a personal
donation of $50. Over the past 12 years more
than $40,000 has been presented to support
the school.
Those wishing to join in the fun need only to find
their own way to Lord Howe Island, navigate over
the hill to Ned’s Beach, bring $50, a sense of
humour – and their BYO consumables. We look
forward to seeing you there.
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Above: Fidelis crew
November 2013.
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Cruising the Beagle
Passage and Cape Horn
by David and Sarah Salt

Our adventure commenced in the colourful
Atacama Desert in the North of Chile, renowned
for its moonscapes, salt lakes with pink flamingos
and hot springs. We worked our way south
down the scenic Andes visiting San Carlos de
Bariloche, Puerto Varas, Torres del Paine NP and
El Calafate. After three weeks we reached the
frontier town of Ushuaia, and the temperature
dropped as we moved south.

Our charter vessel
Commitment at anchor
at Caleta Ferrari.

Puerto Williams
marina.

We boarded our charter vessel Commitment, a
two masted Ocean 60 built by Southern Ocean
Yachts in Poole, UK. We met our skipper Jordan,
the son of solo round the world sailor Tony
Mowbray, and Marina, our multi-talented Frenchborn chef, guide and all-round crew person.
This was to be our home for the next two weeks
as we sailed around the Horn and cruised the
Fiords of Tierra del Fuego.
We first had to clear customs for the trip, the
usual tedious process, then headed to Puerto
Williams on the southern side of the Beagle
Channel and the Port of Entry for Chile. We very
quickly learnt that the unpredictable wind and
weather controlled all yacht movements, with
prevailing erratic strong winds from the west
interspersed with bullets which funnelled down
the snow-capped mountains and valleys on
either side. We sailed eastwards with reefed or
full headsail making up to 9.4 knots with a lumpy
following sea, as beating westwards up the
channel would have been a long and laborious
job. We made excellent time and were tucked

up in Puerto Williams in three and a half hours,
then straight to the Port Captain to go through
Chilean arrival formalities, another lengthy
process.
Puerto Williams, known as the southernmost
town in the world, is owned and operated by
the “Armada” i.e. the Chilean Navy. The marina
consisted of an old Chilean Navy vessel, the
Micalvi, built in 1925 and beached in a very
protected inlet. Yachts tie alongside in three rows
with additional yachts mooring alongside earlier
arrivals. There were about 30 yachts in the
marina, so we tied up alongside a large French
ketch. We needed to clamber over four yachts
before getting onto the Micalvi, before reaching
land. The Micalvi served as bar and clubhouse
and was a great way to meet visiting yachtsmen,
mainly from France, Germany and Australia.
Yachts in the marina consisted of a number
being laid up for the winter, a variety of intrepid
round the world cruisers, one dismasted US
yacht that had been towed in from south of the
Horn and a variety of charter yachts doing similar
trips to ourselves plus the Antarctic. We heard
plenty of stories about the Drake Passage from
the odd assortment of sailors who had visited
Antarctica by yacht. We fortified ourselves for
the days ahead with traditional Pisco Sours.
That night, following a last check of weather
conditions, Jordan decided we had a window
of opportunity and would make straight for the
Horn and then spend our second week cruising
the Fiords. We were somewhat relieved that we
would be able to get this part of the trip over
before the relative peace of the Fiords. Next
morning, after Jordan obtained our Karpe (travel
permit) from the Port Captain, we left feeling
just a little apprehensive, knowing the reputation
of the Horn, the stories from the previous night,
tales of the Drake Passage and what many
sailors have experienced in the past.
We sailed east down the Beagle passage and
headed south past Isla Navarino with double
reefed main and reefed headsail, constantly
changing sails as the conditions varied, and
anchored for the night after a heavy rain squall
on the east side of Isla Lennox in a relatively
large bay surrounded by kelp beds. Our
constant companions were seals, penguins and
cormorants in the water, whilst albatross and a
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variety of smaller seabirds wheeled and soared
around us. The next day we set off with more
than just a little trepidation as we had to sail
south for most of the day across a large bay,
Bahia Nassau, which was relatively unprotected
and notorious for ugly seas building from the
west, however we continued south in N-NW
winds with poled out headsail and reefed main,
ideal sailing conditions in fact, and not the
unfriendly seas anticipated. We sailed through
the passage between Isla Deceit and Herschel,
a small group of islands just north of Isla Hornos
and headed SW as the breeze freshened, with
inner headsail and double reefed main, heading
for the NW corner of Isla Hornos. Conditions
were lively but enjoyable.
We constantly watched the grey skies and
deteriorating weather around us as we sailed
down the west of the Island and turned
eastwards towards the Cape. We dropped all
sails just before being hit by a 65 knot squall
coming down off the top of the Cape, a rugged
and imposing shoreline. Then we motor sailed
eastwards with small reefed inner headsail past
the Horn and rounded the island after talking
to the lighthouse keeper on the radio. We had

Top: David and Sarah
cruising the Beagle
Passage.
Above: Cape Horn.
Left: the anchorage
at Estero Coloane.
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Cruising the Beagle
Passage and Cape Horn
Continued

hoped to land and walk up to the Albatross
Memorial, but due to the weather and the sea
this was not possible. Instead we worked our
way back north with a freshening breeze and
lumpy seas to anchor at 1800hrs in Coleta
Marshal on Isla Herschel, a protected bay where
the wind howled through the rigging all night.
Nevertheless, we were very satisfied that we had
accomplished what we had set out to achieve
and could now look forward to cruising in Tierra
del Fuego.
We enjoyed good sailing back to Puerto Williams,
where we needed to obtain a new Karpe for the
next part of our trip westwards up the Beagle
Passage, however the port was closed for 48
hours due to 55 knot winds, so we explored the
town and its environs. We found that the weather
was very variable and it could, or would, change
in an instant, so we were constantly reefing
during our fortnight sailing.
We expected the second week to be far more
relaxing as we headed out of Puerto Williams
at 0730hrs for the trip westwards. We sailed
past Ushuaia and into the Chilean Fiords of Isla
Grande de Tierra del Fuego, an island mostly
in Argentina but with the western part in Chile.
At 1730hrs we anchored in Caleta Olla after a

Top: glacier Norieste
Channel.
Above: glacier Estero
Coloane.

