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1Stepping Stone House  
Regatta and Bridge Day

by Max Connery and  
Richard Lawson 

110 players supported 
the Bridge Day.

The Regatta attracted 
220 people and 23 
boats.

Photographer John 
Jeremy

“Just a few hours of your time can make  
a lifetime’s difference”

This was the theme of this year’s Stepping  
Stone House major fund raising days held during 
the early part of March. SSH strives to assist 
homeless youths to be housed in comfortable 
surroundings and at the same time develop life 
skills for the future.

The Bridge and Regatta Days are important in 
the SSH calendar, and thus on 10 March, 27 
tables sat down to play Bridge, enjoy a light 
lunch and generally enjoy the ambience of the 
Carabella Room. This day also kick started the 
giant raffle which was run in association with  
the Regatta Day. The prize this year was an 
outstanding contribution from Spicer’s Retreats, 
who generously donated a visit for two to their 
latest retreat Spicer’s Scenic Rim Trail which  
is located in south Queensland’s Main Range 
National Park. The park, which consists of 
30,000 hectares, represents a truly great prize.

The Bridge Day was a great success and full 
credit must go to Sandy Lawson, Lynette 
Harrison and their helpers who did a superb  
job of putting the event together and ensuring  
it ran so smoothly.

The Regatta Day dawned on 12 March, and 
once again we were blessed with a beautiful  
end of summer day for the 16th running of this 
annual regatta. The breeze, which was quite 
early, gradually built from the south east, and  
by the 1400 start time we were experiencing 
10-12 kts which built to approximately 15 kts  
at its maximum; a perfect sailing breeze!

The afternoon’s racing was enjoyed by every- 
one including corporate sponsors, individual 
participants, boat owners and their crews.  
The majority of our boat owners and corporate 
sponsors are ‘repeat offenders’ and as such are 
a valuable part of the success of this day as a 
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fund raising activity, whilst at the same time fully 
appreciating the opportunity to have an afternoon 
off in such a congenial environment.

Most of the placegetters were RSYS boats who 
have supported this Regatta over many years. 
Division 1 was ultimately won by Rob Salteri’s 
One O Nine, with Swiss Re Insurance as 
sponsors on board; second was John Taylor’s 
Allegro with a Mulford Plastics team as a sponsor 
and third was Peter Williams’ Ceilidh with a 
number of individual supporters aboard. I say 
One O Nine ultimately won, but in fact Thirlmere 
was a clear winner at the finish, however, they 
started considerably before their handicap time 
and had to carry a 20% penalty!

Division 2 was won by Charles Moore’s 
Casamajor with regular crew as paying guests; 
second was Garry Connery’s Enigma with  
similar regular crew as supporters, and third  
was previous Regatta Director David FitzSimons’ 
Koolaroo with supporting crew aboard. Notice-
able by his absence was Russell Taylor and 
Coco, who had notched up two wins from two 
starts, however he was a sponsor (JP Morgan)  
in Division 1 on Anthony Bell’s The Count.

The Farr 40 ‘Bledisloe Challenge’ was once again 
won by the Aussies on Sam Hill/Steve Barlow’s 
Forty with Richard Harry and Al Baxter aboard 
lending all their old front row Rugby power to the 
winches. Second was Kiwi David Kirk’s company 
Bailador Investment Management as the sponsor 
on Gordon Kettleby’s Zen. This is Gordon’s  
first appearance at SSH and we welcome his 
assistance in our Farr 40 Challenge.

We had another class match between Syd 
Fischer’s Ragamuffin and another newcomer in 
Paul Clitheroe with his TP 52 Balance. Kennards 
Hire was the sponsor on Balance and they 
enjoyed an exciting sail, although Ragamuffin 
gained an advantage at the start and never  
gave Balance another chance.

The other interesting match-up was between  
the two crews from long term supporter of this 
Regatta, Mulford Plastics, and although they 
were on different rated yachts, the quality of  
the owners, John Taylor with Allegro and Ian 
MacDiarmid with Hell Razer, always presents 
some very good racing. Ian and his crew 
managed to slip by Allegro to get on top  
once again this year.

Stepping Stone House 
Regatta and bridge Day 
Continued

From top: crews on  
King Billy, Ceilidh and 
Crackerjack.

Photograper John 
Jeremy.



Thanks to Squadron Member John Jeremy,  
we have a DVD of great photographs for each  
of the boat owners as a small token of SSH’s 
appreciation of their continued support.

The after-sailing festivities started with a sausage 
sizzle and refreshments in the CCA, followed by 
a great RSYS carvery and salads, which many 
stayed to enjoy. Glen Madsen ran a very quick 
and slick auction, which he always does so  
well, and helped to raise additional funds. The 
giant raffle was drawn and won by long term 
supporters of the Regatta and Bridge Days,  
Rex and Lynette Harrison, a very popular win 
and… they were there on the day to collect.

A big thank you to Commodore Richard 
Chapman, who not only sailed in the Regatta  
on Ragamuffin, but also assisted with the prize 
giving, and to the RSYS Committee for providing 
the venue and race management for this special 
day. Also many thanks must go to the Club 
Management and the wonderful staff who 
supported both days with their professionalism 
and dedication. 1
2016 Dates: 

8 March SSH Bridge Day  
10 March SSH Regatta

Above: Crew on  
Balance and 
Abracadabra.
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Boats from the RSYS Yngling fleet, as well as 
Sarah Goddard-Jones and her crew on board  
the Lyons 49 Wine-Dark Sea, joined a record fleet 
of yachts for the 20th anniversary of the Manly 
Yacht Club Helly Hansen Women's Challenge  
on 22 March 2015.  

Yngling class participants were made up of RSYS 
‘Ladies of the Sea’ (LOTS) graduates, University 
of NSW Sailing Club members who have been 
trying out Ynglings with some Saturday racing, 
and RSYS Intermediate members.

Experienced Yngling sailors joined the ladies  
and on most boats took a back seat to mentor 
relatively new sailors on the helm. For some ladies 
it was their first experience of racing, for others it 
was also their first time with a spinnaker.

It was a big day: we met at 1000 hrs for crew 
introductions; by 1115 hrs boats were launched 
and getting ready for the hour long tow to Manly. 
A few Ynglings hitched a ride from Wine-Dark 
Sea, others joined a tow from Geoff and Ros 
Jarrett’s Hanse Hansoff.

The breeze was a gentle 10 to 12 kts east 
nor’easter, and the sky was overcast. It was a 
gentle start off Forty Baskets, a work up to the 
Manly East YA mark, then a run into Edwards 
Beach at Balmoral. The swell behind saw boats 
catching waves and surfing. Twice more up to 
Old Man’s Hat, a mark that felt like it was laid 
straight under North Head, then back up to Forty 
Baskets for a finish two and a half hours later.  
All crews found the experience exhilarating, if  
a little daunting and exhausting.  

Women’s Challenge Hosted 
by Manly Yacht Club

by Karyn Gojnich

Sarah Goddard-Jones 
on the helm of Wine-  
Dark Sea.

Right top: close 
racing between Black 
Adder and Yertle who 
took first and second 
place.

Right below: Shining 
Star 3rd on Handicap 
and 3rd on Scratch.

Photographer  
Dimiter Nedialkov.



After sailing the Ynglings back to the Squadron, 
some sailors had the energy to return to Manly 
Yacht Club for the presentation. The Yngling fleet 
took out the largest One Design trophy with nine 
boats entered for the regatta, and Wine-Dark Sea 
was 3rd on PHS in Division 1.

Yngling Fleet Scratch results:
1 AUS56 Black Adder:  
Ewa Lindelof, Annelise Kullmann, Gary Pearce

2 AUS34 Yertle:  
Jan Newland, Olga Skatkova, Warwick Back

3 AUS48 Shining Star:  
Megan Howe, Nicky Howe, William Lewis. 1

2016 Dates:

Manly Yacht Club 
Womens’ Challenge 
19-20 March.

Yertle: Overall 
Handicap winner with 
Warwick Back, Olga 
Skatkova and Jan 
Newland (helm).

Debacle: Elyse 
Guevara-Rattray 
(downwind helm),  
Ellis Todres and Rikke 
Kronborg (upwind 
helm).

Black Adder: 1st on 
scratch, Annelise 
Kullmann, Gary 
Pearce and Ewa 
Lindelof (helm).

Photographer  
Dimiter Nedialkov. 
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Above from top: 
Marguerite King, Rene 
Chapman and Debbie 
Davidson, Trish 
Tarnawsky receive 
their prizes from 
Commodore Richard 
Chapman.

Right: L-R Karen Ellis, 
Sue Jedlin, Karen 
Doecke, Sally Vowell, 
Jenne Lenne, Jane 
Loveday, Fiona 
Sideris, Arlene Smith, 
Jackie Taylor, Julie 
Mack and John Taylor 
in front.

Ladies’ Tuesday 
Twilight Series  

by Jackie Taylor 

Crews participating in the final race of the 
2014/15 Ladies’ Tuesday Twilight Series  
on 24 March experienced wet and stormy 
conditions whilst racing on our normally idyllic 
Sydney Harbour. This season marked the  
11th Anniversary of the series with 18 yachts 
competing – a number of competitors having 
raced every year since the series was introduced 
in 2003.

A Mixed Crew Division and an Yngling Spinnaker 
Division were introduced this year with a limited 
number of competitors participating (we hope to 
welcome more next season.)

Whilst Sailing Instructions simply stipulate that  
‘A lady shall helm the boat,’ the majority of  
yachts are now racing with a mainly female crew. 
Many crew members are graduates of the very 
successful LOTS (Ladies of the Sea) programme, 
a mentoring and training course introduced at 
RSYS to teach women to sail by fellow yachts-
women.

On Tuesdays, novice sailors, graduates and  
‘old salts’ work together to race in this small  
but competitive fleet. Whilst skill levels vary 
enormously, enthusiasm, an eagerness to learn 
and camaraderie are what make our sessions 
afloat so very special. The fleet includes Ynglings, 
Adams 10 and various design cruiser/racer 
yachts. The camaraderie continues well after the 

race with most crews returning to the Careening 
Cove Anchorage for the weekly prize giving and 
some dinner.

Thanks must go to our generous sponsors Henri 
Lloyd, Helen Kaminski and RSYS for the winner’s 
weekly Squadron prize. The Jan Rowed Memorial 
Trophy (in memory of Jan Rowed, a dedicated 
member of the Squadron Sailing Office staff for 
many years) is awarded to the skipper of the 
overall Tuesday Ladies’ Twilight Series, and this 
year was presented to Jackie Taylor of Allegro.

