
Welcome to 2015 RSYS Annual Cruise (along with some helpful hints) 

Cruise Participants All, 

‘this could be your Stand Out Week for 2015’ 

On behalf of your Cruise Committee I would like to extend a very warm welcome to this 

year’s Annual Cruise.  It is almost inconceivable to me that this is the 46th running of this 

special annual event on the Squadron Calendar. 

This year we welcome back many Members who have missed a couple of cruises but 

importantly, there are new boats and Members to the Cruise. These include “Tashtego”, Joe 

Atkinson and Jack Thomas; “Tonic”, Robert Pizzie; “Tula”, Ivan Resnekov; “Xantippe” Peter 

Curran and “Vittoria”, Alan Reece. 

Over the past couple of years your committee has endeavoured to reign costs as the Club 

was continuing to subsidise the Cruise to an unhealthy level.  We are continuing to develop 

more self-sufficiency and hence requesting you bring along your own “duckies” or tenders 

to supplement our one only Club RIB.  The Cruise News will continue to be posted 

electronically on the RSYS website whilst at the same time returning to the printed version 

hand delivered each morning. Your assistance is required to make this communication as 

interesting as possible by contributing to either Margaret or Chris directly, in the Sailing 

Office. 

As part of the spirit of being more independent as “cruisers”, the Basin Picnic is now a fully 

BYO occasion which we believe will be something to look forward to.  However the weather 

will need to be kind, as we have not booked the cottage for this occasion, but I am confident 

we will all make the most of this beautiful camping ground.  I have been visiting The Basin 

(Coasters Retreat) by boat since I was a little boy and never tire of returning!  

Tender Service 

Throughout the cruise a tender service will operate until 8.00pm with the sole purpose 

taking participants between boats or ashore at the designated rendezvous.  The drivers are 

not a taxi service and are under instructions not to ferry anyone to locations other than 

those just described.  Please take this into account in your provisioning/drop off/pickup.  

At Mushroom Bay please do not count on a Club tender taking you or your crew to/from 

Akuna.  If you need to pick up or drop off it is just a short motor or long row in your own 

vessel 

Hallets – approximately 3-6pm 

At Hallets you need to bring your own drinks/glasses/snacks etc.  Your friendly Cruise 

Committee will be providing a sausage on a roll in a paper napkin for your culinary 



enjoyment.  It is imperative that you take everything you bring to the beach back to your 

own boat i.e. please do not leave any rubbish ashore. The same applies in relation to 

rubbish for the Beach Party at Refuge Bay on Monday afternoon. 

As mentioned above, we have just one RSYS tender this year as we trend toward relying 

more and more on yachts bringing their own “duckies”.  There will certainly be some 

participants without tenders, so we as a group can make it easier for everyone if we can 

generously assist by ferrying some other crews to/from shore. 

Safety Alert - To the left of Hallets Beach (on the Eastern shore) there is a rock shelf and it 

is SHALLOW. There is a mooring in the vicinity and very little room to manoeuvre around it, 

please be very careful in this area.  

Rafting Up 

We have many regulars on the cruise this year which is great.  Please encourage newer 

participants to raft up with you and share the delights of the Cruise.  It is considered 

etiquette to put fenders over the side once moored to indicate you are ready to welcome 

boats alongside.  

Please remember it is an offence to tie a rope ashore to any vegetation!  National Parks 

and Wildlife have been monitoring this and do issue fines.  If taking a rope ashore it needs 

to go around a rock, not a tree.  

Squadron Staff and Volunteers 

Our Principal Race Officer, Rob Ridley, with his staff and volunteers are there to assist us 

over the week and have designated jobs and strict guidelines to follow.  Please follow any 

reasonable direction they might give you.  If they say they cannot assist with a request you 

can be sure it is outside their performance guidelines for the cruise 

Ocean Race 2 and Maitland Bay Cruise 

Safety Alert – be aware of the existence of West and East Maitland Reef, they are shallow 

and may or may not be breaking depending on the swell.  We don’t want any disasters. 

Anchors 

While racing, the Sailing Instructions state anchors are not to protrude from the bow.  In the 

event of a collision these can cause enormous and unnecessary damage/injury.  Such a 

breach of the Sailing Instructions could make you vulnerable to a protest! 

KMYC 



I have just received wonderful news from our friends at KMYC that our recent request for 

access to their pontoon area, so that we may carry out crew exchanges and purchase fuel, 

has been approved by their General Committee.  

However it is very important that we respect this opportunity to access the pontoon area, 

BUT it does not permit rubbish drop off, collecting water from their very limited supply 

and use of their carpark! 

Wonderful sailing and enjoy your week.  Sandy and I will. 

Richard Lawson …….. mob 0416 088 111 

Cruise Captain 

 

 