Right: Seno Pia Brazo
NW.

very lively sail with varying NW winds of 30 knots
and squalls coming down the mountain valleys
at 50 knots plus.
Nothing could prepare us for the solitude, stark
scenery and pristine beauty of the snow capped
mountains, cascading glaciers and rushing
waterfalls of icy water. Each day we rounded
another corner to see yet more glaciers, more
waterfalls and snow capped mountains. Each
day we motored up to a glacier, our yacht
surrounded by small icebergs, or disembarked
and clambered over ice and moraine, or walked
through pristine wilderness to look at beaver
dams whilst watching condors wheel overhead.
It is very difficult to describe what we saw –
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a wonderful cook, and fresh food lasted the
fortnight due to the cold climate. Beer and white
wine were stored against the hull and served at
an appropriate temperature. We had a cabin and
bathroom to ourselves and were lucky to be the
only charterers, as the yacht had capacity for
three couples. Dressing for “on deck” consisted
of several layers including thermals, fleeces,
Musto jacket and wet weather gear. Getting out
of bed in the morning was a race to pull on a
layer of warm clothing, as opposed to a race

Left: Centolla crabs.
Below: glacier
Garibaldi.

each day was a kaleidoscope of visual sensations
and experiences.
The Beagle Channel divides into two channels
at the western end, and we sailed around Isla
Gordon located between the two channels.
We anchored in Estero Coloane, a well-protected
bay with small inlets, and to be on the safe side,
anchored with aft and forward lines in case the
wind blew up. Our anchorage was surrounded
by mountains with another spectacular glacier
in the foreground which we later explored.
There were a number of French and Australian
charter yachts in the area, and we met up with
Venus a French yacht tucked away in a little
bay close by. They had set a crab pot and
we were invited to dinner as they had caught
eleven Centolla, or King Crabs. What a way
to finish a perfect day! The crab was washed
down with Chilean Malbec or Sauvignon Blanc
as we listened to Marina on fiddle and Romash
on guitar. The following morning they gave us
four live crabs as they had caught a further
twenty-one.
That night snow fell on the deck and a thin
layer of ice formed on the surface of the water,
which shattered as we left the anchorage. We
slowly headed eastwards with light winds and
picture postcard weather past soaring peaks,
dusted with fresh snow and again more glaciers.
It is really the most spectacular country we
have ever seen. We sailed past seal colonies,
Magellan penguins and flocks of cormorants.
Elegant Albatross glided endlessly over the
waves with hardly a flap of their wings.
Life aboard Commitment was fun and very
casual, and luckily there was a diesel heater
to keep the main cabin warm. Marina was

for the shower. Once away from Puerto Williams
normal communications were non-existent,
except for a satellite connection to download
the daily weather GRIB files or for use in an
emergency.
We enjoyed the solitude but spared a thought
for the lighthouse keeper at the Horn and the
Armada staff who were on a twelve-month
assignment monitoring the odd radio outstation.
They constantly checked our whereabouts as we
moved around the channel, fiords and islands.
We saw two fishing boats, a naval vessel, half a
dozen charter boats and a ferry in the time that
we were away from Ushuaia and Puerto Williams,
and this ensured a pristine wilderness.
As with all trips it was over too soon. We sailed
back to Puerto Williams to check out of Chile
and back to Ushuaia to commence the long trip
home to a distant Sydney, having sailed or motor
sailed around 500 nautical miles.
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David and Sarah
exploring Caleta
Beaulieu.
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Gallipoli
Yacht Rally 2015
by Brian and
Muffi McKean
Seachange participated in 100% of the twilight
races during the 2013/2014 Friday Twilight
Sailing season and at the prize giving dinner
at the conclusion of the season, we were the
lucky winners of the Mariner Boating Holidays
sponsored prize: the Gallipoli Yacht Rally 23
April-10 May 2015.
We arrived in Istanbul on 21 April and had three
very interesting days exploring the city and also
a cruise on a cable car over the Bosphorous,
before meeting up with our fellow sailors on the
evening of 23 April.
The following day we departed by bus for the
five hour trip to Canakkale to take delivery of the
Beneteau 45 Oceanis Tonic which was to be our
home for the next two weeks.
Mariner Boating’s agent Metin met us at the
Marina and worked through the inspection and
formal hand-over to ourselves and our sailing
companions Paul and Allie from Auckland.
Our group comprised three boats and needless
to say, the twelve of us and our trusty guide Metin
became quite a team for the duration of the rally.
On the eve of Anzac Day we transferred to a
small ferry which took us ashore at Eceabat.
We arrived about midnight and settled in to watch
a rerun of the film Gallipoli while waiting for a live
stream of the dawn service.
One of the crew was incredibly competent with
the bagpipes and learnt and practised the new
tune commissioned by the ANZAC authorities
for this 100th year celebration, which he duly
rendered while stepping out in the mist on the
jetty at dawn. This tune – “ANZAC we remember
you” was very moving.

From top: Celsus
library in Ephesus.
Troy’s wooden horse
in Canakkale.

Right: Iain on the
bagpipes.

We returned to our yachts, tending to the
provisioning of them and then explored
Canakkale, where we were privileged to
witness a spectacular display by the Turkish
Air Force.
We were somewhat surprised to see Troy’s
wooden horse here, rather than at Troy, where
over the last couple of thousand years the
harbour has completely silted up and now
stands many miles away from the coast.
Metin’s briefings were either early morning or
the previous evening and our first briefing was
for our cruise to Kabatepe (24NM), a review
of the essential charts and an update on the
weather.
This first day of sailing was down the Dardanelles,
round Cape Helles on the southern tip of the
Gallipoli peninsula then north to sail in as close as
we could to ANZAC Cove, before continuing on
to Kabatepe, the nearest port to ANZAC Cove.
The day was clear and sunny, the waters crystal
clear and we could actually see parts of wrecks
in the waters – quite eerie. And we were all
horrified with the steep cliffs – this was the
nominated landing site for the ANZACS. Iain
again played “ANZAC we remember you“ while
we were in ANZAC Cove. Very appropriate.
The following day we took a bus tour of the
Gellibolu National Park Peninsula including
ANZAC Beach, Lone Pine, the Kabatepe
Museum, the NEK, 57th Regiment and the
Turkish Memorial.
We all found this tour very moving and very
emotional, walking in the trenches, reading

The following day we were due to sail on to
Sigacik, but Metin suggested we should overnight at Nergin Limani, a remote and beautifully
sheltered bay approximately half way to Sigacik.
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An early start the next morning to sail on to
Sigacik, a very old Greek fort and a fascinating
walled village with white-washed houses and
cobbled streets.
Our final day was an incredible tour of Ephesus
which was established in 10BC. The library, one
of the stand-out architectural buildings, dates
from 115-125AD.
We loved being in Turkey and found the Turkish
people very warm, friendly and helpful.
headstones and generally trying to take in what
our troops had endured and the horrible toll.
All the reading and the knowledge of the history
of WW1 does not prepare one for the impact of
visiting the Peninsula.
Tuesday 28 April was our first day of racing, to
Bozcaada (20NM).
Sailing south with a SE rising from 6kts at 1000hrs
to 15kts by midday, Tonic performed very well
and we were very happy to lead all the way!
Bozcaada, formerly the Greek Island of Tenedos,
is a fascinating small fishing village. Metin was
there to moor us, having moved a few fishing
boats to free up three exceptional moorings for
us, side by side, transom to the dock, in the
heart of the village. Again wonderful food, wine,
a market, and Wi-Fi.
Our next race was to Ayvalik – 20NM followed by
a day tour of Pergamum and a visit and lunch at
a delightful Turkish rug factory.
Successive days took us to Bademli (15NM),
Foca (20NM) – a rest day there and a very
memorable Hamam (a traditional Turkish bath
house) that took up most of the morning, then
on to lunch.
Thence to Cesme (50NM) with a very early start
and a lack of wind which meant that we motored
for the first two hours.