Results

1st place Allegro (Cavalier 39.5)  
 skippered by Jackie Taylor 44 points 
2nd place Viken (Etchells)  
 skippered by Marguerite King 55 points
3rd place Jackie Clare (Beneteau 36.7)  
 skippered by Debbie Davidson and  
 Rene Chapman 56 points.

Yngling Class

1st place Miss Pibb 
 skippered by Alana Bracken 15 points       
2nd place Yertle 
 skippered by Jan Newland 22 points       
3rd place Shining Star 
 skippered by Stephanie Rofe 27 points

If Tuesday Twilight Racing interests you, we would 
love to welcome you to the 2015/16 season. 

Contact sailing@rsys.com.au. 1



Below from top: Jan 
Newland winner of the 
Yngling Bluebird Trophy.

Cavatina winner of the 
Gypsy Moth Trophy Series.

Alana Bracken winner  
of the Lady Helm Trophy  
ith Commodore Richard 
Chapman.

Photographer 
Anousha Fluck.

Find us on  
Facebook at RSYS 
Intermediates.
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Over the last few years, the Intermediates Ball 
has become something of an institution. This  
year with tickets selling out two weeks before the 
Ball, there was much hype leading into the event. 
The night did not disappoint! 

178 Intermediates and their guests began the night 
by enjoying a few casual drinks on the balcony. 
They were then welcomed inside and greeted by 
a scene that could readily have been mistaken 
for Paris. Eiffel Towers, French flags, baguettes 
and berets were everywhere and were almost as 
ubiquitous as the ‘French chic’ on display. 

As Chairman of the Intermediates Committee,  
I officially welcomed everyone and highlighted the 
many achievements of Intermediate Members 
and the success of the various Intermediate 
led events around the Club during the 2014-15 
sailing season. 

Guests were delighted by delicious French fare 
prepared by Chef and his team. The lights were 
then dimmed, and Jess Pollard and her extremely 
talented band got into full swing, with dancing 
continuing late into the night. 

One of the most pleasing aspects of the Ball 
this year was to see such a broad mix of ages 
attending and so many new and old faces. 

The Night in Paris soirée was made possible 
through the hard work of the Intermediates 
Committee: Ben Barzach, Millie Brown, Jono 
Carroll, Simon Clarke, Anousha Fluck, Angus 
Olding and Stuart Pollard, who all spent hours 
organising the Ball and making it the huge 
success that it was. 

We would also like to thank the General Committee 
and the Flag Officers for their continued support 
for this marquee event, and all the Squadron staff 
for ensuring that the night ran incredibly smoothly.  

1

‘A Night in Paris’  
Intermediates Ball

by Simon Wubben



It’s been a four year endeavour for the Tasmanian 
crew on Voodoo Chile to secure the Australian 
Farr 40 Championship.

“We first came up to Sydney in 2008 and went 
away with our tail between our legs,” said a 
glowing Andrew Hunn, co-owner of Voodoo 
Chile with his boat partner of eight years, Lloyd 
Clark. “In 2011 we finished top ten at the Worlds 
in Sydney and decided we would build on that.  
We are fully chuffed to have pulled off this 
regatta. It’s fantastic to get up because of the 
competition; I don’t think I’ve ever seen such  
a battle for second.”

Hunn said it was an honour to sail their final three 
of a 12 race series on Sydney Harbour in front  
of yachting legend Sir James Hardy and Farr 40 
class manager Geoff Stagg, out from the USA for 
a site recce for next year’s Rolex Farr 40 World 
Championship in Sydney. 

An even bigger highlight for the crew was looking 
across to the Chapman spectator boat to see 
the ‘Red Panda’, the nickname for Clark who 
had taken a quick trip back to Hobart overnight 
and was back on the course the next day to 
nervously count the points and give the thumbs 
up to the winners from the Deep South. 

“We weren’t expecting to see the Red Panda,  
it really gave the boys a lift, no question,” Hunn 
added. Clark has in turn gifted his own nickname 
to Voodoo Chile’s tactician and RSYS Member 
David Chapman, always known as ‘Chappo’, 
and now also called ‘Sachin Tendulkar’, in 
reference to the former Indian cricketer’s own 
nickname, ‘The Little Master’.

RSYS Member Guido Belgiorno-Nettis and his 
Transfusion crew finished second by six points. 
The five time Australian champion team was 
forced to muster something special for the final 
race or face the prospect of finishing out of the 
top three, given four of the six boat fleet had a 
foothold on second overall. 

“We pulled off a second in the last race and got 
back on the podium so we go home with a little 
bit of silverware,” Belgiorno-Nettis said dock- 
side at the host Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron.  
“A very deserving Australian title win to Andrew  
and Lloyd and their great crew. They have been 
working very hard for a long time; in my view 
Voodoo Chile is a world championship crew. If 
you are going to be beaten by somebody it’s a 
pleasure to be beaten by them. The Champion-
ship has gone to the most deserving in the fleet.”

8 Farr 40 National 
Championship 

26-28 March 

On Board Voodoo Chile.

Photographer  
Pete Harmsen.

Top: Sir James Hardy 
and Farr 40 class 
manager Geoff Stagg. 

Above: Crew of  
Voodoo Chile.

Photographer Rene 
Chapman.



Final results for the Nationals:

AUS8888 Voodoo Chile  
Lloyd Clark/Andrew Hunn 34 pts

AUS6422 Transfusion  
Guido Belgiorno-Nettis 40 pts

AUS64221 Zen, Gordon Ketelbey 41 pts

AUS5868 Kindergarten, Rod Jones 41 pts

AUS007 Edake, Jeff Carter 43 pts

AUS8001 Forty, Sam Hill 53 pts 1

2016 Dates:

Pre-World Regatta 
12-13 February

World Championship 
16-19 February 
Hosted by RSYS

Above: Zen on day 2.

Left: Farr 40 National 
Championship  
winners Voodoo  
Chile and Transfusion 
second place. 

Below: Kindergarten  
bowmen.

Photographer 
Pete Harmsen.
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Below: Carl Hansen 
took 3rd in the Inter-
mediate fleet. 

Photographer, Craig 
Greenhill/Saltwater 
Images.

The NSW State Championship was another  
great regatta for the Squadron’s Optimist sailors. 
The competition was hosted by the Georges 
River 16ft Skiff Club in March. 

It was the biggest State Championship ever  
held in Australia for our class, with interstate 
competition from as far away as Western 
Australia making it an exciting event. 200 
competitors raced across three divisions: 62 in 
Open, 63 in Intermediate and 82 in Green Fleet. 

Nine RSYS sailors travelled to Botany Bay to 
contest the championships. I was happy to see 
that all the Squadron sailors placed well, which 
really shows the commitment and assistance of 
the coaching provided by our club. 

RSYS results: 
Intermediate fleet: Carl Hansen 3rd, AJ Whitnall 
4th, Phoebe Thackray 34th, Sarah Leslie 44th 
and India Rose 54th.

Optimist nsw State 
Championship

by Carl Hansen

Green Fleet: Henri Collyer 6th, Rachel Herron 
11th, Sam Sweeney 13th, Anna Tyquin 27th.

Congratulations to the team, especially those 
undertaking and enjoying their first ever regatta!

Regatta Photos: http://saltwaterimages.
fotomerchant.com/optinsw



It was the last day of the 2014/15 Youth Sailing 
Season, and to mark the occasion, the fleet set 
off on the annual picnic sail to Clifton Gardens. 

The weather was favourable compared to the 
previous year which had seen the event grounded 
at the Squadron. The fleet was made up entirely 
of Lasers, as it was considered the Optimists 
were not suitable for the distance, nor for sailing 
around Bradleys Head and passing close to  
the busy western shipping channel. And so  
the Lasers carried a mix of Optimist and Laser 
sailors. Our numbers were slightly down due to  
a clash with the Optimist State Championships 
being held at the Georges River 16ft Skiff Club. 

The Committee Boat Gitana led the fleet with a 
light westerly sufficient to get the fleet to Bradleys 
Head, where the breeze dropped and the first  
leg was completed with a combination of towing 
and paddling.

On arrival we found a large kayak event under-
way, but the beach had cleared sufficiently by the 
time we arrived, so we beached the Lasers and 
began the picnic festivities with the traditional 
swim in the Clifton Gardens harbour pool. Back 
at the picnic area, the parents had laid out a 
feast for the grateful sailors. 

During the lunch, a delightful 10 kt north easterly 
breeze appeared signalling it was time to launch 
the boats and head back to the Squadron. Given 
the perfect conditions, including an incoming 
tide, Head Coach Josh Chant suggested the 
fleet take the long way home which involved a 
reach to Point Piper, carefully avoiding the Manly 
ferries, a run down to Clarke Island and another 
reach back to the Squadron.

Youth Summer  
Picnic Sail 

by Persia Littlewood

Making fine progress 
across the harbour.

Briefing at Clifton 
Gardens.

Photographer  
Caroline Berner.

The final retrieve was undertaken in quick time 
and a last debrief under the sail. Thank you to 
the coaches, instructors and parents for making 
the day the perfect end to a successful season.

There is a programme of winter sailing involving 
both training and occasional race days and I 
hope to see you there. 

To find out more, please visit www.rsys.com.au/
youth-sailing/winter-sailing-program  
or contact the sailing office on 9017 0153   
or andrew.phillips@rsys.com.au. 1
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12 46th Squadron Annual 
Cruise 11-18 April

by Richard Lawson

Right: The cruise fleet 
passing through the 
Heads on a perfect day.

Below: Preparations in 
the Pond for the day 
ahead.

Below right: Sailing off 
the coast in perfect 
breeze.

Photography David 
Everdell.

As I write this review of our recent Cruise, 
Sydney is recovering from a week of a severe 
East Coast low. How fortunate we were that  
our Cruise was the week before the bad weather, 
and, apart from a threatening thunder storm  
on the Wednesday night, the weather was out-
standing throughout. The Cruise culminated  
in a magic sail home to Sydney on the last day  
in a building nor’easter.

This year’s Cruise had a slightly modified format 
from previous years, as we returned to Pittwater 
for a highly successful week. The programme 
featured two lay days, two raft-up dinners, a  
four race Cat 7 series and two coastal Cat 4 
passage races. The Monday lay day saw a 
wonderful extension to the popular Galley 
Gourmet Challenge – canapés were served  
to all those ashore at the Refuge Bay beach 
party… and they were good! The party was held 
on a beach somewhat diminished by the high 
tide, but spirits were high as about 50 people 
assembled, ankle deep in water, for an enjoyable 
end to the day.

