
 

 

Weather prediction with ‘Clouds’ Badham 
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On Wednesday 22 March, the Cruising Division was delighted to host guest speaker 
Roger ‘Clouds’ Badham. He addressed a packed house, despite the inclement 
weather! 
 
It was fascinating to find out that Clouds had never intended to go into weather 
forecasting, despite 10 years studying meteorology and a PhD. It had been his 
intention to do climatic consulting, but there was little interest in this in the 70's and 
huge demand for forecasting. Whilst yachting and ocean forecasts are his key jobs, 
he has also been forecasting for the Ferrari Formula 1 Grand Prix team for many 
years. 
 
Roger talked about how forecasting has changed, comparing the work he did for Kay 
Cottee in the 80's for her single-handed round the world trip, forecasting by hand 
analysis and communicating over HF radio, to current Volvo Round The World racing 
with vast amounts of information now available online. 
 
Roger spoke about the different weather modelling that is now available, and how 
this has changed over the last few decades. During the 70's, Australia was one of the 
best, but now the Bureau of Meteorology uses the UK model under license. He 
spoke about the US GFS model and the European model and how the GFS shows a 
‘smoothed’ version of the forecast isobars, but the European is more realistic. Both 
forecasts can be pretty accurate out to seven days. 
 



 

 

 
Americas Cup area in San Francisco 
 
Finally, Roger spoke about his love for working with the New Zealand Americas Cup 
team, and some of his experiences in San Francisco working with weather and 
current forecasting in such a tight location - from land because chase boats cannot 
keep up with the foiling multihulls! 
 
Everyone agreed that it was a fascinating insight to the life and times of a weather 
forecaster, who has been involved with some of the most challenging forecasting 
requirements at sea. 