Full marks to Maggie and Trevor Joyce of Mariner
Boating Holidays, and their crew, for organising
such a marvellous itinerary. We had a truly
memorable and moving adventure and look
forward to further sailing along the Turkish coast
and Greek islands in the not too distant future.

1

Left: Pergamum.
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Youth News
by Nick Rozenauers,
Simon Gambi, Oskar Hansen,
Ben Fraser and Zac Quinlan
CYCA regatta
The RSYS Youth Development Squad overcame
testing conditions to place equal fourth at the
CYCA 2015 Shelving Systems Match Racing
Regatta on 31 May.

Development Squad participants. The stages
provided keen competition and something to
measure ourselves against. It was also quite
a friendly regatta with, for the first time ever,
Newcastle Yacht Club entering two teams.

The Squadron crew, skippered by Nick
Rozenauers and comprising Ben Fraser, Angus
Olding, Will Killen and Tara Fraser, finished the
day with one win and competed very strongly
in their other two races.

The final stage up on Pittwater at RPAYC
presented the most challenging conditions.
The team, led by Claudia Thackray, improved
as the day went on, pulling off some solid starts
and coming agonisingly close to a race win.

Light wind made the day especially tricky and
the last two races were called off; but this made
kinetics and wind reading crucial throughout the
day ensuring the crew was working hard till the
final moments.

Looking ahead, the crews are going to ramp
up their training and continue to focus on boat
handling and race preparation, in readiness for
the Youth Match Racing State Championships
at CYCA in August.

The team came away with a lot to work on but
also some great positives against a much more
experienced CYC fleet.

Queensland Youth regattas

Thank you to the CYC for hosting such a great
regatta, Youth coach Josh Chant for providing
pointers on the water and Angus Olding’s Mum,
Caroline, for the Anzac Biscuits that kept the
crew going.

Interclub
The annual Interclub challenge between RSYS,
CYCA and RPAYC in June was a big learning
experience for the Squadron’s Winter Keelboat

From left to right:
Simon Gambi, Theron
Sims, Zac Quinlan,
Claudia Thackray,
Tara Fraser, Mitch
Evans, Andrew Yu,
Mitch Kornman.

During the July school holidays, AJ Whitnall
(Intermediate Optimist) and Oskar Hansen
(Laser Radial) ventured to Royal Queensland
Yacht Squadron for Queensland Youth Week
and Sail Brisbane.
It was the biggest Youth Week ever held, with
over 350 sailors (aged 10-18 years); including
28 intermediate Optimists and 47 Laser Radials.
AJ had some remarkable races including two
3rd places in the first two races of the regatta
and finished a great 6th place overall. On the
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other hand, Oskar held 10th position after the
first day but got a black flag and two yellow flags.
He then completed the regatta with a 4th place
to finish 21st overall.
After a day of recovery, Oskar continued to
represent the Squadron by competing in Sail
Brisbane. The winds were very light, but the last
day saw winds of around 26 kts and big chop.
Oskar finished in 4th place overall, within just
two points of the podium. On the last day of the
regatta he scored a 2nd and a race win to finish
off the regatta strongly.
“The best part of going to Queensland was
that it was phenomenal practice, despite some
unfortunate results. We saw stunning wild life
and made new friendships along the way. The
events gave me confidence and have helped
me to prepare for the Laser Radial Youth World
Championships in Canada in August where I
will be representing RSYS and Australia,” said
Oskar.

Club Marine Youth Match Racing States
This event, held at the CYCA from 1 to 2 August,
provided a great opportunity for the Squadron’s
Keelboat Development team. The team, led by
Nick Rozenauers, gained valuable experience in
what turned out to be a very testing regatta.
Whilst the team didn’t get the result they wanted,
club coach Josh Chant commented that they had
never handled the boats better or come so close
to beating some of the stronger teams.
The weather proved to be a challenge for both
the sailors and the race committee with the fleet
being sent ashore both days due to too much
wind on the first day and too little on the second.
Key to performance was being able to switch off

mentally during the ‘break’ as well as being able
to switch back on when needed.
Due to the weather, the race committee only
managed to just finish the round robin; there
were no semis or final series sailed, meaning that
the earlier round robin races counted for a lot.

AJ Whitnall.
Photographer
Melissa Brown.

To find out more about Youth sailing, please
visit www.rsys.com.au/youth-sailing/programinformation or contact Josh Chant in the Sailing
office on 9017 0152.

1

Carl Hansen, Nick
Rozenauers, Simon
Gambi, Zac Quinlan
and Ben Fraser.
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Sailing Pathways
by Captain David Edwards

The RSYS Sailing pathway has been developed
as a tool to promote the many avenues of
participation to potential and current sailors.
The pathways include Learn To Sail, Recreational,
Officiating, and Performance options across the
many aspects of our sport and is applicable to
participants of all backgrounds, ages and abilities,
in different types of boats.
Like many sports, sailing offers a pathway for
new participants to use as their guide to learning
new skills, building experience, and confidence.
Providing a clear description of the progressive
steps via a pathway document is central to
keeping them connected to the club and aiding
their decision making when it comes to sailing
activities. The pathways are also designed
to provide a link that helps connect course
participants to regular engagement in club sailing
activities. RSYS is fortunate that the opportunities
available are extremely broad and cater to a wide
range of options from one design and mixed
division keelboat racing to dinghy racing, social

and cruising sailing activities. Whatever your sailing
interests, there are opportunities for you at RSYS.
As an Accredited Yachting Australia Discover
Sailing Centre, the Club offers a range of nationally
recognised learn to sail and sailing-related courses,
in both dinghies and keelboats for beginners
through to advanced levels. The courses follow
an approved syllabus and are managed by
experienced and professional sailing instructors,
along with dedicated and fully-trained volunteers.
Examples of these are the Tackers courses
for children aged 8-12 through to our popular
Ladies courses (LOTS), as well as training for our
volunteer race management teams and equipment
auditors – all providing accessible opportunities
to improve and develop sailing related skills.
On-water and shore-based courses are conducted regularly throughout the year. For further
information on finding the right courses for you,
your family or friends, please visit www.rsys.com.
au/sailing/training or contact Andrew Phillips in
the Sailing Office on 9017 0153.