The opening day of the Cruise dawned with a 
very light breeze, so the twenty one Cat 4 boats 
proceeded in company under the follow me flag 
as far as Bangally Head, where Rob Ridley, our 
ever-popular Principal Race Officer, started a 
short race to be concluded north of Barrenjoey 
Headland in approximately seven kts of breeze. 
However, the early start to the Hallets Beach  
get-together was a great opportunity to catch  



Top: First stop Halletts 
Beach for a sausage 
sizzle. Photographer 
Paul Barbour.

Above: Canapés on 
the beach in Refuge 
Bay. Photographer 
Ross Littlewood.
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up with all other Cruise participants on a superb 
afternoon and evening.

Sunday’s opening inshore race was a cracker  
in a building southerly breeze. Some Div 1  
boats were recording upward of 25 kts at  
the weather mark in a building seaway. Some 
minor damage was experienced on a couple of 
boats and sadly for Chris Reed on Div 3 Rafiki, 
the timber bumpkin on his old double ender 
collapsed in the bumpy conditions. Although  
his rig was in danger, he recovered the situation 
by winding on his running back stays, and he 
had the situation in hand.

Our first progressive raft-up dinner was scheduled 
for Mushroom Bay which looked spectacular  
with all the masts from 33 racing yachts and  
11 support yachts and motor boats. Two of  
the yachts that were new to the Cruise (Tonic, 
Robert Pizzey and Tashtego Joe English) fully 
joined in the spirit of the occasion and Sandy 
and I enjoyed a fantastic 13 person dinner party 
aboard Tonic (Hanse 55), as it was voted that 
Rapunzel’s saloon would have been a touch  
tight for the occasion.



The Galley Gourmet Challenge, Part 2, was held 
at the Pinta Bay raft-up, and Judge Sue Swanson 
said she was ‘blown away’ by the standard  
of the food produced from standard yacht 
ingredients and prepared in limited facilities.  

The races on both Tuesday and Wednesday 
experienced superb conditions, in particular 
Wednesday’s 12 kt easterly afforded a perfect  
sail for all divisions. Once again, Rob set great 
courses which just suited the conditions.  
The sunken Greater Mackerel mark posed a 
dilemma for a few on Tuesday, but a laid RSYS 
mark solved the problem for Wednesday.

On Thursday we visited Coasters Retreat (The 
Basin) for our second lay day and approximately 
80 people went ashore for a BYO picnic/
barbecue and enjoyed a perfect afternoon in  
the sunshine under the Basin’s pavilion roof. 

Friday turned out to be another beautiful day, 
albeit a little cloudy and with minimal wind.  
Once again a good call by Rob who set a  
limited alternative race course on Pittwater,  
thus staying away from the quite large tidal  
flow of the Broken Bay/West Head area which 
would have affected the racing. After about 90 
minutes of racing in very light conditions, Code 
flag S was flown at the Scotland Island mark  
and about 32 boats proceeded to the RMYC  

for a marina berth, showers and a meal ashore  
in the Club’s function room. 

We all enjoyed a very pleasant evening where 
spirits were high and our Galley Gourmet 
Challenge judges made their awards for all 
classifications, which included canapés on the 
beach, entrée, main, dessert and Junior Chef.

Finally our Cruise for 2015 was drawing to a 
close. The Cat 7 boats made their way back  
to Sydney in company with others, whilst the  

14 46th Squadron Annual 
Cruise Continued



Cat 4 passage fleet started their race at 1100 
east of Barrenjoey Headland. At the start a 10 kt 
northerly prevailed which gradually clocked to  
the north east, building as the race progressed  
to about 15-18 kts, allowing all boats to enjoy a 
beautiful sail back to Sydney. Midnight Rambler 
and About Time finished in about two and a  
half hours, whilst we on Rapunzel brought the 
building breeze with us and finished in about 
three hours off Watsons Bay.

Raft-up in Mushroom 
Bay ready for the 
Progressive dinner.

Photographers: 
David Everdell, Isabel 
Wartho and John 
Hancox.

2016 Dates: 
Annual Cruise  
16-23 April

Morning after the 
night before in  
Refuge Bay.

15

All in all the general feedback is that the modified 
format, along with the excellent weather, made 
for another successful Cruise. However, this 
result could not have been achieved without  
the work of an excellent committee, together  
with Margaret Carney and Chris Stone in the 
RSYS Sailing Office to keep us on track, and 
Rob Ridley and his crew, who once again ran  
a fantastic week for all of us to enjoy. 1



16 Galley Gourmet  
Challenge

by Trish Stanley

The Galley Gourmet Challenge, formerly known 
as the Creative Cruise Cuisine Competition, 
underwent a few enhancements this year. Apart 
from simplifying the scoring system, we added  
a new meal category of Canapés/finger food.  
We took advantage of the extra lay day on the 
Monday and the Canapés/finger food were 
judged on the beach at Refuge Bay after which 
interested Cruisers were invited to partake of  
the canapés.

The remaining categories were judged at the  
raft-up in Pinta Bay on the following evening.  
Our judges this year were Sue Swanson of Just 
Quietly and Max Poyser of About Time, and  
they added their superb food knowledge to  
the judging process. They were joined by Peter 
Brell of Gannet and Pauline Christie of Viva who 
acted as buddies to the judges. Formidable 
teams indeed!

A high standard of entry was again presented – 
it’s amazing what people can produce with 
limited facilities so the judges had a hard time 
selecting the following winners. The winning 
entries were:

Canapés

Canapés were served on the beach at Refuge 
Bay. After the judges tasted the competing 
dishes, the crowd of around 50 Cruisers were 
offered a taste. At just after high tide, the limited 
room on the beach made for a very cosy party – 
standing room only.

The winner was Tracey Leslie of Crackerjack with 
warm Thai Fish tastefully served on cos lettuce 
leaves and the runner up was Ian Macdiarmid  
of Hell Razer with Smoked Salmon Roulades 
(served with a bribe of martini and a kiss – hope 
Max appreciated it).

Entrée

In the Entrée section, Gudrun Resnekov of Tula 
was victorious with Sushi Rolls with Tuna, and 
Tracey Leslie of Crackerjack came second with 
Roasted Vegetables and Goat’s Cheese Filo 
Parcel. 

Main

Renowned chef, Alan Husband of Limelight took 
out the main prize for his Veal Saltimbocca á la 
Limelight and Trish Stanley of Willyama was 
runner up with Garlic Beef Fillet with Avocado 
Sauce.   

Dessert

Mystere spread their talents to the dessert 
section this year and came first with their Honey 
and Cinnamon Baked Pear with OP Rum and 
Greek Yoghurt by Malcolm Shaw. Gudron 
Resnekov from Tula was runner up with Ginger 
and Lime Tapioca with Chilli Mango.   

Junior Chef

The winner was Sarah Leslie, of Crackerjack, 
with her Grandmother’s recipe for Almond 
Macaroons. 

Congratulations to the Crackerjack, Hell Razer, 
Tula, Limelight, Willyama and Mystere teams.  
We will have fun checking out your recipes and 
look forward to tasting Alan’s veal which will be 
offered as a special in the Careening Cove Room 
on Tuesday and Friday nights in November.

On behalf of the Cruise Committee, I would like 
to thank all the entrants for making this year’s 
event worthwhile and the judges for donating 
their impressive skills to our competition.  

Crackerjack’s entrée 
of Roasted Vegetables 
and Goat’s Cheese 
Filo Parcel.

Tula’s dessert of 
Ginger and Lime 
Tapioca with Chili 
Mango.



Squadron Cruise  
Prize Giving

17Many thanks also go to Gabby Holles whose 
valuable assistance in organising this year’s event 
was much appreciated. Particular thanks go to 
our sponsors: the Squadron, who donated the 
winners’ vouchers for meals in the Careening 
Cove Anchorage and Len Wallace of ManLaw 
Premium BBQ Tools who donated digital BBQ 
tongs for the runners up.

Commentary from Sue Swanson, one of  
our Judges

Having never been involved in the Galley Gourmet 
Competition in the past (I figured it was not 
appropriate to enter as a professional chef) I really 
had no idea what to expect when Trish asked me 
if I would get involved in the judging along with 
Max, Pauline and Peter on this year’s cruise. Well 
what an absolute treat we judges were in for. 

After many years in the industry including a 
number of years working as a chef on both 
private yachts and  charter boats, I am well 
aware of the challenges of preparing interesting 
and creative dishes within the confines of an 
often small galley with limited facilities. We are all 
familiar with fridges without shelves and cranky 
ovens which burn things on the bottom and then 
the gas runs out at just the wrong moment…

I can only say that the competitors in this year’s 
competition most certainly rose to the challenge 
with style and substance and almost without 
exception, the dishes we tasted would not be 
out of place on the Careening Cove dining menu. 
My fellow judges and I were really impressed  
by the way many of the entries took simple 
ingredients that most of us keep as basics on 
board a boat and turned them into something 
special, often with the use of quite technically 
difficult processes. The whisking up of an 
impressive Cointreau Sabayon on Crackerjack 
and the delicious Sushi rolls on Tula were great 
examples of this: eggs, sugar, rice, canned  
tuna, all galley staples and a packet of dried  
nori seaweed and a bottle of Cointreau are easy 
enough to stow and won’t go off. We loved the 
use of the different cooking processes we saw; 
particularly worthy of mention is the delicious 
artichoke canapé topping prepared by the crew 
on Tula which was cooked in a pan on top of  
the engine and also the winning dessert prepared 
by Malcolm on Mystere who wrapped his pears 
in foil and baked them to absolute perfection  
on the barbecue on the back deck. There were 
also some relatively simple dishes made from 
ingredients you might easily pick up at the 
markets and prepare in a very small space  
but which were winners in terms of flavour  
and just their very simplicity. Trish on Willyama 
demonstrated this concept perfectly with her  
fillet of beef main course which was only just 
beaten for the first prize by Limelight in the  
main courses. 1

On 8 May, Commodore Richard 
Chapman presented prizes to: 

Clockwise from top left: Arthur 
Psaltis, Richard and Sandy  
Lawson, Malcolm Shaw, Adler  
Ho (for Ken Hudson), Ed Psaltis,  
Donald Swanson, Ian Guanaria,  
John Conroy.



