
R. H. Goddard Book 
 
Recently, a slim book was discovered in the Library titled “EARLY YACHTING Record of a Great Sport” by R.H. 
Goddard. 

 
On the top right-hand side of the front cover was hand-written 
the words “Smoking Room”. It is clear that volumes such as 
this were available to members, not in a Library but in a 
Smoking Room, a 
remnant of a past 
when such rooms 

existed in all clubs of 
repute. 
 
The book was 
embossed with the 
name Edward 
Hungerford on the 

bottom right-hand 
corner. Members may 
recall the Beecroft 
caricature of Mr. 
Hungerford who was 
a bachelor resident of 
the Club, a member 
for over 50 years and 

died in 1956. 
 
I have been able to 

date the book to 1936. Roy Hamilton Goddard was a very active member of the Royal Prince Edward Yacht Club and 
seems to have also been associated with RANSA. A plaque exists in his memory at St. George’s Anglican Church in 
Glenmore Street, Paddington, erected by members of the Naval Officer’s Club and RANSA. He also wrote “The Life 
and Times of James Milson”, published in 1955, a copy of which is stored in Archives. He died in 1958.  

 
The first few pages of his essay appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald on Saturday, 23 rd of February, 1936, but it 
does not seem to have continued in instalments. While much of the content of the essay is available in Sydney Sails, 
there are 2 yarns which are worthy of publication. I have copied the relevant pages below for your enjoyment. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Castle Rock today 
 

 
 

John Maclurcan May, 2023 
 
 
 