1

The DIN Principle
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by Jeanne-Claude Strong

I think the best thing that ever happened to me
was to be brought to live in Australia at the age
of ten, and one of the things I most loved about
it was the “Have a Go” attitude of Australians.
For me also, one of the guiding principles in life
has always been the DIN principle: Do It Now! But
as time flies past I’ve found that the DIN principle
also relates to taking opportunities as they arise,
and making things happen, because one never
knows what life holds for us in the future. Hence
my decision to race as much as possible, and try
to improve so as to get the best results possible.
To that end, our team did one of the GE workout sessions to see how we could optimise our
results, and from this we looked at on water
training and also physical fitness training. For
the first time ever I got a personal trainer (in the
past I had viewed this as a self indulgence).
After our win at the Australasian Etchells
Championship in June this year I was quite
amazed and humbled by the numerous
messages and calls received from friends and
other yachtsmen in various parts of the world.
Featuring in press articles, certainly in the world of
yacht racing, has not been a frequent occurrence
for me since 2004 when I crewed for Neville
Wittey in the Yngling World Championship.
Although personally embarrassing, I was very
happy to note them as being very positive
towards the increasingly large number of women
involved in yacht racing. In retrospect it still seems
incredible to me that we won: Mooloolaba is
renowned to be difficult to win – only one person
has ever won it twice… but we will no doubt be
in there next year for the challenge!
Seve Jarvin who was crewing for Doug Flynn
in Cowes, said that the conditions at Mooloolaba
were some of the hardest he’d ever seen for
steering an Etchells around the track. I know I
was exhausted at the end, but so was the whole
crew, because as always they put in what seems
like well over 100% effort.
We were also very happy to be able to represent
our Squadron in Cowes for the Etchells
invitational Gertrude Cup. Four Australian teams
competed this year – apart from the RSYS there
were teams from RPYC, CYCA, and RBYC.
We ended up second on count back, there being
three teams on equal points at the end.

On the last day we had four races – and the last
race was the clincher, with all contenders very
close on the last beat of the last race, and one
starboard tacker forcing us all to tack just before
the finishing line. In fact with rather significant
wind shifts that day, on the last race we went
from rounding the first mark in first position,
to being last on the last downwind mark, then
fourth at the end.

16 crews from 10
countries competed
for the Royal Thames
Yacht Club’s 141-yearold Gertrude Cup.
ELWJ Photography.

I would like to thank my beautiful team for the
Australasian Championship, Neville Wittey of
course, his daughter Tiana and Marcus Burke.
For the Cowes Gertrude Cup, Neville and
Marcus again and Kate Devereux from Cowes.
All of them are fabulous members of the team
who not only make it all possible, but who are
also very good friends.

1

From left to right: Kate
Devereux, Marcus
Burke, Jeanne-Claude
Strong and Neville
Wittey, 2nd in the
Etchells Invitational
Regatta in Cowes, UK.
ELWJ Photography.
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Squadron
Guest Speaker
by Stephen Wall

The Club was delighted on 26 June to welcome
Professor Jennie Brand-Miller as the latest guest
speaker in our Club Speakers’ Programme.
Professor Brand-Miller is very well known for
her work on the GI (Glycemic Index) of everyday
foods and has, for some years, been informing
people struggling with their weight about the
benefits of eating the foods that can keep you
satisfied for longer.
At the pre-lunch drinks it was clear that a large
cross section of the membership was looking
forward to hearing what the Professor had to
say. A total of 63 Members and their guests sat
down to the type of lunch that she advocates.
Far from unappetising gruel, we enjoyed a
brilliantly prepared smoked salmon entrée
followed by delicious roast chicken and a chickpea ratatouille. Both courses followed the
Professor’s baseline advice about emphasising
protein and low GI carbohydrates in all our
meals.
The Professor was introduced by Club Member
Dr D’Arcy O’Donnell, who first encountered her
about 20 years ago when he was working on
medically-based stories with Channel 7.
During the talk, we were shown a series of
graphs about the increasing rates of obesity,

Professor Jennie
Brand-Miller.

despite Australians having obediently followed
the “old” advice of eating low-fat everything and
carbohydrates of all kinds in bulk. It is clear that
this advice has done nothing to stop the march
of obesity and Type 2 diabetes in this country.
Current research is proving that we need to up
the protein and eat fewer carbohydrates, with the
optimum ratio of carbs to proteins working out to
be about 2:1. Longitudinal studies the Professor
quoted showed compelling evidence that this
way of eating will take weight off and keep it off,
the latter outcome being The Holy Grail of dieters
everywhere.
Questions followed the talk, and copies of the
Professor’s latest book, World’s Best Diet, were
signed. Supply could not meet demand.
Professor Brand-Miller’s personal warmth and
obvious concern for bringing people back to
good health resonated with her audience.
Despite being the author of over 250 scientific
publications, she has a way of making the
scientific perfectly clear. Her books for general
readership, such as The New Glucose Revolution
and The Low GI Diet, have sold over 3.5 million
copies in 12 languages. The Club was greatly
honoured to have been offered a slice (wholegrain of course) of her valuable time.
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Laser Master
Worlds, Kingston
Canada, July 2015

The RSYS Laser storage, rigging and launching
facilities are first class for adults as well as
teenagers, and there is excellent Laser racing
across the Harbour at Double Bay Sailing Club
each Saturday. The annual maintenance task
for a Laser consists of pointing a hose at it,
and even the Cubes never need polishing!

by Mark Bethwaite

Having shipped Flying Dutchman and Solings
to many overseas regattas, a compelling virtue
of Laser sailing is that the absolute one design
nature of the class means that you never need
ship a boat again. You simply pack your sail and
sailing clothes, show up at the regatta venue and
draw lots for one of the 200 or so charter boats
lined up on the beach.

Early July saw the best Laser sailors in the world
converge on Kingston, Ontario for the Laser
World Championships. Tom Burton did Australia
proud, finishing third behind Nick Thompson
GBR and Philipp Buhl GER.
This series was, however, only the curtain raiser
to the ‘main event’, this year’s Laser Master
Worlds in which 257 boats from 26 nations
contested age brackets, stepping up in ten year
intervals from 35 years onwards, in both Standard
and Radial rigs. Incredibly, one of the fastest
growing and most competitive brackets is the
newly constituted Over 75 Years Radial division,
and included a female sailor from Canada.
Australia was well represented in all age and
rig classifications, and provided the winners of
three divisions. Brett Beyer won the Standard
Rig Masters (45 to 55 years), Mark Bethwaite
won the Standard Rig Great Grand Masters (65
through 75 years) by the narrowest of margins,
and another Squadron Member, Rob Lowndes,
won in convincing fashion the Radial Rig Great
Grand Masters, one of the strongest fleets.