18 Tackers Easter Camp 

by Isabel Wartho

Youth Coach Josh Cant 
maintained his Zen and 
with the lightest touch, 
channelled all that 
unbridled energy into 
boat assembly and 
launch.

Far right: The novices 
in Tackers 1 took to 
the water on a tow 
rope looking like  
so many ducklings 
behind Mother Duck.  

Tackers 3, pros that 
they are, were rarely 
to be seen having 
skooted off towards 
the horizon with a 
cheery call of “eat  
my wake!”

Having bid the Annual Squadron Cruise bon 
voyage, the Clubhouse settled down for a snooze 
in the warm Autumn sunshine – but not for long. 
The peace was shattered by the clamour of 24 
excited youngsters arriving for four days sailing 
camp. By mid-morning, the immaculate lawn 
was strewn with masts, sails, lunchboxes, Optis, 
wetsuits and other kiddie detritus. 1



The sun shone and 
the water was warm, 
which was a bonus 
given how much  
time Tackers 2 spent 
splashing around 
during capsize drill. 
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20 Sail Port Stephens  
2015 Regatta  
17-19 April

by Jonathan Threlfall 

Race 1 course (top) 
and Race 2 course.

Not contemplating Hamilton Island race week 
this year, we found our crew enthusiastic to  
enter another Port Stephens regatta. This is an 
annual event that Port Stephens is hoping to 
build into a ‘must do’ event. There were some  
30 cruiser/racer yachts entered in Performance 
Cruising, split into two Divisions. The yachts 
came mainly from Port Stephens, Newcastle, 
Lake Macquarie and Sydney. Thanks to our  
initial handicap, we managed to win Division 2  
on count back.

I have written a short account of the regatta  
and the journey up with the thought that it may 
encourage other RSYS Members to join in Port 
Stephens’ future regattas and make readers 
aware of the hazards that may exist in a boat’s 
acoustic insulation!

Port Stephens is large, tidal and beautiful and  
the sailing is quite different from what we enjoy  
in the Harbour.

The journey up

With our self-steering mechanism removed, we 
decided we needed a crew of four as we would 
be hand steering our way up the coast. The crew 
was myself, Rick Assender, Michael Milne Home 
and Tom Wilson.

We slipped from RSYS at 1340 hrs on 15  
April and with the wind light from the NE, we 
progressed mostly motor sailing to about 10  
NM north of Barrenjoey. The wind had by now 
come up to about 20 kts from the NW, so we 
decided to reef. We furled the foresail and put 
the boat head to wind to put in the reef.

All was well until I put the motor full ahead to 
keep the bow in the wind, whereupon copious 
smoke began to billow from the exhaust with 
virtually all power lost. There was also an 
ominous rattle. Not good, we thought.

Amateur diagnoses began to flow: engine oil 
burning in the cylinders, a cracked piston ring,  
a jelly fish in the cooling water, but one thing 
seemed certain, we had better not use the 
engine until we could get it into expert hands. 
Back to Pittwater we felt was the safest option.

Four hours later, after squalls from the west and 
periods of no wind, we made it under sail on to 
the Police Emergency mooring in the Basin. The 
wind had by now dropped to almost nothing, 
and I think it took us eight tacks and about half 
an hour from entering the Basin to make it to the 
mooring. The prospect of getting to Port Stephens 
in time for the racing now seemed very remote.

The following morning, Lacey Marine from the 
RPAYC came to our rescue, towed us into a pen 
and went to work to find out what had happened. 
Frank, from Lacey’s, was extremely puzzled and 
suggested all sorts of expensive possibilities,  
but having steadily eliminated them, we left  
him puzzling away to have a spot of lunch. On 
returning to the boat, we found Frank revving  
the engine up to 4000 rpm with black smoke 
pouring from the exhaust, as he told us he had 
finally discovered the source of the problem.  
The acoustic insulation above the air intake  
had melted and been sucked into the air filters 
which had prevented sufficient air entering the 
combustion chambers and therefore caused  
the loss of power and the black smoke from the 
unburnt fuel. With much revving Frank kept at it 
until he reckoned all the foul material had been 
blown out, whereupon he pronounced that we 
were fit to carry on with our voyage.

By then nearly 1500 hrs, we were ready to give 
up the whole idea having realised we couldn’t 
now get into Port Stephens before dawn the 
following day, the first day of our racing. But 
thinking about the rest of the crew who were 
planning to drive up and the fact that all the 
entries and accommodation had been paid  
for, we realised we had to press on.

We arrived just as dawn was breaking. The rest 
of our crew had come by road: Nathan Maliz, 
Dave Hopkins, Kayleigh Maliz and my wife Mary, 
and they kindly relieved us for a shower and a 
two hour shut eye at our rented accommodation 



Russell Marshall at 
the helm of Kestral, 
1924.

Campeador achieved 
excellent results in 
Port Stephens.

Photographer, Craig 
Greenhill/Saltwater 
Images.

after one circuit of the triangle. The fleet expanded 
and contracted as the wind came and went,  
and there was little one could do tactically, as 
one was constrained by the geographic features.  
5th over the line and 11th on handicap.   

The third race was sailed in a very light breeze 
which promised to give way to quite a strong 
southerly. The start was delayed by at least an 
hour because the committee reckoned most of 
us would be carried backwards from the start 
line by the tide. We had our best start of the 
series this race and got off third from the lead 
and never lost this position. The upwind leg 
found us kedging half way up, but the wind then 
came in a little and we completed two windward, 
wing mark, leeward triangles before reaching 
back to the finish under spinnaker. We managed 
an apparent wind angle of 65 degrees for a  
large part of this reach and, unlike many of our 
competitors, held our spinnaker for the entire 
reach. 3rd across the line and 3rd on handicap.

The trip home
Our return journey was delayed by several days 
because the week following was the week of  
the East Coast storms. Four of us caught the 
train and bus up to Colette Bay on Friday where 
we had left Campeador in the Anchorage marina 
and, having removed a ruined headsail – the 
wind of 45 kts undid the furling at the top and 
delaminated it, we sailed and motored for a 
pleasant but uneventful journey back to Sydney. 

1

while they got the boat ready – delivery sails off, 
racing sails on, heavy gear on the jetty etc. 

The racing 
The racing at Port Stephens is very different  
from Port Jackson. There are strong tides, many 
sandbanks, glorious unspoilt vistas (on the North 
shore at least) and some really interesting islands 
to race around just outside the Heads. We were 
lucky with our initial handicap of .94.

All the races started off the D’Albora Marina  
at Port Stephens. The first race was down to  
the Heads and then clockwise round the three 
islands just offshore, back, anticlockwise, round 
the large western island, through the Heads to 
finish off the Marina. The tide was ebbing and  
the wind was W to NW but varying between  
3-10 kts. So a downtide (2½ kts) reach in 
variable winds made for an interesting start!  
The offshore islands produce considerable wind 
shadows, but we successfully negotiated these 
and picked some good wind shifts, so overall we 
had a good first race – in fact too good because 
we won it on adjusted time by five whole 
minutes. 5th over the line and 1st on handicap.

The second race took us up the harbour and 
then twice round a triangular course in the large 
open piece of water between the major sand bank 
to the East, Soldiers Point to the West and the 
shore line North and South. This time we had a 
westerly up tide start of about 1½ kts, and a light 
variable northerly wind, which gradually faded 
during the race, so the course was shortened 
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22 rsys Adult Learn  
to Sail Programmes

by Karyn Gojnich

Above: Lucy Wilson  
is ready for anything.

Right: Level 2 
participants learn the 
ropes. L to R Marian 
Flynn, Julie Moloney, 
Patrick Medley and 
Alexia Biggs.

It’s not just about our younger sailors – the 
Squadron offers many opportunities for adult 
sailors to improve their skills via the Yachting 
Australia Keelboat programme.  

Level 1, the Start Crewing and Start Helming 
course, is for those with little or no experience,  
or those that would like to build their confidence. 
It covers the basics of sailing and introduces the 
boat and the key responsibilities of being a crew 
member. The course provides opportunities to 
take the helm and steer under the guidance of  
a qualified instructor.

Level 2 is called Start Skippering. This course 
challenges all on the boat, but in particular  
the helm, to improve their skills. Students pick  

up and leave a mooring under sail in various 
conditions of wind and tide. They learn to handle 
a boat in confined areas under sail and control 
the boat with the tiller tied off using just the sail 
trim and their weight to steer. They even learn  
to sail backwards.

Level 3 in the programme introduces participants 
to the fun and challenge of using asymmetrical 
and symmetrical spinnakers. Instructors teach the 
basic racing rules, skills and tactics, and what is 
expected of a racing crew on a small boat.

Courses are run on the Club’s brand new fleet  
of Elliott 7’s. These are very responsive boats and 
a great way to learn how to sail without getting 
too wet.

On Wednesdays, the ‘Ladies of the Sea’ (LOTS) 
programme affords ladies the opportunity to build 
confidence in a nurturing all-female environment. 
It’s a great time to be out on the harbour with 
minimal other boat traffic. On Sundays the 
programme is open to all.

While transitioning to the club’s new Elliott 7’s 
over the last few months, keelboat sessions  
have also been run on Melissa Taylor’s Coco  
and Genevieve Slattery’s Genovefa.

An important aspect of helping course graduates 
continue to develop and improve their sailing 
skills is providing opportunities for them to sail  
on other boats. It’s one thing to complete a 
course, but not much good if you can’t put your 
new skills into action. This past season, Tuesday 
Twilight skippers adopted 12 of our keelboat 
course graduates, and I think they are all now 
truly sailors. A number of graduates also joined 
Stephen Barlow and Sam Hill’s Farr 40 for the 
Stepping Stone House regatta in March. It was 



LOTS and Keelboat 
Course participants.

23

an amazing experience to sail on a serious racing 
boat and at the same time rub shoulders with  
the Wallabies’ Al Baxter and Richard Harry.  
LOTS graduates also joined the Yngling fleet to 
participate in the Manly Yacht Club’s Women’s 
Challenge.

If you would like to find out more about the 
RSYS Adult Learn to Sail courses, please  
contact the sailing office on 9017 0152,  
at margaret@rsys.com.au  
or register your interest at  
www.rsys.com.au/sailing/training. 

The courses are open to Members and  
Non-members. 1



24 Stone Statues  
of the Pacific

by Michael Ramsden

The ceremonial head-
piece of red volcanic 
rock adds another  
two tons.

Faces pay homage  
to revered Easter 
Island high-chiefs  
and aristocrats.

As dawn lightens the sky above our anchorage 
near the island, we can feel the scrutiny of a 
family of mysterious stone statues beyond the 
surf breaking on the rocky shoreline. The sacred 
mo’ai are everywhere on Easter Island and have 
been doing this for centuries.

This is one of the remotest inhabited places  
on Earth. The easternmost point of Polynesia,  
it is still another two thousand miles to South 
America. Closest is Pitcairn Island where 
descendants of the Bounty mutineers live in 
dwindling numbers, and they are 1250 miles 
away.

Few cruising yachts make Easter Island a 
destination, but if they do, find it is fascinating. 
With their remarkable navigation skills, early 
canoe captains made long ocean voyages to 
landfall here and began a flourishing cycle that 
rapidly expanded to an over-population of some 
fifteen thousand.

Discovery by the outside world only worsened  
all manner of troubles which saw the sixty three 
square mile island become bare and denuded  
of its trees, the food supply choked. European 
disease and slave raids reduced their numbers  

to a mere 111 persons left living there. Today 
Easter Island has been annexed by Chile, made 
a World Heritage Site, and is home to nearly six 
thousand people.

The stone statue cult began possibly 1500 years 
ago. They were intended to bring power and 
well-being to the clans who used stone tools  
to carve them from the volcanic mountainsides. 
Instead they watched over a succession of 
troubled times for the island people. Only now, 
as a tourist, curiosity has changed that.

A census of the mo’ai, as they are locally known 
in the Rapa Nui language, counts an amazing 
887 of them. Mostly they face inwards, away 
from the sea. Some have been buried deep by 
shifting sands, others lie like scattered corpses, 
necks broken, and are likely to have been victims 
of a fall as they were being transported many 
years ago. Others were deliberately overturned 
and their stone eyes removed during years of 
tribal warfare, in the belief this robbed them of 
their power.

The statues are said to be replicas of deified 
leaders and tribal aristocrats, their faces long  
and gaunt. Some show a resemblance to a 



Centuries on, the 
island countryside 
remains denuded  
of trees and bare.

Giant statues keep 
watch along the  
coast of the 14-mile-
long island.

On a volcano slope, 
carvers left no clue 
why they stopped 
work here.

Caption

25prime minister not long past, but personally,  
I kept visualising my English headmaster when  
I first went to boarding school. A few looked 
Asian and I almost remarked out loud that one 
was “rather like Chairman Mao” but luckily saw  
I was beside a group of Chinese sightseers.

Like Egypt’s pyramid builders, there is 
speculation on how the weighty carvings were 
moved. The mo’ai may have been towed on 
wooden sleds, but this would take a lot of 
manpower as they reach more than 85 tons. 
Thirty feet up, some mo’ai wear red volcanic 
stone top-knots of some two tons. Who placed 
those up there? Nature obviously moved the 
statues more easily: in 1960 fifteen of them  
were swept inland from their coastal site by the 
tsunami which followed a massive undersea 
earthquake. A subsequent deal since with  
Japan has seen them replaced on their altars.

In their years of worsening fortune, the islanders 
were raided by slavers from Peru who carried  
off half the population. Stowaways aboard  
the ocean-going canoes commuting to the 
Marquesas (thought to be the islanders’ original 
homeland), rats multiplied in terrifying numbers, 
omnivorously devouring food sources from bird 
eggs to tree shoots, leaving the people hungry 
and the land desolate. 

Despairing that their stone gods were apparently 
failing in their purpose, a new cult arose. 
Sounding like the theme of a modern-day  
comic book, a following grew for a mythical 
Birdman. Until the practice was suppressed by 
missionaries in the 1860s, young males would 
swim to a rocky islet half a mile off the coast to 
collect the first sea-bird’s egg of the season and 
bring it back intact. They risked drowning, shark 
attacks, and falling from the cliffs they had to 
climb in their quest.

Today, Easter Island offers only tiny port facilities 
for small craft on the western coast, sheltered  
by a short breakwater and, of course, watched 
over by its own mo’ai. An attractive town of  
three thousand residents and streets shaded by 
flowering tropical trees is less than a mile away. 
There are still street signs explaining what to  
do if another tsunami emergency threatens. The 
official language is now Spanish, which comes  
as a change when sailing thousands of miles 
eastwards across the Pacific. Polynesian dialects 
are understood in the distant French islands, on 
Pitcairn which still clings to many of the English 
words common in the days of the mutiny, and 
here on Rapa Nui, something Captain Cook even 
noted when he visited in 1770.

And when it’s time to sail away towards the 
horizon, you still feel as if the giant mo’ai are 
watching you with their sightless eyes. 1



Kenneth Godfrey joined the Squadron in 1967 
and sadly passed away on 28 March aged 98. 

For many years Ken owned the timber sloop 
Joanne which he purchased soon after becoming 
a Member of the Squadron and participated in 
numerous Squadron cruises, the first being in 
1971. His daughter Elizabeth says “The Joanne 
Trophy awarded to the RSYS Yachtswoman of 
the Year was donated by Dad in memory of my 
mother Joanne who had sailed since she was 
young. The trophy was first presented in 1987.”

Ken was well known and respected as a 
volunteer race officer, a role he enjoyed for  
18 years from 1985, and administrator of the 
Squadron Twilights. For a number of years he 
held the position of Chairman of the Club’s  
race officials. On his retirement in 2003, Ken 
acknowledged the enjoyment he had from  
his involvement in Squadron activities and that  
he only took up race management following  
the curtailment of his sailing activities on his 
wife’s death. He did not realise at the time that 
the following 18 years being involved in race 
management would be so satisfying. 

Ken’s age precluded him from being involved  
in the on-water activities at the Sydney 2000 
Olympics, but he willingly took on the role of a 
measurer at Rushcutters Bay during the Games, 
a position he thoroughly enjoyed. Daughter 
Elizabeth says Ken found his measuring 
responsibilities more interesting and enjoyable 
than if he had been on the water. 1

An extraordinary era of sailing on Sydney 
Harbour and internationally stretching back most 
six decades has come to an end with the death 
at the age of 85 of Patricia Warn, the sailing 
partner and close friend of her twin sister Joyce. 
Both Pat and Joyce are Life Members of the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron.

During those many years, Pat, with Joyce, was  
a guiding light in the International Yngling class 
and an inspiration to women in sailing as well  
as making a major contribution to the on-water 
race management of Squadron regattas and 
other major events, including the Sydney 2000 
Olympics.

Family, friends, sailing friends, former Members, 
Commodores, past Commodores, Flag Officers 
and Bridge friends of Patricia gathered at the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron on 5 May to “to 
celebrate the wonderful life of my dear twin sister 
Pat… a joyous day, not a sad one,” as Joyce 
said in welcoming everyone.

And what a wonderful life Pat and Joyce enjoyed 
together over those past 85 years, notably  
their close involvement in sailing from their early 
twenties through to their mid-seventies.

Always competitive in various classes during  
their active sailing years, they put back into the 
sport as much, if not more, than they received.  
In particular the Warn sisters contributed much  
to the International Yngling class, as race officers 
for RSYS events and also the Sydney 2000 
Olympic sailing regatta on the Harbour. Their 
voluntary work was recognised by the Squadron 
and the International Yngling Association in 2002 
when they were elected Life Members of the 
RSYS and the Yngling Association. In 1989 Pat 
was named RSYS Yachtswoman of the Year, 
receiving the Joanne Trophy which she held 
jointly with her sister Joyce.

Pat and Joyce’s interest in sailing began back  
in 1956, sailing on a cousin’s Bluebird, and they 
soon decided to buy one of their own. “There 
were not many females sailing in those days…  
so we decided we had better buy our own boat 
and learn to sail,” Joyce recalled.

Over their sailing lives they owned two Bluebirds, 
Charm and Tango, one International Dragon, 
Maud, and seven International Ynglings, Missy, 
Polly, Canny, Merry and Holly in Sydney and 
Buddy and Bonny in Europe.

They joined the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 
in 1956, becoming 50 Year Members, then briefly 

26 Kenneth Lachlan  
Godfrey, 1916-2015 

by Ian Kingsford Smith

Patricia Warn, 
1930-2015 

by Peter Campbell

Ken Godfrey 
contemplating a  
race management 
decision on board 
Gitana in 1997.



Pat and Joyce Warn  
at Sail Melbourne in 
2003.

27the Sydney Amateur Sailing Club, before joining 
the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron in 1961.  

Pat and Joyce bought their first Yngling in 1974, 
finally retiring from sailing in November 2009, 
although they had a couple of breaks to join the 
Squadron’s race management team, including 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics.

Pat was always the skipper, Joyce the forward 
hand, with either a young man or woman in  
the middle. Pat was the quieter one, Joyce the 
spokesperson. Together, they made for tough 
opponents on the race track, with Pat’s great 
helming skill being in light winds while Joyce  
was an excellent jib trimmer.

“We did have wins in the Bluebirds… I know we 
did win one race in the Dragons,” Joyce recalled.   

“In 1978 Pat thought it might be a good idea to 
see if we could sail in the Yngling World Cup at 
Geneva, Switzerland.

“This was the start of our yearly trip to the Worlds 
and Europeans and sometimes the Danish Open 
until we retired in 2006… a period of 29 years.”

Highlights of those international trips was Pat 
winning the Linge Lady Cup for the top placed 
female helm at Kristiansand, Norway, with Roger 
Wingett as crew, just after the Yngling received 
international status in 1979, and again at Lake 
Attersee in Austria, with Jude Micklewright as 
crew, where they were the top placed female 
team in 1987.

The Australian women were lying 7th overall 
going into the last race in Geneva in 1978, 
finishing 10th in a fleet of 64 boats. In all, Pat  
and Joyce competed in 33 International regattas 
for the Yngling class.

Yachting media officer Di Pearson recalls how  
at 2003 Sail Melbourne, the Grade 1 Olympic 
and invited classes regatta, on a light and shifty 
breeze in Port Phillip, Pat and Joyce, with Tneal 
Kawala in the middle, gave the fleet a lesson in 
light weather sailing.

Those whom they outsailed included Olympic 
campaigners Nicky Bethwaite and Melanie 
Dennison, at that time ranked No 2 in the world. 

Paying tribute to Pat’s contribution to women’s 
sailing, Nicky Bethwaite said: “It’s gratifying to 
see the number of girls and women who are 
sailing these days; a far cry from just a relatively 
short time ago when Pat and Joyce were two 
women of the very few who took sailing seriously.