The next Laser Master Worlds will be sailed from
Puerto Vallarta on the Pacific Coast of Mexico in
April and May 2016. Further details can be found
at www.laserworlds2016.org. One of the best
ever Laser Master Worlds was sailed at Cancun,
Mexico in 2000, and Puerto Vallarta promises to
be just as good with great facilities, crystal clear
water and 15-20 knot trade winds. See you there!
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1st Rob Lowndes, 2nd
Bill Symes USA and
3rd Keith Wilkins GBR.
Photography
SailingShot.

Apart from those who came away with a coveted
Laser Cube, all contestants were winners.
Almost by definition, there are no out of shape
Laser sailors and those who turn up for this
regatta each year use it as a reason to stay fit
and bring their boat handling skills up to a high
level. The on-water competition is fierce, but
the camaraderie between aging Laser sailors
who congregate each year for this event is
contagious, with stories of past events being
retold and embellished each year.
For Mark Bethwaite and Tim Alexander (brother
of Squadron Member Peter Alexander), this
was a trip down nostalgia lane, having sailed
the Australian Flying Dutchman here in the 1976
Olympics. The Kingston facilities, like those who
sailed there back then, have aged somewhat,
but the on and off-water administration of this
large and complex regatta (83 races conducted
over six days) was first class.
For any Squadron Member with children in
our excellent Youth Sailing Programme who
would like to do more than sit on the shore after
transporting them to inter club Laser regattas, or
those who are tiring of the endless maintenance
which comes with larger boats (both applied to
me when I took up Laser sailing 20 years ago)
I can only encourage you to have a go.

From top: Mark
Bethwaite, Brett Beyer
and Rob Lowndes.
Photography
SailingShot.
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Winter Series
Prize Giving

From top: Ceilidh,
Alouette, Kirsten II
and Takana.

Winter conditions can be challenging and this
season has been no different. Most days were
light with the occasional decent wind scattered
in between. There’s no doubt that winter sailors
are the hardy ones, braving not only the variable
conditions, but the cold as well. It’s a great time
for sailors new to the sport to learn the many
boat skills required to handle tides, large wind
shifts and develop the patience required in light
winds. Best of all though, in winter, you get to
sail on a much less crowded harbour.
Division 1
1st Ceilidh Peter Williams
2nd Hell Razer Ian MacDiarmid
3rd Balmain Tiger Brian Wood
Division 2
1st Alouette John Waring
2nd Molly Frank Hetherton
3rd Solange Will Hutchinson and Trevor Carroll
Division 3
1st Kirsten II Ken Chase and John Bowman
2nd Tingari John Jeremy
3rd Zeus II Jim Dunstan
Non-spinnaker division
1st Takana Paul Williams
2nd Crackerjack Dennis Galvin and Chris Harper
3rd Waimota Peter Hamilton

1

Annual
Youth Dance
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by Madi Kornman

This year’s Youth Sailing Dance was held on
13 June in the Shellcove Room. For the first time,
the annual event was open to both Optimist and
Laser sailors. The night was a huge hit, with everyone who attended enthusiastic to step up to the
occasion. We were met with fantastic costumes
and high spirits to suit this year’s theme: ‘Time
Warp’. From 60’s chicks, to yoga instructors, to
dapper gentlemen, it was a great night for all to
hit the dance floor to some classic, past time hits.
After watching the impressive moves on the dance
floor and the terrific skill of everyone in games
of limbo and musical chairs, the presentation of
awards and the much anticipated Youth Dance:
Slow Dance was a great way to conclude the
night for the younger sailors. Best Dressed was
awarded to yoga instructor, Phoebe Thackeray,
and Uncle Sam lookalike, Fergus Abbot. Best
dancers were awarded to Maddie O’Shea and
Adam Swiderski.

1

Left: Nick Rozenauers
and Ben Fraser.
Below: Chloe
Entwistle.
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Beecroft’s
Caricatures –
Russell Marshall

to the Club. I chose it because it is one of only
a few in which the subject is aboard a power
vessel not a yacht. This is Russell Marshall, at
the helm of his fine vessel Kestrel, and the date
of the painting is 1924.

by John Maclurcan

Mr. Russell Marshall will soon be the proud
possessor of a fine boat, which C. Dunn, of
North Sydney, is building from the designs
supplied by W. Pickering. The craft is rapidly
approaching completion, and will be 35ft overall,
9ft beam moulded, and 4ft depth. A feature of
the new vessel will be a promenade deck from
amidships forward, of 2in decking and beautifully
finished off. The cabin is luxurious, and the
designer has given plenty of room below in the
matter of seating and sleeping accommodation,
not forgetting head room. The new boat will be
one of the most comfortable of her kind afloat.
The internal fittings are in every way complete.
She will have two masts, but the owner will rely
upon an engine which is being imported from
America for the propelling power. Altogether,
Mr. Marshall will have a craft worth a nice round
sum, and she will be eligible to fly the burgee
of the two “Royals” at Sydney.

In my first article about the newly hung
caricatures in the northern entrance to the Club,
I gave you some background about the artist
L. Herbert Beecroft. I forgot to inform you that
the Randwick Historical Society have produced
an excellent booklet titled “Lawrence Herbert
Beecroft: An entertaining artist” by Ellen Waugh.
A copy of the booklet has been placed in
the archives and a further copy was recently
purchased and placed in the Club’s library for
easy access to interested Members.
You may recall Mr. Beecroft arrived in Australia
in early 1905. In the following advertisement, his
evening of entertainment includes a singer, Miss
Elsie Peerless. I hope she was as good as her
surname. The prospect of hearing Miss Peerless
sing a song titled “A Gipsey Maiden I” may not
have been for the faint hearted. Was that why
admission was free? I also wonder how many
silver coins were collected. How times have
changed.
Wednesday 12th April, 1905 – SMH
CENTENARY HALL, YORK-STREET.
PEOPLE’S POPULAR ENTERTAINMENTS.
TO-NIGHT AT 8.
Special Engagement of HERBERT BEECROFT,
London’s Greatest Lightning Caricaturist,
who will give his Famous Entertainment,
“LIGHTS AND SHADES OF LONDON LIFE.”
illustrated by numerous caricatures and portraits.
Miss ELSIE PEERLESS will sing “Dear Bird
Winter” and “A Gipsy Maiden I.”
ADMISSION FREE.
SILVER COIN COLLECTION.
In Beecroft’s second concert, Miss Peerless has
been replaced with Miss Flett and Miss Liggins.
Mmmm.
Monday, 24th April, 1905 – SMH
“FACES AND FANCIES”
This evening Mr. Herbert Beecroft, an artist who
has amused audiences in other parts of the world
will give his “Faces and Fancies” entertainment
at the Centenary Hall. Mr Beecroft’s humorous
sketches will be combined with a capital
concert programme to which Miss Ethel Liggins
(contralto), Miss Florrie Flett (soprano) and Mr.
Geo F. Boyle (pianist) will contribute.
The caricature which I have selected for this
article is one on the eastern wall of the entrance

Tuesday, 7th November, 1911 – SMH

With reference to the caricature, the name
Kestrel has been painted on the lifebuoy on the
deck. The Squadron pennant is flying from the
forward mast and the aft mast displays a variation
on the Blue Ensign. Both masts are inverted golf
sticks. Clearly, Mr. Marshall was a keen golfer
because the illustration on the top right hand side
displays two crossed golf sticks with the golfing
motto “Play your own Game” below. I am not
sure what the blue pennant is on the bow of the
dinghy but if anyone can identify it correctly, they
will be offered a free hot cocoa at the bar with
the Archive Committee.
Mr. Marshall was a real estate agent and
auctioneer, in partnership with another RSYS
Member, Sydney Dempster, in the firm named
“Marshall and Dempster.” He lived nearby the
Club at Kirribilli. He was a very active Member
of both the Royal Clubs – the Alfreds and the
Squadron. This was not uncommon, long before
the Alfreds relocated to its current premises at
Newport. Mr. Marshall was also active in cycling
and rowing and I have found evidence that he
was instrumental in the formation of the Mosman
Rowing Club. While he did not serve on any
senior committees as far as I can learn, he often
used the Kestrel as a mother ship for the race
officials or to carry spectators. Sometimes, he
was “Acting Commodore” on the day.
The Club’s sailing programme was not
comprehensive like today but each race was
an “event” and duly reported in the newspapers.
The membership was about 300 and quite
localised.

Tuesday, 19th November, 1912 –
Evening News

Saturday, 2nd April, 1910 – SMH

YACHTING
The sport in Port Jackson
“Bob Backstay’s” Notes

Mr. Russell Marshall writes: Noticing in a
recent issue that the Government were still
contemplating running the new tram to a
terminus at the wharf on the eastern shore of
Cremorne Point, the writer is satisfied that he
is voicing the opinion of the general public in
pointing out that by so doing a grave mistake
and error of judgment would be made, inasmuch
that the distance would be much greater and
considerable time lost in rounding the Point,
whereas if the terminus was at the western side
instead of the eastern, the tram travelling public
would save a great deal of unnecessary time,
and reach their homes at least 10 minutes
sooner. The cost of connecting the tram on the
western side would be less than on the eastern,
as the grade and other natural facilities would
materially assist, and a public road leads to the
foreshore, whereas no access to the eastern
shore exists excepting through private land,
thus obviating the necessity of paying for any
further resumptions. I trust that before too late
the Government will give this important matter
the earnest attention it deserves.

It looked a ‘monte’ for ‘Culwulla III’ on Saturday
in the 10 metre class, but she was pipped on
the post, and ‘Rawhiti’ caused the gun to go
off. These two boats made the finish exciting.
It would have been more so had friend Russell
Marshall (commodore of the day) shifted His
Majesty’s ship Drake and given us a chance to
see the two cross the line. Unhappily, that big
cruiser got in the way, and obscured the view.
It will be a good idea for the Royal Prince Alfreds
to request the immediate removal of the flagship
moorings, and then no one will be able to say
a word. Mr. Marshall throughout the afternoon
bandied the Club steamer with great judgment,
but I expect someone wanted to catch the home
ferry, so, in the goodness of his heart, he yielded.
If the generous owner of ‘Kestrel’ does it again,
we must court-martial Russell Marshall.
Sunday, 21st October, 1923 – Sunday Times
YACHT CLUB’S PARTY
Hundreds of Guests Yesterday
Most of the women were coated and skirted
at the garden party given at the Royal Yacht
Squadron by the combined clubs yesterday afternoon. For once, however, the usual Squadron
weather failed to put in an appearance, and
glorious sunshine and an absence of wind made
the grounds delightful, and added considerably
to the enjoyment. The yachts, gaily be-flagged,
danced on the water before the Squadron to the
music of a band in the grounds. Afternoon tea
had been arranged on the sheltered verandah,
but it was also served in the sunlit garden.
Among hundreds coming and going between
the boats and the shore were Sir Alexander
MacCormick, Messrs. E. P. Simpson, A. C.
Saxon, Andrew Wilson, Carment, Arthur Davies,
Down, Copeland, S. Littlejohn, J. C. McDonald,
Major and Mrs. Brereton, Mr. and Mrs. Spencer
Brunton, Miss Evelyn Brunton, Mr. and Mrs.
J. Moffatt Brunton, Mrs. Cecil Hordern, Mr.
and Mrs. Vero Read, Messrs. Alfred and Arthur
Milson, Captain A. G. Craufurd, Mrs. Craufurd,
Commander Quick, Mrs. Quick, Mr. and Mrs.
Russell Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. H. Muston,
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Goddard, Mr. and Mrs. Don
Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Paul, Mr. and Mrs. Nott,
Mr. and Mrs. T. Millett, Commander Williams,
Mrs. Williams, Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Davies, Mrs.
Fred White, and Messrs. Lee, Pulling, Brenmer,
Gosling and Hungerford.
Mr. Marshall, like most Members at this time, was
a prominent citizen and confident to express himself as he wished. Here are two letters from his
pen. The second one still resonates 90 years later.
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CREMORNE TRAM TERMINUS

Tuesday, 5th April, 1927 – SMH
HARBOUR SMOKE
To the Editor of The Herald
Sir,
Residents of our foreshores often wonder how
much longer the authorities are going to allow
the garbage-lighter tugs to pollute the harbour
with such volumes of dense smoke, and why the
public should be subjected to such a nuisance.
The ferry companies long ago abandoned coal as
a fuel, the result being greatly appreciated by all.
I am., etc.,
Kirribilli Point. Russell Marshall. April 4.
Mr. Marshall died on the 9th of July, 1937, at
age 74.

1

Russell Marshall
aboard Kestrel
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Sponsorship at
the Squadron
by Rear Commodore
Christian Brook

From left to right:
Julian Farren-Price,
Christian Westermeyer
from IWC and Rear
Commodore Christian
Brook.

I am pleased to announce that Swiss watch
manufacturer IWC Schaffhausen and luxury
Sydney Jeweller J Farren-Price have agreed to
partner the Squadron by sponsoring the 2015/16
Friday Twilight series.
The partnership includes the contribution of an
IWC Yacht Club Chronograph timepiece from
the famous Portugieser collection as the end of
season prize and a mounted wall clock for the
Careening Cove Anchorage. The watch will be
displayed in the CCA for all to admire. For a
chance to win the $16,400 timepiece, Skippers
must participate in at least 75% of the Friday
Twilight series races.