“When Karyn Gojnich (then Davis) and I trained 
for and competed in the first Olympics to have  
a separate women’s sailing class in the 470 in 
1988, the Warns were extremely supportive. 

“Fast forward to another Olympic challenge  
in 2004, this time in the Yngling. Again the 
enthusiasm displayed by Pat and Joyce was 
fantastic. They took us under their wing and  
were generous in sharing their knowledge and 
experience of the class.

“They were also damn good competition, and  
I’ll never forget one of the qualifying regattas  
in Melbourne where they won a race by five 
minutes.”

The Warn sisters’ illustrious career included four 
Australian Championships: 1980/81, 1982/83 and 
1983/84 sailing Missy and 1986/87 in Canny. 

Pat was involved in the Australian Yngling 
Association from its early inception, retiring (aged 
72) from the executive position of Treasurer in 
2002 after 26 consecutive years. 

Pat and Joyce were dedicated on-water race 
officers for many years, starting in the 1973-74 
season and then from 1994 through to the 
Sydney 2000 Olympics and beyond.

“Whenever they were rostered on the race 
committee boat, the twins each kept an AYF 
National Officiating Program Logbook in which 
they entered the date, the event and the name  
of the Race Officer – who was also asked to  
sign off on their duties,” recalls Race Officer  
Ian Kingsford Smith.

“They were meticulous in recording race finishers 
and were invaluable in recording one design 
fleets such as Lasers which have long sail 
numbers in events such as Sail Sydney. There 
was never any confusion… they sorted things 
out… and we never had complaints from 
competitors.”

In later years, Pat and Joyce enjoyed playing 
Bridge at the RSYS. “Just like we bought a  
boat and learned to sail, we jumped straight  
into Bridge,” Joyce recalled.

Truly a remarkable sailing life that will be long 
remembered by all Members of the Royal  
Sydney Yacht Squadron against whom Patricia 
Warn sailed or with whom she worked in race 
management. Not to mention her many sailing 
opponents, and friends, on the International 
Yngling sailing circuit. 1



28 Squadron Again Sets 
Highest Standards  
of Yacht Racing

by Peter Campbell

From Optimists to ocean racers, from Inter-
national Etchells to the Hardy Cup match racing 
and Australian and World Championship, the 
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron again maintained 
the highest standards of yacht racing during its 
152nd summer season of competition on Sydney 
Harbour and offshore in the Tasman Sea.

The quality of club competition, notably in  
the one-design classes, again saw Squadron 
Members represent at state, national and 
international level and in ocean racing. 

The season saw a consolidation of divisions  
for the Saturday pointscore racing to provide 
keener competition, with Divisions 3 and 4  
being combined and the faster boats in Division 
3 moved up to Division 2.   

The end result was a satisfactory total entry 
across the three mixed cruiser/racer fleets and 
the Etchells, Dragons and Ynglings of nearly  
130 yachts. Entries were also strong for the  
three short ocean races conducted each season 
by the Squadron for the historic Gascoigne, 
Milson and Morna Cups which also were part  
of the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia’s short 
ocean pointscore series.

Arguably, one of the major victories by a 
Squadron Member over the summer was the 
overall win by Roger Hickman with his veteran 
Farr 43 Wild Rose in the 70th Rolex Sydney 
Hobart Yacht Race. Hickman is one of Australia’s 
most versatile yachtsmen, sailing an Etchells  
with the Sydney fleet, a Laser out of Double Bay 
Sailing Club and, immediately after winning the 
Sydney Hobart, flying to Melbourne to crew for 
Wolf Breit on Shapes in the Prince Philip Cup  
for International Dragons. 

Another outstanding win was Gordon Ingate’s 
victory in the Prince Philip Cup at the remarkable 
age of 88. Helming Whimsical, this was his 
second victory in the International Dragon 
Australasian Championship in more than 60  
years of racing in the classic keelboat.   

RSYS yachts filled the top three placings in  
the Prince Philip Cup with English yachtsman 
Robert Campbell, sailing Indulgence, beaten by 
one point by Ingate, third place going to New 
South Wales champion Shapes, skippered by 
Wolf Breit.

While it’s many seasons past since the Inter-
national Flying Dutchman class competed 
regularly with the Squadron, the Club was asked 
to conduct the Australian and World Champion-
ship for the one-time Olympic high performance 
centreboard class.   

The World Championship attracted 47 entries, 
mostly from Europe but including a dozen 
Australian crews, several returning to sailing an 
FD for the first time in decades. The Hungarians 
and Germans dominated overall results, but 

The Annual Prize 
Giving night was  
held on 29 May.

Commodore Richard 
Chapman presented: 
Roger Hickman,  
RSYS Yachtsman  
of the Year; Richard 
Hammond, Roman 
Tarnawsky and Nicole 
Shrimpton; Jeanne-
Claude Strong, RSYS 
Yachtswoman of the 
Year.

Photographer  
David Everdell.



29RSYS Members Edward Cox and Peter Bevis 
and Matthew Whitnall and James Bevis finished 
fifth and sixth in final standings.

During the season the Squadron also ran the 
New South Wales and Australian Championship 
for the Farr 40 class with victory in both events 
going to Voodoo Chile, skippered by Andrew 
Hunn from the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania. 
Winning tactician was RSYS Member and Hardy 
Cup winner David Chapman.

The two events were a successful forerunner  
to the Farr 40 World Championship to be 
conducted by the Squadron in 2016.

The Squadron also hosted two regattas for the 
McConaghy 38s, another high performance  
one-design keelboat class, with Dark Star (John 
Bacon) winning the Spring Regatta and Maserati 
(Neville Crichton) taking out the Twilight Regatta.  

Squadron Member David Chapman called the 
shots on Ginger (Leslie Green) which finished 
third in the Spring Regatta and second in the 
Twilight Regatta. Later in the season, Ginger, 
again with Chapman as tactician, won the 
Australian Championship at Pittwater.

Another Member, Stu Pollard helped add to the 
colour of Sydney Harbour when the Extreme 40s 
sailed Act 8 of their International series, sailing  
as bowman on Sydney winner Alinghi.

RSYS crews did not fare so well in this year’s 
Hardy Cup, but competition at the top of the 
leader board was arguably the closest in the  
17 years that the Club has been conducting  
this prestigious Under 25, ISAF Grade 3 match 
racing event.

Remarkably, three crews were tied after three 
round-robins with the grand final going to five 
races. Jay Griffin from the CYCA eventually won 
from Sam Gilmour from WA’s Royal Freshwater 
Bay Yacht Club.

According to race officer Ian Kingsford Smith, 
“weather-wise, conditions on Sydney Harbour 
were generally light and shifty over the summer, 

but it was a good season overall with the mini-
regattas proving increasingly popular among  
the three one-design international classes, the 
Etchells, Dragons and Ynglings.”

The biggest fleet for Club races was 33 boats  
for an Etchells mini-regatta with the three-race 
format proving very popular and, at times, 
attracting boats from other fleets. The Dragons 
and Ynglings combined their mini regattas,  
again with strong support.

“With Sydney Harbour always crowded on  
a Saturday afternoon, our fleets caused no 
problems with commercial shipping or ferries… 
the outcome of pre-season briefings attended  
by an officer from the port authority,” recalled 
race officer Ian Kingsford Smith. “I am certain 
skippers of our racing yachts are fully aware  
of their responsibilities and act accordingly.”

The Squadron certainly provided plenty of 
opportunities for the Etchells class to race on 
Sydney Harbour and owners responded well, 
particularly for the mini-regattas which attracted 
up to 33 starters over the summer.

Top 40, helmed by Geoff Bonouvrie, easily won 
the Etchells mini regatta series from Unami  
(Matt Whitnall) and Magpie (Steve Jarvin) while 
the Club Championship proved a comfortable  
win for Shindig (Rob Weir, Paul Thackray and 
Mike Tyquin).  

Award Recipients: 
Natalie Chapman, 
collecting Crew 
Person of the Year,  
for David Chapman; 
Thompson Trophy 
won by Richard 
Hammond; Paul 
Thackray, Mike Tyquin 
and Rob Weir.



30 Squadron Again Sets 
Highest Standards 
of Yacht Racing 
Continued

Second overall was Alchemist (Richard Hammond 
and Roger Gain), third went to Carabella V 
(Matthew McCann). Alchemist took out the Main 
Pointscore from Unami and Shindig.

The International Dragons continue to produce 
good fleets and great competition between the 
stalwarts of this classic keelboat class, with the 
Squadron not only running a season pointscore 
and mini regattas but also the New South Wales 
Championship.

In the NSW titles, Wolf Breit steered Shapes to a 
close win from Trio (Michael Bartley) took second 
place overall on a countback from Riga (Martin 
Burke).  

The Dragon Main Pointscore was even closer, 
just one point between winner Liquidity  
(Richard Franklin) and Sidewinder (Carl Ryves), 
third overall going to Gordon Ingate, helming 
Whimsical.

Sidewinder dominated the mini regattas, finishing 
the season well clear of Liquidity and French 
Connection (Anthony Armstrong).

In the Yngling class, Miss Pibb, helmed by 
Hamish Jarrett, dominated the season, winning 
six of the 10 Main Pointscore races as well as the 
Mini Regattas Series and the King Haakons Cup.

A last race win gave Charles Curran’s Sydney 
overall first place in the Division 1 Main Point-
score on a countback from Geoff Davidson’s 
Jackie Clare, third place overall going to Much 
Ado V (John and Michael Stephens). 

Jackie Clare won the Spring Series, Sydney the 
Summer Series while Much Ado V took out the 
Short Inshore Series.

Roman Tamawsky’s Can Can was also a last 
race winner, taking out Division 2 by a more 
comfortable margin from Spring Series winner 
Campeador (Jonathan Threlfall). A close third 
overall was Alouette, skippered by John Waring.  

The strengthened Division 3, with the inclusion  
of several of the faster boats from Division 4,  
saw a Main Pointscore victory go to the fast 
26-footer ‘Til the Fat Lady Sings, skippered by 
David Smith.

‘Til the Fat Lady Sings rocketed away from the 
fleet in many races as well as winning six races 
over the summer on corrected time.  

She won the Spring Series comfortably but didn’t 
fare so well in the Summer Series, finishing sixth 
overall but the combined total was sufficient to 
give skipper Smith a Main Series victory from 
John Jeremy’s Tingari and Kirsten II (Ken Chase) 
which like ‘Til the Fat Lady Sings had moved up 
from Division 4.