25 year Squadron Member Julian Farren-Price
told me he was inspired to bring about this
partnership because both the RSYS and
IWC Schaffhausen were born in the 1860’s,
albeit at opposite sides of the globe, and
both demonstrate a passion for precision,
navigation and ocean racing. It seemed a
natural connection given IWC’s sailing heritage
and involvement in the Volvo Ocean Race as
official sponsor of the 2015 winning Abu Dhabi
Ocean Racing team.
I welcome IWC Schaffhausen and J Farren-Price
to the RSYS community and look forward to an
enjoyable summer’s sailing in the 2015/16 IWC
Friday Twilight Series.
We are currently working with several other
partners and will update the membership
regarding new agreements in the near future.
Members seeking further information should
contact the CEO William Pettigrew at
william@rsys.com.au.

1

New Members
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The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below
to membership of the Squadron
Candidate

Proposer

Seconder

METROPOLITAN
Bambach, Christopher
Hodgkinson, Elsbeth
Proudman, Patricia
Higgins, Leigh
Ketelbey, Gordon
Nelson, Gregory
Cooper, Simon
Svensen, Kari
Moloney, Julie
Shenstone, David
Woods, Patrick

J D O’Donnell
W T Wright
R Mountstephens
R P Campbell
A L Brown
P Caspari
C F Moore
P T Hemery
K Gojnich
J Williams
O N Greeves

S H Wall
P J Leckie
C Gay
Commodore R E Harrison
P C Sorensen
F D Breslin
R P C Mills
N Melling
M C Flynn
B Purdy
A W Psaltis

COUNTRY:
Schneider, Karen
Wharton, Lindsey
Hunn, Andrew
Hughes, Jennifer
Nichols, Nigel (Dr)

M C Flynn
D B FitzSimons
D Chapman
B D Gould
P M Dowling

M O’Donnell
K Chase
G N Davidson
Commodore M Levy
K Baxter

ABSENTEE:
Mansell, David

R J Austin

J M Barrell

Intermediate:
Fesq, David
Martin, Joshua
Savage, Lillian

M C Solomons
J F Finlayson
A J Plympton

A M Howe
B McKean
N Chapman

AFFILIATE:
Proud, Sally
Schmidt, Kerrie
Phillips, Carolyn
Maloney, Diana
Vains, Howard
Barbour, Anthea
Dunstan, Judith
Lee, Michael
Meng, Lisa
Kevans, Kim
Finlayson, Noella
Quirk, Carol
Blackman, Margaret
Deaker, Elspeth
Rozenauers, Anne
Mooney, Susan-Jane

G A Madsen
W Phillips
P Schmidt
Commodore R Chapman
P Lee
M Tolhurst
J A Saalfeld
L Vains
J H Gardener
C P Harper
M N Buchanan
J F Finlayson
P R Susans
D Brookes
G Phillips
P G Robbins

C Smith
V Young
P Rozenauers
J K Hawkins
J Williams
C Ryan
J R Biffin
J L Hassall
D J Halley
J G Harper
B McKean
J M Clarke
L Potts
R Knight
W J B Phillips
K M Muir

YOUTH:
McCook, Maximillian
Collyer, Henri
Sweeney, Sam
Kevans, Claudia
Kevans, Lily

A J R Macaulay
C B Maclurcan
C B Maclurcan
C P Harper
C P Harper

D Jones
H Bennett
H Bennett
J G Harper
J G Harper

The following Members
have transferred their
category:
Absentee to
Country
J R Gerber
Country to
Metropolitan
I D McCrossin
Absentee to
Intermediate
N P Trebeck
S A Lowe
Absentee to
Metropolitan
I G Murray AM
Metropolitan
to Country
P V Bowker
R McMinn
R Barnum
Metropolitan
to Absentee
M P Duly
The Flag Officers,
Committee and
Members extend
their sympathies to
the families of those
recently deceased
Members listed below:
Ferris, Robert Douglas;
Yorke, Peter;
Croll, Judith;
Irwin, Kevin David;
Willis, Albert Henry;
Kirkby-Jones AM,
William James;
Hood AO, Warwick
John.
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Club Life–
it’s Lively!
by Isabel Wartho

The Carabella Room was filled with music and
song on two occasions in June and August at
our Sunday Afternoon Opera concerts.
Opera Bites, a boutique opera company
comprising soprano, mezzo, tenor, baritone
and pianist, delighted the audience with arias
and ensembles from Carmen, La Traviata, The
Marriage of Figaro, Lakmé and many more.

What’s the collective noun for oenophiles? The
answer might be ‘a Squadron’ judging by the
popularity of the wine masterclasses held this
winter.
Under the expert guidance of Daniel Airoldi from
Airoldi Fine Wine, Members sniffed and sipped
their way around the Right and Left Banks of
Bordeaux.

The Cruising Division now regularly attracts 90
participants to its monthly presentations and
discussion evenings. There is clearly a thirst
for knowledge amongst Members for practical
information that will enable them to set sail with
confidence.
In June we heard Genevieve White from Marine
Safety Works and Member Ed Psaltis talk about
Safety and Sea Survival, and in July, Members
got up close and personal with a Yanmar diesel
engine.

Congratulations to Chefs Ian McInnes and Sean
Collett who won Bronze in the 2015 Chef’s Table
Awards. Ian (centre) at the awards with Will
Pettigrew and Commodore Richard Chapman.

RSYS Activities September
to December 2015
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September
9
12
13
14
19
20
24
25
26
27

Dinner and Duplicate Bridge Evening, Kirribilli Room
Spring Series
Season Opening Day
RSYS AGM, Neutral Bay Verandah
Spring Series – Club house finish
Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
Monthly Wine Tasting, Fort Denison Cellar
Hawaiian Luau, CCA
Spring Series
Sunday Jazz, CCA

October

Don’t call us provincial! Members can dine
around the world thanks to the efforts of the
Club’s Events team Frances Allison and Sylwia
Kaminska. The Moroccan night in June filled
the clubhouse with exotic colours and spices,
diners wore fezzes and were entertained by a
belly dancer. In July and August we escaped
to France and enjoyed Bouillabaisse and
Cassoulet evenings.

3-5
9
10
10
10
11
16
17
18
22
23
24
25
25
27
30
31

October Long Weekend, no Club racing
Friday Twilight series commences and Sunset Bar, Shell Cove
Spring series
Saturday Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
Youth Parents Cocktail Party
Sunday series commences
Friday Twilight and Sunset Bar, Shell Cove
Spring series
Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
Monthly Wine Tasting, Fort Denison Cellar
Friday Twilight and Sunset Bar, Shell Cove
Spring series and Gascoigne Cup
Sunday series
Sunday Jazz, CCA
Tuesday Twilight Social Evening CCA
Friday Twilight and Sunset Bar, Shell Cove
Spring series – Club house finish

November

The bi-monthly Squadron Buffets regularly attract
over a hundred diners and are an ideal way to
bring the whole family together.
Congratulations also to Jamie
Dickinson and Kim Smith
who manage the Fort
Denison Cellar. RSYS has
retained the prestigious
Three Goblets and been
inducted into the Hall of Fame
for the seventh consecutive year.
There’s so much happening at the Squadron!
Events are publicised in the monthly
OnBoard bulletin in print and online, but for
the most current information, please read
the weekly e-newsletter on Thursdays.

2
3
5
6
7
8
10
13
14
14
15
17
20
21
22
24
25
26
27
27-29
28
29

New Members Cocktail Party, Neutral Bay Verandah
Melbourne Cup Lunch, CCA and Carabella Room
Intermediates Guest Speaker Event – Paul Clitheroe, Carabella Room
Friday Twilight series and Sunset Bar, Shell Cove
Spring series and Morna Cup
Sunday series
Tuesday Twilight series commences
Friday Twilight series and Sunset Bar, Shell Cove
Spring series
Saturday Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
Tuesday Twilight series
Friday Twilight series and Sunset Bar, Shell Cove
Spring series – Club house finish
Sunday series
Tuesday Twilight series
Guest Speaker Dinner – Paul Clitheroe, Carabella Room
Monthly Wine Tasting, Fort Denison Cellar
Friday Twilight series and Sunset Bar, Shell Cove
Dragon NSW Championship and Yngling Australian Championship
Spring series
Sunday Jazz, CCA

December
1
2
3
4
5
6
8

Tuesday Twilight series
Christmas Dining In Night, Carabella Room
Bridge Players Christmas Buffet Lunch, Carabella Room
Friday Twilight series and Sunset Bar, Shell Cove
Spring series
Sunday series
Tuesday Twilight series
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Descriptions and
images are available in
the Members Section
of the website,
www.rsys.com.au

Squadron
Crested Goods

Card Players
Calendar 2015

September

Item		

Price

Squadron History Book Volume 2

$ 13.50

Squadron Pennant Label
Car/Boat Stickers		

$   3.00

3
10
17
24

Squadron Buttons –

Small

$   6.40

October

Medium

$   6.60

Large

$   7.75

Squadron Lapel Pin		

$   5.00

Sesquicentenary Lapel Pin

$ 10.00

1
8
15
22
29

Squadron Cap Badges

$ 27.00

November

Squadron Cuff Links	 	

$ 25.00

Squadron Sunglasses Strap

$ 15.00

Squadron Caps 		

$ 25.00

Squadron Wide Brim Sun Hat

$ 20.00

Squadron Navy Jumper V-Neck

$120.00

3
5
12
19
26

Rubber
Duplicate
Rubber
Duplicate
Rubber
Duplicate
Rubber
Duplicate
Teams
Melbourne Cup Bridge Day and Buffet
Rubber
Duplicate
Rubber
Duplicate

December

Squadron “Woolly Pully” Woollen Jumper $160.00

3
10

Squadron Rugby Jersey

$ 65.00

New Mixed Bridge Afternoons

Squadron Silk Tie		

$ 72.00

Every Monday 1pm-4pm. $5.00pp

Squadron Ladies Scarf

$ 65.00

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings

Squadron Belt		

$ 67.00

Henri Lloyd Mens Polo

$ 75.00

Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

Henri Lloyd Mens Long Sleeve

Christmas Bridge Day and Buffet
Duplicate – final for 2015

9
14
11
9

September
October
November
December – Christmas Dinner

Fast Dry Shirt 		

$ 85.00

Henri Lloyd Womens Polo

$ 75.00

Squadron Waterproof Sailing Bag

$125.00

RSYS Playing Cards		

$ 35.00

RSYS Bridge Scorers 		

$ 15.50

RSYS Burgees

– 6˝ x 9˝

$ 30.00

– 10˝ x 15˝

$ 30.00

On the first Thursday in June 2016 a hot dish
will be served in place of the sandwich luncheon.

– 12˝ x 18˝

$ 35.50

Price $45pp.

– 14˝ x 21˝

$ 40.00

– 16˝ x 24˝

$ 41.00

The Annual Meeting will be held on 2 June 2016
in the Kirribilli Room.

– 18˝ x 27˝

$ 41.00

– 24˝ x 36˝

$ 44.00

– 30˝ x 45˝

$ 83.00

Prices include GST

Notes on Card Dates
1. BRIDGE CO-ORDINATOR –
Helen Huggins 9439 7394.
2. FIRST & THIRD THURSDAYS –
Price $30pp includes sandwich luncheon.

3. SECOND & FOURTH THURSDAYS –
Price $30pp, includes sandwich luncheon.
4. Members wishing to make permanent
bookings for 2016 are requested to complete the
special form for this purpose, available from the
reception desk.
5. DINNER & DUPLICATE Social BRIDGE
EVENINGS – Dinner is served in the Carabella
Room, a two-course set menu – main course,
dessert, coffee and chocolates, 6pm for 6:30pm.
Price $60pp. Bookings are essential.

House
Information

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the
company of an adult, are expected to dress in
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are
not permitted.

Children

Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am.
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm.
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.
Cook your own BBQ
Saturday 12pm to 9pm.
Sunday 12pm to 4pm.
Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings
are recommended and may be made through
Reception on 9955 7171.

Carabella Room à la carte Dining
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,
seated by 8pm.

Carabella Room Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held the 2nd Saturday of each
month for Dinner from 6.30pm and the 3rd
Sunday for Lunch from 12.30pm.

Main Bar Hours
Monday to Friday from 12pm.

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct
information is given and received, that Member
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge,
functions, events or accommodation) are made
during reception hours.
The House Reception is manned Monday
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends
from 8am until 4pm.

Children, 12 years and over, in the company
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse
between Monday and Friday. Children of all
ages in the company of a Member, are welcome
during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names
and addresses of Members’ guests must be
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.
This is also a requirement of the Registered
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties
for non-compliance.
It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable
company of the Member and not remain on the
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Seven furnished House rooms, some with
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.
Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the
apartments is not available.
All House rooms and apartments are decorated
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht
club burgees. Members and their guests can
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and
facilities.

Members and their guests are advised that
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse.

Deposits:
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of
booking (this deposit may be transferable to
another date provided written notice is given
14 days in advance and approved by the
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is
available from the Members section of the
website www.rsys.com.au.

Dress Regulations

Mobile Phones

Careening Cove Anchorage
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans,
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.

Members please be aware that the use of mobile
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse.
This also includes the Careening Cove area,
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the
Carabella Room and Bars. Please advise any
staff member if you are made aware of any
breach of this regulation.

For urgent business outside of these hours
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Smoking

Carabella Dining Room
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear
a jacket.

SMS and the use of silent smart phones are
permitted.
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Oskar Hansen competing in Queensland Youth Week and Sail Brisbane. Photographer Lachlan Murnaghan.