Each summer the Squadron traditionally  
conducts three short ocean races for three 
historic perpetual trophies, the Morna Cup,  
the Gascoigne Cup and the Milson Memorial 
Cup. Each race attracted close to 30 or more 
competitors.

The Gascoigne Cup, in late October saw two 
regular RSYS Division 1 boats sail exceptionally 

Above: Chris Stone 
and Margaret Carney 
from the Sailing 
Office.

Award recipients: 
Hamish Jarrett and 
Max Haymen; crew  
of Ultreya, skipper, 
Rod Pearse holding 
the Gasgoine Cup; 
Perserverence Trophy 
winner, Acturus 3 
(Peter Davenport); 
Charles Curren, 
Sydney; Sountrack 
crew, skipper John 
Amos, holding the 
Thelma Plate.



Madi Kornman, Carl 
Hansen, Persia Littlewood, 
Henry Davison, Nick 
Rozenauers, Oskar Hansen, 
Alex Whitnall and India 
Rose, Claudia Thackray.

31Youth Sailing  
Annual Prize 
Giving

well against the more regular competitors in the 
short ocean races off Sydney Heads. 

Rod Pearse’s Dehler 41 Ultreya won the Cup 
with the Ker 11.7 Much Ado V (John and Michael 
Stephens) placed third overall.

The Morna Cup, in late November, had a  
distinct Sydney Hobart Race flavour about it  
with Cup winner Ron Forster’s Ariel and entrant 
in the bluewater classic and runner-up Minerva 
skippered by Chairman of the Sydney Hobart 
Race Committee and RSYS Member Tim Cox.

Post Christmas, the Milson Memorial Trophy race 
also decided the Squadron’s series trophy, the 
Perseverance Trophy, decided on results in three 
short ocean races by yachts entered through  
the RSYS.

Arcturus 3, Peter Davenport’s Dufour 40 won the 
Perserverance Trophy, finishing mid-fleet in the 
Gascoigne Cup but then notching up a second 
pointscore place in the Morna Cup and finally a 
win in the Milson Memorial Cup. 

Arcturus 3 finished the series with 11 points,  
with second place overall going to Ultreya on  
a countback from Ceildh, skippered by Peter 
Williams. Both boats finished with 15 points, 
Ultreya’s three-race score being 1-9-5 and 
Ceildh’s 2-7-6. Just one point back was Tim 
Cox’s Minerva with another point to Wine-Dark 
Sea (Peter Lowndes).

The 2015 winner of the Milson Memorial Cup 
was CYCA entrant Justadash, Phil Dash’s 
Beneteau 40. 1



32 Squadron  
Friday Twilight  
Prize Giving

by Trevor Joyce

There was a great turnout to the Friday Twilight 
Prize Giving with representatives from 51 of  
the 106 boats who participated in the series 
present. I was delighted to reveal the winner of 
the 2014/15 series was Assassin and present 
them with the prize of two places on the Mariner 
Boating Holidays 2016 Sweden Yacht Rally. 

Assassin crew member Phil Cutts said they  
were surprised and excited to win and that it 
topped off an already great season sailing. “My 
partner and I are one of four couples that bought 
Assassin, a pre one-design Farr 40, 18 months 
ago. Everyone has sailed before, but racing is 
certainly new to most of us. So as a crew we  
are going through a period of getting used to  
the yacht and to racing, and the RSYS Twilight 
series was the perfect format for us enter to 
achieve this and gel as a crew.”

When I asked how the crew felt when they won, 
Phil told me that they couldn’t think of a more 
amazing experience than to spend time sailing 
together overseas exploring a new country, with 
the opportunity to improve their sailing and 
navigation skills.  

Mariner Boating has supported the Friday 
Twilights for over twelve years. The 2016 Sweden 
Yacht Rally will be held from 29 July to 13 August 
2016, and participants will cruise the unique 
Stockholm Archipelago which offers over 30,000 
islands to explore. For more information on this 
Rally or MBH visit www.marinerboating.com. 

The members of the winning Assassin crew:  
Phil Cutts and Dr. Lynne Aspinall, Tom Egan  
and Dr. Elle Vandervord, Dr. John Vandervord 
and Robyn Vandervord, Ryan Brook and Fern 
Canning. 1

A good night was had by  
all the winners.



Candidate Proposer Seconder

METROPOLITAN
Philippe, Bertrand J M Waring R M Hammond
Doyle, Matt J B Dixon C Loxton
Baird, Neil J F R Strang W G Newton
Kerr, Rohan D G Henry M J Morris
Cainero, Claude D H Mackillop A J Metcalf
Scardifield, Penelope M Houston R Taylor
Quah-Smith, Im (Dr) A M Coleman K Barlow-Stewart
Bourne, Gregory P P A Harris Commodore R E Harrison

COUNTRY:
Earl, Jack J Merrington N Chapman r

ABSENTEE:
Watson, Linda Commodore M P Levy B D Gould
Ho, David (Dr) D J Watson Commodore M P Levy
Hocking, Fiona M A Ross J M Woollett
Burfoot, Nikolus M R Johnson D Sturrock

INTERMEdIATE:
Van Dyk, Tyrone M L Press T Lynam
Lamond, Zoe R E Gerber J Gerber

AFFILIATE:
Pittorino, Dianne L Chapple P Bradford
Igoe, Sally (Dr) A Killen C Wilks
Haig, Barbara G M Birrell J B Gowing
Mutton, Belinda J Reid P Warburton
Clitheroe, Vicki A P Gunn J Clarke
McLellan, David H M Huggins R P Mills
Goldsack, Trent C P Harper H B Jarrett
Wither, Beverley C Gay E Young
Chapple, Sandra Commodore B Mobbs Commodore M Levy
Macaulay, Alexandra R Littlewood P Bradford
Elliot, Roslyn N Nolan D Katrak
Press, Barbara R Gray J Terry
Inder, Janelle  R J Grellman J B Harkness
Boulton, Prudence J S Greenwood D Field
Gormly, Claudia R G Lawson S Lawson
Lowndes, Frances I Kingsford Smith P A Lawson
Curran, Deborah Rear Commodore C Brook Commodore R Chapman
Foy, Elizabeth B E Smith M B Clyde
Norman, Valerie G Smith P Lowry OAM
Young, Carolyn J A Scott R Wither
Nolan, Pamela L Chapple R Pearse
Wilson, Fiona S R Buckley C Harper
Zehnder, Alice J Hancox S Townend
Field, Kathleen C Boulton J Greenwood
Robinson, Inny (Dr) S Langman D M Keefe
Millar, Susan J B Harkness Commodore M Levy
Bolton, Margaret V G Young H Torode

YOUTH:
Macaulay, James R Littlewood P Bradford
Macaulay, Alexander R Littlewood P Bradford
Wilson, David S R Buckley C P Harper
Wilson, James S R Buckley C P Harper

New Members

The Flag Officers and Committee would like to welcome those listed below  
to membership of the Squadron

The following Members  
have transferred their 
category:

Metropolitan  
to Affiliate 
R Duncan
L Flynn

Country to 
Metropolitan
L Christianakis
G Rowe
S Estella

Absentee to 
Intermediate
H Harrington
S Bates

Metropolitan  
to Absentee 
F Christianakis
P Evans

Metropolitan  
to Country 
R Anderson
D Giddy
E Blackadder
S Manning
N Goyer

Country to 
Intermediate
I North

Intermediate  
to Absentee 
A Hutchinson

The Flag Officers, 
Committee and 
Members extend their 
sympathies to the 
families of those 
recently deceased 
Members listed below:

Warn, Patricia; 
Lawrence, Anthony; 
Godfrey, Kenneth 
Lachlan;  
Middleton, Alan Robert; 
Richards, Charles 
Rowland;  
Stein, Kelvin;  
Smith, Brian Edward.
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Club Life–  
it’s Lively!

by Isabel Wartho

34

Crabshack Dinner
The Crabshack Dinner on 24 April was a sell-out 
success. 155 Members and their guests tucked 
in their bibs, rolled up their sleeves and got stuck 
in to platters of crabs, yabbies and prawns. 

New Sailing Administrator
Welcome to Andrew Phillips the Squadron’s  
new Sailing Administrator (Youth and Training.) 
Andrew will manage the Youth racing programme 
and co-ordinate sail training and courses for 
RSYS Members for children up to adults. He 
comes to us from MHYC where he was the 
Sailing Manager for over four years. Do drop  
into the Sailing Office to say hello. 

Member Survey 
The Squadron undertook its first ever online 
survey in May, asking Members to respond to 
questions about their usage of Club facilities  
and their opinions of the services and activities 
offered. Over 830 Members participated, and  
we received more than 92,000 unique pieces of 
feedback and 2,600 comments. The Committee 
will prepare a presentation of findings for 
Members in late June/July, so that we can 
commence the important planning process for 
the future of the RSYS.

Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day is always a popular event at the 
Squadron (must be all those sailors with bad 
consciences,) but this year was exceptional with 
480 bookings. Every room and table was taken 
over breakfast and lunch, in the CCA as well as 
the Carabella Room.  

Wine tasting nights 
Members have enjoyed opportunities to taste 
and learn about cool-climate Tasmanian pinots, 
sun-drenched Napa Valley reds and even 
biodynamic wines from WA at the monthly 
Masterclasses, dinners and tasting nights.   

Gurkhas visit RSYS 
The 1st Battalion Delhi Company of the Royal 
Gurkha Rifles visited the Squadron on 18  
May to participate at a Commonwealth Study 
Conferences event. Guests were treated to an 
impressive martial arts demonstration involving 
three infantrymen wielding their Kukri knives. 

After the luncheon, the platoon was escorted 
under pipes to Admiralty House for an audience 
with the Governor General to commemorate the 
Gurkhas’ 200 years of service to the Crown and 
100 years since they fought alongside ANZAC 
troops at Gallipoli.

New Elliott 7s
The boats are being used for Youth, Intermediate 
and Adult Learn to Sail courses. 



RSYS Activities  
June to September 2015
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June
24  Bordeaux Left Bank Wine Masterclass and Dinner, CCA
26  Guest Speaker Lunch,  
 “Is there a world’s best diet?” Carabella Room
27  Winter Series
28  ‘Opera Bites’ Afternoon Tea, Carabella Room
28  Sunday Jazz, CCA

July
4  Winter Series
8  Dinner and Duplicate Bridge Evening, Kirribilli Room
10  Bouillabaisse Night, Carabella Room
11  Winter Series
11  Saturday Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
18  Winter Series
19  Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
22 Cruising Division Presentation
23  Bordeaux Right Bank Wine Masterclass and Dinner, CCA
25  Winter Series Final Race and Prize Giving, CCA
26  Sunday Jazz, CCA

August
1 &2  Sea Safety and Survival Program
8  Saturday Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
12  Dinner and Duplicate Bridge Evening, Kirribilli Room
14  Cassoulet Night, Carabella Room 
16  Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
23  ‘Opera Bites’ Afternoon Tea, Carabella Room
27  Wine Masterclass and Dinner, CCA
29  Commodore’s Ball, Carabella Room
30  Sunday Jazz, CCA

September
4  Texas BBQ Night, CCA
5  Spring Series Racing Commences
5 Essential Navigation and Seamanship
6  Father’s Day Buffet, Carabella Room
9  Dinner and Duplicate Bridge Evening, Kirribilli Room
12  Spring Series
12  Saturday Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
12 Essential Navigation and Seamanship
13  Season Opening Day
14 RSYS AGM, Neutral Bay Verandah
19  Spring Series
20  Sunday Lunch Grand Buffet, Carabella Room
25  Hawaiian Luau, CCA
26  Spring Series
27  Sunday Jazz, CCA

Cruise News by Richard Lawson
The Cruising Division Committee has conducted 
a number of events that we hope have been fun 
and rewarding for Squadron cruising enthusiasts. 
We have been heartened by the number of 
people attending. 

Thus far in 2015 we have enjoyed:

–  Harbour Raft-Up on the Lane Cove River,  
 blessed with beautiful weather. 

–  Presentation by Claudia and Jeremy Gormly  
 on their experiences cruising the east coast  
 of Australia.

–  Basic Marine 12 volt Electrics Course with  
 Rob Starkey. 

–  Presentation by Julie and Terry Clarke about  
 their Mediterranean adventures. 

–  Annual Cruise to Pittwater/Broken Bay during  
 the Easter holidays. 

–  Presentation by Maggie and Trevor Joyce of  
 Mariner Boating describing the 2016 Swedish  
 Yacht Rally. 

–  Coastal Navigation Forum presented by  
 Michael Milne-Home and Peter Williams,  
 followed by open discussion.

We meet at 1800 for a 1830hrs start every fourth 
Wednesday of the month to discuss all things 
cruising and then stay on for a meal as a group. 
Chef has prepared a special short menu which 
has been very well received and supported. 

If you are interested in Cruising in Company, 
yachts and motor boats, please register with 
Margaret Carney in the Sailing Office. At this 
stage we have more than 70 registrations which 
indicates a growing interest in the Club for this 
type of activity.

RSYS Bridge community  
by Pamela Lee
This year got off to a flying start with John 
Roberts giving a series of lessons in February.

Duplicate, Rubber and Teams Bridge are always 
popular, and we welcome new players at any 
time. Inter Club competitions continue to be 
played during the year. Monthly Wednesday 
evening Mixed Bridge and dinner has been  
well supported, and we look forward to more 
Members joining in. 

The Squadron was invited as one of six clubs to 
the inaugural Inter Club Celebratory Bridge and 
Dinner at Royal Sydney Golf Club which was a 
great success.

On 18 May we commenced our new social 
Mixed Bridge sessions at the Squadron which 
take place every Monday afternoon. We have 
welcomed existing and new Members and their 
friends. It has been wonderful to see some of  
the new Affiliate Members joining us. 

Our community goes from strength to strength!



Squadron  
Crested Goods

Card Players 
Calendar 2015
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Notes on Card Dates 
1.  BRIDGE CO-ORDINATOR –  
Helen Huggins 9439 7394.

2.  FIRST & THIRD THURSDAYS –  
Price $30pp includes sandwich luncheon. 

On the first Thursday in June 2015 a hot dish  
will be served in place of the sandwich luncheon.

Price $45pp.

The Annual Meeting will be held on 4 June 2015 
in the Kirribilli Room. 

3.  SECOND & FOURTH THURSDAYS –  
Price $30pp, includes sandwich luncheon. 

4.  Members wishing to make permanent 
bookings for 2015 are requested to complete the 
special form for this purpose, available from the 
reception desk.

5.  DINNER & DUPLICATE SOCIAL BRIDGE 
EVENINGS – Dinner is served in the Carabella 
Room, a two-course set menu – main course, 
dessert, coffee and chocolates, 6pm for 6:30pm. 
Price $60pp. Bookings are essential.

Item  Price

Squadron History Book Volume 2 $ 13.50

Squadron Pennant Label   
Car/Boat Stickers  $  3.00

Squadron Buttons – Small $  6.40

                       Medium $  6.60

                      Large $  7.75

Squadron Lapel Pin  $  5.00

Sesquicentenary Lapel Pin  $  10.00

Squadron Cap Badges $ 27.00

Squadron Cuff Links   $ 25.00

Squadron Sunglasses Strap  $ 15.00

Squadron Caps   $ 25.00

Squadron Wide Brim Sun Hat $ 20.00

Squadron Navy Jumper V-Neck  $120.00

Squadron “Woolly Pully” Woollen Jumper  $160.00

Squadron Rugby Jersey  $  65.00

Squadron Silk Tie  $ 72.00

Squadron Ladies Scarf $ 65.00

Squadron Belt  $ 67.00

Henri Lloyd Mens Polo  $  75.00

Henri Lloyd Mens Long Sleeve  

Fast Dry Shirt   $  85.00

Henri Lloyd Womens Polo  $  75.00

Squadron Waterproof Sailing Bag $125.00

RSYS Playing Cards  $ 35.00

RSYS Bridge Scorers   $ 15.50

RSYS Burgees  –  6˝ x  9˝  $ 30.00 

  – 10˝ x 15˝ $ 30.00 

 – 12˝ x 18˝  $ 35.50 

 – 14˝ x 21˝  $ 40.00 

 – 16˝ x 24˝ $ 41.00 

 – 18˝ x 27˝  $ 41.00 

 – 24˝ x 36˝ $ 44.00 

 – 30˝ x 45˝ $ 83.00

Prices include GST

Descriptions and  
images are available in 
the Members Section  
of the website,  
www.rsys.com.au

June
25 Duplicate

July
2 Rubber
9 Duplicate
16 Rubber
23 Duplicate
30 Teams

August 
6 Rubber
13 Duplicate
20 Rubber
27 Duplicate

September
3 Rubber
10 Duplicate
17 Rubber
24 Duplicate

New Mixed Bridge Afternoons
Every Monday 1pm-4pm. $5.00pp

Dinner & Duplicate Social Bridge Evenings
Wednesday 8  July
Wednesday 12 August
Wednesday 9 September



Careening Cove Anchorage
Breakfast – Monday to Friday 7.30am-10.30am. 
Saturday and Sunday 7.30am-11am.
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2.30pm. 
Saturday and Sunday 12pm-3.30pm.
Dinner – Saturday 5pm-9pm.

Cook your own BBQ       
Saturday 12pm to 9pm. 
Sunday 12pm to 4pm. 

Due to the popularity of the facilities, bookings 
are recommended and may be made through 
Reception on 9955 7171.

Carabella Room à la carte Dining
Lunch – Monday to Friday 12pm-2pm.
Dinner – Monday to Friday from 6pm,  
seated by 8pm.

Carabella Room Grand Buffet
The Buffet is held the 2nd Saturday of each 
month for Dinner from 6.30pm and the 3rd 
Sunday for Lunch from 12.30pm.

Main Bar Hours 
Monday to Friday from 12pm.

Reception Hours
Whilst there is someone attending the telephone 
24 hours a day it is important to ensure correct 
information is given and received, that Member 
inquiries (reservations for restaurants, Bridge, 
functions, events or accommodation) are made 
during reception hours.  

The House Reception is manned Monday  
to Friday from 8am to 6pm and on Weekends 
from 8am until 4pm.

For urgent business outside of these hours 
please ask to speak to the Manager on duty.

Smoking
Members and their guests are advised that  
all areas within the Clubhouse are smoke-free 
zones. Receptacles for extinguishing cigarette 
butts are placed at entrances to the Clubhouse. 

Dress Regulations
Careening Cove Anchorage  
Smart casual dress is acceptable. Jeans, 
sneakers and sailors in sailing gear are welcome.  

Carabella Dining Room
Ladies: Shirt or blouse, dress, skirt or tailored 
pants, shoes.
Gentlemen: Open neck collared shirt, long 
trousers, shoes and socks. Although not 
necessary, most gentlemen prefer to wear  
a jacket.

Children: Under the age of 12 years and in the 
company of an adult, are expected to dress in  
an appropriate manner. Jeans and sneakers are 
not permitted.

Children
Children, 12 years and over, in the company  
of a Member are permitted in the Clubhouse 
between Monday and Friday. Children of all  
ages in the company of a Member, are welcome 
during weekends and school holidays.

Guest Sign-In Requirements
Members are reminded that under the Royal 
Sydney Yacht Squadron By-Laws the names  
and addresses of Members’ guests must be 
entered into the Guest Register on arrival.

This is also a requirement of the Registered 
Clubs Act which allows for significant penalties 
for non-compliance.

It is also a requirement of the Registered Clubs 
Act that a guest must remain in the reasonable 
company of the Member and not remain on the 
Club premises any longer than the Member.

Accommodation
House Rooms
Seven furnished House rooms, some with 
breathtaking views of Sydney Harbour. Minutes’ 
walking distance to Sydney rail and ferries.

Waterfront Apartments
Five fully furnished, serviced apartments with 
Harbour frontage, only minutes’ walking distance 
to Sydney rail and ferries. Disabled access to the 
apartments is not available.

All House rooms and apartments are decorated 
with nautical memorabilia and international yacht 
club burgees. Members and their guests can 
enjoy full use of the Squadron’s services and 
facilities. 

Deposits:  
A non-refundable deposit of $100 (or one  
night’s room rate whichever is the lesser) per 
room, per stay, is necessary at the time of 
booking (this deposit may be transferable to 
another date provided written notice is given  
14 days in advance and approved by the 
Secretary). A full list of rooms and rates is 
available from the Members section of the 
website www.rsys.com.au.

Mobile Phones
Members please be aware that the use of mobile 
phones is prohibited in the Squadron Clubhouse. 
This also includes the Careening Cove area, 
Terrace and Shellcove Room as well as the 
Carabella Room and Bars. Please advise any  
staff member if you are made aware of any 
breach of this regulation. 

SMS and the use of silent smart phones are 
permitted.

House 
Information
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